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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES m
“

WASHINGTON, D. ©
16 November 1944

MFMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The following intelligence, received by the 0S8 rep-
regsentative in Stockholm from an officlal Finnish source, sup-
plements and substantially confirms the informaetion contained
in my memorands of 30 October and 3 November, concerning Finn-
ish uncertainty and fear of Bovliet intentions:

On 22 October the Finnish Commander-in-Chief, in ac-
cordance with the armistice terms, issued an order for the de-
mobilizetion of the Finnish Army, which was to be completed
before 5§ December 1944. The same order provided for the crea-
tion of a peace-time army equivalent to that of 1941 and to
consist of 75,000 men who would serve twoiyanrs. Demobiliza-
tion had begun and some 75,000 men had been given furloughs
home before 27 October, when the Allied (Soviet) Control Com-
mission ordered demobilization memsures to be halted. Om
31 October the chairman of the Control Commisslon infermed the
Finnish Commander-in-Chief that the civiec guards /a rightist,
paramilitary organization founded during the eivil war of 1918/,
which he characterized as sympathetie to Hitler, must be dis-
banded by 7 November, but that army demobilization was to be
resumed beginning 8 Wovember and concluded by 5 December. B81-
multageously Lt was ordered that the Finnish armed forces, and
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all military installations including hospitals, be reduced to
thelr size as of 1 January 1938, and organized according to

the system of 1 January 1941. Under this order the Finnish
armed forces will comprise three infantry divisions, four light
infantry battalions, and one cavalry brigade totalling approxi-
mately 26,000 men, with an additional 11,000 men included in
the air, naval, and coastal defense forces and at certain de-

pots and other Installations.
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William J. Donovan
Director

DECLASSIFIED
By Autbority Gf__%—-——

00 (22 e

fiéi& JuiN 11 B¢ liiii.'liiliiiil'
By Date




OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES m

WASHINGTON, D. C.

16 November 1944

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Grece:

I believe the President would be interested
in the attached message from our representative in
Stockholm. Would you be good enough to see that it
reaches his desk? Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

WY
William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure.
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'OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES UNIJINECRIT

WASHINGTON, D. C,

16 November 1944

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Grace:

I think the President would be interested
in the attached message from our Stockholm represen-
tative. Will you kindly see that it reaches his
desk? Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure,
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES| GPORONEP

WASHINGTON, D. C. 7

16 November 1944

- MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The following information, dated 14 November and for-
warded by the 0S8 representative in Stockholm, forms a sequel
to my memoranda of 9, 10 and 13 November concerning desertions
from the "Kinfolk" Battalion and the murder of a Soviet offi-
cer in the Porkkala area:

Continuing Finnish investigations of the murder of =&
Soviet officer reported to have taken place on the night of
2 November during the Soviet occupation of the Porkkala area
now point te the possibility that the murder was committed by
a Soviet soldier over a love affair.

The 0S5 representative has now been informed that the
"Kinfolk" Battalion, which was to have been turned over to Eo-
viet authorities, was #4 and was composed of Ingermanlanders
(Finnish inhabitants of the Leningrad area and of the southern
coast of the Gulf of Finland) who came to Finlend via Estonia
in 1941 and 1942. Other such battalions are composed of inhab-
itants of Bovliet East Karelia.
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A OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES

WASHINGTON, D. C. ]

17 November 1944

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Grace:

I think that the President would be
interested in the attached radiotelephone masaﬁge
from our representative in Berne. Will you be good
enough to see that i1t reaches him? Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Dy

William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure.




OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C,
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I believe that you will find interest-
ing the attached radiotelephone message from the 088
representative in Berne. This report concerns (1) the
causes for the inaff;ctivanasa of the appeals of the
United States to the Austrian people to revolt and
throw off the Nazi yoke, and (2) Austrian confusion
regarding American policy, arising as a result of the

departure of Otto from the United States,

Diinn.

William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure,
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OFFICIAL DISPATCH

FROM  Barne TO DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF ETHATEGW
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a8 rallying and organising points, and that, unfortunately, Austria has
nothing of this character to help ’mt tha’ currents of rgaiutma within

the country.
As regards American policy, a good deal of confusion has arisen
ag a result of the departure of Otte the United Statee. It 1s gener-

ally assumed, even in well-informed quarters hsre, that the fact that Otto
was allowed ‘lo leaye the United States and was apparently given priority
for airplane travel implies that the United States Governmont favored his
trip or may even be backing his pretensions, This improssion hes a rather
unfortunate repercussion, since tho elements in Austria who would be most
likely to be hel in Ehn way of organizing resistance are largely anti-
Habsburg and anti-Monarchiecal. Our apparent agsociation with Otto has been
the subject of much criticism, criticism which i1t has not been possible to
obviate entirely by pointing out that the mere fact that Otto left the Uni~
tod States has no implication vhatever or that he enjoys any political
backing from the United Statsa.



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC
WASHINGTON, D. C.

17 November 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I believe that you will be interested in

the enclosed report prepared by an OS5 repre-

sentative who has just returned from China.

@Wiﬂ—h—
wWilliam J. Donovan
Director
Lnelosure
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OBSERVATIONS ON CHINA AS A WARTIME ALLY OF THE
UNITED STATES (F AMERICA

No attempt is made in this brief memorandum to give a
complete or in any way detailed report on the contemporary
scene in China as it reflects upon the effectiveness of that
country as a wartime ally of the United States. 7The situation
is entirely too complex end too fluid teo allow any one individual
to do this. Rather the nritﬁr here attempts only to give his
personal impressions of the limitations of present day China
which have grown out of the past year's tour of duty in that
country. During this period, the writer travelled widely in
Free Chine, spent some time in the capital city of Chungking,

and sew Chinese troops in action.

The effectivity of China as a wartime ally of the United
States, except for the pinning down of Jepanese i:rnr.:-pa, is
decidedly limited and is steadily deteriorating. The main
contributing factors seem to be as follows:

1. After seven years of war, Chine is "war weery".

2. Numbers of population or of soldiers do not in
themselves mean effectiveness. The primary reasons why China's
vast armies are so relatively ineffective are: (a) the lack of

general national patriotism and the traditional Chinese attitude
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toward the soldier; (b) the low morale of the Chinese Army which
grows out of & lack of national consciousness, the brutal methods
of recruiting and training, and the exploitation of the common
soldier by his officers; (e¢) the lack of adequate equipment in
the hands of the Chinese fighting forces; (d) the extremely bad
health conditions prevailing in the armies of China,

3. Effecting adversely both the army and the eivil popula-
tion is the general deterioration of the nation, economically and
politically.

4, All Chinese are not of one mind as regards either the
war or the peace to follow. The body politic is & mosaic of
ditferent interests and ambitions -- communists and anti-communists,
nationalist and sectionalist, liberals and conservatives, pro and
anti Generalissimo and Soong, patriot and opportunist, guerrillas,
bandits, families divided as collaborationists and puppets in
occupied China and central Government enthusiasts in Free China.

5. The debacle of the 9th War Area has then a major con-
tributing factor to the general and growing attitude of defeat-
ism in Free China.

6. Coupled with defeatism is the feeling that the United
States, with more or less help from other allies, will defeat
Japan. "We have suffered for seven years, let someone else now
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carry the burden" is a not uncommon attitude. Admiral Nimitz'
promise to invade the coast of East China seems to have lowered

rather than increased the Chinese desire to fight.

1.

It is not surprising that after these seven years of unequel
warfare that much of China's population is war weary. This is
perhaps particularly true of those vast numbers of people who
are refugees in strange provinces and many of whom have been
forced to evacuate several times in the face of Japanese
advances. Such people number in the millions and their lot has
been most pitiful. Another category is made up of peasant and
coolie families who have lost their men and their animals to
the army. These again number in the millions. Still another
large section of the population are tired of the burdens
imposed on them by the local Chinese armies and gendarmeries.
Still other groups, especially in the border areas, have
suffered too long and too much by living in the path of the
fighting. A very limited part of the Chinese population has
profited by the war. This seems more than ever to have
increased and pointed up the difference between the "haves"
and the "have nots". It is upon the latter group that the

burdens of the n':ﬁnfﬁﬁz?“t heavily.
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The Chinese are ardently conscious of their common racial
and cultural heritage -- "folk consciousness“. This, however,
is quite a different thing from political homogenity. There
is not, in China, a general consciousness of "nation".
Secticnalism is still rife in China and the war has done
surprisingly little to reduce it. A Cantonese is still a
foreigner to a Honanese and vice versa. Giving one's life
for the nation of China is more or less a meaningless thing
to the average Chinese soldier. Official Chine resents the
much worn statement that “China is a geographical term and not
a nation". Unfortunately this statement is nearly true. From
this condition stem a number of situations which greatly reduce
the effectiveness of China as & wartime ally: (a) the Chinese
soldier lacks the fundamental urge to fight for his nation,
and (b) the Central Government fears the lLoyaity of many of the
best Chinese generals. A constant struggle is carried on to
keep the foremost generals from becoming strong enough individ-
ually to attempt withdrawal and also to keep these same generals
opposed to one another so that they will not join up in opposing
the Central Government. These tacties not infrequently over-
shadow the effort to defeat the Japanese.

