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L&OH I ISi IC&MON 
, ,......,. 

T01 The Prelident 

FROll: Leon Henderson 

Politics has reared at least the ugly part of its head 

(vide Josh Lee) and I need to see you quickl.y, for a few minutes , 

to tell you how I am handling the situation and being helpful. 

(I've talked this over with Harry). 

Baruch and I have steadfastly agreed that I should use 

"coimitteea of neighbors• in our price and rationing work. We 

are doing this on tire, auto , sugar and gasoline rationing, and 

expect to do so with retail prices • 

• You asked that state and local defense councils be set 

up. OPA found theae ready-de for our work, and the state 

governors seemed delighted to have a sense of pe.rticipation in 

the wer effort, which we8 your wish in setting up the state and 

local defense councils. Frank Bane has been running this for me 

and I've been pleased. Some of these benighted states have chosen 

Rep11blican gc .... rnors and some have even ae,leoted Democratic 

governors who dieagree with the Democrats in Congress. Some of 

these members of Co11greaa, like Cbffey, went to control or dictate 
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-:r atate pereonnel. I cen•t perait thia, but deapite th• Price 

Control Law prorteion that •no political tHt or qual.itication •hall 

be perm.itted or gi'ftn conaideration, • u.ny pereone reco11111ended by 

Senatore and Conl1l'9•-n haft obtained poaitione with OPA through 

recommendatione trom th... I intend to eee that no one ot cape.city 

ie bu-red from coneiderati on juet becauee he is re~nded by a 

member ot Congre'ee. 

OPA tac•e a nation-wide control ot rents, prices and ration-

ing reaching down into every countf. I have discussed a Federal 

organization with Harold SID.1th end be bas tentatively approved an 

OPA regional ottice set-up, with a state OPA director in each state, 

and with the continuance of the local boards as price and rationing 

boards. All the working statf will be Feders.l employess subject to 

OPA control. However, in order to make uee of t he well organized 

state defense councils and to tap the state organization resources, 

I have asked each governor end b.is state council of national defense 

to auggeat a panel f'roa which I would pick the state director. These 

n&llSS are coming in well. It ill a necee&ity of the b.igbest order 

that this lllAll be a person respected 'tlY" the business community and one 

in whom the people have confidence. ll'e are using the state school 

system& for auger and gaeoline ration.ing reghtrat.ion. \'le are using 

the state motor nhicle registration bureaus. In SOlll8 cases the etate 

police are our deliwey bo;ye for inetructions. Aa tU:e goee on we 

will need to utilize many other etate outfit• and have their enthuei-

aetic help in securing co1111111nity compliance with our orders . 

Nothing could ruin our etfort ao eaeily as to have OPA become 

politi cal., and to ba'ft the public fHl that a right political connec­

tion could pt favors on rents, pricH and rations. J.~ 



. .. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

•1 20, 1942. 

nm•••wa roB 
BO•. I.. HDll!ill8QI 

Once upcm a U.. I tound lhat 
t.be State Bldlwv Departamt 1D 
up..Sta te In -York bad about 95~ 
ot Bepubl.1caa -.J.oy .. • u ap1Alt 
5~ or Dewra tic -.ploy.... I .. l.aid dam the rul.e tb.at wht le t.M 
state M-1nJ,atratica waa Dtz>eratic 
• ter •, I 414 aot aak that the 
proportiau be rnel"Hd. I 
reoops •ecl tba t up-State 1 .. York 
~ •• aboat ~ Bepublioaa to 4°" 
D >0nt1c.. I iaaiated tbai 
h1pwq employm1nt be de ~ 
Bepubl iaa and 4°" llmoorat.1o • 

... .,. ••141 

F. D. B. 

• 

Memo from Ed Flynn 5/9/42 r e way in which OPA State Directors a r e bei ng s elected • 
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!be .... !Mn 

OfFICl 01 l'RICl AlllnllntATICll 
WMHINlllON, D. C. 

!be 9"to ..... 

