No. 423
April 17, 1942

6:00 P.M.
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDERT:
FROM: William J. Donovan

I asked Vilhjalmur Etefansson to prepare & memoTaD-
dum for me on the Aleutian Islands, and thought you might be
interested in loocking at it. Also incluoded 1s o memorandum
on the weather and ice in the Bering Bea.




April 19, 1942
No. 423
6:00 P.M.

MEMORANDUM FOR_THE PRESIDENT:
FROM: William J. Donovan

I heard todu' that there is a rather interesting
development among the German and Austrian soclalists in
this country. Apparently the Austrian socialists for the
first time have agreed upon a declarstion abandoning the
idea of s unlon with Germany, and the German socialists
in exile are considering a declaration that they did not
favor retention of territory taken by the Nazis,




No. 424

April 19, 1942
6:00 P.M.

FROM: William J. Donoven

At a dinner the other night at the Enickerbocker
Club in New York, Sir Girja Bajpai spoke. He talked
for en hour and a half extemporaneously. As reported
he is & fluent speaker, using colorful and precise
English. The guests clearly showed their approval
of the speaker.

Sir Girja contended that "the jewel Japan seeks
for its diadem is India, not Australia."™ An Indian
campaign is militarily more feasible India may be
reached both by land and by seas, Australia only by
seg. The lines of communication to Australia are
longer and far more difficult to maintain than between
Japan and India. However much impaired, there is still
an American fleet in the Pacific. This fleet makes
vulnerable the Australis routes, much less vulnerable



=2-

the Indian routes. The United Netions etill have less
bages from which they can raid the Australisn route.
Japan has not got the Philippines. There are other
bases. To India the route is clear, an inside route,
eagy to maintain,

India has what Japan wants. India has three-fourths
of the reserve of iron ore the United States has. Indian
ore is richer. India has a steel industry. Its output
exceeds & million tons & year. It has the mica of the
world. India has man power, both for armies and for
markets,

The treasured parts of India are the most accessible
to the Japanese. The iron deposits are within two
hundred miles of Calcutta. The steel industry is still
nearer. The topography favorse invasion. The treasured
parts are plaine rather than mountains, covered with
roads and railways.

In Auetralie there is not the weslth of materials
or the reserve of man power. There is not a race accus-
tomed to foreign rule. The desirable part of Australia
ie the most distant and the most difficult to conquer.
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8ir Girja discussed the Crippe mission. His
opinion was that the offer was made two years too
late. Had it been made two years earlier it would
have been accepted. The basic reasona for ﬂ;; re-
jection were.

1. Indian leaders did not want at this
time to assume & responsibility for war and
its consequences. Wars are unpopular, especially
a war fought under the conditions now prevalent
in India. They desired to let the British carry
this burden.

2. India can gain more from the British by
delaying. The British will offer so much now
with the Japenese in Burma. They will offer
more when the Japanese reach India.

The rejection of the Cripps offer will not mater-
ially affect the course of Indian resietance. The
Moslems will fight. The Hindus will neither welcome
nor bow to the Japanese. Indians know too well the
record of the Japanese in Formosa, Korea and China to
be deceived by the Japenese, no matter what their

propaganda is.
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There is no fifth column in India. Indians will
not follow the pattern of the Burmese. The only real
inroads made by the Japanese are not in India but in
Afghanistan, There the tribes are actively with the
Japanese.

The outcome of a Jap invasion is conjectural.
The strength of the Chinese in their resistance to
Japan is the weakness of India. Lack of railways is
the weaknese of India. Lack of roads and railways is
the stumbling block for the Japanese in China. India
has railways and roads.

India has 1,500,000 soldiers partially trained.
She hag & million trained troops, excluding troops on
duty from Libya to India. The white troops do not
nunber over two divisions. Readily accessible man
power is obtainable in India. The problem is equipment.
The number of tanks is wholly inadequate. The same
may be said ams to airplanes. There are more British
than American airplanes in India.

8ir Girja spoke enthusiastically in his endorse-
ment of General Wavell, Because of the terrain and of
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means of transportation, India should have a mobile army
supported by sdequate airpower. OGeneral Wavell is fully
cognizant of this problem, and is heartilly in accord
with this type of defense.
The Bay of Bengal is mow a Japanese sea. Sir
Girja was worried concerning the fate of Madagascar.
India needs fighting planes, These planes, in his
judgment, could not be flown to India at present, because
of the lack of adequate air fields.
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April 20, 1942

On Friday April 17 the following two tele-
grams were sent by Henri-Haye to Vichy:

ONE: "lLa presse de ce matin n'a pas ete
aussi violente qu'on pouvait le craindre. En annoncant
a sa conference de presse, le rappel de 1'Amiral Leashy
a Washington, pour consultation, M. Sumner Welles a eu
soin de preciser que ce rappel ne constituait pes une
rupture des relations diplomatiques mais etait le breche
la plus serieuse qui ait jemais ete faite dans les
relations entre les deux pays depuis cent-cinguante ans.

: "J'ai eu une tres longue entrevue avec M. William
Bullitt qui est considere ici comme un des conseillers du
President. J'ai emporte de cette conversation, la
certitude que 1'ancien Ambassedeur s Peris svait formelle-
ment conseille la rupture complete avec notre pays. Je
crois avoir ete assez heureux pour le convaincre q:;l‘ il
convenait, avant de porter un jugement definitif sur
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1taction politique de Votre Excellence, d'attendre les
declarations et les actes du nouveau Gouvernment francais.®
TWO: "De nnﬁhrh'muu depeches d'Agences de
presse ont repandu 1n' nouvelle que les forces aeriennes,
les forces de terre et les forces de mer francaises etaient
placees sous le commandement de 1'Amiral Darlan, celui-ci
ne dependant que de l'autorite du Marechal Petain.
"La nouvelle aingi presentee ayant donne lieu
a de tres nombreux commentaires, j'attacherais du prix
a ce que Votre Excellence voulut bien me donner des
precisions sur 1'etendue et la portee du commandement donne
2 1'Amrial Darlan,"®




No. 425
April 20, 1942
12:00 Noon

UEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
From: William J. Donovan

The following is a summery from the weekly French
directive of PWE.

1. Pundamental Objectives.

&, To hinder use of French economic resources
by the enemy and to demoralize the German civil and military
forces of occupation.

b. To convince the French people, especially
those in the unoccupied zone that the Vichy Government cannot
be considered an independent sovereign power representing France
itself. The Germans foster its existence because they know
they can make 1t do what they want in the last resort.

2. Problems, It must be born in mind: First,
With the return of Laval the end of the ?&chw regime as we

®

have known it seems apparent.
_ &, Laval will probably go slowly, at the beginning
refraining from such startling concessions to Germany as handing
over the French fleet or Mediterranean bases.
b. At the start he will probably concentrate
most of his attention on improving the French internal situation,
liquidating his most dangerous opponents in some way or other and

strengthening police precautions.
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¢. We may expect him to obtaln some German con-
cessions to cover his activities on thelr behalf. He may wuli
obtain some relief of occcupation costs and the return or
conditional release of some prisoners, in order to show the re- ;
lation:.h;twaan France and Germany in a new light.
d. Laval will not want necessarily to sever

diplomatic relations with America. Bear in mind that he considers

L

he 1s popular in America. He has family connections in America.
Keeping France quiet during the spring campaigns and putting
French econcmic resources and manpower at Germany's service is his
immediate business.

e. Though lacking any sense of financlal or
political morality, nevertheless Laval brings to his task great
skill in political msneuver and negotiation and great experience.
His profound conviction that he 1s more than a match for anybody
is his.principhl weakness. ASs a result hé is a bad judge of
publie opinien.

f. Laval is fully aware that the new regime is
against French public opinion. Therefore, he is ready to
asverride public opinien, but will do utmost to avold clash.

g. Laval is preferred to Darlan by the CGermans,
because Darlan's usefulness as a politician has been outlived.

Second. Strong measures to insure public order in
Paris have been taken by CGermany. Von Waldeck's presence, not yet
gonfirmed, is an indication that strong ropressive measures will

be taken to keep Paris gquiet if necessary.
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: Ihird, The wheat situation in France is becoming

extremely serious. One of the main points of Viehy propaganda
has been to persuade the peasants to hand over their wheat stocks.

3. Personalities.
Patain, H- should still not be attacked directly.

He has been completely uut-unﬂt.}varad and too weak to resist.
He no longer controls France.-

Laval. The name Laval should as far as possible
take the place of the name of Vichy, which should be named "the
government of Laval." The distinction between Laval and the
French people should be deepened.

Darlan, Desp;tﬁ his concessions he has failed to
pacify France's German masters. Do not assume that he desires
to hand over the French fleet to the Germans.

Dentz = The wan who surrendered Paris, tried to
surrender Viehy and then did not hesitate to shed Allied and French
blood for the Germans.

Pacheu. He has been cut-maneuversd in his bid
for power by police control by Laval. Do not gpare Pecheu insofar
as he invented the present French police system which has suppressed
and muzzled the French paniﬂlu.

Deat. Used by Laval as the apostle of the German new
order in France. Is not corrupt or venal but a Nazi and pro-German
of conviction.

Doriot. Would-be leader of NHazified France. The man
who wore the swastikas and the German uniform.
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Benoist-Mechin., Treat with contempt as the ereature
of the Cermans and the lackey of “aval.
4. France and Vichy. Toward the situation our
attitude must to a large extent be governed by that of the

American government. Do not anticipate on any account what
these reactions may be. Press comment of Amerieca should ba
used to the full. Bear in mind that to resist Laval's
accession is a challenge.

5. French merchent marine. With the advent of
Laval, Germany's plan for the exploitation of the French
merchant fleet with the hope of provoking & major clash
between the French and British fleets now becomes more
dangerous than any time before.




No. 426
April 20, 1942
12:00 Noon

FROM: William J. Donovan

The following is from the British Political Warfare - )
Executive Weekly Directive.
1. German home front appreciation:
a. (Oerman home propaganda.

CGerman mind has been centered on potatoes, ration,
eall-up and RAF offensive, since once again there 18 nothing but
expeetatign in Russia and remote Far Bastern news to relieve ten-
sion. Appearing now are the first real evidences of the moral
effect of the bombinge. Their mejor worry 1s the ratlon cut and
potato shortage, explanations of which are continuing. German
Propaganda, true to its tradition of attack, is trying to divert
attention from man p&nr erisie by attacks on "Forms of Bureaucracy".

b. Treatment of news.

In the coming offensive, delayed only by thaw, eon-
I'ident expectation 15 expressed. The Malta raids are emphasized.
Stress on Cripps failure in India. The Mediterranean is still
important. Bhipping sinkings mre even more important. Emphasis
on "discomfiture of megalomanisc Roosevelt™ is snother important
line.

2. Btrategy pointsi
a. General Ppleture.

Our picture, once again, is of Germany preparing

last effort to break out of Anglo-Russian net., Russia and Britain
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share the chief responsibility for strategy against Germany,
and America is responsible for that against Japan.

b. Malta and Mediterranean remain serious major
diversion. In describing Britains part in Anglo-Russian strategy,
stress that Northern route i1s now such a menace that Hitler has
been foreed to organize major Air-Naval effort to try to interrupt
it.

¢. Wherever possible, German manpower crisis should
be repeated in the news.

d. Commandos and RAF are holdirg down men and egquip-
ment vitally needed in Russia. The RAF offensive is systematic
attack on German war machine, both inside and ocutside Reich.

€. Use the French erisis to illustrate:

l. Bhortage of manpower.
2. OQGermany's fear of intervention in the west.
As part of combined strategy designed to push
Uermany's manpower orisis, resistance in occoupled territories
ghould be angled. We can now leave the 1917 and use the 1918
Spring parallel.
3. HNaval points:

a. Indicate fortheoming action in the Baltiec and
the Black Sea, by the Russians.

b. Reiterate that German subs have been frightened
off the vital Atlantie routes between America and Britein and
between 8. Afriea and Britain.

Ly Military polnts:
a. Libya. Rommel is faced ﬂﬂf a time problem.
b. Yugoslavia. Diverslon of German Allled forces
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should be‘:mum.

] ¢. Russla. Local Russian attacks preventing neces-
sary German withdrawals, mud notwithstanding.

5. Talks and features.

’ Stop all good-humored, easy stuff and generalities
about heroism, freedom ete. and present information toughly.

Our talks should be suited to the severity of internsl German
tension.
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No. 427
April 20, 1942
6:00 P.M.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

FROM: William J. Donovan

I thought that you would want to read a brief sum-
mary of & report made by Lt. Col. Clear and also Col. Brink.
Clear wes a man whom we took over from the Army to make a
survey for our 8.I.5. and 5.0. operations in the Fer East.

