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Jin:uy ..:offf>tt cali.eo cie the othor 
eve:tlr.g auo c.ao a lon.: cor.vc rst. ticn. 
~:e i:. very upsEt uvout 1.i.u.t he c1;lls 
this aviful oil &our.dul. lie fu.:.ls 1 t is 
a conspiracy :.11d ho has tlHl>e ,1eo9l(' 
i n wri tine - Icnct. , Dhv i es uuu .. ~ar~rwl.L. 
ano he is goinc to sue al~ of the::i . 

Jte st.id "thi~ .nrc.b1<or tl1i11& is 
as· screwbi.11 as ll"ll" . he s ... y~ it 1:. 

· crool(ev frow s t;.rt to fini:,h . . . 
llf' llils l:i.c •flu" cuu. he cav oe 

vtn· Urec ano sic .. , cu:; I t11oui,i1t 1 
sr.oulo ,i ... ss 11" t.loni; i.nyho\\ . l S,Jor;e 
io &tcve i.ncl ne tel ... s me tii.. t Jira:Jy hus 
a com,,loto ,ihobi"' 011 tliis oi.l. situutioi •. 
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DELIVlltf TO THE PRUl11ENT. IF I IWI NOT BUN ILL FOii A COUPLE 
OF WIKI I WOUUI B! IN WASHINGTON BUT FUNKLY I HAVI NOT HAD . . 

• THI ITRlllGTM TO llAICI THI Tllll'. Al ALWAYI llY KINDEST ll!GARJIS 
MD BllT WI IHll TO TIU . . 

.wira A llOFFm 
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~ o.eT ?&•• eTlllC:CT 
"ltW ~OA"- a l, N Y 

Pebrv.a.17 26, 19W. 

Apropo1 o f our conver•at.ion, tovtral d..,.a .,o, lltlt:rtin 

pip.iine, I am eocloeing herewith a lett•r t or t.h• President, ll'hich I 
~hiAk «1aboclr llboW.d call t.o hi• •tt.~t.1«\. ri-.w.raJ.13', I Jcnow or hi• 
worries , t.roubl•a, t.he war, fJ'ld everything alee, and l t°'Ottret to d.1•-

t.\U'b trl.a at. this t..iJM. Kowever, I would le.el rtm.as it 1 did not. e&l.l 

hi• at.t.mt.ion t.o .mat i• in J1¥ #litid bt!or• I optn up. 

I apprtci ate y.ur c.:Jl".u"\0'1 to u t t\e other n.l.cht and 
in accordance tdt.h J'OUt' eu,u..1t.ion, I .. torwa.rdin.g t.h11 t.o J'OU• 

.\!aybe aometke things will eet.t.lt dow ao t.h.at )'OU e&n 

briAI ~ pna w u .. York ead lilt-a. Kottiei.t. .nd 1 eaa Wt )'OU ou.t. on 
tht t.cnm.. Parhaps oven Walter 1'1ncholl oculd Mtt. you aclin. tt. would 
giv• \l.I grut. pleaWl"t. 

M.:11 1 Orace 1\1.l.lJ' 
c/o '"'• Preaid.ot or the Unit.-4 ~t.01 Hri• Park:, x,. York. 
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MT dear Mr . Preeident1 

' 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

March 3, 1944. 

'l'ba.llk JOU tor &iTin& ae p~eeion to baTe theee 4ocuaente pbctoetate4 tor ~ tilH. Jimr.y cert ai n17 giTH •• a gr eat bui l dup. If I a.m the t;UJ vbo can 1ntim1cl.&te the oil executi••• ot the 1Uni te4 Sta tee and the vor ld1 , I aa a bandJ 11&11 to ban about, and I r"pecttull.y eubmi t that I o~t to baTe a proao­tion inetead ot bavin& IQJ ot!icial bead rolled into Ji~'• baaket. Some ot bh etut! 1e Juet gibberieh and I hope that be lmev vbat be -• talldn& about becauee I badn1 t the t&inteet notion. .lnd vb¥ did be hold out on ue vhen he and e•errone el•• knev that ve vere goin& to fight Japan? I a.m particulerl7 delighted to learn troa the letter that Jiall\Y 1batee vr onc•. It ve can only ban& together on thia ve vill go fer. 