The traditional Chinese attitude toward the military has

ar satsonity 3t R ..
007628 ,
BI_M_::‘HMQ' (1] . Pae




Uk Gl
not too greatly changed even with this war of survival. The
better Chinese do not go into the army. Results of this are
inferior leadership, a strong antagonism between army and
people, and & minimum average intelligence in the ranks of
the army. The method of reecruiting will be discussed later.
The morale of the Chinese A my is not good. Inherent
contributing factors are the general lack of & national con-
sciousness end the traditional Chinese attitude toward the
soldier and warfare. The more important immediate contributing
factors are to be found in the methods of recruiting and
training and in the exploitation of the common soldier by his
officers. Practically all recruiting is forced at the point
of & gun. Coolies and peasants are seized upon the streets
and country roads by groups of soldiers who must £ill their
quota by a given date line. If the victim cannot buy his way
out he will probably get immediate preliminary indoctrination
by & good beating on the spot. He may then be well bound with
rope and tied in a line to others in the same position, All
are then marched to the training area. Often these marches
are long and made without food of any sort. Many fall by the
way. Ig cemp they are grossly underfed and live in the most
appallingly unsanitary conditions. Within a few weeks these

healthy and sturdy peasants and coolie boys are broken in
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health. That they persist is a marvel and that they a ttempt

to fight at all iafhtill greater wonder. I spite of Central
Government attempts to correct the practice, the old Chinese
methods prevail. The food, equipment and money is the property
of the officers commanding. Just enough reaches the troops to
keep them at & minimum operating level. Life is everywhere cheap
in China but no where else does it reach quite the same low
value as in the army.

To say that the Chinese army is under-equipped is the
essence of understatement. That this army still attempts to
stand up to the modern Japanese army says & great deal for the
individual courage of the Chinese soldier. The Chinese army
is under-equipped fundamentally because adequate equipment is
not available in China. Unfortunately, it is worse aqnipped
than is necessary because all available equipment is not given
to it. How much equipment is held back for future use is
impossible to say, but & good deal is. This tendency seems to
be increasingly important as the Central Government becomes

more and more concerned with the problem of its own survival,

III.
The economic and political deterioration of China is to
be seen at every hand. Evidence ranges from the steady decline
of Chinese mutiﬂmstf‘yﬂ-nenay, accompanied by ever rising
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commodity prices, to the increasingly drastic and restrictive
legislation of the Central Government and the persecution of
the so~called liberal elements of the population. The
problem of making & living becomes more and more difficult and
the freedom of the individual more and more restricted. With
these trends, there is a progressive loss of confidence in the
government and thé common soldier knows less than ever what he
is fighting for,

Iv.

So much has been written on the mutual opposition of the
Communist groups and the Central Government that no reiteration
is needed here. But these two elements are but part of the vast
and complex mosaic of conflicting interest groups which go to
méke up the body politie of China, . Equally threatening to the
control of the Central Government are the war loprd and seces--
sionist governors of certain of the provinces. Yunnen, for
example, is only controlled because the Central Government
keeps more soldiers within the province than the governor
himself can command. At this moment the Canton generals are
retreating to Southeast China where it is public knowledge that
the intend to set up an autonomous state -- with op without lip

service to the Central Government. What is a guerrilla? » Some
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are admittedly Communist partisans. Others are renegades and
bandits. Many cooperate with or fight with either the Japanese
or Chinese depending upon where the greatest profit lies.
Guerrillas number in the tens of millions. They do not have
the same interests as the Central Govermment and most will not
be absorbed into the Chinese state without bloody fighting at
some future date. Ome interesting aspect of the China scene
and its divided interests is seen in those many well-to-do
femilies which maintain one generation or branch in occupied
China and another in Chungking. Ope collaborates with the
Japanese and protects the family property while the other
maintains its political fences with the Central Government to
protect the future. All of these trends and groups are to be
found in any nation at war but in China they reach the super-
lative -~ all of which is but enother way of denying that

China is a nation in the ordinary sense of the word.

V.

The defeat of the Chinese armies in the Changsha and
following campaigns has had a strongly depressing influence
upon the Chinese people. In part this has been "one defeat
too many”, but more important has been the general realization

that the defeat need not have been so easy or complete. Hather
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than a united attempt to stop the Japanese a dvance, advantage
was taken to reduce the position of certain generals and to
extend the influence of the Central Government. The disillu-
sionment resulting is perhaps best seen in the many thousands
of families who, after suffering the 1life of refugees for
upward to seven years, are at last giving up and returning to

their homes in Occupied China,

VI.

——

Finally, and perhaps a most natural reaction, is the
feeling that the Americans will win the war and so why not let
them. There is no doubt that our promise to invade the coast
of China, backed by our successes in the Pacific, has caused
& let down in the Chinese war effort. "We have sutfered and
born the burden for seven years" has become a sort of official
keynote. The writer on several occasions hew ha%h Chinese
complain that the American Navy has not yet arrived and so

Chinese plans have been thrown out of line.

------------

The above points all are critical of China's effectiveness
as & wartime ally of the United States. There is no desire to

detract from the "ﬁ‘;ﬁ JJEALS, in which an underfed and under-
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equipped Chinese Army has managed to keep in the field in the
face of one of the world's most modern fighting machines. For
this we owe China a great debt. The f:a.ct remains, however,
that China's strength, which was never as great as generally
believed, has seriously declined. We cannot expect much of

thﬁ fut‘l.u'ﬂ-
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

17 November 1944

Miss Grace Tully
The White House
Washington 25, D. C.
Dear Grace:

I believe the President will be interested
in the attached report. W#ill you kindly see
that it reesches his desk.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

/e

William J. Donovan
¥ Director
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC S i
WASHINGTON, D. C. 3
17 November 1944 ﬁ;zz?ﬂ
/
AFMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT o M

I believe that you will find of interest the following
report from our representative in Belgrade. This report,
relating to the recent conversations held in Yugoslavia
bet»een Marshal Tito and Prime Minister Subzsie, both con-
firms and supplements the earlier reports contained in our
memorandum of 3 ﬂcvember 19442

"1l. The recent Tito-Subasie talks were commenced on
about 23 October somewhere in the Banat whither Dr. Subezsic
had flown from Bari. According to Dr. Subisic these pre-
liminary conversations took place in a most friendly atmos-
phere, only the two principals being present, and the broad
outlines of the final uroposals were soon agreed to., Both
of them had previously received - joint message from Messrs.
tden and Molotov expressing their hope that the convercations
would result in the formation of & single unitied Yugoslav
Governaent.

"2. Un 27 October, Murshal Tito came to Belgrude to

vlace the proposals before the Anti-Faseist Council.
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Un the next day, Dr. Subasic followed him here and met with
the Anti-Fasecist Council. Apparently, the atmosphere on
this occasion was not so friendly. At all events, Dr.
Subasic described it to Brig. MacLezn, in confidence, as
'most difficult'. He was not permitted to be accompanied
by any advisers and even nis secretary was excluded. During
the course of severzl sessions, the Mzrshel and Dr. Subasic
rezched agreement with the Council, and by 30 October the
final drafting of the vlan for unificztion of the governments
wes begun. This final draft was to have been ready by 31
October, but apparently some obstacles were encountered for
it was not until the evening of 1 November that the work wuas
comnleted. The chiefs of the British and Russian Missions
were then called in to witness the initialling of the final
document. During the course of the conversations, Brig.
MacLeen suw both Tito and Subasic frecuently. Though I did
not discuss the matter with Tito himself, Dr. Subasie
volunteered to me some comments, stating, in particular,
thet Tito had vroved himself most reasonablie, though he

had been under considerable pressure from his followers,

vho as Dr. Subasic expreszed it, 'desired to accomplish

overnight, the aims they had been dreaming of for four
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years', T‘I\m%maelf I gather that by
'Tito's followers' he meant the Anti-Fascist Council. There
is some evidence that Dr. Subasic himself, who had1nut been
in Serbia since the war began, was somewhat surprised at the
extent of Tito's following and of their determination to
break away from the past.

- The final agreement which was reached on 1 November
is a two-and-one-half page document outlining the plan for
unifying the Government. A couy thereof, as well as an
English translation, were shown to me by Brig. MacLean. It
acknowledges, at the outset, the right of the people of
Uugoslavia to choose their own form of Government. It then
stutes that in order to preserve the continuity of Government,
both internally and in its foreign relutiﬁns, the Government
would continue to be & constitutional manarchy until a duly
elected constituent assembly might decide otherwise. The
King, however, would not return to Yugoslavia pending the
resulls of a plebescite, but would, in agreement with Tito,
appoint three regents to rule in his absence. (Both Tito
and Subasic stated that it was out of the uestion for the
King to return now as his dynasty and the court in general
wer= held res.onsible by a large part of the population for

tne tragic events of the past three years, and that his return
would only case disorders and might well cost him his

life.) It is understood that she three regents decided

)
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upon included a 90-year old former ﬁeud of the Serbian

Radical Party, a prominent Slovene, and a well-known
Croat. HNone of them is believed to be more than a figure-
head.

"4. The agreement urovides for a cabinet including
the six members of Dr. bubasic's Government and the twelvé
members of the National Committee. Twenty-eight cabinet
posts are specifically listed, including a Minister of
Construction, a Minister of Reconstruction and a Minister
of Colonization. Whether the eighteen members of the two
governmente will by combining several portfolios fill all
the ;Dsts, or whether other members are to be appointed
from outside, is not made clear in the draft. HNor is any
minister, including the premier, mentioned by name. At
no time have either Tito or Subacic commented on the latter
point, but I would hardly be surprised if Tito himself
were elected to this post in view of his predominant position
in the country.

