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GERMANY 

Morale 

Many Germans are nervous and worried , and l atterly the 

"Stirnmung 11 has not beon ve1·y good . The frequent qu11stion is, 

"How long ls it going to last?" , and Hitler • s pi:-onouncement 

dio not do much to allay this feeling . 

1'he man in the street , however , is talking a lot about 

the coming invasion of England in t.1e spring o!' 1942 . It ls 

believed that: by then the greater pare of the German army will 

be free to a t tack England - the chief enemy of Germany . 

There is much less anxiety in Germany regarding the 

entry of the U. S . A. into the war . re is agreed that it will 

not g r eatly affect Gei·many . I f the U.S . I\ . were t o send an 

army to Europe , it ~·ould soon be defeated by the Cerrnnn army, 

and the Ar.ierlcan Fleet: ·•ould not constieute a serious threat: . 

The effec~ of the blockade i s admitted, but it i s f elt that , 

when the wealth of Russian production is in Germany ' s hands , 

there will be no shortage o!' the necessities of life. 
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All this is what the man i n the street t hinks , and t he 

Government does all it can t o encourage s uch i dea s . 

The Propaganda Machine 

Not for nothing was the K!lnigsberg "Ostmesse " (opened 

' 
on Oct ober 12th by Funk) arr anged wi th so much di splay . 

Everythi ng that i s produced in the Eastern t er ritories was 

exhibited there , and its purpose was t o show that , wi t h the 

vast resources available i n the conquered Eastern ter ritori es , 

Germany and Europe can survi ve any blockade, even i f the wa r 

should last many more years . 

The propaganda machine is , i n fact , maki ng ever y effor t 

to encourage o·ptimism among the masses , even going so far as 

announcing vi ctories of the German army before they have , i n 

fact , occur red . 

Yet wi th all this there is a suppressed feel i ng of un-

certainty about the future , and the many dai l y difficulties 

experienced by every German tend to increase these uncer -

ta inti es . 
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The Clothes R&tion 

The r eduction in the clothes ration has been a great 

shock to the German people . They now receive approXimately 

one-half of t he previous ration. 

I t is not correct , however, to say that , with the new 

ration, it is impossible to buy a new winter coat . If the 

authorities consider that a person is in real need of a 

winter coat, he is allowed t o purchase one for 30 points , 

and t he old one must be given up to the authorities. Work-

men ' s clothing carries a rebate of 20% in points . 

The propaganda machine has been making every effort to 

show people t hat the reduction in the clothes ration has been 

vitally necessary, but in spite of t his , there is much dis-

content on this score . This is one of the causes of people 

asking whether there will be any end to their difficulties . 

Money Hoarding and Purchase 
of Real Estate 

It is noteworthy that many Germans who have money to 

spend are purchasing every possible article of value. Antiques , 



-4-

pictures , carpets, gold and jewels, ftc. are bought for more 

than ten times their real value. 

This is a pointer to anxiety and lack of confidence in 

the future . llany Germans, moreover, do not even feel con-

fident about l eaving their money in the banks, but hide it 

in their homes or buy something of permanent value instead. 

Already the authorities are beginning to punish offenders, 

and serious measures may be expected if this form of hoarding 

continues. 

Fear of Inflation 

In spite of the victories, many 'people have little faith 

in t he value of the mark and are always afraid of inflation. 

Many still remember the days of chaos after the last war . 

' 

.· 
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COORD INATOR O F INFORMATION 
Wit.SH ING TON, 0. C. 

Decemb9r 16, 1941 

The President 

The White House 

Washington, D. c. 
l(y dear Llr . President: 

Ur . Harvey Firestone, Jr . was in to see me today 

and showed me the following telegram: 

.. 
• 

ftBritish Government bas made demands on Liber~a , 

exact nature of which I have been unabl e to de­

termine, but apparently involving declaration of 

war and consequent acceptance of English protection. 

Cabinet in session daily and understand com:nuni­

cat ion received from American Government Saturday 

as result Walton's report on above . Local Germans 

at meeting Friday invoked Berlin ' s assistance 1n 

determ1nation avoid English internment as occurred 

la~ war. Considerable fear of bo:nb1ng felt locally 

even by White starr ano labor is taking cover When 

planes of unknown nationality fly over airport , 

which is occurring two to three times weekly.ft 

-



. ' 

I &m also attaching a"lllemorandum ot bis conversa­
tion with me . 

Reapecttully, 

~ 
William J , Donovan 

-· 
Attachments 

-

• 



With re1ard to th• present situation ill Liberia , 

Kr. Fi restone made the following statements 

wnir ou.&h FirHtone Plantation• Compaey, a sub-

s1diary or the FirHtone Company, we are conatructinc 

an air base in Liberia under t he di r ection or Pan-American 

Airways . Thia air field ia to have two 7,000-foot run-

ways with pavement 200 feet wide and a laterite soil 

apron 200 reot on each side of the runways . Time is 

or essence, as this work must be completed by the end 

of the dry season in Liberia, approximately !lay 1, 1942 . 

At the pr esent t i me, the S.S. Wildwood is at anchor 

several miles off the town or llarshall •1th 1111ch or the 

material necessary to complete this airport . It will 

t ake approximately thirty days to unload because or 

lilllited lighterage capacity. During this period it is 

vulnerable from air and sea attack. These materials 

must be t ransported by lighter over the bar and approx!-

• mately eight miles up the Farmington River to the ai r port 

-1-
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site. L1ltewile the steamer East Indian haa Juat arr ived 

at Cape "ount in northern Liberia with lSOO tons or 

aviation gasoline to be unloaded tor uae by Pan-A.merican 

at Fisherman•• Lake, where Pan-American clippers are now 

landing after telcing orr from Brasil. 

•under all or these circumstances and in vi ew of the 

apparent strategic position of Liberia as a base for air 

operations to Africa, the Near East, and the Far East , it 

seems of vital i.11portance that protection be given against 

the possible 1011 or ships lying 1n the open sea at several 

ports, the loss or which wou1d 1n one case ~revent the com-. 
pletion of the air base we are constructing and in the other 

the l oss of aviation gasoline. Protection a l so appears 

necessary for the air base itself now under construction. ' 

"Fisherman' s Lake would provide an adequate base for 

navy planes, for coast patrol and for airport protection. 

The most uset'Ul type or surface protection for the ships 

themselves, of course, wou1<fhave to be determined.• 

-2-



IMlB''M 'P 'P DM1' 

111>1~ lillia J . DollOfta 

Deomber 16, 1941 
IP.I . 

I un e report hare Oil the AZOllJS, wbioh da&l• with 

GOm111tioaU0118, air patrol, ud inhllip11oe. It ia e long 

report and , tor tbet reason, I do not send it to :rou. It is 

baaed OD obserntione aade b:r • 'British laTal Statt Ottioer 

ud certain reliable infol'llation DOW in the possession ot 

the Director ot British Seourit:r Coordilletion in Bew Tork, 

and also on into1'114tion turniehed b7 a Portuguese ahip 

OWDer. Thia report appraisea: 

i•i Detanee ot the !elands . b The !•lands' attitude toward u oooup)'iilg force. 
o RelatiTe im.portanoe ot the Ialanda in the group. 
d Portuguese planta for detanae and British 

reoomaelillationa. (•l The organization ot ccmMDd. 
(t loreipera in the blends. 