Lt. Col, Warren J, Clear

Lt. Col. Clear went to the Far East in July, 1841
on & confidentisl mission. He spent two months with Air
Marshsl Sir Brooke-Popham in Singspore, visited Thailand
and French Indo-China, traversed the Netherlands East In-
dies to Timor and the Moluccas, arriving ultimastely at
Bataan in Luzon. He left Bataan, about a week before Gen-
eral MacArthur, and has just returned to this country af-
ter covering about 45,000 miles.

Hative Disaffection in the Far Esst

His most general politicel observation was the dis-
affection to the cause of the United Nations on the part of
all the native populations of the Far East, from India
through Burma, Indo-China and Malaya. This he attributed
in large measure to the pressure of the Allied blockade which
had deprived the native of his cheap cotton clothes, his
cheap shoes, and canned goods. His average income of about
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§5.00 per year could scarcely scquire these articles, and
now their price 1s prohibitive.

The Japansse, realizing the effectiveness of psy-
choleglieal warfare, have skillfully turned native resent-,
ment against first the United States, second Great Britaih.
A Japanese general in Bangkok told Col. Clear that Hitler's
"Hew Order®™ was winning the war in Europe and that Japan's
"Co-Prosperlity Ephere” would win the wer in Asia. The Jap-

anese enforce their propagands by the two-edged weapon of
inducement snd terror. In Borneo and SBarawak they permit-
ted natives to loot and occupy Dutch houses while the Iuteh
were being imprisoned or killed, amd they razed Pensng to
the ground as an object-lesson to the native on the pemal-
ties of resistance.

The Japanese had also perfected the technigues of
economic pemetration. In Thailend they extracted a loan
of about $11,000,000, the larger portlon of which they used
to purchase native rice. The Japanese had Thailand com-
pletely at thelr meroy.

During twe months in Singapore, Col. Clear saw Wing
Commender Darval and Air Marshal Sir Brooke-Pophem and studied
the defenses of Malaya. Popham agreed with Col. Clear's es-
timate that the British had too few troops for adequate de-
fense, although Popham's earlier estimate had been more
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optimistic,

The cempaign proved that linesr defense egainst mod-
ern tactics is inadequate. The British had assumed that
their flanks on the two comsts wers sufficiently protected
by swamps too deep to swim and too shallow for boats. But
the razing of Penang permitted the passage of Japanese boats
by night behind the British flanks, and Japanese swam ashore
ejuipped with individual inflatable belts and canvas paddles
worked by the legs. Japanese deception, speed and intensive
use of light automatic weapons outmaneuvered the British
consistently. The trench mortar, instead of the heavier
field plece, was a particulerly effective weapon in all
the Japanese campaigns. The individual Japanese soldier
as "a single atom of force" was caspable of meintaining him-
self for as much as. two weeks. With his 25 pound tommy-gun
he could carry three times ms much ammunition as s British
soldier and food for five days which he could supplement
by forage or shooting dogs. They were resourceful scldiers,
the equal of American infantry in physical toughness and
training. fn facing them, "cha British were both mentally
and physically road-bound Lau.u.n of the sheer welght of
their impedimentsa and field guns.

Ihe Battle of Bataan.

The outbreak of war caught OGeneral MecArthur's newly

formed army in the process of organization. Some of the
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new Filipino divisions were actually in the process of induction.
They broke badly under the initial Japanese attacks after the
landings at Lingayen, and the northern army was pushed rapidly
back. When the Japanese forces pushed m_:-tl; from the landing
at Legaspl in the south, MacArthur had nolnptinn but to declare
Manila an open city and retire his small army to Bataan in
accordance with plans made years ago.

The backbone of the defense was provided by 12 2000
Filipino scouts and the American force of 10,000. The main
elements in the American force were the 3lst Infantry 3 B
provisional regiment of sailors, and a provisional regiment of
Air Force converted into Infantry. It was expected that the
main defense line could be held for three or four months—-until
food gave out or the line was flanked by sea. Actually, a
line forward of the main line was held for a considerable
period, Although the new Filipino divisions developed fighting
ebility in the Bataan area, the Japanese punched holes in their
lines in night attacks, and the Filipino scouts and American
forces had to be thrown in to reestablish the line. The attempt
to hold the forward line would in the long run use up the
backbone of the army and an orderly withdrawal to the main line
of resistance was therefore executed, with the loss of only two
155 pound guns which could not be got through the SWAMDS .
There was no Japanese attack on the new line until it had been
effectively consolidated three days after the retirement.
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The most effective weapon of the Japanese is the
90 mm. trench mortar, which is sasily portable and fires a
destructive shell. The American forces had some 81 mm. guns
but the ammunition was in Cebu. Colonel Clear recommended
the use of both 90 mm. mortars and 75 mm. howitzers for
equipment of forces in Australia.

The Japanese have developed the art of pursult to a
fine point, picking up the weapons of their enemy on the way
in the certainty of eventually picking up the necessary ammunitien
for it., They use their own ammunition until it is gone and then
have avallable thelr enemy's stock. In the same way they tow
captured field artillery for days until their planes spot
ammunition dumps to supply them. They earry extra distributors
and tires for abandoned trucks. Their armies in Malaya, Java,
and luzon seem well trained in the utilization of enemy material.

Their coordination of air and land forces is superhb,
and they .!;re thinidng way ahead of their enemles in this respect.
Both in Malaya and in Luzon they easily knocked out the few
airfields from which plares ¢ould operate, and so immobilized the
air power of their enemies. Once they had conquered Manila, °
they developed fifty landing strips separated by a few miles
in that ares, and fifty wore in the area of Clark Flield to
provide the proper dispersal of their planes and equipment. A
captured Japanese aviator emphasized the contrast when he said

that his experience bombing the American fields had been "delightfuln.

If he missed the field he was certain to hit & hangar or a repair

shop.
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Lolonel Brink

Colonel Brink went to the Far Past as United States
Army observer and reported in February, 1940, to British
Headquarters in Singapore. He remained there in contaet with
Admiral Layton and Air Marshall Sir Brooke-Popham, and later
with General Wavell through the Malaya Campaign. With the
disastrous conclusion of that cagpalgn, Wavell took him to
Java as a member of his staff in charge of war plans,
specifically to devise plans for a counteroffensive. With
the fall of Java, command was left to the Duteh and Colonel
Brink with other Americen officers of his staff got the last
boat from a Japanese Harbor which was destroyed the next day.
The ship's beilers blew up but a British eruiser got it
safely to port in India.

Colonel Brink then visited the Burma "front", He
sald "It takes two opposing forces to make & front" but since
he eould never find the Jap lines, the term was used figuratively.
He visited General Cowan's l4th Division of the 5th Army, whose
sk1llful plans to ambush a Japanese force were frustrated by
the treachery of a Burmese division. The Burmese were
supposed to be part of the ambush, but when the time came to
attack, refused, and later joined the Japanese. Subsequently
he went inte the Bouth Shan States to visit the éth Chiness
Army of 26,000--composed of three divisions of about 7,000
men each plus about 6,000 so-called "army troops." He left
the Burmz front to return to the United States only recently.
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Ine Campalign in Malaya

Colonel Brink scouted the theories of the "Honday
morning quarterbacks" that there had been lack of energy and
morale in the British military defense of Malaya., A small
British Torce, without adequate air power, hampered by the
lathn;-gy ’ur the civilian government, fought doggedly and
desperately to the end sgainst superior forces, superior
tactics and coordination, and against Japanese command of
the air, all aided by effective 5th column activity.

The British Commander had asked for three army
corps and got three weak divisions. He asked for 556 planes
and got 200, of which 50 never left the ground and 75 only
were fighters. The fighters were "Sears-Roebuck" Buffaloes,
handled with heroism but futility by British aviators, and
hopelessly ocutclassed by Japanese Zeros and 97's. The Blenheim
bombers were helpless without firhter protection as were the
J"Prince of Wales and Repulse" whieh ventured against Japanese
air power with the protectien of a single P.B.Y. patrol p.'u.na:
Tnis was the protectionthat the “aval Command asked for when
they were approached on the subject by the Air Command. The
*British in' two years of fighting had not learned the lesson |
of vulnerability of battle ships to air power when they did
not have sufficient air protection for themselves. The Duteh
gave all they had to spare by sending four squadrons of planes
to Malaya, but it was not enough and they were all destroyed. Two




-8-

of their squadrons in Palembang also did good work before
their destruction and Dutch contribution of naval force was
likewise effective within limits of 1ts strength. The Dutch
are smart fighters.

Japanese alr power was overwhelming and it was
aiﬁad both by 5th column activity and by the lethargy of
the eivil government. The government did nothing to establish
an effective air raid warning system until a military test
by four old Blenheims caught every British fighter on the
Eround. Popham insisted on an adequate observer system
and secured great improvement. Yet there was treachery
in the system and 5th columnists developed a signalling
system to aid the Japanese flyers. The Japanese were guided
down the west coast at night to Singapore by lights and in
Singapore itself a light guided them to strategic points in the
defense area. A Japanese radioc station operated to the very
end at Singapore, and though the code was solved, the station
was never located daapi?a the use of direction finders and
employment of a regiment ©f soldlers with 100 boats. With
such assistance and with the aid of perfect radio communication
between the Japanese air and land forces, Japanese air power
wag invineible., In & visit to the Australian General Gordon
Bennett at the front, Colonel Brink saw 500 cars and trucks
bombed off the road in a 100 mile stretech.

against Japanese resources, the British could only
muster from 40,000 to 50,000 men after the losses sustained
in the Malayan battle for the final defense of Eingapore
and not the 85,000 that was commonly reported. The army
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fought hard, but its severe casualties during the retreat
broke down the entire command structure, so that it arrived
in Singapore a disorganized mass. One unit, the Argyles
and Southern Highlanders, B850 strong when it }irst made centact
with the Japanese at the border, was rnduclé‘pc 90 men and two
officers during its 500 mile retreat and ultimately to 45 men and
one officer when it entered Singapore. Aanchesters, East Surreys,
and Ghurkas lost about 50% of their effectives. Under these
elrcumstances demolition of bridges was not effectively carried
out and the causeway to Singapore Island was not blown up,
except for a few holes easily repaired. An Indian officer
cut off behind the Japanese lines ultimately turned up in
Singapore with the report that the Japanese had found many
bridges intact behind the retreating British forces. In one
case where a bridge had been completely destroyed, the Japunese
repaired it in a day and crossed it in time to surprise and
destroy an entire British artillery regiment. All the way
irto Singapore it was the same story of resourceful Japanese
forces hitting hard and fast simultaneously at front and flank,
employing surprise and perfect coordination between units by
radio air-ground communication.

Much of the British plight was due to their faulty
strategic conceptions, but probably even more to the faillure of
the civilian government to perform its proper funupluns of

preparing organized positions for the Army to retire to. The
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faulty :nrntégiu conceptions were illu;traﬁad by the elaborate
defenses at <ersing in the northeast where pill boxes and
barbed wire were supposed to trap Japanese forces as they
landed., The Japanese characteristically came in behind Wersing
defenses and the British had provided no "switch-positionsm,
but even more serious was the failure of the civilian government
to elear fields and prepare trenches to serve as defenses for
the retreating Army.

It was the same story with the railways. 80% of
the engineers quit their jJob and roughly 50% of the lesser
railway officials, leaving a top echelon of railway executives
and a very few men below. 4pst of the operating personnel
which quit were native, although the native Chinese proved
to be & loyal and faithful element both in the air raid
protection organization and on the raliways. The failure of
the civilian government to deal with this native problem
was the occaslon for Colonel Brink's remark "you can't win the
war with slaves." #nother important symbol of British civilian
failure was the refusal in London to permit the cutting down
of rubber t;aaa which provided magnificent cover for Japanese
infantry and a perfect haven for Japanese snipers. In the
face of eivilian failure, the British Army had no organized
positions ready to sustain them and their lines were flanked and
infiltrated by Japanese all the way to Singapore.
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In Singapore it was the same story. The civilian
government had only belatedly prepared slift-trenches for
shelter for the eivilian population. The work was not begun
until bombings had actually ceccurred. Duff Cooper arrived
from England to stir the local government into action and
he restored & modified form of martial law with beneficial
effects. Yet the pupul;tian of Bingapore contimued to act
as if there was no war and there occurred between 5,000 and
10,000 ecivilian casualties.

It was not surprising that the disorganized mass
of the Allies when they arrived in Singapore were unable
to stem the Japanese advences. Australians on the west of
the island, British end India on the east were still driven
back behind the last reserveir of water and there was literally
no water available for the large local population or for the army.
A gEroup of Australians ripped off their identification tags
and commandeered cne of last ships to get away. The fact that
Australians who had proved themselves among the finest troops
of the country during this war could be disorganized to this
extent was eloguent testimony to the complete breakdown of
the command structure in the Army.