DilaJ' llr, JlrHidmtt 

I llaft deteniMd te .U s:r 1 m·oU. •itll av-t owplotoq, I Uop1T ... t.ro \bat no otton be _.. te abanp 
tlli• •~ ci.oioioa, wlliob u 41•'-W tv M&lt.h ~t, pollUul liabUJ.tioo, ud a-' llappr ud •pp&C>J*i&M U.U--· 

llow"Nr, hbnarJ' 15, 194), d t.ho latoot, aiPt sift • a obuoo te o1- wp Mftnl atter• *1ob an peoallar}T Ue4 to ..... ~ ai.o pnn.i. t.nuit.ia u... 
I baft bad tbno Jo'llll - (1) Prioo &Dd l!Mlt AdaillioU&tor, (2 ) •tt ... '•1 •de1D'8U&w, &Dd (J) Dtnow ot Ci't'il1.ul ~ ta 111'1. 

wuw•• lllPPLI 
i.ot .U I ro•'11Sod ao ~ ot C1T111aa 9llpplT ....... t.ho ro-t foo4 ud 1\tal ODOl&Uft or4on w.bD toptuzo wit.h t.ho lll&bber ordei, bad clHv.,.d t.ho -oopt ot oi't'il1.ul RpplT, 1lllHr ... Drl dUMU., ao I Md m.1ata1Mcl it tor a J9mZ' ucl a llal.t. Utor I talbcl wit.h JW allollt a1T111aa Rppl7 - .U. qo, I -t. 'lllek &Del llo!IH t.ho clollar-a- JMJ' _, 'llllt, ao in t.ho -ot t.ho diopeniAle ot nt'on'•I roopouibilltJ', I -U .. t nni.,. .,_ orp•'•tion aclTioan. I loft Don a roo' iiiia, loo •111er, &Del a pocl natt ot .,_ ld.-l ot peeple. 

'IIQP •• ,,., .... 
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t&llc to 71111& a\ l-b ~. I c11r11ud. I .iieft IM will HM)I\ ~ etta lt 71111& fa_. U, ull I wp :rw M to to. I ..U.ft IS-, .,. 11 .-14 appo"N. rr-u.. bon _. lep8l&Uam, *Ue _.•Un •Wt, ~ ...s n.14, .-u. ...s reapen 1a1a. rr-u.. woal4 be awU•!t'• to tab • all - '°P QPA •\Mn u e..Ur Depa\7 ud, lt 1W ........ , to Mb - u '='nhtra\a wbea I 10 - hlinu7 l,\11. 

!1119 -14 .... - hM• 

(l) r. alla po11iUft nplie• to Jl:rrd, fJ'diap, IM4 ot l'"M•, ,._.n ull WooU, t!t.e 119pab.U-, U.. tan !tloo, ud uq o~ a\taoll9n, wt.tit 1111rHtn.1Mcl Tipr Ujl ri\lloll\ JeoJIU'd7 to OPA'• f'lltur.. I 

(2) To oa.plete a •1apl.itioatioa of ret.ail prioiq, al..rNq .. u al.oq. 

(3) To ride llercl OD fllel oil .. \10D'•r ud .U..p raUODinr. 
(4) To coaplete pl.au tor _, ud OUUMd tooda rationiD( w!Uoll .... oritioallT ieportult. 

(') To pu• OD to 11-T J17rne• and J'NntiH 11bat nwr thia rr-t pair ITi&'lt -.nt troa ... 

Iba.,. a .... _tile pride in the prioe ud rut CODtrol noord and \II• oapaoit.T &Dd the integrit.7 ot the •tall I be:n 'bllllt, OP.l' • top •Wt an 100 perout aoo.e ... lt and le• Deal, w!Uah aumot be aid of u:r other -.r--U.. ...-q, -P' ... 
!lent. ba... lieu ftdllOed in ~ O; tn1 tiH u4 ata'bUise4 in all otMH. llm!-9 tor the whole ooutrT i. ... ,.... don l .Sj. 
In th• ' t ir'at 7MJ' ot th• war, the whole.ale price index wut. llp aaJ.s 6 point.. !be Prioe O.VOl La• .... dped J&na1'7 )0, 1942. Sino• that U.. the index ba• 10M 11p tut. z poiDt.., and aoae part ot that. two-point riN ot oour•• ._. in tile tan _.,.s1t.iN •llioll I COGl4 net nap. 

