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Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt, I 2, November 13, 1936. 

reach an agreement "1th the Commonw~al'th and Southern, an outfit you know would destroy you in a -ent, it they bad the power, Without regard to the •ean1 it they •ere sure they would not be dis­covered. They have !ought 7ou bitterl7 in thia great campaisn. Th97 have !ought me, on a smaller scale, i n the ... e ft)'. Their 110n97, and their ell1a1arie1, have gone over the entire country re-1orting to a117th1ng which, in their aadness, t he7 thought llight 1nJure either one ot us. The7 have resorted to the same old means and methods - dis­reputable, dishonorable and, to a great extent, dishonest. Now they are trying to reach an agree­ment With an outfit With which the Tennessee Valle7 Authority made a contract in 1934, which contract they violated trom the vary day i t was made . They never acted in good taith. 

The Commonwealth and Southern, pretending to repr esent the various power companies in the south, made an agreement with the Tennessee Valley Authority •1th reference to the activities ot the Tennessee Valle7 Authority and we then tound that the sub­sidiaries, and stockholders ot the subsidiaries, 
ot the Commonwealth and Southern commenced the 1nJunc­t1on suit which finally went to the Supreme Court. It coat the Tennessee Valley Authority, in expanses and in loss or revenue, many millions or dollars. The Commonweal Ui and Southern paid an attorney' s tee of Fifty Thousand Dollars to carry on the litiga­tion against 1tselt and the Tennessee Valley Authority . Their conduct was unethical, unprofessional, dis­reputable, dishonest and dishonorable. flow can you expect to make an agreement with such an outfit, and have them keep it, where the carrying out of such an agreement would require good faith on both sides~ 

These aatters entered very greatly i nto the recent campaign. Had they succeeded in defeating you, it would probably have meant the disruption and ult18ate destructi on or the Tennessee Valley Authority and everything that has followed from it • 
• 





Honorable Frankl.in D. Roosevelt, I 4, 
Nov•ber 13, 1936. 

I cal)llot Qelp but be suspicious that 
some ot th• propositions made by Kr. Wehle 
who claimed to re.11r asent you in these negotia­
tionai ware incited and were proposed, in r eality, 
to ha p the Commonwealth and Southern. I t 1eam1 
to me his claim that the Public Works Adllinistra­
tion should not loan any money to municipalities 
in disputed territory until the matter was settled, 
ia without any foundation ot tact whatever , with­
out any reason to back it, and is intended only to 
discourage and delay those various municipalities 
wanting to secure their nower trOll the Tennessee 
Valley Authority . In all the negotiations, I have 
nowhere discovered anything wherein it was proposed 
that the Commonwealth and Southern should cease 
its multitudinous litigations going on all over 
the country . I presume the Commonwealth and 
Southern would agree to do this as they did before 
and then, at their expense, probably attorneys 
would spri ng up tor t he subsidiaries or stock­
holders and would oommance i nJunction sui ts and 
delay all . the advancement and progress. They would 
def eat progress by delay even though they were un­
successful in th9 end. 

I hope, Mr. President , that you will not give 
up t he advantage which thi s national victory has 
given in this power fi ght. I see no reason why the 
contract, which never should have been made, should 
be continued for three months while the negotiations 
are going on . 

This contract has been violated and has never 
been lived up to by the Commonwealth and Southern 
but the Tennessee Valley Authority has acted in 
good faith, I see no reason for the pool proposed. 
Moreover, I think it i s entirely illegal under the 
Tennessee Valley Authority Act and many or the 
propositions would be, and ought to be, held i l ­
legal by the courts . Why make a deal with an out­
fit that you know, in advance, you could not trust 
and who will not keep their agreements1 Why not 
go on as the Tennessee Valley Authority has done -
where it is necessary to purchase transmission lines 
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