Elans for a Counteroffensive

In Java Colonel Brink worked out plans for a counter-
offensive which were approved by General Wavell. They provided
secondary actlion from Australia and from Java, if possible,
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but mainly an offensive from Burma to destroy Japanese .
control in Indo-China. The advantages of the plan were ohiufiy
1ts.1ndapundancu of overseas communication and the complete
protection of the land and air routes required for supply.
The offensive was to utilize primarily Chinese troops to
advance from Yunndn o Hanoi and also from Burma. The Chinese
were willing but the British refused to permit Chinese troops
te enter Burma.
Ihe Burmese Campaign

Colonel Brink painted a discouraging plcture of the
British situation in Burma. The Sritish suffered a serious
reverse in Sit-taung losing 50% of their 17th Division. Scme
three brigades were fighting an effective rear guard action on
the east bank of the Sit-taung when a British engineer blew
up the bridge behind them. Many were drowned crossing the

river and all aquipmeut wag left behind.

The native Burmese are aiding the Japanese Army. Thay
desire indapendanca and they are meat for Japanese propaganda.
The Japanese supply thes with money and they have formed a "Free
Burmese" Army to fight the British. :

‘The only hope for the Burmese situation iz Amariyan
air power both for combat and for communicntiun.‘ﬂnn;num has
been eliminated as a port of entry and the Lashio railhead is
now being bombed. The Japanese made a dnvaaé;ting attack on
the American volunteer group airdrome at Magive hitting practically
every plane, every gas supply tank, and every mschine shop because
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of the numerical superiority of Jap air power in Burma.
The volunteer group get only three of its planes away.
Of 120 Hurricanes sent out by the British, 109 have been
destroyed. Yet Colonel Brink came away with the feeling
that the American volunteer group if adequately supplied
and reinforced could help turn the tide. Having discounted in
advance the publicity they have received, he reported that
they are virtually a group of supermen with the spirit ¥
ingenuity, efficiency, and cooperation of a college team.
Their commander, Chennault, he described as one of the finest
leaders of men he had ever seen. The AVG have shot down some
200 Japanese planes of all types for loss of only two or three
of thelr own. Admiration of the RAF for the AVO knows no
bounds and one RAF officer deseribed with pride the spectacle
of the AVG squadron climbing into the clouds to attack a
Japanese bombing sguadron sbove and shortly after the spectacle
of six Japanese bombers fluttering down out of the clouds.

The only hope for both Burma and India in the opinion of
Colonel Brink is American power and particularly air power. He
described the British as beaten and grogey, slow to adapt to
the new conditions of warfare. He felt that they had not yet
learned the lessons of air power and predicted further loss
of British ships through lack of air protection. He said it's
‘up to the United States and there 1s only about a month to Eo
in Burma. J
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April 20, 1942
6:00 P.M.

RANDOM FOR TEE PRESIDENT
FROM: Williem J, Domoven
I think that you would went to be advised of the

following:

Arrengements are being made to facilitate the re-
turn to China of the Reverend Pather Charles L. Meeus,
who, it is believed, can render a public service in
strengthening Chinese confidence in the United States.
Father Meeus was born & Belgian. After a mumber of
years of missionary work in China, he became a Chinese
citizen. He speaks excellent Chinese, and more than ocnee

has been called upon by the Chinese government to perform
morale work emong the Chinese people,

Twice before, in 1937 and 1939, Pather Yeeus has
vieited the United Stetes on unofficial goodwill miseioas.
He proposes, upon returning to China, to carry to the
Chinese a picture of the United Stetes which will incresse
their confidence that this country will remsin in the war
to the finish, and with China and its other associates,
defeat the Axis powers.

The following is en excerpt contained in a letter
which we have just received from Father Meeus:
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"As regerds the trip itself and the pictures of the
United States I intend to present im Chungking, here are
the decizions we have teken: :

"l. I mecept with gratitude the necessary priori-
ties that you will provide me with for meeommodation on
ships, plenes, and other meens of communicetions for
which your office will bock me on this trip to Chungking.

"2. I shall pay myself all the expenses of such &
trip, ineluding fare, meals and sundries, expecting you to
bill me for the booking of my passage.

"3. TYour office will provide me with the facts that
you wish China to be mcquainted with through myself in
Chungking.

"4. The sponsor of my trip and of the work I shell
aceomplish in Chine for mutusl gpodwill between Chins and
America will be the Catholic Church, through Bishop Bernard
J. Sheil.”
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April 20, 1
6:00 P.H.w

I think you should be sdvieed of 'the attached
informetion at once which we have received from
our man in Tangier.

I have previously informed you of Lt. Colonel
Eddy's activities in Nerth Africa. Eddy is a
Marine officer, s former Brigade Intelligence
officer, and more recently President of Hobart
College. His reports have indiceted that the
situation in French Morocco is becoming hourly
more critical. He believes, as do others with
whom he 1s in touch, that we have meny friends
among certain groupe there, and those friends
have asked for support in the form of money and
war material. . '

Murphy of the State Depertment is working
clogely with Eddy. This whole matter has been
placed before the Joint Chiefs of Staff with a
full exposition of the situation.




Eoon the German military and nawval attaches
and staff will arrive in Tangler. German Admiral
Canaris is en route to Tangier on a secret mission.
He will remain concealed in the consulate here and
will be incognito. This week Herr Ried, the German
Minister who will succeed Consul Noehring, is ar-
riving. Other recent arrivale in Tangier are
Roederer who errived April 15th and wee met at the
eirport with ceremony, and Max Franz Bach, fourth
Gestapo paymaster, who arrived February 24th. Two
Gestapo agents have arrived from Moroc for the
specific purpose of watching Americans in Tangier.

' Tomorrow six Germsn egents are arriving by plane.
Axis plots to attack members of our Legation have
be;au intercepted here by reliable sources.
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April 20, 1942
6:00 P. M.

FROM: William J. Donovan

According to information received from the British
Political Warfare Executive:

(a) Mussolini has been forced to request an imme-
diate loan of wheat from Humgary. This is to be repaid
in kind at the earliest possible moment.

(b) It is plainly indicated by Laval's proclaimed
intention to maintain the French Empire intact that, so
far as the Mediterranean is concerned, there will be a
maneuver to exploit Italy's difficulties in order to
eatablish Laval's poait.iun with the people of France.
Note that for three days after Laval's return to power
the Rome radio refrained from mentioning him.

(e) It is evidently believed by certain strategists
that Laval's return to power is a move by Hitler to
secure the western flank before launching any counter-
offensive against Russia. It is thought that while
exacting from France the greatest possible degree of
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collaboration, he is imposing upon Mussolini amother
postponement of the territorial claims for which Italy
is supposed to have gone to war.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
FROM: William J. Donovan

Upon a report that may be considered as good, but
not to be relied on in every respect, the following would
Appear:

A. QERMAN ESPTONAGE ACTIVITIES IN PORTUGAL

The head of the German esplomage organization in
Portugal is Albert von Earsthof of the German Legation..
His agents cross the Spanish frontier both legally and
illegally. He has a network of spies throughout North
and Scuth America and the Portuguese Colonies, who com-
municate with Germamy through Lisbon by wireless, secret
ink and mierophotography, while thelr courlers regularly
use Portuguese post boxes (the names and addresses of these
are available).

Working under von Earsthof is Fritz Cramer, also
of the German Legation, in regular contact with German
agents from Tengler, Parls, Madrid and slsewhere.

Both von Earsthof and Cramer maintain direct touch
with agents in the United Kingdom and in the United Etates.
Among these agents are Erno Fulelki, a Hungarian citizen,
and Cornelius Woult, a Dutch national (who was found at
Bermuda in possession of a wireless transmitter). Another
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agent is Otto Merckl, who, unlike von Earsthof and Cramer,
does not possess any diplomatic cover. He is imown to have
sent agents to the United Eingdom.

Apart from thess gemeral setivities, von Earsthof
is known to have subormed Portuguese citizens in the Col-
onles to report on internal political affairs. Under his
direction, movements of Portuguese troops and transports
are regularly reported by clandestins methods.

A1l these activities are organized under the gen-
eral direction of von Earsthof. There is, however, another
organization working independently in Portugal and report-
ing on internal Portuguese affairs direct to Himmler. This
organization has sufficient ramifications to be able to re-
port conversations between the President of the Council amd
the British Ambassador. There is also evidence that it has
been engaged in a conspiracy against the Brazilisn Govern-
mant, in assoclation with Salgedo and others, the negotia-
tions being carried out on Portuguese soil.

B.

These activities are mainly directed to esplonage
against British and Allied Bhipping.

The director of these activities is Hans Bendixonm,
who regularly reports on shipping movements, both those of
Atlantic convoys and those of ships in Portuguese waters.
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His reports are transmitted direct to the headguarters in
France of the Luftwaffe, which takes immediate offensive ac-
tion. Allled shipping losses im the sastern Atlantic have
been traced to this reporting service.

Bendixon, who is frequently in Madrid, has as his
principal local agemt in Portugal one Euno Weltsien. The
latter is a partmer in the firm of Cudell & Weltzien, Ltda.,
Erupp's agents in Portugel. Weltzlen has an extensive net
of agents through whom he operates, including such Portu-
guese nationals as Mario Esteves Schumann, Candido Lacombe
Raposo, eamd Carlos Santos, all of Lisbon. These men have
the task of recruiting agents and dbteining reports from
them in ships and in Portuguese Colonles. Thelr activities
are directed against British shipping. _

C. GQERMAN SAPOTAGE ORGANIZATION IN PORTUGAL

For the past nine months, Lieut. Colonel Hans Joachim
Hudolph, head of the German sabotage organization in the
Iberian Peninsula, has been directing operations on Fortu-
guese soll ageinst Allied shipping. He has recently re-
ceived instructions to intensify sabotage activities in
Portugal.

One of the primary activities of this organization
is the endeavor to place bombe on British and Allied ships
and for this purpose there are known to have been persistent
attempts (which continue) to bribe Fortuguege stevedores to
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engage in this work. '

It 1s known that Lieut. Colonel Rudolph amd his or-
ganization are directly responsible for the loss of the
E. 8. "Greihead" off !Il?.lll; and of the trawler "Erin"
in Gibralter, and for many unsuccessful attempts of this
kind. The facilities for resldence and travel in the Pen-
insula afforded to this man, and the facilities for visit-
ing him that are extended to his subordinates in Spain,
constitute a grave danger to British ship and their crews.

Ds Ay NELUERCE UPOHN 10 NTEHNA L1}
SECTION OF THE POLICIA DE VIGILANCL]
GEFEEA DO ESTADO

Captein Peulo Cumano, of the International Eectlion
of the Policias de Vigilancis e Defesa do Estado, i1s known,
as long ago as last August, to have been in contact with
von Karsthof, head of the German esplonage system in Port-
ugal (see A above). He is slso known to be in regular con-
tact with Kumo Weltzien (see B above). There is evidence
that he has employed informers todbtain information requested
by the Germsns.

E. GQEFMAN ILLICIT COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES IN
EORTUGAL

The generzl attitude of the Germans towards Portugal
and Portuguese economy 1s summarized in a telegram dated May
£, 1941, sent from Berlin to SOFINDUS, Madrid, in connection
with the schedule of sctivities planned for "FLOSS" (the nom



de plume of the representative for Portugal of Sofindus).
The text of this telegram reads: "Removal of all raw ma-
terials in Portugal is primary tesk of Floss".

These activities comprise the organization of
smuggling of feodstuffs out of Portugsl on a large scale,
not only to spain but for forwarding to Germany and Italy.
As mn example, in the Elvas district this smuggling 1s or-
ganized by Herr Otto, the German Consul at Badajoz. He
visits Elves almost every day with an entourage of Span-
lards and Germans occcupylng five or six motor cars, issu-
ing orders and making peyments to his agents. On return-
ing to Badajoz in the evenings the cars are openly loaded
with foodstuffs. The Portuguese frontier police have done
nothing to stop this.

Large scale smuggling of this kind is aided by the
storage of commodities whose export is prohibited in speei-
ally selected warehouses. As an example, the extensive store-
houses owned by Manuel B. Vivas, Ltda,, at Vilar Formosa,
Elvas, Belra, Olivelrinhe, ete., are used to store, for aub-
sequent export to the Axis, commodities such as cotton yarnm,
hides, leather, minerals, foodstuffs, edible oils and wool.

Wolfram is also known to be smuggled out of Portugal
by illicit methods. The Italian Legetlon is one of the
places where it is stored before shipment, and as late as
the middle of March, 184£, that Legatlon exported six tons
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
FROM: William J. Donovan

The following message was sent by Admiral
Darlan to Henri-Haye on Saturdey, April 18.

"No. 95& Je me refere a votre telegramme 1303,
concernant les correspondances fraduleuses signalees
part le Departement d'Etat sur la ligne Casablanca-Fort
de France.

