


TH£ WHITC HOU SC 
WASH IND TON 

¥t90rtod\f! for Tb1 Pr••ident. 

§b!rMQ Mtntqo// 

Jonuary ), l9JJ. 

Sh•r.u..'1 lilnt.on went. ott t.h• pt>llc pq 
roll~. 

S.veral Senator• have •lNa~ called t.o 
Polnt. out. tho d.tlt. t.hi• Atb.l.n1etrat1on owt• to 
Kinton, and a.l.30 h~• rea.lq ~ l •pl abWt.7. 

't OU told .. a •ed ago t.o arpMk t.o $eeret.l.ty 
lck•• about ~I Wint.en Govtmor o/ th• 'I' r11-n 
Isl&nda. l found you had al.read,y cao:d.tt.ed youraell 
OG t.hat place .od al.f.O on Puerto Rlco • 

.ll l uoder•t.W 1t., l.U.nt.on ~ want.I t..o 
be a Judp but t.hore 11 no ?Hl«lt vacancy 1n h1a 
C1rcuit.. You •.an\. t.o ttnd ea&ethU\g t.empora.ry 
for h '• witll there l1 such a v~cancy, 

• There ,, a Y&Cancy U\ t.h• posit.ion or 
.Ua!.et.tr.nt Attomer General in charp or. cuat.al.I. 
Th.at would ae.i.'\ Mint.on would have t.o be 1n H .. 
Yoric. 

Anot.b.er vac.ncy ls Conn.11ai oner of i•M"rA­
t 1on and Mo.tu...Uutlon. 

Anot.her po111b1llt.7 i • t.o put. h1D on t.IM 
Bo&td of lnvest1pt.ton Md R•aet.l"'Ch to 1t.uct, the 
tran1p0rt1tion problem. 

It TOU c!o not consider .n:y ot t.hea:e wit.able, 
Bob Jaolc1on "1+11~ 1>1 able <o pu~ hia on u Sp.olal 
.A.1111t.a1u. to t.he .tt.t.omey iHn•ral· 

l think 1t would relieve 1'1nton i t ht lcnn 
you had hue tn llLl.nd. l f none ot th••• po1it.ion1 
&re ••t.1 •factory t.o you, us l I.ell hlm you •r. 
lllOrk:lnc on •t.7 



The •tt•qhrl ••• Miit OYar to ... llinton 
nth tba tollowtnc -and• troa tba 
Pnlidant1 

J8l11JV7 18, 1941 

Jill 7ou - what 7ou can do with Senator 

ilclallar and othara about thia? 

F. D. R," 
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There now exi1te the be1t eituation i.n.7ear1 tor 
decieive and 1uooe11tul aotion to llboli•h tbf'poll tax 1n 
Tenneeeee. Time atter time, the people ot Tenneeeee ha•• 
tour.t tor repeal, but the Oruap dominated pol1tioal aaohl ne 
ot emphl1, ohlet benetaotor ot the ooM"Upt poll tax 171tea, 
hae tr111trated the people'• will. · 

The Tenneeaee legislature ha• Just convened and 
eeveral poll tax repeal b1lle have again been 1ntro4uoed, 
In addition to the Southern Conterenoe tor Human Weltare, 
poll tax repeal la supported by all politioal partie1, , all 
labor organizations, lln d state-wide church, clvio and women 1 8 
organizations. Support t or the poll tax comes trom one 
source -- the Crump machine delegation in t he state legi•­
lature . Thie delegation can vote as a block only because 
the oommon people or Memphis do not have a tree ballot. 

The Crump machine ayatematicftl,ly at11J11pe out ite 
oppoait1on. For yeara, labor organizers have been beaten 
in Memphis. During the presidential elections, the Crump 
controlled police department began a campaign of intimidation 
against Negro citizens and prominent white leaders because 
they dared to vote tor a candidate other than one dictated 
by Crump. 

The Southern Conference protested against this 
behavior in a letter to President Roosevelt asking that the 
Depsrtment of Justice intervene 1n Memphis. As a result , 
Col. A. w. W. Woodcock wae sen~ to Memphis. The Memphia 
Preee Scimitar ot January 8th, 11t.ter stating that Col . 
Woodcock had come to Memphis at the request of the Southern 
Conference, states that he baa now made his report to the 
At torney General. We expect some favorable action trom 
the Department of Justice, but the mll.)or evil ot the Memphie 
situation is the poll tax eyatem, 

The next etep tor democracy in Tenneeeee, therefore, 
le abolition ot the poll tax. The people ot Memphis now 
have a greater measure ot freedom. A Cit11en 11 Committee 
tor Repeal ot the Poll Tax i e being organized, and dele­
gatione are being formed t o proceed to the 1tate leg11lature, 
with other delegations t o be organized by the Southern 
Conterenoe, to attend open hearing• and to lobby tor poll 
tax repeal. 