I ea giring oopies ot thi8 to ~ ud •TJ 
Intallicftoe. Should JOU wish to uni• it , or to ban 

it in )'OU?' rn ... pleaee let •• know. 



- I . 

COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION 

" 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Deo•ber 17, 19to 
8:30 A.I. 

DVmJJM TO TP PREnp 

:FROJI: lillia l. DonOTllD 

loraer Belgiua linister Paul TOD ZeelllDd 

wae in to eee ae today, ud left the attached. 

I 



• 
•qmx,+nmr • 1FAill!J 

n ..Ule ... u .. prodlal• - Nrl~t oaapln 
dan1 11 4Mir cla oo.ll.allordicm. 

Lei putioipaticu pov l•ICfMll.11 oa arut tait du 
of'tl'N, .a.. de nritalll11 prueioa1, n'mte'r..1mt plu le• 
ill1MDd1 pov 11 -t (naple: attai:rea du D.n). 

Le• ill • l'lllonoent (mcaaten-t? ! ) l namer 
dea aequeetre• Uni 01rtaill11 atf~il'U. 

Cal• Taut-il dire qu•on Ta maplo7er la 11&11iira 
torte ou le 11&11que d'iDthM qu'ila 7 portent eet-il rMlT 

fil'"IWOI l',(ll!l(JQIJI DJ PilS 
1. On doit •'attend:re a 1ID attondl't91nt a bret d~lai. 
2. Tolle lea jOVI, m article da ooa-•tion oo'U'lllte 

diaperait cha wsrch9: 1oada - tioalla - kil• - tuaiblea -
laapea elaotriquea (dont lea oulota aont naturell1111111t 
an zillo), oartomiaau et aurtoat la charbcm. 

3. 'folltea lea glaoariea et nr:reri•• ..ut 1 de obaouna 
d'elle• aont t~. 

4. !h .. oe ompl.ete de oaoatchoao. 

5. Depuia juillet, la politique qui a ettl iDTariabl-t 

1UiTia par le• ill nct1 • Belgique a ~' d'-uiaer 
le plu pouible pov 111 laiaMl' la prod•otioa belce 
qu•au etriot n4oe1aaire. 

6. De nmbrem: mtrajiim..rl belce• llOllt d.ud'• 

aotu•ll-t par l' All.ape • 

• 
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np tJI wgnp a pm!IJI 

L'll&8Rt g81ral de l '!.l.G. u t retOIU'De' 
dffinitiT-t Ill !ll-aae. 

Cette fine ne pread plu de 010• -111M14ea. ..._ 
~ ' I d d oontre eohange dea pieoea uaeea ou hora d'uaage, on 8Ul1 e 

un d~lai de fourniture •plua d'un a. 
BATJO'I MM I W Cfftm!AGJ 

A toutea lea induatriea, •~e aux -eriea, on 
a retire' lea 2/5 dea beaoins en oharbon. 

!Wf!IIL aoourr RW&I 
Les All8U11ds requi~rent aotuellnent la 

fotlI'lliture de 500 100<111otiTe11 et d'un plus grand noabre de 
TOiturea aetalliqUell dell obeain11 de fer belgell . 11 

11 ' ensui Tl'll une diainution parall~le iaportante du trafio 
ferroTiaire . 

Lee lubr4fiants font aot.uellement defaut. 
Lee cbargonnages n'ont plus que pour troil 1M>is 

d'huile de graiaaage. 

POLITIQl!I 

a) Des pourpe.rlers eeraiat en ooars pour faire de la 
' Belgique un •1tat Senitaire• o'1 l'on terait l 'eohange 

dea priaonniera, dee inTalidea, etc. 
b) On reperle de le Canatitution d'un Goanraeuat 119Dt 

' A Lippena a ea tite. 

• < 
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• . AUSTRll 

Deoaber 17, 19'1 
8:80 a.a . 

!he following 1atoP11atlon oonoernlDg Austria, 

gathered froa nrious sourou, _,be of illterut1 

Jlorale 

(1) .lntagoni .. between Geranl and Austrians 

increasing. 

~ 

(2) Belief in Gel'llAn Ticto17 ie decreaeing. 

(3) In August, two blast turnacea were blo.n up 

and other sabotage wae committed at the Heru.nn Goering 

ftctoriea at Lins, 

(4) Friction between the llilit&l'J' and part7 ••bera 

la increasing. At recent perfol'll&llce of Don Carlos, ill 

the part where the delegatea turned to th• I1ng and 

said "All •• want is our fr11aoa•, there was a Ter7 

t (5) Vienna is tull to oapaoit7 with seTerei, wounded 

men from the Eastern front. 

- 1-



I loo11oalo Conclitlou ., 

Great aooial injuatio•• ooour Wider 10-oallecl prloe 

control regulations. The Bll&ll tradesman ls heaYil7 

• • • 
punls~ed if he 1ells h11 goods at a allghti, higher prloe .' 
' 
than preYioual7, whereas the big buaineaa aan la able to 

l!lake enol'llOua profits b7 eyacllng the law, 

Food Rationing 

In J1ML1Q' respects , the toocl proYided in !uatrla la 

poor in qualit7 and quantlt7. The black 11&rket .tunction1 

tor :h?ae with mone7 and tor part7 members, whereas the 

majorit7 ot the oamnon people suffer want, 

Clothing Shortages 

(1) ill textile goocll are sold against ooupou, 

(2) Shoes oan onl7 be bought against 1peolal ooupon1 , 

Children u l aoa get ahou which tit properi, ancl toot trouble 

h preY&lent. 

-2-
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SP1II 

Intel'll&l. Politloa 

DloabeJo 17, lHl 
8:30 A.I. 

In spite of what ia almost an offioial hollcla7, 

the lntel"D&l polit!oal aituatlon re•ln• unea17. ~ 

the ou band, dlaputed in the Palange - th• ruling 

part1- and the exiatenoe within it of 1111oh latent di1-

cord; and on the other, the general dlaoontent, which 

increa1e1 dall7 owing to the 1lowne11 of the GoYermaent 

in taking the neoe11aey 1tep1 to laproTe liTing oondi tion1 

for the lower 0111111, are keeping up a 1t&te of tension. 

The Palange Part7 - whose di1agree .. nt1 and oour11 

of aotion haT• been preYiou1l7 de1orlbed - toot on a new 

aipect. The Secret&ey General of the Party, Senor 1rreH 1 

belong1 to the Hction o&lled Jon1l1ta1 . Th•H la&T• ntTer 

approYed of what the7 oall the •chapel politio1• lapo1ed 

b7 Serrano Simer, who o._ frm the Ced& group. 



!lie T•l'J' 4aol al.,. latlaaaoa aaarta4 ~ till• lllalatar 

..,a hi• power 1A th• put,-, are 411• puti, to tha fnn4ar 

bnl.Dg appoint.a h1a aaeoutor of II.la • ill but I.a tll.a ain 

to the preatiga ht aajo71 thaGka to the aupport 1i•1a hla 

b7 hie brother-in-la• , General Pnnoo, Tb.la prutlge hu, 

hownar, been plaill.17 4ecllnlng of late. 