• ti.z.ed re\&U or ocu-r prioH M&T 1.8. SiAoe that ti­the oon ot l1"1Jlc bu ,.... 1IP bat l peromt a -th u4 - ot that. rbw, nnl\inr ~a parit7 llaitatiOD• &Dd - axo1M taaa, •• --t.rolla'llla. 

,., P''''TT••• rm mpt got. m PBICI rtllCTIOI pAm;,p mg P my••p. 

IWQIIIQ 
la"•1•r u 91.tal to the war at."-• to intenati-1 aid, to 1944, u4 to po11t-war. At pre_t, rat1•'•r ot mpr, o.n .. , Urea, .. '-'bl.le•, •MH• 1n the .. t, µootenift toe\1 ar, u4 \JIJiiiHi'-n ia IDiac wll. r.J. all u4 •u-ide anMp rwt.ioa­inr, I precliot, rill llbort.17 ba.,. the - oiU.. .-P'&aM. 

-----
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•uuvw, tM ,...r '41 U.1.de ca tlature nt.1•'81 u 1aaecl1'1117 •• ... llP '9oaue ot re.at. eDcnat.ift orda8 Cll'MU., 
I Ht.7 88U'9. 

I - prepue4 '41 -.. U.t. -vol of nU•'•I ll'n14 -- - ll- '° uii- ....... llOt. ..., 1w au. -1 .u.n. 1a tlae leH1"1t. aiMJ tllat. • rat.lea'•• Jell ..U 4w will P"O'" a pollu.al ••Mt. ud aot. a budloap ill the -th• to -· 

llPt. -· 'llen•M of th•iz -u.,.. arden, u Bat.lcn-1111 .ldwlaUt.raWI' I - •bJeot. t.o 4inot.ift• h'm llla•iwul on t.ft¥portat.ioa, letten OD l"llbber, Iokee on oil, 111olau'd oa 'tood ... t.utll••· lei.ca -~ •lN, with "pollOJ" to be wade b7 1171"1le1 . .lll, too, without the lll.1pt.11t ret erenoe Mob to th• otherl. 

OPA, •illOI lt. 18 the ~ 41.rect. -t.act. with peopla, t.aba the rap tor theiz delaTI, a1.8oalaulat.1- ot npp}T, ora•T que1t10llllaire1, pollJ)OUI Uld ooatliatillc 1t.ate.nt1. !bil oumot Co Oil. 

At pnMnt, I baft 0lll7 ti.. adwinilt.rat1'"' re1ponlibllit7 t or rati oa!nc, wbiah I 4ilcbarp ~ the Ol'A ~ and tilld orpn1•tioll bGt a1lllT t.11roq11 "°° •-ttW.1 ot uipbon•, all ftl.uat.een, ad lit.arall.:r bundred8 ot Uu--•wl1 ot 1peo1al ftlunt.Mn. !ban are ftl•• in theM 4-oontic boarde whiob _.t be pl"eHnM. 

llith tbl er•--t ot ~ 7-pobt anti- 1.ntlatioa P'OCftB ill April ot thil JM1'. it. Hlad Hidut tbat. 'IPB, whiah bad th• JICllMZ' ot rat.iaaJ.ac, wvuld not. be tile •pproprilt.I apnq tor ..... , a uu-1 pollq Oil ntloe1n1. Batlla, - t7JJ9 ot orpaiatia -.. illdioat.d whiab -U deal. witll t.u.1, oa't'iAp, ored!t., llUblid.iH, ud. prioe pol1oi11. r or thi.8 reaeon, I kept rat.Soe' • c oe a •obanioal, orpa1uu-1, Uld ~ ba1il, aaiU., th• proper UM tor -.!d.eratioe ot an all- illcluaift poliq. 