Maohine governmente euch ae Memphis will continue 
to throttle demooraoy it the poll tax ie not repealed. 
Cratt7 politioiane will again betray the people ot Tenne11ee 
unle11 the Southern Conterenoe oan go in i111ediatel1 and 
lead the Tenneaaee oampaign, 
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The 111ue a1 to whether 10,000,000 8outherner1 are 
to remain d11tranoh11ed 1n the land ot their tather1 11 on1 
or th~ grave1t problem• oontront1ng Amer101n demooracy. 
Repeal 1n Tenne11ee vould give great 1mpetu• to reoeal 1n 
other poll tax 1tate1 ae vell ae t o teder11.l legielat1on nov 
pending in Congre11. 

We do not have th~ mone1 to organize the C1111Pa1gn 
1n Tenneuee. We are, thereri:>re, '011.lUng on you ag111n 
tor your help. 

• • 
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February 2?, 1941 

MEMORAHDUM FOR 

THE PRESI DEllT 

I just talked with Jim Byrnes . 
Unle ss you disagr ee he will report 
at once for pHssage the Truman resolution 
to investiga te defense activiti es . 
Thie is a ma tter of strategy t o keep 
investi gAtion in friendly ha nds in 
the Senete and away f roo unfriendly 
House fe l lows like Cox. 

Bar kley agrees wi th Jim. I agr ee 
with them. The TrumAA Resolut ion i e 
~he beet out . What sholl I tell Jim? 

(signed) SHERMAN MINTON 

,, 8 . '! , .. 
O. K. 

F. D. R. '' 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUA: 

WA9HlNCITON 

April 23, 1941. 

IQllOIWlllUll 10R 
HOMORABIJ!l 81{8Bl&M l(IJITO•a 

IA reaard to tn.ae Dan1ah abipa, 
talk !1r1t o! all to Bob Jaoltaon aad, 
1eooadly, to Jerry Lalld. 

Thi u1D pol nt 1a that tboty an 
U'l.Ma.r wat:er1 - - or JIOHH11ot11 -- aocl 
OQJbt to bl uald 1n Ui. e!!ort to 1ave 
de-.ooraay, 1Dclw11na tn. return ot 
da110craa7 ~o Danaark 1taal!. 

P. O, R. 

lt•nor~noua 'or t:ie ?re•ide!lt fron 1!011 . ~her'lfln -' 1J1t on, 
'J:'l/'l, -u . ... .. ~r-.c .. ,,4.;e .. tton:t 4n re !"lrni!h ~;11..ps. 
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ChanabltT • ot 

United State• Circuit Court or appeal• 
!"Or the Seventh Circul t 
l:>i;> Lake Shere !ll'iv• 

Chicago 

Judge Sho...,.n lltnton 
new Albany, Ind . , 
!"eby. ,1,, l<I&/., 

IC)' dear Mr. ore"ld..,tr 

~enutor Barkley ' s explostve opeecb .... zed me . 

" hat yoor •eto massage TIM f\tlly warr•mted by the •hame!'ul 

ref'Usal of Congre.- t •o neet ita reapon•lbll\t\es ts nell 

recognlzod by the people. rou a'lked for ton billion - filllkie 

•&id yon should have Asked far sixteen billl.on & CoD6r•'• gives 

you one billion wit.ii 11 lot of ••cape cl<lu•e•I 

,Aq to your que~tton1 ng the Sennte • <i "lntegr1ty", 

\t lll beoom• eithnr br1<11ch of .:ongres• to bo touchy about 

pointed crttictsm frOG1 rou even 11' you did :iuestion their 

\ntegr\ty . It is a d&Uy pas time \n Congress to orltl else you 

and to queot lon your lnt eerlty •, even to que•tion your 

patrtot\oci & that of your fine family . 

If ! were still in the !'lenat e you would bave had 

one uore vote with you . You were right. Congr••• was wroll8 • 

Bal"kl'ey was not justif ied tn h\s bor.h attack UPOll you.,ffowever, 

there mu•t be no widening of the breuch & you hove acted wt •ely 

t,o try " heal it promptJ.y. The maple t htnlc you were wrongl'nµy 

attaclced 1n the bouae ot your frlend. 
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There 11re •llHons of u• ait 1.n t.he hinterland 

•ho lov• you !t would 11,ghton your bur<lens ft not incroaoe them. 

God blo'° •, su~t.aln Y'"'. liltlt BT&at respect, 

t am, 

~tncerel,y rour friend 

(S!.ined) :lllAJ 111HTOll 

'l'ne Pr•• ldent 

111\l t~ House. 
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~ jhd. Q1lmdl Glaart "'!tffW. 
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