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305 BROADWAY, NEW YORK

February 18 1835

Mr. Marvin H. Mc Intyre,
Apsistant Secretary to tane President,
White House, Wasnington, D C.

Dear Mr. Mc Intyre:

I would be obliged if you would see that toe
President gets the enclosed.

As I told the President, Mrs. Price and myself and
two friends are leaving for n Caribbean cruise March 2nd., and expect
to reach tue Virgin Islands Mareh 1llth., where we will stay for a
couple of weeks., A letter to thhe Governor will be appreciated . \\

Yours very truly, —

/7{’{' i {.LLI



of Public:Works, specifically recog- |

nized‘the’ standard’ established by
ROBERT MOSES a8 chairman of the
Long “Island - State Park. Commis-

sion. '+ Commissioner 'MOSES - Was |:

then not identified with the Tribor-
ough* Bridge -Authority.*The con-
tract was signed for that authority
by * GEORGE GORDON "BATTLE, its
chairman. . Section 12 of the con-
tract, dealing with the construction
of the project, says: 44

In order to maintain a standard p
of design consistent with Bt.l.t.ai
;md'FMer..l parkway construction |

in the.Borough of Queens, \that
part of the connections “which is
designated by the letter “C'" on
Exhibit 1 hereto annexed shall be
| designed by the New York State
Department of Public ‘Works and
the Long 1sland State Park Com-
rlﬂlun,‘* without cost ‘to-the.bor-

rower or the government, and said
part of.-the-connections ‘shall be
constructed 4in. conformity thereto
~to the satisfaction of the resident
‘“project:engineer, * ' it -
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308 BROADWAY, NEW YORK
February 18, 1835.

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United Btates,
Waehington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President;

I have taken up with Robert Moses the suggestion
you mede to me in our talk on Wednesday last, that he snould
publicly withdrew statements he made in reference to Governor
Lehman dpyring the last campailgn.

This ne will not conment to do,

In the first place while the Uoges campalgn mey have intensified
personal feelings, I would like to point out that the trouble with
the Tri-Borough-Bridge Authoritiy etarted long before Moses was
nominated or nad any thought of becoming a candidnte for Governor,
in faet, toe withholding of funde for the Bridge began immedlntely
after loses wane appnointed to the Authority last February and hes
been ocontinuing off and on ever eince, Bhortly after Moses was
aprointed to the Autiority and bepen to reorpanize 1f, Becretary
Ickes asked Mayor Le Guardin to get him off the Authority on the
ground that he wne not friendly with tie recovery program at
Weshington, theogh acknowledging thet he wae honest and competent..

Secondly I camnnot see iow his cempeien for tie
Governorship alters the princivle of the case-thnt 18 that the
ellottment of Federnl funde shéuld not ©be contincent upon a
Federal veto of municipal appolintments, granting in every case that
the appointee is competently filling his job. There hes been no
sugrestilion in the Mosee case that he ls not do doing.

If the Federal Govermment has the veto of such
appointmente it will only furnlsh ammunition to the opponente
of tue New Deal.

I want to agein point cut to you the unanimous public
feeling here ageinet Becretary Ickes order, which will only do ham
to your policies(from which we all hope mo much) if carried out.

I truet tuat you will meke plain that Federal funds
for additional public works in New York Oity are not contingent upon
Mosee resigning or the Mayor declining to reappoint him to the
Bridge Authority or hie resignation ag Perk Commissioner. Thie
implication has been freely voiced here.
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305 BROADWAY. NEW YORK

The rescinding of Becretary Ickes Order No. 189 will
emphaeize your previous statements that Federnl funds will be
edninistered in a non-politicel manner,

I want to again thank you for gilving me so much of your
time and hoping this Moses affair will not coAnge our versonal
regard for one another.

Cordielly yours,

oA m/i..m

Closp atiiora = uet i /"'”7 loent
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Angust 16, 1837,

Deax Bobby:-
Nany thanks for your mote. I

do hope to ses you one of these daye soon.
My best wishes to yom,

Always sincersly,

'h-.t Eaq.,
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Fobert Kennerth Straus

ET0 Ave
New N. I.

The President
The White House

Washingtom, D. C,

as my om, I would like
in running on the ticket with Mayor LaGuardia,
I feal a

If you should want to see me at
any time, I would, of course, be happy to come
whenever it is conveniemt, In the meantime, I
hpnmwﬂlntﬂlnpﬁuumdwful—
lowers.

Tours very sincerely,

21 o
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4 AUGUST, 1938

dfd4 FIRST MAKE CONTACT WITH MR HOPKINS AND THEN WITH FLYNN
CONCERNING FAY PERIOD IT IS MY HOPE THAT FAY WILL CONSENT TO
RUN 133g
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L] WILLIAM T. FETHERSTON

COUNBELLOR AT LAW
30 BAY STREET
STATEN iSLAND, W ¥
ONE GIBRALTAR 72300

January E24th, 1941

Hon. Franklin D. Hoosaevelt
President of the United States
White House

Washington, D.C.

My dear Mr. President:

I wish to apologize for the delay in answering your
memorandum regarding the astivities of Verne Marshall,
An attack of the Flu immedliately upon my return from the
Inaugural Ceremonies sonfined me to my home.