It la lcnown tll.at to gain the poaltlon which ho now 

holde, one o! the ucu-nta uooa b7 Serrano SUMr agaiaet 

the !ol'Jlltr hol4or o! that office, Coloael Bolgbodor, .. , 

the latter'• partloular n7 of lhl.Dg, aurrowule4 b7 

!oainine 1och.t,'1 ancl Serrano SWler oapitall&ed hla OWll 

au1terlt7 I.ti thia reopoot, l'oll cllrootecl .....,r, illolu41n& 

articlu in the prau oontrollod b7 Snaer, "°" fNlt, and 

Bt1gbe4ar had to leHI tba lllnlatJ7. Th•H faoh _, be 

aald to ba oClllllOn lcnowloclce . 

It now app .. ra that, in offlolal aa well ., aoolal 

- 2-
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olrolu, there are whleper t4 •-•tt on tht oh&Dc• ill 

the Foreign 11lnl1t1r, no• that he it attraott4 by a 

ll&rquua; thh affair ot the haart aaturall.7 o ... to 

tht lcnowleq. of General Franco and fully rtlatlou 

grew eo frigid thtt it waa thought thl1 lllght tTtn oau1e 

hie re,..Tal tram the po1ltlon ho now oocupie1 . But thore 

la aotuall7 a really aorioua r1a1on: General Eaplnoaa dt 

101 llonteroe, a man ot great integrity and uprlghtne11, 

who waa at the time Spaniah Aabaaaador in Berlin, wroto 

a letter ot aocuaation to Serrano SW!er, aaTini' thtt b7 

hie conduo t ha had betrayed hit id1al1 and betra7ed Spain. 

Serrano Suner, inatead ot aendlng a formal repl7 to 

th la docmoant, which waa 1ent b7 General Eaplnoaa dt 101 

llonteroe tb.rougb tha proper ohannel1, an1Werod the G1n1ral 

with a telegram 1qini that, after reading tht tlrat para­

graph ot tha note, ht had burned it . llHnwhllt General 

-s-



E1pino1a de 101 llontero1 relinquiahed hie po1t a1 

Ambaasador and waa replaoed b7 the Conde de K&J&lde. 

In these circumatancea the General produced a further 

I I copy of hie letter, sending it, aa was hi~ dut;, to 

the War Jfiniater who, on receiTing 111ch a strong note, 

tried to di1suade General Eapinoaa from presenting it; 

but, aa the argwaenta were of no &Tail, the latter 

c accordlngl7 presented the note to the Chief of State , 

The doOUDent in queation is specific and positiTe. It 

aets torth the atatementa that Serrano Suner m.de in 

Gel'!ll&l17 against .Tarioua Generals ot the .lJ'll1 and hia 

or! ticii1111 of aembera of the Gonl'IlllMnt designed to ahow 

that he hiueU na the oni, upholder ot the politioal 

position in Spain. 

The attitude talcen b7 General E1pino1a de 101 lfonteroa, 

- in which he waa guided neither b7 per1onal llllbition Dor b7 

-4-



spite, 11.lloe he IGt the UO-t IJl4 hil Nlip&tlOll I.I 

.&.111.111.dor to the Foreicn Jlilliater hmediatei, the latter 

had returned to lladrid after hie Journe1 to Berlin l.ll4 

Roae, haa th• full aupport ud 1ppath1 of Tariou1 

General a of the ut17, inolucllng thoee wbo1e preatiga 

studa higheat. 

It 11111t be re...t>ered thet the 01111 baoking on which 

General Franco can real.11 rel1 ia the &!'111• b1 which he 

waa nollinated chief of State. The Faluge continues to 

figure proainentl1 in the Pre11, and the attitude o! the 

small to1111 l ocal authoritiee ia pro-Fal&llgiat, but the 
• 

Falang1 i tael! grow1 da117 more unpopular. .U re garde 

e!fectiYe aupport, it ia 10 full of intrigue• ud 111.DeuYera 

thet General Franco hlaaelf ae ... to haTe beocm. conYinced 

that he cannot rei, on it. 

The atucllns o! the Foreign llillhter ii the nbJeot o! 

much di1cus1ion and changes in the GoYernaent are uticipatea 
- 5-
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cluring the ooaing mntha, although th• ., ... ezperieaoea 

1t111 beli•T• that Serrano SlUl•r will again b1 ol1Ter 

enough to keep hh poa1t1on 1n the GoTel'lllllftt, though with 

greatl7 reduced author1~. To th11, the frieod1 of Serrano 

Suner repl7 with an argument that the7 haTe preTiou1l7 

l.mpre11ed on General Franco, that those who O?pos1 the 

Minister Serrano Simer do so 0Dl7 to aToid oppoaing hill, 

and that to onrthrow Serrano Suner would be to r1110Te the 

pedestal supporting the statue, whioh would then be brought 

down itself. 

C011Dentlng on the Barcelona Conterencea between the 

u. S. represeotatiTes, Sr. Escobar 1a71: "These aeetings 

gave rlee to man7 00111111ent11 it wa1 said that, as soon aa 

the pre1ent Gel'lll&D oampalgo in Ru11la i1 at an end, the 

U. s. J.., Japan, the Vatloan and 10111 neutral oountrie1 

will together tl'1 to propo11 a peao1 to th• belliger1ot1. 

-8-



It ii al10 aid that Kr. Ta7lor told th• Aaba11ador1 

that the Hol7 Father had inltruotld hill to info ... both 

the Briti1h and u. s. GoTernmente that he 11111t &Told 

' making the cleru intenene in the war in Ruuia, 10 

that Cathol icism ehould not be inTolTed in a cause 

which , unfortunatel7, does not deaene the 1111ppor t of 

His Holine11. • 

' 
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... t!'P' IQ 'Ill P8i81QAI 

:nDI: lillia 1. Domwu 

n.o..- 17* lMl 
8:30 ' · • 

le haTe jut reoeiYed the tollowiJlc it- ot .-
illto?NUOll regarding the eitlaation in Bruil: 

1. The Bruilien GoYerumt ha• done little to 

iapl119111lt the declaratioq ot eolidarity except • 

to issue general iutructio1111 to D.I .P. ud police 

to taYor the Allied caue. 

2. A declaration ot war or eeYering ot diplomatio 

relation• with the h ie power• ill ooaaidered u 

aoet· iaprobable. The liniater ot lar wish .. to 

hi• polioy could probably produoe an 11.l'm)' reYOlt. 

3. The liniater ot lar could OOllJlt on a ooaaidereble 

aeotiOD ot the AraJ to follow hia, ud according 

to intorMtion troa reliable aoaroea, 1111 the blall: 

ot the Air lone alao. · 



' •· Tiie Chief of Polioe 18 puai-tely obftl"llOth•, 

ud aleN replaoed the Preaidet coal4 aot 

el .... t• lihlch 1• ••••tial aa a tirat step 

before actual deolaratioa ot war. 

5. The attitude ot the general public i• entirely 

apathetic but cOWlta little at preaent. 