"5. The agreement ends with a statement that the new
government will publish a declaration containing the prin-
ciples of the new regime. It is to be federated and

demoeratic. The vrinciples enumerated by the Anti-Fuscist
] ..{ &..
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Council at its second session concerning ecuality of
nationalities within the stute are to be reaffirmed. o
one nationality is to have ureponderance over the others.
Freedom of person, freedom of speech, freedom from want,
ireedom from fezr, and freedom of religion are specifically
to be guaranteed in the declaration. The agreement is to
be signed by Subasic and Tito.
"6. The signing, however, is to take place only after
King Peter has aporoved the plan. For this iurpose Brig.
MucLean was acked to go to London with a copy in order to
obtain the ayproval of Prime Hinister Churchill and the
British Foreign Office. Presumably, if they approve, Peter's
consent will be readily forthcoming. MacLean left by plane
on 1 November, planning to return by the 4th or 5th. In the
meantime, Subusic hus flown to Woscow for three or four days.
dis purgose in so doing, as explzined to Moclean, is to de-
termine for himself Soviet intentions toward Yugoslavia.
Apperently the journey is made of his own volition as he
hus severul times asked MaclLean whether he thought such a
visit might be irofiteble. The Brigadier on each occasion
has expressed the view that it might be most useful.
DECLASSIFIED _Q_Lﬁ_-
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"7. The uestion now remains whether the plan will
vrove acceptable to ioscow and London. Before his depart-
ure iacLean stated that he felt it was the best that could
be hoped for, though he readily admitted its shortcomings
which he said he would have to point out to his Prime
dinister. BSince he did not believe that anything Great
Britain or the United States could do would result in a
more satisfactory document, he was determined to try to
obtain cuick apsroval by his authorities and King Peter.

"8. The defects which ilacLean had in mind are not
obscure. In the first place, the Regency to be named by
the King, 'in agreement' with Tito apparently will be
comoosed -of three figureheads without authority or in-
fluence. In the second -lace, the combined cabinet will
have at least twelve of Tito's foliowers to six of Dr.
oubasic's, It is this government that will arrange for
the coming olcbescite end the constituent assenbly.
Furthermore, Tito is today the on'y leader with any real
over within the ecountry. His following, whatever its
reletive esize in croportion to the vopulation, is the only

organized, armed and active groun in Yugosluvia. Thus the
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=
new agreement cnly legalizes his rosition ac the supreme
authority in the country. It is believed that he intends
to utilize his authority to set uo the sort of Goverament
desired by the Anti-Fascist Couneil and that the plebescite
will in all probability be a 'take it or leave it' .ro-
position with no alternative but to exvress accectance or
rejection of the Councili's ulatform. Under these con-
ditions, the results are a foregone concliusion.
"9. The above considerations apply solely, so far
as this rejort is concerned, to the manner in which Tito
léns to establish a firm government under his command.
vhat his future program is and how he plans to accomulish
it, are not under "discussicn in this report, and it should

not be assumed, necessurily, that cnce he is in nower he

intends to govern entirely without reference to the desires

o bt

williem J. Donovan
Director

of the people of Yugozlavia,.™
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC S [ mektd
WASHINGTON, D. C.

17 November 1944

Miss Grace Tully
The White House
washington 25, D. C.
Dear Grace:
I believe the Precident will be interested

in the attached report. Will you kindly see

that it reaches his desk.

Thank you.
incerely,
William J. Donovan
Director
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FF EJCE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
j WASHINGTON, D. C.

A
aly IO
18 November 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I think thet the attached radiotele-
phone message from our Berne representative will be
of interest to you. This report deals with (1) Ger-
men attitude towards Himmler, and (£2) further infor-
mation on conditions in Germany.

é{fdl n.qD SN T

William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure.
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Many of them do not live l.ng longer in barracks, but have ostabliashed
therselves in the ruins of bombed buildinga, where the original Inhablt-
ants have been evacuated. My informant has had many talka with them and
believos that a pubstantial mumbor of them will remain in Jeraany, where
they are already maldng plans ebout the stores in the neighborhiood they
intend to take over when the Nazi regime eollapaes.

A movemont of tho German population from the sasiern parts of Oer-
many, believed to be oocupied by Russia, towards ,jestern and Southern Ger=
many, belleved to be cocupled by Great Britaln and the United Statea, has
set in, This souroce expressed the opinion that this movonent would une
doubtedly take on very large grnpor-timm when the zones of occcupation were
officlally announced by the Allled Powers. He felt that such a CESE 10078
ment as would then set in would tend to disrupt traffic in this tarritory,
which 1s already over-taxed,

rrOM Berne ' TO DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES  mer. no241l

NOTE: In Flash #239 of Novomber 14, the name Bruch should have
been Bruce,



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C,

18 November 1944

Miss Grace Tully
The White Houae

Dear Grace:
I believe the President would be in-
terested in the attached radiotelephone message from

our Berme office. W1ll you kindly see that it reaches
his desk? Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Al

William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure.
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WASHINGTON, D. C. m
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The 053 representative in London has forwarded the
Tollowing account of an interview between Prime Minister
Churehill and King Peter. The information was received from
King Peter immediately following the interview on 17 November:

Churchill, heolding in his hand a copy of the pro-
posed agreement between Tito and Subasich, commented to King
Peter that the draft could have been worse and that 1t repre-
sented at least a partlal wictory because it recognized, for
the time being, the constitutional Monarchy. "As you know",
Churchill added, "I am againat a Regency. You are not a minor,
and there 1s no reason for establishing a Regency. I thought
Subaslch waa astatesman enough to see the 1lnadvisabllity of such
& step., But I belleve this clause may be eliminated; the agree-
ment is not yet final,"

King Peter told Churchill that he regarded the agres-
ment as a pollite way to oust the King quietly, that signing it
would practlcally amount to abdicatlon, and that he was deter-
mined not to subscribe to 1t under any circumstances. The King
added that he wlshed to disavow Subasich immediately for trans-
gressing his powers and for proceeding to Moscow without first

reporting to him. This comment, howsver, 1s sald to have
BECLASSIFIED t
By Authority of_&[_&__
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infuriated Churehill, who warned the King under no eiroum-
stances to take any action before Subasich has returned to
London. "I have sent a personal request to Stalin", Churchill
sald, "not to make any decision during his interview with Su-
basich, but to' wait until Subasich has reported to the King
and until I have had an opportunity to study the agreement.
You cannot violate my promise to Stalin by acting prematurely.
You walt until Subasich comes back, when the three of us will
8it down and thresh the whole matter ocut." Churchill further
informed the King he had just received a letter from Stalin,
dated 12 November, in which Stalin acimowledged receipt of
Churchill's request not te reach a decision at his meeting
with Subasich and informed Churchill that up to that date
Subasich had not arrived,.

Churchill reportedly added: ™You lkmow I do not
trust Tite. He surreptitiously flew to Moscow to meet with
Stalin before my arrival in London. He is nothing but a Com-
minist thug, but he is in power and we must reckon with that
fact. President Roosevelt, Stalin, and I have agreed that
there will be a plebiseite by which the people of Yugoslavia
will decide on the question of the Monarchy. Your return,
therefore, will have to be postponed until the plebiseite
takes place." The King replied, "What chance have I in &
plebiscite when Tito is in Yugoslavia? It will be nothing
but a farce," Churchill then stated that he would insure

DECLASSIFIED
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that the plebiscite would be supervised by "impartial umpires™
including "British, Americans and Russians®,

During the conversation, the nng sald, I have fol-
lowed your advice, Mr. Prime Minister, since I escaped from
Yugoslavia, and look where I am today."™ To which Churshill
replied, "Would you have been better off if you had followed
Mihailovich?"

D

— A

William J. Donovan
Director

PRCLASS I rgy
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES m

WASHINGTON, D. C.

21 Movember 1944

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Grace: ;

I believe the President would be inter-
ested in the attached message from our office in
London. WI1ll you kindly see that it reaches his
desk? Thank you,

Sincerely yours,

William J. Donovan
Director .

Eneclosure.
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
¢ WASHINGTON, D. C. m

_,)Nh _,_-" "{?1 November 1944
J

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

The inclosed dispatch from Bern is a Boston
Series Report. It relates to Japan. I think it will
be of particular interest to you.

-Lieutenant General Kotaro Nakamura, who is
referred to in paragraph 1, was Minister of War in 1933
and is now a member of the Supreme Var Caunéil. Marshal
Count Hisaichi Terauchi, referred to in;_ the same para-
graph, was formerly a mer‘n'ber of the Eu';*'eme War Council

and is now Supreme Commander of the Japz:kae armies in
Al

the field.
DECLASSIFIED J
By Authority of E‘I&

By, pate dUN 111973 William J. Donovan

Director

Enclosure: Copy #9 of Top Secret calle 0SS-IN
26099 from Bern dated November 19/

TOTSroREhe
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DATE NoV:MBER 20 1944
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| PRIORITY
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IN 26009
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RECEIVED IN CODE t“—b

Jeapan. huuminh extract of more urgent Jep military
information contained EANQOV;

l, German MA School Bangkok, November Sth; Learns from
Neltarmra that after rain period big sh offensive expected
direction Rangoon, Bangkok, Saigon, by land operations
with air I‘Ewpl{- Major landings expected west Rangoon; sub-
pidi operations sgainst Andaman Islands. Jups optimistic,
prepar counter-measures. Marshal Terauchi's staff to be
transferred soon from ¥Manila to Saigon. In preparation, Jap
military police sald to have just arrested 3,000 Gaullists but
don't intend interfers Indo-China's independence for the moment.