"J'ai donne les instructions les plus precises
et lea plus rigoureuses SR

1. Au Resident General au Maroc.
2. A 1'Amirsl Robert, Haut Commissaire
aux Antilles,
3. Aux Commendant de la Marine a
Casablanca et a Fort de France.
d 'Exercer une surveillance des piua completes et des
plus minutieuses sur les passagers et sur les bagages,
tant au depart de Casablenca, qu'a l'arrivee a Fort de
rance, & 1'effet de deceler toute fraude possible dans

les transports de correspondance.



.

"VYeuillez informer de ces mesures le Department
d'Etat en l'assurance gque le Gouvernement francais fait
tout ce qui est en son pouveir pour repondre aux craintes
qu'il a exprimees et qui, d'ailleurs, sutant gue nous
sachione, ne correspondant jusqu'a a avecun fondement."®

The following is the text of & cable received
Ly Marshall Petain on April 18 from M. Charles Peyrouton,
French Ambassador at Buend Aires:

"Partisan resolu de la& Revelution netionale, sous
votre haute et iﬁdisnutae direction, il ne m'est pas
possible de continuer a exercer mes fonctions sous la
nouvelle autorite a qui vous aves confie les responsabi-
lites gouvernementales.

*Jai donc 1'honneur per le present telegramme
de vous adresser ma demission. C'est avec un grand orgueil
que j'ail represente la France et votre personne supres du
gouvernement ami, de la Republicue Argentine. Vous pouvez
avoir l'essurance que je conserverai un souvenir emu de
la confiance gue vous ave: bien voule m'accorder, en
mere temps gu'un devouement complet a votre personne et

& la partie.®
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FROM: William J. Donovan

411 I know about Odo is this: He is a Benedictine
monk from the Monastery of Beuron, not a Franciscan. It
happens that he 1s now living at the Franciscan Mopastery,
Quiney Street, Brookland, Washington, D. C.

The Catholic intellectuals here who know him con-
sider him an outspoken enemy of the Nazils. It was because
of this faect that he was sent by his Abbott to SBwitzerland
about 19%5. While there, he was used on occasion by Pius XI,
who liked him, ms lialson between the Vatican .u:d the Church
in Germany. He came here about September, 1840. He has boen
of real aid to refugees, Christians and Jews, but it is said
that refugee agencles don't approve- of him.

His bast rr:l.nnd.a say, however, that he 1is charac-
terized by a peculiar temperament. This is attributed to
a disease of the thyroid. He 1s easily moved to anger.

It 1s said that this thyroid condition explains vivid and
unrelisble.imagination, which causes him to glve exaggerated
reports in which he believes. '.l"ha'r say, farther, that even
when his reports are based on reliable sources, 1t 1s always
wall to go to those sources in order to determine how much

of what he has said 1s real and how much is fantasy. a4
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April 21, 1942
B:30 A. M.

FROM: William J. Donovan

There has just been brought to my attention
the Ghika - Prince Otto matter in the State
Department, I immediately sent my personal
assistant to the Btate Depertment and instructed
him to relate fully exactly what occurred.

You will recall that I did not make the
request to you about Otto, but called the matter
to your attention at the instance of Bill
Bullitt. When you indicated that you wished
nothing done, nothing was done and nothing has
been said. I discussed the metter with no one
and considsred the incident closed. As I told
you, I had always refused to have anything to
do with Otto, likewise I have always refused
to see Eckhardt, whose name was mentioned at
the State Department today in connection with
the :ua‘t.ter‘. I only saw Otto for about five
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ninutes with Bullitt on this one occasion.

The story which came to the State Department
could not have come from us.




No. 434

April 1942
6:00 P.M.

The Office of the Joint Chiefs of Staff has
asked me if, instead of using our facilities and oper-
ating staff for presenting pictorially the strategical
problems of the war in our building to be erected, we
would be willing to set up and operate this in the
building of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

I told them that I would be very glad to do this
and would be prepared to proceed immediately. I assume
thet you have no objection and assure you that we will
[make available for them everything that we had intended
setting up in our own building.

This confirme your own foresight in anticipating
the use of and need for this a long time ago.
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A 21, 1942
m%:uu P.M.

FROM: William J. Donovan

Would you think it fantastic, and if
not, is it feasible to have someone who is
close at hand in Vichy talk with Darlan?

His nose must be greatly out of joint
et this moment. That being true, would it
be possible to suggest something along the
line of putting him in command of that
particular unit of an Allied fleet. Men
disappointed in their ambitions have gone
mich further than that.
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April 21, 1942
6:00 P, M.

RANDOM FOR THE PRES

FROM: William J. Donovan

You will recall that some time ago I
sent you some communications from Mr. Malcolm
H. Lovell relating to interviews behad with
Dr. Hans Thomsen before our entry into the
WAT.

I now send you & letter which I have just
received from Mr. Lovell relating to his recent
conversation with Colonel Bertrand-Vigne,
Counsellor of the French Esbassy.




MALCOLM R. LOVELL
26 EAST 38 STREET
NEW YORK

April I7th, I942,

Dear Colonel Denovan,

I talked today with Colonel
Bertrand-Vigne, Counsellor of the French Embassy,
He had phoned to me while he was recently at
Oyster Bay, visiting with Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt,
8r., but I had been unable to see him while he
there. As you know, Colonel Bertrand Vigne and
1 are old and close friends, Since, if Henry~
Haye ia"recalled for consultation”, Colonel
Bertrand Vigne will be Charge d'Affaires, these
I‘!m:!‘kl may have interest for the State Depart-
ment.,

Colonel Berteend Vigne
said, "We believe the war in Europe will be over
this year (IP42), The cataclysmic assault, when
it comes, will be so overwhelming that nothing
will be able to stard in its path.,"

"Russia will make peace
this year, She will say that,"Britain and .the’
United States have done lettle of importance
and have suffered defeat after defeat, while she,
Russia, has borne the brunt of the war. &the has
defeated the (Germans during the winter(so she will
claim) and has proved her valor and courage.
Fallure of her allies makes it necessary for her
to arrange a peace," "

Cel, Bertrand Vigne con-
tinued," All the blame for this peace will be
placed by Russia on the shoulders of (Great Bri.
tain and the United States."

Cordlally yours :

Colonel William J.Donovan

Co~ordinator of Information

Bureau of Co-ordination of Information
'Iﬂinstﬂn’ D.C.









General Robert Odie, formerly head of the Fremch Air
Forces in North Africa under Hiy@anﬂ was interviewed
Mr. John Wiley in his office on Tue » April 7. The -
eral had come to the United States in ovember, 1941, on
the invitetion of United States officials. When the resig-
nation of General th was announced, Odic issued a
statement declar s allegiance to the Free French forces.
Shortly thereafter he left for land, to talk with deGaulle

to observe the situation in his movement. His return
here was dula{;d by éiffiuulties of tranafortatinn, and he
errived back in the United States on April 4, The following
is the substance of the report which he gave to Mr. Wiley
aattinf forth his reactions to the London secene. It supple-
ments the information contained in the memorandum of April 9
to Colonel Donovan and was prepared before the General had
any lmowledge of the change in the government at Vichy.

L. General Odic's attitude toward Vichy

When he made his declaration of allegiance to the forces

of the Free French on November 29, 1941, it was not the mct of
one who repented of having followed the polities of Viehy.
Rether, it affirmed the continuance of a practical course of
resistance to Germany which until then had been carried out in .
an area where France, militarily vanquished, had nevertheless
been able to invoke the clauses of the armistice to defend such
independence as was left to her, and in particular to maintain
the fleet and sp much of the Empire as was outside the graap of
Germany. :

General Odie had been in a position to observe the evolu-
tion of Nazi pressure on Vichy, and the effeet of Nazi propa=

ganda on certain members of the government. The resignation of
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General Weygand, under whose orders he had been serving for

a year, and the announcement of the next interview between

Marshal Petain and Chancellor Hitler seemed to him characteris-
tie events which left no doubt that the party favoring am

. allisnce with Germany hed geined the ascendancy. The irremediable
he feared, wae about to be committed. In these circumstances

it seemed indispensable that French publie opinion should eom-
pel, or at least facilitate, the Government's retreat from

its posture of abdication.

The General was convinced that this manifeststion was not
in vain, sinece the Hitler-Petain interview was postponed and
then abandoned. The delays thus won, moreover, nade possible
the evolution of opinion following the Russian shift from the
defensive to the offensive and the entrance of the United States
into the War.

The Vichy government, ms a result, seemed to have returned
to a firmer attitude toward German demands. The problem today,
as it has been all along, remains essentially that of extending
this attitude, until the time when France, without committing
suicide, can resume an active role in support of her former
allies.

The General thus found himself, he asserted, in complete
egreement with the policy of the United States towerd I‘ranua_.
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He believed that the value of that policy had been justified
by ite results,
&, The General's attitude toward the Free French
" In going to London, Ceneral Odic had been aonfiycud that
his opinions coinecided with those of General defaulle, He
supposed that de Geulle's movement professed to be nothing else
than a provisional representation of France, necessarily dis-
avowed by the Government, but faithful to the country. France,
it seemed to him, had need of such a representation - a spiritual
center for its hores of deliverance, a symbol under whieh the
basic unity of ell the French people would be fostersd. France
needed, moreover, am orgenization careful to dissipate the mis-
conceptions which the Germen policy cleverly maltiplies, firm in
-safeguarding the interests, profoundly real, which she holds in
common with the United Nations, 1
In the General's opinion the value of such an orgenization was
the greater as France represented more than intellectual forces,
the ruin of which was to be regarded with pity. Although France,
exposed without sufficient arms to the sggression of the
dictators, was overcome, her youth has been regenerated. They
have been recalled from & twenty years' pursuit of materialism,
So it is in the occupied zone, whers hate of the invader has
aroused the apirit of resistence and revitalized the sentiment
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of duty and the virtue of saerifice. So it is in the wmoccupied
zone, whare the education of youth is carried forward in a
frame of questionable prineiples but of undoubted effectiveness.
It must be mmbs:m_d that the France of tomorrow will reappear
in conditions analogous to those in whicl, after 1913, Germany
found in the depths of her misery a youth movement fanatically
dedicated to action, regardless of its aim.

The long-range problem which faces the demoorsoies is to
avoid those errors which might place the youth of Frence in the
enemy camp, The more immediate objective is to keep the fleet
and empire outside of the Yerman grasp. The demccracies will
be wise if they provide for their own support at the time when
the belance sheet of military operations shows to their favor.
3. ELirat doubts concerning de Gaulle.

The General emphasized his desire to present fmects in the
strict spirit of an cbserver, only relating those events of which
he had been an eyewitness or of ﬂ;caa validity he had definite
proof.

He did not consider it e departure from this sttitude o
avow the undeniasble impression, gained on his arrivel in Londen,
that de Geullism represents something quite different from the
synbol of French resistance to Yerman oppression. Again and
agein he was confronted by one basic question: "Is it against
Gernany that de Gsulle is weging war - or is it against Viehy?"
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Other questions inevitably followed:

Why had not the French people in London rallied behind
Generasl de Gaulle? Why, on the contrary, did they make so evi-
dent their estrangement from the movement, if not their frank
hostility to it, that the General found it necessary to draw a
sharp line between the Free French and the de Gaullists?

Why in the ermy itself did a number of French officers,
particularly ecapable, prefer serving in inferior ranks with the
British to serving with the de Gaullist forces?

Why did the review La Franee Libre take its stand in op-
position to the movement of which it should be the spokesman?

One was driven to the inevitable conclusion, said General
Odie, that de Gaullism is simply the expression of one man's
ambition.

The General's primary intention was to hold himself aloof
from all de Gaullist activity, though remaining on polite terms
for the sake of French unity. He felt compelled, nevertheless,
to state the danger which the de Gaullist movement presented to
the general conduet of the war,

Apart from the eivil conflict to be foreseen in France, the
efforts made to exploit and aggravate the tension existing be-
tween Great Britain and Viehy would already have led to war he-
tween them had not the United States maintained its representa-
tion at Vichy. The danger of such a war persists.
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The General realized that in the circumstances he could not. ~
olose his eyes to quarrels of far more than personal significance,
Without joining any party, he therefore listenmed to the state-
ments of all alike, He also held interviews with such qualified
Fnglishmen as desired to lmow his opinion, not concesling from
them the gravity of the situation nor the urgent neceesity to
remedy it. On the other hand, he refused such intervention as
might have changed his position from that of witness to partisan.
In particular he had not felt able to reply to sclicitations
for the proposal of a solutiom.

