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THE WHITE H OUSE 

W AIJHINCiTON 

Maroh 4 , 1941 

MElJORANDUM FOR THE PRESI DENI' 

Sever al days ago General Hines dropped 

in to see me , He had an i dea about preparing 

for any Congressional investigations of t he 

National Defense Program. You know, he had 

an active part in the World War investigation 

of the War Department . 

At my suggestion , he prepared the 

attached confidential memorandum. 
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iW"Gh 4-, 19.U 

U the Jl•t.1on&l 0.fto.N Prop:u pro.,-.1H• " ou upMt tbat botb li0\l.9t• ot Conv••• either tArwF t.b1i,r regu.l..ar Co-.1.tt.MI or t.l\r-ou.gh S.Uot ComJ.tt.M1 tt11l lr\quJ.re illt.o tbt '*°'O&l'tll beinC Ndt Ln regard to Nation&l Oe!CLH and tht G&m\el' of a;peodJ.c.1 ~ 1A c.onneoti.oo ~U&. 

At Ulie U.. it 1fOUld a~ar to be in the J.dmJAi•trat.1.on' • ill­t...J:-eet ta b,aq th• m.nner and Mt.bod of pro1onttn1 1nlorae.tion to th••• Oom:aittff1 •o:-ked out in ad:nr.c• so that tA• tact. M:f be F~ and aown.t.}¥ F•••Wd 1n. a lep.....l Md bulA••• lib .._,. s.nn.l nr.p.n-11mte and Jora.oi•• rill zi,o ckNb\. be inTol._ m4 M1led. apc:m. t.o pn .. t. witn• s••• befo:"e th• eo-itt.M1 . b •• .t.c-oiea undou.bttdl.T ban wtti­oient fact.a to anewU" anr que1tioa that •7 be ra1Md b1' the o.o-J.ttM•1 but th• -.nnv in whio.b eu.ch taote 11r. F•••nt.S 11 ot rt\&l !l!portenoe. 

" io ~ - i.rare c-i• ... 1-1r7 t. 1A1<t.to4 _.., ft.ldtl are \o be ocrrwed, and f.b.CefOl"e d&tAL cu be JS"9pu"ed. 1A ..nmo. ot h.ar1ng1 tor pre11ente.tion to the ec-1.tt.e or eo-ittMa. 1'b9 Mqum.O• in W.icb 1uoh in.formation la preunted tor ••ch Depvt...at or "9nOJ ia or !.-port.Mo.. 1h• -.mi.er 1A *!ch it i. pre~ted i • ot er-·'- 1-port.­&009. 'lbe all f.ct. u. a...U.bla Cid ...U pre._\elrl, 1D ..t Wt.o.., • oc.p1et. annv 19 u.de and \he oorreot. oooohwioa.e 4ra.. 1lbm onl7 • pnrtiAl •t.ol7 ll told, or th• tact. u e not nll or locioall¥ Jr99Clt.d1 it !r9<1u.ent:1¥ result• in a o<:tloluaion beirlS r.aohed n.ot mUnl.7 in kMp­ing with th• t•cta and on• not. aotllal.17 Ju.ti.tied "'" \bis. 

It. u Ui.r•for• 1JL1U9•tAd that 1A ••oh. Accor, u nob •t..p. ban not alr•&dT 1-en und•rt&kim, IOM oa• pertt0a cu.pabU ot Mldng a JOOd w1 t.­n••• betor• • Comitt.e, be put in cha.I·,. or Ptn.rina ar..d ooordinat.inc .Jl .. .,....,. Wonoa•i..n ...i ~ pNl1a1A&r)' ~ r.,. it.a ...-tau.a to • Cc:malt.t.., Mid Wo r•P1&t.ina tbtl order 1A *!ob wl'tDeilM• *cNld. appe::i.r f« th-9 ~ ot F•Hnt.1AB per'\.itl.9ftt. aa4 MOe•-.rr h.ow. 
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It 19 alao -..steel that it ....-ble to the ec-1.ttH or eo-itt.u, 
an4 1t la ~ their 4N1n, .-. me be appointed 1lbo Nil u•t..t the. 
Coa1tt.M Sn obt.a.iJUnc the nNe.-r"T w11De9Ma ar 1Dtonat.1Gll lb.lob the 
Co•J:tt.e dellil'•• ca tllT pu"Uoular MlbJeot.1 1D otbc' 'llCll'd91 .a.e ca. to 
r.ot u a 11&1ace ott1o.r bttw.en the C-S.ttH1 me! tbe MTVal &c-01-1 
that...,. be~ to appeu beton tbm. 