2. ¥A Tokio, Eretsclmer, November llth: Japs expect mid-
dle FNovember new Ameriocan landings Philippineas outside Leyte,
perhaps Luson southeast of Kanila. Confident as to defense pos-
sibilities. Jap landinge Leyte have not yet restored baslance
but preparing counter-attacks. Samar situation bad for Japan,

3. Ditto, Hovember Bth: Increased riots and sabotage in
whole Philippines, especially Leyte and Samer. British commando
raid near Aﬁﬂ: (sic) interpreted as preparation later landing,
Pirst Allied air attaok on Jap naval bases Seletar# and refin-
eries Medan claimed unsuccessful. Believed to be flown from
India but perhaps from southern China. While Burmese and Mal-

populations safe, attitude certain Thailand sectors con-
sidered dangerous. Japs expect soon occupation Liuchow,

IT IS FORBIDDEN TO COPY OR REPRODUCE THIS CABLE
WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION FROM THE SECRETARIAT

#969.
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4. Nlemoller (with subsignature Kretsahmer), Tokio,
November 9th; 8 ask informatien about defense measures
:fs.lut V-1, as expsct possible Ameriocan attacks with

lar weapons. However, lgiu defensive use of flak, air-
oraft or balloons as in Engl not feasible due shortages.

6, Grand memo, wmsigned, reporting conversation with
Jap Berlin Embas §mntl:7 Ushida, Ootober £7th; Jap at-
taoks 13th to 18th October Alr Foroe; attask 17th Doto-

ber by combined fleet. .Japs o d vie s (Woed
coomented on this as example of Jap nm.;

# Alsoc recelived SEGJTAR.

TOR: 11/20/44, 8:46 p.m, Oopy # 7
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES

WASHINGTON, D. C,

21 November 194/

Miss Grace Tully
The White House
Washington, D. C.
Dear Grace:

I think the President will be interested
in the attached Boston Series Report. Will you
please see that it is placed on his desk?

Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

S

William J. Donovan
Director

¥

Enclosure
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES m

WASHINGTON, D. C. /#?

22 November 1944

S

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Gracei

I baliesve thu'Prnnidunt would be inter-
ested in the attached report received from our rep-

resentative in London. Will you kindly see that it
reaches his desk? Thank you.

8incerely yours,

/3l

William J. Donovan
5 Director

Enclosure.
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES STy

WASHINGTON, D. C.

22 November 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT;:

The following intelligence has been transmitted by
the 0388 representative in London, and forms a sequel to my
memorandum to you of 21 November:

On 16 November, King Peter recelved Brigadler Mac-
Lean, who reported on the recent conference between Premler
Subasich and Marshal Tito, and acknowledged his own partieci-
pation in the latter stages of the conference in Belgrade.
MacLean assured the King that neither Subasich nor anyone
else could have obtained greater concessions from Tito.
MacLean asserted that all the Yugoslav nationalities, includ-
ing the Serbs, are overwhelmingly pro-Tito, and that Tito
will not agree to any considerable modification of the pro-
posed agreement. If the Eing does not approve the draft
agreement, MacLean said, Tito will repudiate the proposal
and negotiations will be broken of'f,

DECLASSIFIED

B_‘r Auth ority o !I !Eh 0
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?E_ William J. Donovan
Director
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i
WASHINGTON, D. C.

23 November 1944
4
[

Miss Grace Tully
White House
Washington, D. C.
Dear Grace:

I think the attached report will be of
interest to the President.

Will you please see that it reaches his
desk.

Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

9

William J. Donovan
Director

Aittechment
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By Autherity ci____'ﬂ.«fB
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
Research and Analysis Branch

R\ No. 2654

THE DEBATE ON BRITISH FOREIGN POLICY IN THE
HOUSE OF COMMONS 28-29 SEPTEMBER 1944

A Description

This debata, the most recent of many on the subject
in the House of Commonsa, threw light upon British
attitudes towards current problems of British foreign

pol 1&31
DECLASSIFIED
By Authority of C.UA
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SU¥MARY

On the 28 Septermber 1944 7y, Churchill made one
of his periodic reporta to the liouss of Commons on the
war situation. His speech was followed by a dabaée in
the flouse which turned for the most part on British
policy towards France, Italy, Poland, the Far wast,
Germany, and the post-war world. Cn France, the
sentiment expressed was unanimously in favor of early
recognition of de Gaulle; on Italy, rost epeakers
eriticized the over-liberal troatment of the Italians.
The Polisﬁ lssue called forth strong condemnation of
Russia. On the Par East, 1i1ttle was said, Towards
Germany, there was markesd moderation in temper, as
compared with the previcus debate; Vansittartism was
consplcuously absent, On the post-war world, sentiment
was divided as te the desirabllity of an international
suthority; there waas, however, marked sympathy with a
“estern Europcan federation under British loadership.

In summlng up the debate, !'r. Anthony FEden took
occasion to emphasize the danger of re-gmergence of a
militant Germany, without taking sides on the Polish
iasue, he expressed the hope that a'uatiafnctnry solution
would be found. He indicated strong approval of the
ldea of a “estern foderation and admitted that some
stops had alrcady been taken in that dircetion. TMe was,

however, careful to point out that such a fedoratlion

B
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should be considered within the general framework of
a world organization. Above all, he emphasized the
Importance of apreement among, the three rreat powers,
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- DEGLASSTFIED

THE D&BATE ON BRITISII POREIGN POLICY IN TM4
HOUSE OF COMMOKS 2B-£9 SEPTEMBER 1944

On the 2Bth of Septermbeor 1944 Mr. Churchill mado
one of his perledic reportaz to the House of Commongs
. on the war situatlion. He beran with a description of
the development of the military situation, and then
proceeded to deal with wvarious current issues in Britich
foreipgn relaticns, notably the Russien armistice terms
to Finland and Roumania, Bulrerla, Poland, Italy, «nd
Prance. He warned hia countrvmen not to be unduly
perturbed by election aspeeches in the United Statoas.
lie repeated his assurances that Brisaln intended tc
throw her whole strangth into the Far Bastern wsr when
the German war was ended., Jia spolte with approval of
tlia Dumbarcon Caks Conference. He snded by insisting
that the most Important consideration In all post-war
clanning was agreement emong the three rreat powers. 1y

It was not one of I'r. Churchillt's best speeches.
Gne commentatcr observed:; "I asited many members, Labor
and Tery, what they thought of the speech. Their anaswer
was unanimoua. They declared it to he flat and tedious,
tho dullest he had made aince the war becan." Ef

It was 8 very cautious spoech, not one Iintendad tc
nrovoke debate, Ons cotmentator remarked: "llere was a
stern Victorian parent, plving a thoroughly lncomplete

aceount of the facta ¢f life to hls child, and ending
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with an admonition to the effect that these delicate
topics must not be discussed further." 3/ :

On the whole the spesch was very well received,
The House itself was in a cautiocus mood and mindful of
“he admonitions of the Prime Finlster, The debata,
a8 more than one speaker remarked, was on a high level.
Altogether, fifty-three members took some part in it,
though only thirty-scven of them made formal speeches,
Of these, rifteen were Conservatives; twelve, Labor;
three, Liberal; four, Independent; ona, Communist; one,
ILP; and cne, Common ealth. Al1l partles wore reprosented
and, roughly, in proportion to theipr strength in the
House, Of the fifty-three participants, twenty-seven
had taken part in the previous debate on forelgn npolicy
in May. Indeed, it 1u-rau5hly true to say that active
particlpants in recent Torelyn poliey debates in the
House of Commons represented about one-twellth of the
House, and approximately the same twelfth, Eleven-twellths
of the House have taken no part.

Followinpg the Prime Minister, discussion in the House
turned mainly upon the followlns topies: France, Italy,

Poland, the Far Last, Germany, and post-war Europe. \ﬁah
Anglo-imerlcan rolations, in striking contrast to the -ﬁi
previous debate, attracted alrost no attention., One -
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speaker dwelt at lensth upon the story of American
businessmen stealin; a march upon the British in
Paris, 4/ but that speaker was Captain Cunnincham-
Reid, an Independent, who is not well regarded by most
of hla fellow members,

The I'rench question attracted some attention, but
much less attentlon than In the previous debate. ''hat
was said about 1t had to do with the perennial issue
of recognition of the French provisional government.
Churchill's observations on the subject had left many
members in some doubt about his meaning, and !Mr. REden
In elosing the debate undortook to clarify the govermment':
position, but not with complete succesa. The old friends
of France, lilkte Harold licolson, apokes 'urmly'in support
of recognition, and were supported from all sides of
the lousa, though clearly the matter was resarded ms of
much less significance than 1t had been in the dass before
the liberation of France.