6. There hen bean aigu of actirttiea and Meti.aga 

ot baOllll Garun agenh. The hltegre.liate are 

alao acti~e, altbOQ8h there ia no actual 

iadioation ot mediate actioa by thea. There 1• 

alao the iapreaaion that aenral Gerun air pilot• 

are atancling to tor aoae job. 

T. Ou.r illtol'Mllt ia co~illoed that tor tla• _, 

drutic aotioa withod gran rilk ot onrtlarolr by 



.. 

The 1apue1e Aabueador bad a lang interrin 

with the Chiet ot General Statt on Deo•ber 10. 

• 



•-wmg mm nam• 

Deo.u.r 17, 19'1 
8:30 .LI. 

'!he !ollowimg WoNetion bu j,.t oc.. to 

The Argentine Allbeaeador, llanl Attaobol, 

Coneul General, and one other Argentine dipla.at, 

attended a l'eCOllt cocktail party giTOll b1 tbo GeNen 

Allbaaaedor in Se.ntioao, Cbila. 

Tbe CbargJ d • At!eiraa ot the lloainicaa 



Decimber 17, 1941 

ll11110rand1111 tor tho Pr,; a id eat : 

Tho follo•illd is an intercepted letter from 

Sister A~UBtn in northern Ger::1Bny to Reverend 

Mother :Jocbtildia del Probre Nino, ColofliO de 

Santa Clara, llogvta, Col'.Jlllbia: 

ROI.AD C..t~olic Institutions in 

Lux•bGllrg, l:..r;;m117 ..rui i!el61Ull aufter 

Ull(ier ~l'll<ID doaiJ!:atioo and live in 

want •oo teur -

Prieats ..ad ouns ere not ullowed 

to lc•v• the Country even to enter . 
l!ol1"nd . 

Extracts trenulcted fro11 German: 

"Thia letter will ro~ch you uncensored and so 

I con write 1:1ore openly th..n hit.:ierto. x fortnifjht 

ogo I 1'81 in Ge:;tln!ak at >loth~r Vi.<tor!a ' a. She 

• 
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would be only t oo glad to Hnd oiatm out to 7ou -

not onl7 2 , but preferebl7 10 or 11<>re , but there i• 

a dao!"ff that no priests or wo::ien, llbo hue t aken 

orders 11111 lee1'a the I.and . le cannot e¥an 1io to 

Roll.ruid and oertlli nly not to -"'terica Wl<i it will b• 

this uy as lone; as • • have this regi=e. The 

dissolution of 01ooost~ries and convents ia in full 

SVllJ.y . 0..llW1811iok io in dlil\!er too . They wont to 

OJlGD a school for teuchers there es they have in 

Oodesberg. • • • • 

The objijot or the ll .P. (1:azi Party) is a 

Ger:iaoy fr•• fro11 aonb ana nuns ••• if God does not 

help ua this will hap; en, but Del:3 providebit - The 

institutioLa in LUJ:maburg exist no loJl<!er, in 

Runelingen they were not even al.lcnred to take their 

linen AW!\Y Iii.th thu •••• it is terrible llere for 

non-aryo.ne •• • yesterday 1 was in Col0gne Md learned 

from aevorel sources that tbe founding of u Ge.r111un 

national •Kktholio" Church is imminent tllld tbia Ill.one 

will be reoot!llizad by the st.te •.• The disaolution 

of all ordbrS hes been decreed and ia being apjll.iad 

and only God oan stop it for those in power llra 

indeed uaillO tbalr powu .•• 

.. 
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Here at hOM .... are ill well in spite or O\ll' 

aniietiea - fear of the raids a~ night and of the 

police dlll'illol the d.,y as these c...n evict U4 et a 

r .... hollt'S1 notice. !Jie people are su!'ferit13 nry 

much . If tno t.O••rnz;ient would act uccordic., to 

right o.nd justice und lcuve reli0ion ttlone , the 

whole nation .• ould atund behind it but aa thi11;1a 

nre t here io u •trollcl underc urrunt . llut uo 1011;1 oo 

their a:rtis ore victorious I do not think there 1.il! 

be a revolution. The GUccesses in Russia ore beyond 

l.ai..gi11c.>liou <lllO I thiM "" shwl soon ha'.·e finiJhod 

t:.cre . ilor.cv.r, r~en I tilinJ< of ull t~e tirrlble 

thir..;a t!iut the Cuatupo ho.Ve do:;e in Polw:a :i.nd if 

t:iere ia c just r~tr.butio~, ~!:.L.t then will co~e 

upon u.s Gcrans! •••. to ••ry cw-e."u.l i.hen you Wl'ite. 

· Evury lutter is ca1·•f"1ly scrutinized ond N11l8tur1.d . 

Our oistns in llolc!ium, especittlly in Bor sbeu.k und 81'\ISaela , 

are sufteri'<! froo h~or. They bo;;ge<l for potatooa , 

but wo were not ullowed to help them. H~ru Lao U1il\!• 

ore ahorL but t<1aMS to the excellent orci:.nization 

tbt:re is no aotw.l wnt . 
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COORDINATOR or INFOllllATION 

llSM OIAIDU ll 0.C•ber 17, 1941 

To : Colcmol WilliaA J . Dcm""an 

rr• : Wllliaa B. Vanderbilt 

luttJ• ct : A. G. Pf1n&athom, 191 St. Kark.1 1 Place, St. George , 
Bute Island, Rn York. 
Bea cb&npd name to !'Thom•. 

Connected with llarU>e llidl&nd Oro\lp, CO!U.lat1ng of a 
nWDber of Ntt York St.to bonlu, with llo&dquartera 1n 
Borlin \Ip to 1938. Returned to !few York 1938, and 1n 
the same year_ started a Ten••r bu.sin••• 1n Berlin 
'llhicll ha operated W>til forced by • ar ccmdit1ona to 
close down. Lett Berlin Novoml:Mlr 18, 1941· Boiled 
trom Lisbon Novainber 28 . Retorrod to ua by Chase 
National Bank, New York . llade tollow1ng report: 

General conditions 1n Berlin not bad . l!no\lgh food, 
except tor wori<ing claaa •h1ch is pr etty badly orr. 
•ocd rations per week: 

400 Graru lleat 
A bout Ono Po\llld of But tor 
Two or Three Eggs 
Siu-cl llill< 
Pleney of' Broad of Good Quality 
Pleney or Beer 
Bo Coffee or T"8, SXcept 80 Oraas Cottee 

Allowed for Chrh tau 

Sutticient clothes can be obtained \IDdor the ration 
ca_rd. 171tea. 

All churches, except the Science Church, open and con­
d·uct1n1 services eaeh Sunday. 

No c&a\l&lty lists 1s8\led1 b\lt private individuals allowed 
to 1.n.aert death notices 111 the papera. Thea• averaged 
20 to 30 per day . 

~ 

Tha peopl e compare the eituatic:m in tho third 7ur ot 
t h.la war with condition• 1n the third 7ur or tho last 
war, and consider tbeuelTes mucb better oft. Great 
O\lrpriu UO!J& the people at tho be&inning o! the R\ISsian 
liar b\lt a general belie! that the attor •Ollld be 
aothod ahortl7. Bitler'• atato..,t ot aaJ.l Ooraan 
lo•••• compared with tm.oraoua Ruaa1an 1011•1 created 
ta•ora'ble reaction. 



