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- - P S F: ·{2,.;:(;L,.._ V, ~.I>~ 

WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFF ICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON 215. D. C. 

Septe•ber U , 1944. 

llEMORAliDUM Jl'OR KISS TULLY 1 

'/!!'' 

The other dQJ' 7ou aent me the attached papers show­
ing the military record or Arthur v. McDel'lllott and said that 
tbe President would like to know why this lllln could not be 
promoted to the grade of brigadier general . 

I have bad our personnel records bere in the liar 
Department checked and !ind that no reco11mendation baa been 
received troa Selective Service tor the promotion ot Colonel 
McDermott. Jl'urthel'lllore our personnel people concerned witb 
tbe proaotion or ottioer1 to the general officer grade ha•• 
expressed the opinion that the position now held bf Colonel 
~oDel'lllott is not co ... enaurate with the grade of brigadier 
general . The Chief or Stat! concura in this opinion. -

l'rnnk l in D. nooeevelt Li brar1 

DtGLASSiFIED 
DOD DIR. i;200.9 <9/21;r,s) 

Da'-- ;3 - I 'f- !>°'/ 

..f·V'I 

B1saa~ {!Jd (. ~aVc 

.. 
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President Tllo aaka why 

tll1& man 

Brigadier 

d to • ~- promote oannot 1.1'1;1 

General . 

G.G.T. 

AVJ2il'()Rt 
J. 1. D 0 S . C. Stft.!'f 

Lt . Col. • Ge"'lerol. 
. t S"'tcrot t\r'Y· l el'l l t!t.M 



.ULITARY RECORD 
ART.liUrl V. .llCD~OTT 

August 27, 1888 Born - BrooKlyn, New York 
March 6, 1913 Enlisted, 1st NY Cavalry, Troop E 
J une 30, 1916 Mustered into Federal service, Mexican Border 
March 20, 1917 Mustered out of Federal s ervice, Mexican Border 
April 17, 1917 Commissi oned Capt ain, 14t h NY Infantry 
J uly 15, 1917 Muster ed into Federal service 
Oct ober 17, 1917 Transferred to l06th Infantr y 
i.tay 191 1918 Sailed for fo reign service 
Septemoer 29, 191 8 Wounded in action 
December 18, 1918 ~eturned to United States 
Mar ch 12, 1919 Discharged, liq . Port of EmbarKation, Hoboken, ~ .J . S071 
June 26, 1919 Commissioned ~ajor, JftGD, New YorA uuard 
June 1, 1920 Commissioned Major, JftvD, New York National ~uard 
June 4, 1920 Federally recognized 
February 15, 1921 Commissi oned Lt. Col . , JAGD, New York tiuard 
December 23 , 1921 Commissi oned Lt. Col ., JAGD, New York National vuard 
December 23 , 1921 Federally recognized 
February 21 , 1922 Commissioned Lt. Col ., JAvD, O .~ .C . 

February 21 , 1927 Re-a~pointed Lt. Col ., JkuD, u .n. C. 
April 11 , 1934 Commissioned Colonel , J~vD~ New York National uuar d 
April 12 , 1934 Federally recognized, v .n . ~ . status terminated 
Sept ember 17, 1940 Ordered on active duty, ~elective ~ervice Hq., N. Y. C. , 

S. O. 221, Hq . 2nd Corps Area 

British Military Cross . Or de1·s 4th Army , 1:1 • .c. . F. March 5, 1919 
Authorization certificate, GHQ, A .~ .t ., AUO, July 14, 1919 

Silver Star (2) AGO June 8 , 1920 
Order of the Purple Heart, September 29, 1918 
Conspicuous Service Cross, New York State 
Long Service Decoration (25 years) , New York St ate 

CITi>TlVM:i t"OR GAL ... AfolTRY 

Clli~, ~ ' Two . Citation Orders , No . 9 , GHQ, AEF August l , 1920 
Headquarters , 27th Div ., AEF, S. O. 86, March 27, 1919 

\~ 

.. 



STATE STAT& UillW!OR REGlS'l'KAl<Td 18-38 f. Ill SEllVlCi! 

, A.r,ka.ttsas Brig . General 330,013 42. f. 
Fl9rida " • 324,900 44 • .,,. 

• Idaho • • 91 ,193 41 - ~ 
Iowa " " 385,782 44. 4$ 
Kansas • • 270 , 507 4? . 2~ 
Louisiana • 420, 089 43 .~ 
loliclll.gan " 921, 563 45-7% 
Nebraska • • 195,653 42-9% 
Nevada " " 21, 496 51 . :c 
New Hampshire " • 73, 7?5 48 -~ 
New Yor k (St ate) " " 939,019 49 -9:C 
North Carol ina " • 646, 130 36. '7% 
North Dakot a " • lOi, 007 38. " Rhode Isl and " " l1 , 467 53 . " South Carolina " • 346, 141 37. :;6 
Temessee • " 522 , 396 43 . " Texas " • l , 110,0ll 44 . 3;11 

Continental u. '" Average 22,212,562 46 • .2:C 

Now York City Col onel l , 265, 467 53 . " 



WAR DEPARTMENT 

IN ..,._y Rm'mt TOI THE ADJUTANT GIENIElllAL .. Ol"l"ICIE 

WA8HINOTON D. D , C. 

8 Sep+.ewbft 1944 

• 

(O-l66o56) 

Col<11el, J • .A..a.n., N.a.u.s., from 9 Karch 1935. 

