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June 11, 1940.
MFEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
Dear Mr, President:

Here 1s & copy of the article
given you in confidence yeaterday by
Mrs. Roosevelt. The original has been
returned to her.

Mrs. Roosevelt told me, speak-
ing in confidence, that this article
wes written by the head of the Christien
Science NMonitor's bureau in Berlin to
the Managing Editor of the Christian
Science Monitor in Boston, Mass.

Nra. Roosevelt sald you wanted
this copy.

S.T.E.




Berlin, May B

The whole subject of the American press here is the
greatest story which could be written but obviously can't
for two reasons. One, it would bring instant expulsion, and,
two, the code of American journalism would make it impossible
for you to print it since it reflects to the dlscredit of our
collengues,

The best approach to the subject ie the new technique

evolved here for the treatment of correspondents who meet with
disapproval. They shun the step of formal and publie expulsion
becauses it causes & sensation and reflects badly on them.
e can assume thet there will be no formal expulsions except
in Funh drastic cases as that of Beach Conger where they have
no choice. The new technique is to wait until the offending
correspondent 1s out of the country and then refuse Te-entry.
This has now happened to Bill White and Warren Irvin.

The Tolischus affaeir 1s slightly different and very
much to the discredit of the New York Times. The Timez vies
. With the government here in its efforts to avoid an open break.
They compromised to save thelr face and withdrew Tolischus.

He is to be permitted to return for a few days to collect his
belongings but is forbidden to write anything. In a last
desperate effort to pateh things up Guido Enderis proposed

that he would personally censor Tolischus copy and guarantee
to sterilize it if he would be permitted to come back. But
they feel Tolischue has done them too much damage already and
refused despite their complete trust in Guido and thelr fervent
desire to do everything possible for the Times.
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Coupled with the sbeve-mentiocned type of pr&aaurc are
other internal policles towards the American press which has
resulted in a demoralization of the Amerleen corpe here. Trips,
interviews, advance nn?iﬂe of news breesks are all used as bait
or reward. The sad thing is that certain members of the group
have declded to play the game this way, destroying any possi-
bility of & common front of the group which alone could preserve
the professicnsl integrity and service of the group.

The most glaring single instance of how the aysten
works 1e a speclal privete press conference held one hour before
the general press conference. The specisl conference is an
invitation affair. At 1t, all the news glven out an hour later
is glven to the fuvored few glving them an hour best. This
rertioular device was arranged primarily to handicap the UP.
The AP and INS sre invited, also the New York Times and Chicsgo
Daily Hews. Those who asccept put themselves under obligation
to the regime here for the seke of the adventsge it gives thenm
over their competitors.

There have been specific attempts &t hrib?ry. ¥Wally
Deuell of the Dally News, was told some time ago that he could
have an interview with Hitler any time he cared to change his
ettitude. On another cocasion it wes intimaeted to him that he
would need to have no further finaneiasl worries if he would
chenge. I do not necessarily oconclude that from the fact that
one Amerlcen was offered money, that others have accepted it.

But it is interesting how faithfully some of them play the geme.
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The technique is analagous to the general forelgn policy
technique of the govermment, By offering rewsrds at one end of
the line and penaltles at the other they succeed in breeking up
the unity of the group and are sble to pieck off one at a time --
the famous Canham "Leaves of the ertichoke" simile. At any one
moment the majority ere lulled into a sense of security and
assured that there 1= only one "bad boy" and that as soon es he
is teken care of all will be peaceful end hermonious. Thus there
is never eny rallying eround one in danger at the moment.

The amusing aspect of "the private press conference" -
press associstion situation is that despite all efforts Fred
Oerschner and his UP steff manage to make an extremely good
showlnz for them=elves. They know they ean count on no favors.
The entire staff of the Propaganda Ministry is under formal
instruetions to see to it thut the AP and INS get ull the news
well in advance of the'U;: Knowing they have only themselves,
Fred's steff goes to work diligently and so successfully that
they have of late run up quite a score on news bests. The
climex came yesterdey when the AP and INS submitted & five-page
letter of complaint to the Propagendes Ministry citing ten
instences where the UP got "bests" and demanding more favoruble
treatment. The fuct that the AP and INS would complain to the
Propaganda Ministry is both a tribute of exceptional charscter
to their competitor end slso an fllumineting instence of how
these two bureaus here will not only eccept but even request
what ere, unquestionably, improper favors for which they, of

course, expect to pay.