His own reputation, the Yeneral believed, might have saved
him from charges of ambition or intrigue; but as the guest of
the United States he thought it better to remain clear of even
the taint of suspieion in regard to & question which touched >
the interests of the United States as well as of Great Britain.” ’

Apoordingly, in English circles he dwelt rather on the
meterial and moral situation of Franoce as tﬁar might influence-
present and future relations, rather than disecursing on the
errors of Carlton Garden - & subject that was quite unplessant
to him.
4. Firet interview with de Gamulle.

The day of his arrivael in London, December 12, 1941, Odie
had a first interview with Ueneral de Geulle. He wes immediately
of fered the post of Commander-in-Chief of all military, navel,

and air forces in Africa.
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General Odie pointed out to de CGeulle that he desired no
post. To one who had been & high officer of the Legion of Honor
and a CGeneral for more then five years with an army commend
during the war, & command of uon-a:i;rtent troops in e secondary
theater of operations would risk diminishing his usefulness
rather then affirming it. For himself he asked only to be
taken into mceount by the Free French so far ss conformed
to the propositions that had been made to him in Washingten.
in that wey he hoped to be en encnyrous and helpful influence
in the American war effort.

Such en action, General Udic meintained, corresponded to
the friendship which Americe, by many signal acts, hed held out
to France since 1914, 1t was not, perhaps, the conrse best
caloulated to serve his own advantage, but it was encugh if
his country should be helped thereby to win sympathies of
which it would one dey have need.

What had concerned Genersl Odic in coming to London wes
less his own fate than the question of France's resuming her
place in the war, when circumstances would at last permit it.
He was anxious, therefore, to give formal assurance to
deGaulle that under the proconsulship of Genersl Weygand
militery end navel bases had been vigorously kept from Ger-
men hands. That was more importent, he maintained, then the
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military weight of forces insufficient in number and lacking
modern arms. The problem, as he saw it, was to prepare these
~ arms and to creete a situstion in which they could become ef-
fective, rather than to indulge in untimely actions, the out-
come of which would be the very thing thet all were anxious
to avoid - nemely, a Germen cocupation.

General deGeulle's reply to this statement was that he
did not want Odie to work for the Americen Government, and
that the suggested method of defending North Africs did mot
correspond to the position which he hed teken. Ceneral Weygand,
like Marshal Petain, was & traitor who ought to be shot.

General Odiec realized that there was no further use in
explaining his stend. From that moment he was resolved to
withdraw as quietly as possible. Odiec satisfied himself, there-
fore, with the reply that he did not share deGaulle's opinion.
d. Second interview with deGeulle

Two days later Genmersl Odic met deGeulle again, having
established relations, eccording to deGeulle's request, with
the National Committee.

Being asked to give his opinion of the organization, Odie
did not hesitate to affirm that the Committee was devoid of
figures of any standing, and thet it seemed to him in no K‘&j".
representative of France.
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General deGeulle was inclined to mgree, remarking that
it was not his fault if his leadership had not in all cases
been followed.

The evidence (ms General Odic remarked to Mr. Wiley)
mede it impossible to mccept that reply without reserva-
tions. One was led to inquire whether the quelified authori-
ties had not been systematically discarded in the fear of
their becoming rivals and whether the formation of the com-
mittee had not been determined on the principle that its mem-
bers should owe everything to the mester and be altomether
attached to his fortunes.

However that might be, Odic confirmed his refusal of &
militery commend. General deGeulle then informed him that
he would give him the head of an importent military mission
which he was orgenizing in Washington.

Withholding & definite answer until he could return to
the United States, Odic made no objectiom to the offer.
£. Third Interview with deGaulle

After several informel meetings, during ome of which the
General issued the demand that no one was ever to say that
France hed had no elternative but to accept the armistice,
Odie hed his lest interview with defaulle on February 3.

The question of deGeulle's political orientation being
raised, Odic expressed his astonishment that de Gaulle should
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not strive to narrow the breaches which were being opened from
dey to day emong the French, end to unite them under the banner
of national liberation. 0dic made clear the aantinunts of high
authorities, civil and military, who were sworn aqauins of colla-
boration, end whose present positions in France and North Africe
were & bulwark egainst collaboration, eminently valuable, if not
indispensable, to the war effort of the United Nations, He deemed -
it vital to preserve contact with these men, he said, so that they
would be ready, when the time came, to take up the fight at the
side of the Free French.

Odie thereupon received what he termed a stupefyinz enswer:
"Since you think in this way, you have only to return to Africa
and I will meke war upon you."

When General Odie arrived in London he did not see Admiral
Muselier who had slready left on a cruiser for American waters.
According to Odie's version of the affair, Muselier, during his
voyege to America, received e telegram from deGaulle ordering
him, under threat of penalty, to occupy St. Pierre and‘Hiquelﬁn.

Replying to objections raised by the Admiral, deGaulle af-
firmed that the occupation order was part of an sgreement with
Englend, en agreement which did not in fact exist. The English

government, on the contrary, had received assurance that the



-1l

enterprise would not be underteken. That assurance hed no value,
according to defeulle, because it was not written.

Enlightened on his return to London as to the origins of
the affair, Admiral Muselier considered himself obligated to
protest by offering his resignation from the National Committee.
He intended, nevertheless, to meintein his commend of the naval
forces.

The reply of General defeulle to this gesture of independ-
ence on the part of a member of the National Committee was the
dismissal of Muselier from his naval command.

Chellenged on the regulerity of such a move, General defaulle
sentenced Muselier to thirty days imprisonment, seeking assurence
from the Britinl:: that the sentence would be executed. That assur-
ance wes not 'Igliren. The officers of the neval force had in the
meantime declared themselves loyal to the Admirel. At the time
of Gemeral Uw:iic‘a departure from London more then thirty resigna-
tions from the deGeulle movement had already been framed by the
London officers.® The General had not been mble to verify reports
that the protest had spread to the sailors. He was unwilling,
moreover, %o say anything of events thet hed occurred sinece his

* British sources state that sotually only four officers resigned
from the Free French Naval force.



departure on March 22.

In addition to commenting on the danger to discipline
implieit in these manifestetions, General Odic revealed his
confirmed impression that the English Admiralty was far from
being unfavorsbly inclined toward Wuselier. He went so far
es to suggest that their friendly attitude toward him implied
the following eonsiderations:

a general criticism of the deCaulle movement and its pro-
cedures;

approval of Admiral Muselier's demand that the French
laws be applied to the deGaulle forces to check a regime of
personal decrees;

condemnation of General deCaulle for having bribed the
chief code elerk in order to learn. the contents of certain
telegrans exchanged between Muselier and his chief of steff.

3, The Inoid £ the Lybi 1

In Englend's eritical situation, public opinion in Lon-
don was partiocularly excited by the report that provisions
of war were being sent by the French to Rommel.

General Odie, for his part, considered it likely that
Vichy had suffered from a renewed lack of firmness; but he be-
lieved the incident wes at most a gesture, demended by Cermany

as a means of compromising the Vichy government eand of foster-
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ing the dissensions from which it wes hoped that total colla-
boration would emerge. It was evident, moreover, that the
outcome of the operations in Lybia hed in no way been deter-
mined by such supplies &s were sent. -

General Odic had been compelled to notice, naverthalaas;
the poliey followed by Carlton Garden on the ocecasion. In the
London press everything possible was done to eggravate British
feeling. A report, doubtful in its nature, probably inspired
by the Germans, was exploited by every means and used to inten-
sify bitterness between Creat Britain and the French people.
2. The Bussien broadesst

"Le Broadcast Russe" is the name given by London ecircles
to General deGeulle's radio address of December, delivered at
the moment of the difficult situation created by the occcupation
of- St. Pierre and Miquelon.

All parties joined gledly in & tribute to the magnificent.
Russian resistance end to the will which, during the past twenty
years, has made it possible. The uneasiness aroused in Londonm,
which certainly was echoed in France, was not caused by this
tribute, but by the form of its presentation; silence on the
English endurence which had made possible the Russian stand,
end implicit condemnation of the democretic tradition of the

Western world.,
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For the light which it throws on General defaulle’s
intentions, both in regard to the war and the peace, the
"Eroadeast Russe"™ deserves s study beyond the scope of the
present discussion,

10, Conelusion

It had not been possible, General Odie eoncluded, to
remain apart from these events. Yet the opinions which he
had formed in London were derived from the position of an
impartiel observer which he had striven to meintain. Teday,
in the same spirit, he would withhold Judgments. He would
only add his conviction that the London officials understood
the failure of the present French movement, both on the
military and political levels. In a large mensure they
had been responsible for that movement. How, unquestion-
ably, they are seeking e solution.

The extent to which the Americen Government should
concern itself in the problem, General Odic was not prepared

to say.






No. 438
April 22, 1942
6:00 P, M.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

FROM: William J. Donovan

Dr. Carleton Hayee, whom I have known
for a good meny years, came in to see me yester-
day. He had read my memorandum regarding Spain
and that general area and wanted to discuss the
situation with me. I told him that we would be
gled to give him aid in whatever field we could,
Just as we have done with Mr. MacVeagh.

In view of my long continued feeling
that Spain was bound up with the whole South
American situétiun I know it will be of amusement
to you that he was told tiat "it was shameful"
that we had done no propaganda work in Spain, I

am not going to complain to you about these things.
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No. 439
April 22, 1942
12 Noon
MEMORANTUM FOR THE PRESIIENT

‘FROM: William J. Donoven

Two months ago I received an inquiry from a member of
the Communist Party in the United States asking if T was
willing to mocept information from Communist sources as one
of their contributions toward the defest of the Axis. I
replied thet I would accept information from any Americen
sincerely and loyally on the side of the United States.

I delegated Colonel Buxton to meet their representative,
a Mr, Gene Dennis: We learn from other sources that Demnis
is a prominent leader in the Americen Communist Party.

We heve received materiel through this source, some of
it foreizn intelligence end considerable information concern-
ing verious Axis agents here end abroad.

The material relating to subversive activity has been
turned over promptly to the FBI, without diselosing the
identity of our source, since we have mutually sgreed to
treat the relationship in a confidential menner until we
agree otherwise.

Dennis hes made a stetement which I regerd ms sufficiently
importent to bring to your attention. He states that thers
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are some 3,000 enti-Axis Spaniards in this hemisphere with
whom he is in touch. He has conferred with their lesders
and they have requested him to offer the American Government
the following plam:
They will furnish two Spanierds ae their representatives.
They suggest that one man be sent to Spain via Lisben
and the other to France via Marseilles.
These men wish to meintein liaison in Spain end France
with our representative now in Lisbon or such representa-

tive as we may have in France.
Dennis says further that in Spain they are ready to give
ug any of the following types of assistance.

1.
2.

General snd special information.
Furnish at our direetion, individuals
for propaganda, sabotage, or any other
special assignment requested.

Dennis stetes flatly that his group
could, if given sufficient notice,
concentrate end put at the disposal

of the United Stetes a trained armed
force up to 15,000 men. He says that
such a force can be made available
promptly in Northern Spanish provineces.







No. 440
April 22, 1942
6:m P.M,

FROM: William J. Donovan

I have previcusly sent you word of our operation
in North Africa. Yesterday we received the following
word from the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

"At their meeting on April 20th, the United States
Joint Chiefs of Staff discussed dispatches received
by the Coordinator of Information from Lieutenant
Colonel Eddy, Assistant Kaval Attache at Tangier, re-
commending ‘the shipment of military materiel to French
Morocco, |

"After careful consideration of these dispatches
and other pertinent information on the subject, the
United States Joint Chiefs of Steff viewed unfavorably
the proposel to furnish war materiale to French Morocco
et this time. They are, however, in accord with the
policy of expending funds Judiciously for the purpose







No. 441

April 23, 1942
6:00 P.M.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

FROM: William J. Donovan

Scmetime on an afternocon drive would you be inter-
ested in seeing something of the apecial training we
have under way? For example:

1. The use of plastics in demolition
work,
2. Training in unarmed combat.

We have an instructor who was with the Shanghai
police for years and is especially good in thet kind
of instruction,

We now have 17 men who have graduated from the
British schools in 50 work and we are making use of
them in developing & course of instruction in our

own schools.




8-24
April 24, 1942

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT
From: William J. Donovan

I'The following messages were sent by Henri-Hay
yesterday:
1s "La Débartemant d'Etat vient de me faire connaltre
qu'aucune decision définitive ne pouvalt maintenant intervenir
en ee qui concerne le transport des militaires et des marins
sur le parcours Casablanca-Fort-de France..

"Il en est de mfme au sujet de la cargaison du
Mont-Everest et du depart de ce bAtiment.

"J'al toutefols le sentiment qu'il ne s'agit que d'ne
période transitoire de mauvaise humeur. Les Etats-Unis, en effet,
tant du failt des garantiés que le gouvernement frangais leur
4 domnees et du falt de la presence d'observateurs nombreux
aux Antilles, en Afrique cccldentale, au Maroc et en Afrique
du Nord, un intérSt.de premier ordre, encore aceru par les
considérations militaires, a laisser se rétablir le trafic
maritime sans lequel la pr;aancéid'nbsnrvntaurs SUr nos
terrioires ne se concevralt plus.

