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Ol"l'ICI! 01" STRATEGIC S ERVICES 

WASHINGTON, o. C. 

3 January 1945 

M! ss Grace TUllT 
The llhite Bouse 

My dear M111 T\11111 

9lllllET 

I bol !e•• tho President would 

be interes ttd in the enolosed mesaage trom the 088 

representative ln London. 

E:ncloaure. 

Sinc&rel7 yours, 

Jj~~. 
G. !dward Buxton 
Ac tlng Dir.c tor 

D!QLAS~1 ..- ·ro 

By •· •. ,; .C'.1 A 



/ OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASH.1.NOTON, D. C. 

J January l 94S 
-

DIC LASS I1IED 
BJ Autborlt7 otc _ _;C...._1-( _.A;;;i;;... 

llEllORAJll>Ull !"OR THE PRP.SID!'llT: 

The following inform&tion 

oss r epresentet1ve 1n London: 

King Peter ot Yugoslavia bas aent the following let-

ter t o King George ot England wi th a copy of bis reply t o 

Churchill : 

• Dear unc le Bertie, 

"P'irst, l et me aey again, on behalf of Sandra and iQy­

selt, all my good •isbes to you and Aunt Elizabeth and 

the girls for a very Happy New Year . 

"I em s ending you a copy of a l et ter I wrote to 

Mr . Churchill . Pl &ase help me to make biltl understand my 

point of view. I cannot act against IQ1' oath to the Con­

s t itution . I know this i s r i ght and w'ise and. will avoid 

a lo t or t rouble in the future, and safeguard tQY people 

fro~ untold miseries . I teel very hur t at the mo~ont aa 

it does not look as if I am given a fair chance ju.st now . 

•r di d not bargain·in the dark days of 1941 wben I 

o""e in on tnis side unhesitatingly. I s t ood by our tra­

ditional fria.nd, Great Britain. !t is only fdr ~t 

Great Britain shoul d stand by me now. On my side all 
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ciy lite I will try to be worthy or thie tritndalll.p and 

trust 1n ••· 

"With lo•e, 

•Peter" 

In d11cuss1n& the 11tuatlon • ltb the OSS repre1entative on 

2 Jemury , Ung Poter reatfir:ned hia determination not to 

sign the l'ito-Subes1oh agreement as it now atanda, under an,y 

cond! t ions . 

$~~-tA-
G. ldward. Buxton 
Ac ting Di rec tor 

DJCLJ.SSIYlD C,..( Pc 
IJ AutbO?'llJ Of~~.cJ;._.-

n~{,, Z. 'Z.. -
. JUN \ I 1973 

By -- - o.a .•,_:z.:.;.,.:.-



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC 9&ftVICE9 

WASHINGTON. O. C. 

llies Grace Tnll1 
Tbe 1lhl. te House 
ll'aahington 25, D. C. 

Dear Ilise Tully: 

8 J enuary 1945 

I believe the President will be int erested 

in the attached report. 

Attachment 

Sincerely, 

,,~~ 
G. FAward Buxton 
Acting Director 

I 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SEllVICU/ / ~ 
WAllHINGTON, 0, C. \)If' /1 

8 J lllluar)' 1945 

I believe you will be interested in the following 

dispatch which we have just received froa our representa­

tive Mr. Bernard Yarrow: 

:Dined with Subasic last night, very perturbed over 

present situation. Has appointment with Churchill Monday 

afternoon, 8 Jenuary, prior to British cabinet meeting 

dealing wi t.h Yugoslavia probleu. 

"Iin& CO.orge of Greece saw I ing Peter and told latt.r 

that be waa ginn the ' Jrd degree'. He spent with 

Churchill fro• 1000 p.a. to 0500 a.a. when he finally weak­

ened and gave consent to Regent' s appointaent. Pet.Ir is 

full of deteraination not to follow sue path. • 

,~~~ . 
G. FAward Buxton 
Acting Direotor 

Cl.:l.A,Srrt'ED ..., 
BJ •<box.Ir or Cl a -

{)() 7 "_ii :;i. -

11 
1£ _NOV_ll.'a73 
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OFF ICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICU 

WASHINGTON, O. C:. 

llhs Grace Tull.7 
The Wbite Bouse 
Waatungton 25, D. c. 
Dear .Mlss Tull,y: 

I belie•e t.ha President will be interested 

i.n the attached report. 

Attachment 

fll~~-
G. Ednrd Buxtoa 
Actin& Director 



. . -- Ol'"l'"IClt 01'" llTftATl:CJIC •MVJCI:• 

W.UHINOTON, D.C:. (25) 

kiss Jrace Tully 
'!'he ~/!lite !!ruse 
,/ashlnston, D. C. 

Oeor !.ass 1\tll.y: 

8 Jmuary 1945 

I believe tho !'resident will be interested 

in the attached report . 

Attachment 

Sincerely, 

~~~~· 
J . F.dwe.rd Buxton 
Actins Direotor 

.. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGICS 
WASHINGTON , D . C. 

8 January 1945 

LJ!:MORANDl.IM FOR 'rl:!E PRESIDE!fl' 

I beli eve you will be i nterested in the ' following two 

di spatches which we have received on 5 January 1945, from our 

representative Mr . Bernard Yarrow: 

''King forwarded yesterday, January 4, oemorandum to 

Churchill dealing specifi cally with legislative powers of 

anti-Fascist Council of National Liberation (AVNOJ) . King 

t akes exception to pr ovision in agreement giving unrestricted 

legi slative power and to fact t hat repr esentatives of AVimJ 

were not elected by people . 

''King sees great danger to hi s royal rights in AVWOJ . 

He concludes : 

' I t hought i t my dut y, lJr . .Prime lJinister , to draw your 

attention t o this very vital questi on of the proposed abuse 

of t he legi slat ive power. Every chance of fair play for my 

sorely tried peopl e, and for Dzy'self, rest s i n i ts not being 

a weapon in the hands of a faction. I put all my hopes and 

my faith in your love of justi ce and libert y. ' " 

DICLAsstn n .) A 
! y Autbortty or Q., \ 

C>~t:. 2L-
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• • • • • • • • • • • • 

"Ambassador Stevenson visited the King t his morning, 

January 5th . He st ated Ki113' s re'Ol.y memorandum to Churchil l 

is irrefutabl e and statements made therein wel l taken, but 

that they lose their significance in face of actual situation. 

l!e said, ' l'here is no•01 a revolution in Yu ~ oslavia and in such 

tii::es no att ention is pai d to legalistic arguments.' He 

stated he will sublili. t to ~ing , possibly this evening, entire 

draft of hi s su53estions. 

"l.Jurin,g conversation, A!lbassador Stevenson stated his 

A.'ll0r ican colleague is entirely in accord with views taken ~Y 

British ;;oYer nmeT\t . 

ir~ill8 replied that under a~eemant the r i:;llts of the 

~ople are aot suaranteod and his ovm constitutional r i:;hts 

~ot sa:esuarded, and he has no intention to sign a.::;reecent 

as it stands and thereby legalizing acts of snall ; r oup claim-

ine to represent r evolutionary element i n t he country. 

"After Ambassador' s departure , iins sent by messenger 

followi n3 letter to Churchill : 

' !Jeer ;,a.. Churchill : 

01CLASSt r110 f"\ "' l"nis 11or :tinq the Jri ti sh Acliassador to Ju,.osl11via 
BJ Autbor l tJ or L l B 

OA ] (p -Z-'-
BJ ~JM. Dat• JUN 1 1 1973 

' 
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came to see me , to l et me know your probable reaction 

to my 2 l et ters to you . Ile said t he points r aised i n 

these letters v1?re irrefutabl e but , as Jugoslavia is 

in a s tate of revolution, no Constitution or any other 

of the e::dstiog l aws' ho~d good at the moment . !.!y 

answer to this vras that unless, i n t he agreement , 1·.er e 

incl uded water-tight clauses prot ecting ~ peo~le and 

my constitutional rights, the r evol ut ionary faction 

represented by Avnoj woul d have unrestr icted legal and 

f actual power s over the 1·.hole l and . This 1•.ould be a 

death- ·,·ra.rrant for my peoule . 

' I have no ob jection to the agreement as a whole . 

!lut t i1e 2 clauses , of the formation of the r egency, 

and Articl e 2 of the a;nendment about the Avnoj wield-

ing le3islati ve \)Ower unt i l the Constituent Assembly 

has f i nished its work a.re unacceutable to me. 

' I am wi lling ana will be t han1<ful , J.ir . ?r i me 

iii.nister , for any suzr::estions you may make to solve 

t hese problems. 

' Yours very sincerely, 
DltCLASSiritt> 
By Author ity of C , / A 
~C,L.."Z--

' l'eter II ' " 

~~~n 
ActiI113 JJir ect or 



'1 - . ·-- OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICl!S 

WASHINGTON, D. C. ( 25) 

lJi ss Grace Tully 
The l'lhite House 
Washi ngt on, D. C. 

Dear Wiss Tully: 

8 Jaruary 1945 

I believe the President will be interested 

in the attached r eport . 

Attachlll'lnt 

Sincerely, 

Jj~r&;;~ -
G. Edward Buxton 
Acti ng Director 

l 



OP'l"ICE OF STRATEGIC 8 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

!' Januaey 19'i5 

.:E:JO.:WflJUl.l JOR THE Plm>I DEIIT 
C1A-

dispatches which we have jus t received f ron our represe:itative 

i'.r . ilernara Yarro11: 

"Last evening, January 5, Ambassador Stevenson, (British 

.Aci>assador to the Yugoslav iover lll!lent) , after seeing ~ing 

in mornin,g, subci tted follo\1in~ writ ten ce;:iorandum: 

' Your !.iajesty, as I nromised you this mornin~ I append 

a fow suegestions for · a decl aration wb.ich your J.!ajesty :night 

rna'~o should Y"'! decide to apnrove the Subasic- ':'ito agree::ient 

and apJoint the proposed Council of Regency. 

' I wish to emphnsi ze that the ae suggestions are made 

personally and pri vately and are not intended to bo exhaus-

tive . It ;c.ay 1~11 be that l'.r . Eden or :.:r. Churchill will 

have further su~~eations to make to your ...ajesty and the 

preo3nt :iote is mer el y an aid to your cons i deration of the 

1)roblel4 with which you are faced. 