However, upon receipt of your memorandum, I immediately
hed inquiries made and, &s far s I ocan ascertaln, up to the
present time, Marshall or the Coughlanites have not as yet
atarted on Staten Island any movement tending to obstruet,
or in any way interfere with, the activities of the National
Government.

iafter oareful consideration, and in the light of the in-
formation contained in your memorandum, it is my firm convie-
tion that every Leader and every member of the Demoocratic Org=
anizaetion of Riohmond County has been, mnd will continue to be,
in ascord with your policies, and will not permit subveraive
agtivities to influence them in patrioticelly supporting you
and the Natlonal Government.

Flease accept my sinocere thanke for the information con-
tained in your memorandum.

With assurances of my highest personal regards, I am

Cordially yours,

P W

WILLIAM T. FETHERSTON




PRIVATE
January 16, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. WILLIAM T. FETHER3TON

It has come to my attention that
thie man Verne Mareshall, a publisher from
Iowa, who 1s conducting a campalgn which
has the whole-hearted blessing of the Nazl
Government and 1s intended indirectly to
encourage complete German victory, has
approached a number of Democratic leaders
in New York City. It 1s sald that one
leader signed the names of his distrioct
captains to Marshall's pronouncement,
apparently without their knowledge. It
is sald that in one of the Brooklyn
districts the Marshall crowd and Father
Coughlin's crowd have come together.

I thought you would like to have
this information.
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August 12, 1942,

Dear Jim:

I have given your letter of A t fifth
to the President and he agrees absolute that
the best chance 1s for everybody to get
Judge Hoyt, He thinks it would be very unwise
for Judge Hoyt to take his name off the ballot
because, in the President's Judgllnt, he could
not possibly be elected to the Bupreme Court in
that Distriet.

Also, the President feels that 1t would
make a great number of Democrats very angry and
they might vote for Fish. The President says there
are infinitely more Democrats in the District than
there are anti-Fish Hepublicans, so it 1is up to
the anti~Fish Kepublicans to play ball with Judge
Hoyt, who 1s not & violent party man, but could
really be considered an independent Democrat.

With every best wish,
Very sincerely yours,

Grace G. Tully
Private Gecretary

James d. Kieran, Esq.,
Nelson House,
Pough<eepsie,

New York.

)mq” T Ml

—sldly



Independent Committee of the 26th District

Privimanal Gy
Bemss H. Cowry, Chalmmom
Cormal, K. ¥. iPuleam Countyl
Wil Hepe Bpdngars, Vs Chobiman
Amanda, M. Y, (Dulches Courdyl
e Vomdurbil Wabd, - Clsiran
Gomrison, M. ¥, (Pulnam Courtyl

Jvhn Charlss Bivstes, 'ios-Chairman
Worwich, M. ¥, (Crongs oyl
M Lawls

Mmbend, Tesocsure
Amardc, M. Y. iDutchess County)

Lowis B, MoCaba, Jr. Sscretony
Gorrison, M. Y. (Putsem County)

“To Eliminate Homilton Fish as Congressman
To Elect in his ploce o Competent Statesman
Regardiess of Party.”

2 Connon Strest, Poughbsepsie, M, Y,
ﬁhf.-:..ml-

Fhone 2211

August 6th, 1942

Misa Grace Tully
The White House
Washingten, D, C,

Dear Grace:

Thanks for your recent note and for
the kind service.

I am shooting aleng another one, and
I would appreciate 1t wery much If you would
get 1t before the President for this reason:
on Friday of next week, we are getting to-
gether in the hope of reaching & final agree-
ment on a single candidante to defeat Flsh,
and if the Presldent wants anything aet forth
for the conference, I would 1lke to have it
a little ahead of time.

If things develop as they now seem to
be headinp, I will probably be hack at the old
homestend at the Nelson House, where the apple-
Joek used to flow in the good old dsys.

The wvery best regards, and I hope to ses
you soon.

Yours,

Q
AT

JAMES M, KIFRAN

JIHE/sbh *

Enc.



Fravidsssl Officen

Jaman M. Comey, CPolimmon
Corsad, M. Y, [Puinom Courdyl

Mis Hape Spisgars,

Wicm-Chakman
Amardn, M. Y. (Dufckess Counfyl

e, Yamderbllt ‘Wabs,

ion-Choir=dan
Goeviae, ML Y. [Putroen Counfy )

Jehn Charian Siraten, Vics-Choirmen
Wareith, M. Y. |Orrge Courtyl
s, Lewls

Independent Committee of the 26th District

“To Eliminate Homilton Fish as Congressman
To Elect in his ploce o Competent Stotesman

Regardless of Porty."”
1 Cormon Sirest, Poughkeepsie, M. Y. Pheona 2211
Alen T, Brewn, As'l becrabery

August fifth,
19042

Mamiued, Trecersr
Mmacka, M. Y.  |Dubchas Courityl

Lawis B, MoCabs, Jr, Sscrefony
Gorrisan, M. ¥. Pubnom Countyl

Honoratle Franklin D. Hoosevelt
Prasident of the Unlted States
The White House

Washington, L. C.