2. "Questionne par les journalistes & sa conférence
de presse au sujet des relations franco-américaines M. Cordel
Hull s'est contente de renvoyer ceux-ci aux déeclarations gu'ils

avait d;J; faites l'année derniSre au mois de mai, déclarations
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que J'avals eu l'occasion de mettre 1nu£hlltanunt au point,
par une déclaration faite & la presse.

"Le Secrétaire d'Etat a &té, comme d'habitude fort
modéré et fort courtols dans ses propos,

"Questionné aujourd'hui sur les démissions de certains
membres du personpel de 1*&nﬁnasada, M. Cordel Bull s'est contente
de réiumdra qu'il avait eu l'oceasion a maintes repriges, dans
le pasas; de faire onnna;tra pleinement son opinion au peuple
américain,n

3. "Dans le discours prononcé par Votre Excellence
le 20 avril, je relive des critiques aussi vives qu'elles
sont Justifiées contre l'effort de guerre des Britanniques.

"Je me permets de signaler & toutes fins utiles, 3
Votre kxcellence que les susceptibilités améPicaines & 1'egard
de leurs Alliés sont, pour le moment, des plus vives, surtout dans
le monde offieiel et plus spfcialement dans 1'entourage du

Fr;aident.“




No. 442
April 24, 1942
12:00 Noon

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: William J. Donovan

We Qm;m.thnt charge had been made that our re-
broadeast over BBC was British in origin. To counteract
any such contention we have taken the following measures,

1. BBC will deseribe our broadcasts as coming
from America by telephone and they will bhe clearly labeled
as "amerlica Calling Finland®,

2. In each of the programs rebroadcast in this way,
we will use the volce of s meone prominent who 1s known to
be in America. Last week we used an actual recording by
the most prominent Finndsh composer, Tauno Hannikainen, who
is at prasen% in Boston and knﬁwn through Finland to be in
the United Etatas.

3. On our short wave programs to Finland in Finnish
over WBOE, we are describing the rebroadecast program in an
effort to build up an audience for 1t.

4. We have asked the State Department to communicate
to Helsinki the time at which the broadeast will be retrans-
mitted each week so that the daily bulletin of events, issued
by the American Legation in Finland, can include mention of it.

This will make it difficult if not impossible to deny
that it is not our broadecast.







No. 444

April 25, 1942
8:30 &M

FROM: William J. Donovan

The following report we have obtained through our
source in Sweden, and I thought you might want to read
it:

"The upper classes here are very scared of the
Soviets, and inclined to feel, were Finland victorious,
that she should extend her frontier to Murmansk, thus
eliminating any chance of Huseia's creating a lapp
state. More informed people feel, however, that Russia
must necessarily dominate the Eastern Baltic. 'Stalin®
{by Gren) is much read in Stockhold. He feels the
Soviet leader is an ambitious man, who might agree to
a negotiated peace if that were necessary to keep him
in power. In that case, the Russisn army might lose heart
as in 1918.

"So far as France is concerned, people here don't
think Laval will succeed in conciliating publie opinion.
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As for Bulgaria, there is a great conviction that Boris
will send few, if any, soldiers to the Esstern Front.
"From Germany, there is much locse talk about our
President, now that he has gotten control over Britain
wanting to secure the mastery of the whole earth. Also
there is a hope that with the Nazie gone, Germany might
be able to unite with the Allies to defeat the Asiatics.
"With terrific casualties, snd food shortages getting
worse (with no help expected from the Ukraine for a long
time), morale is sagging in Cermany. There is no talk
gbout invading Britain. The hope is to drag the war on
to a stalemate by breaking through the bleckade by way
of either Suez or the Caspian Sea. If this is not done
this year, Germany's situation will be really serious.
There is a great feeling that Britein is wasting her time
in bombing France and Germany, when the real issue is
whether the Russian and Libyan fronts will be able to
hold. There is also the feeling that Allied forces are
spread too thin. The outcome of the next few months!
ope~ations will be awaited with Lhe greatest tension

and anxiety here."



No. 445

April 25, 1942

8:30 A. M.
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: William J. Donovan

The following information has been received rom a
Norwegian who esceped from Norway on February 17, 1942. He
is considered to be completely trustworthy.

"Food conditions not as serious as usually believed;
little danger of premature revolts because people recognize
necesaity of waiting; underground still operating successfully;
British Commando attacks not popular because of reprisals and

~useless deatruction; Quisling membership small and despised
alwan by the Germans; very small per cent of the people still
have radios but most of the population still get news through
regular underground newspapers; wagea high but no foreign labor;
German troops in Bergen vicinity about 8000, morale very low;
present troops are untrained, either very young or middle aged;
very few planes in Bergen area but coast defenses and patrols
are strong; bélieves present Norwegian Government-in-Exile
will have to resign at end of war; Oscar Torp perhaps only
minister that is popular enough to remain; Germans are raising
& cruiser and repairing a destroyer in Bergen harbor; they are
also truning out a corvette every two weeks at a factory in
Bergen; maps showing important places mentioned in report are
attached."



No. 446

April 25, 1942
8:30 AM.

FROM: Williem i_l'. Donovan

The following is the British Political Warfare
Executive weekly analysis of Germen home propaganda
deted April 23, 1942:

"Although military events at present are on a much
grander scale than formerly, Hitler's birthday was played
up as intensively as in 1940 and 1941. The line which
Goebbels touched in 1940 but not in 1941: ‘'the Lonely
Fuehrer' wes revived on a much greater scale. To this
wes added 'the suffering Fuehrer' with the result of a
picture of 'a Christ whé:- suffers only for Germens'.
Hitler was not widely described as infallible this yesar.
No comparisons were drewn with 1941. Much was said about
Hitler as 'the Savior of Germeny', but little sbout New
Order in Europe and the World.

"Directives sbout Russias are: (a) Emphasize that
large-scale operations are impossible right now because
of thaw conditions; (b) As to where or when offensive will
take place, avoid making any exact suggestions.
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"Main lines on subject of Allied offensive are: (a) While
they are still engeged in Russia, Germens have nothing to fear
from a second front; (b) largely because of shipping shortage
Britain cannot launch an offensive; (o) if offensive is launched
by Britein, it will be a oconcession reluctantly given to Soviet
pressure end will be undertaken with no regard to strategie
considerations and destined to instant disaster; (d) British
serial offensive dismissed as costly propaganda raids lacking
any military value; (e) tc deseribe fortifications on Buropean
coast new phrase Wilkingerburgen has been coined,

"Directives regarding the Mediterranean are: (&) in this
major theatre of war Britain is on the defensive because (b)
German air and submarine attack rather than Italian fleet
action.

"Probebly because of lack of interest among Germans Very
little emphasis is placed on Britain's unfavorable world
strategic situstion. This week there is very little attention
to India. Reids on Japen minimized. About China there is al-
most a complete blank. ;

"On subject of France, Germans are told: (e) in the gov-
ernment there has been a big change; (b) Laval, who is moderate-
ly praised, holds top position; (e) France is thereby given an
opportunity to become more constructive. No representation that







No. 447
April 25, 1942
B130 A.M.

MEMOBANDUN FOR THE PHESIDENT:
FROM: William J. Domovan

¥You will remembesr that the day I returned home from
the Middle East, I said this to your "Unless what I say 1is
understood, the fight of the small npations of this world will
not be understood. While these small natioms lock upon
Churchill as the great defender, they leok upon you as the
great liberator®™. As an example, I told you of being in the
front positions of the Oreek soldiers and on the forward po-
sitions of the Albanian Mountains, and in each of those po-
sitions, whether the men were with the artillery or in the
dugouts or in the hospitals, on each occaslon they gave
three cheers for Greece, three cheers for Amerles and three
cheers for Roosevelt. It 1s with that in mind that I am
sending you & memorandum prepared by one of our men and
gent to me, which I attach hereto.




WAR OF LIBERATION

The President has asked for a name for this struggle,
which embraces its significance and at the same time marks the
distinetion between this and the World War,

The words "War of Yiberation™ suggest themselves
instinctively and the more the words are analyzed the r‘m.o:_'u‘
appropriate the name becomes.

The submerged states of Burope, inecluding France,
are living on the hope of liberation. The clandestine newspaper
of France is called "Liberation". The U.8.8.R. 1s fighting for
the liberation of its territory from forelgn invesion. The
Anglo-Baxon peoples are fighting to be liberated from the fear
of predatory powers without seruple. In the Far East, we have
promised independence to the Philippine people, Crlipps has
promised it to the Indians; the struggle to resist Japan there-
fore becomes for these lapds as for China, truly a war of liberation.

To the German minds as well, the words "War of
Liberation" has a special significarce. The magnificant struggle
of Prussia in 1806 under Stein and Hardenberg, is a period of
history of which every German is proud. Germany pulled itself
out of despair and humiliation by 1ts own boot-straps, by a
conscious national effort which became known as the "Befrelungskriegh-
the ffjar of Liberation®. Ferhaps at long last this war as well
can be for them a war of liberation, liberation from Hazi gangs

and Nazi control.
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Up to the present, the United Yations have lacked
a unified platform; resistance to agression, fear of the armed
might of Germany and Japan, these things are not enough, they
are too negative, they ty'pi.ry only too well the plecemeal
and ineffectual resistance of the early days of the struggle.
The word "democracy™ has only limited appeal, to large sections
of the world it is "a dream and nct even a beautiful dream".
The rights of the individual are of far more importance to the
Anglo-Saxon and Western-European, than to the other enormous
sections of the world.

But the word "liberation" appeals to all. Whatever
the peculiarities of the people, they want to be liberated
Ifrom foreign control and from fear. It iz a dynamic word - it
typifies the result of each foot of advance we make - liberation
follows in our wake. Our disparate nations and peoples can
unite on this thesis, not only unite, but march in Crusade,
inspired by & poaltité, vital gnd dynamic conception.

I need not point out the propaganda advantages of such
& slogan, nor the innumerable changes that could be rung in

varlation of 1ts many aspects.

-



Ho. 448
April 25
E:30 A.M.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDEND:
FROM: William J. Donovan .

I thought you would be interested in the following
quotation from "Moscow War Diary®, by Alexander Werth, a
British war correspondent, in his book dealing with the
Fussian war just published. It can be found at page 103:

Tuch depends on whether, after the war, the
Commintern w be allowed to play any part inm;--
opean affairs., It hes seldom done Fussia's na-
tional policy any good, and oftem a lot of harm,
notably in Ge amd France, and has played into
the hands of Fasclsts and reactlonaries. t the
Commintern is one thing, and Sovietism is another.
The post-war competition (and the ultimate choice
for Poles, Czechs, and even Qermans) may be not be-
twaen nlpitllill and Communism, but between two
forms of democracy - capltalist democracy and
Soviet democracy (with a p ssive application
of the Stalin Constitutli . Here there iz room
for give-and-take, and for rapprochemsnt between
these ideclogiles. It is important to prevent a
clash, and to prevent rivelries in Europe over the
adherence of this or that country to one of the two
ideclogles. The soclal regimes of both England and
Russis are going to evolve in the course this war;
they may become very similar in many respects, with
Britain becoming more 'sociamlist' (in the wide sense
of the word) and Russia adopting more and more of
those demoeratic liberties which her people would
wolcome and which they will expect from a full

peace-time application of the Stalin Constitution.
Perhaps the real difficulty will be America, which
may, for a time, still persist in being stub-
bornly capitalist.

nWhat would be fatal to the future peace of
Europe would be anmy sort of return Russia to
international Tro ism, and any at t to trotsky-
ize Cermamy. It be a boomerang. In a few
years Cermany would go Hazi again start another
war. BPut I think the Russians are becoming increas-
ingly aware of the real nature of the German lem.
Even with the Poles there shouldn't be much disagree-
ment on that point.”
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Ko, 449
lpr.ﬂ u; 1942
6:00 P.M.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PEESIDENT
From: William J, Donovan

This report, covering highlights of the week's war
on the propaganda front, 1s based on recording of shortwave
broadcasts at FCC's listening posts in Washington and Portland,
Oregon; the Columbla Broadecasting Bystem's 1iataﬁ.'l.n¢ posts
in San Franecilsco and New York; on medium wave broadcasts
recorded by the British Broadcasting Corporation, and by our
own monitors.

Vo BALAAEE ik 430E: o RIFRANLIY W11 SoStirl of
the fourth front this week.

Last week we wrenched the initiative from them for
the first time, outsmarting them and turning the tables in
the opening battle of the spring wer of nerves; this week we
reteined and exploited that initiative.

The Axis remained on t.m: defensive, and while our
position was l;granira and positive, theirs was negative. The
situation was reversed--we became the propagandists, they
became the counter-propagandists.

