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Febl'U&J'7 16, 1936. 

Dear llr. Preddent1 

Pursuant to JCJ/fJZ IJUllll•tim, I ban conterred wit.II 

Senatore Robiuam and Bilbo reg&rdi.llg t.be proposed appoint­

Milt. ot wuu,. Gerig ot Arkanaaa, and J . S. illen ot lli.aa­

iaaippi, to t.be lliaeiaaippi River C-1.aaim. Senator 

Robinaon ~e the appointment ot llr. Gerig will be aatiatactor-, 

to h1a, and Senatoi:. ~ilbo M.Y• be will r&iae no objectim 

to the appoint.ant ot llr. illan. 

The Preeidant, · . 

The 1lbi te Hawse. 

I 

Seoreta.r)' ot War . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE ' 

WASHINGTON 

• . . 

MEMO FOR THE PRESI DENT: 

Sen . Dieterich asks that 

Mr . Albert L. Culbertson 

of Delavan, Ill., be 

considered for appt t o 

Miss . River Commis s i on. 
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THE W,HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGITON 

February 13, 1935. 

MEMO FOR MAC 

You were going to oheok 

up on this for me. Will you hold 

th1e letter until you are ready? 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON 

The lf'hi t• Houe. 

Dea.r lb". Prt1ide:nt: 

Roforrl11& to ,.....r.,,d\aa o! J~ 13 , 19}5, •l&n•4 117 

Mr. McI.ntyre. ~ that you 4t1lr9d qro Latest rtco~tloue 

loolcin& to tlll1nc two •&etUlcltl in the mecber thip or the M111ts-

1ipp1 .River Co:iaisalon, I submlt the followlnc . tru.1t1nt thnt you 

wi ll decide to !ill ~ht 1aid vacaneio1 at an ea.rl.1 dat a. 

J.a )'CN. know, the.r s hA•e 'bee:i a 11"9at ~ wea.••tlone 

and recoi::cenda.t lone in t.hlo m.'lt ttr. all ot which 1 ha•e CArt!ull)' 

reviewed. Conclusion &I t o preftrAble lnC\Ullbencit1 ls necetaarily 

reach*4 with due r9'1\rd tor ihe •eieht to be attached to rttpectivt 

techn1cal e4u.catloo and a'b1llt.T, e.rtct and character ot ~ri­

~nce, reputation. &nd the aatitfactlon of pu_blic oplnioD. 

Tl:N..a, aa meeting all practical aapeett ot the CA.te. and 

._, "lii,g hi.c:h-crade, practical, 1'lood control an4 r1Te.r l.c;>roYt­

ment tn,cineer1, I reeocnend tor TOur favorable co:i1lderai.lon -

Mr. Wlll!OJl Gorig, of Ar1<Adolph1n, Arlcwlsaa , Md 

)(Y; J. S • .Ule:n, of Greenvtlle. Kl•tit•ip]>i. 

It will be noted t.ho.i. 'boi.h of Lhett noalnte• are re•ldenta of \he 

Valley, one on the we•t nrtd th& other on the ea•t tide of th• 

river. 

Kr. '11111.aa Oerig 11 a cn.d.u.tt.lt ot t.he V-ni•1nlt7 of 

Ml••OU.rl. wlth the dearee of Civll ~tneer. Re it pott•tted. of 

bi4h technical ab111ty, a.nd b~oad and thorough experience on mnjor 

tnc;loetr ln& projeci• ccmnected with structure• and waterw37 111-

i>ro•eaeoi.a. He bolds. ai the preterit tl.M. the hip.at cl•lllen 

~D(:tnesr grade in 4o•tt"DDe-nt aerTlce - H9ift.4 Zogineer ln the War 

D•P6rtment . Ml~ prot111lonnl relattons have been lont; (U!l;d lntllll;L\t e , 

aa contul tant and othtrwlte . with note•ortb¥ operAtlooa, tuch Al 

•h• o.,.,.,, lloa. p.....,,., I.ho $"1"4& Dalo, Hor.ii caroUna, pd •ho 

fort Peck and. '17p.rt. De.am DOW undtr COlittNC.tion. In bit w.rlltr 
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ca.rear, he w&o emplcved tor lS yee.rt contimiouely on the l..mproYe­

ment ot the Miaeittippi River, and C1Q1 well be daecribed &0 expert 

in matter• of itt improvement and control. 