Dear Mr, Fresident:

Tt looks as though Fish wlll win the Repub-
1ican primary, Augustus W. Dennet will probatly make
a strong showinp even though he has been a completely
colorless candidate.

The wvote Tor Eennet and for Flte will reflect
what we have contended all along as to the Increasing
antli-Fish sentirent which is rizing in the dlatrict.

I would 1like to bring you up to date on the
plans for the lmmediate future. Ir. Causey has heen
in consultation with the leading Reputlican anti-Fish
figures, with v, Willkie, and with the Democratle
County Chairmen, On the Fridey after the Primary e-
lectlon, we are going to hold a conference of all
these groups in the hope of arriving at a common can-
didate around whom all antl-Fish forces will gather
themselves for the general electicn,

It is our hope that the anti-Fish Republlcans
will agree to support ferdie Eoyt. That seems to ua
the surest way to heat Fiah., A good many of the Re-
putlicans, however, will in all probablllity gag some-
what at getting behind a Demcerat, even thouch the
rave nothing sgainst Hoyt personally. We expect them
to clalr that keeping Fennet in ap an Independent Re-
publican will split the Flsh vote and lnsure the de-~
feat of Flsh.

It is our bellef that the fight in the distrlet
15 not a Republican and Democratic battle, but a Flsh
and antl-Fish fight, end that a third candldate in the
field will serve to draw more votes from the antl-Fish
forces than from the Fish forces, For that reason, we
are polnp to exert our Influence to keep 1t o two-way
fight.
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/ INDTFFEDENT COMMITTET OF TET 26TE DISTRICT PACT IO

It 18 necessary to make m quiek decislon insofar as
Hoyt 1= concerned, since the only way to get him off the ballot,
if 1t should he decided that this is the courss ko follow, i=
E: ;,'et him the nomlnation for Supreme Court in the fudicial
strlck,

In view of the importance of the conference en the
Friday after the Primaries where all of the Interested partles
of the district are golng to tr{ to reach an agreement, ls
there anything which you would like to tell us here -- myself
or Ur. Causey == which could serve ns & gulde both to us and
to the others in the conference -- to be zeed Jodiclously, of
course, g0 that you do not yourself hecome Improperly injected
Insa w%y Which might provide incorrest ammunltion for the nthepr
forcea

It would be highly helpful to us of the Independent
Committee In our hargalning lest scme viewpolnt be represcnted
At yours which does not come from you ard does not nfaquately
reflect your real attitode,

As I understand 1t, your position ia that you want
Flsh delfeated, and that the all Lrportant thing to you is not
that 1%t he elther n Democrat or g Republican who Lls ta defeat
him, hut the very hest man whe can most suraly be pelied upen
ko achleve that result.

I would 1lke to polint thie out: the Tuxsdo Park Re-
publicans have had thelr show with thelry man _annet, They have
spent a pgood deal of money and they have not done mmch of a
Job. Oy Coamilttes hen rpovided the main lepdershin in the
thing,

In the peneral elecklon, Ir Lelleus Pirmly thet a mech
more nopressive and clear cub hattle muat te vifed In order to
climinate Fish. These "yes ond no" Tuxedo loys teb'nd a Re-
publican candlidate or entering intp e f1e1d with an indepen-
dent candidate, will hedre so ruch that the kind of "erusade®
which the campaipn muct be, will not develop,

I sgrec with !, Willkle, and I helisve ¥ou do boo,
thet to llck Fish you have to go all ouk, For thet Peason, I
hope snd Erust we can fet 211 the forces Dehind Ferdle Eoyt
on the Friday after the Pri-nries,

AMES M. KIFRAN

Jrlcrebh
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THE WHITE HOUSE [
WASHINGTOMN

Aupust 13, 1942
MEHORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Irvin Steingut telked to Sam on the vhone
this efternoon and later on called me.

Frenkly, he is pretty much “flabbergasted"
He seye that Frenk Kelly evidently feela after
reeing you thet 1t will be all right if Bennet is
nominated. Irwin feele thaet something could
Btill be done with him if 1t were put up to him
fletly.

Irvin suggeeted that you might be willing
to nhione Ed Flynn oand tell him that from renorte
coming in to us down here, Frank evidently got
the wrong impreseion of wour attitude; have Flynn
tell Frank Just what vou smild to Farleyd

"thet of couree you vwould vote for Bennett if
he were nomineted in preference to Dewey'"but thet
ie nll you did eay.

He honed that you might tell Flynn further
to tell Frenk that you recopnlzed the posltion he
wee in but that you lhoped he would not Attempt
to foree n unlt rule snd ro prevent any of his
delezater who mipght went to fo in for Hesde.

Irvin eleo enid that Flynn could tell

Frank thet AT he hnd any cuslme sbout what he
(Flynn) wae telling him, he could call me.

MHM
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 14, 1942,

(Dictated to Mr. Flynn's secretap over the
telephone from Hyde Park - G.G.T.g

MEMORANDUM FOR ED FLYNN:
Tell Frank for me that:

No. 1 Despite newspaper stories I have
not got the time nor am taking an active
part in this convention Tfight.