The main Axis line was identical with their line
of last week: an invasionyof furope is impossible.
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But this week the entire Axis emphasis was on lllagud
United bations weak points--there was none of the usual talk
of strength of the Axis.

That was the highlight of the week's war of :ha.mind.
WHAT THE ENFMY DID .
g i The argument most strongly advanced by the'Axis to
Iprnva an invasion of Hurcpe is impossible was United Hat;ona
shipping shortages. Success of the Axis submarine campaign
was stressed. It was variously claimed that Britain and the
U. 8. had lost half their tonnage available at the start of the
war, that the Axis had sunk 1,176,000 tons of merchant shipping
in the past few months, that U-boats had sunk 500,000 tons of
shipping in the past two weeks, that B00,000 tons had been
sunk since April 1, that U-boats had sunk 213 ships. Harry
Hopkins was quoted as saying the tonnage problem was critieal.

Other arguments for the line were: lack of Allied
sea power and air strength, which would entail "a less of 50
per cent of shipping" in an invasion attempt; inability to
weakefi fronts in Mediterranean, India and the British Isles;
England's defensive attitude; disunity between Britain and the
U. B.; lack of American equipment and "poor" American performance
in the last war, indicating we would also do badly this time.

The impossibility of an invasion of Burope was dragged
into innumerable iiin shows with no legitimate news event as a
basis for comment. Such points were made as the talk of invasion
was merely a publicity stunt; it was intended to divert as many

Axis troops as possible from the Eastern front; American
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troops would not be involved but British boys might be
exterminated for Bolshevism.

The two main news pegs for the line wers the Marshall-
Hopkins visit and the commando raid at Boulogne.

Comment on whe Marshall-Hopkins visit ran: they came
to discuss Stalin's "™ultimatum® for a second front; they tried
to dissuade Britain from an invasion attempt; they tried to
persuade the British to try an invasionj the Englishmen who
returned with Marshall came to sign away another part of the
British econbmic system. :

Not untll Thursday did the Axis let go with everything
on the commando raid. It was then said that the raid was a complete
fallure; it proved the British cannot invade the continent; no
objectives were attained; it was an ignominious answer to
Stalin's plea for a second front and Hitler's "invation® for an
invasion; a considersble amount of arms and equipment was left on
the beach.

The Axis propagandists gave the impression that we
needed a second front but were frightened at the "eertain defeatn
the attempt would entail. The Axis spent much time fpersuadingn
us the attempt wnu.lﬁ result in catastrophe and that all other defeats
would be dwarfed by it. Some stations warned anti-Germans in
threatened sreas that "irresponsible acts" would bring immediate
death.

It 1s obvious that the Axis had an extremely severe
case of the jitters.
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There was no Axis talk of an offensive against the
United Mations in any part of the world. In fact, Berlin denied
an offensive against Russia had been promised for April or any
other month. It modestly claimed to have said merely that when
the offensive did start the world would know it. A safe statement.

The second most important Axis prupngqnda;;tum of the
week was based on the bombing of Japanese cities.

The line on the bombing dove-tailed in part with
the line that an invasion of Europe is impossible. For the
Axis, on the defensive, deeclared that this "minor and ineffectual
bombing™ proves we camnot start an offensive in the Far East.

Axis handling of the bombing was inept. Its story
was inconsistent, incomplete, confusing. _

On Friday Tokyo radio denied a "Reuter Report" that
Tokyo had been bombed by three Allied planes. "No bomb has ever
fallen on Japanese soil", Tokyo declared. At 12:24 EWT Saturday
morning Tokyo announced the bombing.

First nine planes were reported downed; then only
"about ten" planes were sald to have executed the bombing and
"some" were sald to have escaped, while none were claimed downed.
"Telling" damage was first said to have been inflicted on "schools
ard hospltals"; then the damage was said to have been "slightn.
The planes, it was indicated in the same breath, were based on
carriers "far off" the Japanese coast and on the Chinese mainland.
Some Axis radios said there were casualties; others said there
were no casualtles. All agreed no military installations were hit.
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But Japanese Home Minister Yuzaka let the cat out of
the bag. In an important statement he indicated that the bombing had
caused considerable civilian panic and concern for the future.
When he vigorously denied the threat of more bombings would force
the imperial diet elections to be cancelled or po:tpnnad, Yuzaka's
speech showed unmistakably that the European end of the Axis does

']

net have a monopoly on the jitters.

Axis line on the bombing was: it was inhumsni in
defiance of international law; the bombs were dropped indiseriminately
on homes, schools, hospitals; air defense functioned perfectly;
Japanese not frightened but angered; U.S. planes never reached
Tokyo proper; it was a propaganda stunt; it raised Japanese morale;
it will be avenged and "the American natlon must now be prepared
to suffer the consequences; Japanese war might is going to retaliater;
showal American weakness, since it was meant to quiet publie apin:pn
over defeats in.the Far East; Americans indignant over bombing
of schools and upset, fearing their own coasts will be bombed; 1t-
was & fallure and any talk that this is the beginning of an
Azmerican offensive is, strictly speaking, a fairy tale.r

However, by the end of the week the puzzled Japanese,
via Tokyo radio, were fishing for information. One broadeast said
the Americans had made no report of the bombing because there
were no survivors. Another broadcast said: "If these authorities
cannot make such an announcement ths U, 8. will deserve all the

criticlsm that the entire propaganda regarding the effect of the




-6

recent alr raid is all nonsense.m

The Axis spent some time during the week giving Laval
8 bulld up. Vichy went to considerable lengths to praise him
warmly and lavishly. Vichy emphasized that despite Leahy s
recall a break with the U. 8. was not likely. The Axis used
the Anti-Bolshevik and pro-Nazi parts of “aval's speech. It
lgnored Leahy's recall.

Berlin and Rome agreed that the Laval government was
an Axis vietory, but stated that the causes and econsequences of
the situation are not clear. They cautlously said it reprasents
& "eertain evolution" in the French political situation.

Throughout the week the Axis stressed the number of
Allied planes downed. The RAF was repeatedly said to have lost
large numbers of aircraft. Russia was saild to have lost 20,476
planes, In the Far East many allied planes were alsa reported lost.

Cannibalism in Bussia was said to be on the increase.

The Qermans were said to be gaining on the Eastern front
and to hold the initiative at all points.

Shooting of French hostages, PMussian successes and Chinese
successes in Burma were ignored.

Wuch nolse was made re Hitler's birthday.

Berlin sald of the station the COI uses: "No other radic
in the world 1s so bad as Cincinnati.n

m a

American short-wave radios concentrated their fire on

the bombing of Japanese cities, the war of nerves relative to an

invasion of furope and the Laval government combined with the latest
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surge’ of unrest in France.

For the first day or two the handling of the bombing
of Japan was confused. BSome stations gave the straight Japanese
version, even quoting the "schools and hospitals’ line without
qualification. Lack of confirmation from Washington contributed
te the confused treatment of the story by American stations.

. But by Monday we were doing an axéallant Jjob, stressing
the confusion and contradietions in the Axis version of what
happened and using liberal quotations. American policy by then
was clearly stated: mum's the word.

By Tuesday a definite war of nerves technigue had been
developed in handling the story. It remained the main news. The
line played was that all Axis reports were confused and betrayed
dismay, whereas we weren't going to help them a bit in solving
the mystery that puzzled them. Our programs mentioned these
possibilities as bases for the planes that executed the bombing:
carriers, China, secret points in the Philippines, the Dutch East
Indies, the Aleutian Islands. There was no speculation aﬁuut
the use of bases in Russia, '

We continued to jab the Axis on the question of an
invasion of Europe by using every possible peg to hang a story on
that would tell Puropeans we were thinking in terms of striking out

at the continent and not of waiting for the war to come to us.
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Main pegs were: Marshell-Hopkins return, which we
exploited to the full, commenting that the visit had caused
the Axis much worry; German troop concentrations in Norway;
Runstedt organization of cyclist units to resist commando raids;
the commando reid at Boulogne; the seizure of cement in France
to build up coastal defenses, etc.

Nazi fear and Jitters over an invasion were repeatedly
stressed.

Laval continued to be richly and profusely abused
throughout the week. Laval's and Petain's speeches were used
by all stations with the atresﬁ.nn the inconsistencies and lies
in them. Laval was described on most shows as a quisling, who
would have no more success in pacifying the French and winning
them over to the Axis than his counterpart, the Norwegian Gauleiter,
had had.

Leahy's recall was predicted several hours before it
was officlally announced.

The stations also concentrated on the situation in
France; the riots, train-wrecking, attacks on CGerman scoldiers,
shooting of hostages. All the aspects of unrest in France were
played frequently. The resignation of the officials of the French
Embassy in Washington was also used to good effect. All the
stations emphasized Hull's statement on France.
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The general impression given of the taval situation
was that the U. 8. 1s angry but confident of United bations
striking power and our forthcoming victory.

News of the Russian front was used by all stations.
Russian successes against the Finns, in the central dector and
at Bryansk were stressed.

The RAF ralds were also a prominent daily item in our
broadecasts.

We plugged the Chinese gains in Burma without, of course,
building up hope of a United “ations vietory there. .,

411 in all, we had the jump on the Axis daily. Even
Goebbels, if he had & moment of honesty, would grant that this
round was ours with plenty to spare.




No. 450
April 25, 1942
6:00 P.M.

FROM: William J. Donovan

The following is the British Ministry of Warfare
Weekly Propasganda Digest.

1. Germany: For hoarding, destroying, or witholding
raw materials vital to needs of population a new decree pro-
vides heavy terms of imprisonment at hard labor.

2. Ttaly: Because of a) balking by industrialists;

b) dependence on imports from nmntr?.ns which fix prices with-
out regard to internal Italian legislation, efforts at price
control are failing. From July to December 1941 average price
of a shirt._man from 5f.!_ to 100 lira, of a pair of socks from
8 to 18 lira,

3. France: Food supplies so short in large towns
during March that mass street demonstrations occurred in Mont-
pelier, Bete, and Lyons. Crowds shouted for meat, milk, and
bread. Thousands of women sent deputations to mayors and signed
petitions. Bhops were looted in some cases.

4. Belgium: Todt organization constructing concrete
walla. Along entire Atlantic coast there is great activity in
the building of fortifications. More than one half total French

cement production, now rumning at nhuuﬁ 2,500,000 tons, earmarked
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No. 451
April 25, 1942
6100 P.M.
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
From: Williem J. Donovan

The following is the British Home Intelligence
Report for the week ending April 22.

1. Public feeling in its present state is less
susceptible than ever to assessment. Sense of detachment
from war reported by four regions, while "more lively interest
in both home news and news from abroad" found in three regions.
Expectancy continues. BSpirits rising slightly because of:

(a) Toleyo bombing, which was termed "best news we have had

for months"; (b) budget, which was generally accepted as "fair

and sound, attuned to gemeral demand for austerity"; (c¢) the "non-
offensive" of the RAF over the continent. A "real kick" to
everrhﬁdy; (d) good weather.

4. Ranged against this slight improvement are the
continued anxiety over Burma and the uncertainty and disgust
occeasioned by Laval's return to dominance. But these are out-
balanced by former factors.

3. Tokyo raids brought forth a fwave of exultation®
and the hope that "Americans will give them né}e of this®", "Tide
1s turning in this area and American activity is increasing.n”
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4. Little comment on Russia. “ne report comes from
ﬂcotlmd] "Crowing minority turning away from Russia, gs it
is felt by 'anti-second-fronters' that Maisky, Litvinov, and
others have not been helpful to Allies in stimulating impossible
demand for second front."
5. Regarding war in West. "Great scale" of recent

bombings of Italy and Germany has caused satisfaction. Admiration
evoked by Augsburg raid, but opinion divided on question of
whether "such losses are or are not worth while."
6. HRegarding Government: 1ittle eriticism or mention.
7. War strain being felt by middle-aged people,
what with such new burdens as longer working hours, home guard

duties, care of evacuees, etec.




No. 452

April 27, 1942
12 Noon

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
FROM: William J. Donovan

Frank Knox was in to see me yesterday. He told
me two things that I muet write you about.

1. That you had been good enough to express con-
cern that ae the result of my accident I would unable
to go into the field. He will tell you himself that
he was present while I wa: being checked up by the
doctor and that the doctor said I will be fully recovered
and in shape to do whatever may be required. In point
of fact, I probably have hac a rest I would not other-
wise have had. I am grateful for your solicitude, and
I assure you there is nothing permanently wrong.