On Italy, it 1s & 1little difficult to appraise
prevalent sentimont., ~hen !Mr. Churchill, in his opening
speech, pralsed Radoglic and Prince Umberto, he was
greeted by what he himself described as "a mocking gigrle.” Sy
But subsequent speakera on the subject were generally L

disposed to tako the attitude that Italy had been allowed $@9

a
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"to work hor pessaze homa" too quickly., Mr. Burgin,
Conservative, remarleed: "There is undouptedly = fealing
that military povernment was not maintained lonm oncurh
after the liberation of part of Italy," &/ ¥r. Bartlett,
Liberal, took very much the same line: "Tt is not 80 longs
ego," he cbserved, "that things were said In this Heuse
about the Italimns which would make it almost ms logical
to say, bacause we now say that tho Itallans ware not
responsible for Mussolini, that the German pecpls wara
not responsible for Eitler." 7/ IMr. Loverseed, Comrmon
“ealth, a veteran from the Rerublican side of the Spanish
Civil "ar, was even more fearful of the Ttalian precedant
whon faced with the problem of & defeated Gormany. "I ean
vary well imagline,” he sald, "notable eriminals in Gormany ,
wiian thciz.- ownl nocka are threatened, turning arcund and
showing preat ardor for the Allied cause.” 8/ ¥ore than
one speaker called for a reitoration of rr. Edeon's
previous statement that Italy's colonles would not bhe
restored to her, and Dden pave it from his seat. 9/
It 1s noteworthy that no aingle spesker supportod
wholoheartedly & genorous policy towards Italy,

The Pelish poverrment aroused more vigorous
controversy than any other issue. The Consorvatives,
cenorally spoalting, supported tha Polish Qovernment-in-
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Exile and condermed the Russelans; the Labor ﬁamharu.

always excepting John MeGovern of ILP, supported Russia,
But the more judicious apoakors followed Churchillrs

lead. 1In that veln, Quintin liopy made what one shrewd
eritic reparded as the best speech in the debate. Iarold
Hiecolson effectively expressed the characterilstic

attitude towards Russlan susceptibility: "The merest siph
of perplexity which poes up from here echoes in their

ears as & hurricane of abuse." His appeal to Russia was
elogquont: "... the tone of this debate should convevy to
Russle an appeal from every bench in this House that

Russia should act with trat grandeur in the matter /Gf
Poland7 which she has shown in tho field and elsswhers.” 10/
But Nicolson's modoration was not the prevalent note, which
was more peosltive, more eriltical, more in the nature of a
demand than of an appeal., Indeed, one of the most cutspoken
of Russla'e erities, Sir A. Southby, Conservative, went

so far as to assert the riht of the Baltic States to
independonce , Elf With the exception of Mr, Gallacher,

the lone Communist momber, only one voles was ralsed in
defonse of Rusala (Mr. Coclits, Labor), and even he admitted

that there had been faults and mistaltes on both sides, 12/

Indeed, one of the most sigrnificant featurcsyin the rf?‘g
debate, as comparod with the debate in I'ay, was the ﬁ‘ﬁ
NTIAL
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strong undertono of antagonism to Rusaia,

What Mr. Churchill had to say about the Far
‘East attracted vervy little positive attention and no
adverse criticlsm. One Conservative member, Sir Ddward
Carpbell, emphasized the importance of reestablishing
British preatlze in the FPar @Iast, and insisted that
both the British and the Dutch should have their
"rizhtful share" in the defeat of Japan. "Unless,” he
said, "there are British forcea capable and ready to
hand to beat the Japanese, our prestige, our Tuture,
our friendship with the natives, our promises to the
natives,- who naturally feel, as all of us would, that
they have been let down,=- will be imperiled." 13/

A preat deal of attention was pald iIn the daﬁaté
te the future of Germany. No loss than seventeen speakers
doalt with the subject, and thar represented collectively
almost overy shade of party opinion. The sentiments
expressed did not reveal any wilde differonces of opinicn
and they inclined towards moderation. Uven Sir John
Viardlaw-Milhe, the chalrman of & parliamentary committee
of Conservatives which has steadily advocated the harshszt
torms for Germany, contented himeelf with saying that
"the strongest course" would have to be followed in Q)
Germany after the war, He did not descend to particulars. }s?]

-~
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No one advoecated partition, and at least two speakers
denounced the so-called Morgenthau plan, 15/ No one
advocated de-industrlalization. MNo one supported, and
more than one speaker opposec, the stripping away of
German territory. There was gencral arresement that
Germany slwould be completely dlsarmed and that war
criminals should be punished. There was, with the
single exceptlon of John McGovern, feneral apreement
that military occupation should follow defeat, but not
ruch in the way of punitive measures was proposed. Many
of those who spoke of punlshment apgreed that in the long
run the Gormans would have to be allowed to work their
passapge home, Commander King-Hall, a well-known champion
of concillatory measures, suggested that the control of
Germany by an international commission should serve as

a proeliminary to the devalupmonf of a Buropean faderation
to which Germany should be a party. 16/ In gencral, it
was felt that what mattersd was nﬂé so much whether
Germany was treatad harshly or geonerously as that there
ohould be agreement among the Allies and a common
determination to anforce thelr terma. By and larpge the

Labor memboera took a more generous attitude towards

Germany than the Conservatives, but Vansittartism was ;Qﬁa
conspleuous by 1ts absence, There were at least three &
c TELAG
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expresslons of dissatisfaction with inslstence upon
unconditional surrender., »r., Nicolson favored’
uncenditional surrender in principle but objectod to
the phrase. "The dreadful thing about the phrase,"

he sald, "is that 1t suggests that we are sseking to
get political ends by military means, whersas if we had
sald 'complete military vietory' it would have shown
that we were trying to ret military ends by military
means, and the effect on opinion in Germany would have
been much less confusing." 17/

There were two speakers, both of them Conservatives,
whe offered short and -easy solutions of the Cerman probler..
Captain Flugge thought that all the difficulties could
be overcome if Germany were to rrant exelusive concesslionsa
for the control of all her transportation and commnications
for one hundred yeara to the Unitad Natlions, who would
proceed to oporate them through private companies. Lady
Apsley suggested "that some part of the military armistice
will be control of Qermmn selentific development after
the war, and I believe that that can be done br eclosing
German technical and scientific collepes and schools,
leaving to Germany cnly the study of the higher mumanities
such as Architecture and other peaceful pursuits."” She ;é§3
went on to sugpest that German sclentists should be talten N
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out of Germany and distributed through the universities
of the United Nations. Tt is indicative of the sobriety
of the debate that thia last sugpestion provoked no
comment ,

Fr. Churchill, in his introductory speech, deprecated
any discussion of internatinnal organization, and the
members in the main respected his wishes. "hat little
was sald rovealod moat clearly, the rift between the Right
and the Left. In general, the staunch Conservatives who
discussed the matter urpged ecaution in making commitments,
One of their nmumber, Cormander Sir A, Southby, was even
more outspoken., "Let us," ho said, "set cur faces againat
any return_to 1;{1&1; sloppy-minded internationalism which
is a dangerous substitute for a Just and honorable British
forsign policy, based on prinelple. The British Empire
is nelther for sale nor will its people consent to any
portion of 1it, howover small, being run under any form
of International trusteeship." 18/ Liberal and Labor
sentiment, on the other hand, strongly favored the
establishment of an international organization without
dolay. Ir, Hynd, Labor, declared it to be the only hope
of international peace in the future. 19/ Sir Percy
Narrls, Liberal, one of the loast contentious members
of the House, ventured to disagree with the Frime
Minister's cautious attitude and advocated a full and a&éﬁ’ﬂ
frank consideration of the machinery for intornational
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peace. 20/ MNr. Aneurin Bevan, Labor, one of the
most contentlous membors of the House, took the same
position in less deferential terma, 21/ It is probably
safe to assume that the cleavape botween Ripht=""ings
Conservative opposition to an international suthority
and Labor's support of 1t astill persisted in the NMouse,
though the expresaion of 1t was for the most part very
restrained 1n response to the Prime Minister's request.
On the other hand, sentiment in faver of a Europsan
fedsration was definitsly indicated by Coclts and Driberp
for Labor, by Captain Thorneycroft for the Left-"ing
Conservatives, and by Commandor King-ilall for the
Independents. 22/ And there was once anﬁin strong support
from both sidos of the llouss for Fhﬂ establishment of a
close federation of Testern ilurope under British leadarshly
The Rirht-Uing Conservatives were most outspoken in
support of such a poliey, and it is clear enouph that
they were thinking in terms of pawaf politices as opposed
to collectlve security, 23/ Labor, on the othor hand,
Justified its support on the mrounds that the propoaed
federation should not be reparded as an alternative to
an international authority but as aupplemnﬁtnry to 1it.
This view of the matter was expressed at len~th by Ivor

Thomas. He pointed out that the United States had taken
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the lead in the "estern llemisphero, that the USSR
clearly intended to take the lead in Eastern Europe,

and that China would almost certainly tale the lead in
Asla when tho Japanese had been overthrown. "hat Mp,
Thomas envisared was reglonel orpanizations within the
general framework of an international authority, He did

not indicate precisely what he meant by "estern Europe.

At times he seemed to be arguing for the unity nf.nll
Europe under RBritish leadership, Specifically he mentioned
Portupal, Holland, Denmark, Balgium; and Norway, It is
to be presumed that he included Irance. He said nothing
about Spain and Italy, and he left Germany suspended in
alr between LZastern and "estern Europe. The nature of
Ehe federation he sugnested was not interral union, but
comon policy amonpg the members of the Tederation on
matters of (1) foreign policy, (2) defense, (3) major
economic considerations, Among the secondary arpuments
which he advanced in support of his programme he
crumerated (1) that after Japan's defeat the members of
the proposed federation would be practically the only
colonial powers in the world, (2) that all the members
would have & common sesboard, (3) that the English had

8 close racial arfinity with the Duteh, the Danes, and

the Norwegians., He went so far as to say that thore waa
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much less difference between a Norwegian and an
Englishman then between an Enpglishran and a Scotchman
or & elshman. 24/

Mr. Aneurin Bevan was more outspolken and more
concrete, He referred frankly tﬁ the necessitr of
building up British power to an equality with the USSR
and the USA., "I would therefore suggest," he said,

"it 18 in Great Britain's primary interest ... to see

to 1t that at the earliest possible morient we base
ourselves on takins the leadership of France, of Holland,
of Belplum, of Norway, of 3weden and Italy, and I hope

of Spain and Portugal. 25/ While neither Thomas nor

Bevan can be regarded as representative firures in the
Labor party, their endorsement of the idea of a "esatern
Buropean federation under RBritish leadership 1is
significant. The Labor party has heretofors been
reluctant to approve of & “estern Luropean federation eon
the prounds that 1t ropresented a return to power polities,
Thomas' conception of 1t within the framework of an
internetlional authority suprests & way in which Labor mighi
identify 1tself with & course of actilon which has wide
popular support.