Ho, 2 If Bennett is nominated, I will not
E0 one step further than I told Farley six
weeks ago which was that I would announce that
I will vote for Bennett as against Dewey. MNot
one word more.

lo. 3 A further echeck-up in the eity leads
me to believe that Hennett will be too weak
4 candidate to be eleeted. He will run badly
up-state. He will not get the A.L.P. endorsa-
ment nor will I ask the A.L.P. to do 80.

Ho., &4 As I told Frank, it looks ps if the
Mead and Bennett camps have got into such a
mess that both have been irrevocably hurt through
no fault of thelr own.

No, & Therefore, in order to carry the State
ticket a third eandidnta seems to be much the
best way out. I would, of course, give whole-
hearted support to such a candidate.
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WASHINGTON
August 20, 1942

KEMORARTUM FOR
GRACE TULLY

MHayor LaGuerrdis called pnd
wanted to talk to the President.
I explained I had alresdy told
Flynn and Mead that the President
did not want to talk to any of
them ebout it becausé of the Press
conference tomorraw,

LaGuardie ir going to call
¥ou tomorrow afterncon (Friday)
and try to get through to the
Prerldent on the phone.

¥ou might warn the Preeident
that what I think the Little Flower
is polng to ask sbout is m third
ticket.

VHM
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November 13, 194d.

THE WHITE HOUSE k)-)

WASHINGTON

HON, JAMEE BENSON

Hom, ll.-lm
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November 12, 1942.

Dear Johni-

First of all I want to tell you how
perfectly delighted I have been with the
pheasants. Ever so many thanks to you and
your Missus.

I au enclosing copy of a memorandus
to Benson and Townsend., I Just canpot under-
stand it. Where we should have gained heavily,
we made heavy losses.

Have you any explanation?

As ever yours,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 10, 19042

To Orace Tully

For your information

D.E.N.
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HOTIT FOR CONGRESS COMMITTERE
Beacon Hew York
November &, 1942

Mr, Jemes H. Causey
17 East 42 Jtreet
Hew York Clity

Dear Mr. Causey:

The slecticns are over, iie have lost. Under crdioary
clrcumstances I suppose that we should feel thaet we have done the best we
eould; congratulate the winner; end go on about our business. But we as you
so well know, this was no opdinary slection, and the way that we were beaten,
after coming so close to an amaxing vietcry, might prove highly lnteresting
to you.

To my =ind; we lost the selectlon In Foughkeepsle. In 1340,
Hardy Steeholm won the clty of Poughkeepale by over 1,400 voles. Hoyt lost
this clty by approxdiasately 40U votes. In othier words, Flsh was able to switoh
close on to 2,000 voles here, and he ended up by winnlng by 4,002 votes. As
the slection turned out we need Lo take exactly 2,032 votes away [roz= Fish to
win. '

There are two most pecullar things sbout obr losing in Pough-
keepsis, In the first place, we made an amszing recovery ln all the norsal
Republican Nistricta, wnd even took the Town of Foughkespele, Lut we lost the
lower districts in Poughkeespsie whiloh have always glven & strong Demccratic
plurnlity. We ool only lost them, but we got the hell besten out of us in them,
In the seccnd place, one of the things that contributed Lo cur defeat in these
Demcoratic distriets, waz the Irish Catholic wote. The leading Irish Catholie

in Poughkeepsie is Judge John Mack,

Three days after the primariss, I went to see John Mack, and
told him that we were greatly concerned about this Irlsh Catholie vote, and asked
him to please do something about it. He said that be didn't think we had anything
to worry aboul there, but if we wanted him to he would teke care of it. To the
best of my knowledge, Judge Mack did not only fail te lift & [inger in cur behalf
{he did most genercusly contribute s check of §100.) bul &t the Bennstt Dinner
in Poughkeepsle, he com letely snubbed Judge Hoyt for all Democrats present te
ses, and then called on him to speak last, after all newspaper reporters had gone
to file their storles.

The land of politice is a strange place lndeed.
Sincerely,

(5igned) Allen T. Brown
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 11, 194Z.

LDeur (Grace:
You will be
" interestea in this letter irom

Mre. Vanaerbilt liebb.

LK. N,
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m. Davio K. NiLEs
THE WHITE House
WasHinGTON, D, C.

Deam Mm. MiLES:

| WiISH | WERE WRITING YOU A LETTER OF
VICTORY INEBTEAD OF ONE OF DEFEAT. WE ALL DID THE BEST
WE KNEW HOW UNDER THE CIRCUMSBTANCES AND THE FACT THAT
Mm. FISH mAN S0 BEHIND HIS TICKET SHOWSE TH.T MUCH OF
OUR WORmK WAS EFFECTIVE. I AM MORE THAN APPRECIATIVE OF
YOUR GREAT COOPERATION ANMD EFFORTE IN OUR BEHALF AND
W|THOUT THEWM WOULD HAVE BEEMN QUITE POWERLESS.