' l'he declaration -Ur;ht start vii.th sone aooount of the 

at t i tu de your l.:Sjesty has naintai ned since the coup d' etat 

I 
,l':yJ- 1 

• 
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of hlarch 27th, 1941 and zo on to speak of your earnest des ire 

t o see your count ry l i berated, though circumst ances outside 

:rour control have preven·t ed you f rom tai.:ing an active part in 

that l i beration. Your Llajest y mi.e-1.t continue by seying that 

it is your aruent wish that the :peopl e' s will reeardin:; the 

structure . and .form of tile future Yu,gosl avia shoul d be e:l>.1Jresaed 

wit h complete freedom. You are determined to do all i n your 

power to see that the e voluti on of the futur e state of Yugo­

s l avia shall t ake pl ace peacefully and that the rights of all 

your peoples are fully preserved. On the advice of your 

q,over nment and in accordance with t he powers vested i n you by 

Ac t 116 of the Const i tution you· have ther efore decided t o 

apnoint a Council of Regency which 1rll l exerci se the royal power 

in Yu~oslavia ~ending a decisi 6n regarding the future for m of 

the state . {ou t ake this step on t he clear understanding that 

the l esislati ve and administrative acts of t he united over n-

ment nr oposed in the recent A::ir eement reac'.!ed bet11een J:/r . 

Subasic and ;.;arsi:J.al r ito and the Ar.;OJ will be in strict ac-

corua'lce with the pro;;ram l aid dorm in that agreement . r he 

relevant passa'1e or passages of the a i::;r eement mir,ht then be 

quot ed. DICLASSI1IED 
By Au t bor !ty o f ( ./A 

Mr(e"?Z-
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' You might concl ude the declaration with a passage 

stating that you are at your people ' s service in all thil'l(;s 

and will abide by the expressi on of their will in re~ard 

to the future form of the state. 

' I wish to stress once a3ai n r1hat I said to your J:ajesty 

thi s morning, Jamar/ 6. Your desire to do all that lies 

in your pcr;;er to protect the ri6hts and liberties of your 

peollles is fully recoenized. The fact is, ho11ever, that a 

revolution has taken place in Yusoslavia and no agreement , 

hollev<lr carefully dratted and hO\rever apparently con:prehen-

sive , will preserve those ric:hts if the will to carry it out 

tlisely and tolerantly is lacking. Al .a. that your L:ajesty can 

do, therefore, to pr otect your position as the constitutional 

def'encter of your :ieople' s ri 3hts is to make it clear that 

you accept the Subasic-Tito a'greencnt on the under st!l!ldi113 

t hat it wil l be carried out in strict accor dance vii th the 

unexcentionable 1irinci ,I.es laid do;·m in the a~eocent itself. 

' I have the honor to be, sir 

' iour Lajesty' s obedient servant 

' Ralph Stevenson' 

DI CLASSIFYZD 
By Author! ty ot"_-:..C-'J, fuA...,_ 

d\J N 1 11973 
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"Stevenson informed Kin{ that Har Cabinet is meeti ng 

l.'uesdey to reach decision on Yugoslavia situation. " 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
11.:in3 tells me Ambassador Stevenson gave him ' pep tall:' 

yester day, 5 Jamiary, outlini ng all advanta~os accruine to 

his signing a';l'eei:ent . Pointed O".it i\i113' s wesent financial 

arrangelll3nt will pr obably continue . Emphasized disadvant~e 

follo1ring his refusal to sign, also dan<~er of bein:; cut off 

financially . Vurin3 conversation Stevenson said, ' L1 .American 

collea;;ue is in conplete accord with izy vie11s'. J{inr• s reply 

to Stevenson, as cabled 5 Januo.r-1 was, ' I do not intend to 

le;alize by si3ning the a:;reeoent the unconstitutional er-

ran.3e"1ents entered into by Tito and Jubasic'. 

, J \ "Pursuant to usual procedure, this morning, ;) anuar-.r , 

I infor:;ied Patterson above inforltlition. Learned from him 

Stevenson related to Patterson his talk with i<ing but did 

not convey :G.no;' s reuly to Stevenson, leaving impression 

with l'atterson that everythin~ was i.n the ba13 . Patterson, 

prior to l'JY arrivol., drafted cable based upon nicture pre­

sented by Stevenson but modified it to correspond to actual 
DI CLASStrt.it 

: acts as -;iven by ::ie . By Au\bority or CIA. 
~ Z-2-
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"Sa\'I Subasic this morning, 6 Jamar/. He was in 

nervous state of mind and spoke of his deep concern over 

delay. ' I run afraid,' he said, ' if longer postponed, not 

,only t he Xins will be out but I wil l be kicked out as \'rell 

and Tito wi l l for m his 01m government which will be r ecog­

nized by Russia following t he Lubl in precedent.'" 

DICLASSIHED 

G. Edward Buxton 
Acting Director 

l!y Authority of C< A 

~7&,Z.'l-
By n .. : c 6U N 1 1 ] 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

!.'.iss Grace 1'ully 
l'he -.llli te 'Jouse 
',/ashington, lJ. :: . 

lJeur i..i ss Tully: 

~ January 1945 

I believe the President will be in-

terested in the attached report . 