¥r. Lden summed up the debate, dealing more at
length with what appears to have been 1ts main curronts,

conp IAL
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i.e,, (a) hostility towards Russim's treatrment of
Poland, (b) moderation towards Germany, (c) strong
support of a western federation, 26/

Cn the Pollsh question, he said no more than that
the govurnmunf was deeply interested in Poland and
that they hoped to find a solutlon of it, He orphasized
the importance of not allewing it to create a rift
betwoen England and Russia, On the Qerman question,
he evidently felt that the House had gone somewhat too
far in the directich of moderation, and he was at pains
to point out that plans were already afoot in Germany to
maintain organized Nazi resistance even during Allled
aecup#tinn as the first step 4n preparation for another
way, "So," he added, "I say that the oceupation of .
Germany, and not only the occupation but the taking of
every precautlion that can be devised to prevent the
recurrence of these affalra, becomes the insiastent and
most important respconsaibility of each one of the Allied
povernments. ... The prineipal danpger to Europe -- this
rmay not be egreed te by all, but this is my convietion --
after the defeat of Cermany will be the re-griergence of
a militant Gormany. You may disagree about how you wish
to avold it, but that is the problem which will be & @“’9
contimiing one for the foreipgn policy not only of curselves
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but of all those who come after us." Finally, Mp,

Eden referred with approval to the expliecilt need for
closer collaboration with V'estern Europo., "T arree

with everythins that has been sald on that aub ject, and

I think we can be sure that tho friendships which have
been made by the representativos of those countries
while they have been here in the war years wlll be found
to be of great wvalus whan they return to their own land,
"& have had certain informal discussions about our future
relations and these will be pursued further in due
COUrse. ... On the other hand, I think we would be

wlse to uae these conversations, and our eclome friendship
wlth these countries, as a buttress to strensthen the
peneral werld structure, e should, I think, be wrong

if we thought that in any such arrangerent alone we should
find peace or securlty for ocurselves, It,?ﬂ an eloment
in the general international system and ... 1t will rive
us more authority with the other great powers if we speak
for the Cormonwealth and for our near neighbours in
“estern Eurcope. That seems to me the rirht conception

of the structure that we should try to build, and thnt_
1s just the tark on which we are now, in point of fact,

engared,"

CONFI IAL
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sy_JO  vare MAR 81974
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I think you may be interested in several observations
on conditions in southern France which we have received
from two officers recently returned from an essignment in
the Department of Ariege.

In the liberation of southwestern France, much of the
fighting was carried on by the Spanish maqguis, There are
approximstely 10,000 Spanish Loyalist refugees in that area,
about half of them well armed and experienced guerrilla
fighters. Of the small force which completed the liberation
of Ariege, more than two-thirdse were Spanish.

The beet informed leaders of the Spanish maquis believe
that anti-Franco feeling is rieing in Spain and the govern-
ment will probably fell of its own weight. Sources within
Spain are szid to have reported to these leaders that some
80 per cent of the Spanish Army is prepared to support
Fuerrilla operations against Franco.

Although the Spanish maguis in Ariege disclaim communism

and Russian leadership, thev ere on friendly terms with French

Seoner
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counmunist leaders. In a Spanish newspaper published in

e

France, one FFI leader promised all possible aid to the
Spanish macuis in the liberation of their country, even
to march with them on Medrid if necessary.

The FFI in Ariege und Toulouse is largely controlled
by officers who are not so much communist by belief as they
are adventurers or opportunists disguising their activities
under that name. Since the liberaticn, the renks of the FFI
in that area have been swollen by large numbers of irresponsi-
. ble youths who roam the countryside more eager to exercise
comuand than to account to established authority.

Frenchmen given to sober reflection have been deeply
disturbed by this unstable situstion, and they fervently hope
té see American forces seat into the aree in considersble
numbers. Althouch De Geulle is respected by the general
popul=ztion, serious doubls were exvressed whether his leader-
ship would vrove strong enough to avert chaos in southern
France,

The disorders of the liberztion appear to have had a
lingering effect on the administration of justice. While in
Ariege, the 0SS officers discovered that seven collaboration-
ists were to be shot without trial by a properly constituted

authority. These officers, together with a British officer,

! DECLASSIFIED m
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filed an immedizte protest with the chief of the FFI in Foix
and with the French military representative of the De Gaulle
Committee for southern France. This protest brought zbout
a delzy of severul days, during which time & committee or
court-martial was arrangedc, composed of men wno had done
little to resist £hé Germans but had used every means of
winning control after the Germans had been expelled. Its
deliberations were brief and immediately afterward the execu-
tions were carried out.

In the prison camps, however, conditions were on the
whole good. This was confirmed in conversations with German
officers in a camv occupied by prisoners guilty of systematic

devastation of a nearby town.

ki

William J. Donovan
Director

*
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

St

28 November 1944

Miss Grace Tully
White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Grece:

I think the President will be interested in

seeing the attached memorandum.

will you please see that it reaches his desk.

Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

tou

Williem J. Donovan
Director
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C. -
ps Cae

25 November 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I'bellieve you will be interested in the en-
closed radlotelephone message from our representative
in Berne. Thie report deals with (1) efforts to
arouse ﬁha @lerman people to complete resistance;

(2) difficulties which the Germans have experienced
in connection with the Volkssturm; and (3) anticipa-
tlen of almost total chacs after the collapse of

Germany.

D

William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure.
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OFFICIAL DISPATCH

FROM TO DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF ETRATEGW

RECEIVED

likely form into marsuding bands who will strip the country bare. Famino
will proba be tho fate of the larger Germon cities, In fuet, it 1s like-
ly that scme approaching onarchy will prevall, exeopt whers that anare
ehy is mastored our forees of occupatiom,

The above 1s o blaek pieture, it way be scwewhat overdratm, but I
foar not. 1t moans thot in Garuony Eha oecupying forces und the egencies
working with the oeccn forees will have to bepin to build from the
ground up, under eonditions certainly far more difficult than they have
bad to experionce in any other libernted country. Any plans whieh Allfed
ufmiea wey heve for operating in Germony during these cerly days should
discount conditions somovhat az I deseribed them abows. These conditions
will be aggravoted if the collerse of Germany Gomos, as seems likoly, in
the middle of the 'inter, when conditions of 1life cre the most difficult.
Hunger and cold, plus dcf‘mt and desperation, will not male the Garman
problem cusy to hondle,




OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES m

WASHINGTON, D. C.

26 November 1944

Miss Grace Tully
The White Houase

Dear Grace:

The President will probably find
interesting the enclosed radioctelephone mesBage
from our representative in Berne. I will appre-
clate your seeing that it reaches his desk.

S8incerely yours,

it

William J. Donovan
Directer

Enclosure.




'.. “-_-“J f":‘-‘““'

%F-r # J 5 ¥

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES m
' WASHINGTON, D. C.

M
26 November }Hi
\

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The enclosed radlotelephone message, from
our Berne representative, will probably be of inter- -
est to you. This message reports on the serious and

probably fateful crisis whieh Germany is presently

AP
'LQIII J.« Donovan

Director

experisncing, *

Enclosure.
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RECEIVED IN PLAIN TEXT

Ly VIS Judging Gorman situation from this near-by vantase
1t 1s sometimes cult not to be over-influenced by what has prove.
'- ;o be tewiglzlﬁnwr succesass i-: our n.t-: or b:l; mntlry
- ibly pasas ary, ecconouie or arises Germany.
:Eg :nonma that;; is an lnﬁmhttg of :videm iuﬁ.&%“t
- Germany is now o ough a particularly seriocua i
- to be a fateful crisia. mqhunhhtoutandmthum.md,
_ the South and East,for a 11ttle time longer, but the next week may %
decisive, unfl.on weather conditions are so impossible as to &to
_.;;g:rrmiwn which are rqpidlz closing in on Germany, or to provent the
b dments which are wrecking industry and tr ortation. Tin s
e As to tho lestern Front, the events of tho last fow have b
,;Evtim.tlurly alarning for Gammnlm fact that we have reachec the T
in Alsace would have an effect, ofar as anything can have effact on
‘bemumbod German people. The reaction of Berlin to the battles noar Aael
are sombre, Despite the recently reinforced censorship over all dispat
of forolpn corrospondents in Germany, the Borlin correspondent of La 8
- Was able to report today that the battle of lachen 1is Derlin,
- And that the operation of General ratton's army, if 4t succe » Woul ;
m{ lportant for the months to come, boeause it would mean the tot
oupatlion of the Ruhr, and that, in consequencs, Berlin was conalds:
‘prosent battle, not om a defonsive battle for tho Ciogfr
for the reglon of the and the Rulr, and for the entire
are s ficant words to hear from P AW 1 '
While few Germans are to trave

..\:*-.'.
Bal
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wostern Qernany. But they fear that the German genorals ars too slosel
guarded by the 88 to take any such action, even if the zonerals themselves
should be dispeosed to do it.