The Preeident, 
The White Bouae. 

Sincerely your e, 

Secretarr of the Interior. 
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1f7 4MI' llr. Preeiclmt1 

• EAaT 7&•0 8TRCCT 
NEW YO"K a 1, N , Y 

Pe1-&17 26, 1944 

It. 1• rq opin1on, n.ht. or wronc, that 7011 8hould cle­und the reeiption ot fh• Honorable llerold L. lok••· I tMl. that be b&a hurt the Amuicu publio tnd JOO.r Meda. 

He bu 111t1aidated th• oil aeoutin• of the United Stat '•• tnd th• world. Be bu oonapi.red .,a1llat .. , 111 writiDc, to the ext.ct that I waa not penitted 111 W~on and had to re~ tro. rq poeition, aft.er t.h1rt~ 79U•' experience 111 the oil pae, ao that I oould be entitled to trffdolll ot apHch without 111volv111C execu­tive• aeeociated with me, stockholder•, and tricda. 

Jn a tn daJll, I aa eoiil& to launch what is, 111 rq opinion, a viciou.e attaclc .,ainst hie operation u Petroleum Coordinator and Preeidt11t of the Petroleua RH•rvee Corporation. I peraonal.17 think that be ahou.ld be r~ tro. both oft1cee alone with hie etatt. The7 u., in rq opinion, a lot ot ecbool boJll 'llbo -:r hue eold bia do1lll the rber, and 'llbo do not .cnow what it 1a all about. 

I recret that, with all ,.wr probl ... and worr1•­Govenl1Mftt and war-that I ban to call ,.w.r attention to wbat ie, in rq opinion, a diagracetul and, poeeibl.7, the biueet ecandal 111 th• oil pme 111 rq tbirt:J--•icht ,..are ot eXperience. 

Be ie mad at me du• to the tact that h• mad• Mllcioua stat-ta ac&inet the oil 111dilatr"J' one week aft.er 'Ar waa deelared and I wa1 aaked ti,. all the independent oil COllj)Aftiee and the Allel"ican P .. trolwm Institute to an ... r hill at Atlantic Cit7 in Septaber, 1939· Later on, be attacked the railroada1 be diverted tankers to th• Br1tiab1 because ot their om 111.tticict operation ot tanker•, and tnclancered 
Olll' Fleet, 'llbich wae the in th• Pacitio, when ever7bo<1T Im• we were ioiil& to fight Japan . He ,had aleo iaaue<I a raticninc order tor l°" on the Atlantic ••board. 

I ~made bia adlld.t h• waa wronc three...,. • .ltter these two epiaodea, naturaUT he 1a t1cht1116 mad at ... 
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Th• Preeidtnt (2) 

.. CAaT 7Z•O aTfltCCT 
H CW YO"K a1. H Y. 

2/26/44 

What hie objectin 1•, I do not. know-poeeibl,- Gonm­mtnt omer8bip-1Nt he 1• wrcnr •• tar ae the AMrioen pQblio ie ocn­cemed 1n nerr manner, eh&pe and tona. To rq ~ ot +bjnJdn1, hb 
11hol• idea ot th• oil indlaetrJ 1• dbrrac•tul. and I 'llDllld t..i ....tu u I did Dot &d'riH TOil 1D adnoo• tb&t I ... &OiDI to att.aok hia ol>IDl7 with tact• and ficl&M•· I MT be ~ lNt I think that I - n..i>t. 

I truet that JOU are recov•rinB n- the n... I have bad it rqeelt tor eneral. neka and it h dUticul.t to rid ooe'• aelt ot it. I etnd JOQ rq ki.ndeet regvde and J'Oll have, aa J011 b&n alftTll 
h&d, rq YU'T hirbeet eet-. 