I baft .... 1deu OD ratiooS• c ~ti, wliiab I baft Mt d.om 1w an attached. ~- 90 t.bat. JOU OU d.ilt.rilmt.1 it withoat. illol114111c th18 per•-1 not.I . hoa OODftrMtiOU with llJl"lle•, I !mow tbat hil propooale will Miiii with SI ideu. 

a- JOU deaide to orpaiH the ratl•Snc t'llllotion will depend, I napeat, on 7flQr d.elirH u to tu\are aquiutiaa ot ..r tlllaotiou. !lie \r-4 ot reoent orci-1 - to iad.ioat.e a 'IPR obarced. ~ wi\la prodao'U.OD of -.I' ,..., with Mpu'&t.I I tlllV OWU'I u 1w tood. ud. tllel ud.' alTil •tt.ln pnarallT under pid.anoe ot Jl1rne•· '!be t ormt1e111 ot - oftr...U apaoT - iu-pabl.e to •• 



-4-

Jllrl'M•.., I qree t.lat, h11;1 'at ot i\9 orpabaU• looaUOD, raUOlliq •IMlllld baft alarpd, .S.tiaiUft •Utu and 
'be dinoW bT a wll>- n -· 

Labor 11u a ll1c •\ab ta 9qUtable rau.w.,. I adTiM 
tlaat tile top n\'•'•1 m1111Uft •- 'be a ,__ aOMp\able to 
labor, with - top admiab\n\1119 appointMDw oomiq clino\J.T 
fro. tile l"aDlcll et labor. I _,, .. , ~ tollclriac -• •• "7Pe•1 Qw.rU. PoletU, Zia PattOD, l'P1e1a 111l.ler, ha Kliot, 'ha lllrraT U.. NMiftl' t• I.R.T. in ... York Ci\7, n:-Go'IVDCIZ' Yau 11aa-r • ot lliobipn, Zoe OaMJ', laT w.cnacti, I.;rndoa lob•-, PrHiclet 
117b\n of 'IUoODdD • 

..,_ CloJ' or ll11o JIWldN • tr. .,._ om sroap, -11 • -u tor top mn. So -11 a.ru. Pai.tu. 

'PIJIMOI DD BIS !lM 

l>itt-t tiae• require dittC'ellt tn-• ot -· I hope I haft been hit.eel to tbe battllq tonatJ.ft pariod. I -
.S.C~ not a4Jutable to tbe ~ta ot tho tlltun H i t 
DOW bo1in9 to diMl.OH ita Olltli.llHo • 

Yoar -' loftble -kM•• ia Riel to be l.oJ'altJ' to and ooatiDunoo in Mrrtoe ot 70ur tolka long after tho7 ahould haft departed. 

tho atab• Bl"O 110 ti nc1oiw that I oould not l:'Ull tbe 
rUb ot .,._ attootioa tor•• nu it I"" Jlb7aical.l;r able to 
So OD, ftioh I - not. 

AAe1n1•tz.atoJ" 

'.I • 



DeoMber U, 1942 

mzemw 

TOI Th• Prelidmt 

1. lleoaUH or th• critical illport&noe ot aor• •=rtl.iate things, relatiT•lT little attentico bu been ginn to tll• probl.a or onrall policy and organization tor rationing. Intellicrnt and er­reotin rat1on1ng , however, it extrmrel1 illportant . It touchH "9?7' a1ngle 1n41Tidual in the OOlllltrT in an axt~lT personal and intiaate ny - it 1a one or the r .. instances in which indiTiduala in all in­ooae groups deal d1reotl1 wit.II their Federal GoverDUDt. It ii parti­oula.rl1 iapo.rt&Dt to labor and oo-on people genera~, Hpeoially now with the lbarplT decrea11ng TOlme ot oiTilian cooda. To auiy it will 
U&ll th• ditteranoe between etteotiTe aiD1mua requir .. enta and acute priTation. It 1s the 1tutt fro. wbicb aorale and 11ational unity 1a aade. 

