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OFFICE FOR EMEROENCY MANAOEMENT
OFPFPFICE MEMNORANDUM

Captain Robert E, r Date: September 25, 1941
Robert W, Horton :
88 Pink Star \.

*
'Huﬁ! Pink Star, which was not a big cargo vessel, carried to
the bottom of the Atlantio Ocean when sunk off Greenland Beptember 19
enough cheddar cheese to feed more than 5,600,000 manual laborers cne
week under ourrent British rations. This cheese represented one year's
milk production for more than 2,000 scows,

Bhe earried in powdered skim milk the equivalent of more than
432,000 liquid quarts, The evaporated milk in her oArgo represented
& year's production for spproximately 200 cows, and it was the equivalent
of more than 1,250,000 quarts of fresh milk,

She carried sufficlent comoentrated orange juice to supply the
Vitamin C requirements of 90,800 individuals for a period of 12 days,

She carried pork products which represented approximately 8,000
hogs and lard which represented the by=product production from some
87,000 hogs on hoof, .

The corn she ocarried represented the production from more than
800 acres; the tractors in her ocargo ocould have plowed 715 acres a
day; the mechanical potato diggers could have handled 250 acres a day,

Included in the military supplies aboard were suffiocient
metallio links to belt emough 30 caliber machine guns to arm tem
squadrons of fighter planes for combat patrol,

To replace the machine tools which were carried tc the bottom
would require the labor of 300 workers for four months, and the
particular tools lost when she went down were primarily for use in
the manufacture of aireraft engines,

The above represents important items in the Pink Star's oargo,
valued at more than $2,000,000, but not the entire oarge which ine
oluded large quantities of metal shapes, building materials and
miscellansous items,

An important point to be considered in conneotion with these
sinkings is the necessity of reordering the supplies lost, The
over=all load and backlog of American production thus finds an ine
oreasing burden with every ship that goes dowm oarrylng food and
materiel, OEM-32
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THE DIRECTOR

5 February 3, 1942

Dear Grace:

You remember that the President
expressed some interest in one of our earlier
intelligence reports on domestic morale. I
wonder if he would like to receive our
regular weekly reports prepared for the Com-
mittee on War Information. Here is the cur-
rent issue. If you would like to have future
issues, they would go down automatically,
but I don't want to burden you.

Faithfully yours,
Lo
Archibald MacLeish

Eneclogure

Miss Grace Tully
Secretary to the President

The White House



OFFICE OF FACTS AND FIGURES
WASHINGTON

My dear Miss Tully,

Mr. Macleish asked me to send to you coples
of the first nine Burveys of Intelligence Materials
prepared for the Director of the Office of Facte and
Figures and Committee on War Information. You
will find the copies enclosed herewith.

Sincerely yours,
—_

. Kelth Kane

Assistant Director
In Charge, Bureau of
Intelligence

Miss Grace Tully,

Secretary,

President of the United States,
The White House,

Washington, D.C.
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e SURVEY OF INTELLIGENCE
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE OFFICE OF FACTS AND FIGURES

OFFICE FOR EMERGENCY
WASHINGTOM, D. O,

December 15, 1941
To: H. Keith Kane

From: Alan Barth .

s . PR Af
*  INTELLIGENCE REPORT NO. 1

GOVERNMENT

The chief governmental statements of the week came directly from the
White House. In a broadecast to the natimn, President Roosevelt declared
that this "will not only be a long war, it will be a hard war -— The true
goal we seek is far above and beyond the ugly field of battle ... We are
going to win the war and we are gni?; to win the peace that follows.m

The President laid down certain gemeral prineiples governing the
cfflelal release of news about the war: "This Government will put its
trust in the stamina of the people and will giwve the facts to the public as som
as two conditions hawve be;nlfulfillad: first, that the information has been
definitely and officially confirmed; and,second, that the release at the
time it is received will not prove valuable to the enmemy, directly or
indirectly."”

The White House issued a statement that "the Lend-Lesse program is
and will continue in full operation.” The SPAB declared that "... from this
moment we are engeged in & Victory Program" and OFM Director Koudsen an-
nounced & 168-hour production week.

Attorney General Biddle issued a statement urging the observance of
eivil liberties respecting aliens and announced the apprehension of 2303
enemy aliens suspected of subversive activities. Surveillance of aliens,

he said, should be left wholly in the hands of the Department of Justice.
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OFFICE FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
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Presldent Roosevelt asked leaders of industry and labor to reach "a
unanimous agreement to prevent the interruption of production by labor
disputes during the period of the war.®

IHE AMERICAN PRESS

The dominant editorial theme is natiomel unity. Newspapers reflect
a general joining of hands in & common purpose. They report numerous in-
stances of support from elements formerly opposed to the Administratien.

Despite the large measure of unity, the press reveals certain fissures
which perslst among the American public. There is almoet unanimous endorse-
ment of foreeful actlon against Japan; but the minority groups which opposed
the Administration prior to the attack on Hawall give evidence that they
will continue to resist the larger purposes of the Administration in the
prosecution of the war as a whole. If isolationism, as the commentators
insist, is dead, a parochial spirit still exists.

The nature of the Japanese onslaught evoked an intense sense of cut-
rage In the American press. Here and there, anger was expressed in terms of contempt
for the Japenese on racial grounds.

The shock and ewareness of loss occasioned by the attack gave rise
to the expression of certain repentments in the press:

‘L. There was guarded critieism of the military and naval command
in the Pacifiec.

2. Editoriasl writers exhibited some degree of skepticism in
their acceptance of the President's prineiples on the re-
lease of information. There appears to be a strong edi-
torisl feeling that the Government failed to give a full

pleture of events in the Pacific.



- DOMESTIC RADIO

The President's message to Congress requesting a declaration of war on
Japan received the largest daytime audience ever recorded for a radio broad-
cast in the United States. His address to the nation Tuesday evening com-
manded the largest American audience ever to hear a gingle speaker at any
time.

In ite editorial content, the American radie, like the press, stressed
the theme of national unity.

Radio handling of news about the fighting was necessarily somewhat com-
fused. The eonfusion may have been compounded by a readiness to dramatize
events and to seize upon news stories before they could be reliably confirmed.

American broadeasters, like American press associations, made liberal
use of fxis news sources. MAlthough these sources were always identified, the
use of them conveyed to the public an Axis version of combat results; their
distortions served, perhaps, to cast doubt on the adequacy and accuracy of
efficlal Ameriecan informetiom.

A number of eomplaints were heard from domestic broadcasters respecting
the Government's handling of news. Here too there appears to be a rather
widespread feeling that information ms to ocur full losses in the Far East
was withheld.

In scattered instances, radio broadeasts tended to inflame feeling
against aliens, coumteracting the effects of the Attornmey Gemeral's request for

tolerance and justice.



FOREIGN RADIO
German, Italian and Japanese short-wave broadcasts joined in an effort

to portray a chaotically disunited American. The people of the United States,
they blare, are full of resentment against the President because he led them
intc war ageinst their will. London, Washington and Ottawa, according to a
broadeast from Berlin, are quarreling over the far eagtern command. Secre-
tary Enox is to be impeached, military end navel officers are to be court-
martialed, because of the disaster at Hawaii. Panlc prevails in American
coasstal cities over air rald dangers.

The three main Axis radios combine, also, in charging that President
Roosevelt is exclusively responeible for conflict in the Pacific. The
highest level of vituperation in attacking the President was achieved, pur-.
haps, by the Italians who accused him of mpl:lnying the langusge of "a drunken
scoundrel.” The message to the Mikado, just prior to the outhreak of hos-
tilitles, is called an ™ultimatum" and described from Home as "an act of
lunacy. ™

Most Axis broadcaste to this country seem designed to spread defeatism.
The Tnited States has & shortage of fighter planes, its fleet is inadequate,
Tokyo declai=s; an sir attack on Tokyo is impossible. Germany stresses Japan-
ese claims of a crushing victory over the American Navy and insiste that
fods supremacy on the seas is now firmly established. Most significantly of
all, perhaps, the Berlin broadcasts declare that Lend-Lease aid to Britain

mist now be decreased.



December 22’ lm No. 2
To:  R. Keith Kane ‘

From: MAlan Barth
ANTELLIGENCE REPORT

GOVERNMENT
The week's outstanding statement of governmental policy came di-

rectly from President Roosevelt. Speaking in commemoration of the Bill
of Rights, he declared its preservation to be "The issue of our time,
the lssue of the war in which we are engaged..." His add:-;n coneluded
with the assertion: "Ne covenant with each other before all the world,
that having teken up arms in the defense of liberty, we will not lay them °
down before liberty is once again secure in the world we live in."

Navy Secretary Knox, reporting on the Japanese thrust at Pearl
Harbor, acknowledged that U. 8. services had not been "on the alsrth.
He gummarized the losses sustained, stressed the heroism shown by officers
and enlisted men. The President set up a special Board of Inguiry to
investigate the attack.

War Secretary Stimson stated that, despite a temporary stoppage,
"very substantial quantities of Lend-leese material" would be released.
The President disclosed in his quarterly lLend-Lease report that the total

© of such support advanced to November 30 was $1,202,000,000. Aid increased

each month from $18,000,000 in March to $283,000,000 in November.

The President informed a press conference thet a partly voluntary,
partly compulsory censorship over information which might be helpful
to the enemy will be exercised under the direction” of Byron Price.

OPM Production Director Harrison announced that American and British
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airplane output will surpass that of Germany by the summer of 1942,
that machine tool productlon for critical items will probably be doubled
in 1942, :

President Roosevelt told industry-labor conferees he expected
them to help win the war "just as much as if you were in uniform" and
asked them to reach a unanimous agreement banning work stoopages.

NEWS
Newspaper headlines and radioc news broadecasts have taken a markedly

encouraging turn since the dismay which they reflected immediately after
the attack on Pearl Harbor.

Defense of the Philippines has taken rrecedence over all other news
stories. Minor American triumphs there have haanl given far more promi-
nence than the sensational Red Army advance on the long Russian front.

Both press and radio gave wide publicity to.Secretary Knox's
report on Pearl Harbor, to the appointment of an investigating board and
to the replacement of military and naval commaenders. News stories repre-
sented the losses ns less than had been feared and placed their emphagis
mainly on the herciim of Americen officers and enlisted men. Air rgid
threats to the American mainland are no longer so prominent a subject of
newspaper and radio speculation.

Axis radio broadcasts and DNB despatches continue to be used as
news sources. But official American releases are now employed more
frequently and prominently than at the commencement of the war; greater

reliance nwmtﬂhm«dmnmwmrawumith
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EDITORIAL COMMENT

Secretary Knox's report was received with warm approval by column-
ists, radio commentators and editorial writers. They regarded it as a
full and fair account of the war's first blow, praising the candid ac-
imowledgment that the American forces had not been on the alert. The
report seems to have been largely successful in restoring public confid-
ence both in the Navy and in the Government!s policy on war information.

The appointment of Byron Price as censor was received, in the main,

with tentative approval, based on respect for his standing as a newspaperman.

There has been keen editorial interest in the attitude of the

Soviet Union toward the Pacific war. Although & number of commentators feel

aggrieved that the Russians have not declared war upon Japan, most comment
shows an inclination toward tolerance and patience. The importance of
fugsia's struggle against Germany is generally appreciated; Ambassador
“itvinoff's pledge that his country would make no separate pezce with the
Nazis wes greeted with considerable ralief.

Both press and radic have speculated on the desirability of an allied
command. There 1s general agreement that collaboration, at least with
the British, in the overall planning of strategy is essential. The
prevalling view is that the command should be located in Washington and
headed by Americans.

The President's Lend-lease report was received with some disappoint-
ment but without serious eriticism. The bulk of the press urges increased
erms shipments to Russia, ms well as to Britain. Few editorial voices of

influence have yet been raised to suggest directly that our armaments be
hoarded for purely defensive purposes at home; but there are signs, in

LR S
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thuﬁmuddmtuhilnimhﬂmhhrurlmw, that this may be-
come & major issue.

The Bill of Rights uhmtimmnomhrl&npp-uu to have
evoked a heightened awareness of the larger issues and the global
character of the war. Comments on the President's epeech: subordinated
the early harrow sense of outrage against Japan end stressed the need
for destroying totalitarianism as a whols.

Beneath the surface unity, certain developing fissures are re-
flected through press and radioc. There is a growing intolerance toward
aliens, manifested in occasional violations of eivil rights. The gap
between management and labor is emphasized by editorial comment on the
current conference in 'I'Iﬁuh:l‘.nglt.m; the press demands the ocutlawing of strikes
with no apparent awareness that employers » 88 well as employees, may be
responsible for work stoppages. Anti-Administration elements ere fenr—
ful that the war may mask a continued social revolution under the FNew
Deal; there appears to be widespreasd alarm, not confined to opponents
of the Administration, that the costs of the war will under-
mine and alter the existing social structure.