I rerret to throw another &DD07a11ce into )'Ollr lap at this time. 

Very a1nc•rel¥1 

~c· ,, ... ~· 

J ~ .. 0 ~ _l,t. ~~~ 
..l.,ju.~ cy .3 . ~ ' 
~ ~~-

Th• Hoooral;lle Fr&Dklln o. liooenelt <.___} .--
The Preeidtnt ot the Ullited Stat•• 
H:pde Parle, New Iork. 
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THll WHITll HOUSll 

WMHINGTON 

Febru..ry ,9, 1944· 
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COPY 

4 Eaat ?2nd Street 
Haw York 21, N. Y, 

My daar Mr, Praaident: 

2/26/44 

It i• my opinion, right or wrong, ttat you should de­
mand the r11ignation of The Honorable Harold L. Icke1, I feel 
that he ha1 hurt the Amerioan public and your friend1, 

He ha1 intimidated the oil exeoutiv11 of thB United 
Btatea and the world. He ha1 con1pired again1t me, in writing, 
to the axtant ttat I wa1 not permitted in Walhlngton and tad to 
resign from my po1ition, after thirty-eight year•' experience 
in the oil game, so that I could be entitled to freedom of 
speech without involving executives associated with me, stock-
holders, and frlende, · 

In a few days, I am going to launch what le, in my 
opinion, a vicious attack against his operation as Petroleum 
Coordinator and President of the Petroleum Reserve• Corporation. 
I personally think tbat he should be removed from both offices 
along with his staff , They are, in my opinion, a lot of school 
boys who may have sold him down the river, and who do not know 
what it la all about, 

I regret that, with all your problems and worries 
Government and war - - that I have to call your attention to 
what is, in my opinion, a disgraceful and, possibly, the biggest 
scandal in the oil game in my thirty-eight years of experience. 

He is mad at me due to the fact that he made malicious 
statements against the oil industry one week after war was 

' declared and I was asked by all the independent oil companies 
and the American Petroleum Institute to answer him at Atlantic 
City in September, 1939, Later on, he at tacked the railroads, 
he diverted tankers to the Britieh, because of their own in­
efficient operation of tankers, and endangered our Fleet, which 
was then in the Pacific, when everybody knew we were going to 
fight Japan. He 1».d also leeued a rationing order for 10'5 on 
the Atlantic seaboard. 

I openly made him admit he was wrong three ways, After 
these two episodes, naturally he ie fighting mad at me. 
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What hl• obJtotl•t 11, I do not know, po1eibl7 Oo•tl"'n­aent ownerah1p .... but ht 1• wrong •• tar • • thl Aaer1oan public 11 concerned ln •Yerf MMer 1hape Md t ora. To •7 Wl.J' of thinking, bi• whole 14•• or ibo oil lnOUetry le dl1grao11'Ul • n4 I would feel re•1•• l t I 414 not a&•111 1ou ln ad•anoe that I am going t o ottaok him openl y with ta<1t1 and tlgurH. I •&J be wrong but I think tlat I aa rlpilt.' 

I trutt that J OU are recoYerlng troa tbl n.u. I hi.•• bad lt a711lt tor 11Yer&l w11k1 and lt 1• d1fttoult to rid on1 1 1 self ot it. I 11nd you •7 tlnd11t regard• and you ii.•e, ••you ha•t alva31 had, a.r •tr7 h1.ghe1t eattta. 

I re~rtt to t hrow &r1other a.nno7ano1 into 7our lap at th11 time . 

Very 11.noerel.J, 

•I Jamee A, Morrett 

?.s . Ir I u wron1< I take m1 •panklng. I 11kl r i ght and I hate wrong . But I lo•• a t rlend . 

J .A.II. 

'l'ho Honorable rn.ntlln D. Rooo .. elt 
Pretld t nt of the United Stat11 
Hyde Pork , New York, 
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