It ha1, aoreonr, a direct bearing CD the aao1111t ot •teriel we can produce tor war and on th• aaount ot foods and other coods .,. can dinrt to our alliH - aor• etteotin distribation ~• •• can get along rlth i.11 at ba111 and still be hapP1 at aendillg cnat quant1ti11 abroad. 

2. There llWlt be a 11Dglr raticoiDC authorit1. llDt aa a result of rwcent heOUtiTe Orders we nOW haft lix &19DCiH iJI tbe field •k•ng raticoiDc poller. Jetter• ii re9po11aible tor rubber1 Iokea tor 0111 r.ataan transportation; lliokard tor food and clotbingJ llPB bandlH thr rHt, and BJrn•• baa a ceneral polier-ealdng and arbitrat1ng responaibillt1. Wiclcard u4 Ickes &110 b&Te 11<me turtber reaponsibillt, tor raticoiDC technique. Pre-bly tbia trend will be continued in subsequent Order•. 

OP1 prHen~ baa no r11pouibilitT wbatenr tor poller and o~ a partial rHponlibillty tor adatnhtration. It baa to take policy hall Six acenoiee, and llWlt pall and ba'lll CD r&t1CD1ng plans until all objecticma are aet. th!• take• tiaeJ and th• rea'llltiac ooaprOll11H are rar•lT ... u.taotory. 

Sino• OPA 1a tba only agency that aotuallT dMl.a rltb th• public, it -t bear t.h• brunt ot oritioi• ta the polioiee and 1D­aotioa ot othar•. It 1• u a ...,.it or the dieorpzdsatico 1D ratico­ing that pablio support ot price control and rent coatrol - wbiob are t h• nol11.11Te 1tatutory ra•ponli'bilitT ot OP1 and which are • orkinc Hll = ie W&T•rinc• 

• 
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!bere an otlln' 4ittioalt1N. lo - ac-OJ - llaa 
a'IRberlt)- to tonalat. &Dd pat iAto ottoot a OHJ'dinaW ,ntiontn1 
FOP'U - llO - O&ll UO NtioniAs iAt.l.µcmt.JT U &II OOODCl'liO 00"­
tZ'Ol ntbor tban u u wrs-07 '91!relhirt to t't014 tllo _.,t iapaot 
ot ~ aziatiAI Uiortap1. lloreo1v, oontllote are bomid to 
.. ftlop -s tbo IOftftl CM.re ud witb tbo •dw1nbtrat1ft.-i07• 
•Pollc i .. • oomd iA Uloor7 an ott.oD llOt •de'n"tratinq t••lblo 
mm tllo J ob -t bo daDO b.r t.bauanda or °"' llOJ'bd T01mtoor1. .14-
a1alotrat1on &Dd poll07 - not bo IO abarpl;r di'fidod. 

3. Jut •bat llbould be done o'llf1oul,T dopendo on tllturo 
plane tor t.he aoblllaation &Dd contZ'Ol ot tho cirlllu OOOllOIT• 'lbat­
onr b dono, llonnr, ntionin& poll07 •lr1n1 iilit bo pulled topthor. 
In Ti.ow ot tho rank and pol1Uon ot tlloH ~ cbarsod with ntiOD­
iAI roeponeibilltioa, the oal,T ~ 1 1 1 1etol,T a....U.blo to do 
thb Job b Diroe\or ~. Th• additional autllorit)- whicb ho WGuld 
need - baaed upon -tba ot uporionco with rationins - 1AI eot torth 
in a euppl-.it to tbb •norandU11. 