I AMALYZING THE VOTE | THINK THE GREAT
WEAKNESS OF THE DEMOURATIC craANiZATION IN DubHess Couw-
TY I8 SHOWM, THE FACT 1HAT WE LOST THE DEMOCRATIC WARDS
IN POUGHKEEPSIE AND THA| APPARENTLY THE OMLY WORKERE
SBHOWING ANY ACTIVITY THERE OM ELECTION DAY WERE THE AMER|-
CAN LABOR GROUP 1B AN IMDEX OF WHAT | MEAM. | THINK THAT
OWING TO YOUR GENEROSITY THE LAST WEEK OF THE CAMPAIGN
COMPARATIVELY EFFECTIVE WUORK WAS DONE AT THE LAST MINUTE,
BUT THIS COULD NUT COMPENSATE FOR THE LACK OF ENTHUSIAGM,
INIEREST, OR ACTIVITY SHOWN DURING THE PRECEDING WEEKS.
| DOM'T KNOW THAT ANYTHING COULD YAVE BEEN DONE ABOUT 17,
CERTAINLY NOTHING BY ME, BUT | JUBT WANT TO GET IT OFF
MY CHEST TO ¥Ou. HAD WE HAD SEVERAL MODRE ACTIVE |NDEPE=-
DENT COMMITTEES WORKING THROUGHOUT THE DISTRICT THE RE-
SULT MIGHT MLSD MAVE BEEN DIFFERENT.

AGAIN THANKING YOU,

Youns EIHCEHELY,
Moilorge #-2H

MmE, VAMDERBILT WeEsE
179 EAST TIST STREET
New Yomk, N, ¥,



Nov. 18, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

I cen understand:very readily the feeling expressed in your let-
ter of November lZth, and certainly the results were very disap-
pointing.

It is admitted that Hoyt recelved enough Republican votes in the
whole distriet to be elected, which I belleve to be true, had he
haed full support of Democrats.

Well, what happened? As I see it there were many unususl eircum-
stences. You take a look at the lower wards of the city, for in-
stence, with its large foreign element. After putting forth a
lot of effort to build up the registration, which the results
show was wlthout success, because of the fact of many large fam-
ilies, some having two end three boys in the Ammy already and
enother just coming old enough for service, meny of these femil-
ies being Itelian, plus the fact that they were all employed at
this time, combining ell these circumstences, they just were not
Interested end could not be induced to register. But then there
were a considerable number of Mead Democrats who would not regis-
ter and could not be interested in the election.

Regerding Beacon, we fully expected that Hoyt would get at least
800 mejority. Of course, there are a large number of factory
workers there, many of them foreigners, especlally Italien, snd
they were Just not voting this year. Added to all this it would
seem very probable that the Republicen landslide in the state
hurt considerably.

While I was out of commission pretty much during August end Sep-
tember, I feel the sbove to be a pertiel explanstion of what
heppened.

With very kindest regards, I am

Yours sincerely

Shint asnsalh

-

JT:B
A
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COFIDENTIAL (
ﬂlﬂ_j_ﬂﬂfﬂ!ﬂﬂ!lﬁﬂﬂ!ﬂlﬂ IN NEW YOHE CITY - MARCH 1

For the past few months those of us who have been watching political developments
in New York have had cause to be alarmed, An analysis of the elections in the
2lst Oongressional Dystrict has added to our fears, WUnless the trade unions of
New York and especially the CI0 unions take immediate and drastic action 1o every
shop without a moment!'s delay, Where ls every likelihood that the Dewey forces
will win New York State - and with a substantial majority. '

B the

. The Republican State Legislature worked out the new Congressional and Sematorial
Distriots. &n ezamisation of their work shows that they have achieved the

following)

1, Added to their Congressional strength upstate by gerrymamdering @istricte
including larger cities so ap #p sllify she labes wote,

2, Bo gerrymandered the new Congressional Dystricts in Queens and Long Ialand
that while adding four new Districts they twisted their boundaries in end
out of Bepublican meighborhoods to mullify any posaible Demooratic major—
itiesn, 5

3, The Republicans are making every effort to dangle jobe bvefore "starved"
Democratic district leaders inm the Irish and Italian areas of the alty
and to establish friemdly working relations with the Farley and Woodring
followers among thege groups — with inereasing success in the past few

monthe.

4, There is mo doubdt that deals are being made between Democrat and Repub-
lican district leaders on different levels = and there is stacks of

Republican money around,

The Democratic Party Machine ie Crippled in Key Areas of the Oity

In Manhattan - In at least five districts covering Washington Helghts, Harlem and
verside. In 11th, 13th, 19th, 2lst, .22nd, 23rd AJDs., In Lower Manhattan -

{n the 13th Cong. District and 11th C.D,. - including the lst, 2nd, 6th, 3rd
and 10th 4.Ds, ZBepecially in the Irish areas, on the Weat Side, and in
Yorkville, there is the gravest danger of dafection of large susbers of
veters either to tae Woodring group or to the Republicans, The addition
of many mew Bepublican hesdquarters in Mamhatten (end throughout city) and
the activity there is o sure sign of thelr developlng strength among New
York eity voters.