Radio broadeasts from Axis stations unite in claiming that the
fxis has now won complete naval supremacy. Boasts of great Japanege
guins in land operations ere also made by Berlin and Rome, as well as
by Tokyo; ng!mzhubummmaomdmthnurnnim

weel; Wake and Cuam, according to Berlin, have been occupied by Japen.
Cerman broadeasters have sought to break allied morale by de-

T e T ———— e
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claring that British naval authorities express delight over American nawval
losses, while Americans rejoice over injuries to the British fleet. Tokyo's
propaganda line is that Chinese sentiment favors joint action with Japan
to drive white men out of Asia. Berlin joined the Japanege inurg:!.ng
orientals in Americen and British far estern territories to come over to
the Axis.

The German radioc has devoted much time to explaining the Russgian
gaing on the eastern front. Early assertions that the Nazl retreat
was merely strategic in order to make possible "pogition warfare® have
been succeeded by admissions that the Red Army had been able to bring up
superior numbers and equipment.

Perhaps the most nd.aﬁ._fimt phase of the fxis radic "line™ is
the contimued insistence by all members that American Lend-Lesse Aid
has ceased. Rome distorted Secretary Stimson's Lend-Lemse statemént
to say that shipments would now be suspended.

Axis broadcasts mede much of the British-Dutch oceupation of
Tinor, prophecying dire effects in latin Amerieca,

Since a large proportion of fm:l.gn langusge publicetions in this
country are weeklies, it has been possible to make only & partial
survey at this time of their reasction to American involvement in the war.
It is plain from their comments prepared prior to the attack on Hawaii
that they were wholly tm:npurtd for this development. Many of those pub-
lighed in the m-: of Axis countries accused the Administration of .
gseeking to foment war in the Pmeifie.

It seems significant that & number of Germand and Italian language
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newspapers in the United States adhere closely to the attitude woiced in
Berlin and Rome broadeasts. They insist vehemently that Lendolease
deliveries be stopped at once. The Free .I.mnrix_m.n, for n::“lupﬂd.e,.llmani
the editorial hope "thet the previcusly existing dispersal and y;n;:c o.f
our naticnal strengkh will come to & swift end.”

There is £lso an epparent effort on the pert of German and Italian
rublications to confine America's war efforts to the Peeific. The con-
flict is represented as a raclal one. Within this limited area, almost
ell of the fxds-language publications ailf—conscinual;r pledge their

ferlty to the United States.
NEGRD PRESS

Kewspapers published for Hggru readers reveel an intense and wide-
spread resentment sgeinst the treatment accorded Negroes in the defense
activities of the United States.. "The average of mass Negro group is
almost pro-Nezi® says a writer in the Call of Kangas City. This paper
remarks editorially that the ease with which white defense workers by
the thousends are led into protesting the employment of Negroes in-
dicates how far short we are of democracy in America -today.

Other Negro newspapers protest with equal vehemence against
flagrant racial diserimination in the armed forees. There appears to be
e strang sentiment among Negroes that democrmey, as it is practiced in
the United States, has no real meaning for them, that the liberties
granted to them here are scarcely worth defending. .

This summary has been prepared on the basis
of material, digests and analyses furnished
by The 0ffice of Covernment Re s The Forelgn

Broadcast Monitoring Service the Federal
Commmications Commission, The Public Relatlons
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December 29, 1941
To: H. Keith Eane
From: Alan Barth
SURVEY OF INTELLIGENCE MATERIALS §Q. 3
Domestic News and Editorisl Opinion

Churehill
Press and radio combined to extract all possible drame from

Prime Minister Churchill's visit. The news of his arriwal, his appear-

ance with the President at the White House Christmas tree ceremonies,
hig address to Congress were headlined and reported with immense en-
thusiagm. Newsmen were plainly captivated by the Prime Minister's
personality. ;

¥r. Churchill's presence and actions here seem to have made
real for the first time a sense of alliance between the Tnited States
and Britain. The need for overall plamning of grand strategy is now
generally regognized. Thile domestic commentators would prefer that
the direction of affairs be concentrated in American hands, they
appear ready to accept a division of authority with the British
in separate theaters of the war.

More than anything else, Mr. Churchill's words have fos-
tered an awarsness that the war is on a planetary scale. Editorial
writers and broadeasters are now sxpressing with what seems to be
genuine conviction the concept that allied forces must be mar-
shalled with the whole world conflict in view.

N e e v




Orient
The tenor of the news about Far Eastern fighting has swerved

sharply during the week. Press and radio, after an initial wringing
] i

" of hands, concentrated their attention on minor gains scored by the

American forees until the fall of Hong Kong, the successful landinge
in Luszon and Japanese advances in Malaya suddenly knocked the props
out from under the complacency which they had created. In reporting
Far Eastern fighting, both news and editorial nm‘t are still prone
to place their emphasis on the heroism of Americans et Wake Island
and in the Philippines. The emphasis cannot fail to evoke wonder as
to why the forces there have not been relieved.

Commentators themselves, however, have avoided queries of this
nature. The have reported the Philippines as no more than a sub-
ordinate position in the grand strategy of the war. Despite the
fact that American soil is now under direct danger of conguest, they
have studiously pointed to Singapore as the essential allied bastion
in the Far Pacific. Some have explained the failure to aid the Fhil-
ippines by pointing to the Kavy's manifold obligations. Mucl still
needs to be done, nevertheless, in acquainting the American public

L
with the problems of Pacific operations.

Hussis
The news of continued Russian advances has bcen heralded

in the newspapers and over the air with growing enthusiasm. Most
commentators have accepted without discount the admissions of a
set-back, broadeast by the Nazis themselves. A few have pointed
out that German withdrawals in Russia may be merely the preamble
to a new drive thrm;hﬁplin_tuﬂmm.lnd the Aszores.

——— el




France
Fditorial comment on the agreement with French autherities

at Martinique was not altogether favorable. Som4 commentators pointed
ocut that the !‘rmoh warships and airplanes there might usefully be
enployed by the United States. There appears to be a widespread dis-
position to consider the Vichy government as now definitely in the Axis
camp and to distrust any agreement made with it. Consequently, there
is a good deal of impatience in comments on the State Department's
rrotest over the DeGaulle seisure of St. Plerre and Migquelon.
Labor

The no-strike agreement reached by the industry-labor econ-
ferees received general editorial applause. A large percentage of
editorial comment, however, argued that this truce would be meaning-
less unless supplemented by & Government fiat that labor make no fur-
ther efforts to advance the prineiple of the closed shop. Newspapers,
in particular, openly reflect their anti-labor bias by urging that
exlsting employer-employee relationships be 1mtu.b.'ly frozen for

the duration.

4XIS PROPAGANDA
ghort Have Broadcasts to the U. S.
Al Mxis radio transmitters are tuned to a single dominant

theme -~ concentration of American attention on the Far Eagt. German
end Italian broadcasters have softened their attacks on this country,
suggesting that they have no real guarrel with us and no intention of
attacking us. "Europe hae no interest, and alsc no time, for any

= e
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aggression in the two Americas," says Berlin.
l_.t. the same time, Berlin and Reme magnify Japanese gains in
the Pacific, asserting that U. S. sea power has been destroyed, that

cur west coast is defenseless. They also echo Tokyo broadeasts which

.

stress the raclal nature of the war.

Tripartite broadeasters seek industriously to sow discord
between Britain and the U. S. They offer waricus :I.n?utut-ntinnl of
Mr. Churchill's vigit here: l& came because Roosevelt commanded his
presence; he came to make & desperate plea for greater aid — at the
expense of American defensej he came to repair the disaster in the
Pacific by offering his advice. "The United States will lose the
Philippines but gain m,' prophecies Rome.

Berlin broadcasts are specially designed to weaken American
merale and diminish the war effort. They deplct boundless confusion

: in Weshington, predict serious shortages in food, and strategic

materials, such as rubber and tungsten, declare that Americans are

fighting only for Bolshevism and Jewry, that already huge casualties

have been sustained, that American fliers are cowardly and incompetent.
411 fods broadeasts pey comparatively slight attention to the

progress of the war in Russia and Libya.

MATL
Insolicited Letters Addressed fo the Secretary of the Ireasury
An analysis prepared in the Treasury Department reveals &
eignificant change in the tenor of mail coming in to the Secretary.
The bulk of this mail, heretofore sharply critical, is now almost wholly
concerned with offers of mssistance and support.

iy, i -
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A great many eash contributions have been coming in to the
Treasury; many Defense Bonde and Stamps are sent in for cancellation.
Numerous letters report increased bond and stamp sales. I

The suggestion Jost frequently expressed in these letters
is thatﬂumofﬂufm&mduhnhmgod‘hﬂewryﬂmds. Many
writers urge "Remember Pearl Harbor" as a slogan to be used on
gtamps, buttons, windshield stickers, ete.

A high percentage of the letters convey a genuine and moving
sense of patriotism and of eagerness to participate in the nationsl

affort.
OFFICIAL POLICY STATEMENTS

The White House declared that the "defeat of Hitlerism
throughout the world is the "one primary objective" of the conferences
with the British delegation headed by Prime Minister Churchill.

Mr. Churehill before the joint session of Congress s&id that
"if we had kept together after the last war, if we had taken common
steps necessary for our safety, this curse would not have been visited
upon us a second time." He proposed "an adequate organization" to
preserve peace after the present war. The Prime Minister observed that
one reason for the difficulties faced by American forces in the Pacific
wes the extent of aid sent to Britain in North Africa and the Atlantic.

Vice President Wallace, writing in the Atlantic Monthly,
sald seven basis problems must be considered in establishing sound
peacetime relationships: (1) access to raw materials and protection
of raw material producers from violent income fluctuations; (2) markets
for goods produced; (3) tariffs and other barriers to imports; (4) use

et i 5 8.
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of gold; (5) credit as & stimulus to international trade; (6) close re-

lationshiy between stable naticnal currency and the exchange of goods
and services; (7) the role of adequate purchasing power and full em-
ployment within countries trading with’ one ancther. He sald Britain
and the Tnited States should prepare for peace now by making contracts
with producers of raw materials for delivery of goods during the war
and after at reasonable prices and by encoureging raw materials pro-
dueing nations to accumilate purchasing power in gold for buying
finished goods.

The Special House Committeé investigating air transportation
returned from a tour of the American Republics and told the House it
had uncovered evidence of extensive Axis aviatlion, radic and esplonage
ectivities in some of the Latin American Republics.

The OEM Disivion of Information announced war efforts will
necegsitate rationing and pooling of electric power in the Southeast,
Southwest, Pacific coast, and part of the Middle West during 1942 and
1943.

William H. Davis announced that the industry-labor conference
called by the President agreed that: (1) There be no strikes or
lockouts; (2) All disputes be settled by peaceful means; (3) The
President set up & proper war labor board to handle these diaputes.

Labor Secretary Perkins announced that during the past year
hourly earnings of factory wage earners increased LL.'K;' average hours
rose 4.8%; average weekly earnings of both full and pnrt.-t:l.::n earners
rose 20.6%.

0CD said organization is under way for a nation-wide program of
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January 5, 1942.
To: R. Keith Kane

News
Press and radic gave primary attention during the week to the

battle for and the fell of Manila. Other war developments — the
rrogress of fighting in Malaya, Russia and Libya — were accorded only
secondary prominence.

Continuing interest was shown in Prime Minister Churchill's
activities, with specisl attention to his address in Canada, and in
the Anglo-fmeriean conferences. The 26-nation deeclaration of alliance
against the Axis was treated as of major consequence in newspapers
and on radio broadcasts but was subordinated to the fall of Hanila.

Economic measures adopted for the prosecution of the wer were
glven great importance by news editors. Chief pemphasis was placed
on the President's press conference assertion that 50 per cent ﬁf the
national income would be devoted to war production and on SPAB res-
trietions respecting the sale of tires and automobiles.

There was & notable lessening of news attention to alr raid

-

)
threats and precautions. i
In reporting war developments, editors showed decreased reliance :
on Axis seurces. These appear to be more carefully labeled than '
formerly and are more frequently checked by U. S. Army and Navy |
commmigues. : '5
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Comment

Editorial comment on the fall of Manila has scught to present
the event in proper perspective — as merely an initial phase in a
worldwide struggle against the entire Axis. There is some evidence
ui: aditorinl readiness to sugarcoat the shock of this defeat by calling
it inevitable. Great emphasis was placed on the President's pledge
to redeem Philippine independence; all editorial opinion shows a high
degree of long-range confidence.

Commentators have been making industrious efforts to restore
public confidence in the armed forces of the U. S. They hailed the
shake-up in the Far Tastern command as promising greater alertness and
efficiency. Only warm praise is expressed for CGensral MacArthur's
discharge of his command. The manifold problems confronting the Navy
are repeatedly presented by editorial commentators in explanation of
the failure to relieve the Philippines or to carry the war to the .Tape.n?au.