Colonel William J . Donavan - 2 -

Morale (Cont• d) 

The German people did not believe tba t the United States would enter the war. Subject .reels that our mtry •ill have a great effect on the German people. 

The bombing of Berlin far more frequent last year than 
this year. People, particularly the women, grumbled and expressed great dissatisfaction as a result of frequent bombings . Subject believes that it did lower the moral.a, particul.arly of the working people, as they could not get enough sleep. 

There is a distinct reeling or antagonism between the 
Army and the Party, but the Party is still supreme . 
The Army has everything it wants to eat and drink, and 
its morale is high. 

Condit ion of 11\e JeYIS 

J ews are now forced to wear a yellow emblem with a star on their outer garment. Jews are constantly being de­
ported to Poland, being taken out of their hOJDes at night and transported by truck. They are al.lowed to take only · a few personal clothes with them. · • 

Radio 

Many people listen to British broadcasts in spite or the severe penalty. Their confidence in British news broad­casts has. been badly shaken because of the broadcasting of 
information which the Germans themselves knew was not true . For example, BBC reported that Russian planes had severely bombed Berlin on a certain night. There had not even been , an air raid warning that night. 

SR' in 

Subject saw no Germans in Spain, except for a football team of 22 men who were playing in lladrid. Conditions 
in Spain very bad . No butter even in the best hotels. 

Portucal 

Conditions much better than in Spain. Apparently plenty 
of food and all the butter one wanted • 

.I iU" .... ". l .. J •. /,:Lr. 
'#illiam H. Vanderbilt 

• • 

, 

' 
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DU6!11!1 'fO m PftlUDM 

Deomber 17, 19'1 
6 P.I. 

DICLASS1'1lD 
By Autbo» ty of Cc/A 
()(") ? /,,, 'l. '2.-

JllOI: Jilli• 1. IlcmOYU 8~/il DnteSEP 101914 

It haa been lllfll'lled troa a aoet seom soaroe that on 

lfOTeaber 20, 1941, the liniat17 ot loreip, J.ttairs, Bllaos 

Aires, Argentine, i1ned a stat•ent to their goTeruent 

regarding Argentine-J'apanese eo..ercial Relations in the 

tollowillg teras: 

•Regarding the .Argentine-J'apanese coaaercial interchange 

situation and the possibilities for iaproTing it; the .Agreeaent 

in force , effected by exchange of notes da~ed llarch 23, 1941, 

was an efficacious inst:ru.ent tar the establishaent of 

couercial relations between the two co11Dtries and was 

necess~ to raise the leTel of :Japanese purchases, laid down 

in this agreaent at 30 aillion rens for 1940, and 40 aillion 

yens for 1941. There is no neoessitr, for the -ant, to 

aodifr the clauses, bearing in aind that, due to the 

international situation the regular aaritiae serrioe between 
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auaptllld tile repJ.ar 11nigatiC11 U.e at Bio de la Plata h 

nftioi•t i.adioatiCD. Oa the otller llaad, bJ adj111tiag 

the expoi-table balanoee or wool, li11•, lMtber 8lld Yarioae 

ainerele to U.S.A., a propoaitioa by that So'Hl"llMDt whioh 

it ie at preeallt negotiating, there ia little proapeot 

that the Argalltine-Japaneae o01111erce will reach t he ti8urea 

ot 1940. 

0!\e Argalltine SoYel'Uellt baa demutrated ih 

interest by taYoriag and aaintaining ell eoonoaio o01111eotioae 

with Japan, gzutiag to Japanese ehipa ooaiq to Wlload in 

Argentine porla, the uoeeaary, 8lld mre, tcaal. to reaob 

Japan ud aYen, oa tbe oooaeion or tbe lut abip ill Oll1' 

berbor, tile "TOA lWID" gi Yiag it nttioien• hel tor a 

round trip, u the Japana" ebipe do not reoain fllel lJl 



to OllJ' ooum 1'7, ao loaa u ih97 .. n Uftl'ecl ot tba 

IUIONaat'J' tul tor ill• Nhnl jOW"ll9J' at lean. 

eouroee ot su~pJ.7 end .. r1mte tor natiOll&l produota aD4 to 

...Utein 900Doaio nlationa with 1apen mid the Par Jut. 

The aeeurance ot euoh relations, howeTer, ie not within 

the Argentine goTe?'llllent'e power ae it hae not ite own 
':J. linee ot oc.wrloation with the Far !aet. There ie eutfioient 

cargo arulable tor all the 1apueee ehipe arriTill(! at 

ArgeDtine porh, u thq ban not diepoeed of the erportable 

balanoee of the principal Argentine produote, the aoquisition 

of llhioh ie of inhreet to the U. S.A. end Britieh goT1nmente. 

"With reprd to wbetb9r n oen sell 011 oredit to 

hse n8Ttr at 11117 tl.M aadt a propoli tion ot thie tort, ao 

thst such mi tretiOD ii not oauiderecl a90••8U7. 

perlioulaJ'l.7 u 1apen i.a jaat rMlbecl a aale ot gold to 
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t the S...oo Central "° u to m e et lltt 4i•poeal tu 

ne•••h.17 hml• to pa7 tor hi' poll'Obaea ot .lrpDUu 

pl'Od\lota. • 
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COORDINATOR OF" INF"ORM,\TION 
WASHINOTOH_ 0. C. 

Decea~r 17, 1941. 
6:00 P.11. 

l!IXlltDDlllf for The President. 

The attached ma11oraodum has 

just coDH> in from our Latin American Section 

on Coloobia. 