In Brooklyn - The drop in Democratic Party Enrcllment in Brooklym wae the largest
in the City. While A LP enrcllment held its ground, and the Bepublican
enrollment dropped 26,000 in 1943 over 1942, the Democratic enrollment
dropped by 110,000, The drop is particularly bad in the 1lst, 3rd, 9th,
10th, 12th, 16th, 2lst and 23rd A.Ds. All of these are areas with large
C10 memberships. A serious cleavage in the Democratic Party ranks hae
ocourred in the Bayridge area, in a section of Williameburg and ia the
2204 A.D, ¥The dsath of Oullem im the 4th C.D,, covering a large Irish
area, will mean another by-election by April lst, in a heavily populated
010 area. We have no forces crgonised there, although Ship, UE and
Transport have about 6,000 te 8,000 members in the district.
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1o Yueens — The drop in Democratic enrcllment was 52,000 compared to a Republican
op of 11,000 and an ALP gain of over 400, Of the 52,000 Dem, drop, 15,000

occurrod in the 4th 4.D,, which includee the largest Negro eection in Wueens,
The Democratie leaders ln wyeens ars playimg ball with the Republican leader-
ghip and are particularly favorable to the Farley or Woodring alignment,
The Republicans are ip o poeiticn to make serious gaine in ueens bocouse of
the above factors and the gerrymandering of the Congressicnal and Adsseubly
Districts, In Naesau-Suffolk BEepublican strength is great even among our
clo pDaobera.

In Bronx ~ The most serious drops in Demccratic etrenmgth in Bronx occurred in the
Bth and 6th A,De, In the 4th, a Negro area, the Republican party practically
held ite ground while the Democratic party lost 4 of its enrollees, While
the A LP increhsed its enrollmant over 1942, and,the Republicans dropped
' 13,000, the Dempcrats dropped 63,000.

The £lections in the 21st 0,D. Manhattan

The election in the 2let C.D, while mot a definitive test of vntiﬁg strength for
Ngvember 7th, did uncover wealmess in the Democratic party machinery which holde
for most sections of the City, These weaknesses can be listed as follows:

! 1, While the Republicans got one out of every 24 of its 1943 enrollees to
vote inthe Zlet, and the ALP almost the same porcentags, the Democrat Party
! got lesa then one out of 8 of its onrollees to vote,

2, The leader of the party in the area was himself the candidate - He should
! have brought out at least the machine voters; he falled even in that,

3. The weakness of the machine is particularly illustrated by the showing in
' sovesal Ejection Districts in the 2lst, In one D, not even the
Democratic Farty Ceptaine voted; there, with an enrollment of 98, Torrens
got no votes; "Bennett got & vetes with an enmrellment of 37; the ALF got
; 3 votes with an enrollment of 8. In the 4th EJD, while Torrens got 19
out of an enrcllment of 136, and the ALF got 4 out of 23, Bennett got
76 out of 79,

This does not merely ehow lack of enthusiasm for Torrens as & cendidate; it shows
[ refusal by the Dem, Party memberg to follow their party lecdership, It shows that
the machinery is half-wrecked, Fer in the past, with mechine-men no better than
Torrens running, the regular Democratic Farty voters alwaye turned out when the
district and E.D, Captoins called. '

-

4, The showing in the Nggro areas ig particularly alarming, In the 19th A.D,,
heaviest Negro district in the city, the Republicans with less than
1/3 the enrollment of the Demccrats got almost twice me many votes,
Almoet the pade was true lnthe heavy Negro community of the 2lat,

The wealmesses shown in the 2let C.D. are not peculiar, They are typical - they
betray the present condition of the Dem, Party in New York, The same factors are
at play in many other districts throughout the city, These factors areg

1. Lose of State and City patronage has drastically reduced the ranks of -the
Den, Party'e B,Di Leaders,

| 2, The bulk of the Party's E,D, Leaders has been drown froo ite Irish oenbers
and in lesser proportion from ite Italian meobers, The Farley, and to a



degree the Woodring grouping has been working overtime to bring about the
defection of the Iriesh from the Boosevelt Administration,

3. The influence of the former Fathers Coughlin and Curran groups remains
strong among many of the New York Irigh, They are incessantly
propagandized againat the 4%h term, FDR's domestic program, and the
Teheran decisions. The Italian voters are not as willing to accept FIR
today as they were in 1940, A great many Negro voters are at this time
not well disposed towards the Administration,

Bepublican prospects in the State at this time;

Dewey hae been in power for almost two years and the Republicans in power in the
State Legislatures twice as long; sufficlent time - with La Guardia's help in
"gtarving" the City Dem, politicians = to tuild mn increasingly maturing epparatus
in New York City ond a powerful machine upstate.

The Republicans are counting on an upstoate plurality of 900,000 or 300,000 more
.than in 1540, They are counting on cutting the Demgcratic plurality in New York
City which was only 400,000 in 1940 down to 200,000 or even 150,000 in 1944, They
thus figure to cancel out the expected ALF vote of over 400,000 and win with
100,000 to 150,000 to spare, at least.

They base thoir chances ong
1. AFL endorsement of tho Hepublican candidates,
2, A ewing of the Negro vote to the Republicana,

3. The inability of the Democratic Farty machine to produce upstate and
seriocus defection from the Dem, Farty line in New York City. (Bemember -
the Democrats rolled up over a million votes for FIR upstas in 1940 -
1,185,000, only 800,000 less than the Republicans).