Allroports indlcate that the transportation condltionas in Germany
arc becao chaotic. For the Mrut time durlng the war, food dlstributlon
in the larger Gerian citles appoars to be serloualy affected, crsating
danzers benind the front;, bacauss hungry people are less liksly to fear
the danger of the (Geatapoc machine-guns,

On top of all thia, there 1s the mystery about Hitler. Persons come
ing from Berlin, who should bs in dposition to Mmow, have no moro infor-
mation than ve as to Hitler‘s whereabouts or state of hoalth; or the ex-
tent of centrol he 1s exercising over affalrs. It is not inccnceivable
that he may be doliberately allowing speculation to riss with a view to
ueiclng a drametie public sppsarance at some erucial noment. Thies, however,
seoms unllileely, as no moment could be ruch more erucisl than tho prosent,
and his disappearance from the scene has had a weakenlng effect on German
morale, such as it 1s. There are stlll meny people in Germnany who beallave
that Hitler iz a niracle man, and are bolstered up by the idea that he may
yet produce some gigantle counter-measure at a slven moment. But faced with
wonthe of aslleonece, this ¢ ip waning, and if Hitler 1a pleying a walting
gavie, the time during which he can wait 1s fast running ous., The avidence
seens to indicate that he is 111 and has beon 111 since shortly after tho
July 20 attsek. There s sorw documentary cvidonece to indleste that ho was g
at least, jlving orders up to about a month ago, but nothing has been heard
fror him sinse, Of course, the fact that a particular action s taken at
tho direetion of ths Fuehrer dosa not hawvs mch gignificance, as Himmler,
Goebbols, and the militamry authoritises would make use of his name in any
DEED,

On Hevember 10, howevsr, the Voslkischer Beobaghfior published an
article which is consldered by many &s an attempt to propare tho German
people for litlor's disappesrance as leadar of the Third Relch. The art-
lelo, ontitlod "The Man of Genius", 1s very curiously phrased and contains
the followln; passages: '

"At tho high points of world history, there transpires a thing which
an abtentlve porsen can alsc observe in every~-day life. The poraonal slde
of u man of genius with all its inhibitions, d te, nol woaknespes 1s en-
tiroly distinet from his real, highor aself as »-uv in his creative momentae,
and as evidenged by the things he creatss. In tho end, it is not always
pocsible withiman of penius %o fulfill entircly the sphere of astivity
uhlch he himself has oreated. It often limpnens that the sroat work of a
man of genius continues tc develop by its own foree snd aecording to ita
own laws, while 1ts crestor declines and dujenocrates., In other worda, the
weri of & man ol genlus bacomes independsnt of his perscnality. .orld
lotery shows that many rulers of penius, with tholr mortal personality
iald bare te us pitilessly, ut quits independsnt of thet theru remains

~RRen
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FROM Berne TO DIRECTOR., OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES REF. NO.

RECEIVED

the real world-influoncing Self, which, in the years whon ho was paoked
with creative power, bullt the foundations of a nev life."
t10 vagaeaeas. At £iret L6 Poads 1k an soteaph eotiich toalte
atlc vaguenocsas, A [] roads an ap war,
3 8 dooeased leader, but, if one ro-reads it, it sounds more llize an
vork has SutoGroms RiRah Ve S b0 Sl f e e e
work out-rowm oan quls orgotten, even 8
creation lives on u:ull;- the direction of new leaders.
n Germany, ‘we havo Fepacts that to oMY Sepiness S ieri oo aiion
we have reports canny 8 are aye
the sinking ship, Apparently considerablo mmbers of Jepanase oftioisls
from Berlin are be attachad to the same lzlintian, and even larer mm-
bers of Japanese oivilians are applying for visas to come to Switzerland
from Gernany.
The above nay be only straws in tho wind, but the wind is now
blowing on Germany as it has nsver blown bafore.




OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES -m
WASHINGTOMN, D. C. -

25 November 1944

Miss Grace Tully
The White Housme

Dear Grace:

I bellieve the Prealdent would be inter-
ested in the enclosed radiotelephone message from
our representative in Berme. Will you kindly see
that i1t reaches his deask? Thank Yyou.

Sincerely yours,

/Fod

f William J, Donovan
Director

Enelosurs.
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28 November 1044 #GLKJL"

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT :

The 088 representative in Berne has transmitted the
following intelligence, by radiotelephone, dated 27 November:

"Reports reaching us here make the impression that
the local Communist Party in France has been overplaying its
hand, and that :H.;-l popularity is on the wane, After the tri-
als of the last four years, most of the French People do not
wish to be continually stirred up by agitators, and they are
sald to resent recent Communist tactics. It is possible, al-
80, that the French Communists in their attacks on the TUnited
States and American policy have overplayed their hand. A per-
son who was recently in the southwest of France nl;im.n to have
seen leaflets of Communiast origin to the general Iaffum: that
now, thet the Germans have been driven out, the next task be-
fore the French people was to drive out the Americeans. This
propaganda, sccording to my informant, outraged most of the
French in the region where they ere sald to have been spread."

Ui

Williem J. Donovan
Director
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28 November 1944

Mliss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Grace:

I believe the President would be inter-
ested in the enclosed radiotelephone report from
our representative ln Berme. WIi1ll you kindly see
thaet 1t reaches his desk? Thank you.

S8incerely yours,

William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE I'RES]JJEH:II

The following information has been transmitted, by
radlotelephone, by the 0838 representative in Berne:

"The Swiss press 1s giving a good deal of attention
to the tragic state of affairs in North Italy, and, in partic-
ular, to the problem of the Italian Partisans in the Alps, who
are waging a rather désperate battle now rather more against %
the elementes of nature than even against the Germans a?d the
Fascists. ~The Germans have cleaned up the lower valley lead-
ing to many of the mountain retreats of the Partisans and hgve
forced them into areas where food is scarce and the cold and
weather conditions make life bitter. Unfortunately, the Ital-
ian Partisans now feel that they have been rather neglected by
the Allies, and are becoming more and more desperate, not lnow-
.1ng whether the Allies consider that their activities are of
sufficient value to justify the military effort involved in try-
ing to arm, provision, and clothe them for the long winter which
is ahead, Undoubtedly, the situation in all of North Italy is
becoming more and more acute. The fact that France has been
freed, while the hopes of the people in North Italy for libera-
tlon have been disappointed, tends to embitter and discourage
the population. The danger of Communism in the industrial areas
of North Italy is a real one. Or, if not Communism, at least a
kind of anarchy in areas not immediately controlled by the German
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forcea. While this will not make 1t easy for the Germans, it
wlll render our problem doubly difficult upon the liberatlon

of North Italy. It would seem that we had an interest in do-
ing what we can to keep the Itallan Resistance allive, not only
from the point of vliew of the possible mllltary asslistance 1n
cutting the German lines of communicatlons, but also from the
viewpolnt of the maintenance of pesce and order upon the 1lib-

eration of North Italy."

M
Higim J. Donovan
Director
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WASHINGTON, D. C.

20 rovemver 100s  ROTIIORES—

Misa Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Graoce:

I believe the President would find inter-
egting the enclosed radiotelephone meassage from our
Berne repreasentative. Will you be good encugh to see
that 1t reaches him? Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

0? b
William J. Donovan
/ Director

Enclosure.
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v
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The following Intelligence has been received from
the 085 representative ln Berne, by radiotelephone:

"There has not been a time in the last few years
when there was as little ﬁﬂa as 1s coming out of Germany now,
Before the liberation of France, mich about Germany came via
Parlis, and a good deal of news seeped out of Alsace. Now
these doors are closed. Fewer and fewer Germans are being
allowed to leave the country, and some of those who might
normally come do not wlsh to risk the dangers and hardships
of & rliltn'y'trip under present traveling conditions in Ger-
many. The chief railways leading into Switzerland from Ger-
many via Basel are now within range of our gunfire. The for-
elgn press correspondents in Germany have been placed under
new restrictions, and the German press is generally colorleas
and uninteresting.

"In the 27 November edition of the Bund, for example,
which has two and one-half pages of foreign news and commentary,
an ultimatum from Germsny for German-occupled tar_ritory ls in =

i nn

William J. Donovan
Director

short military communique via DNB."
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WASHINGTON, D. C. I I Ilil Ilillin

29 November 1044

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Grace:

I think the President would be inter-
ested in the enclosed radiotelephone report from the
088 representative in Berne. W1ill you ]l:.i_ndly aae
that it reaches his desk? Thank you.

S8incerely yours,

g l
Wililam J. Donovan

Director

Enelosure,
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. OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

. 30 November 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

There is attached an account of a con-
versation had by an 0SS source with anti-Nazi mem-
bers of the Junker class which 1 think you will
find of interest. This is one of the Black reports
series. As ] mentioned in an earlier memorandum
dealing with the Black series, we are giving this
material very careful handling in order to assure
continuance of the reports.

1 am also sending a copy of the within
report to the Secretary of State. However, I am
attaching to your copy alone, a paper disclosing
facts about the Junkers with whom the talks were

had.

&W
William J, Donovan
Director

S
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Special BElack Report

PRESENT ATTITUDE OF GERMAN JUNKERS

Talks with anti-Nazi members of the Junker class
whose names may not, for obvious reasons, be disclosed,
allow us to sketch a state of mind which is now certainly
widespread in Germany.

Junker circles violently reject the accusation
that the wars of 1870-1914 were caused by the Germans.