1, 

.• ._. . 
IOU 91! 001.0KBll 

~~~f~:i~:t!prt~i~~~~1~l1~~~:!:!!;:1a an t8:1an1ave recentl7 ,a exped1t1on1 to the Llano1 eaat or Bogota, a va1t, natural landing r1eld, and Gel'lllll re11dent1 1d Coloab1a have bought ex­ten11ve 1tretche1 or beach near Cartagena, wh1ch al10 provide excellent natural landing r1eld1, 

3 , The Col911b11n labor movement 1s one or the atrongeet apt1-Na11 torc11 in th• cougtrY. 

4, The Labor Eotii1'f or Standard 011 (N.J.l and TtXAI Coapanf 1U ~ ar ea are arou11ng 11r1ou1 antifon1am aaonglila~crtant ~oup and a~ atrengthenM the movement torovernme~ e~roprii:ion ot oil pr~er­ti11. The Xierioan co.pan ee hive either ignore or compl1td grudg1ngl7 w1th Colomb1an labor law1. Labor organ11ation 1n the 011 indu1tr7 i1 prooeeding rap1dl7, and 1tr1ke1 t71ng up r1ver tratr1c hav1 occurred. In the 1v1nt or a 1trik1 in the 011 r11ld1, th1 oompan1es have con1idered the po11ibil1t7 or roroibly removing 1om1 :IOOO workers and the1r raa11111 and 1.mport1ng strike breakere. The oompan1ea iq>parently want the United State• Government to bring pre11ure on the Colomb1an Government . 

DICLASSIPIXI> Pf 
BJ AuthO~ity ot <!. ( 

9~~ilt 'Z.. L- SEP 10 1974 
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COORDINATOR OF' INFORMATION 
WASH INGTON, 0 C. 

December 17, 1941. 
6:00 P.M • 

l.IEMORANDUll for The President. 

I an sending here a report of our 

Latin Allerican Section made December 2rd, 

in which the present situation was envisaged 

and the reasons for it stated. You may be 

interested in reading it. 

/ 



OOORDillATOR or I!lroRllATIO!I 

Latin "'"-t'ican Section 

Special llemoMllldum No. 12 

!!!.&! POLITICAL HTIJATION 

.ii A!!OFm!NA 

o.c..i..r )rd, 1941· 
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m POLIUC.U, SI11.IA'fI9N 

tC'cr 

DECI.ASSiflElJ 

-Latin -rican Section 

Special -ru><lla l o. 12 

Pol1t1oal tcne1on 1e ioorM•ing to the !)Clint ot thr eat• en1nA the pr11ent t oN ot gov1mme.nt. nt1 political pictw-e, 111b1ch !or:ieri, coald bl.YI been rea~t..s &I • 1truggle betwec t.he ConserntiYI and Jtadieal ,a.rtles, now ie :ad• '*""' compll­cat.<KI by the international oituation and b7 the peroonal ..,.. bit.ions or certa.in .military o.ft1c•re. Tl\11e political adven­turer•, adm1rtra or llat.1 118thod1 and cl..llt.&17 succ1111s, want to eetahlieh a d.1ct.at.orsh.1p. ShOIUd tht'7 wceeed, Argentina t 1 foro101 pollche w11l be det1nit~ p?'O-Axia. 

'?he oppotin~ pro-de-iocr&tic torc:oa ''" thema:elves weakened by internal •chi- and lack or et""'& leadership. ru.s •Nk­n.o1-• -.::r a&k• & COQJ) po11ibl1. 

fa.bl• ot COQt!ptt 

I. Signe or an ~ding Poll ti cal Crieia ?•g• l 

II. tut..,.of tho ?olltical Crioio • • • • • • • P-3 
III. Coapllcat.iona in th• Political Pi cture Pago 4 

ReSUM • • • • ... P&g• 6 
IV. IA&d1r1 artd Po1aib1lit.111 P-7 



DECI A~il d£JJ --
Spoci&l u.orar.d\lg llo . 12 

Tl!': 1'!¥.lTICAL Il\"Al'Itl I!i ~·TIU 

I. srci;s O! 'JI II l'!mlD c; K>I.n'ICAL CRISIS 

l . Fr•aeure on ~ast.1110 to e~tablish a r.tac~ionary dictatorship. 

About & .iont.h &fO a croup ot Nati-ud.nded "national.i1t.1t 

An>;t or!ioer• ~Nlltnted AetiJl<. P'reaident C&atillo "1th a list 

ot d~ lthich incluJ.ed, 1n i:;art., t.hr 1ndet1nit.• ~1tpon61:11e.nt 

ot t.1: • Puenoa Aire• prcr."!nclal cl•ctior.a (acr9duled tor :lllc&.Mr 
, 

'it.ti), the •1.1.r.:ination tra.: n!.t.101:.al ;.olltlc• or C.r.er&J. l\ol..ua:tin 

f . Juat.o, t.t-e au,l-J"tJeaion of certain r.ctrapa.1-•r•, incl\la.1r4t. t.be 

1.r.tlu•r.t.1&1 La Crlt.ica. . &r.d t.t~ eataclisnrc.nt. or ..,.-, OjAn dicta-

2. °"'e Air Cor11 &f'fair or Se tember 23rd . 

'1111re haa never been a 3&t.1st&ctor y SJUbliQ 1t.at.11JOnt. ot tho 

Arfo.ir or September 23rd . Aeeordinf to An ONI " lntolli~enca 

Rli;ort• , ~0wtiver, it r.•a •~pe.rently an inci pient. at.t.f.lll~t ot 

certo.in hl.gl>-r..,.11'1( Air Corpe o!fieua (•tlO an identithd •• 

' nact.ionar111 in do..eet.ic &ft&ira and fro-Axle) c.o effect. a coup 

d 'etat dl.net..S ~o.1.r.al Justo. The group or eleven iJ.ot••ra 

in the AC!air ..,.. headed b7 General l!en!o:.dn i:enindez, re•ired, 

about. whc9 t.1'•~ is de!"inite end concrel• evidence that he t-ake a 

.. 
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1Ntruct1ona tf'<lll 'll'Oft Tben;arm, Glt'DIA AcbaeNdoT in Bueno. 

Ain•; Lt . Col . P.n.oloml d. l& eclln-· Direct.or ot L.&W"riel , 

Ant7 Air CoT}•, who 1. euppoMd to be hea'lilJ. in debt. \.0 the 

Banco C.l"'Mnico, &nd O.neral Aft.lino J . Al•&tt•. ret..ired, tor­

mrly direct.or ot W Infantr y School . The ckbal alto inclu.ded 

several ot t.ho h1th•et rar-Jdnc Air Corp• otticer• • It.1 tocal 

point. -.·a1 t.ho Aviation School at Cd'~. 

) . Recent pol1t.1cal ur;euver a indicate a hei,-ht..en•d t.eneion. 

ld1tr.titied •• atte....,:t• t.o line up "'1-bllc 1upJ;Ort tor varioua 

tore•• are recent. public f'Olitice.J. iteet.ir<;I. On N~r 18th 

MYeral IU.ll .,ro-AJd• Ji(.rties .!or=ed a new united pa.rt.7 "1.led 

Partido Uh1c.h Naclonal Ari er..tir.a under t.he leaoeranip ot ~ 

f"reaco, fofttf'r COnHrvative £0V'ernor of Suenoa A1n and &ft 

&""""" >.xi• p&rt.h&n. Thie Jl"rl.1 hu no po1"'4r etrength, but 

it.1 ton:..ation at t.h• present. tilr.e 'Wt;en anti- JJd.1 p.ihl.ic dtMOn-

1t.r1t.ion1 1rt becdn& mor e pr onounced l.enda i t. con1id1rabl1 

d£Q1!1c&nc• . 

On ()ct~r 2)rd, Castillo ioeued a deoree abridtinf the ri&ht 

ot u•ubl.1, and it. i• coMid.e~d thf.t. tria ••• done to hin<Mr 

~ti. Radical•' •l•ction c•cpaign. 

<kl No .. •l>n :ze.h, Canillo p.r.....:llJ' (&tld cm1r <ho head o! 