. 4. Tl\e l\•xt que1tion 1a whether OP.l abould continue to 
handle the ·ed•1n1etrat1n aepecta ot rationin1 or whether tbia taek 
ebould be dbarcod troa OP.l and giYWn to 1oao otbor apno:y. It can 
be d9110 e1 tbor _,.. 

through OP.A. It eeeu clear that adllinistratioo 1a a Job 
tor a oin1l• apnc;y. S600 Local Board• cannot roceift diroctione 
trOll more than on• eource, and duplicate nationwide orp.nisation• 
to handle each rat1on1n1 procraa- could not be Jwstitied. Probabl,T 
i t 1">uld be ouior it 1cm1n11trat1on woro lott with QPA. It ii a 
10inl 0«1oorn, ud important n.ow prolftU an '•'neat. But ncb 
an arran.pllOllt could oal,T lllCoood it BJrno• bad nttici•t coat1d.•c• 
in tllo bead ot OP.l to - him •• a poli07 ad'fioor &Dd u oiltut. 
8- practical CODDOCtion -t bo -4o bot.em poli07 ud 1de1nS-
1V.tMia. For BJrno• to ••t. up u indopcm 1•t otatt to rn1ow pol107 ' 
ud propoeod roplatiou woulcl - oal,T aoro triction &Dd del&T. 

Dmmsb a m amcz. .lnotbor po111blliq would bo to p1>t 
rationing 1d•1nhtratMlll iA a m ratioa1.n1 autlloriey, tho boad ot 
wbioh 1IVuld bo rNpculhlo to J17naH. OP.l woul.4 tba tranator ito 
rationiAs 1tatt iA 1IUhiqtGa &Dd iA tllo tiol.4, u wll u tlM S600 
Looal loardl, to t11o - alltboriv. na ~ tMr"O an onr 1000 
peopl.o 1IOrkiAI m rat1m1A11 1a oar 58 It.to &Dd lliltriot otti- abnt 
6000 peopl.o. 'JMro an abollt 26,000 J1!i4 cl.orb wortiJ1c tw Ulo Looal 
Boardo u wwll u abnt 60 to lOO tboaN.D4 tall t1M ftlmtoon. Thia 
Hftrano• would bo dittioul.t, bv.t '-1 no M!D.8 impoooiblo. It ou bo 
don•. 



- 3 -

S. Print.inc and ~tin -c-t MT - lib 
IMll poiJlt.a, llllt. tbeT &reD 1t. ill prilltiq m6t. DOW 10 t.hroup 
th• GoH~t Priatiq Ottioe whiob Jut. 1m •t bi& 1111oe1P or 1ood 
_,,. to MMle t.he Job. Ina thovp GfO mbcont.raot.11 a lot ot t.Ae 
work, t.oo a.n;r UlillC• 10 wraas and the 1ooda area•t delinred on 
tiM. QnlT tbe rati0111a& authoritT oaa appreciate th• irritated 
rw.ctioa ot a -mitT whiob bu clo•ed dowa it. scbool..I and en­
lleted lmlldrwda ot Tol-teera tor aa alreadT mpopqlar rat1on'a1 procraa, ~ to tilld that it.a et'fort.e nr• truitleu be- a 
critical r- which oOl1l.d baT• been prillted 1-117 bu aot been 
deliTered on tiM. llhatenr tba apaq, it .. t baTe authorit7 to 
set quaatit7 prilltia& doae 1D tbe field. 

SecondlT, OPJ. u nil u the ortioe ot Eooaollio stabili­
aation are under 01!11. Thia .ans that Central Adllinistratin Sel'Yioee 
(CAS) control.a a irubetantial part ot tba field •d•lnietration. Bat1011-
1a& 1e bi& "'1ough to bend le i te own houaekeeping - and 1m11t handle 
it 1t the Job is to get done. Volunteer• Just don•t undarstand th• 
ordiJlary d•la7B and appanat iaettici1111ciH that a paid atatt llight 
icnore. Onl7 the rationinc authoritT 1e criticailT aware ot tJle 
need• and pqcboJ.oa ot tlleee ...olmlteera, and only the rationinc 
aut.horit7 rill gin to th• boueekffpia& tunction the neOHllUT 
driTe and eapbaaia that tar uoeeda the usual standard• ~ •d•Sni s­
tratin manaa-nt 1D eonn:i-nt. 