Bani Zl August 1888 at Brookl,}'n, New York. 
Serricei over 30 years. 

Present .Aas:l.gnmenti New York City Director,, Selective Servioe, New 
York City Headquarters, New York, New York, 
since 17 September 1940. 

Kanner of Performanoei Not reported. 

l. Schools 4ttm"!d1 
Gradu&tei 
N.Y. Z.W Sch. 

2. Deoopt;l.an1. ''rd! apd Rating•: 

191..3 

Purple Heart 29 Sept.1918 
Briti!h Ml.litary Oro• 31 Jan. 1919 
SilTer star l Aug. 1920 

3• lf~Ci!PGJ' B.!cgrsh • A *np•••1 ltfe Bat,jreaa 
1934 EE. 1939 BE. 
1935 v. Sat. 1940 BE. 
1936 V. Sat·. 1941. Not reported 
19'.J"/ Sup. 1942 Not reported 
1938 Sup. 1943 Not reported 

(b) ~·r&l. lff, Btling1 
943 EL 

4. Previous Services 
(a) Grad!• Held' 

Pvt. and Cpl., CaT.1 N.Y.N.G.1Non-ll'ed. 
3 JILr. 1913 to l8 June 1916 

Cpl. and Sgt., eav., N.Y.N.G., Fed. 
19 June 1916 to 18 11ar. 1917 

Sgt., Cav., N.Y.N,G., Non-Fed. 
19 JILr. 1917 to 7 .Apr. 1917 

Capt., Iklf., N.Y.N.G.1Nao-Fed.9 .Apr. 1917 
Capt., Inf., N.Y.N.G.,, Fed. lS J~ 1917 
Jll,j., J.4.G.D., N1Y1N1G1 4 June 1920 
Lt. Col., J.A.a.n., N.Y.N.G. 23 Dec. 1921 
Lt. eo1., J • .A..a.n., o.R.c. 2l hb. 1922 
Col,, J • .A..a.D., N.Y.N.G. 12 .Apr. 1934 

(b) 4fa1 fP'l!!!!f:! 1 

ca11ect into active Fed. aerv., lS J~ 
1917. 



(b) *•e1 ._v. fcgpt.4. a 

Co. ec.lr., Co. •r-, 14\b 1.t. w ., 
~ • • I .; - laMr, Ill• Coo 
l06tb u.s. ID.t., ep. 9d utb, a.c. 

J\llJ'' 1917 te 111.;r, 1918 • 

ap:ui. ott.' l06tJi Jhl.' with th• 
A.Lr. in Frmce Ind th• A.r . D.; and 
leter at - Ione, N.I., Ind Hobololln, 
H.J. 

111.;r, 191.8 te Jiu'., 1919 

HGn. cUa., by rea.mn of d obi'' ut,1on, 
12 111.r. 1919. 

r..s.~ ncopilled u *,l., J,A,Q, D,, 
N.t.M.o., 4 Jun. 1920. 

Fede..il,y recOlll>iMd u Lt. Col., 
J.A.G.D., N.Y.N.O., 23 J)eo. l'irll. 

Di'f'e JJ.., l:lq. 2?th nt.v., Nn York, 
H.T. 

Dec., 1921 to AF., 1934 

state J • .&.., state ot N. ?., lln ?orll:, 
lf.T. 

Apr. , 1934 te a.pi., 1940 

])lducted :lnte acti.,. Fed • ..,...,, 17 
Sept. 1'}40. 

, . I _..wtts•t 

ID Dlolllt 1r, 19)8. aaj. Om. 
Wl l l1 q •• • ·!:ell, c.o •• mb 01 .... , 
aid, •A -rior ottioer, Sqleri.,_ 
1n Line - atett. IR181, ~. 
p<lplll&r, taottul. v • .,. able ~-
A oultured ,.,u_,, • 

ID Decmber, 1939., Bria• Oen. 
al.Wr o. ltlbinacm, 'l'be AdJ. Otn. , 
state ot - ?artc, Mid, •An M~ 
1"' .... lltett a!t:Loer, - p&rti~ 
ularlJ' ~le u a Jl>dp .AdT-te. 
A l.sll7tt ot 1111-1 ab:ill\7 o • 

Ill Dec-er, 19'()1 Brlc• Ge. 
.ma T. Brom, state mz., a.:i.ot1n 
Serr., 8'ate ot ..., York, a1d, •An 
outetond.1"' St.ate statt ott:t.car, "'4 
panioularlJ' n.lnable aa a Jlldc• 
.Ad"'oate, A le"7'1r of unu.ou&l abilitT, 
wllo had l1ne -rience u UI ott:t.cer 
1n th• Worlcl ar.• 



Im•· 
7. ~'P9T R!l!cords 

a.tpnyal. gtt1ci!!l!Sl ]iati ngp& 

1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 

1943 

4.0 
2.5 
3.0 
7. 0 
5.5 
4.0 
4.0 

l:lcellent 
Very S.tJ.atactor.r 
Ver.r S.tJ.ataoto:ey 
SUperior 
Superior 
Elxlellant 
Er.ce.llent 
Not reported 
Not reported 
Not reported 

Excellent 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

lep ...... I' '· 1~. 

roll'ti 

!be PrHU.•' allb wll;r 

tide ..,. aanaot be J>l'C90'•4 t:o a 

-~· .... l'al • 

•••• T, 

Encloses m111tar7 record or 
Arthu.r V. McDermott 
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