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4 EAST T2%F BTRELET
NEW YORK 21, M, ¥

February 26, 1944

My dear Grace:

Apropos of our conversation, several days ago, wherain
I asked Mike Benedum to deliver to you my comment on the Arabian
pipeline, I am enclesing herewith a letter for the President, which I
think somebody should eall to his attention. Haturally, I lmow of his b
worries, troublea, the war, and everything elee, and I regret to dis-
turb him at this time. However, I would feel remiss if I did not eall
his attention te what is in my mind before I OpEN Up.

I appreciate yur courtesy to me the other night and
in accordance with your suggestion, I am forwarding this to you.

dsybe sometime:things will settls domn 80 that you can
bring your gang to New York and Mrs, Moffett and I can take you out om
the town. Perhaps even Walter Winchell could meet you agein. It would

glve us great pleasurs.
Einnxrely,

‘tr\-.,-._ .
Hisa Grace Tully

ofo The President of the United States
Hyde Park, New York. P S
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOMN

% Vi
\" March 3, 1944,

My dear Mr. President:

Thank you for giving me permission to have these documents
prhotostated for my files. Jimmy certainly gives me a great
buildup., If I am the guy who can intimidate the oil executives
of the "United States and the world", I am a bandy man to have
about, and I respectfully submit that I ought to have a promo-
tion instead of having my official head rolled into Jimmy's
basket. Some of his stuff is just gibberish and I hope that
he knew what he wae talking about becauge I hadn't the faintest
notion. And why did he hold out on us when he and everyone elee
knew that we were going to fight Japan? I am particularly
delighted to learn from the letter that Jimmy "hatee wrong", If
we can only hang together on thies we will go far,

Sincerely yours,

SoreotZl L GEL s

Secretary of the Interior.

The President,
The White House.



THE WHITE HOUSE,

Washington

Pebruary 29, 1944.
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Always sincerely,

» Bsq.,
»

4 East T2nd Btreet

New York, ¥. Y.

James A. Noffett



4 EAST 7E2YP BTREET
HNEW YORK 21, N. 7

February 26, 1944

My dear Mr. President:

It is my opinien, right or wrong, that you should de-

mand the resignation of The Honorable Harold L, Ickes. I feel that
he has hurt the American public and your friends.

He has intimidated the oil executives of the United

States and the world, He has conspired against me, in writing, to the
extent that I was not permitted in Washington and had to resign from
my positien, after thirty-eight years' experience in the oil game, so
that I could be entitled to freedom of speech without involving execu-
tives associated with me, stockholders, and friends,

opinicn,

In a few days, I am going to launch what is, in my
a vicious attack against his operation as Petroleum Coordinator

and Fresident of the Petroleum Reserves Corporation. I perscnally
think that he should be removed from both offices along with his staff.
They are, in my opinion, a lot of school boys who may have sold him
down the river, and who do not imow what it is all about.

I regret that, with all your problems and worries—

Government and war--that I have to call your attention to what is,
in my opinion, a disgraceful and, possibly, the biggest scandal in the
oil game in my thirty-eight years of experience.

He is mad at me due to the fact that he made malicious

statements against the oil industry cne week after war was declared and
» I was asked by all the independent oil companies and the American Pe-
troleum Institute to answer him at Atlantic City in September, 1939.

Later on, he attacked the railroads » he diverted tankers to the British,
because of their own inefficient operation of tankers, and endangered
our Fleet, which was then in the Pacifiec, when everjbody lmew we were
going to fight Japan. He had also issued a rationing order for 104 on
the Atlantic seaboard.

I openly made him admit he was wrong three ways. After

these two episodes, naturally he is fighting mad at me.

34



4 EAST 72YP BTREET
NEW YORK 2I,N. ¥

The President (2) 2/26/14

What his objective is, I do not know—possibly Govern-
ment ownership-—but he is wrong as far as the American public is con-
cemed in every manner, shape and form. To my way of thinkdng, his
whole idea of the oil industry is disgraceful and I would Teel remiss
if I did not advise you in advance that I am going to attack him openly
with facts and figures. I may be wrong but I think that I am right.

I trust that you are recovering from the Flu. I have
had it myself for several weeks and it is difficult to rid one's self
of it. I send you my kindest regards and you have, as you have always
had, my very highest esteem.

I regret to throw another ammoyance into your lap at
this time.

Very sincerely,

A

iy s D Ak s
W“Mt a/f'/‘“‘;“ij'

The Honorable Franklin D. Roos
The President of the United States
Hyde Park, New York.

do







COPY 2/26 /44

4 Eaet 72nd Street
New York 21, N, X,

My dear Mr, President:

It ie my opinion, right or wrong, that you should de-
mand the resignation of The Honorable Harold L, Ickes, I feel
that he has hurt the American public and your friends,

He has intimidated the oil executives of the United
States and the world, He has conspired againet me, in writing,
to the extent that I was not permitted in Washington and had to
resign from my position, after thirty-elght years' experience
in the oil game, so that I could be entitled to freedom of
speech without involving executives assoclated with me, stock-
holders, and friends.

In a few days, I am going to launch what is, in my
opinion, a vicious attack against hle operatlon as Petroleum
Coordinator and President of the Petroleum Reserves Corporation.
I peresonally think that he should be removed from both offices
along with his staff, They are, in my opinion, & lot of school
boys who may have sold him down the river, and who do not know
what 1t 1s all about,

I regret that, with all your probleme and worries --
Government and war -- that I have to call your attention to
what is, in my opinion, & dlsgraceful and, possibly, the bigpest
scandal in the oll game in my thirty-eight years of experience,

He 1s mad at me due to the fact that he made mallclous
statements against the oll industry one week after war was
declared and I was asked by all the independent oil companies
and the American Fetroleum Institute to answer him at Atlantlc
City in September, 1539, Later on, he attacked the rallroads,
he diverted tankers to the British, because of thelr own in-
efficient operation of tankers, and endangered our Fleet, which
was then in the Pacific, when everybody knew we were going to
fight Japan., He had also 1ssued a rationing order for 10% on
the Atlantlic seaboard,.

I openly made him admit he was wrong three ways, After
these two eplsodes, naturally he i1s fighting mad at me.

Ya



What his oblective 1s, I do not know possibly Govern-
ment ownership -- but he 1s wrong as far as éhu American public
is concerned in every manner, shape and form. To my way of
thinking, hia whole idea of the oil industry is Alsgraceful and
I would feel remiss if I did not adviee you in mdvenoe that I
am going to mattack him cpenly with fagte and figures, I may be
wrong tut I think that I am right,

I trust that you are recovering from the Flu, I have
had it myself for several weeke and it ism difficult to rid one's

self of 1t. I send you my kindest regarde and you have, ap you
have always had, my very {15]1::'; esteem,

I regret to throw mnother annoyance into your lap at
thie time,

Very sincerely,

8/ James A, Moffett

F,8., If I am wrong I take my apanking., T 1ike right and I hate
wrong. But I love & friend.

J.AM,

The Honorable Franklin D, Roosswvelt
Pregident of the United States
Hyde Park, New York,
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