Fevertheless e strong das;l.re for offensive action is evident in
editorial thinking. The bombing claf Manila inflamed anger against Japan.
ChuiTl's rhetorieal query, "What kind of people do they think we are?™
inspired numruua-nmmpur comments demanding aggressive prosecution
of the war in gemeral and punishment by bombing of the Japanese in
perticular. A tough attitude is manifested toward Vichy. Whilg many
commentators condoned the State Department's protest on the seizure of
S5t. Plerre and Migquelon, they did so with evident rdluctance snd with
a clear air of apology; the majority express opposition to further
plecation of Petain as futile and wndemocratiec.

e
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Commentators expect air raids on American coasts and urge effective
precautions. A majority, while crediting Mayor La Guardia with having
performed a valuable pre-war service in awakening the American people,
now demand a full-time Director of Civilian Defense; many suggest Army
control.

Lde Radio Propaganda

There have been no essential changes in the major themes of short-
wave broadcasts directed to the U. S. from Axis sources. An effort
continues to focus American attention exclusively on the Paecifiec. A1l
three members of the Axis present the Pacific war as racial in nature.

Rome and Berlin radiecs aim at gccomplishing the former purpose

_."I by blaring exaggerated claims of Japanese victories. They pay rela-

| tively slight attention to the Russian and Libyan fronts » but ingist

! that U. 8. naval power has been destroyed, that the Americen west
coast is defenseless. Berlin adds harrowing accounts of the privations
to be endured by Americans as a result of the economic demends of wer-
fare.

Tokyo efforts to unite Asiatic peoples in a struggle sgainst the
white race are abetted by German and Italian broadecasts. Berlin in
particular, is eloguent in the defense of Japanese virtues, stressing
the conflict as designed to gain oriental freedom.

Axis radios place a good deal of stress, also, on the menace of
Commmism. Anthony Eden's trip to Moscow is represented as an attempt
to promote the Bolshevization of Europe.
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Certain admissions of weakness on the shortwave broadcasts mey
be designed to foster complacency in the U. 8. The Germans report
domestic hardships and confess the spread of typhus among their fbreds
on the Eastern front; at the same time their transmitters emit W‘.Im.'m '
threats that new campaigns are now being prepared.

Redic attacks againet the British have risen markedly in the
past week, both in intensity and volume. Tokyo, however, treats the
lustralians with great softness, assuring them that Japan has no hostile
intentions toward their country. All Axis transmitters selze every
opportunity to sow discord among the allied nations.
Tore La e rs

The most flagrantly pro-fAxis of the foreign language publications
in the U. 8. having been silenced, German and Italian newspapers now
show substantial agreement with prevailing American u.t.‘l‘.itaidaa toward
the war. They are evidently being edited with extreme caution. BEdi-
torially, they offer frequent pledges of loyalty to this country.

Readers of these publications are advised to refrain from political
comment; and, to 2 considerable degree, the editors themselves take
the advice they offer. The problems of asliens and foreign-born Americhns
ere a principal subject of interest and discussion. The foreign-
language press as & whole acknowledges that the treatment they have
received thus far compares favorably with the urpnrifncn in the last

Wars

Kegro Newspapers
| There is a decided improvement in the morale of the Negro press.

B T —— -
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hile complaints of discrimination ere still frequent and bitter, the
trend seems to be to view the war as an opportunity for Negroes to be-
come & welded, instead of a segregated, part of American soclety.

This survey covers materlal furmished by The
Office of Government Reports, The Fereign

padeast Monitoring Service of The Federal
Commnications Commission, The Public Relations
Bureau of the War Department and The Organizations
and Propeganda Analysis Section of the Department
of Justice.



OFFICE OF FACTS AND FIGURES
WASHINGTON K itier

January 10, 1942

To: The Mrecter
From: EPEuresu of Intelligence

. .u ._...

Hews
The President's message on the state of the union tepped all

events of the week in mews interest. The press presented it variously
as an announcement of an AEF, a blueprint for industry, a defiance of
the Axies, BSeme papers chose to headline as news the chorus of approval
which was the national responss,

The budget message, naturally, received less prominence. DBut
its dimensions were startling enough te cocasion banner headlines, tee,

In the sphers of war news, the Fhilippines held first place by
s wide margin, The keenest subsidiary interest was shown in Malays, In-
creased attention was pald to the continued Enssisn advences; British
gaine in Libya received only mimor headlines,

Esdio mevacasters and newspeper editers pald extravagaat attea-
tion to every mimor jimeriesn triumph in the Pacifie, OCommuniques an-
neuncing even trivial submarine or bember successes were blown up imte
major vieteries,

On the produmetion fremt, interest cemtered round restrictioms
on the sale of tires and sutomobiles and the difficulties invelved in

the oconversion of the sutomobile industry,
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Opinion
The President's Nessage

Blitorial response to the President's message was almost wholly
favorable and fervemt. There was no dallking at the production geals
sst forth, The statement of them in terms of specific quotas fer planes,
tanks, guns and ships I-l'l with warm spproval everyvhere, Commentators
agreed that the job ceuld be dome -- although enly at the cost of radical
alterations in Ameriean living habits.

Only the Patterson papers were feazed by Mr. Roosevelt's imtent
to carry the war to the ememy. An overvhelming majority of the press
accepted the prospect of an AXF as wise and necessary.

General approval was expressed also for the hlllilll'l'l promise
"Te maintain the security of the peace."

Respense to the address by business leaders took the form of
acceptance of a challenge. Almost all of them answered readily and
vigorously that th goals could and would be met. '

+ Preliminary reports of interviewing condusted in the Chicage
and San Franciseo areas indicated a theroughly favorable publie reastion
to the President. The magnitude of his program rather staggered the
imsgination of the average eitizen. DBut the general feeling among those
interviewed was one of confidence in Mr. Beosevelt's sppraisal of needs,
The typical response was, "If it's got to be done, it's got to be done."

Short wave broadcasts from Axis radio stations attacked Presi-
dent Reosevelt's address while aveiding sany specific memtian of the
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armament goals which it outlined. The propaganda line was to emphapize

the sacrifices the program entailed for Americans, TFred Kaltenbach,

in a special commentery on the talk for North American listeners, ;
claimed the Axie could outproduce the U. §, and that, anyhow, American

material could not get across the Atlantic,

Tor home consumption, Berlin broadcasts quoted the President's i
assertion that "The world is too small to afford living room for both |
God and Hitler" and called Mr. Hoosevelt "a self-styled agent of God,"

frogress of Froduction

Bditorial commentators have long been dissatisfied with the
tempo of the production effort. Their chief complaint againet the
Administration of this score concerns the fallure to appoint a single
responsible Minister of Supply to coordinate all procurement activities.

Americs needs & Beaverbrook 1s & common editorial ery.'

Pyblic opinion sampling reveals a similar discontent with the
arpament program. Nearly half of those interviewed felt that we are
not producing enough wer material for our own needs and those of our
allies. A recent poll shows thet 43 per cent of the people think the arms
rrogram is moving too slowly. Hemedies commonly suggested are: longer
hours, conversion of industry to war production, stopping strikes.

Editorials now echo the popular demand for conversion of indue-
tries. A good many commentators write eritieally of the fallure of auto=
mhih. manufacturers to adopt the Reuther plan. At the same )1!! they
show resentment at the CI0 ineistence upén & volee in directing the

conversion.
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Eationing

Editoriel reaction to tl» tire and automobile rut::hﬁm showed

an eager willingness to accept curtallments in civilian consumption. The
‘prees, as & whole, urges that rationing be tempered by wisdom but that 1t
"b- ;puhd. wherever necessary.

A recent public opiniom poll discloses that 75 per cent of the
reople belleve the Government should have the right to tell factory
owners and business men whet they can make and what prices they can
charge. This attitude is complemented by a popular readiness to meke
the sacrifices in living standarde involved. All indications point to
the conclusion that people are willing to give up much more than they
have yet been asked to smcrifice.

Lend-Leage

The press contimmes to urge that the United States fulfill
its functlions as the arsenal of Democracy. On the whole, commenta-
tors argue that the war can best be waged by sending American supplies
to the present fighting fronts. Moet of them view the war :m a
plenetary scale. They have consistently presented Singapore, rather
then the Fhilippines, as America's chief fortress in the Far Pacifie.

5 Interviewing suggests that the public only partially shares in
this attitude. Only one-fifth of a small sample poll felt that our
shirment of supplies to Britein and Bussia ghould now be increased.
One=third of the total felt thet our Lend-Lease deliveries should re-

main about the same, while another one-third believed that they should
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be decreased. People gemerally eppear to favor contimued -.i-.d Ito our
ellies, but relatively few seem to think of such aid as a fully in-
tegral part of our own r_iw;m. !hn sameé interview which showed
one-third of the u-plu-u dieposed to diminish our shipments to
Britain end Russia also showed & majority of 72.2% bdellieving that
the war ngaina.t Germeny cen best be prosecuted by c.muplratlnm with
the British and the Russisns; only 21.8% of this .;nn sample felt
Ithat it would be vprefersble to concentrete on building up our home
defenses; 6% of the sample gave a no-opinion rc#nnn.

The thought motiveting those who fevored decressed Lend-
Lease shivment wes thet our needs heve grown in reletion to our
production levels. Hﬂllt of them favored sending "whet we can spare."

Axis radlo broedcasts continue to highlight the theme that
America is concerned solely with the Pacific and that the disssters
suffered by our forces there :I.'tqniru the concentration of all our
efforts end resources against the Jepanese.

Allied Commend

The press was ell but unsnimous in its epprovel of Gemeral
Wevell's eppointment to supreme suthority in the Fer Best. The
neming of Genersl Erett and Admiral Hert to limited comuands under
Wevell was teken es sensible and natiufutoq. Bditorial commen~
tators urge and expect the urnnﬂ:on of 2 supreme war council and

assume that it will be located in and directed from Washington.
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Preliminary results of interviews on an ;:m-nl; small
scale suggest that there is also general public acceptance of the
Wevell eprointment; 68% of those questiomed epproved; 22% dis-
epproved; 10% geve a "don't know" answer. -+

i .

Interviewing indicetes that confldence in Americen victory
is virtuelly unenimous. There is, however, a growing expectation
of & long tough war, although relatively few of those guestioned
seemed genuinely aware of what this might meen in terms of personal
hardships.

Of those esked to estimate the nrobable durstion of the war

- by fer the largest group guessed at & reriod of 13 months to 3 years.

Another large segment expect the war to last even longer then 3 years.
Newspaper editorials have done much to encourage this expectatiom.

Confidence in Information

Interviewing ﬂ.:l.uulou.n en extremely interesting resction

to wer news. Discussions concerned with the relisbility of evailable
informetion suggest that there is a widestreed disbelief in reports
about the war unless they sre sponsored by some Government 'agnn.qr.
One-half of a smell sample believed that 1t would be desirable to
have official Government spokesmen write the war news for the papers
and brosdcast it over the radio; only 41% of the sample ﬁnir_-d. to
let newspaper revorters and radio oom;ntntou handle it as they are

doltg now.
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There eppears to be considersble ropular feeling that news
eboyt the progress of the wer is being withheld to some extent; but
this withholding is generally accented as wise and necessery to
avold giving aid end comfort to the ememy. An overvheluing majority
of the public seems to be willing, et present, to eccept the present
quentity of war information beilng relessed. The handling of the mews
about Pearl Harbor was considered setisfactory by -ﬁ;"ﬁ of the people

interviewed.

This survey covers matetial furnished by
The Office of Bovernment Revorts, The Publie
Helations Bureau ofThe War Department,
Foreign Broedcest Monitoring Service of The
Federal Communicetions Commission, The Pro-
gram Survey Section of The Department of
dgriculture, The Office of Public Opinien
Research, Princeton, N. J., The University
of Denver Netional Ovpinion Research Center,
speclel Defenee unit of the Derartment of
Justice.
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January 16, 1942

Tot The Director, Office of Facte and Figures
From: Bureau of Intelligence

Treatment of News by Press and Hadie

Donestic news,directly related to the war, rivaled reports from
the actual battlefronts during the past week.

Both press and radiec gave major importance to the appointament of
Donald Felson as Chairman of the new War Production Board. In news-
paper headlines the post was commonly characterized as "Production
Czar". The naming of the War Labor Board was also given great im-
portance. The price control issue was handled by editors and news-
cagters as one of high significance, involving a mnjor internmal rift
in the Government. Senator Truman's report on the Government's pro-
curement activities was presented as disclosing o shocking scandal.
The Landis appointment to Civiliosn Defense ocecasioned keen interest.

The reports on Far Enstern {ighting were divided rather evenly
between hsartening accounts of Cencral MacArthur's continued resist-
ance and gloomy admissions of Japancse gains in the Netherlands Indies
and Maolaya. Rumors of reinforcoments for the Philippines were promi-
nently reported. Headline writers and radio broadeasters continued
to magnify minor American successes. The sinking of o Japansse
liner, for example, was prosented as a sipgnificant wvietory.

The chief war story of the week wae the Neavy Department's announce-

ment that U-boats were operating off the Now York coast.

e
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Incraased attention to Hoscow communiques highlighted further i
Russian advances on the Eastern front. German losscs of men and materiel
were featured. The battle in Libya, however, has lately beon relegated
to a subordinato position.