2. He told me that the by now well worn lie had
been reteziled to you that I had or have some ninety
representatives or observers of my orgenizetion in

Latin America. The repetition of this story mekes me



angry end indignent, not so much for myself, because

I have only contempt for the people who will retail
guch deliberate falsehoods, but because you should be
mmoyed by such stories. This has been one of several
instances where an attempt has been made to assert

that T heve gone into & field which you have not allocated
to me. This story is just as untrue as the others.
Welles wrote me about it, and I attach his letter, to-
gether with my reply. You should know me well enough
to know thet I do adhere strictly to my orders end meke
no attempt to ancruaqh. upen the jurisdiction of anyone
else. A zealous impluse would be no excuse. I

assure you that your real concern must be with those
who tring such stories to you about men who are trying
to serve you loyally, because this tale ie & dirty

end contemptible lie. I have no repr.sentativee in
that section of t.h:a world and rever have had, and all
those concerned must know that to be true. I know that
you will recognize thet my enger i= justified at such
deliberate and continued falsehoods.



No. 453
fpril 27, 1942
6:00 P.M.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: :‘
FROM: William J. Donowvan -

Ever since the Leval appointment and the develop-
mente here in the French Embassy we have been endeavor-
ing to meintain contact with the Fmbassy people here.

We have made no direct contacts but have kept ourselves
afvised through & certain source which we established
several months ago. The thing we are anxious to get

ie the speciel secret codes and ciphers. This we are
negotiating for. I cannot promise that we will get

it, but we will try.

In the French Consulate in New York there are eight
career men., Of these eight the first appears to adhere
to his job. Number Two is regarded by the others &s a
Germen agent. Numbers Three, Four and Five are decidedly
»nti-Laval., They are in contect with our pecple. We
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are inclined to believe that there in no valuable
materiel in the safe at the Consulate, but the number
Three man thinks that such materiel does exist. He
ie desirous of ousting the other crowd and taking
posseesioh. We have refused to have any part in this,
We have fully advised the State Department and in
sccordance with its desires we are maintaining our

contect with these people.

To me there is & deep significance in what is
heppening in the Embassy here and in the Consulate,
I think it is some evidence that there is disintegration
in their Foreign Service due to the intervention of
Laval. If this ie true, then I think it is an indi-
cation that it might be possible for us, by penetrstiom,
to get further information that would discover the
purpoées of Laval. It must be handled with great care
and discretion and I dislike to let anyone know, but
I feel thet you and Mr. Hull should be sdvised.

I do not want to do eanything that will jeopardize
the work we are carrying on in North Africa. In






No. 454
April 27, 1942
6:00 P.M.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

FROM: William J. Donovan

Our Intelligence group sent to me the attached
map recently put on sale in New York. You will
notice that it may well be a kind of subtle propa-
ganda to which our censorship people mey not be
alive. This map was called to our atiention by Czech
intelligence. You will notice that this is osten-
sibly published by a Jewish organization; also you will
notice the immense territorial extent it gives to us . »
end to fussis. We are following this up and will let

you know the reaults.




No. 455
April 28, 1942
12:00 Hoon

FROM: William J. Donovan
1. The following is from the British Political Warfare
Executive German Weekly Directive.

2. "Policy:
8. Inside Germany. In news matter we should con-

fine ourselves to factual reportage, personnel changes, decrees,
ete, Watch for items which will illustrate Sauckel's manpower
crisis.

b. France. Avoid mere abuse of Laval; vague state-
ments that all France is against him; emphasize that the new
government is proof of: First, Germany's fear of intervention
in the West; second, Germany's need of foreign labor.

J. Strategy:

8. Be careful to stick to inuendo when mentioning
our western front intervention threat. The Germens are talking
of "Wikingersburgen® on the west. However, euch fortifications
are a8 outdated as the Maginot line. RAF offensive and Commando
raids should still be described as the first stage of our offen-
sive action.

b. Be careful not to over inflate the Russian local




-2-

attacks. We can assume that the German epring offensive will
not start for several weeks.
4. Military points:

a. Malta. We can state that Malta's resistance has
already delayed the epring offensive by diverting Kesselring's
forces.

b. Yugoslavia. Some seventeen Italian divisions
are now contained by the Yugoslav army, not to mention Bulgarian,
Hungarian or German--in all, some thirty divisions.

5. Nawvul pointa:

a. Continue to emphasize Germany's need to break our
communications with Murmansk. The Tirpitz, etec. still inactive
at Trondheim. The Cneisenau was damaged so seriously that she
has now been towed to Gydnia for repairs where she lies along-
side the Graf Zeppelin, etill incomplete. The Scharnhorst is
also in dry dock.

b. Lay off U-boate sinking stories and expose German
einking claims.

6. Air Points:

a. It is possible to assume that the Luftwaffe is
feeling the pinch both in personnel and in machines because: first,
wastage of machines in Russia because of climatic conditicns,
poor runways, low efficiency of flying personnel owing to overwork,
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inadequate aide to landing at night; second, forced landings
due to using aircraft which has exceeded normal first line
life and aircraft not serviced with usual completeness.

b. hnymiuhadhuthanhlltthnirstmgth
towards the end of 1941. The reserves have been swallowed up
in less than six months. The results of this shortage have been:
first, the number of dive bomber units has been reduced to two-
thirds of June, 1940. Until late in March no dive bombers could
be spared for Malts and since then there have been only enough to
contribute less than ten per cent of the total effort. Second,
for nonths the reids on Moscow have had only a nuisance effect.
Third, it has been necessary to use first line bomber aireraft
for transport work. Fourth, owing to a shortage of ME 110, twin
engine day-fighter unite have been disbanded to expand night-

fighters.




P Ho. 456

April 28, 1942
12:00 Neon

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: William J. Donovan

The following is from the British Political Warfare Executive
Weekly French Directive: /¥
®l. The French fleet:

8. Do pot comment on French warships, either en their
dispositions or the possible use of them. Do not go out of your
way to attack Darlan. There may be some significance in the ommissions
in his Order of the Day and letter of resignation. Aveld referring
to Darlan s Commander in Chlef of the Fremch Wavy. Insist on the
way the Cermans are exploiting the economic rescurces of the French
colonies and the French merchent fleet. Any discussion of Madagascar
should be avolded.

2. France:

a. Police measures. Hnﬂaul;todlr Laval is concentrating
on & eleanup. It is expected that there will be a comprehensive
purge among Darlan's former administrative collaboratora. In un-
occupled France the police are to be recorganized by Bousquet. The
Paris police force is asking for further recruits. Before he makes
any further steps toward selling out, Laval is making sure of his
internal position.

b. BNP is to extend its organization to the unoceupled
gone. Deat's forces will be put at Laval's disposal. The attempt
to form a "Partle de la Revolution Natlonal® should be shown up as &
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trick on§t.ﬁn part of Laval to suppress all other organirations, even
those which support the Marshal.

c¢. The present government is 1little more than & "half-way
house” towards a full collaborationist government. Moysset and
Barthelemy are not likely to last long. ' It should be pointed out
that the cabinet is full of second class men who were deliberately
chosen to cover the first piriéd while Laval gets full control of all
the reins of government. Eventually Laval, having served his usefull-
ness, will also be discarded by the Germans.

d. The Germans are being discreet about Lavel. Only after
he has shown himself a good servant will they make concessiocns.

e. Laval will probably get in touch with Germans in a higher
place than Abetz. The position of Petaln in 1942 is the same as that
of Hindenburg in 1933.

3. Emphasize:
.. 'a. The distinetion between Laval and the French people.

: b. Although Laval is afrald of the French people, he flatters
himself that he can double cross them. He is therefore proceeding in
two states, first, temporary acceptance of Darlan's military position
and Marshal's "cover®, second, gradusl purge of Vichy's "old guard".

¢. While Germany undertakes the spring campaigns, she re-
quires that France be ruled by & man whose future 1s bound up with hers.

d. Petein has been reduced by Laval to a mere figurehead.
Point out all Laval's efforts to cover himselfl by the Marshal's formal
authority. Petain will not know what Laval is planning; he has no

control over internal policy.










No. 458
April 28, 1942
6:00 P.M.
HMEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESITENT
FROM: William J. Donovan

The following information comes through the British
Ministry of Information as t.a Exié intentions deduceable
from propaganda.

"l. There are positive indications for the first
time that they may be contemplating the use of uhnmt;al
warfare.

2. The Berlin dispatch to the Norwegian Attenposten
asserts that the problem is being discussed particularly in
regard to the summer campaign on the eastern front where
weather conditions and terrain are favorable. The dispatch
says '"The German srmy is prepared and the German chemical
industry guarantees that it will be very dangerous for the
enemy if they begin gas warfare. The chemical factories
have been working at high pressure. The Germans say they
have the advantage'.

The reference made by Hitler on April 26 to possible
English use of 'neue mittel' is regarded with suspicion.”



No. 459
April 28, 1942
6:00 P.M.
MPMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: William J. Donovan

The following is taken from the British Empire
Guidance on Hitler's speech.

"l. The resolution confirming Hitler's full powers
is the final ratification by Hitler of a series of recent
decrees strengthening 5.8, and the party at the expense of
the penerals, civil service znd business.

2. The series of decrees indicates the concern felt
by the party over the growth of dissident elements. For the
moment the decrees strengthen the party's hands, but only at
the coet of increased tension.

3. Hote that this formal resolution is the first of
its kind since July 7, 1934, when the Reichstag was asked
to approve tlie Roehm murders. The measure of concern with
which Hitler views the internal situation 'is demonstrated by
this clinging to quasi-democratic procedure.”



No. 460
April 28, 1942
6:00 P.M.

WUEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Fromti William J. Donovan

The State Department has informed us that the
Irish Forelgn Minister has now notified us that they are
roady for a full—-scale American publicity campaign. The
Minister has recommended to the State Department the
setting up of a competent newspaper woman who understands
Irish affairs, and has recommended Helen Kirkpatrick of
the Chicago Dally News staff in London. I lmow her as
a competent reporter, although Frank Knox may not be willing
to let her go.

The suggestion was made that LIFE, LOOK, and other
similar illustrated magazines be put on sale in Ireland at

¢4 per copy. Also that 10,000 coples of the Irish Supplement

of the LATION be supplied for distribution to a selected list of
teachers; doctors, clergy and hierarchy.

It is also suggested that we might have a daily
rebroadcast to Ireland through the BBC in London.

I have told our pecple who have charge of forelgn
publications to work closely with the State Department and,

of course, whatever is done will be done with their cooperation.




5-25
April 28, 1942
ﬁlm P. M,
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HEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
From: William J. Donowan

The following is the text of a message sent yesterday
from Viehy to the Ambassador here:

"Veuillez protester nupr;! de M. Cordel Hull contre le
d;barquauant de troupes américaines en Nouvelle Caledonie, annongé
par un communiqué officlel du Di;artamant de la Guerre des
Etats-Unis.

"Le Communiqué en questlion ajoute que les troupes
amé;icninaa participeront ; 1s dé?ensa de 1'ile, ayant i%i'
envoyfes a 1la Nouvelle-Caldionie avee ltapprobation des autorites
locales.

"Yous rappelerez i 4. Cordel Hull que, méhe 8l gquelques
frangais rebelles i leur patriec se sont empars de 1'ile en
septembre 1940, ce fait n'autorise pas les Etats-Unis & dfbarquer
des troupes dans cette possession frangaige. De OGaulle et ses
représentants n'ont aucune autorits pour parler au nom de la France.

"Vous marquerez su Becrataire d'Etat que le Gouvernement
frangais est purticulierement blesse par le passage du communigu®
officiel disant que le d@barquement des troupes américaines a ete
approuvd par la popglatlun locale.
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"La France, dans sa d;truu, est dans lil,up-nuihzl.lit;
de dc’fmdru par les armpes 1l1nt§grit; de ses possessions. Elle
n'en est que plus fondée & réclamer llobservance par les
Etats-Unis des engagements pris a son fgarﬂ, et concernant
le respect de l'integrité des possessions frangaises dans
le monde.

"La France, au surplus, est en droit de compter
sur lluﬂti; traditionnelle du peuple americain pour qu'il
ne solt point porté atteinte a sa souverainete. "LAVALY.

The text of the Ambassador's reply 1s as follows:

"Jt'al l'honneur de vous communiquer par teEgramme
le texte de la note de protestation que j'al l'intention de
remettre mercredi au Département d'Etat. Ce texte est conforme
& celui du téi:ﬁramma 1022. J'al toutefols supprimé 1'avant-
u=rnier paragraphe (La France, dans sa détresse, est dans
1'izpossibilit? de defendre par les armes 1'intégrit€ de ses
possessions). En effet, en présence des CcAampagnes de presse
et de radio essayant de justifier une occupation préventive
de Madagascar, j'al prafers suprrimer ces deux lignes sur
lesquelles on pourrait lcl essayer de trouver une exeuse &
un coup de force contre notre coleonle.n

Note: I have been informed that the Ambassador
has stated privately that he feels confident that France will

be able to defend her possessions.
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