i:iAio• er of I.he In<•rior Clll.aciAtl.) inatrw:tAd I.loo poliC4 <o 

forbid <h<i pro--ratic -•1.rip aehedulod for \he !ollowlz\g 

d.&1· Und9r th• ••t~• or Aec1on Arf!!1t1na. l(Sjll S,000 ... , 
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••tl.nt.• .. ,.. to be held ~t the count.iy, and thq had 

been Widely advert.teed !or .c:me ti.. Ca•tillo1a anoounced 

r e••on w•e that. tho meeting• coontcted wit.h th• sov•m.""lllnt ' • 

1nt.e!'D4lt1onU pollci•e, alt.hou.t,.ia th• &a!JNlll Court NCtntlt de­

ciu.d t.hat. int•rftE"tne• wit.I) th• ~l•'• ri&"t. or a1.-17 

h unconotitutional. 

II. W.1U'!E O:' l!ti; POU":"ICAL CllISIS 

1 . The Cgn~try;:, t.ive-~A•11C 1 !tl:t 11eglt tor: CO!lttpl O( the SOVtrM.!Jlt• 

Fundwr!tmtal, y the oolitic at.r~tsle in Arge.nt!n. r«volvoe 

arounrS U- ~die Md Conae.rv .1Ye ~1•• ' atte:::iipt.• t.o c:introl 

th• national rovcmMnt.. In i t. pro•t:'lt rom it eta.tee troa 

19)0 rlhen the Cortaerv&tives, ii\ ' r:dlli.l'\17 COU.l, rephced Radical 

Prl.d.dtnt .trlr:GJ"en bJ' Gener&~ Urilr.aru m lnritalled " wccuaian 

o! Co-i1trv•tive govenmentfl' t?°l"('IUgh th• wide p.-...J uae or tlt.c­

tor•l fr&ud. At 'Qr11ent, the Raclical ~y, undoubt tdl..1 the 

•Jor1t7 p&.rty 1n ...t. "'f'OYinct , ha• cftl'ltrol ot t."ie Oiallber 

ot 'Otputih, but th• Sen.a.to. a.n..1 th• E:uwt.i •• 11.re Co.i•tr'Y tive­

coritrol' td. 

h c.ause or the Dece~r 7 tltct.1.ooa 1n Bu.no.a 1.1.r•• il'Orl.nc• 

and ti\• tact tllat tllat prorinco ""1ch h ao h .. rllT 1»7~! atod can 

be dtcieive in the outeo.me ot the 1943 prea1dential el ect1one, the 

?Ut.1 1tru.ggl.e la beo<air..,. ..or• lnt.,ee . The RAdical• would 

"'?'Ob.bl,r rerJ.-_ Ur M onnOel.idn vieto?')' in an honut. elect.ion, 

but Caatil lo ,;.vett evidtnco thAt h• !1 •r1:1po.ril\! to st•&l the 
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elections !or tho Conservatives. 

2. Th! Current crhia centers in a small grou-,, of lel'<ders. 

'lbere i E n<'.> "•ner- , popular •U?P<>rt in either party for 

dras tic action in thf current cr1eie. Ae bas been cited above, 

certain groups are pnpared t o bnc:c Castillo in a coup d 1 eta t , 

but these are principally political and military l et.Cier s wit h 

very little popular following. On the othe.r hand, the forces 

in opposition to C&ctillo, both civilian <.nd mil1t• ry, are 

divided, elthourh they have considerably more. backirlg in the 

general p>pUJ.ation and the important pr ess of Buenos Aires than 

the pro-Castillo croup. Basic•ll,y, therefore , shO'lld there be 

an open break the action li'Ould be or the nature of' a "~ .ace 

revolution". 

COMPLICATIONS m THJ> POLITICAL :?ICTURE 

l. C"etillo 1s rorei<'t\ 1>0licies ar~ unoopular. 

Castillo hae been ?leyin" n v~.., crutious ge.rte 1.· rorei!:Jl 

e.f!e.ir • De•)ite c. prc:>0nder ntly >01ular anti-Axis sentiment, 

he has been extramol.y care£ul. not to o~"cnd the Nezis ~ho ar e 

us1 r /.ri;entina a~ their chief b&se for organizational Md 

propaganda activities 1n South A.'IMlrica. The unpopularity or 

C&atillo ' s foreir;n policies cuta acroee ~arty 11ne6, and ma117 

fellow Conservatives euch as Justo and Culaciati are opposed 

to him on these grounds. 

• 

' ' 

• • 
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SOM or ea .. t.1Uo'• clo•• t &dvia•r• aH a~s F0-11•11•, 

1nc1 udJ.n• Gener Ju111n B. Vollr)~. Senator l'lt.!ae IMac; •a Sorondo• 

and MNluel Pft11co. Th••• advise.rs, alo:i.r with an 1· 'l.u.nt.1&3. 

.v,roup o' At""( l t•d1r•, arc co~vil.ieed t.hat. an A.Xii victory 1• 

lnevit<lblo ond that Argenti'\& should ••t 1ocord1nt.l"1 · T11y 

have h•d a tr~mondoue 1"'1.! uence on Castillo &nd 1\1• Poreirn 

). N~,.\ f)'lp\thi1ert1 1n th• Araed Forces. 

'l'le () ..,,,.. A!'!"C', t.hro>J,";h J.=- 7ear 

sled.on, baa buil t. & l&.r19 .,ut.7 o! ey:i ;.atht:tr 1:. th• Argentine 

J.rv. Ti 111 l\&.1 bMr\ r 1. for:~ b'i" C.rmr: '111."it. r JCC! fl!I 

hu a "1.d.t circ 'lt1an Al*)!\' Arr:q orficar s . Th• ma.1n atrenirth 

oC t ."lia eym .ftt.lty ii tountt 111 thtt Aviation &n.l.. CflVl'ti r)' Cor:>•· 

An IXAMlt O! thia ia !ound in 11n incident at t.110 begin• 

ning or the Chamber or Geputieo Cornnd.ttec lnvoetieation o' 

anti·Ar&•nt ln• aot1vit1... An ettuopt 11a .. de b)' certain 

orticor• to blaclOlail t.he c-.i.tt...e and cli•cro<ilt the Uni~od 

si..t•• · 1'11•• 1r.cluded t.'t• a!ottl!llmtionec. Lt. Col . hrxolW 

d• IL Collna and hi.a aa&iat.Ant, K&jor Jyn S:.!l lyt!n. n..,. 
accuHd t.hNe J.r&e\tin .. an.:! a Brltiab a .ll>Ject o! -"'1n& 1n 

••pion&•• act.1Ylt1•• on behal.t or t: e Unit.ed stat••· Tht 

de\\Ulclation, - t.o the Ge~ Stat!, "" rwopt'Q- roJoet.ad. 
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1 
, •• , 1111. 80110: It 3 d J pt.JI J 6 J. 

tbli accu•era a.re w;ppo1~ t.o be h••'fil.7 1n debt to th• Banco 

GorUnico, ""1oh b cloulJr alliod to I.he Gorwan !llbau1. 

I.. The Radical Part.r EY not. be 1tryrus •nourh to prennt a coup. 

The Radie.al Party baa walcMa1t1 'ldlicb M.1 allct a Conttr­

v&tive or ~AXia coup d•ttat po11iblt . 'lhtlt includtt 

(a) . Lack or Amy eupeort . The >.my has becar.e a atJ"On.g 

factor in national politic• 1n the past ten yea.r1 . '!'ht 

Radical.a cay at the pNttnt t.1.M cou.nt on aa::ie support 

1n t.he Arq • b'.J.t it. doo1 not ha'ff ~ pa..r1.is&na . 

(b) . Lacac of a pop .. 11.ar leader. Tht Radic&la do not have a 

1t.rona popul&r 1e&der behind whoa to ralJ.7, such aa 

Irigoyen waa . Fon:.er preaident, liarcolo Al.VG&?' , pr.sent 

head ot t.he ptt-rt.y, la too old to be very active . 1'111 

oxpla1n1, in part , the rie• or provincial leaders and 