Considerable intercst was displayed during the latter part of the

o S

week in the opening of the intor-Ameriean confercnee in Rio De Janciro. :
Argentine intransigonce was tlio chief subject of nows storios.

Editorial Opinion

Editorial pages are currently warning readers to bewarce of head-
line writers. Commentators expross considerable suspicion about the
reliebility of news concerning Russian gains and wankénad German moralo.
The warning issued in statements by Secretary Knox, Donald Nelson and
Senator Connally reccived considerable applause. HKevertheless, some
editorial writers encouraged the public to be extremely optidili.st.ic.
| Their own optimism was reflected in numerous editorials posing the
projected armaments of tho United States as invineible.

The appointments of I‘:E:mlﬂ Nelson and of the War Labor Board were !
received with tho warmest vditorisl approval. Indesd, these may be
said to have come just in time to disarm growing editorial indignation
over deficloncies in the production program.

Commentators have boen oxpressing growlng anger over allcged
Governmentoel confusion in directing war production and also ovoer the
"business as usual" attitude of mansgement. The press has shown par-
ticular impntience over the feilure to build up adequate stock piles
of stratogic raw materinls. A number of editorials severely criticize
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Jesse Jonos for his optimistic statement on the anticipated cutput of
synthetic rubber.

There have been other symptoms, too, that the pross is coming to
grips with the war's realities ond is impatignt to see the country
roll up its sleeves and get to work. All motropolitan newspapers
vigorously support the President's opposition to granting Socretary
Wickard control over fara prices. Stiffer rationing is widely advo-
cated; there have been few complaints about restrictions on the sale of
rubber and sutomobiles. Swifter conversion of industry to war uses is
demanded. In general, newspocper commentators now seem convinced as
to the urgency of an all-ocut prqductian affaort.

Labor Press

fnalysis of the labor press suggests a real possibility that the
cleavage between the CIO and AFL may bo healing. Favorable news
appears in CIO publications about the AFL and vice versa. Onc of the
most bitter critics of the CIO, AFL columnist and press agent Philip
Pearl, says: " "¥e hail the spirit of unity that now unites the Ameriecan
labor movement and is growing stronger every day.... The slgns are
many that an informal, tacit armistice is in effect." In several
states, all branches of labor united to form defensc committees.

Labor newspapers arc extremely vigorous in their criticism of
"business as usual"; thoir particular complaint is the failurc of in-
dustry to adopt the Reuther plan. But they are also caustic regard-
ing the cupidity of businessmon as revealed in the concentration of

iy e R RN



Intelligence Survey No. 6 - 4 =

orders among a minority of big manufacturcrs. Considerable concern
is expressed over defcnse unemployment; anti-labor activitios by em-
ployers are charged by & number of newspapers.

All sections of the labor press a.ra'now heartily supporting the
war effort. Most of them urge union members to give blood to the Red
Cross, buy defense bonds, participute in civilian defense, enlist if
possible. And some of them warn against regarding the Pacific as the
major theater of American war interest.

Cost of Living

Preliminary results of interviewing reveal en interesting con-
trast between expsctations as to tho cost of living in rural and urban
areas. Judging from replics mado by & small sample, farmers arc quite
optimistic in rogard to thoir finanecinl prospects for the coming year.
Nen.rly-ona-half of them expect to be better off than they are now;
only 10% expect to be worse off. This optimism is generzclly bused on
an expectation of higher prices or continued good prices f;jr farm
products. Some concern was expressed over the cost of articles which
the farmer must purchnse.

Kearly one-half of the farmors interviowed believe the price of
their major crop will inercase during the next fow months, whilo only
3% anticipate o price reduction.

City dwellers, on the other hand, show marked apprehension about
price trends. Two-thirds of those intorviewed assert that they al-
ready seriously feol the effects of price increases. Most of these
find the mejor pressure in the cost of food. Rising food pricos are
widely expected to continue. Thure is a very strong fooling that the
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Government should take action, through price control, to check in-
ereased costs; only one-sixth of those interviewed, however, complained
that the Government is not now engaged in adequate preventive measures.

Of the urban sample, throe-fourths expressed disapproval of stock-
ing up on food and other goods. Unlike farmors, 45% of the city poople
questioned expect to be worse off naext yeunr than thoy are now; only
157 anticipate an improvement in their living conditiuns, while 23%
reason thet things will be much the same as they are at present.
Confidence In News

Final results of a poll concluded ten daoys ago on the subject of
sentiment respecting the handling of the nw; about Pearl Harbor afford
some interusting figurcs. Of the total sample 52.9% folt that it was
probably bost that the Govornment withhold nows in order to avoid
giving comfort to the enonmy. An additional 27.8% declared that "™we
had no right at ell to expect the story of our losses at Pearl Harbur
any sconer than we got it." Only 6.7% rogarded the withholding of
news as unjustified; only 6.1% felt that the withholding, although
justifisble, was unwise. '

These fipgures should be considered in comparison with the roes-
ponses te o query on the manner in which the Guvernment ought to handle
nows of losses suffered by ocur ermed forces. Of the same sample, 73.5%
believed that news about such losses-should be released ns soon as it

is confirmed, provided that the news is not of nctual value to the

anomy .

— — e —
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The superficial contradietion here scems to revolve around the
doefinition of "aid and comfort to the enemy". Apparently, the public
was, in large part, satisfied with the Government's judgment on this
score, ot loaet as far as Pearl arbor was’ concerned.

It is possible that, as clleged oye-witness accounts of the
Hawniian disaster gain curraoncy, confidence in the published news may
be shatterad or diminished. According to ono astute and reliable
abserver in Chicapo, thare is now a tendency in soma quarters in that
locality to question the truth of what they are being told abuut the
situntion in the Pacifie. It is said in sophisticatad eircles that
stories are in circulation costing doubt on the cceuracy or adequacy
of the report about Pearl Harbor made by Secretary Knox. Some dangor
exlsts that the public moy come to foel that infourmation modia are
shilclding tho armed forces from justified criticisn; it may bo that
repetition of the President's statement on Government information
policy would be useful to reassure the publie rospecting the need for
discretion in the roleoase of news.

Axis Propagande

Axis shortwave radios have joined in blasting at the Rio econfor-
onco. Thedir line is thet the Latin Ameriecen countries ounght to fesl
insulted becausc Sumner Welles, instead of Cordell Hull, is repre-.
sonting the United Statos. Amoriecan imporialism is the chiof theme of
the Axis broadecasts.

German esmmentators have pilcked up and perverted Amorican nows
storiss euncorning disordor and diminishod morals in Gurmany. Tho

—— i
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Nazi technique is to exaggerate the Amoricen claims and then to point
sarcastically to evidence disproving their accuracy. One Germon broad-
castor, for example, told his listeners that radio Schenectady had ro-
ported machine guns set up in Harlin-tn"mwnt a "coup d'etat" against
the Hitler povernment. Hi;h great innocenca, ho delcared that he had
looked carefully for the weapons in the Wilholmsplatz and had beon un-
able to find them. Every falso claim made by American and British

shortwave stations is highlighted and refuted by the Kazi commentators.

This survey covers material furnished by

The 0ffice of Government Reports, The Public
Relations Bureau of The War Department, The
Foreign Broadeast Monitoring Servicos of The
Foderal Commmnications Commission and of The (i
Coordinator of Information, tho Special De-
fense Unit of the Departmont of Justice, the
Program Survey Section of the Department of

i Agriculture, The Office of Public Opinicn Re-
search, Princeton, K. J., The University of
Denver Lational Opinion Hesearch Center.
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SEWS MIGELIGHTS

Fighting Front

Kazi subparine activities in
the At.lunﬁicl

jmezrican naval successes in
the Pacific'

Fighting in “alay

AW

Generai lechrthurts stend ..
asslon AAVATICES & iveees s

Fighting in Libya

vvvvvvvvvv

Donald Nelson and the nemw
dar Production Boerd

%

Tar appropriations cesvsses.

Tha Vinson ;‘Epﬂx"b EERE sassnn

Irzatment by Press and Redio

L SO L L X -y s liGe

45 =Wl Helnbd LIAF6 O N3 drams
Lo tems played-up, ghifting focus of at-

tention on wur news from land to soa.

re r than last .
hepeated stand by Britisl emphasized but
stories jive picture of consistent reireat.

sented &s heroie.
Individual acts of brevery fsatured ut un-
derlyin; tale ic one of clmost abandoned hope.

receive growinz enphasis.

The reeapture of llozhaisk is given special
simlifiocrnce,

cccoerded comuarstive minor importance.

iregsentecd with obvious satisfiction.

Continues as principal item of interest on
th2 doiestic front - ‘topother with H1liam
RFaudsen's appointment to a Lisutenant Gene-
raley und the shufiling of key production
chiefs.

beadlined tut not &@FJ'GM
Hymitvde of axpenditures are taken, on the
whola, as a matter of doursa.

hanalad with serution.
hiecedves less uttention thon last voelk's
disclosures by Senator Truman,
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Irojecied ehift to Daylijht cecasions litile stir.
Saving tine
Possible reunion of CI0 and reported with sporadic interest.
AFL
Prins .dnister Churchill's BTQ 5 _umech orest; le dramntized.
uwofe raturn to England Little concern is showm over dcbate he

faces in the House of Cormmons on the conduct

of the Far Zastern War.

Letention of U. Saw, foruer receives brief attention.

Premier of Durma

It is perhaps a significant comnohtery on the tempsr of public
Teeling that the bigzest siugle news story of the week was the ceath
of (arols Lombard. The press also found considereble space o re-
cite the corenonies atterding the oy induction of Jaoo Loviz. TItems
such s ihase relegated to virtval obserrily news w.ich muy prove of
greater long-renge interest, such as the Maritime Coumission's report

on the revieion of its produciion scheduls.

DPINIONK HIGHLIGHTS

l:q.-"'Ll?t -.-'.T.‘. .nlﬂﬁ'!'.-

American newspapors hove found their ul‘.trant.iorll drawn rom the
Jest Lo the Dmet. 'Yost of them retain thelr intellectual conviction
thnt thae war is indivisible. In ueneral, they agres with Secretary
anox that the Pacific is no more than a geconoary theater of the wer.
2ut their emotions are now mainly concerned with the Far Tastern con-

flict. . s

_——




Such widely diverse publications as the GIL:lun.[;o_ Tribune, the Hecrst
newspapers and The Kation join in insisting thut our firet job is to smesh
the Jnpanese. The bulk of the press, widle it does not yo to tlds extrene,
is fearful that if essential strongholds in the Orient ure once lost to
Japan they mey never ha. regnined. :

The press takes n eriticel and sessimistic view of the Far Zastern
fighting. Dritish unpreparedness is frequently scored by Americen com-
mantiiors; wnd thers are numerous conmplaints that neither e Duteh nor
tiae Iritish lLave adeguately scorched the surth which they were forved to
surrancer to the Japanesa. |

Fur general Micdrthur and bis troops thers are frecuent mueans of
Fredov; et thera is & growing tandency to blams unspacified authorities
in ‘achington for thair pligh:. Aliogether, ecitorizl opinion is in a
stute ol considerable confusion and slarm rbout the Pacilic.

This is u state of mind which the Mxis m:_iia st-utinu_s ar: sily
ancourazing. To promote disunity auon; the ABCD pomers, Tokyo hrond-
cosbs that Lhinese troopes were trunsferred to Burma in orqer to aupm"ung
iudependence riois there, that Guneral Yavell has resignad his command
fue to the lopelessness of the For Zustern military picuturs, that
groups in the Australian labor party are roady %o arrive ot a compromise
porce with the Japanose. The Germans moke a coniribution to thie offort
by intarpreting Sceretary Imox's spseeh as an American dosertion of the
Pacifie; Great Dritain, China ond the Notherlands Enst Indies ame re-

perted shockod and demoralized.




Axip shortmvo propasenda zlso continues to dmlup the now ruﬂm
thams of Asir for tho Asiatics. The Japunese now have a new slogan ---
"Te Philipninos for the F:l.lipj.nac;a".
tguuiﬁ and Germany :

 Anerican conmentateors apolaud ﬁ;e smml. officiul u:dwrt&éid’m t‘c:‘
diseovnt good nows fronm the Eastern rront. Many of thom tell thuair_raaﬂarn :
cernasily thet it ds fatuous to urpoet anything save a long and diffieult
var.  Puv oltan theso same commoniutors yisld to the tomptation to look
hopufvlly on the nows of Kazi losses and intormal unrest.

Thers has been & gracval and significant change in the editorial
ntvitude townrd the Sovict I'mden. In tha aarly stazus of the Russo-

Gurinan woae, conmaniators de no lawerable couamsut about the Red army
without irmadintely professing whodr hatred of Gonmmism. Dot nowadays
thero is Lz;ulbaﬂhnd adedration for the horoism and dotormin~tion of the
iuesion soldlers. Foars are still siprussed, not infrequently, that

Stalin muy .I.:'.-ct. mele an eltorether sympathetic companion at the nocee

tabla. DBut the sarly feor and athorrence of Tussic have grently diminished.