~ieo. bu ll1:loe tbat 1llwD aotim u ft'\l!Ded abaft 19 tu., tti. 
pr .. ...unp pl'O ...... 111 • loi1Ml. - . tbo faoto ... ~ - -.Ml,y 
prum't*', md 'tbe ec-s.tte. pta • OCITMt p1otian ot .......... •1tuat.1oD 
ia be1n1 loobd into. Likni.M, wbatnw p1lt.Uo1V toll.on la pae:ral.17 
or a f a?On.ble nature beoaua• a oc:mpi.t.e rioz7 la t.ol.4, rather than part 
ot one, and ta. ocrnot piotare mm ta.irl.T JrNmted to t.bie sreu, m­
abl.M tbe pros-r flllreN1ca to be m4e at t.be cat.t. 

a-enr !aft.-tiptiCIDa 11n •t.rt..41 ~. -i..1 ~ pro­
~ .. oatJJ..u4 aboff s.. toll.ow4, nraNU.. will. .._ to the ~ 
•Uw ii.ca - _...., lll'l.mlll,y - ~. ,_lo wllo - cmli' 
• ll"1a ·-. ~ --·dll 1111 oan..I '° ~ ... toll mli' 
a pu"tial nar,. 1he fVat ia:;a 11tan, ...... ~ luk ot r.ll iatamaUon, 

- ... 1111 """'· - llQ oll lirot lmproul.ou - 1111 lo•U.C - detr1-t&l 
to """' -k lllljq - ..,. - ~ 111 -- wi\la tbo l•tiona1 --,.._..., . 

l. Ian t.ot.. Jrepuw1 now. 

2 . MaJ.a.t&in OODtrol bJ' bariq eomt OM ... Ul&t wiiDelH9 
lmow1na the tut. an4 able to sr--t th-. .,.. prepu-ed 
bot-. . 

3, .lcrM to uai.t • c-itt.o or c-1- 111 NOUl'1lla 
uoun.t.e illtCll'm.Uca. 



l, ----
OfFla OF PROOUCTIOH MANAGEMENT 

- -IT'llu..­
WASHIHCITON. D. C. 

ns. Pn111d.1nt 
,,,. 1'h.1 te Howse 

U)i' dea.r Ur. Preaident1 

- 7, 1941. 

Ropl:rJn1 to ,...,. - .... or Ut.Mh 6t11, 
pl ..... be adrlhd tb&t ... ba ... ''"". preli.o"'-7 
diDcu.cs•iot:t ot the aa.tt.w in tht otti" ot Prochact.ion 
~t# ~ 11'1.ll report. acre tul.17' Ml'l.7 ~ -· 
•ton..s. 



'l'ht Pre&ident 
The Whit. 80\iU 

lq U&r' 1?r • rn.•id9'1'1.t: I 

..... h 18, 1941 

'l.itb t'urther ref•1"9ftC-8 to J"OUl" ...or-and.ua or 
March 6th on th• l\lbJe.ot ot Fe;>c.rin' data /oz a tutu.re 
1nve1Ugntion ot t.he Deten1e Prou.c.m, plt11e be ad..,i1td 
that. the Oltio• ot Product.ion. ~t ap-Ma rlt.h 

)'OUl" """"1a• t..• dato ~ bo coll .. toe! and ~pored. and to t.."'.at. _. baa ..S. ~t. w1 th.ill the Office 
of Pt-oduct.ion .,._.,...it to hMdle ibt •t.W"", which ha.a 
1-tm us~ io Mr. John LoN O'Brien , ow- oounul . 

