


Dllar Kiss LeHan<:J1 

aoo WuT NTH 8TIIJtKT 

H•W VONK, H . Y. 

llr. Bo" called me l ast night and asked me to see it' I c an stop 
Co11111opolitan and Liberty from bothering the Governor. I aa 
excec'.lingly sorry that he's been worried by these two con.tlict­
ing thing11, but when I called Liberty to try to straighten out 
t he mess, they nre really exceedingly nasty, 11aid they had al­
ready ta.Ued to the Governor twice and dlcln't see why they 
should talk to -, since emept t'or the matter or settling price, 
they bad dona everything direct. Unt'ortunately that was true, 
and I do ,wish that they never had gotten in on that at the b&­
ginning/"for il I had handled the ilhole t hing I could have seen 
to it that t be datea didn't cont'lict - now it's a little late. 

The only thing that I can suggest is that in the case or either 
Cosmopolitan or Liberty att-pting to reach the Governor, you, 
or wboev'9r takes the call, infom them that they must talk to 
his agent, and then I'll figh t it out at this end •.. There's no 
reason in the world why he should be bothered. 

This Jay Franklin lllix-up bas been r ather ~ricult. Bad be not 
insisted, however, (I think you should know the situation) on t he 
change in title in Co11110politan they could have rushed the 
presses and at least gotten out at t he same time as the Liberty 
arti cle, and there wouldn ' t have been so much bad feeling, but 
"1th the title changed, and t he pr esses h~ving to stop and rerun, 
ev.rything is held up. The only way that I could think or to help it 
&long Was to insist that Liberty send. proof', which or course need11 
to be done anyhow as we have round over and over again. They were 
very snippy about it, but finally said yes - proof was being sent to 
t he Governor aa eogn AA 11; ' s m s iJr. This seems very curious to me 
because it the magazine is to be read;y for illsue on December 1st, 
th9 proof' 11bould be read;)' now. I have never k·nown them not to have 
proof' at least t'ive weeke ahead - and here it ie less than a -1rl 
If t he proof' isn't completely satietactory in every way, t hey 
shouldn' t be allo88d to release - no astter what it -lltl8. After 
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all Coemopolitan lltoppecl the pr eseee, and t hey ' N a .ontl ly and 
much bigger issues, to change the title, And Liberty ill doing 
eo119thinf c uriou11 - ahan they Clo not 11eem t o have proot now, 
I coul<ln t do as good a j ob as I would have liked t o in trying 
to lltr aighten out the mess, because I had ao lit tle intorwation 
and was wor king a bit in the darlt •• • I a sorry. 

The telephone nuaber above is safe bet-n ni--rirteen and 
r i ve, week d~11, and unt11 t welve noon on Saturdays. Other tilles, 
.y personal Uatei wire ie Ci rcl e 7- 1130, which goes through the 
nitchbcar j ot t he apartment houae, but I think i t ' e eater to 
give you my personal unlisted 'phone, "'1i eh or dina.rily only llY 
very closest personal friends have, Md on which ueually au,y 
busine ss conversati on, when llY f riends happen to be c lients ss 
r.ell, is taboo. But I teel it 1 11 11o.ter to use the unliat e<! wire 
t or the Governor, aad 1! you c are 1'o c all ae on that during hours 
hhen I '• not in the otfice - t he number a Ci rcle 7-2729, and I 
don't mind how late et night you uae it, for I '• a "night owl•, 
and u aeldo• in bed llUCh bet >re t110, end often not before three, 
ll!ten Diles or unu.<cripta need r evision. Aleo by calling thia 
number - unless I ' • actuilly at home myself, you "111 not get 
an anner, wherea s you might get. t he house ' phone and tin1 me 
out , •hieh would do you no good, aa I wouldn 1 t t r ust t he switch­
boar,1 operat or to get a message straight. 

Yours sincerely, 

NJ : SA 
~li s s Marguerite LeHand 

p.s. llr . Howe asker! me to r eport to you in iletru.l . 

• • 



November 13 ,1933 . 

Dear IHaay: 

Will you please g ive the 
enclosed note to the President -
and tell him thet you've waited 
for the moment wben he is most 
likely to enJoy tho sufferings of 
another author. Or, f or fear that 
auoh a moment will never arrive, 
will you g ive it to him anyway ••• 
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llovember 13 ,1933 . 

Dear Mr . Pr es ident: 

You miBht be amused to know I have 
taken a f ine sock in the Jaw from the 
New York Herald Tribune 1n the oharaoter, 
I ' d like to think, of whipping boy for you . 
',7al ter Uillis, who is violently anti-you, 
says of the American Way: ''Mr . L's laudatory 
volume •. wholly loya l to t he President •.• 
sufi'ioiently reveals Ur . L' s admiretion for 
his sub ject . " Even Simeon (That name has 
a suggestive sound) Strunsky, in the New 
York Ti mes Book Review says: "He is an 
admirer of t he , Presiaent; frequently an 
apologist when the need arises , and he 
writes with a degree of animation • • that 
may occasionally oarry him beyond the 
limits of evidence . " 

Other comments I won ' t quote ; I suffer 
so much under them . (And once I said that 
Franklin Roosevelt has a t hick skin l ) The 
point is that I get it in the neck for 
being loyal to you, and I ' ll probably get 
it in the ·neck for my criticism. Hah l That 
is not a l a\18h . Whateve r pain I may have 
given you I get plenty in return. This is, 
I believe , poetic Justice ! 

F 
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