Tils editorial dsvelopment finds some raﬂuci:im in publ.ic opinion.
Rasulis ‘of o Gallup poll not ot published show that S1f of the amerdcan
piaple deelara that, if thoy had to chooss, thoy would rethor live under
the kussion forma of Zovormment than undor tho Cormen foram of govarnmont;

enly 117 would prafor the Gormen to tho Fussiun. This raproesconta o marked

- 8hilt frou the high poreeniuge of no ovninion responsss made when tho same

guostion was asked sows tine ayo.
This shift in sontiuont may bo considored heartoning when viewed

in ths 1ight o inerscead ixis cfforis to popularizs the crusede asminst
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Comrmnicm. A § to Gornan broadeastore, Groot Iritain is now ~apidly
vz ol Jelshavization, whils Ttalien radio points to sinilar tendencies
in tho United Statos. :

Inter-dm.rican Conforvnes ‘in iio ;g' Janviro

Axis shortiavs radios.mede spocinl afforts to disrupt Vestorn hunis-
phore cmity during the courss of the Rio c?ufmnea this '.mak..' "Amoerican
linzoriclism" and “"dollar diplomacy™ wero ti:s chiof themes of their broad-
enslo. e an illustrotion of Americin imparialist designs, Germeny dis:
cussad lnst yearts LITE magezine criiely by Henry Lues, The Amoriean
Cantury.

As a epurr to tha Latin Ameriesn countrics, Rome informod tham by
siworivera that tho Pope dosiros tham "not to dcelars war or gaver their
ti.:é mwith Furepe". The Commmist tion: wes playead vp for this audicnce,
too. .

American oditorial discussion of the Rio confurencs ruvelved prin-
cipally around ths Argentins sesition.' Since this has .been roported pro-
Axis en: day and anti-Axis the noxt, tho editoriil writers huve genarally
fovnd thongolves puffing uncertaiuly a short distance buhind the hoadlines.
Ar and Scc Powsr

Juranuse successes spainst Britich and Amorican naval forces have
frotuy completely persuaded editorinl switera thit ulz warniing ero obso-
lota. Sowz of thom recognize that tha wirehin acy still havo gruat potency
i given adoquote aurial oretaetion. But moss comment tends to prosent

aviation a8 Wi dominant featire i wodurn morfare.




Unpublislied Gallup rusults indicats that tha public is either sig- ’
nally rosponsive bo or responsible for this editorinl attitude. } popular
pruforence feor airplanss ovor battleshiss iwas exprocsed in n ratio of nino
to onz. In response to o quostion as to which arm of ths fighting forcus
vould be most importunt in winning the prasent war, air poaver received -e.
el to onc vots ovor sca pover and a twolve to one vots over land powar.
Dowsgtic Affnria

Tha ehiof iton of domaestic editorial interust during the wsok has boon

Tt reorganisation of thu nvoduction program undor Donald Kolson. Tha prass
is :'_u:-:linud to rogerd the cppolntment of NWulson as a foathor in its eap.
Unueaquantly, 1t is now supporting hin bhoartily. Thorc wns zonoral dalight
orer the dologation of powor pranted to hin undor tho wracidunt's oxecutiva
ordor cnd ovar his clisice of key production oxccutivo:.

Sinece the ifar Production Beard rumedies ow chiof complaint registerod
Lty thoe Truman roport, cditorinl eriticisam which ight otharni.uu hnve beon
dirvetod agninst the Governmant in sonsral is now leveled principally ot
the dollir-a-yoar man.

Tl consorslip code promulgatsd by Byron Price was grectod with gon-
orcl, if vantutivo, apnroval .. The rulas are called reasonnble nnd sonsibla.
Ajparontly the editeis ars dotorndned not to snap at ife. Price until ha
nbleapts to put hiz rigulotions into forco.

Lubor Unity

Labor newspapers are Yeginning to shy eway from the ATL-CIO ';nuaﬂupla-
nont" whiich they recenily encouraged. .Sa:nn AFL papers are suspicious of
Jobn L. Lewis' proposed peaca mecting. Philip Pearl, the AFL columnist vho



not long ago spoks of a tacit agraement bestween the two branches of lahor
asiis, "What new form of skulldugzery is John L. Lewis up to now?"

The AFL position in rezard to the conversion of industry is sone-
whati different from thet ;:I‘ the CI0. The craft union denies any desirs
to invads the province of monagement in industry.

The general daily press reveals a great eugernaas for labor peace
on aliosi eny terns. Whils almost zll commentators distrust Lewis, they
tend now to support his plan as a meens of ending Jurisdictional strife.
The hope for labor unity is accompanied by & hope thet the Government

will be obliged to regulate & unifiad labor movement as a form of monopoly.
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Pebruary 2, 1942
_ SECRET
f T0: The Director, Office of Facts and Figures
| FROM: Bureau of Intelligence .
') Summary Report S

The searcity of conspicuous news and comment about
Lend-Lease coincides with the apparent confusion of the public,
which lacks information on what is peeded under Lend-Lease and

what can be gpared.

Only 1/5 of a cross-section recently polled favored
increased material aid to England and Russia, However, it appears
that most people believe we should send "as much as we can spare"
and a large majority favor cooperating with Britain and Russia

Ll

vherever possible.

The Philippines, ilacassar Straits, and lalaya, dominate
the news., The surprise attack on the Marshall Islands was greeted
with jubilation. . Only secondary attention is given t.o the Russian
advances and General Rommel's renewed yitality, but Press comment
on the Red Army contipues friendly., Films have shorm the same
attitude,
The Roberts' Report is praised in press and radio for
candor; gencral complacency is blamed for the Pearl Harbor I



Sumnary Roport
4.

disaster., Alleged withholding of a portion of the Pearl Harbor
story has been generally accepted in the press as motivated by
conditions of secourity.

Secrotary Knox' restatement on the relation of the
Paciiie theatre to tho Atlantic is gencrally approved. Hovertheless,
anxiety in oditorial comment grows as the Japs approach Singapopc
A long and desperate struggle is foreseen if the stronghold is lost.

The resistance of Hashrthur has stirred increasing

praise in press, radio, and film,

Current comment on the engagement in liacassor Straits
as woll as on the landing of a contingent in Ulster generally
roflocts cagerness to mect the cnemy on foreign fields wherover
he can bo struck effectively.

The relation of the far-flung military operations to
our dependence on certain fproign raw material sources has not

rocently becn strossod in ‘cditorials dnd news.

Approval of an all-out offort is almost cveryvhero in
ovidence. Tho daily pross, labor publications and polls all show
lmovledge of tho goneral need. But thore is widespreoad uncortainty
as to vhat is roquirod of the averagc individual,

Tho labor press foars rising prices and shows some
roscntmont over "business as usual" and "oxccssive profits"., The .
gonoral proos is skopticel of the adoquagy of tho Pricoc Control Bill

just passcd.

-
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WEWS EIGHLIGHTS

Press and radio focused American attention mainly on the Far East

during the past week. The pull of dramatic current evente in the

Pacific theater of war was supplemented by the week's outstending item

of news, the Roberte report.,

Only the landing of American troops in

northern Ireland drew the anxious gaze of the American public from ite

absorption in the Pacific

Fightine Fronts

Battle of the Macassar
Straits

General MacArthur's stand

ri‘htminm- L

Nagl submarine activities

in the Atlantie .

Landing of American troops

in northern Irﬂmﬂ;._

area.

Ireatment by Press_spd Badio

o8 :
8 o week, Was treated
in both media with growing excitement as
the first major wvictory over Japan.

8t 8 d ad a
tho exploit acArthu

men, Each J’npanus ntta-nk upu.lud; "ﬂll
headlined, each indivisual act of heroism
ﬁ.:-umﬂnd. and the General himself all
but apotheosized.

=vuEpDilel e 0J SOOI LI FLOO00 Il ANX 1oty
characterized reports of continued Japa-
nese galne near Singapore, together with
landings in the Netherlands Bast Indies
and New Britain. Australisn appeals for
aseistance utilized to underscore the
urgency of the Pacific situation.

aroused continued excited interest. Sink-
ing of Lady Hawkins given greatest play.
Tales of survivors featured,

H.I.‘I.ﬂ‘.l In llmﬂ mrﬁf uu.n thl uontin—-
gent described as an AEF. The President!s
press conference statement that additional
American tronp movenents overseas might be
expected was aleo sensationally treated as
forecasting eix, eight or ten ARFs,
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RBuselan Advances ........eed

Fighting in Iibys c.eeceeiss

' i

lnter-American conference
at REio De Janeiro

Yote of confidence secured

by Prime Minister Churchill.

Domestic Front

The Roberts report

Enox BPBECH .ovsnsncsvcnee

Activities of the
War Production Board

Price Control 35.11' --:.-;--

Congressional appropri-
ations

ﬂ ﬂﬂ: lnphuil an Guunl
counterattack and the fall of w

conclusion of Riy conference featured

as a diplomatic triuwmpn but reported

as disappointing compromise. Irade agree-
ment among Wester Hemilephere nations re-
ceived moderate, formal notice.

Laken as & matter of course. Considerable
interest was displayed, however, in his
defense of far eastern policy and his pledge
of increased American aid,

1y Rowereoms Tiishel Ty Fepors 4n Bwilg
the majority quoted extensively. Eu&lina-
stressed guilt of Kimmel and Short.

highlighted as a rostatement of his views
on relationship between the Atlantic and
Pacific war theaters,

'!ﬂ& ‘Ihnchiafitm 1n thil cnnnnm'rion

was Donald Neleon's defense of dollar-a-
Fear men.

£ t « Pnssage of
the bill presented as triumph for the farm
tloc with intimations that the Preeident
might veto.

especially
those for Army end Navy planes.




Roberts Report

An overwhelming majority of the press regarded the Hoberts report
as a full, fair and clear appraisal of t'.lhl Pearl Farbor tragedy. The'
chief Aivision of opinion regarding it wes botveen those newspapors
which had consistently supported the administretion's foreign policy
and those consistently in opposition. The forner, in general, ex-
pressed & belief that all Americans must share to some degree in the
blame of the commanding officiele singled out as gullty, The latter
showed an inclination to place the blame on the President end his War
and Navy secretaries, Curiously, newspapers such as the Chicago Tri-
bune which repeatedly asserted that a Jepaneso attack was an impossi-
‘nilﬁy. now nhni-ga that Administration numpllm;néar' was responeible for
the unreadiness at Hawnii,

The lesson most commonly drawn from tﬁa Roberts report is that
unified command is au.untiu.l. Cormentators welecome the unification
of conmand already effected in the Now York area,

Alnmost all papers praise the candor of the Government in making
the report publie. It is noteworthy that thlm press cormmonly refere to
Pearl Harbor as "the greatest disaster in American naval history®,
ioplying plainly that the losses suffered were greater than haw yet
been ecknowledged. But along with the feeling that the Governnent
has withheld a pnrtiun of the Pearl Harbor story, there is now a com-
pensating feeling that the withholding wae motivated genuinely by
considerations of national security.
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Axis propagandists, via their shortwave broadcasts, have sought to .
present Adniral Kinnel and General Short as scapegoats, cloaking Presi-
dent Roosevelt's responsibility for Pearl Harbor. Rome broadcasters
present the mo#t ingenious interpretation of the Roberts report by de- 2
nllrir.:g that the Japanese attack could not have been a treacherous sur-
prise since Washington officials had given thelr Pacific connanders
advance warnings to expect 1t.

Pacific Theater

Japanese advances, Australian demands for ald and the contimued
resistance of General MacArthur have drawn editorial attention almost
wholly to the Far Bast. There is general agreerent with Secretary
Enox'e restatenent of his views about the relationship of the Pagific
to the Atlantic theater of the war.

4lnost all editorial conment now reveals an extrenely high degree
nf.' anxiety over the failure to check Japanese gains, With essential
outposts seriously threatened, it is felt that every effort oust now
be nade %o keep these fron falling into enemy hands, There are signs
that defeatisn nmay set in, should the Japanese gain control of Singapore,
Java or outposts threatening the security of Australia., Commentators
warn that Anerican supply lines depend on retension of these points.
They foresee a long and extremely difficult struggle if they are once
lost,.

A sense of frustration has developed fron the acknowledged inability
to relieve General MacArthur. Buploying the oocasion of his birthday,
connentatore eulogiszed the resourcefulness, courage and -hﬂfutnnl
displayed by the General and his nen. Newreels during the past week



played their part in glorifying the exploits of the Anerican forces in .
the Philippines,

The battle of the lhmm Btraits fuﬂ-hud. the one ‘hri;ht patch
in the news fron the Pacific. Ihih cornentators counsel mﬂ.un in
assessing ite significance, they agree hopefully that 1t denonstrated
the effectiveness of cocperation by the United Nations end the weakness
inherent in Japen's extended 1ines of cormunication, Bditorial fubila-
tlon nounted with each succeding day's report of American naval and air
successes,

Vanguards

The bulk of the press showed no tendency to cavil et the dispatch
of Anerican forces to northern Irelend, Minority elenents, of course,
partiuularly Catholie and Irish Journals, complained about aid to
Englend and pressure on Bire, But the bulk of the press approved the
step as another instance of allied unity and welcomed the President!s
prees conference intination that other American contingents would soon
oake thenselves felt in several areas. The press as a whole shows an
eagerness to meet the eneny on foreign fields wherever he can be struck
effectively.