r 
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,\)11 l·_.,, t+J- v/,v/v1' o \ I' , f ..iert.l D11lnar1-u tor Deteu• ' 'I 

Mqu1elt1oa ot .s.teue -wrhl Uld --t1oa proven retl..w4 ia 
di1lnar1-u i.. ... aeoehra- •""•tut1t.ll7 elaoe JUU&r)' 1 , 1161. .t. p-.. ter ... 1._ ot the deteu1 prov•, _,,..,..,. oa Wo bull, -. ocmph­
in tho tir1t thr .. aoath1 ot llltl (1,8 billion1) than in the laot 1lz lll>DtAI 
ot· 19t0 (1.t billloao) . 

Mtu&l eq tndlWr•• tor• atro~. eb.ip• ud ordD&Do• ..,.. , 

.t.iror&l't 
Ship• 
Ordnuo• 

' . • 
Jvly, 1860 

820 ,000. 000 
"'. 000 .ooo 
11, 000,000 

tre,000,000 

Milreh , uu / 
• 80,000, 000 
106, 000, 000 

61,000, 000 

tll8,000,000 

Total expendi ture• tor &lroratt, 1.b.1p1 ,and ordnanoe in th• la1t tlz 
110ntb1 ot llltO ....,. ... 96 ailUono, on n•roe• or 118 aillloa dollar• pv 
..,.th u -old to '6112 aillloa dollar• for the thr-thl porlod 
J """&r)' (19'1) to ll&roh, "" a ... roe• of 197 ailUou por -th. 

D1 1bur1 ... t or gown.mt tund.1 tor nn induatrlal taotliti•• ln­
ornud troa lHI than '600,000 in Jul7 llltO to an Ht1-ted h00,000, 000 in ll&rob, 19'1. 

Total d.11bur1•.ate ot eouwa mt: tunda tor a .. plant tu111 ti•• 
dur~ llltO _,.._to approzim&tel7 t6 aillioa dollaro , D11blll'1-te 
in tho tlrot - 110lltb1 ot 19'1 wre about ltO ailll• dollaro, 

D11bur1eaent1 t or baee1, 1t.atton1 and tort1tioation1 .. r• 
•aao ailUo•• tr .. Jul7 to Deo_.,er, 19tO Uld t660 ailllolll, J&n\l&r}', llltl , 
throu&Jl ll&roh. 

l'bo abo'" ~l tlll'H are but a mall ....-ag. ot tile Olltir• 
progr•. l'hoir l..llportuo1 at thh t1M would •- to 11• l• th• r&pld aoo1leratlon 111 Tlrtua.111 all cat9cor11a ot proour .. eat ezo1pt ordnanoe, tor 
which 110ro tha.. 2 billion dollaro in ord1re ba'" b..., plaoecl. l'h• ordn&llee 
probl• h due to tbe 'Nr)' 11.od.- taoilit1H 1ft1labl• f or produet1oa -
the -,jor det.,.• prov• bep1" C-tnoti• prop-•11 bere 1Ddioate1 that ovtput 11111 eooa 1M aooelerated. 

Abo'" tlprH do aot lnolude ~te on lri tloh ord.,.1 tr• 
Jul;r, UtO throvch llaroh al, 1161, Htl.ated to i.. ... aoeecled one blllloa dollar•• 
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llomorandwi 
i..tter troa tho attor,.7 Cleiienl , l./18/4J. to the 
Pruldent, •ltb att&cbed let ter to tbe Proddet 
fro. tile S.Cretaq of tbo Ictertor , 3/18/411 witb 
at tacbed ta cow of lotter wbicb lion • .t.. i , Wirta 
roco1ved troa l oe L. Hill, J/lS/'1, 1D re ucoaabo 
pric•• paid ror oil ti)• u. lar Dept. , etc., .... i to 
Ir, lnudHDI COPf of -oraailllil And lxplaOAtiCll of paper a sent to Ir, Bill.uD. 
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- 9, 1941 