6. It ie poedble and it MT be desirable to OC11111olidata 
tba Ottice ot CiTiliaa BQpp17 with OPJ., or with the n .. ratimin1 
autboritT. Die ll:x.outiY• Ordft' ot April ll, 19411 (whiob -ted tJle 
attic• ot Price M•'nhtratim and CiYilian Supp17 - OP.ACS) tiret 
identitiec! tba tunotion ot CiYilian SQppl7 and atteapted to diat1nguieh 
betwHn ll1lltar)" and ciYilian functions 1a a nr econ01117. PereOD&l.1t7 
iHUH aad the ca.prold.lee wbioh led to SPAB oaueed th• enerance. 
Recent lllaouti,... Orders ban rurtber diepereac! tba autborit,y. U it 
1a now thoalht dedrable to baY9 a •ia&l..I apaq .. ._ reeponB1bWt7 
tor oiYiliaa nltare tbe OCDoept ot OPACS llight be rwrlnd. Thie ot 
ooun• ra1Me orpni•t.icnal. problne oompan.ble to tbOH which exist 
1a th• CODl'OlM•tion ct t.ha rationinc pol107 mlr1n1 avthorit.7. Judleee 
to u:r t.ha ratton'a1 ac•CT 1e deepl7 -med wit.II probl.ns ot oiYilian 
llUPP17• U tba WO tuncUolUI were oloeel7 •ehed, both wwld profit "' 
th• arraag-t. 
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D#lt."TIVBLI TO OOITROL RATIC.IIG POLICY DIBECTOR BYJUIF.8 SHOULD 
. BB DBLllllil'J:D Tim P'OLLOWillG ADTllORITI BI EDCUrtft 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(•) 

(f) 

OJUllR 

• 
The power to ration contained in tbe Seoond 'liar Power• 
.lot, Tbie would not datraot froa .powera a1r•dy netad 
1n other adaini1tratora, but would be an independent 
grant of authority without reference to any particular 
eo:uodi t7. 

The power to renew rationing propoeal11 initiated by 
other ageociea. He would coordinah tb-, and paea on 
the •tter of tiaiog. Too .n:y programs coalng out at 
one ti.a• will deatroy the Local Boards, and we can't. 
got along without th-. 
The power to initiate rationing programs. 

Tho power to issue Li.aitttioo Orders (L-Orders) , which 
is now tbe exeluai ve pe~gathe of l!PB. Thia is 1.aport­
ant becauae rationing programs take time to put into 
effect. It a run atarta during the period ot preparation, 
precious atoeka are loat. A Lillitation Order preventa 
the ID&Dufacturer or di•tributor troa selling the retail­
er aore than a certain percentage ot noraal. . In th11 
n:r atooka are conserved during the interia period. 
Thia ie a neoeeaary coapl. ... nt or the rationing power 
1tee1t. It a,rnea ia to have authority to ·Wtiate 
rat1on1Ac prograaa, he auat also ban power to aafe­
guard the supply. 

The exclUllive power over publicity. il.l pµblic1t7 OD mtion-
1ng polioy aUllt COM troe a aingle llOUl'oe,' Contlicti.ng 
stat-ta on rationing troe the Caare, or their subordinates, 
can no lODger be tolerated. Such etat.aent_!I 11U11t co:ze ex­
clusi valy e1 ther froe a,rnea or the ageoo:y tba t &dainilters 
the prograa. Control ot publicity 1e alaoat ot the •Hence. 

The power to get in!ol'll&tion not only troe other govern­
aent agenciH (eapeoially Civilian Supply}, but fro:ll 
industry and the public directly. otherrlee ha oouldn 1t 
dahraine th• naoa1ait7 tor rationing or tb• t••ibility 
ot the plan , 
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