I find llr. Oeria to have been indorted tor &ppointme11t 

on the 111teiooippi River C0""11eeion lit: 

Ron. ll&ttie 'f. Car&way of Arlcanoaa 
Ron. Tilman B. Park9 of .lrkant&o 
Hon. D. D. Glover of A.rkanoat 
Hon. Ru ssel l Ell"ey of ~1•si11ippi 
Each of the last three Ch1eft of Engineers, U. $. Artl\'f 

Jlr. R. !. 'food, Preoident, Seara Roebuck & Co. 
Mr. C. R. Ora,, Pret ident, Union Pacific S¥1tem 
Ur. L. c. Gilman, Viee-Pre1., Great Northern Railroad 

Ur. 11 . E. Coman. Viee-Preo., Northern Pacific Railroad 

Mr. :r. A. Ueana, Great !Iorthern Railroad 
Mr. Georas M. Welle, Union Su.lpaur Co., 33 Rector St., 

New Tork: City. 
Ur. E. c. Tab.,., ChAirman, Braios River Harbor lfavi&ation 

District of Texae 

; J 

Mr. Edward J. 'fall, Director of Public Utilitieo, st.Louio, ~o. 

Mr. John T. Garrett, llies<l\lri Briel&• & Iron Co., St.Loul.e, llo. 

Mr. 11 . c. Coehel, Preo., Genoral Alumni Aasoc., Univ. of Mo. 
Prof. Walter Rautenstrauch, Columbia Uuiversity, !In York City. 

Mr. Joaeph !l. ToUJl&, Chicaco. Ill. 
Mr. 'f, 'f. Hendereon, OiYil £naineer ot Pacific GroYe, Cal. 

Mr. Georce r. lrnittemore, Civil E'n&ineer of Loo Angelee, Cal . 

Mr. J, s. Allen, of Greenville, Miee1oe1ppi, whi le not 

craduate o! a technical 1chool, hat apent hit life on the encineer­

ini;: and flood control problemt o! t.he alluYial valley, riein& to 

t he grade ot Chief Engineer of the Lower Yazoo Levee District, the 

runct1one of which he hao tulf1 l led, I am informed, with the h16heot 

credit and eatiataction for the pa1t 15 year1. He it widely lcnown 

tor hit relation• and aceo::ipliohment1 throll&hout the Lower Ya:oo 

Levee Dittr1ct during many paet normal and flood emergency period• 

ot the M1ae1ee1ppi River. I note thnt hie inmediate predece11or 

at Chio! ~lneer o! the Lower Ya100 LeYee Dittrict wat Mr. Charl e• 

'feat, whote death c!:llrin& incwabenc;y at a member of the ll1osl11lppi 

River Conmioeion created the Y&canQ' in concern. 
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I !ind that Mr. Allen ha• been indoreed for appointment 
on the l11oei1eippi River Collll1l111ion 'to'• 

Hon. Pat 11.arriaon of ll111i111pp1 
Hon. Will M. Wbitti'liton of Miaeiaa ippi 
Hon. Jeff llua'qy of M1111111pp1 
Hon. J. !. Rankin of U11eieeipDi 
Hon. Wall Dolle)" of Mie1i111pp1 
Hon. Wm. M. Colmar of Mi 1ai1e1pp1 
Hon . Ru.eaell lll•e;t ot 111ea1ee1pp1 
Hon. Ro11 A. Colline of ll111ia11ppi. 

Si ncerel,y youre, 

Secretary of War. 
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