Too 

,,..., 
SUbjoct1 Bowoe Bill 0-t!n.I Dinotor ot Pr1or1t.1u 

ill or the ~te &Dd -1 .. .._l'DOd -

Tiie ...... .,. - 'rl'euUJ7 llopo-te - tbo ll&rlU.O 

C--1 •.1.«i., tbt atr1ce of Produ.ct.ioD • 0 · 11 t., &ad Ottiot 

im 1.o nporla oppoe1.oc the Coo: (a..) ... --\ to \bo n....., 

PrioriU.. Bill. (B.L 4534) 

Pt.I.As il>e prloriq _., to ._ O\bor \boa the Dinotor 

or Pr1or1t.1u, to be appointed bJ' 70V _, oOlltir-4 IQ' the 

Senate. Tiie •• ,_ t al.eo p-U.a \bot \bo Dinotor ot 

PrioriUH lboll - i'OlM h11 _. .. OQlT att.e" appl<>ftl. IQ' 

tbe jolJ>t ~'17 ~u-~ am wi\b \be a111-
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.l.t a conferecce l'r1dq &nel'llOOD with Senator 111t'm• tbo 

objectiona to tbe •-t .... ,,_.11ed, 0... ot t.,. b<IMl;f 

illuetrati ona which oppealed to 8enator ll)ornaa aa a baei• for 

knocld.i\g cut the ...., .... t 1n the Senate Comittee we that under 

the present oet--ap, a deoi eicn reac"-d b7 10'1, llr, -..n, Jlr, 

HIJJ•n, llr, stiuon and Jlr, lnax that a11181mm !or !our-encine 

bomber• toolc priori tT or t110-e11Pno bomber• would be controlllng, 

Such a decilion would be b1.nd1nc on Jlr, Stettinina ao a oubor­

di.nate officer or Ol'll. Under the •"""""nt a difference or "1ew 

between 01'11 and the Director or Priorit1e1 1n ouch a al. t uation 

might well end up 1n a otel-te. 

Senator llynlee Aid that be would talk to •cm. o! t he 

meabor• or the Senate llan.l .l.!f&U8 Comittee about the matter 

and it wao ap-eed t.bat lleeen, l'lmdaen and stettiniu and, it 

needed, Seoretarieo Stiuon and kax 'or tboir -.preeentotiTH 

and Leon llenderoon would teetl.1'1 before tbiit Com1ttee on Tlleed&T 

Senator BJrue• !Ml• t.bat the •-nt can be el1lllinated 

1n the Senate Comittee, .I. letter from 10'1 to the Cba1non or tho 

Senate llen.l .l.!!airo comittee ...., not be needed. 