If one were to probe behind the predicament you would probably
discover in the beckground the demoralizing effect of Kent Cooper's
attitude toward his subordinates which I have encountered in
several places in Europe. They ere hounded, bullied and badgered
in a way which seems almost sadistie, sapping the morele of the
orgenizetion and driving some of them to such devices as the
pitiful plea here to the Propaganda Ministry for even more
favors than the very substantisl ones alresdy erranged for them.

The specific result in news is to be found in such things
as the Sylt story and the Copenhagen storlies when the two favored
orgaenizations d41d yeoman service for the Germen pause here, When
they went to Demmark they didn"t sttempt to write the real story
but took a motor trip elong the shore of the Island of Seeland
end eccepted & pre-erranged telephone cell to a loecal offieial
farther north and on the basis of such evidence wrote that no
battle was going on in the Skagerrak.

Another device practiced almost flagrently is to intrigue
within an orgenization., For example, Sigrid Schultze has been
a spirited thorn in thelr side for some time. Recently an ex-
ceasively stupld protege of Colonel MoCormick's arrived. They
tested him out and found him to be amenable to suggestion. So
they promptly offered him personally all kinds of speclal favors
in the way of trips which were and still are denied to the rest
of the Tribune staff. The hope obviously was to build him up
to the point where the Tribune might recall Schultze and give the
new man her Job, The same thing was attempted when a women named
Breckenridge arrived for Columbla. They worked hard on her in
the hope she might be given Bill Shirer's job.
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These two efforts failed but they have been more success-
ful with NBC. Warren Irvin was particularly distasteful to them.
They threw across Mex Jordan's path a young half-American living
here. Once when Irvin was away for & time they proceeded to
build him up with every assistence they could contrive, at the
same time letting Jordan know that more fevors would be golng
to NBC if Kirker (the new men) would teke Irvin's place. Jordan
took th; bait and would heve fired Irvin had the New York office
not stepped in. But they now refuse to let Irvin back which
sults Jordan, because their pet Kirker tekes over. Kirker,
slthough an American citizen, has lived here moat of hiz life,
is secretly = Hezi and there is some reason for suspectlng that
he is actually an S.5. member. Wwhen he doesn't know Americans
are watching he glves the lazl salute with great proficlenoy.
After watching this process in action it is possible to
divide the Americans into two groups, those who play the game
end write as fevorably as they can, and those who respect their
inteprity and write as honestly as they can. In the first group
ere Guido Enderis and his Times staff (now that Tolischus is
gone), Louis Lochner and the AP, Pete Huss and the INS and Max
Jorden of NBC. On the other side are Sigrid Schultze of the
Chiengo Tribune, Ralph Barnes of the Herald Tribune and Bill
Shirer of Columbia. Wally Deuell of the Daily Hews is the only
one who maneges somehow to retain his integrity while accepting
some of the favors. Some of hls writing has been excellent and
thoroughly honest. Yet he is invited to the speclal press

conferences, This 1s the only questionable favor he accepts
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regularly, What he does 1s write honestly when he has occesion
to and then teking pains to sey things in their favor whenever
he feels he honestly can. He manages to remain on friendly terms
personally with them while refusing to accept the more improper
type of favors.

This leads me to the question of my own position here.
T recognize that a correspondent in a country at war should,
and rightly does, respect the military necessities of & belli-
gerent. Under no ciroumstance would I elther attempt to secure
or transmit information of military importunce. I accept that
limitation without question. But T do not feel that T gan, or
that you would want me to, lend myself to the propaganda ceuse
of this country, or any country, for that matter. It becomes
important for me to know, therefore, just how vital you deem 1t
to have a correspondent In Germany. The issue is not immediste.
I am not on the next on the list of objectionable correspondents.
Both Sigrid Schultze and Bill Shirer are likely to be forced
out before they come to me, But the time is aslwost certsin to
come when we will have to declde between compromise as Louis
Lochner and Pete Huss and Max Jordan and Guido Enderis understand
it, end honest journalism. I can defer that time for quite a
while and will defer 1t as long as I ocan without damaging my
own self-respect. But the question arises as to how much im-
portence you attech to having a correspondent here when he is
no longer able to write things 1ike that Copenhagen story. As
a metter of fact, I shall be very surprised indeed if I get
another chance to do anything like that. And after all it 1is
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only stories like that that compensate you for the long weeks
when I produce nothing of real merit for you. It 1s costing
you & lot of money to keept me here and the return you get

in terms of copy are certain to be a diminishing gquantity.
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