They say that not so much the economic and other meterial
clauses of the Versailles treaty offended them, but the
accusation in the treaty that they were culpable. They
left the public refutations of thie to demagogues and

kept silent in the convietion that the general internaticnal
situation and not German provocation waes the cause of the
war of 1914. They were sure of reestablishiay German honor
by peaceful means. When Hitler took over power they thought.:
the fool will crash in six weeks. When this did not happen,
they then thnught it was a metter of six months, or two
years. They say the most dangerous support to Hitler was
given by England refusing to act against him azfter Rhine-
land, faar de-militarization, etc. They say the aims of

the greater German Reich (including Austria and Sudentenlend)

Skt
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are those of the great majority of Germans; also of the

G 0

Austrians and Sudetenlandérs. They say Alsace is not really
German, and desire it remain with France, for the Alsatians
always have insisted that German unity is strong in the people
and that the people would rebel against division. They admit
the opposition between Bavaria and Prussia, Baden and Wurtem-
berg, etc., but say that it is only natural for brothers to
quarrel as long as they are together, but unite when anyone
dares try to divide the house. Our spokesmen absolutely
denied that the German people feel themselves superior to
others and claim this is a Nazi propsganda theme. They say
the youth is not indoctrinated by Nazism and that this can

be explained by the fact that the youth is naturally against
those who are in authority. They claim that the Lutheran
Junkers have now close relations with the Catholics in

common resistance, and that the Lutherans often go to
Catholic mass and vice versa. One theme of conversation
seems to be common in these circles: it is not dogma that
matters, but thé common norme of a decent and happy life.
They stress that the sufferings of the German people are
unimaginable eand that the terror wielded by the Gestapo is
even worse than can be described.

They insist that their class, and the majority of

SECRET
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the German people, has a "socialist faith" which is the be-

=5

lief that all men can be given what is necessary for a decent
life through planned economy. As the Nazis have already
expropriated, or control most of the property, liberalistic
capitalism is already a thing of the past. They fear Com-
munist brutalities more than anything else and a longing
for the other side, for France, when they are incorporated
into Germany; for Germany, when they are part of France.
Our spokesmen sav that German-speaking Swiss, Luxemburgers,
are not to be considered as Germans either.

These Junker groups claim they have made three
efforts to oust Hitler, the last of which was the attempt
on Hitler's life made by von Stauffenberg. They say that _
their plens for a German "Commonwealth" have been worked
out. This would not be on the basis of a federation, and
would not include the reestablishment of the King of Bavaria
end other Péinces. It would include the generzl establish-
ment of popular rule by elections, first of village, then
county authorities, finally of regional governments. The
eight unite of the Commonwealth as planned are:

Prussia (including Brandenburg, East Prussia,
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Hanover (including Hamburg, Kiel, Schlesing
Holstein

Saxony (including the Sudenten)

Baden-¥urtemterg, Westfalia, Rhineland, Bavaria
and Austria '

They suggest that two years after the war, a plebescite
should decide if Austria is to join the German Commonwealth.
They insist that the German democracy would not be parli-
mentarian, but awthoritarian, as the Germans are servile,
like to obey, and want a Fuehrer. They say they would
collaborate with Anglo-Saxons if these occupy the whole

of Germany with an international control.

CONFIDENTIAL:

Much stress was laid in¥£his talk on the point of
international control of Germany, The Junker Spokesman said
that if the Allies carried through the plan of having one
part of Germany occupied by the Bolsheviks and the other parts
by English and Americans, then the Anglo-Saxons would find
refusal to collaborate also in the parts occupied by them.

The reason for thie, he said, is that the Germens act as one
people and will not admit that Prussia be subjected to the
Eolsheviks. He strongly advocated a joint Allied Committee

for tie control of the whole of Germany. He gave me the
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impression that there are official talks of Junker Eroups
in this direction, and that he desires to enlist osublic

opinion agencies in this direction.

* W W WO RN R R RN

November 30, 1944.

COMMENT

These talks confirm that even in the face of
catastrophies, the German Junker class has not acquired the
necessary attitude to be a peaceful element. The first
conditions: to admit faults and give up exasgerated pride,
have not been fulfilled.

It is also clear that pan-Cermanism, the claim
that biological similarities must muke the basis of a ctate,
is also not abandoned. The nationalistic aims, if not up-
rooted, are sure to stir up new wars. Even in this reriod
of defeat, there are still threats of what will happen if
the Allies do not fulfill German-made plans.

It becomes evident that the Germans must feel that
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the Allies are firmly determined to divide Germany, as a
nation, into parts, so that ancient, non-nationalistic and
non-militaristic tradition can be revived. As Germans are
admittedly servile,,they must feel the international authority
ie a decided master and that neither pan-Germanism nor Germany
itself can ever be re-established. On condition that there

is no German "bloc" in the center of Europe, German indi-
viduals can rest assured that the Allies will favor for them
also decent living conditions and the opportunity to obtain
personal happiness. They must learn, however, that they can
never find true happiness under a strong German master. It
must be admitted that the German people have not desired the
brutal means Hitler and the Gestapo use, but it cannot be
overlooked that they have forgiven the means, in their desire
for nationalistic aim, and had nationalistic pride as an
ersatz for happiness. It is the German goal for unity,
producing a strength which inevitably brings aggression,

which must be uprooted.
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SOURCE OF SPECIAL BLACK REPORT

The source of the above is Herr von Kessel, "con-

seiller d'embassade" of the Germany Embassy at the Holy See.
He is a Prussian Junker, Lutheran, whose family lives in
Silesia, near Prussia. He is evidently the energetic leader
of the Embassy group: Von Eraun, secretary of the Embassy
(also Prussian Junker, Lutheran) is younger and his sub-
ordinate, and von Weiszacker, the Ambassador, seems to be a
calm and nice gentleman, but not really a driving power. Von
Lessel is a career diplomat, speaking French and English
perfectly, and extremely intelligent and dynamic. He used

to go regularly to Germany: his last mission was last
Christmas. I won his confidence by stating our problem
clearly: no peace can be built on destruction alone but
Germany must have concrete hopes of a possible way to be-
come a peaceful member of the family of nations. Ve want to
stress this central idea in public opinion and now it is the
central idea of the Pope, but the plan to organize the guarantee
of & peaceful Germany must come from inside Germany. He then
started outlining his ideas on which he has worked for a long
time, and is elaborating in a book which is nearly finished.

He has grave fears that if the least thing leaks out about
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his ideas, his family will immediately be slaughtered. At

e

the end of the talk, it was clear that he is a member of a
Junker organization which has, several times, tried to over-
throw or kill Hitler. He confided that the plans (exposed
above) for a German Commonwealth were worked out in detail ani
would have been submitted to the Allies as soon as Hitler
was killed. Happily, the group was able to destroy the
documents before Stauffenberg and other members of the group
were caught, tortured and killed. Von Braun seems to be-
long to the same group, but it is not known yet if won
Weiszacker does.

The preparations for this series of talks have
been very intricate. Father Obolensky, man of confidence
of Cardinal &issErand. studied in Berlin after leaving
Russia in 1925. (His father, Prince Obolensky, former
diplomat, received & visa through foreien diplomatic inter-
ventions). He could thus gradually cultivate friendship
of von Eraun. He then said there was an international
Catholic Agency working now mainly in America with which he
had contact. Von Braun showed great interest and said he
wanted more contacts with Catholics end began to speak of

his anti-Nazi convictions. Obolensky said: "Why don't
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you come over to the Allies?" Von Eraun answered: "What
do they offer us: unconditional surrender. I cannot for-
sake my fatherland on those conditions".

In a following talk, Obolensky said that one of
the founders of the International Catholic Agency was in
Rome. WVon Braun asked: "Could you arrange a meeting for
me to see this gentleman?" Obolensky said: "I will try".
In a following talk (before the audience with the Pope) von
Braun asked: "I hope you will succeed in making an appoint-
ment with"......and gave exact name, status and name of
agency. Thue he evidently has good contacts who knew of my
" yisits to the Vatican which had been very quiet before the
audience with the Pope. (It was after the first signed
article in "I1 Guotidiano" however, so that it is possible
that he may have guessed, by reading this article, that the
work was the esame as the agency described in general terms
by Obolensky.)

The appointment wae made for Sunday, at twelve in
the morning, as there were no employees then. Arriving at
Santo Martha House in the Vatican where foreign diplomats
live, the police refused to let me in. Obolensky, who had

& special paper was able to get through. (I did not want
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to ask for a special permit from the State Secretariate at
this time). He made an appointment in St. Peter's and we
went up to the dome where there were quiet spots where we
could talk. Only von Kessel came; von Eraun, coming later,
could not be warned of the change in meeting place. Von I
1Eessel is very desirous of havinglmnre talks and I have given
him hope that I would find time next week. Obolensky saw von
Braun yesterday and told him of our talk. The common impres-
sion of von Kessel and von Braun is that I raise sharp poli-
tical questions and understand their answers, but that I am
prejudiced because of my belief in the culpability of the
German people, especially of the Junkers. Obolensky has the
impression that von Weiszacker has followed this matter from
the beginning. It is very clear to them that I am only a

leader of W.O0.




OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
. WASHINGTON, D. C.

30 November 1944

Miss Grace Tully
The White House
Washington, D. C.
Dear Grace:

I think the attached memorandum
will be of interest to the President. Will
you please see thut it reaches his desk?

Thank you.
Sincerely,

William J. Donovan
Director

Attachment
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