Sinoerely, 

\ 

~~~ 

DIOLASSU'f!D , /" l A. 
By Author i ty of_ '-' 

I}. ~dvm.rd Buxton 
Actin~ l>irector 

By M)\ D.Ho ,!! IN 1 1 1973 

• 



~;~~~~!! .~,/-~---.-
3 January 1945 

I belieYe yoi will be interest~d in t.he tollo.-. 

in<; diepatoh w!tieh WI! have just receive~ froa oor 

representative L.r. Bernard Yarrow: 

"l'hi s oftornoon, J'anuary 8, ;{ine received 'lroll , 

Krnjevio , Banjsnio , President of Yugoslav .rational 

Party and iludlsavljevic , President of Inde]lendont 

l.A!:iocrotlc Party . All 4 urgeo. :n ~ not to si:in a;:reo-

11ent 01111 Hptlll8i zod that !to is now sole clefeoaer of 

]leOPle' ~ riJhta IUld c8-'lnot afford to let thea a0tm by 

l •1al.fall\' unaonstituti ~"al acts conteCl])latod by a~e::ient . 

'7o!:l0rro\'I afternoon, .r S'\uary ; , Kin~ will see Chur-

0'1111 . Is now oreparin~ final memorandum for Churchill 

·ioltich 1011ven no dou'.1t that he will follow oourso horoto­

foro odopt od . " 

DI CLASSIY! ED 
BJ •utbo• H 1 of,_~C,..,i.( AQ.._ 

JUN I l 't973 

1. 3d1.•>l"d !luxton 
Act'na uirector 

()~ ( q 'Z.. <-
BJ ta~••----

.YOF lf Cftff 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WAllHINOTON , D . C:. (25) 

Miss Grace Tully 
The i'fhi te House 
;-ias irington , D. C. 

Dear iliss Tully: 

9 January 1945 

' ' 

I believe the President will be 

interested in the attached reoort. 

Attachnent 

Sinoerely, 

~~T. 
G. FJ:lward Buxton 
Aoting Director 



/ OFFICE OF STRATEGIC S 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

9 JanU8l'y 1945 

ME\!ORANDU1! FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I believe that you wil l find of i nterest the fol lowing 

di spatch which we have just r ecei ved f r om our representat i ve 

Mr . Bernard Yarrov1: 

"Ki ng s eei ng Churchill thi s aft ernoon, January 9. 

"King showed me f ol lowing le t ter which he will leave 

with Churchi ll after conference: 

•London, January 9, 1945· 

The Ri ght Hon. Winston Churchi l l , 

Prime Minist er, 

London, S.W. l. 

Dear li!r . Churchi 11: 

•\'/hen I heard that I was going to have the pleasure of 

seei ng you t oday , I wrote this Je t t er , which I am leaving 

wi th you, so that ther e could be no misunderst anding of my 

at t itude. 

DJCLASSIJUD 
Br Aut horitr of_..:C~( .:..A....,._ 
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•I have considered all that I have wri t t en to you, also 

all that I have heard si nce my last meeti ng wi th you and 

from all this I must s t ress again my very f irm oonclusion. 

I have never for a moment put in doubt the fundamental 

question of t he agreement about t he future form of the Stat e 

of Jugoslavia, and about the peopl e being able t o express 

their will with complete freedom. But nobody can ob ject if 

I ask for all guarantees as a const itutional monarch that 

the people 's fre~ will must be freely expressed without in­

t erference from any one particular party. I feel that I, 

as the second const i tutional factor in the State , am entit l ed 

to defend and safeguard these pri nciples. 

•I have already expressed myself clearly about these 

mat ters in my lett ers to you, Mr. Prime ~!inister . 

•I cannot go against my conscience. I am positively 

convinced that in fol lowing the course which I have adopt ed 

I all! protecting the rights of my people and fulfill ing my 

duty towards them and my country. 

D!CLASSTI'l!D /\. 
By Autbori ty or·__;C....~.L( .:.O..,. 

OOJ(oL'L 

' Tours very s i ncerely, 

"Peter II R'" 

~~ 
Sy 6}& Date dUN 1 1 1973 Acting Direc~~ 

I 



t!'JAf .4 ~~ ~ /?' ,--1/J' ~ Ji_ ~ '1'C'IJ11'C"T t v OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. ( 25) 

10 January 1945 

l.liss Grace Tully 
The ·,fhite House 
Washin~ton , D. c. 
Dear Miss Tully: 

I believe the President will be 

interested in the attached report . 

Attachment 

' 

Sincerely, 

a~J'. ~.-.-
Charles 3, Cheston 
Act~ng Director 

l>J:CLASSIFIED 
er Au tbort ' >" "' C.ift. 

NOV 2 7 187.) - -
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Ol"FICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

10 January 1945 
H CLASStFIED 
BJ Autborl ty or ( I/fl 

MEMORA.NDUJ.! FOR THE PRESIDEN'r 647«Ait __ _ 
By ->&.. ta1t NOV 2 71973 Kno11ing of your interest in the present attitude 

and situation of the Italian people, I think you may 
wish to read a fel'I observations which we have recently 
received from an officer stationed in Naples . 

This officer states that he has tne impression of an 
area in space which is smashed physically and peopled by a 
black and gray nass of unla.ughing faces . Society having 
lost most of its structure, life becomes a day- to-day 
matter . In ~an,:r cases there is literally no food to be 
had, and houses are so cold and d111:1p that in the evenines 
one goes to bed very early. Public servi ces such as tele­
phones and transportation are either a.trophied or f1tnction­
i11r spasmodically. 

People try to steal a pair of socks here, some butter 
there, even chestnuts -- anythil\IZ to provide •'mrmth or food 
for tuo day . They are clever at t his sort of thini> . For 
instance, after a dele~ation of Soviet l abor union officials 
had been carried i n triumph throueh t~e streets on the 
shoul ders ol.' enthusiastic Italian workers , one of the Russians 
found hLnself \"l'ithout his shoes . 

,. 



- 2 -

It may be necessary fo r women to sl eep vii th t he sol di er s , 

and this is done on a very l arge scale . The men are bitter 

about what they call the pros ti tut i onali sm of thei r wor.ien , 

ye t a gr eat many pare~ts send thei r daughter s out so that 

the family may have the wherewithal to carry on. 

It goes vii thout saying tha t the black market i s f l our i sh­

ing. I t shou.let be called t he marke t rather than the black 

market ; and the curious and bitter f act i s that anything can 

be bought t here- -at a price. Sausages fo r br eakfas t are 390 

l ire ($3 .90} per pound. This i s stiff by U.S. s t andards , 

and no comment is necessary on how it afiects the local popu­

lat ion. It i s parti cular ly dist r essine to see gr eat quanti­

ties of Allied goods sol d in the market . American cigar ettes 

are 90 lir e a pacl,(, and t he sal es. volume i s very heavy indeed. 

Furthermore for eigners are continually beset by Itali ans 

seekin~ somethi ng in t he way of ei ther food or favors . All 

these things oft en make Allied per sonnel i rritabl e and cyni cal -

i f not harsh - in their dealings with the l oca.l population. 

At the same t ime a certain sel f -f l agellation is observed 

on the part of many I t al i ans in al l social strata . Time and 

a3ain t hey speak of themselves contemptuously, sayin~ they 

are capable of nothing, their leaders ar e either idiots or 

DECLAQ<:'.........-r.' D 
~! ... - .•• ~ 
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crooks, and their mili tary effort a shlll!l . They call them-
solves co11ards and fools for ever ha vine endured fascism -­
and yet one wonders whether tnese are not the verr people 
who not only submltted to fasois1,1 but were its most enthus­
iastic supporters . As a whole they are bewildered and con­
fused, and somoti.f.les they react in a pitiful childlike 
dependency upon the Allies . 

1'he political atmosphere, particularly in recent days, is 
one of considerable tension, naturally a~gravated by the min­
isterial crises . Of course, each party shouts its v1ares 
l oudly and cle.bs to represent "the mass of the people . " 
'l'he tension is manifested now and then in street fighting 
between politica.L groups . Considerable elements of the popu-
lation, ho:vever, .;o not care a ·.-;hit fo::- any or the parties 
and are a.Lread~r <).uite sick and tired of the whole political 
~ess . So~P of these people are not averse even to a dictator ­
ship of some sorl, in tne hope that a semblance of system and 
order may be re-established . This is a danrerous analo~ue of 
conditions existine in Ite.I.v during 1~19-20 . Si.f.lultaneouslv 
there is e. feel inp of disillusionnent in certain quarters as 
a result of tne Allied directive that the Partisans in the 
north lie low durin3 the 

cannot be r iven thee. 

r1inter since effective _ _..........'I') 
' o• · 'l°'.>Y,..- " 

support 

' 
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With the atmosphere in I taly so tense and short-

tempi;>red, this observer fears that all sides in•rolved in· 

the coming European polit ical conflict will make jw!gnents 

on t he basis ~f rancor rather than fact. He is not certai n 

that many neople have learned 'nuch from the war. As often 

happens , they may have learned the \'TI'OOJ:\ t hing -- for at 

present there is certainly very littl e brotherly love among 

the paonles of Europe. At times they see:n lost on a vast 

sea 0f misery, anger and confusion. 

• Charles d. Cheston 
Acting Di rector 

DECLASS.,.......,T) 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. ( 25) 

Miss Grace Tully 
The \Thi te House 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Yi ss Tully: 

10 J anll8l'y 194 5 

I believe the Presi dent will be 

i nterested in the attached report . 

Si ncerely, 

~~ $ a -."'.,.-" -
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

At tachment 
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WASH INGTON, D. C. 

10 January 1945 
DICLASS!'1C 

MEMORAIIDU'J .!!'OR THE PRESIDENT 

I believe you will be interested 

dispatch which we have just received fran our reoresenta­

ti ve .Mr. Bernard Yarrow: 

"This evening, January 9th, King reported to me 

immediately after his conference with Churchill. Churchill 

received King in presence of Eden and Stevenson. Churchill 

was exceedingl y cordial. He tol d King as follows: ' I am an 

Englishman and a foreigner to Yugoslavia. You ere the !Cing, 

and probably know your people better. !Jy personal. advice to 

you is to sign agreement . Of course I may be wrong in my 

judgnent , but in i:iy opinion by signine agreanent you wi 11 

preserve the continuity of Royal Yugoslav Government. You 

can give me three answers: 1. Comnlete acceptance of asree­

ment . 2. That vou cannot make up your mind. 3. Categorical 

refusal to sign. I would ask you t o give me your answer ae 

quickly es possible after you weigh the whole matter so that 

I may inform Marshal Stalin and Tito of your deoision. I 

believe, end yet I may be in error, that if you do not sign 



this agreement 

S[PR~ 
f -
Your Majesty 

will probably fom a new government which we will formally 

recognize , but we will continue to deal with Tito. This sit­

uation is risky for you, for Tito ms:r proclaim a republic, 

repudiate you, and put an end to your dynasty. l'hese are 

the possibilities.• Churchill further said , ' Even if you 

should name your own Regency, they will still be under Tito' s 

thumb.' In regard to the AJNOJ provision, Churchill said, 

' Your meaiorandun r agvdini;: the AVNOJ i s well taken, for its 

manbers are not elected representatives of the people , but 

J ubasic told me yesterday that he is sure that Tito would 

agree that the former mmbers of PQr li8lllent now living in 

Yugos~avi;a s hould join 1'1i th the AVHOJ members.' In discuss­

ing provision of agreement excludin~ Kine' s return to Yugo­

slavia , said, ' Y'our Majesty, if you should go back to 

Yugoslavia no-11, you would be co:il'Delled to sign oany death 

warrants at l'ito' s request , and if you should refuse to sign 

them you would find that within 24 hours your own name 19ouJ.d 

be added to the list. ' ~den expressed sympathy to King's 

situation, sayinR, ' Unfortunately, you are surrounded in 

DIOLAssrn!bondon with incompetent politicians who are indeed of little 
B1 Author I ty or C I At 

6 D=:i& J..-Z... 
87 ~ Date JUN 11 1973 
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assistanoe to you. '/lhy don ' t they go,' b.e continued, ' to 

Yugoslavia, to oarr y on their political activities over there. 

I 8!11 at your disposal , Your !.!ajesty , and if you wish any 

information or my assistance to OO!le to a decision, don't 

hesitate to call on me at any tilll.e. I advise you to sign 

agree:uent. ' Churchill finally assured King: ' I shall always 

be your personal friend, whether you remain King or not. 

~eke up yo11r Illind after careful consideration, and l et me 

know your answer. ' 

"At 6 p .m. Ambassador Stevenson called King and asked 

whether he and :El:len could come to Clari dge ' s Hotel and assist 

Ki ng in draftinB his answer. Kine thanked Stevenson, but 

said he would have to think the matter over hilll.self . King 

told me that he is going to nursue the course stated in his 

letter which he left vri th Churchill today. (See our memo-

, r sndum dated 9 January 1945· ) King is meeting tooiorrow after-

noon secretly with $utej and J\rnjevic to ~et their suggestions 

to formulate his final reply. 

11.tG.ng emphasized that Churchill and Eden, in expressing 

their advice to sign agreement, did not exert any pressure 

DICLASSlrIID on him to do so. " °' 4ck ~. &, I '4-87 Aut bor it7 o! f'~t P[P.S .,.1 po 7c, i.. ___!,..._ :y . , 
87 ~ Date JUN 11 1071 " ' 

Charles s. Cheston 
6 Acting Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES smm 
r~ 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

ll J anuaey 1945 

The following conYeraation ocourrecl on 25 IOYaber 
between & (the highest authorit7 at the aouroe) and B, the 

leader of one of hia 11ost important organisatiou: 

&: About Japan we alreadl anawered that we will 

study the possibilit7 of mediation. Anyhow it would.be ad­

Yiaable for Japan not to make any unfitting gesture, for it 

would only hara itself. 

B: I think that the Russian Govemment has alread,J 

decided to renounce the neutrality pact with Japan and t.)lat 

in the coming conference between Stalin, RooeeYelt and Churchill . 
the three leaders will just fix the method and the time for the 

renunciation. However, it would be useful to ascertain the lim­

its of concessions which Japan is willi.ng to make. • This could 
'· be done by one of our men who is in Tokyo and who is veey able. 

&: Very wel l. We will give instructions on it. But 

it will be necessary to ascertain the peace conditions which 

would be offered b7 Great Britain and America, in oreer that 

I 'Al ,{i'/)$'()~5~ I 
~~ u. ?./,-,,. Cl 
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we 'llJJ.1 be able t o see whether the difference between the t wo 

stands could be solved b7 aediation. 

B: Thia will be Tery difficult, probably impossible, 

for the Allies want an unconditional surrender. They feel sure 

of Russian cooperation. The news of the resignation of the 

Polish Prime Minister confirms the belief that the relations 

between Poland and Russia are evolving in f avor of the USSR, 

and that Moscow on the other hand rill comply with the Allies' 

wishes in the Far East. 

! : Perhaps you are right. At any rate we must try 

to find out what are t he conditions of the Allies. We hope the 

American representative here will hslp. Please inform your un 

in Toq o that it is necessary to mow the attitude of the Toqo 

Gove.l'llllent before determining whether our intervention is op­

portune. We recommend that he insists t hat Tokyo keep cal.II, 

at least until our answer. 

B: I shall follow your orders promptly. But J ap­

anese circles are Tery excited. They hope that the war in 

China may definitely turn in favor of Japan before the Allies 

can seriously intervene. 

BRET 
• 
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.l: Thie consideration should favor aediator7 Mi-
tion. 

VESSEL 7-a 
Report of 4 December 1944 

a~s~ &.4-_ 
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

SE BRET 

• 
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oirFICE oir STRATEGIC SERVICES BRH 

Miss Grace TullJ 
The lhite House 

Dear Ilise TullJ: 

WASHINGTON, D, C. 

11 January 1945 

Fro• time to time we receive measages from 
sources in the Vatican. In order to afford the IOW'Ce 
the greatest possible security, we have adopted the 
code 11BJH "VESSEL• for these reports. Under separate 
cover I Bil sending you VESSEL report 7-a, which, with 
this explanation as to source, I think will be of in­
terest to the President. 

Sincerei, 7ours, 

l1/W.t ~ &-~-. -
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

BRET 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

Mias Grace Tull;r 
The lhi te House 

WASHINGTON, D. C. '/If 

11 Januar:r 1945 

lf1 dear 111111 Tull;r: 

I believe the President would be 
interested in the enclosed VESSEL report nllllbered 7-a, 
dated 4 December 19.44. 

• 

F.nolosure. 

Sincerely yours, . 

Gt~ s.&.-,-__ - -
Cbarles S. Cheston 
Acting DiNctor 

. ' 

5E8RET 
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OFFICE OF STRATCOIC SERVICES ......... 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

11 January 1945 

Miss Grace TuU, 
The White House 

Dear Miss Tully: 

I thinlc the President would be inter-

ested in the enclosed message fro• the OSS representa­

tive in London. 

Enclosure. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ S'. @; .. ~ -
Charl es S. Oheston 
Acting Director 

DICLASSIFIJ:D A 
87 Au\borlt7 ot C ( 
~a J £e Z--z.. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES P. ~.a 
WASHINGTON, D, C. 0 
11 Januar, 1945 

' ' 
The OSS representative in London baa transm.itted the 

.f9llowing information: 

In a recent conference with the OSS representative, 

Prem.ier Subasich summarized his conference of 8 January with 

Prime Minister Churchill. Churchill showed Subasich the memo­

randa of Iing Peter and Irnjevich .LProminent l eader of Uachek's 

Croat Peaa&nt Party and former Yugoslav Vice Premier, who is 

unsympathetic to the Partiean,i7, and proceeded to raise several 

questions regarding the constitutionalit7 of the proposed Tito­

Subasich agreement. Subasich, pointing out the illegal origin 

of the 1931 Yugoslav constitution Li reference to the fact that 

the 1931 constitution was promulgated by royal decree instead 

of by a constitutional assembi,, this procedure having been spe­

cifically forbidden b7 the preceding constituti0D7, repiied that 

it would be difficult now to defend the monarchy on constitu­

tional grounds. Subuich asserted that if such a defense were 

attempted •the war would be lost in Yugoslavia•. 
DICLASSIPIID 
By Author! ty or_.:C~f..:A...__ 
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locording to Subasich, Churchill declared: •1 do not 

like this agreement. It appears to set up a dictatorship by 

Tito, who has the aray under his control, But I do not see any 

other way to solve the problem and I shall advise the King to 

sign the agreement.• Churchill further pointed out that the 

agreement does not provide for the free functioning of other 

political parties ,Lthan those included in the Partisan move­

men.!:7 and emphasized that t he members of the Avnoj 1.f,he Parti­

san Anti-Fascist Council of National Liberatio.Ql are not elected 

representatives of the people. Subasicb replied t hat he is con­

templating the possibility of broadening the .!vnoj by inclusion 

of former parliS111entarians now in Yugoslavia. 

In conversation with the OSS representative, Subasich 

complain~d of not having seen King Peter for three weeks. Be 

expressed concern over the •unfounded fears• of Britain and the 

United States that a Communist dictatorship will be installed 

in Yugoslavia, adding that the people of Yugoslavia want only a 

democracy e.nd will insist on this form of government. Even 

Stalin himself, said Subasich, does not wish a Communist regime 

DECLASSIFf!D 
By Autbor l ty of_..i.C-/L..Ai...i;.._ 



/ 
-

- .) -
in Y1J80slav1a.. Fi.nallJ', Subuich expressed his hope that 1 t.he 

Iing will himsel£ grant concessi ons rather than have them t~en 

by the masses themselves.• 

°'~~'.~ Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

DICLASSfFrll> 
BT Autbor i t T ot,_,,C""',{._.A_,__ 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, O. C. 

11.iss Grace Tully 
The lh.ite House 

Dear lliss Tull;y: 

11 January 1945 

I believe the President would be 

interested in the enclosed aess&&e, which was. re­

ceived from the OSS representative in London. 

Enclosure. 

Sincerely yours, 

a~~·.~ 
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

DJ:CLAssrrm 
By Au thority ·ot _ ___.Q,.,f.,.A...__ 

By Date JUN 111973 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

11 Jan11a17 194~ 

OSS representative in London: 

On the night of 10 January, at 2.300 boura, Iing Peter 

completed deliberations with bis advisors concerning h.is final 

rep}J' to Church.ill on the propoaed agreement between the Yugo­

slav Goverruaent-in-.txile and llaraball Tito's Partisan adminis­

tration. The letter t o Churchill ["rejecting the proposals con­

cerning a regency and the delegation of legislative powers to 

the Partisan Anti-F11BCist CounciJ7 was to be delivered on the 

11<>rning of 11 January. At 1200 noon on 11 January it was 

planned to release the Iing' s decision in a communique. 

At 1100 on the morning of 11 January, British Ambas­

sador stevenson learned from Iing Peter's adjutant the contents 

of the proposed commnique as set forth below. stevenson tele­

phoned to Iing Peter and Princess Aapuia :Eden's instructions 

and nrning not under any cil'CllB8tances t o release the com­

munique to the press. :Eden bi111Self telephoned Iing Peter at 

bis country residence requesting an imediate interview. 42 

• 
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press representatives who had gathered at thll Ro1'!ll Yugoslav 

Court. to receive the promised cOJlllllllllique were informed, 1111Ch to 

their annoyance, that laat-llinute developments had prevented 

its pUblication. Liccording to press reports, the co1111111111ique 

was issued later in the day;] 

The foll01Jing is the text of King Peter's letter to 

Prillle Minister Churchill, dated 10 January: 

•Dear Mr. Churchill: 

•Aft.er having seen you and after very seriously weigh­

ing the matter, I am writing to give you 111 answer. I approve 

the fUndamental proposals laid down in the draft agreement and 

its amendments. 

•My acceptance, however, is subject to modification of 

the two clauses dealing with the suggested formation of a regency 

.and Article 2 of the amendment. I feel most strongly that my peo­

ple must be given the opportunity to freely express their will. 

•1 will accept any popUlar decision on this matter but, 

as a constitutional monarch, I consider it my sacred duty not to 

hinder this by any .act of mine. I 1111st insist, if a regency is 

unavoidable, that it be chosen by me and be responsible to ae 

and to the fUture f'reelv elected parliament. 
D! CiJSSIFIED 
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•as to Article 2 of the 1111endment under which the 

'Anti-Fascist Council of National Liberation would wield unre­

stricted legislative powers until the constituent assembly had 

finished its work', I regard it as utterly unacceptable. To 

accept it would mean that I concurred in the transfer of all 

political power in Yugoslavia to a single group. 

1A happy fUture for ~ country 11111Bt be based on a na­

tional concentration of all deaocratio part.ies and movements as 

the only guarantee of a new and better start in Yugoslavia. 

"I em deeply grateful to you, dear Prime Minister, for 

your great kindness and consideration. I em always at your dis­

posal to do anything I can consistent with my duties, to find a 

solution satisfactory or at least acceptable to all. 

•Yours very sincerely, 

•Peter II R.• 

DICLASSirI!D O..< A 
By Autbor l t y or·_...:_~--~'"-m (o k 2 
By Du io_:J::,::U:.:.N;...;.1 _t _19 73 

~.w..S'.~ 
Charles s. Cheston 
Acting Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTOf'!, D. C. 

Miss Grace Tull.)' 
The lhite Bouse 

Dear Miaa Tully: 

12 Janua?'7 1945 

I think the President would bt 

interested in the enclosed ussage, fro11 the OSS 

representatbe in London. 

Sincerely yours, 

°'"""' ~ ~-.• -. -Charles S. Cheston 
Actin8 Director 
• 

Enclosure 

DI CLASSI1llD /\ 
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OFFICE O F STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

12 Jmv.arr 1945 
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the Ii.ng readil1 accept.eel. The phrue originall1 reading • the 

ti.rat concerna the suegested :forution of the regenc.r• wu 

changed to read •the first concerns the suggested form of the 

regenc7•. In the final paragraph of the c01111W1ique the sentence, 

'Fraternit.r with Russia is the basic sentillent of the Slav peo­

ples and the Ii.ng would welo011e an opportunity to confer directl1 

with Marshal Stalin; whose name has meant so much to the people 

in their heroic resistance. 1 , was changed to read, •Fraternity 

with Russia is the basic sentillent of the Slav people and the 

Iing has the greatest regard for Marshal Stalin, whose nall8 has 

meant so much to the Yugoslav people in their heroic resistance.• 

