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Copy of report from the Office of Censorship, 
U.S.A., O.A. Publt cati ons, marked "Confidential" , 
Reccrds No . CH1756, in r e letter from Chester A. 
Bloom, "ational Pr ess Club , Washington, D. c., 

>Zto J .w •• Dafoe, Esq., Winnipeg 'Pree Pr ess co., 
Winnipeg , Jli?i., which was dated 7/29/1.2 . Mr. 
Bloom, Washington correspondent f or a number of 
Canadian papers, submits to one of tre editors 
an account of a lengthy talk with a friend, evidently 
a member of the Pacific War Counsel , who is not 
aver se to relating confi dential information to 
Mr. Bloom, who relates the information to Mr . Dafoe. 
A number of the highly confidential items ax:e 
listed . 
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DIREcToR OF CENSORSHIP 

WASHINGTON 

Klaer Darte and I ba'l'e dillClllllMd 1t:11JZ ...,randua ot J;agut 24 and an lD 
cOllpl.ete accord OD all pointe. Be ii writing Jm regarding points l and 3, 

As to point 2 1 I ban the agreeaent ot the preH serrtcee that th8'J' w1ll 
retrain troa oarl'JiJlg round-up etoriH on m.lit&lT artat.ion accident• and will 
t17 to confine the leHer accidente to regional pablloat.ion. It would not -
nee to go turther on the repreeei'l'e aid•J theae aocidente beoome known to eme 
part ot the p!lblic and ll not.ice ot thea diaappeared troa the newepapers :nmore 
ot all lc1nde would relllllt and the count1')' would be reallT worried ae to hoe mch 
n.s being 'euppreaeed. On the attinlati'l'e Bide OWI will explore the poHibilitr 
ot seeking wider pabllci t,y tor the tact that the percentage ot aocidente ii not 
great and that no 11pec1al .blame attaobee to thea. 

The problem MDt.ioned in point 4(a) ie in couree ot eohltion. On Jlq 21 
last the Ottice ot CeDBOrebip propoeed and the State, War, and la..,. DeparU!ente 
approyed an underatending which recognised that preBB diepatchee cannot be cm­
sored etfectinq at the point ot receipt but mat be controlled at the eoaroe1 
and that the armed serrlces would undertake to eetabllsh eucb control wherenr 
Alllerican forces a.re stationed. I belien 110M llUOh aachine17 ha• been Ht up 
bJ' the J.rrq 1n Autralia and ti,' the Ba..,. 1n New Zeal •nd but I ban recentq 
c•lled th• attention of the Seont&lT or the lla"J' and the Under Seoret&lT ot 
War to the tact that this machinery is not functioning ettectinq • . . . 

As to 4(b) 1 The Code ot Wartime Practices for the Alllerioan Preas, adllinis­
tered bJ' the Ottice of Cenaorship, requests that interviews with aerrlce •n or 
ohiliane troa coabat zones be eubmitted for censorehip baton publication. 
This request 1B being obaerred gsneralq and in nearq enzy oase p!lblloat.ions 
ot this kind an rniewed in amnce either bJ' J.rrq or lfa"J' PUJ.ic Relations 
otficers. We baTII not undertaken to 1111ppne11, hoeever, interrlns gi nn bJ' 
raNrlng otticiale or illled Gonrmente. It i• .,,. Judpent and that ot Mr. 
Dana that llUch a procedure would ban international repercv.asione and reeult 
in 11are hara than good . 

It this axplanation is in azrr wa7 unaatistaotory I know J'OD will 11111' eo. 

Jl)'nlll Price, 
Director. 
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OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION 
Wl\SlllNOTON 

.luguet 28, 1942 

The Preeid.ent 
The White Houee 
~aahington, D, C, 

Dear Mr. President: 

.la inetructed in your cemor Mdum of .luguet 24 I have conferred with Byron Price, and we are in complete agreement on all the poi nts raised. Part of the agreement was that I should answer on points l and 3 and he on pointe 2 and 4 , aa be1Jl4! more in our r eenective f ielde. 