r 
BRRNAllO M. BAllUC:H 
8'87 MADISON IWOUC 

elk~ ~ · ~3-.?" 
~ll4_~~ 7Z 
~~~ ~cJ 
c,.,,,.......,, ,, ~ ~ - ;1,t-.. 4l.; 
~ ~~-¥-/3 
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,June 7, 1941 

llEllORAJID1Jll FOR 11.lSS TULLY& 

I BAVE GONE OVBR llOST or 
THESE llATTERS 'flITH THE PRESIDEllT 

.UID THE BALAllCE I All GOING OV!R 

SOON, I Tlil.NlC THIS CAii BE FILED 

AS I HAVE A POLL llEllOIWIOOll or 
IT. 

H.L.H. 



.. , '· 1941 . 

--~­
IWlll?IOPUD 

r. D. II. 



Bl!RNARD M. BARUCH 

1597 MADlaON AVENUE 

NllW YO"K Aprll 16, 1941, 

M7 dear Mr, Pre1ident1 

Borewitb are tbe requeoted memoranda 
whiob I think cover t he malting ot a more 
etteotive and closer-knit O. P.M. 

Apropoo ot 7our remark• on the tank 
situation and the laolt ot araor-piercing ehelle, 
I waa interested because Just two d971 betore 
I had been driving that point bome to the 
Ordnance Department. I tb1nlt that here-
atter wben tbe7 bring matters to 7ou or 
Harr7 Hopkins, tbe7 are going to be careful 
about wllat oan be delivered, 

I aa glad that 7ou now think and 
epeel< in terae ot airplanes and tanlta ae 
complete operating unite. 

That wae certainl7 an intereoting 
lesson 7ou gave me on convo7ing. 

Binoerel7 7oure, 

Hon, Franklin D, Rooaevelt, 
The Pree1d1nt ot the United Btat11, 
Walhington, D. C, 



I 

' April 18, llMl. ' 
' 

' 

PRIORITI&I 

Priorit7 polioi•• aa4e b7 the Preaident alone. 

Prior1t7 a4a1n11trat1on (detail•) aa4e b7 O.P.K. 

Pr1or1t7 on tran1portation now in the 

Interetate Co .. eroe Ooaa11aion, pr1orit7 on lh1pp1ng 

wh1oh i• in the 8h1pp1ng Board and pr1or1t7 on coal, 

011 and electr1cit7 whloh 11• now, I understand, in 

the Interior Departaent lhould be centered in o.P.M. 

with repre1entat1Tea ot tho•• departaente on the 

Priorities Co .. 1ttee. 

Th11 doee not take troa an7 ot the• their 

execut1Te tunotion• but allow• the central p~1orit7 

organization to g1Te all pr1or1t1•• a 17nohron1z~ng and 

coordinated whole. 
t I t 

~he power to oo .. andeer ehoul4 reaa1n •1th 

the present departaenta, but no ooa•endeering ehould 
~ 

be pera1tted without the approval ot the Oha1r11&n 

ot the Pr1or1t1ee Ooaa1ttee or Board ot the o.P.M. 



Aprll 18, 19'1. 

IAll IUPPLIU COMKITTD:I 

(ror •111t&l'7 and o1Y111an needa) 

In order that pr1or1t1e1, pr1oee end oon-

1erYetion direct ion• should be carried out, it ia 

neoe11er7 to organi&e oo .. itteea ct 1nduatr7 to llh1oh 

ehould be g1Ytn pr1oee, prior1t1ee, rule• end 

regulet1one. 

Thee• oo .. itt .. e ot 1ndu1tr7 ehould be 

oo•poeed ot repre1entatiYee ot large and tmel.l buelneae 

and lhould be eelt- pol1o1ng t or the epto1t1o pr1cea, 

pr1oritiee, ooneerYat1on, eubetitution, rule• and. 

regulation• 11&d• b7 the goYernaent agenoie1, The7 

ehould do onl7 thou th1nge 1peoiticell7 charged b7 

the goYernaent . It the7 undertake an1 othere, the 

8her&en AnU-Truet la• beco•• operat1n, 

Pr1cee • 111 haYe to be •ore generell7 

regulated or controlled. I ••• no • a1 ot getting ••'1 
troa a oe111ng oYer all· prlcee. It 11 not ta1r to 

regulate one aan•e pr1cee and not another ' •• 



, 

April le, lMl. 

. 
· rooD lllf]J)II IDA'1'0R 

. . 

... terring to the •ubJect ot 7our 1nqu1r7 

tor a food ac!m1n1etrator, the aan who gets tbat 