~~~~ 
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

DIC LASS IP!ID 
87 Anthor i ty ot_ ....iCoc.JJ.f&.;.i..._ 
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-- OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

IDB WfiSRii 

11.iu Oraoe Tull7 
The White Rouse 

Dear II.he 'l'ull7: 

15 J&nU&1'7 19'5 

I think the Preaident would 

be interested in the enoloeed meaeage, fkoo• the 

oss repreaentatiY• in London. 

En<>loaure . 

Sinoerely youra, 

O, Bd•ard Bwtton 
Acting Director 

REGRADED tmCLASSIFIED 
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llEllOllANDUK FOR '1'HB PRESIDDT: 

'l'h• tollow1ng 1nto1'111At1on Ila• bHn t ran•1tted 
by the OSS repreeentat1v• 1n London: 

Subaaich rega:rde Ilng Pe tar' e communique or ll 
Janua:ry aa a aatietacto:rr atatement s1nc• it accepta th• T1to­
Subae1oh ag:reement in principle . Subaaioh reel• that h• oan 
eaa1ly aeet th• Xing'• objection with rHpect to the Regener 
by aubetituting three other namea . He doea not regard th• 
King•a ob jecti on to th• AV'6.0J ae inatu'llOuntable and reel• cer­
tain that arrangementa oan be concluded to include all former 
members or Parliament into the AVNOJ. 

On 12 Janua:ry Subaaieh wrote to lti.ng Peter 
expressing hia pleaeure over the King ' s "agreement in principle" 
and hi• cont1deno• that the two or them together could t1nd a 
satisfactory solution to the two point• to which the King took 
exception. Subaeieh told aouree that he would like to take the 
1aeabere or hi• Government to YUgoalavia eo as to avoid a pre­
dicament aimilar to that of the Polieh Oovernment-in-exile, but 
waa reluctant to do ao , becauee he eaid he bad "• bunch of 
eaboteura• around h1m. He aho ill!}'.llied that it the King were 
amenable, he would probably go alone to Yugoelavia tor t\trther 
negotiatione. 

