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February 16, 1835.

Dear Mr. President:

Pl:tr-sunnt to your suggestion, I have conferred with
Senators Robinson and Bilbo regarding the proposed appoint-
ments of William Gerig of Arkansas, and J. S. Allen of Miss-
issippi, to the Mississippi River Commission. Senator
Robinson says the appointment of Mr. Gerig will be satisfactory
to him, and Senator Bilbo says he will raise no objection
to the appointment of Mr. Allen.

Very respec ’
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Secretary of War.

The President, " .
The White House,




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

2/18
MEMO FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Sen. Dieterich asks that
Mr, Albert Lf Culbertson
of Delavan, Ill., be
considered for appt to

Miss. River Commission,

MHM



THE WHITE HOUSE
6 : a"" P WASHINGTON

February 13, 1935.
MEMO FOR MAC

You were going to check
up on this for me. Will you hold
thlis letter until you are ready?
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The Presidant,

The White House.
Dear Mr. President:

Referring to memorandum of Jamuary 18, 1335, signed by
¥r. MeIntyre, saying that you desired my latest recomzendations
locking to filling two vacancies in the membership of the Missias-
sipnl River Commission, I submit the following, trusting that you
will decide to fill the sald vacancies at an sarly date.

As you kmow, thers have been a great many suggestions
and recommendations in this matter, all of which I have carefully
reviewad. Conclusion as to preferabls incumbencies is necesanrily
reached with dus regard for the welght to be atiached to respective
tachnical education and ability, extent and character of experi-
snca, reputation, and the satisfactlon of public opinion.

Thus, as meating all practical aspects of the cass, and
as being hizh-grads, practical, flood control and river improve-
ment enginesrs, I recommend for your favorable conslderation -

Mr., William Gerig, of Arkadelphla, Arkangas, and
Mr. J. S. Allen, of Greemvills, Mississippl.

1t will be noted that both of these nominees are residentas of the
Valley, one on the west and the other on the east side of the

river.

Mr. William Gerig is a graduate of the University of
Migsouri, with the degree of Civil Englneer. Ha is posseased of
high technical ability, and broad and thorough experience om major
engineering projects comnected with structurss and waterway im-
provements. He holde, at the presant time, the highest ecivilian
angineer grade in government sarvice - Head Enginser in the War
Department. FHia professionnl relationa have bean long and intimate,
as congultant and otherwlsa, with noteworthy operaticms, such as
the Gatun Dam, Panama, the Saluda Dam, ¥orth Carolina, and the
Tort Peck and Tygart Dams now under construction. In his earller



Letter to The President.

caresr, he was smployed for 18 years contimiously on the improve-
ment of the Missiseippi River, and may well be described as expert
in matters of its improvement and control.

T find Mr. Geriz to have been indorsed for appointment
on the Mississippl River Commission Ty

Hon. Hattle W. Caraway of Arkansas
Hon. Tilman B. Parks of Arkansas
Hon. D. D. Glover of Arkansas
Hon. Buesell Ellzey of Miesisaippl
Tach of the last thres Chiefs of Engineers, U.S. Army
Mr. R. E. Wood, President, Sears Rosbuck & Co.
Mr. C. R. Gray, President, Union Pacific System
Mr. L. €. Gilman, Vice-Pres., Oreat Northern Rallroad
Mr. W. E. Coman, Vice-Fres., Northern Pacific Railroad
Mr, F. A. Means, Great Northern Rallroad
Mr. George M. Wells, Unlon Sulphur Co., 33 Rector St.,
Hew York City.
Mr. E. C. Tobey, Chairman, Brazos River Harbor Navigation
District of Texas
Mr. Edward E. Wall, Director of Public Utilities, St.Louis, Mo.
Mr. John T. Garrett, Missourl Bridge & Iron Co., St.Louls, Mo.
Mr. W. C. Cochel, Pres., Gefefal Alwmi Assoc., Univ. of Mo.
Prof. Walter Rautenstrauch, Columbia University, New York City.
Mr. Joseph H. Young, Chicago, Ill.
Mr. W. W. Henderson, Civil Engineer of Pacific Grove, Cal.
Mr. George F. Whittemore, Civil Engineer of Los Angeles, Cal.

Mr. J. §. Allen, of Greenville, Mississippl, while not
graduate of a technieal school, has spent his 1ife on the engineer-
ing and flood control problems of the alluvial valley, rising to
the grade of Chief Engineer of the Lower Yazoo Levee District, the
functions of which he has fulfilled, I am informed, with the highest
credit and satlsfaction for the past 15 years. He is widely known
for his relations and accomplishments throughout the Lower Yazoo
Leves District during many past normal and flood emergency periods
of the Mississippi River. I note that his immediste predecessor
as Cuief Engineer of the Lower Yazoo Levee District was Mr. Charles
fest, whose death during incumbency as & member of the Mississippl
River Commission created the vacancy in concearm.



Letter to The President.

I find that Mr. Allen has been indorsed for appointment
on the Missiseippl Eiver Commission by:

Hoa.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Homn.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

Pat Harrison of Mississippl

Will M. Wolttington of Mississippl
Jaff Busly of Mississippi

J. E. Rankin of Mississipod

Wall Doxey of Missimaeippd

Wm. M. Colmer of Miseissippi
Russell Ellzey of Mississipoi
Hoss A. Colline of Migsiseippl.

Sincerely yours,

/ ]

Secretary of War.



	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008