Job should haYe ada1n1strat1Ye experience and 

the contidenoe ot the public. It 1• too 1aportant 

a Job tor an unknown aan to handle. In the 

last World War, Hoover came to the Unitecl ltatea 

as the Belgian rood Rel1et A4a1n1atrator. 



• 

Apr11 18, lhl. 

COllPIO!UI 

!here are aanJ other 1n1tano11 11ke 

the l•ok of ~or-p1ero1ng lh1ll1 whloh I u IW'I I 

unoo•erl4 1n the Or4Duoe Departaent • 

.Ul of th11 lhow1 wta.\ I ba4 1n a1n4 when 

I eal4 • Jear qo that ~ in aoneJ an4 M 1/:1/> 1n t1a1 

oould ha•• been 1a•14 o•er the f1gure1 of the War 

Departaent with the organisation theJ bad in •1nd. 

!he Ar~ pro4uot1on au1t be reorgani&e4. 

I aa pulhing 1hi1 and •ill oont1nue to 

do 10 until I .. 1topp1d bJ Jou. 

I do not 111 ho• JOU oan .Ue a aoTe 

unl111 Jou know what JOU oan depend 11pon. 

lothin1 will oure anJ of the11 nebllloue 

figure• and pl'OIPIOtiTI aoooapl11ha1nt1 10 auoh a1 a 

flo• lheet or oon1p1otu1 unclertaken at JOW' r1qu11t 

bJ 10111on1 1n4epe .. ent of all the other organi&at1on1. 



.. BERNARD M. BARUCH 

887 MA.DlaoN AvCHUC 

NcWYORK 
: ... ~1,. Z ~.st941 . 

ll~ r ~ II d Alf 1~J 

M7 dear Mr, Pree1dent: 

I aa aorr7 7ou are not 

qu1te up to the mart . I ltnow hoe crowded 

your eohedulee are end can qu1te under stand 

your not 1ee1ng me, 

All that I had to 1e7 1a 

1n the enclosed memorandum. 

s1ncerel1 ~ ~ 

Hon. rrenltlln D. Roosevelt, 
The Pre1ldent ot The Unlttd ltate1, 
Walh1ngton, D. C. 



.. 
.., ? , 1941. 

Unlee• production 1• greatl7 lnoreaoed, traglo reoulto . 
11• 1n front ot .~·~ The pr1no1pal 41tt1oult7 ln pro4uot1on 

11eo ln the tlnal pr1or1t7 author1t7 llbloh ehoul4 be 1 .. e41atel7 

oentral1se4 10 o.P.M. Enoolll'age the epee41ng up ot O.P.M. 

act1Y1tha. Thio •uot bo &CC011pan1e4 b7 f&oter orcan1sat1on 

ot oommo41t7 oeotlono an4 ocemlttoeo ot 1n4uatr7. Than •uat 

be no 4upl1cat1on of the•• oaotlona b7 the o . P.M. an4 the Prlce 

Control authorlt7. rile a .. e oommltteee muat be uoe4 b7 both. 

Bo•• lmprove•ent hal been •a4e 1n the Ordnance organ• 

1sat1on by the Aaeletant Beoratary of War. There •ll l be great 

improvement lt the pr1or1t1 authorltr 11 re-organ1se4. There lo 

not enough plannlng tor tho future on4 too •uoh ettort .. 4e to 

b re&lt bottlenecka lnoteo4 ot o•o141ng th ... 

The """' 1n oherge ot the now ohaet ohoul4 be a 
c1Y111an but $houl4 have ottocbe4 to hla offloe one Ar.7 .. n 

an4 one ~avy man, an4 trom one to three r1rot ol••• pro4uot1on 

men, otherw1ae •nob ot muob u1e. 

A atu4J ehould be 11&4e of the Produot1on ond Ordnance 

Dopart•ento of the NaY]'. I .. eure such a atudf •111 ahow a 

4eo1re to keep • 1th1n thelr bureauorac7 the enor110uo expenditure• 

t or new •aterlel and oourcee ot 1uppl7. Thlo 1• onl7 human 

but cannot be permitted ln the present olrcumetanoeo. 

~~:her detailed ex .. 1nat1on ot ~ rollrood problem 

ebon they, are dolng ae goo4 o Job ao anJbod7 and haYO not tollen 

down on the Job. Wl th due notice, they thlnk tb17 oan han4le all 

t he troff le that w1ll be plaoe4 upon th .. llben the Ioth*lan an4 

ooaat-• 1•• ote .. ohlpo ara t&lten. I oannot qm~ta agree •1th that . 
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Tho o ... 1tt11 1tu471ng n•• eubet1tut•• t or a1ner ale, 

••tal• an4 egr1ollltural Jlm'C)4uote eholll.4 be pro4414, a• • •11 .. 