br&nche• or tti.. party ~ch ha• had the t!tect or d.1J•1-

P.!:51.Ut Th\le the traditl~ da::eatlo etru.ul• between Consena.­

t.ivea and R.adic&l1 ii coitpl.icated by 1nttrn&t1onal pr eaaurea 

and a at•rol'lC 11ovMCnt to acraJ) the Conetitution or 1853 atld est&b-

li•h a diot&torehip. Ttii• cove::;ent l\&1 bot.h Coo••rvative and 

llilita.ry b&cld.na, but tor d.1.f!eHnt tnde . Tht 110Vmtent. 11 mot.1-

.. tod par1.l.J' b1 • <leoin •o Ntain 0«>trol or tove.-n• and 

part.17 b7 d.aire t.o e1ta.bl.1sh • ailltar7 41ct.at.or•h.1p. On t.i"A 
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other hand, the Radie.al party i t weakened b7 i.ntemal echi ... 

11nd lack of a st.""'& popular leader, altho\18h it 1e .till tho 

•trongest political party n,_rical.lJ'. 

IV. J.EA.DD'.S AND POSSIBILITIES 

l. JAlita.r:v Adv·enture.re. 

There b8ve already been mentioned in thie r eport th~ namea 

of aever&l military lea.dere Who are engeged in equivocal poli­

tical a ctivitiea. These include llen$nde:, MoliM.1 de U. CollD.tt, 

a.'ld Alvar et.. I:n additi on, ther o Ar4 others not previously cited, 

including Captain LcOn Seas so I for.ncr lllidster or tlte Havy artd 

bead o! the 1"gi0il de !Jayo; General Basilio B. Pertin&, !ome1· 

U1.niater ot W'Ari and Genero.l Ansel Zuloac,a. Chief or Aviation 

at tho time he no caught in tho Septe:ober 23rd incident. 

Those cd.llt.a.ry leadcra have strong !)et3on&l political 

ambitiona, but ctUt.ua.t jealousie.s have prevent ed the:n troa 

e.ftecting & union which wol.11.d aorioucly thr eaten the present 

tona of govenwent. ShoW.d such a union ever be formed, and 

tho a.man Flnbaooy 1e t.%y1ng to do so, it would be -r<mel_y 

dangerous to Hfln'.ispher c de.tense pl.ans bccauee it would be 

frien~' to the Axil powers . 

2. Cytillo 

Ae has be.n eean, there la considerable pr e8sure on 

Cast.Ulo t.o e!te-ct. a c.oup d 1 etat. This would be dontt by 
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t1ndSAg - pr9toxt. t o d111oln th• Parll-t Cid in.Utui. 

a .. p.. b7 d-. -•r, h• -r not ban enough atnngt.b 

• bot.II in hh party and in tho Anq to be able to effect a coup. 
' . 

). 2'ill· 
Accorclin;i t o Dr. !)Qionte Taborda, President Orth 1a well 

moUt'".h, exc•pt for hie crye11ght 1 to rew.c the pre1id.ncy. He 

he.• not Md• thia move, however, becau.11 ot te.a.r that it MT 

force Ca.st.1ll.o int.o a !)Olltic&' or llillt.&r7 &dveotu.rc, wt.th 

4, ~· 

Fonur pruaident. J\usto 1o th• otronseat 1ncll.v1du&l l"d•r 

in tho Arey, and he CM prol>&'bl;· count on the aupport o! tho 

bulk o! the a.r::ied !orceo. Thero is evidence thRt the RAdic.ole 

are !Urting "1th tho idea o! unitin" behind him ae the i .. at. 

ot th• T>C>Hible ....UO. 'lh01 would do thil onlT with th• 

great.eat relu.-ct.ance beaue1 he 1• a Con1•rvat1ve end wae in­

rund in tho repreaaiona and ffl\ldo ~hic;h that party baa 

uted in great oe.asure in the paet ten yea.ra. 

' · Lt Br•t.oq. 
A poooiblo dark horoe in tho political r~ce io Dr. 'lhomaa 

Lo Breton, .. centlJ' returned r..... hh ;>oat. aa Alllb&aaador in 

London. Ho baa been abaont tr- Ar..,tina in tho dipl-tlc 

oenico tor - yura and h t.Mrotoro ,.latlwl;r lll>knolon in 
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th• cocat17. Honnr, t.b•n h&a been e..U.rable polltJ.cal 

connr .. tioa - po.rt.7 1..-a dno• b• -..mod llld b• -

bo toad occqtol>b to a '"'1cm of ant.i-cuullo r..-.. 
• 
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Interviews with: 

Dr. Raul Damonte Taborda 

• Dr. Hugo Fenwndes Artucio 

Dr . Alfredo Ketraux 

M. I. D. Reports 

O. N. I. Reports 

state Deoartment Despatches 
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COORDINATOR OF IN FORMATION 
Wf.SHINGTON, 0. C. 

December 17, 1941. 6:00 P.M. 

1.!E!..'ORANDUU for 'nle President: 

• 'nle attached is a memorandum sent 
to me by t he Brit ish who are in charge of 
South American activities. 

~~ 

\ 
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NOTE ON ARGENTINA 

A· CASTil.LO has declared a state of siege, thus 
acquiring dictatorial powers at a convenient 
moment before the forthcoming election. There 
is no time lillit set for the ass11111ption of 
these powers, which incl ude the suspension of 
all Constitutional guarantees, such as the 
right of free meeting and free speech. 

B. The backing of public opinion for the recent 
Parliamentary investigation into Axis activities 
in the Argentina makes it clear that no such step 
as outlined in "A" was necessary to take action 
against these activities by normal legal ~· 

Q. It is certain that CASTil.LO gave as an excuse to 
take over personal control, and in his own words, 
to suppress •tendentious propaganda.• 

This creation of a dictatorship in Argentina is a 
grave warning of things to come, and the result can 
only benefit our enemies and harm our friends • 



COORDINATOR or INFOl'IMATION 
WASHINOTON., D C 

Dee•ber 17, 1941. 
6:00 P.ll. 

llEl«llW!DlJll for The President. 

le have obtained, through confidential 

sources , a photostatic oopy of 'LllFl'XRIEGFUDlRUlO'.l', 

(AERIAL WARFARE). I havo had it translated for the 

Air Corps an:i far Naval Aviation. It is a lengthy 

doc..,.,nt, but there are certain par11Qapha in it 

which I think you aigbt be intorestAd in reading. 

These paragraphs relate to t.he :ianner of moc!ern air 

ll'llrfare ao:i illdicsta th• Mthocla pursued ~ the Geruns. 

If you think you would want ~o look at these, :.: will 

aark theo sen:! thaa over to you. 

• 
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