The following 1• a •wmarr of eventa following 
the ieauance of King Peter •a communique: 
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Subasioh cal.l•d a cabinet meeting on 12 J anuarr 
at which th• majoritJ recomm•nded that th• Gov•rnment r•aign 
since th•J took th• King'• poe1t1on to 1nd1cat• tb&t he had 
no confidence in the cabinet. Subaaich p•rauaded thalll to det•r 
action. 

Later tb&t daT Britiah Alllbaasador Stevenaon 
asked Subasioh in the name or Churchill not to resign and to 
consult with Stevenson or Eden before taking an1 action. 
Stevenaon al.ao transmitted Churchill' s r eminder th.at 3.lbaaich 
should reel tree to call on Churchill or Eden on a moment' a 
notice, it need be. Subaaich then called a cabinet meeting, 
informed the member a or Churchill'• meuage, and the cabinet 
decided not to reeign. 

Subaaich later ottered Groll the vice-preaidenoJ 
or the AVllOJ. Groll apparentl1 did not give a definite answer 
but 1• atronglJ t•mpted to accept. 

The King replied on 14 January to subaaich'• 
letter asking tor an interview, stating: "As eoon as I have 
an opportunity to obtain the benetite or the thought• or a 
rew tn0re persons, I shall advise you as to the date when I 
oan see 1ou. • 

In a letter to Eden on 12 January, a'loloeing a 
copy of hie col!Zl!Ullique, the King wrote: "Please understand 
that 11fY etand waa not out or aeltiehnesa or atubbornesa but 
because I cannot let 11fY people down in their hour or great 
need," DI CLASStfl!D A 

B7 Au tbor> t7 or _ _...;C=/.., ... _ 
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Eden replied on 13 Janu&r7: •I ahould like 

your Majesty to know that I am a1ways at your service to dia­

cues tb.e attairs ot your country ahould you wieh to eee me." 

The King will stay at bia country plaoe on 

15 January and on le January plane to see Tritunovich and 

Gavrilovich, t wo old Serbian leaders; Karusich and Koesanovich, 

members ot hie Government, and Partiaan General Vel•bit. Be 

will see Eden on 16 or 17 January. 

All ot the following •aa told eource 111 th• 

King in strictest confidence: 

At bia meeting with Eden, Peter plane to 

exprese hie determination to meet with Tito in person, because 

he haa no confidence that Subasich will safeguard hia royal 

rights. He will requeat that Eden or Churchill be present at 

the conference. 

f/.~~-t;. 
G. Bdward Bwcton 
Acting Director 

D! CLASSI1IED 
By Autbori ty o t'. _ _..:.;O.:' &.i( 4.,.__ 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES K1i1([l 
WASHINGTON, O. C. 

XEllORANDUll FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

On ' Janua17 19•5 the higbeet authority at 

eo\U'oe con!'e l'?'ed with Cardinal. Pietro P'Umaaon1- Bion41, Pretect 

ot the Congregation tor the Propagation ot the Paith, who 

presented a memorandum baaed on reporta trom the Apoetolic 

Delegate to Japan and t'rom the Coneiatorial congregation. 

'l'he memorandum, dealing with the poaei ble baeee ot a negotia­

ted peace between the Japanese and the Anglo-Americana, aakee 

the t ollowing pointe 1 

(1) The Japanese minimum demand• tor a 

negotiat ed peace are the tollowing1 Japan will renounce all 

occupied t erritoriee except Hainan and Bong Kong. Mancbukuo 

i• to retain i te preeent etatue. The Phil i ppine• are to be 

independent and sovereign, tree trom all United Sta te• tiea. 

India ie to be elevated to dominion etatue 1n the Britieh 

Co11111onwealth ot Nationa. The Dutch Eaat Indiee are to be 

elevated to dominion atatua under Holland. Japan will withdraw 

completely trom China on condition that th.e Hanking and Chungk1ng 

government• unite and aleo eign a treaty ot "perpetual alliance• 

with Japan. England and the United Statee are to recognize 

Japan•e privileged position 1n the Par Eaet. Auetralia ia to 

be opened to Japaneae 1Jmligration. 

t 
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(2) It ia understood at the aourea that th• 
lllinilllWll Anglo-AlllariGan demand ror a baah or paaGa dhGuuiona 

' 1a that Japan illlmediately withdraw rr oa all tarritori•• con-
quered a1nee 1937 , when the aggre11ion 1n Cbina began. The 
Ang1o-Amer1oane want Japan to con11d• r that , in eaae or a 
derinitive Allied victory, Japan will r evert to i te atatua 
preced.1ng the S1no-Japaneee war or l8!M.. 

(3) Tile Coneietorial Congregation expraaeea 
i ta opinion that it ia an act or profound genero1it7 on the 
part or the Anglo-Americana even to eoneider diecuuion• wi th . Japan i n vi•• ot t he "unheard-or aggraeaion• or Pearl Harbor , 
th• invaei ona or the Pllllipp1nea , and the poeaeaaione or the 
DutGh, French, and ~gliah i n the t ar Eaat . Only a •profound 
aenae ot humanity• impels the A1l3lo-saxone to comply with 
aource •a request to turniah minilllWll demands. 

( • ) The aemorandua notes the wide divergence 
i n the mini.lllWll demanda or the two belligerent groups and advise• 
that the status or 1937 must be a neceaaary preliminary. The 
Japanese demands are regarded as those ot a viGtor, and Japan 
is warned to coneide r the tremendous war potential ot the Anglo­
Americana, to which may be added aome Soviet aupport. 

(5) The memorandum cautions t he Anglo-Americane 
that the to"" rather than the aubatance or their demands ahould 
be tempered and that the payohology ot the orientala ehould be 

sf em 
I 
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ooxuidered. It euggeat1 that, a1 a ba111 tor an ara1et1oe, 

a neutral sone ahould be eatabliahed b1twean the bellig•aent1 

and that the Ph111pp1ne1 should be 1~1atel7 eTacuated 117 
the Japaneee and an "independent ~1gime• e1tabli1had there. 