The reaction of Axis broadcasters to the landing of Aneriean troope
was veried and iraginative. The contingent, they insisted, could be
regarded as only a neaningless token force which l_mrinu lacked the ship-
Ping to augnent or supply. The landing was u-;ﬂhud a8 intended (a) to
crush the Catholies in Ireland, (b) to take over the British Enpire and
(e) to bolster the tottering Churchill regine. It was also said to con-
stitute an u.hnl‘l.almi of the Philippines.



Eussia

There ie continued editorial optinisn over the fighting on the
Bastern front in Russia, Cormentatofs still whrn that the Nasl ro-
treat nay be only a strategic withdrawal; but they recite so nany
evidences of losses and suffering in the Gernan ranks a8 to inculecate
high hopes among their readers.

All media of connunication reveals a rmch nore friendly attitude
toward the Soviet Union than existed before the Russian counter-offensive
agsumed formidable proportions. Newsreels during the week for example,
contrituted to Russo-American emity by showing pilctures of Sikoraky and
Stalin signing their agreement to fight side by elde., BSeveral film se-
quences were shown emphasiging Russian strength and resources, belittling
the German blitzkreig. Most newsresl producers gave considerable footage
to the Red Square celebration of the Revolution's 24th anniversary,
Libys

The rejoiecing over Libya hes died away and given place to fresh
alarm. The prevailing tendency is to discount General Rommel's Oounter-
offensive; nevertheless, there is a great deal of apprehension that
British forces in North Africa have been weakened by the dispatch of
equipment and troope to Singapore.

Erige Control

The press was almost unanimous in characterizing the Price Comtrol
Lav as inadequate. But despite its dissatisfaction, it showed signs of
relief that some legislation to r:mllh the nnltruf living ie at last

“on the statute books. Most comnent reflects & kind of pious hope that
somehow the President can make the patohwork Law operate effectively.
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Labor newepapers displayed & hlﬁfm discontent over rilull
costs of living, They reflect an intenbe feeling that wages have not
kept pace with profits and that labor h.u been oalled on o make greater
sacrifices than businessmen or 'buhr:

Labor Attitudes Toward the War

The labor press, both CIO and AFL, show :m;uinc editorial aware-
ness of labnr.': stake in the war. Bditorials urge increased labor
participation through the purchase of Defense ium- and contributions
to the Red Cross drive, Brdtish, Russian and Chinese relief, benefits
for the men in servicé, blood banks and aver-time work,

Virtually the entire labor press favors a eeven~day production
week. There seems to be unanimous sentiment that there must be no ine
terruption of production for any reason. Numerous editorials insist
that strikes, for any c:lui. met be abandoned for the duration.

‘At the same time labor editorials exhibit a resentment of "business
as usual”, profiteering and the failure to give labor a greater share in
the determination of industrigl and war poliecies.

Hegro Attitudes Toward the Mar
A national cross-section 1nim1m on questlions relating to ci-

vilian morale shows some interesting contrasts between the opinions
expressed by Negroee and the upi;iom held by the group as a vhu:l.ul.' In
goeneral, Negro attitudes correspond more closely to those held by White
persons on the lowest economic level than to those of Whites of superior
economic etatus and education.

In regard to the nature of the -.r. 63.6% of the Negroes expected
it to be of long duration, ae compared with a national peroentage of 65,1



and 7p of the Negroes expect t:ut,ihi'nllruil end in a draw as compered
with a national percentage of !.Bi

A contradiction appears in the atdltude ‘of Negroes toward aiding
our allies. Dn ﬂu one hand, 25.1% of the Negroes polled believed that
Lend-Lease imliu %o lri.tll.n and Ruseia should be i.nurm-d, while only

20.7% of the national average held thie view. 3But ﬂun asked to register
& preference between cooperating with Britain and Russia or concentrating
on home defenses, only 45% of the l‘qrnuln chose the former policy as com-
pared with a national percentege of 84. The ll‘ﬁ preference for building
home defenses was 41.5% as compared with 11% nationally; 13.5% of the
Negroes gave & don't know response as compared with 5% nationally,
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~SEOREY

T0O: The Directar, Office of Facts and Figures
FROM: Bureau of Intelligence

Summary Repeort

There is growing editorial concern over the

Japanese success in the Southwest Pacific and inereasing
 attention to the threat to the Rangoon-Burma Road to China.

Though the loan to China received much favarable
comment the news was not prominently reported.

Generally, isclated militery successes and acts
of heroisn contimued to be played up in the headlincs in
controst to the moro sober troatments by editarial wwiters
and comentators.

Eagornoss to talke the offonsive, ocspeeially in
the Pacific arca, is evidenced with inereasing frequency
in the prosss

Activity in the Atlantie is comparatively neglocted;
indood, a fairly influeneial fection of the pross strossocs the
noed for complote prooccupation with the Japanecsc.

- [
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Summary Report E. 3

While the poople seen to dosire offcnsive action
and all-out profuction and rostricticns, tho extent of the
offort noeded is little understood, Food shortages aro
widoly anticipated., Thure has been no strong, widely
disscminated authoritetive policy statement on the need
‘for civilian effort and sacrifico sincc the President's

message to Congross January 6. Nor has the moaning of
an all-cut effort been brought home in other ways.
Hitler's spoech of Jamuery 30 reverts to the
thosis that the enemy is fighting the German people - not
Hitler = not the Nazi party. Apparcontly ho would have his
people bolicve that they can expoct no quarter fron the
United Netions even if the Germans changed thoir loaders.
Thore sccns to bo a groat confusion throughout
tho country about tho nature and magnitude of the alien
problen, The date which tho Govornment has on the subject
have epparently not been sufficiontly publicized and policies

have not boon clarified,
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NEWB. HEILHELICHTS
Headlines in some newspepers showed = slightly improved tendency
to treet the war news with reeliesm, But the bulk of the press which is
dependent for ite circuletion upon newsstand seles continued to put its
strees upon good news rather than bad, reporting the wer in terus of
Allied resistance, rather then in terms of the steedy Japanese ad-
vance. llews interest centered heavily on the Fer ;lut.. The bettle of

the Atlantic was relegeted to couparative obscurity.
Fighting Fronts Irestment by Pregs_and_Redio

Neval attsck on Marshall ecely tre by x [
and Gilbert Islande ,,. emphasis falling on selzure of initistive
bty U. 8. fleet rather than on concrete
gaine secured. llost consplcucus newe
event of the week,

Pcerl Harbor damage photos . minen displeyed in the pross

Siege of Bingapore ......... g prime foc int of continuing ne
interest. Genersl Wavell's messege to
defenders sescrting that help would
soon be at hand was pleyed up.

Threat to Burma Roed ....... £ close second in continuing news in-
terest, with attention to this front
inereasing daily., Festured were ex-
ploite of Americen fliers in the de-
fenee of Burms,
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Fighting in Philippines .... w_:m&.hwm-
resourcefulness of MacArthur's men,

A misteken impreseion that reinforcements
had reached lacArthur created » brief
flurry of excitement. The Genersl's birth-
day telcgram to the President wae halled,
slmost unanimously, es an historic docuuent,
megnificently expreseive of the coursge end
determinetion of Philippine defenders.

:

Bettle of Macessar Straits .

petod with continuecd thowgn Qimlnlanod
intercst. News stories gave little atten-
tion to the fect that a coneidereble
portion of Japenese armsda remeined un-
destroyed or had effected landings.

Jepencse attacks on Amboina Oreet importance sttached to sttecks on
end Socrebsja; & Amcrican these Dutch bases, and coneidereble in-
F-40 planes in Jave ..... tercst shown in announcement of errivel

of U.S, planes to aid in defense of Java.

Pupgien fighting ..........s interest continued et about the seme level
week. BSome notice given to stif-
fened Uazl resistence.

Libyan front ...ccevsens .... Wes sccordled incresscd intercet, but ox-
tent of British reverses not stresscd

of prominently reported.

ixie U-boat ectivities in  held & subordinete place on the front
the Atlantic ... pegee. Sinkinge not recounted with much
ewareneeg of their relation to the crucial
Atlentic battle s & whole,

Yon-fighting Fronts

Helf billion loen to China . gudden intercet displeyed. Fresh atten-
tion drawn to Chine as e stretegic factor
w3 in the war,

= ——r——
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Proposed chenges in Selec- arouepd considergble attontion. Intercet
tive Service Law .. focused on proposed induction of merried
men and eerc for their dependents.

Dean Lendie' reorgenization
of Civilien Defense .. gccasioned unfevorsble comment. During
latter prrt of week the sppointmente of
Melvyn Dougles end Meyrie Chency, to-
gether with congressional discussion
respecting them, brought forth & berrege
of mejor stories, most of them hostiloe,

Egyptien cebinet shske-up)

Chilien clection ) .. proused mild intercst.
Tlevetion of Quisling to )

Promiership of Norwey)

Award by Congrese of peneions froused # pood dcal of ettention. The

to ite membrre .. Bundles for Congress movement widely
highlighted and reportrd with menifeet
glee,

OPINION EIGHLIGHTS

Atteck in the Pacific

The nevel stteck on the Gilbert end lisrshell Ielende wes rwchndi
by every segment of the Americen press with relief end rejoleing. Gon-.
mentetors hed felt deep enxicty concerning the Pecific fleet; elmost £ll
of them hed refrained from seking the question uppermost in their minds --
vhere is the Nevy? Thie Pecific eotion spnewered the curstion for them
end wes generelly heiled ee proof thet the fleet still possesses strik-

ing power,

B
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Commentertore resese the reid on the Jepanese islands with some
caution, They recognize thet the ection wae not conclusive, But their
delight et Amcricen selzure of the initietive was so greet ee to over-
ride any considerstions ae to the precticel rcsults of the venture,

Axie shortweve brobdcests sought to belittle the sttack, Tokyo
redio prescnted it ss e defret for the Asericen reiders, citing the
loes of elevin of our planes end sdmitting only minor demege to the
Jepenese, Berlin echoed this eppreisel. On the whole, Axie broed-
ceeters have paild little ettention to the engagement, : 2 '

There ie s prevelling desire in the press for offensive werferc,
It epperrs to be motivated, not merely by en cegerness for revonge
egeinet the Jepenesc, but rlso by ¢ recognition thet only offenaiwe
strrtogy cen bring the wer to s succeseful concluasion,

This editoriel disposition to essume the offensive ie persllel:(

by en offenslve peychology rmong the generel public. No doubt the
crlloueing of eensibilities wrought by two end one=helf yerrs of wer

in FPurope hes preprred Americens for e more ruthless rttitude then

they would ordinerily resume. In rcsponse to p guestion re to how the
wer pgeinet Jepen should be condncted, 29.6 per cent of e pemple ezid
thet we should etteck "only their nevy and other militery objectives",
while 58,9 per cent fevored fighting "en ell out wer, ineluding bomb-

ing of Japenese cities". Composing this mejor group werr 49.5 per cent
of the totel who declered thet thoy would be in favor of bombing Jepenecse

|
|
I|
|
cities, cven though this meent thet our own cities would be bombed in ‘!
|
rcturn; 6.5 per cont who fevored bombing Jepencer cities -- provided i
L
|

|
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we could escape retelirtory rction of the esemc sort; 2.9 per cent who
would rlso like to bomb Jepenese cities, but woren't sure how they
would be effected by reprissls. Thie poll wes teken just efter Christ-
uulend: ie to be supplemented by £ repetition of the same question,

The,preliminery results, however, secum to indicete s gemersl rocog-

nition on the prrt of the Amcricen public thet the best defensc is

to rttock.
Defenec in the Peeific

All editeripl comuontetors dieclose a Ligh degree of elerm over
continued Jepenese sdv:nces on the seversl Fer Esstern fronts., The
scizgure of Singepore, the threet to the Surpe Roed end the investment
of ccrtein portions of the Netherlends East Indies end of Austrelien
territory heve roused thew to en urgent concern for sllied fortunce.
Hewspepers which endorse, in generel, the theeis thet the wer is in-
divieible todey point to the Orient es ite most urgent thepter.

That segnent of the prese which hes consistently opposed the
foreign policy of the Government nuw:uumlan the Government's wer pol--
icy. The newspepcre comprising this opuosition minority erc fow in
nweber, yet coneidereble in circulstion end influence, Chicf rnong
thea ere the Petterson controlled New York Deily News and 'erhington
Times Et;nld, The Chicego Tribune owncd by Col. licCormeck end the
fourtcen pepore which meke up the Heerest chein. Soue scettered set-
cllitcs contribute to the neo-iscletionist chorus.