1. The ehip s inkings na reported by prese associations here are onl y those officially ennounced, which aa I understend it is confined to caees of survivors. Thia givea the Gen:l8.lle very limited infori:letion ea they probebly know t hat the einki11&e have amounted t o more t luul that but they do not know how much more. It seema to me accordingly thl\t thie gives the ene:;,y no information of va lue , and any further restriction on publication of s inkin&e here would, I ·bel ieve, have a yory bad effect on public ciorale since it would mean suppreuion of newe which ie otherwiee knol<'ll to m8ll)' peopl e. 

3. Thia Office vill gin such morel eupport as it eon to the wi thholding of military information whenever that ie done for re~aona of security, a• ie the caae in a recent i nstance. We have also endeavored unofficially to do our 'b<tet to diepel public apprehension about the Aleutie.na and to mllke it clear that the Navy is actually givine out as cuch information aa it h8a. In the caae of t he Solomon• , comperieon with Die:ppe ie of couree abaurd and the difficultiee of communication are very considerable. I .do believe, however, that the time ie approaching when the Navy could afford to give out some color at or1ee, if not of the night naval action at leaet of the lNld operation1. 

choice 
to the 

In moat ieauee of this eort ve cuet face aome degree of between the risk or poeeibly g iving aome information eneciy and the conceivably more aerioue riek of l etting 
~ 
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the -.rlct.A people 'bell•Ye tha.t information of real lllporta=• ie being withheld !roe th... la th• caae of genuina coneider­ationa of military a1curi t7 I belleYe ve can ooUAt on almoet 
UAlveraal popular aupport, provided the7 r ealise tha.t lt .ctuall.T 11 a ~ueetlon of eec~lt71 but there will come occaalona ae ln t he OWi etateaent of .augua• 8 wheo it 1eema tha.t tl:e laperative oeceoe1 ty of informing th• .American people aa to th& geoeral altuatioo lhould outweigh the rilk thet 1ome mor&l encouragement might incldentall.T be given t o the ene111T• Thia COUAtry I believe ie willing to do whatever Illa¥ be neceetary to wlo the var, but 
the people will put out their fulleet effort ooJ.T if tha7 are convinced thet t he7 are being kept accurately in.formed ae to the gener&l •ituatlon. I don 't believe we are ver7 much of a lieve Nld lt eeeme to ge that there are greater danger• inherent in ezcea&iTe aeerec7. 

Ver7 reepectfull7, 
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B YRON .... ICE .,,,...,,_ 

THE OFFICE OF CENSORSHIP 
WASHINGTON 

August 26, 1942 • 

The President, 

Tbe 11bite Bouae. 

117 dear llr. President• 

Thie will acknowledge re­
ceipt of 7aur muore'Oduw of August 24 addreeeed 
to Elaer Davie and •· llr. Darla and I are arranging to diacuaB these subjects and report to you. in the 1med1•te fUture. 

SincereJ.7 yours, 

BYron Pr!ca . 
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HOI . El.llER DAV 18 -
HOii. llfBOI PRICI 

lllpat 25, 1942. 