VESSEL 20-a 
Report ot 12 January 19'5 

~~~. 
o. Edward Buxton 
Acting Director 

• 

SESRA' 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGH? SERVICES S&SREJ 
WASH INGTON, D. C:. I.Lt~ 

111•• Oraoe Tully 
The White Houae 

~ dear Kia• Tully: 

16 J&nlW'J' 19•6 tJ . 

I believe the Preaident would 

be 1nteHated 1n the enoloHd VESSEL report nuabeHd 

20-a, dated 12 J&nU&l7 19•6. 

Enclosure. 

Sincerely yours , 

ffe. ~~-/;,. 
o. Edward Bltxton 
Acting Director 

• 

BRET 



I 

--:- 11Q.. y f!.SS<t. ) -<~~o ,t., 
. We.<._ +a..b-<\c.~~C'<".S,, 

S ~ ~ W ~s. ~ i. """2$ -\:::o "'­

A 1>8 • SJ \'7~0 
'fos-C-

) 

.. 

' 



..... ..... 

' 
. - . .. 

WASHINGTON, D.1C:. 

The highest authority at source has conferred with 
)(gr. Costantini, Secretary of the Congregation for the Propa­

gation of the Faith, ccmcerni.Dg the aituation in the Far Eaat. 

Lfhis report is a continuation of. our VESSEL 20-a;J 

The latest infor11ation supplied sOUJ'Ce b1 the Apos­
tolic Delegate t o Japan reveals that Japenese industrial cir­

cles have gained increased influence over the military. This 

increase i.s due t o recent bOtlbi.Dgs of Japan and to the fact 

that the popu.lation has been somewhat .depressed by recent mil-
• t itary defeats, notwithstanding governaent efforts to ainiaize 

the reverses. The Apostolic Delegate believes efforts at me­
diation by the highest authority at source should be intensified. 

However, )(gr. Costantini is sceptical concerning the 

possibility of mediating to the satisfaction of the Japanese. 
His personal acquaintance with the Far East convinces hia that 

it is impossible for the Japanese Govel'llllent t o accept condi-

tions eatisfactory to the All ies. 

CONTROL 

He believes Japan could not 
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abandon China without repercussions at home. On the other 
hand, ~.gr. Costantini feels that only force of arms can main­
tain the Japanese posi tion in China and Korea, and that t he 
people in both these countries will rebel whenever Japanese 
force i s lacking. 

VESSEL 21-a 
Report of 13 January 1945 

CONTROL 

-----~-

~S'-~ 
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

5ECR~T 

, 



• 

~-lATEG1c -:SEeREl 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Miss Tully: 
• 

WASHIN GTON, 0 , C. 

16 January 1945 

, 

• 

. 
I think the President would be . 

interested in the enclosed VESSiL report numbered 
21-a, dated 13 January 1945. This is a continu­
ation of our VESSEL 20-a. 

Enclosure. 

rr•!r~nt • • 

Sincerely yours., 

~ ~ . <l,.-4,_-
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

• 
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The "Vessel" and "Black" reports are fabrications. Their story 
was printed in the Washington Post. August 3, 1980. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINCJTON, D. C. 

lliaa Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear lliee Tul~: 

l6 J' amw'J' 1945 

I belieTe the President will 

be iutereated in the enclosed 11easage froa our 

representative in London. 

• 

• 

·-
Enclosure. 

Sincere~ youra, 

~ ~. Qt .-t,.-.-
Charlea S. Cheston 
Actillg Directer 

• 



/ OFFICE 01" STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, 0. C. 

16 JaJJDarf 194S 

MI¥>RANDUM FOR THE PRF.SIDIM': 

The following in1'o1'114tion has been transmitted b7 the 

008 representative in London: 

Iing Peter informed Lien personaU,, on 15 Janulll'J, of 

hie desire t o meet with Tito as the most effective n1 t o reach 

a speedy settlement. Eden pointed out t hat, atter the Iing's 

co..unique, Tito llight regard the proposal of a meeting as an 

attempt on the I i.Dg ' a part to repudiate the agreement in its en­

tirety and to advance entirely new proposals. Lien advi.sed cau­

tion or Tito might ' blow up• . 

Lien suggest ed that Peter subm.it counterpropoaals to 

the points in t he Tito-Subasich agreement to which Peter had 
• 

objected. After atreesi.Dg the r .iak involved, Eden told Peter 

he m.igbt cable Tito if he wi.shed. The Iing gain.ed the impres­

sion that Eden does not object to a meeting rlth T.ito as such, 

but feel~ the t .ime is not propitious. The I ing said be would 

summon Partisan General Velebit and Premier Subas.icb and eubllit 

b.is counterpropoaala to them. 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
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Peter later saw General Velebit and gave bill, for 

transmission to Tito, the counterproposal: "that the Regency, 

as well as the l egislative power be wielded by the Govel'llllent, 

• by the constitutional aethod, until free elections of the Con­

stituent Assembly" are held. 

Through Velebit, the Iing sent the following telegrilm 

to Tito: 

"I should be glad to learn whether you share my view 

that in the highest interests of our people a personal meeting 

between us in t he near future would be desirable. I .am sure 

you will agree that the present juncture cal ls for the fullest 

concentration of our national forces and in this, I like your­

self, wish to take the utmost possible share. L would be grate-
. . 

ful to receive your practical proposals for bringing about such 

a meeting at the earliest possible date.• 

(The Iing told the OSS representative that the Yugo-

slav constitution provides that the Government, in an emergency, 

may a.ct both as a regency and as a legislative body until elec­

tions are held. He is anxious that the new GoverD111ent swear 

allegiance to the Iing.) 

Peter next saw Subasich, submitted the counterproposal 

to him and told him of his cable to Tito. Subasich pointed out 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED ..._. 
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t .hat he had been trying to arrange a meeting between the Iing 

and Tito for a long time and doubted whether it could be ef­

fected now. 

Peter then wrote Eden that he had seen Velebit and 

Subasich. 'I gave them both my counterproposals for the agree­

ment which can be discussed and even altered', he wrote, adding, 

' From the trend of my conversation with General Velebit, I gath­

ered that I could express through him, m:y wish to meet Marshal 

Tito soon.• 

The Iing also wrote to Churchill summarizing what he 

had done, and stating in part: "I would be extremely grateful 

if no mention was made in Parliament on Yugoslav matters at 

present, to enabl~ my efforts to have effect, but if any ques­

tions should arise please do not run me down in Parliament •••• 

I need your cooperation. • 

The Iing planned to see the following members of his 

Government on 16 January: General Ristich, Iossanovich, Sutej. 

and llarusich. 

The OSS representative has been informed by a most 

rel iable source that Subasich, upon receipt of the Iing' s writ­

ten reply to hi s request for an interview to discuss the , 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
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objectiona the King had included in hie colllllllllique, had called 

hie Cabinet together and told hie llilliat era that he waa going 

to aak Iden to proTide plane peas~ for all of them to Yugo­

.ta.~ •. - .SUbuich told the Cabinet that he waa no longer going 
- -- ---

to stand being ignored by the King and asked thelll all to tender 

their resignati ons. General Ris~ich alone agreed to reply. The 

others told Subasich he was too haaty and finally prevailed upon 

him to follow a less drastic course. Subasich later told the 

OSS representative that he was hurt by the King's complete dis-
A 

regard of his efforts to save the royal continuity of government. 

The ass representative is convinced that there is no 

truth to l'Ulm)rs that the King saw or contuplated seeing General 

Mirkovich or Knezevich • 

~ .P. CJJA,~-n--
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
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OFFICE OF llTRATEOIC SERVICU /;f 

WMHINCITON, D. c. L 1~1 . 

Mi11 Graci 'l'ull7 
'?hi lhi ti Ho1&11 

Dlar Mi11 1'111171 

17 JUUJ'f 11"6 \)'~ 

I bllilYI t~ Pre1id1nt will bl 

1nt1re1t1d 1n t~ 1nolo11d .. 1aag1 troa our r1pr11-

1ntati•• in London. 

BnclOll&J'I . 

~ o. a ._."'..,.....· - -
Cb.arlA• S. Cbl1ton 
.t.oting D11'1otor 

DICLASSITI! D 
By Author ! t y of_...;Q"'""/_Pr~-
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC S ERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

17 Januaey 1946 H CLAllI1ISD fl ( p,._ 
IJ A11tlaorUJ or \... 

(, ?.y 

llEL!ORANDOll FOR TllE PRESIDENT I 

The tollowing, intormation, obtained from lting 
Peter, ha1 been transmitted by the OSS r e presentative i n 
London: 

On 16 Janua?'7 lU.ng Pe ter informed General Riatich, 
Marusich, Koaaanovich and SuteJ ot hia counter-propoeal to 
Ti to that the Cabinet, when it i• reorganized, act both ae 
Regency and legislative body until a Constituent Aseembly 
ia elected. General Riatich and Maruaic objected to the 
counter-proposal; Kossanovich and SuteJ approved it whole­
heartedly. Later in the day Subasich informed Peter that 
Eden •iahed to receive the text or the counter-proposal by 
17 January so that Churchill could have it before the debate 
in Parliament on 18 Januaey. The King made the tollowlng 
oommenta in hia letter to Eden: 

"This ia , I think, a good counter-proposal to 
ease the aituation, conc~rning the form or the Regency and 
article 2 or the amendment . It ia not complicated and it 
haa the advantage o r being constituti onal . It is baaed on 
tradition and on the conatitution ot 11121 aa •ell as that 
ot 1931 . This solution would have more weight than all the 
oomplioated, unorthodox, tar-retched malceahitta that have 
been propoeed up to date." 
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According to the King, Subaaich indicated that 

hie Cabinet approve• the idea that the K1Dg •bould D&ID8 the 

Regenc7 and that a epecial amendment be dra~ed protecting 

the roT&l prerogative• b7 giving the Regenc7 the power to 

veto legielation, appoint judge• and exerciee the right ot 

pardon. Subaaiob •treued, however, that the AVNOJ 11111at 

continue to wield leg1•lative power, though it could be 

enlarged to include tormer parliamentariane. 

Sub&•iob expreeeed hie doubt that Tito will accept 

Pater'• counter-propoaal, eince tbe Cabinet would have to 

eever allegiance to the King 1netead or to the people. The 

King plana to aak Subaaiob to •ubmit hie own counter-propoaala, 

but indicated to the OSS repre•entat1ve that be will not 

accept them, and 1netead will bold to hia present poeition 

until be beara tram Tito. 

~-"-~ 
Charle• s. Cbe•ton 
Acting Director 

DI CLASSIFI!D 
87 Autbor i t y of. _ _;:Q.,:::..i..{ i;;A;i...._ 

0 0 7 '1 <. -z... 
By ~ Date_,_D_N_1_11973 
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WASHINGT ON , D. ~ tONTROl 
17 JADU&J'7 19411 

li!EMORANDUJI FOR THE PRESIDENT 1 

On 10 Januaey the Japanese &nparor attended 
a eecret council meeting during which someone dared to 
apealc about peace reelers. The Emperor waa intormed 
that certain Japaneee individuals have been attempting 
to interest the highest authority at source 1n media t ­
ing the Pacific War, The Emperor did not express any 

dieapproval or these etforts. 

Someone at the meeting declared that ai.ch 
ac tivitiea might be a useful preparation for a time more 

opportune than the present. Th• Council waa skeptical 
of mediation possibilities, evidantly believing that 
only f ore• or arme would settle the conflict, 

VESSEL 24-b 
Report of 16 Januaey 1945 

~J.~ 
Charle• s. Chea ton 
.t.ot i ng Director 

-

• 