4, They count on aid, whether poeitive from Woodring or possibly negative
from Farley, btut effective, in cutting deep into the New York Cyty
Irieh and Italian vote.

6. They are inclined to think that the 1944 AIF vote will be as large if not
larger than the 1940 ALF vete, of 417,000 for Hocsevelt,

6. They expect coneiderable help from the cut in the Soldiers' vote,
especially if the Federal Scldiers' Vete Bill ia defeated,

7. They have more monsy to spend than +-# at any time since 1928 - and they
‘are ready to spend it lavishly.

8. dnd, incidentally, of course, they expect to be able to make deals with an
‘Ancreasing mumber of local Democratic politicimne whoee patronage comes
from local sources,



Ferspective for Democratet

1, Primarily they rely with almost childlike faith on FDR's magnetie pull

24

3

4,

on ?hl Fresidential year voters - in New York City ueually an additional
1 1/4 million or an additional 1/3 to the regular voters,

The machine politicians hope they can give their followers the inducement
that if they win this year there will be only a year to go before they
put a Democratic Farty administration into City effice in 1945,

They expect to lose the state offices sgaln and a number of additional
eity districts - unless by some miracle, produced by labor, FDR's eweep
is terrific, Most of them, however, belleve that if they win the Stam
it will be by a much mnarrower margin than in 1940 - which was ocnly 224,000,

They rely heavily on labor after their experience of labor'e potential
power last year and ite ability to get out the regletration, However,
they will not, as scme labor people think, be willing to shore candidates
or offices generally with labor. They are not prepared to make sacrifices
ae yet, Too many of them are cut and cut opportuniste and self-seckers to
do anything like that unless Washington cracks dewn.

They know better than snyons else how badly théir machine has deteriorated
and would not only welcome but would eagerly geek help from labor in
propping their mochinery if they thought it meant business about sending
its membere into their dietricts as "volunteer' canvassers, etc,

FPerspectives for the ALF;

"

The help the CIO gave it laet year put 1t back on its feet to a degrees
ot apparent until one examines the 1943 reglstration and earcllment
figures. Wnile the 1943 enrollment drop for the major parties over 1942
reached large proportione, the ALF enrollment increased in Bronx and
Queens, dropped only a few hundred in Brocklyn and 3,000 in Manhattan
in an off year ond when registration in the City dropped 394,000 frem
1942 figures and more than 600,000 from 1941 figures.

The ALF, if the C,U.L.F, wins decisively and is thus able to start building a
united and hence effective labor party, should be able to pell 600,000 votes in
Hew York Btate for its presidential candidate, If laber is really arcused and
really begins to organize itself for political action before it is too late -
that is, begine now this month, the ALF might poll 700,000 on ite line, It has
two assetes superior to the other partiesi

1,

A greater attractive power - 1 enrollee to 2§ voters on its line - because
of its program and ite stress on progra® in a year when issuess will count
mgat, "

2. 4 base in an already organised body nf citisens - the unions - which if,

they moved their rank & file, could decide the eleation for the state -
and very likely, the country.




S S

What Labor Must Do to Win in 1944

Labor must build its own machinery thie year, at poce, without delay, It muet be
a machinery capable of reaching not only ite own members but all voters, It must
be able to reach into every ED in the Clty, It must be capable of reaching,
through the ALP, all of the more politically-minded workers and through the CIO's
pwn machinery the average worker who in New York is an Enrclled Demccrat,

The ALF iteolf cennot do the job for the following reasonst

It 18 & political party; it must approach the votere ae a political party challeng-
ing their own political affiliations and offering them an alternative affiliation
and program, It is important and necessary that the ALF do this. The average
union Bember who is not an ALP member, whether rightly or wrongly, considers such
an approach in his Union as "playing politice" and injecting factore extranecus

to the purposes of & union, He answers: "Ae leng as I am a good unicn man my
politics are my own affnir and none of the union's business". He feels that if

the 4 LP is permitted to use the unlon as & politiecal forum, why not hie own party »
the Democratic, or the Bepublican - since there are more Hepublicans than ALP
members in our unlone and 3 times as many Demgcrats as both of the others combined,

Once and for all, in my opinion, progressive trade unionists espécially, must
stop fooling themselves that all they need to do les to talk, act and recruit for
the ALF to do the job in & mational election as important as this, The facte are
that at least 85% of our members are mot golng to participate in active political
work in the name or under the banner of the ALF at this time; that we will never
get more than a small fraction of our members invelved in achive political work
if we funnel their intersst in it only through the ALF and under ite bamner, We
will only get mass participation from our union members in political activity if
we appeal to them to act under the bamner of the CIC in the name and in defense of
their plain bread and butter interests, no matter what Farty they belong to. We
san, should end will do everything we can to play up and recruit for the ALP, But
pur leading cecbers will have to stop uelng the ALF as an excuse for failing to
organize their whole bembership into the CIO'e political activity and dealing only
with their post "advanced" members whenm it coces to politice. I have seen thias
dene in union after union - when a political lasue or action arises, In most
unicns the rank end file as a whole has never been thoroughly tapped for political
netivity, becsuse it involved eo much werk, so mich explalning and the danger of
arcusing disruptionists. In most unions a selected core wae called in for inten-
sive discuseion and plenning while 6 minutes of a 2 hour business meeting wae
iéevoted to a general talk on the importance of thie or that political activity or
igsue, It is thie approach that muet be drastically changed before ancther month
pasaes,

