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ﬁ\ THE WHITE HOWUSE
WASHINGTOMN January 3, 1941
Memorvandus For The President, .
Sherman Minton went off the public pay
roll teday.

Several Senators have already called to
point out the debt thls Administration owes to
Minton, smnd also his really good legnl ability.

Iwbﬂldhﬂl“ﬂtlgﬂtulpllkmsec!‘ﬂlnr
lekes about making Uinton Oovermnor of the Virgin
Islands, L found you had already committed yourself
on that place and also on Puerto Rlco.

As I understand it, Minton really wants to
be & Judge but there ia no present vaganey in his
Cireuit. Yeou want to find samething temporary
for him until there is such a vacancy.

, There is & vacancy in the position of
Assistant Attomney General in charge of, customs.
That would mean Uinton would have to be in Hew
York.

Another vacancy is Commlissioner of ired gra-
tion and Naturalization.

Another possibility is to put him on the
Board of Investigation and Research to study the
transportation problem.

If you do not consider any of thess sulitable,
Bob Jackson might be able to put him on as Special
Assistant to the Attorney General.

I think it would relieve Minton if he knew

you had him In mind, LIf none of thess positions
are satisfactory to you, may 1 tell him you are

working on it} SHK

James Fowe, Jr,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

The attached was sent over to Mr. Minton
with the following memorandum from the
President:

January 18, 1941
"MEMORANDUM FOR
Hon. SHERMAN MINTON

Fill you see what you can do with Senator
Mckellaer end others about this?

F'l D- R'l"



There now existe the best sltuation in yeare for
declsive and successful action to sbollish poll tax in
Tenneesee. Time after time, the people of Tenneesee have
fo t for repeal, but the Crump dominated political machine
of Memphie, chief benefactor of the corrupt poll tax syetem,
has frustrated the people'e will, -

The Tennessee leglelature has Just convened and
several poll tax repeal bille have again been lntroduced,
In addition to the Southern Conference for Human Welfare,
pell tax repeal ie supported by all political parties, all
labor organizations, and state-wide church, civic and women's
organizations. BSupport for the poll tax comes from one
source -- the Crump machine delegation ln the state legle-
lature. This delegation can vote as a block only because
the common people of Memphle do ncot have a free ballot,

The Crump machine systematically stampe out 1te
opposltion. For years, labor organlzers have been beaten
in Memphis. During the presldentlal electione, the Crump
controlled police department began a campaign of intimidation
against Negro citizene and prominent white leaders because
they dared to vote for a candidate other than cone dictated
by Crump.

The 3ocuthern Conference protested againset this
behavior in a letter to President Roosevelt asking that the
Department of Justice intervene iln Memphle. As a result,
Col. A. W. W. Woodcock wae sent to Memphie. The Memphls
Prees Scimitar of January B8th, after stating that Col.
Woodcock had come to Memphis et the request of the Southern
Conference, states that he has now made his report to the
Attorney General. We expect some favorable action from
the Department of Justlce, but the majJor evil of the Memphile
sltuation is the poll tax syetem.

The next step for democracy in Tennessee, therefore,
is abolition of the poll tax. The people of Memphls now
have a greater measure of freedom. A Citlsen's Committee
for Repeal of the Poll Tax 1s beinﬁ organized, and dele-
gatione are being formed to proceed to the state leglelature,
with other delegations to be organized by the Southern
Conference, to attend open hearings and to lobby for poll
tax repeal,

Machine governments such ae Memphle will contlinue
to throttle demooracy if the poll tax is not repealed.
Crafty politiclans will agaln betray the people of Tenneesee
unless the Southern Conference can go in immediately and
lead the Tenneseee campalgn.



The lesue as to whether 10,000,000 Southernere are
to remain disfranchised in the land of thelr fathers 1s one
of the gravest probleme confronting American democracy.
Repeal ln Tennessee would give great impetus to reveal in
other poll tax etates as well as to federal legislation now
pending 1n Congrees.

We do not have the mqpﬂi to organlize the campalgn
in Tennessee. We are, therefore, calling on you again
for your help. = g
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February 27, 13541

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE PRESIDENT

I Just talked with Jim Byrnes.

Unleee you dilsagree he will report

at once for passage thie Truman resolutlon
to investigate defense activities.

Thie 18 & matter of etrategy to keep
investigation in frliendly hande 1in

the Senste and sway from unfriendly

House fellows like Cox. -

Barkley agrees with Jim. I agree

with them. The Truman Resolution is
the best out. What shall I tell Jim?

(signed) SHERMAN MINTON

.8 M,
0. K.
F- Dl Hl '"
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

April 23, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HONORABLE SHERMAN MINTON:

In regard to these Danish ships,
talk first of all to Bob Jackson and,
secondly, to Jerry Land.

The main polnt 13 that they are
dnteour waters -- or possessions -- and
ought to be used in the effort to save
democracy, including the return of
democracy to Denmark itself.

F. D. R.

Memorandum for the President from Hon. Sherman Minton,
L/P1/41, submitting suggestions in re Denish ships.
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Chambers of

United States Circuilt Court of Appeals
¥or the Seventh Circult
1712 Lake Shors Drive
Chicago

New Albeny, Ind.,

Judge Shermen Minton Teby. 26, 1944,

My dear 'Il'r. Pranidents

- fgnotar Barkley's explosive speech smezed me,
That your veto message was fully warranted by the shameful
refusal of Congress to meet its responsibilities is well
recognized by the people, You asked for tem billion - Willkie
anid you should have asked for sixteen billion % Congress gives
you one billion with a lot of escape claunes]

A= to vour questioning the Senatata "intagrity®,
it 111 becomes eithar branch of Congress to be touchy sbout
pointed criticism from you even if you did juestion their
integrity. It is a daily pastime in Congress to eriticlse you
and o questlon your integrity % even to question yomr
patriotism % that of your fine family.

If T were still in the Seniite you would huve had
one more vote with you. You were right. Congress was wrong.
Barkley was not justified 4n his harsh attack upon you..However,
thare must be no widening of the brench & you have acted wisely
to try % hesl it promptly. The people think you were wrongfully
attacked in the hmma.-:ﬁ‘ your friend.



LFF

There are millions of us out in the hinterland’
®ho love you & would 1lighten your burdens % not increase them.

God bless % sustain you. With great raespect,

I am,
9inceraly your friend

(Signed)  SHAY MTNTON

The President

¥hita Housae,
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