- - - ---. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Miaa Grace Tull7 
The llhJ. te BouH 

~ dear lliaa Tull71 

17 .J&DU&J'f llltll 

SRRf T 
CONTROL 

I believe tbe President 

would be 1ntereated 1n t:ii. enoloaed VBSSBL report 

nwabered 2t-b, dated 16 Januar,. 19t5. 

Encloeure. 

'· 

S1ncerel7 7oura, 

~.s.~ 
Cbarlea s. Cheaton 
Acting Director 



-- I~~- 9~9i'' 'f 
Ol"l"ICE 01' 8TRATEOIC SERVl:;:ru lC 

WASHINQTON. D . c. L h~ONTrai 
20 Januar1 1945 ~· • 

Mgr. Aal.eto Cicogna.ni, Apostolic Delegate 

to the United States, reports that, at t he forthcoming 

Pan American conference scheduled for February 15th, 

the United states • ill present documentation t o prove 

that Argentina has been supporting Nazi-Fascist regimes 

and that such a policy has been a menace t o all free 

peoples as well as to all America. 

A high official of the lhite House bas 

informed. Cicognani that Source ' s support of Argentina 

would displease the Unit ed States and would have reper -

cuss1ons on Ainerican public opinion. • 

Mgr. Cicognani declared that the prest ige 

of Catholicism has increased even among non-Catholics, 

and t hat a pro-Argentine directive to Catholics would 

only serve to damage this prestige. 

-
VF.sSEL 32-• 
Report of 18 January 1945 

{]k~ .f'.~ 
Charles S. Chest on 
Acting Director 
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/.- Ol"P'ICE OF STRATEGIC SltftVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Kiaa Grace Tull:y 
The White Houeo 

Dear Miu Tully: 

20 Januar:y 19<&15 

I believe the President would be 
interested 1n the enclosed VESSEL report numbered 
32- a, dated 18 January 19<&5. 

Enclosure . 

Sincerel:y youra, 

G<~ .I. @l. '--
Charles s. Cheston 
Acting Director 

SE8REt 
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Ol"l"ICE 01" STftATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Mi ss Grace Tully 
The Vlhi te Houee 

Dea r Lli~s Tully : 

20 Janu•rr 1945 

I believe the President will be 

interested in the enclosed ~eaaage from our rep­

resentative in London, 

Enclosure 

Si ncerely yours , 

a.~ J . &.-~-
Charles s. Choaton 
Acting Di rector 

H CLASSil'nD 
1!7 Autborlt 7 ot_.....i.,O"""(""A"'--
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E OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

IZCLAllBJFJD 
J 20 January 1945 117 Author! tJ ot __ Q.. ...... ._( .Ar..__ 

l.lS!mRANDIJU FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The following in.f'ormation has been transm!tted by tho 

OSS representative in London: 

Subaaich has written King Peter a letter dated 17 January 

stating that his cabinet is prepared wholeheartedly to support 

the King•a two objections to the proposed Tito- Subaaich agree­

nent as stated i n the royal connunique of 11 January. However, 

1n view of the counterproposal eubsequently sent by King Peter 

to Marshal Ti to Csusses ting that the powers of a regenoy be 

wielded by the ruture coalition oabine~, the lotter inquires 

whether the King still abides by the stand expressed in the 

communique . 

Before replying to Subaaich, Peter summoned Minieter ot 

Interior Koaanovich and others tor consultation. In an inter-

view with the OSS representative on the evening of 18 January, 

Subasich expressed amazement at the King 's conferring with 

members of the cabinet whi le refusing to grant Subaeich an 

immediate audience to settle matters . Subas1ch stated that 

the King ' s long delay jeopardized the enti re T1to-Subas1ch 

agreement and was making the King ' s position core diff icult 

each day. 

On 19 January Kosanovich advised the King to sign the 

agreement as it stands, Minister of Finance Sutej @so 
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spell ed Shutay, Croat Peasant Party l eader, who opposes 
the Tito-Subaaich agreement, and whose attempted resignation 
laat December haa not yet been accepte~ advised Peter to 
delay hia reply. On the aame day Bri t ish Ambassador 
Stevenson told Peter that Churchill waa anxious to have 
the King's final reply as both Tito and Stalin wero waiting 
to hear from Churchill. Stevenson i nquired whether there 
waa any chance or Peter's reconsidering his position. The 
King replied that he intended to hold to his decision, and 
that he would communi cate directly with Churchill and Eden 
i n a day or two. Meanwhile Peter prepared a reply to 
Subasich to be forwarded on 20 January. Asserting that hia 
counterproposal to Tito and the official communique are not 
contradictory, Peter writes: "In the communique I object to 
the form of the regency and in my counterproposal of January 
15 I explain precisely my opinion that t he form or transfer 
ot the royal power should be vested in the govortul!ent nor.iinated 
in the constitutional way" . 

a~ J'. &;z::: 
Charles s. Cheston 

Acting Director 

DICLAssrnED 
B1 Author! ty or __ c... ....... r .. 4....__ 

By _ _.~~-D•t• ' I - " IN t l 1973 

T ...... 
• 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Kise Grace Tully 
The White Bouse 

Dear Miss Tully: 

22 January 1945 

I believe the President would be 

intere~ed in the enclosed report fro• our repre­

sentative in Bern. 

Enclosure. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ge a..,4. .s-~ Cl=-.-~-- - -
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

DI OLASS TFIED f' f+ 
a1 Autbe~• t; or_1.,,~I.:...__-

NO\/ 2 7 1973 
~ 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC S ERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D, C. 

22 January 1945 

~ FOR THE Pl!ISIDlllT: 

The 008 representative in Bem reports that the war­

weary inhabitants of Vienna have been deeply impressed by the 

fate of Budapest and the influx of Hungarian refllgees into Aus­

tria. He believes that any move by the lili es to spare Vienna 

a similar fate might have great effect on the Viennese. 

l ere the Allies to propose that Vienna be spared air 

bOlllbal'dment and frontal attack or be treated as an open city, 

on condition that the Germans stopped troop and materiel trans­

port through the city and ceased using Viennese armament factor­

ies and •ilitary installations, t he Germana would likely refuse 

t~e proposal. Vienna ' s importance t o them as a rail center 

would likely preclude acceptance. Such a rejection, however, 

might produce a Viennese reaction approaching open revolt , if 

such is possible in war-weary Vienna. At least the German re­

jection would impress the Viennese with the realization that 

the Allies are their friends and tlle lluis their enemies. 

DECL\S"T"I~O 
By Au., Cl& 

j 

By 5i Dato NOY 2 71973 
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The OSS representative comments that the fate of 

Vienna may now largely be in Soviet hands, but is of concern 

to all. 

a~S'.~ 

.. 

Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

.. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
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OFFICt: OF llTRATEGIC SllCRVICU 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

llisa Grace Tull,y 
The lhi te Houee 

Dea.r lliaa Tull.)': 

22 Jantle.r1 1945 

' .. 1 

I tbinlc the Pl-esident would be in­

terested in seeing the enclosed report fro• the 008 

representative in London. 

F.nclosure. 

~<wk .r. ~-&.--
Charles S. Cheat.on 
Act~ Direct or 

nJ:CLASSITlf.D 
87 Autborl\7 of C 18 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D, C. 

22 Janll.U'J' 1945 

The following infol'lllltion baa been transmitted by 
the ~ reprea41!1tative in London: 

Ii.ng Peter's final reply on the SUbaaich-Tito draft 
agreement, which na to be fol'ftl'ded t o Priae Minister Churchill 
on 20 January, reiterates the previous stand of the Iing, in­
cluding his two objections to the agreement as stated in the 
royal communique of 11 January. In addition, Peter takes ex­
ception to Churchill's statement in his speech of 18 January 
which reads: •If we were so unfortunate as not to be able to 
obtain the consent of Ii.ng Peter the matter would have in fact 
to go ahead, his assent being presumed.• Peter repudiates any 

pre81lllption of his assent, adding : •It would be very pai.nf'ul 
to me to find th.at I would have to be obliged to protest 
against this. • 

DECLAS~ l nrn 
By Autbcr1 , .. 

~ ,). Ot, -.,,-
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

1 CIA 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES ~ 
WASHINGTO N , D. C. 

• 
24 Jan1W7 1945 

Miss Grace Tull)' 
The l hite H011se 

Dear Miss Tully: 

~4.ll·~ 
j:..+A'" ' . ,, l 

I beline the President rill be interested 

in the enclosed memoranda in connection with other 

•emoranda recentl)' forwarded to him, concerning Ger­

man efforts t o contact the Allies. 

Enclosure. 

Sincerely yours, 

a, .. "1 .r .. ~~. ~.t...--­
Charl•• S. Cheston 
Acting Director ' 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

llDllRAmlll 1011 THE PRFJ)IDfllT: 

On lJ and 28 Deoellber 1944 anoranda were forwarded t.o 

7oa coacel'lliAg report.eel negot.iations bet.•ffll Eric Grant. Cable, 

tu British Con.ul-General in 1.arich, and Alexander Conat.antin 

YOll !eurath, the Genwi Consul at Lugano, and concerning the re­

ported intereat of two prosinent Reich!icherheit,lhaupt.m (RSBA) 

official•, SS General Barater and SS General lol!f, in opening 

negot.iations with the Western Allies. 

llnoranda dated 28 Deceaber 1944 and 16 Januar7 19J,S 
describe the aisaion of an agent of the Sicherheitldigst (SD) 

who croaaed Allied lines 1.n hance in order to contact the 

British in the intereata of a comproa.iae peace. 

The t.wo attached IMllOranda, "Peace feelers wia Geraan 

Diploaata in the Vatican• (Tab A) and "RSBA Attempt to Obtain 

Papal Interwention for Peace• (Tab B), alao deal with Geraan 

peace feelers. Tab A is concerned with a proposal b7 won Ieaael 

of the Genwi Eabaas7 in the Vatican, that he go to Switzerland 

and thro1J8h TOD Jloatit.1, Counsellor of the GeJ'llall Legat.ion in 
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rCONPIDENTIAL 

Bel'D, diaou•• peace poaaibilitiee with llarehale Guderian and 

llundetedt. Tab B reporte on the eftorte ot another SD official 

in lorth Ital7 tc d•li••r a M••ac• to the Pope t hrough a Bene­

dictine priest and the Abbct General of the Benediotine Order, 

11king the Pope t o inter.en• with t he .lnglo-AMricana. The 

Abbot General reportedi, has not deli•ered t he ae11ace to the 

Pope. 

All of t heee peace feeler• apparent i, are interre­

lated and eaanat e frOll t he eaae 1ource1 t he SD leaderehip under 

Rial.er in Gera~. It ie po1sible that such indiYiduals a1 

Jei11aecker, Yon Iessel and Yon lfo1tit1 118.Y be operatinc a1 

nan-lazi nationalist Ge1'11&111 rather than as acents of the la1i 
• regiae, but t hat t heir eff orte are regarded by the lazie a1 

eerYing lfa1i ends. 

Attacbaente. 

Charle• s. Ch11ton 
Acting Di rect or 



-eoNFtDINTtAL 
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- Ptao• Fttltrt yia Gere•n Dipl91at1 ip th• Vatican. 

The following i a a llmlal')' of reports fro. the OSS 

representatiTt in R211e conotrning peace feelers recent}J' put 

forth by German aut horities in the Vatican! 

Baron Ernet Ton Weiszaecker, the Gel'llAD Aabassador 

to the Hol.7 See, and Albrecht Ton Ie1sel , firet secretary to 

the Holy See, on 31 October 1944 informed a British represen­

t ative that they were prepared to giTe iaportant information 

concerning llarahal Bein& Guderian. Pending instructions froa 

the British Foreign Office, t he British representative was in­

fol'!led by hie superiors to aake no couit111ent. Henry Lennox 