In gencrel, the line teiken by these ncowepepers is thet Jepan con-
stitutes the only resl menece to the United Strtes rnd thet conscquently

ell Auericen strength should be conerntrrted in the Pecific. The entigue




theeis that Lend-Leesc sid to Britain end Ruseie constitutes a week-
ening of Amcricen etrength is now refurbished in terue of wer stretegy.

One point on which pll scgucnte of the preoes eppesr to mgrer is
thet eid to Chine is desireble, Thc projreted helf hiilinn doller loen
.tn support the Chinrse currency wee loudly epplauded by eluost all

comarntetors. It served, epperently, to focus oditorisl ettention on

the stretcgle importence of Chine to the wer es & whole, The Chinese
coget, numerous commcntetore now point out, provides tho best poten-
tiel bese for future offensive ection, particulerly for bombing reids,
egeinet Jepen itself., For this rerson, it ie coneidcered imperestive

to kecp the Burma Rosd supply line frow felling inte Jepenese hencs.
Libys

The press hes given the cesuel reesder littlc ewercncss of tho re-
versce suffered by the Britidh in North Africe. In editoriels, es well
es in news pages, the shifting bettle for Libye is presented ss of
pinor consegquence, Apperently it ie not believed thet Egypt or the
Sucz Cenel is thresiened by the current Germen drive; but therc is
rerl diseppointuent aver the British feilure to destroy the sxis er-
mies under General Romumel.

Although # few opposition newsprpere scek to ueke cepitel of the
Hoberts report end dewsné further investigetion s to the ultiuete
responsibility for the "dereliction of duty" on the pert of the
Pecific couwrnders, the bulk of the press seeus to rogerd the wetter

ps r closed issue, Occesionel cditoriels insist thet Gencrel Short
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end Aduirel Kiunel be court-pertiesled; some of thm‘arr uotiveted by
e belief thet this procedure would euberress tl:;n Adpinietretion. Other
rditoriels ergue thet the feilure of these officers to deuend courts-
uertisl refleets ¢ consciousness of guilt on their pert. The prevell-
ing foeling secus to be that the whole mtinn:-h.urnl in some arssurec
the responeibility for the diesstrr end thet tl;a beet thet can now be
done is to profit from the lessons leerned froa 1t,
Hitler's Specch

The full text of Adolph Hitler's speech of Jenuery 30 to his
perty ueubers et the Sportepslest in Berlin, es received by the
Foreign Brosdcest lonitoring Servicr of the Federel Commmnicetions
Comuiesion, hee been enelyzed end compered with errlier Hitler
spceches, and perticulerly with the speech given on the same occesion
in 1941, One significent feeture, not generelly noted in the prees,
wes the considereble sttention given by Hitler to the thesis thet the
United Netions ere fighting, not Hitler, not the Netional Sccieliet
Perty, but the Geruen pecple themselves, Thie the.c hes not appaerud'
in eny of Hitler's other speeches for p nuuber of yerrs, slthough it
nes epprered with some freguency in Goebbel's speeches over the lest
few weeks. Apperently Hitler wishes to convince the G-vrﬁnn people
that they ere now inexorebly involved in the guilt of the Nazi perty
end cen expect no quarter frow the eneuy if they should chenge thelr
foru of Governaont..
Aliens

Public sempling discloses ¢ high degreer of gencrel ignorence end

fidods o PR TR




confusion reepecting the nsture rnd the oegnitude of the alien probleu
in the United Statos.

To begin with, there is a usrked tendency tn over-estizste the
ouuber of eliens in thie country. In snewer to the questinn "Would
you sey+*there ere neny sliens sround here who sre not loyel to the
United Stetee," 25 pcr cent of the seuple geve no npindon, the belencc
being nvt:;nljr divided between yes end no. The belief thet there rre
disloyel eliens in the vicinity is highest on the Wrat Coret end in
the Hidcle Atlentic Stetes, lowest in the South, Curicusly, distruat
of eliens is generelly grertest in the higher educetion epnd econcale
levels, Gernene ere the chief object of suspicion, Thirty per cent
of the totel seuple exprossed euspicion of Gernen elirns in their
neighborhood ee coupered with 10 prr cent who werr suspicious »f Itml-
iene end 9 per cent whe were suspicious of JTepenese, As is to be ox-
pected, distrust veries in sccorcence with the concentretion of eliens.
Suspicisn of Iteliene is strongest in the liiddle iAtlentic end NHew Eng-
lend Btates; suspieion of Geruens rceches & peek in the Eest end North
Contrel erce; suepicion of the Jepenese ie highest on the VWrst Coest.

The degree of nisuanderatending of the elien problen is prrhape
best illustreted by the feet thet sbout one-third of the sewuple, vhen
esked how eneuy sliens ought to be treeted, enswered "feport theu",
snother one-third fevored interning them, end the belence suggestod
keeping thei: under obeervetion; 11.5 pcr cent felt thetu the peneces
wes to vekc thew becoue eitizens. :

There hes becn extrnsive press couuent on the subject, perticu-

lerly regerding the Jepanesr, ®ditoriels, in generel, urge roeders



to pllow the Federsl puthoritice to henfle the situetion,

Civili fensc

Therc hes been ¢ sufden rencwel of press hostility towerd the
Office of Civilirn Defense. The rppointuente of lelvyn Dougles and
lir,yrie Cheney furnished the cccesion for e berrege of criticisu end
ridicule, both in ferture erticles end in editoriels. All of the
unrele sspects of defense now eppeer to be under fire. 4 fow shnte
heve been sinmed et the Office of Fects end Figures; .ore cen be
expected to follow,
Opinion on the Yar Effort

The letest Gellup poll sheds ecne light on the views of the
Aivericen people es tn themsgnitude of the wer effart required of
thew:, In response to the question, "Do you think the United Stetes
is doing #1l it cen towrrd winning the wert" 78 per cent of the
sruple answercd "yee", 17 per cent emswered "no®, 5 per cent indi-
ceted no opinion. This sttitude mey revrel e degree of ccuplecency
but it ie wore likely thet it is due tc feilure to comprehend the
gize of the jJob cenfronting.ue. .
Fool Bhorte es:

- @ome. triel questiche.rsked by Dr. Grllup indicrte » widespread
expectrtion of food shortrges furing 1942, OFf the eemple pollec,
71 per cent believe thet there will be # shortege of suger thle ycer;
29 per cent hold e contrery view. Fifty-twn por cent enticipete ¢
shortege of cernned goods; 69 per cont ¢ shortepe of eone kintas of
clothing.

If the public rreponses to intcrrviewers cen be trusted on such
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¢ subject, horrding hrs becn engrged in by only ¢ wvery sarll ainority
of the people, Only 10 prr cent rcknowledged thrt thry hed stocked

up on sugrr, 7 per cent thet they hed lsid in supplies of cenned

gooda.
Fil Foargot

Another CGellup triel question, not likely to uweke its sppesrence
in the public printe, sheds some light on the degree of public sstis-
fection rbout the present sduinistretion's confuct of the war progreu,
Dr. Gellup esked, "If Republicens had aore power in the Governacnt
fo you think war production would go rhead frster, or not rs fest?®

The resulte were es follows!

Fegter 10%
Would not meke any difference 50
ot #s fest : 20%
¥o opinion 20%

This survey covers ueterliele furnlshed by
The Office of Governuent Reports, The Public
Relrtione Burceu of The Wer Depertoent, speciel
Defense Unit of the Depertuent of Justice,
Foreign Broedcest Monitoring Service of The
Foderel Communicetions (hmalesion, Lebor Divi-
glon ~f W.P.B. onéd e nuuber of nther sgencles
public end privete,



February 18, 1942

My dear Miss Tully:

Mr. MacLeish has asked me to send to
you & copy of the latest Survey of Intelligence
Materials prepared for the Director of the Office
of Facts and Figures and the Committee on War
Information. You will find a copy enclosed herewith.

Sincerely yours,

Assistant Director
In Charge, Bureau of
Iptelligence

Miss Grace Tully,

Secretary

President of the United States 5
The White House

'lﬂhim, ch-
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SUMMARY REPORT

The seige and the fall of Singapore have
produced many references in th-'prirl to & long war,
Admissione that the war can be iult have also made
their appearance virtually for the firet time.

- News and editorial attention are now
focussed on Burma, India, Australia, New Zealand
and the Dutch East Indles.

Generally, the Phillipine campaign 18
being described in terms of herolsm and MacArthur's
qualities of leadership -- with eventual loss of
Bataan taken for granted.

The battle of the Atlantic has continued
in a secondary position in news and comment except
for the Chennel battle with German wershipe.

There has been less attentlion to the
Russian front and Libya and little notice was glven
to Franco's statement that Spanish troops would
help defend Germany agalnst Russia,'

L2

The publioc seems fully aware that rationing
of rubber and other commodities lies ahead but
unfortunately minor lttlntibnlill given to the Joint '

. statement by Messrs. Jones &and Nelson,




Bummary report
-2=-

L2 g

Editorial pages have been blaming Government
information policies for the alleged complacency of
the publie.

Nevertheless, while the public seeme fully
eware that some news is withheld, the need fur
reticence ie recognized by moet. There aleo eeems
to be full public realization that the war will
probably be long.

Perhaps the most serious need of publio
information is as to the nature of the effort
required -- the magnitude of the task --.the extent
to which men snd women are going to be needed in the.
all-out effort.

The urgent need for work and sacrifice
hee not yet been brought home, Information is lacking
on preoisely how all the people must and ocan participate.
It seems that lese than 26% of the people feel that
their jobs are directly conneoted with the war Irfort
and thet nearly 40% feel tﬁat their present work is
1ittle connected-or not connected st all. Many need
to be shown why their work is now really contiributing
directly to the war program,

Februsry 16, 1942
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Singapore

Singapore remained the fooal point of news interest throughout the
week. Japanese landings on the island were reported with growing alarm
and consternation; hyup;a.brﬁlmk. news stories reflected com-

plete loss of hope for -the British fortresa.
The realisation that Singapore may soon fall has been a profound
shook to editorial minds, It has wrested from them a host of exoited

admissions that the war ocan be lost.

The potential effects of the Japanese viotory are reoited in the
_press with frightened speoulation. While confidemce in our ultimate !
viotory remains high, & long and far more costly effort than originally
antioipated is now considered inevitable before the United Nations can
regain the valuable ground they have lately lost.

Axie shortwave broadoasts seek to play upon this editorial diemay. .
Those from Tokyo have for some time been representing the defenss of
S8ingapore as hopeless, oiting British and American n-lplplr reports as
acknowledgments of the impossibility of holding out. They refer to the
siege of Singapore as "the greatest battle of the century" and prediot -
that India, Australia and New Zealand will necessarily be withdrawn from
the British Empire.

Philippines
Accounts of General MacArthur's resistance on the Batasn Peninsula




«8n
umthuhnp&h;lﬁn;tunofmhwi-qrulrwu but they
hold out limthpﬁuthmmthmmM1mth¢
him. The fighting in this seotor, which rivaled Bingapore for attention
early in the week, later became subordinate,

Some newspapers have demanded the recall of Gemeral MaoArthur from
his post in the Philippines to be placed in supremescommand of the United
States Army, With the adoption of this theme by Wendell Willkie in his
recent speech, it may grow in nttlntit.u in the days ahead,

Japanese radio broadoasts have adopted a tone of great sympathy
for General MaoArthur, They keep asking solicitously why the President
of the United States does not send the Gemeral the assistance which he
8o badly needs; the dispatch of a ocntingent of j-ﬂunn foroes to Ire-
land is cited as a wanton disregard for the diffioulties faced by our
troops in Bataan. "In the name of fair play and chivalry," one Japanese
broadoast declared, "the Japanese nation demands that the United ‘States
give General MacArthur the reinforcements he needs, so he will be able
to wage a war that would be to his satisfaction, win or lose." Berlin
broadcasts echo this tactic of paying tribute to MacArthur and his
troops in an effort to embarrass the United States Government,

Burma

Fighting along the Salween River was regarded as second only to
the siege of Singapore in importance, With inoreased Japanese aotivity
there toward the end of the week, Burma came into the headlines promin-

ently.




Havy
 Moderate interest was displayed in reports that a chain of bases
had been established to New Zealand by the United States Navy. Comments
suggested that this acoomplishment gave further proof that the Navy still
has power. Appointment of Admiral Helfrich to sucoeed Admiral Hart in
the southwest Pacific command received general applause, along with
tributes to Hart's distinguished servioce.

Atlantio
Interest in the Battle of the Atlantic gave way o the concentration

of attention on the Pacifia.

Channel

Late in the week the escape of three German warshipe from Brest was
reported by both press and radio with the utmost drama. The escape was
held to represent a serious threat to the United States-British life line.
News stories reflected strong oritiocism of the RAF and dwelt heavily om
the anger and consternation of the British publie,

Russia

Throughout the week most newspapers gave the Russian front a single
oolum on their front pages, but interest in the news from this area has

plainly diminished.