the ooa111111on 11h1oh 1• et\14J'1ng new 1nY1nt1one. 

A4olt Bitler an4 hi• eoonoa10 a4Y1H r, rw.t, laau 

a4Yooatl4 t ho 411truot1on ot our •1•toa ot tr•• enterpr1eo 

b7 their barter 111t1•. Ital7, Rua11a *'>4 Japan ha•• Jo1n•4 

them, lhf' aboul4 • • not take aea1ure1 now1 Th17 oannot 

be oa1le4 aot• ot war. Telte 1uob 1tep1 •• • oul4 aake it aore 

d1tt1oult tor thea to un4ertelte the i r oontoapl ato4 action an4 

make 1t eaa1er tor uo to de! en4 our 07et1a. That •1gbt ••an 

tho 1aned1ate ••bllrgo ot gol4 troa Ru••1a an4 Japan. Up to a 

1ur ago, i t would u r 7 1er1ou1l7 haYe atteote4 Japanue eoonoar. 

Hoplt1n1 ha1 brought up a aoot lapor tant nH4 tor 

1 ... 14ia t1 aot1on - what alght be called oconoalc 1trat1gr. 

Tb1o wa1 aocepto4 bJ 7ou 1n 19:58 and r1aoaa1nd1d u a part ot 

the acb1111at1on ooheae, •hich generall1 ha• not boen adopto4 -

but rather avo1dod. The obJeot ohould bo to got troa neutral• 

what • e an4 our tr1end1 need and keep theee th1nge troa our 

enem1ee. Now 1t could be done, without oreat1ng a new agency, 

under the I•port and txport Bank • hioh 11 1n charge ot 1 111 

Clayton, a top aan. 

In conn1ot1on • 1th thie the Rooketollar ooaa1tteo 

ohould be 1 .. l41at1l7 aot1•e, • 1th a t1 ... 1n •1th our Aaba1oa4oro, 

K1n11ter1, Conoular an4 OoYer naental a19noi11 all o•er the worl4. 

lhat o•er bo47 1• 11tabl11b1d to do th11, tti.re 1houl4 

be a oha1raan 1'110 • oul4 ha•• the t1nal 1a7 1ubJ 1ot to r1T1r1al 

b7 tho Pre114ont. But a 11001ato4 • 1th bla ohoul4 be a 
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repre1entatl•• or the Depar'9ent1 of ltate, Tr••• t.rJ, th• A..,, 

tb1 Na•7, Cc..1!"01 and. Agr1ou1ta1 atl4 the Marlt1-1 0~111lon, 

tb.1 O. P.M. and. the Prlc1 Control o~ttff. T'b.17 ehoul4 

oon11d1r a r100..1n4at1on to Coner••• that taa.11 oo protlta 

of al.l 1.xport11 abOT• an •••race or the la1t three 1•• 1 be 

r1duo14 ~ wlth the exception or protlt1 on the erpo!"tatlon of 

letnal lnatnaa1nt1. 

R1 the Food Ad.111n11trat1on, I do not 1t1 the n101111t7 

of 1t Jet. Tht be1t .. n I have heard or 10 t-.r 11 Donald 

Dav111 t10• Pre1ldent of General Milla Oo•pan.7, fOJ"111rl7 with tbe 

rood Adaln l 1tratlon - good bl0kgl"Oun4 - good t4uoatlon -

&l to &~ y1ar1 or "P• •Uo P1rt1n1 11 al.10 good. 
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f'. D. a. 
Letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 3/18/41 
with enclosed copy of letter which was received 
by Hon. A. J. Wirti z from Hon. Joe L. Hill, 
a State Senator of Texas, in which llr. Hill complains 
that the tar Dept • . ns ~lng excessive prices for 
oil, arxi tbet he had u.de an offer to the Defenae 
Co111111iBsion to supply oil to the Arl1fl and Ravy at a 
much lower price, if the Govt. loaned him money to 
extend his facilities, letter from the Attorney General, 
4/18/41 to the President, in re above, letter from 
Hon. Wm. s. ltnudsen end Sidn91 Hillmen, OPll, 6/11/41, 
with aCCOllp&D,Jing •morandUll to Isadar' Lubin fro• 
Arthur Faber, OPll, 5/24/41, in re Southport Petroleu• 
Company, Texas City, Texas, 100 Octane Aviation 
Gasoline. Copy of letter from llr. 'ICnudsen and llr. 
Hillman retained for <llr files. 

' 
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