Yeater4ay•a and today•• paper• carr ied certain ator1• •hicb I tb1Dlt ahould be QiTllll caretul CODaider ation. 
1. ID the Baltiaore SuD tbla 11onling I rea4 an AP diapatch c1•1ng the total ot •l.Dl<inc• ot allied ah1p1 for the •Hit or J.Ui1Ut 16th to 22nd, and 1n the nox t co luau the nwaber of ah1pa almlt a1nce Pearl Barbor -- 439 all told . .t.a Y°" ltno•, the Br1tiab are atil.l ••ry lltlCh upaet by our publiabiAg ab1p s1nlting ficur••· It i• a cere bUMlou t to t he 0.rcan• free of charge. It is at11.l DY tboU&ht tbnt we •hol&ld al low publication of aewa where the a!aklar 
1a HUI tr°"' our c~t or •here aur•i•or1 coae into a port 1n a lite?>o. t -- 1n other wozda, wilere it l:Jlkea a big local atory. &lt I 
c&DDot see the point of lettin& the newapaper a continue to print the totala of all a1.nll.1nga week by week or over any given period of tillat. 
2. In the IaabinrtOD Poat tbia llOrninC the 
u.r.e col..., bead on Pace fl read• •u DIE AB IAVY PLUE CRJ.Sl!E& AT DARLGREI AntR LICHTlllllO Jl'LA88 -- 15 ill£! UEll LOST l1I nvx CIUCIC-OPS; rwo 8011BERS, TWO OTHER SUPS 0011• . The -total troa train1ng and non-war area accident& 
is be&1nninr to rat tho c-t.ry worr16d. 11118 out or tea of tbue accident• cannot be helped. Tiley are, ot courae, known locally b~t I t.h1blt we ore heading tor trouble 1! we cont i maa tile preaent policy. Reae::ibar that the proporUoo or th••• acc1denta is not oat or lJ.De 1! • • take into cona1deratian th• total n111:1ber of 
Ar.:/ and l•TY planes which are 1n the •1r 1n tbia country at au t1au. 
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;J. I DOte tbat ldwin JUH an4 Conataatl.JM 
Browo botb ban 1toriH oompl&1A1n& or \he 
l&oll or l.ntoniatlan trom tbe o011bat ........ 
their 1J1&11ple1 do not llAll• llDI• beoaaae 1n 
eaob ca11 tbare i1, •• yoa &114 I llDo•, a 
nlld 111l1tary rea1an tor •itbboldl.n& tvt.ber 
l.ntoraatlon. Ill aoee O&HI 1t 11 ao~ 
true tba t we bue no t'lll'tbar l.ntonia tlan, a1 
1n tbe ca1a ot tb• ileutlaD I1laDd1. 

4. Fillally, I coae to tbe 11atter or ofr icial 
etoriea by ot!io1al1 of other GoT•l'Dll8nt1. 
ror example, the Auatrallian Pri.JOe lilniater 
•anti to be taken into oar oant1dence 1n 
rel&tlcm to operation• 1n the 8outhwe1t 
Pao1t1o •bicb are not in llao~tlnlr'• area. 
It •• C1Te b.1m th11 l.ntoraation be wlll 
alllo1t inevitably tell bil cabinet - the 
Cabinet will tell their friend• -- and the 
public 1n Auatralla will ban it 1n twenty­
/our boura and tha Japl will have it an 
hour or two later. 

Ill tbe H•• way Walter llaah cave out an interTi• 
tho aue general line on Sacurclay. I am aoat caret'Ul 1n 

eeting• ot the Pa o11'1c rar Council not to dlsc.looe 
t i onal 1nto,..,,.t1on to liew Zealand, AUltralla the 
rland1, China or the Pb1Upp1nea. If I did they would 
1atol y r eport to th•ir Pr1"" l.U..n1atera and Qover11111ant1. 
again, 1 t 1a reu-bl7 cer tain tba t the .Tap a would 

it 1n about tw~our boura. 1'hb laat quea t1an doe1 
nToln e1 ther or you except 1n tb11 re1peot; I wiah yClll 
1tudy 

(a) Cenaorabip of newapaper 1tori11 
oo•1ni into th11 country tro:A Auatralla 
and lie• .Z.al&Jld eapooialJ.o'. 

(b) To 1tudy the poaaibili ty ot ceneor­
•bip over 1nteniews given in t!'ll.1 country 
by peo~a npre1ant1n& our Alliee or 
travelinl ... r1CllD8 ot all kinda , in­
cluding newapaper aen, • bo have returned 
here troa •atrH Of action . 

Ill other •0J'd1, I wiah you would oonaider the 
oning up and an explanation tor it to the Pr••• &Dd to 
1bllc. 'lbe fact remain• tbat the United BtatH &Dd the 
I Nation• •• a whole con1tituto a aieYe wl>ich 11 , of 
'• greatly welc011ed by tile Ax.11 Powera. 

1. D. B. 
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