Libym
The Libyan front was relegated to inside pages and treated as of

minor consequence.




Sosplacency

Editorial pages are full of acocusations that the Amerioan public is
complacent. And a mumber of newspapers now charge that the administration
has contributed to this alleged complacemoy by withholding bad news -=
although the sccent on sucoess permeating most news pages derives un~-
mistakably from F_,-_Pu owmn sugar-coating of Army and Navy commmiques. A
further complaint now commonly woloed in the press is that the Fresident
has failed to make use of the newspapers as a means of explaining to the
American public the nature and the magnitude of the difficulties con-
fronting them,

It is olear from a recent sampling of public opinion that a large
part of the American publio believes that news is being withheld from it.
Preliminary results of interviewing conduoted during the week of January 28
to February 4 show that 67,8 per cent of those questioned believe that
some important portion of the story about m.-_!.u. Harbor is still being held
baok, while 69,5 v._-n. cent feel that important news from the Philippines
remains undisclosed.

On the other hand, as indiocated through repetition of an earlier
poll question, an overwhelming majority of this sample continues to be-
lieve that the withholding of information is wholly justified. In assess-
ing the handling of news about Fearl Harbor, 60.4 per cent said "It would
be nice to know immediately what happened, but u..n._.- probably best that
the news was held back to keep from helping the enemy” and an additional




25.3 per cent said "We had no right at all to expeoct the story of our
losses at Pearl Harbor any sooner than we got it -- in most countries
we wouldn't get the real news at all,"

Interviewing also makes dublous the charge of popular complacency.
There is still a majority belief that the war will be of lomg duration --
43.4 per. oent of those asked to estimate how long it will last placed
their guesses botween 13 months and 3 years, Another 25,3 per cent
figured its duration would be more than § years, while only 14.2 per cemt
felt that the war will be ended in less than a ysar. Nineteen and ome-
tenth per cent frankly answered that they didn't lkmow.

Information

There are signs of some minor irritation over the operation of the
newspaper and radio codes of self-oemsorship. About ome-half of the
uau;nu:tl on the subject show approwval of the Government's information
policies, although there is, as usual, a tendemoy to critioisze the size
and oost of operating the n.u-liruu: governmental information agenoies,
The designation of the Office of Faots and Figures to the assignment
of olearing speeches by Government o.tﬂnhll received moderate endorse-
ment, along with some measure of caustic comment and skeptioism,

Rationing and Prices
Proliminary l‘lll.ll“t-l of interviewing afford some indications of
public opinion in regard to price control and rationing, A sample of
600 housewives was questiocned -- 200 wives of white ocollar workers, 200
wives of manual laborers and 200 farm wives. They were almost unanimous




(94 per oent) in saying that prices have gome up. Three-fifths of them
assert that prices have gone up vonsiderably. This feeling, while
strong in all three groups, was strongest in the manual labor group.
ﬁ-!-,__-—i_lﬁ.._h 1.) s

In a larger sample of the ml-_.ﬂ publioc, 81.1 per cent said that
prices had inoreased, 8,3 per cent said they had remained at about the
same level, while enly .6 per cent said they had gone down. Of those who
believed that prices had inoreased, 62 per oemt H-H,_... that they .E gone
up "quite a bit",

Among the housewives, 68 per cent of them expeot prices to go up
further during the next year; precisely the same percentage of the gen-

eral publio antiocipates rising prices in the near future.

Rubber

Interviewing showe decided majority acceptance of the need for
rationing of automobile tires. Of a sample interviewed, 76 per ocent
declared that rationing of automobile tires by E_W Government is
necessary, 1l per cent held it to be unnecessary, with the balance giving
a "don't imow" response.

This high degree of public approval of governmental oontrol over so
common an artiole of use is no doubt due to newspaper emphasis upon
the rubber shortage resulting from Japanese conguests in the Far East.

Gasoline

There is, however, no such public awaremess of the possibility that
the Eastern seaboard may scon confront a gasoline shortage as a result
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of tanker losses. Much less attention has been paid of late to the

Battle of the Atlantio. And the press so derided the oampaign for gaso-
line conservation undertaken some months ago that it may be diffioult
again to swaken in the public mind any real awareness that a gasoline
shortage exists. In response to a recent Gallup poll whioh asked, !
"Can you think-of any products whioh you regulerly use of whish there
will be a shortage within the next year," only 6 per cent named gaso-

line or oil.

Normandie

: The burning of the Normandie at its pier in New York harbor was
singled out by the press as an exemplification of governmental careless-
ness in the conduot of the war. All newspapers presented vivid and tragio
photographs of the gutted liner., Their news stories and editorial com-
ments were filled with speruli clons anent sabotage and mgousations of
negligence. The sabotage theory gains a slight degree of color from
Berlin broadoast boasts that "the Normandie fire was of incendiary origin."

Civilian Defense

Fress and radio Interest in Congressional attacks on the Office of
Civilian Defense was maintained throughout the week, although on a dimin-
ishing scale. B8tories were replets with terms such as "frills" and "fan
dancers”, highlighting oharges that appointments to high 0.C.D. positions
had been given to friends and protegees of Mrs. Roosevelt. Mayor LaGuardia's
resignation shared the headlines with Congressional acousations.

How greatly this barrage of editorial oritioism will disturb popular
confidence in oivilian defense organisations aannot now be determined, It
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is olear, however, from interviewing conducted a fortnight ago that publie
approval of oivilian defense had inoreased ocnsiderably., Forty per cent I
of those questioned deolared that oivilian defense was being run very well
in their communities, An additional 21,8 per oent asserted that it was
being run fairly well, while only 7 per cent complained that it was being
poorly managed. But 31.4 per cent were unable to give any answer on this
sub jeot. :

If, as Walter Lippmann insists, morale is a product of participation
in the national effort, it is evident that the morale of a large minority
of the public rests on insecure foundations. The preliminary results of
our most recent poll indicate that only 23.1 per ocent of the people feel
that thelr jobs are direotly connected with the war effort. An additional
4.4 per oent believe that there is at least an indireot connection be-
tween what they do and the national program. But 13 per cent are con-
vinoed that thelr work has very little if any conneoction, and 24.4 per
cent think their jobs have no oomneotion at all, with the war effort.

Only 30.3 per cent of the public answered affirmatively to the ques-
tion, "Is there any sort of volunteer war activity you would like to do,
and would have time %o do, but are not doing? And only 9.3 per cent
answered m;.ltinly when they were asked if there were adequate oppor-
tunities in their neighborhoods for people who wanted to get into some

sort of civilian defense work,

Diplomaocy
Press and radio highlighted rumors of an impending break in relations

between the United States and Vichy. Most of them gave prominemce to
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British charges that supplies had gone to Gemeral Rommel through Vichy
connivance. Keen interest was also shown in the possibility of further

Frenoh collaboration ‘l:l.‘lih the Japanese in the Far East.

Admiral Standley's appointment to Russia was treated as extremely
significant,

Front page attention was given to the President's press sonference
outlining strategy on the war -- the holding of strategic points until

suffiocient strength can be amassed to orush the enemy. Seocondary at-
tention was paid to his request for a 5% billion dollar Lend Lease fumd.

G;lnﬁr-niml Pensicns

The press is busily promoting, through derisive publicity, the cam-
palgn initiated in the northwest to send bundles to Congressmen., Edi-
torlally, the newspapers have vigorously deplored the actlon of Congress
which granted pensions to ite members, asserting that it can have only
the most unfortunate effects upon public morale at this time. In certain
areas, the Treasury Department has already nn'taod a refusal to purchase
defense savings bonda for the specifioc reason that the money might be
employed for the retirement of needy Congressmen. Quick repeal of the
pension law is urged -- and commonly prediocted. FPress and radio featured
the President's oblique observations on the subjeot.

This survey covers materials furnished
by The Office of Government Reports, The Publioc
Relations Bureau of The War Department, special
Defense Unit of the Department of Justiocs,
Foreign Broadoast Monitoring Service of The
Federal Commmioations Commission, Labor Divi-

sion of W.P.B. and a number of other agencies
public and private,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 7, 1942.

HEMORANDUM FOR
ARCHIE MacLEIBH:

I am told there are more than
24 former members of the German Reichstag
now living in the United States somewhere.
Would you look intc this? Such
& group might be assembled to make a very
good publicity story.

FeDusRe



OFFICE OF FACTS AND FIGURES gy f;..
WASHINGTON | ‘:% g.*%
s @
B Nay 26, 1942

Dear Mr. President:

I wrote you a little while ago about one of our recent
informa

Intelligence Surveys which contains
find particularly interesting. The more I think about it, the more I

American people. It is a heartening thing for any man to know that
the best thoughte he thinks are sghared by many others. I am wonder-
ing, therefore, whether, when next you have occasion to mention the
rmmtmxmunhm}mmmmummm-
the revolutionary fact that a tremendous majority of the American
people believe that these goals can be achieved and should be achieved.

Specifically, the result of our polling, and of &
number of other polls in the same general area which we examined, comes

to this:

! Less than one person in ten now wants to follow an
igolationist policy in the post—war world. Eight persons in tem are
prepared to take a full and active ghare in some kind of world organi-
zation. The Four Freedoms, as you have stated them, have a powerful
and genuine appeal to seven persons in ten, while ancther twenty
percent favor some, but not all of them. (Thie last group needs to
be shown how the freedoms depend on each other.)

Thus the American people show themselves idealiptically
in favor of guaranteeing freedom of speech and religion all over the
world, of maintaining a world police forece to guarantee against
future wars, of helping to secure better working and living conditioms
for people all over the world, and guaranteeing that all nations get
a fair ghare of raw materials. FPurthermore, four out of five people
believe that this country should and will help to feed the hungry
peoples of the world after the war is ended.

The same survey, however, reported another situation
which is closely related and which is also extremely interesting. The
same people who express these ldeals and believe in these promises of
a better world have their privete misgivings. Seven ocut of tem expect




to be personally wotse off after the war. Six out of ten expect
lower wages. Three~quarters expect there will be fewer jobe. This
feeling that even the winning of the war may bring economic disaster
presents a storm warning. It has been, and ean increasingly be,
fostered consclously by the divisioniste; unconseiously by many
others. But the fact that those who hold the doubte hold also to the
ideals peems to me to present a golden opportunity. No divisionist
can divide the American people cnce they become convinced that their
ideals are practical, that they can be attained, that a better world
of which we have always dreamed will be ours for the making, when
we win,

In other words, a full knowledge of what we are fight-
ing for, coupled with assurance that we can win our goals, can be a
positive weapon in winning the war. And this, I submit, is the
key to unity in fighting this war - the keynote of our ideoclogical
offensive.

Mways,
Faithfully yours,
Archibald MacLeigh
The Director .
The President

The White House :
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THE DIRECTOR

May 2&.1552

" Der Mr. President:

You will perhaps remember my writing you that I should be
grateful for an opportunity to talk to you about my elimination as
Director of the Office of Facte and Figures when the reorganization
goes through. I lmow something of the demands on your time and I
quite understand why it is impossible to arrange appointmente for
matters of this kind. It-hinkpurhaplImwmtIhntow
by letter. I am anxious that you should know my position, for what-
ever it may be worth, before mction is taken.

What it comes down to is this - that, in my opinion, my
function as Director of the Office of Facts and Flgures will have
come to its rightful end when the reorganization goes through. I
am agsuming that the reorganization of the information services will
go through, because I see no escape from that necessity.

The reasons for the opinion I state are these:

Upon any reorganization my present job as Chairman of the
Committee on War Informetion and director of over-all policy on
domestic information should be moved to the office of Director Gen-
eral. What is left will be a straight managerial job requiring
technical kmowledge of the press, movies, radio, etec. ete., and, as
you know, I am clearly not the man for that job. Thie is not false
modesty. I think I can administer an organization as well as the
next man, as to which I am ready to put in evidence, as the lawyers
say, the administration of the Library of Congress as well as that
of the Office of Facts and Figures. But I have never had technical
experience in press, movies, radio, etc. etc., and a straight mana-
gerial job, in any case, is not a job for me.

If by any chance the information services are not to be
put together shortly, the job as director of domestic information
policy and Chairman of the Committee on War Information will become



impossible for anyone. Without authority to do the whole job, no
part of the job can be done effectively. Different agencies will
go on telling the American®people conflicting stories. Nelson
Rockefeller will continue to play down in South America information
about the Nazie that Bob Sherwood and I are emphasizing here and

in Europe. And the bells will shortly be so badly out of tune that
no one in the information services will be able to hear himself
think. You will, I am sure, agree that one cannot run a domestic
information policy under war eonditions with peacetime powers.

I do not need to tell you again that all I have belongs
to the prosecution of this war and is for your utilization in what-
ever way I can be of. service and do & job. The attacks on me in the
Hearst-MecCormick-Patterson press, following my indietment of these
people before the Associated Press, make me more,rather than less ,
confident that there may still be ways in which, in my capacity as
Librarian of Congrees, I can be usged.

Faithfully yours,

B sl
Archibald MacLeish

The President
The White House
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