My opinion is that nothing less than the following will turn the tide:

1, 4n intensive drive in each union to recruilt by June let, 5,000 CIO
political canvassers, BEach union should be given a quota and a deadline
for filling it. Each Canvasser should be responsible to the union and
either a special or his own union-card marked to prove he ls doing hias
Job = as stri ctly ae though he were msslgned to a plcket line,

2, We mupt insist on a full time paid Fplitical Astion Director with authority
in each union with more than 2000 members - full time and no other choreés
added - between now and November 7th. :



We must ineist ony

a) Regular monthly contributions from each union to finance ous apparatus
. in the communities and political districts for deor-bell ringing -
the Community Councile.

b) & epecial fund - $1.00 & member - for election campaign work and
literature; the fund to be raised and turned in now, within the next
three nonthe, and raised from the rank and file through special drives,
meetings, epecial stamps, ete,, so that every member ie involved,

4, A Folitlcal Action Steward ‘in every shop of 20 members or more and in
large shope a ¥.A, Steward for every 40 to 50 members, for every depart-
ment or floor,

6., 4 complete, now and duplicated A,D, breakdown of each union's membership
liste to facilitate regletration and political organization,

6. Every person who enliets now as & CI0 Political canvasser to be urged to
become the permnnent CI0 Community Steward in his A,D,

7. 4 drive toc enroll members into the ALF,

The tide, which at this momeat is in favor of the Bepublicans in New York cam be
turned, But only we can tura it. If we fail, New York State will swing the
elections nationally to the Republicans; we will be respomsible for the defent
of labor ond the people in Amorica in 1944, There is no worker who will not
suffer if we lose, 'he lesucs on which we can turn the tide are magnificent,
They are eimple and profound issues dealing with 1ife and death matters, No
election has had igeues like them in our time, What we noed most and immediately
is an aroy, 4o Arny of volunteers recrulted in every shop. An Army of 5,000,
woll orgenized, well supplied and well led,

March 14, 1944
uopwai 16
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May 25, 1944

Desar Adelbort:

Thank you for your letter of
April nimeteenth. ; F

I appreciate your intefest,
although I am afraid there are several
sldes toc be considered in the various
matters you write about.

How are you getting on with the
personnel problems of the Republiocan
¥Vatchman?

AB @Ver yours,

[o
A

selbert M. Sorider, Esq.

The Republiean Watohman

200

Hontieello, New York 5I%:0

e ipe. &

Wy



PSF: N'Y: Pﬂ“m_‘
S ) s The RePul:Jlican Watchman e

Established 1834 200 BROADWAY MONTICELLD SULLIVAN COUNTY, M. Y.

April 19, 1944

Hon. Franklin D. Roosewvelt
Washinzton
D, Q.

My dear Mr. Fresident:

Everything is shaping up for the fourth tarm.

There may e socoe ochatacles glong the politiecal
mth. Dewey la growlng weaier in some sectlons

of New ¥ork and stronger in other sectlons. To
off-set that strength Willkle should be nomlnated
on the Dercoratic tlecket for United States Senator.
Senator Wagner 1s 111 and does not care to run
agaln. True he was sugoested at the recent tate
gatnering in New York City but did not emsent to
run.

The Hew York Fost, established by Alexander Ham-
ilton in 1801, sald six month's agzo that Senator
#agner was 111 and wo 1d not aceept the nemination
to succeed himaelf.

Wilikle on the Democratic tlcktet for U. 5. Senstar
would cause Dewey to lose his breath and stampede
the Republican hosts in Mew York atate. In fact,
my dear Mr. Fresident, Willile on she Demceratie
ticret would cause Melormlek, Stassen amd several
otiers to wet thelir pants.

Think it over and then mend for Willlkis.
Very truly yours,

VP Sane

A. M. Boriber

AM3/mg



The RcFulnlicun‘Wa{ciﬂman oSl

200 BROADWAY MONTICELLD SULLIVAN COUNTY, M. Y.

April 19, 1944

Mlss Grace G.Tully
I'he White Howe
Was: Ington, D. O.
My dear Mias Tully:

I will appreclate 1t if you will
place the enclosed letter on the Fresident's
deak.

For past favors I am very grateful.

Very truly -
&:’a}@gi

A« M. Sorlber

AMS/mg



PEFINNfrle oo,

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
May 13, 1944,

MEMCRANDUM FOR
S.I.R.

Do you want to try your hand
at preparing a reply to this?

F.D.R,



N.Y. STATE POLITICAL FOLDE ;

SEE: Letter from the President to
Hon. John Godfrey Saxe
The Homestead
Hot Springs, Virginia

(Gen. Corres - ngn)

President talks about Bennett & Dewey
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