Hopkinson, of the Briti sh Foreign Office, infol'lled Colonel 

S. S. Hill-Dillon on 15 NoTember that the Foreign Office had 

no objection to approaching Ton Iessel for positive intelli­

gence informati on without couitaent. The Briti sh are anxioua 

t hat Ton Iessel should remain at his post in the German Embassy 

in order to be able to work for the111, f/on Iesstl was ll?'l'ested 

by Allied authorities upon their lll'l'iTal in RoH in June 1944, 

but upon interrogation was adJud&ed anti-Nazi, released, and 

allowed to return to his poet in the Vatican.al 

I ' 

• 
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On 17 IOYeaber, a Briti1h intelligence officer ap­

proached von Ie11el . Von Ie11el declared that hi1 priaa1'7 

interest waa to do all he could for 0•1'11&111 since event• were 

80'fing 10 rapid~ that the c01plete ruin of •Ge~ and leatern 

~rope would aoon be effected. 87 helping Ge1'11&117, von Ie11el 

declared, be would also benefit Britain and we1tern civiliza­

tion. Aleo present at the aeeting waa Baron Siea•slllllld von 

Braun, of the Gel'IWl E9baa17 to the Ho~ See. Von Braun de­

clared that while the present Geraan government waa not anxioua 

to make peace, both llarahal G;iderian and llarahal Rundstedt nre 

intereated, and were in a position to do 10 with reapeot to the 

leatern front . 

To open negotiationa, von I essel suggested that he go 

to Switzer land, where he could get in touch with a friend. Thia 

friend, he explained, would ta.lee direct act.ion onl7 if approached 

by one of hie own circle. Pre11ed for the na1e of the friend be 

indicated a person who b7 subsequent reports appears to be 

Si egfried von Nostitz, the Counsellor of the German Legation in 

Bern. Von Ieseel maintained that for hie mission to carry suf­

ficient weigll.t be auat have the backing of some well-mown Brit­

ish pereonalit7 like Ivone A. IirkpatrictLPolitical adviser to 
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t he Foreign Oftioe on Genian &!faire, who wae with the Britieh 

Fabas17 in Berlin for four 7eare during the 19.30 11..J . 
. Von Ie11el propo11ed to obtain lick leaTe to go t o 

fi1J8Bi, 10 that the Na1i11 would not be aware of the reaeon1 

· 1· · for his leaYing the Vatican for Switzerland. He proposed to 

travel troa Fi'IJ8Bi to Switzerland on a falat passport. He de­

clared that he did not desire to leaYe the Vatican peraanent}J', 

because he does not wish to desert his friends, who he deolare11 

haYe fought with him against Nallia• for ten years. 

Asked whether Weiazaecker, the Ambassador, might not 

betra7 him, von Iessel replied that Weiazaeoker was his friend 

and hated Yon Ribbentrop. Von I eaael was confident that, as 

his lriend, the Ambassador would never admit to an7 knowled8e 

of the plot. 

The OSS representative in Bern reported on 19 Janu&rT 

that Nostitz has recently received a letter from Yon Iessel sug­

gesting the possibility of his obtaining sick leaYe from the 

Foreign Office for a cure in Switzerland. Nostitz doubts whe­

ther t his is feasible, but has proposed it to Berlin. Nostitz 

considers it most desirable to have an early meeting with Yon 

Iesael. Since Berlin will probably not grant von Ieasel per-
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f aiaaion to go to Switserland, lostit1 wanta von I asael to con­

sider the po1sibility of a clandeatine viait to Anneaasae, 

Nostit1 feels that such a visi t might pave the way for Aabaa­

sador Wei11aecker to use bis influence with conserYatbe Ger­

man Generala, at an approp,riate time, to open the front to our 

troops and avoid useless destruction of GeraaDI. Tbe OSS rep­

reaentative in Bern co111111ents that this 111ggestion aay be a far 

cey, but points out that the stakes are high and the gaable 

aay be worth while, 

.tf,rief sketches of the individuals mentioned in the 

above report follow;] 

' 
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BAJIOll D!!!b'T 'IOI n:xszemm: Bu been GeraBD Aabaaaador to tb• HolJ 

See since April 19.1,3. Prior to that tt.e he wu Yon Bulow' a 

auccesaor aa Secr.t.817 of State in the Genaan Foreign Office, 

in which capacity he concerned hillaelf particula.rl y with Ameri­

can relations. He •as aaeigned to the Holy See, apparently in 

order to gi•e Geraan,y a first-rate dipl011at at a highly impor­

tant poet and t o allow an ardent :fasi to bec011e Seoretary of 

state. He is opposed to Ribbentrop's foreign poli cies, but 1a 

on •ery intiaate teJ'!IS with Obersturabannfuebrer Elling, the 

Counsellor at the Geman E11ba11y, one of the key SD figures in 

Italy. Elling, under the guise of historical research on Vati­

can-German relations, set up a net-work of agents in Roae, drawn 

priaaril.7 froa Benedictine prieate and diploaatic circlea, to 

operat e after Geraan f oreea ••re withdrawn. Elliiig'a allegiance 

to the Nasi r egime appears to be incidental to a desire to keep 

Germany intact for the fUture. While \'/eissaecker. does not ap­

pear t o be a Party ae2ber, hie own nationalist aspirati ons for 

Gel'!!lan,y and his long experience as a diplout aake hia ••rr 
usefU11.o t he ~asis. 

ALBRreR'J' VON IESSEL1 A 42-year-old Gel'!lan career diplout whose 

first post waa with the Geraan Eabaaey to t he Holy See (19.30-.32) • 
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SubHquenti, h• ••ntd u Tic•-con9111 at ratt.owit&, SlOYakia, 
and at 11e .. 1, and wu for three 1•ara Third Secretar1 at the 
Geraan Lt1ation in Bern (1935-37) . He waa under Wei11aecker 
in the roreiin Office fl-011 1937 to 1941, and then aen ed aa 
Consul in Genna until hie present usignment to the Vat.ice 
in Jul7 1943. Von (eeeel 11 underatood to be anti-la&i and 
anti..Jap&AeH. Ht wu ruaortd t o haTe ao11t connection with 
the SD, but t his appears unlikelf. 

BARON Sill:E§"PlP VOit BRAQ11 Appeara to be an a,ent of the SD 
charged with checkin& on the actiTitiea of 11eaber s of the 
Embassy and other Ge1'11&11 serYice 1taff1 in Ro111. Du.ring 1943 
there were indicationa t hat lei11aecker wa1 attemptins to fora 
a Vatican intoJ'llation aen ice under the direction of TOD Braun. 

BARON ALEXANDER CONSl'ANTIN VON REURATH: The eon of the fOI'ller Ger­
man Foreign Minist er and Reiche Protector of Bohemia aiid MoraTia. 
His fat her apparently still holds the chail'llanahip of the PriYJ 
Cabinet Council. The younger Ton Keurath ha1 held t he aeeminglf 
inconspicuous post of Consul at Lu1ano since July 1943. At t he 
time of the Gel'llan inTasion of the Low Countries in 1940, he wa1 
First Secretary at t he German Embassy in Brussels. At t hat time 
he reportedly wa1 qa,ed in gathering military intelligence and 
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recruitini agenta. Be lett. B:ru•••l• on 10 11111 1940, and a.rt.er 

an uaipaent u Consul-General at llilan, aerred as liaiaon of­
ficer between Romael and Italian Headquarter• in North Africa. 

Bis wife, a llftber of the Yon JUckenaen faail,1, Wied to be OD 

yery friendly t el'lla with Hitler. He recently has figu.red in 

aneral attempt• b7 the SD to contact the Alli e• and appear• 

to be an actiYe agent of t he Na1i Part)'. 

SimlRP:P VON NOS1'ITZ1 Counaellor of the Germa.n Legation in Bern. 

Understood to hsYe been a member of the Ab••hr• the Reicbt­
!ehr 1 • foreign intelligence branch which waa largei, absorbed 

by the SD a.rt.er the 20 July putsch. Ab!Shr personnel in Switr:­
erland Jere to a large extent actiYe in the conspir atorial 

group behind t hat coup and serYed as its contact with the out­

side world. 



JIR!H !\tempt to Obtaip Papal I aten tnt. iOA for Ptl9t, 

The folloring 1.nforuti<>D baa ~en t.ranaait.t.td br th! 

OSS represent.at i Ye in Caaerta1 

A Benedictine priest, Don Guiseppe Cornelio Biondi, 

has been sent through Allied lines in Ita17 t o Roe on a peace­

feeler 11.iasion by llajor Begu1 of the Sicherheitldien.t (SD) in 

Verona, 

[Begus, a stunab8llllfllehrer, 1a head of .AG VI of the 

Reicllasichertieitebauptaat (RSRA) in Italr, and political adYiser 

to the Genaan High COlllland in Ital,y, AG: VI 1a priaa.ril7 con­

cerned with secret political intelligence in foreign countriea. 

Li.• head of t hia aection, Begus undoubtedl.7 11 closel.7 

associ ated with the proa.inent RSHA figures, SS General-leut.nant 

l i lbel.a Harster, comander of the Secur1t7 Police and Securit7 

Senice in Ital.7, and SS ObergruppenfUehrer and General der 

laffen SS Iarl lolff, Higher SS and Police leader in It.&17 and 

chief of Hi1111ler ' a personal ataff. While theoretically subor­

dinat e to both Ha.rater and Wolff , Begus neYerthelesa probabl.7 

reports directly to, and recehea orders directly froa, Berlin.J 

BeiU• asaigntd Biondi to contact t he Pope t hrough 

Padre Don Euanuele Caronti, the Abbot General of the Bentdic-



RSH4 Attempt to Obtain fapal IAkn!Atiop for Ptaot. 

Tbt folloriJ!c Wonution ha1 been trann.itted b7 tbt 
OSS repreeentatiTe in Ca11rta1 

A Benedict.in• priest, Don Guiaeppe Cornelio Biondi. 

has been sent throlJ&b Allied lints in Ital:r to ROM on a peact­
feeler aissi on by llajor Begus of the S19herhtitedienat (SD) in 
Verona. 

ffiegu1, a sturabannfUehrer, ia head of J& 'II of tht 

Reiclu!1icherheit1hauptaa\ (RSRA) in ItalJ, and political adYieer 
t o the Genun High Couand in Itai,. .A& VI ia pr1aaril7 con­
cerned with secret political intelligence in foreign countriea. 

fi.• head of this section, Be.;ue undoubtedl7 is closei, 
I 

associated with the proainent RSHA figurea, SS G1111eral-leutnant 

Wilbela Hareter, coaaander of the Security Police and Securit7 

Sen ice in ItalJ, and SS Obergruppenfutbrer and General dtr 
faffen SS (arl Wolff, Higher SS and Police leader in ItalJ and 

chief of Hialller'1 personal ateff. lh.il• theoret.icall7 subor­

di.nate to both Harster and Ylolff, Begus neYertbeless probab17 
reports directi, to, and recehe1 order• directly froa, Berlin...7 

Begua assigned Biondi to contaot the Pope t hrough 
~ 

Padre Don Ellll&lluele Carooti, the Abbot General of the Btnedic-
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ti.De Order. CU'Ollt.1 wu Biondi' a OU&E;•.t.ion aa th• proper Papal 

cont.act.. Begua w11'9d Berll..D !or aeouri t.7 clearance oo Caronti 

and preauaabl.J obtained it. 

Begua asked Biondi to tranait, 1D aubatano•, the !ol­

low1Dg •Ha&• t o the Pope1 

In the aixt.h 7ear of war, Geraaa,y !inde bere•lt alone 

in the fight againet Bolahovist Ruaaia. In the intereato o! 

eaTing aankind, Genaany now l ooks to tho hJ.aheet acoleaiaati cal 

authority t o inte"ena with the Anglo-Americana and guarante11 

absolute aecrecy to any nogotiationa with t he Vatican. 

Biondi waa inatructed by Begua to obtain a ' 7n• or 

' no' replJ' fro~ the Pope to this propoaal. If an at!iruti.,. 

repl.J wu !ortbcoaing, t he Geraans planned· to carr7 on th• ac­

tual negotiation• tbroUBb nonaal diploaatic channala. Bowaver, 

Begua apeci!ically ordered Biondi not to contact Genu.n diplo­

mat a at t he Vatican , and asked hi.m to return via Swit&arland 

and get in touch with Alexander Constantin von Neurath, tbt 

German Conaul at Lugano. lf.t la co•cn intelligence pract i ce 

to keep &41enta, working on ail>ilar aaaign.enta, a.part and in 

ignorance of each other '• identit 7 and activitiea..7 

Tba OSS rapreaentative 1D Roae hao obtained posa .. -

eion of not•• 1D Biondi '• own handwri t ing aUJ111ari&1Dg the 

•t ZC!ht! 

·----
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•••tag• to be tranallitted to the Pope and detailing cert.in 

other political aseignaente in and around Roae which Biondi 

we.a to carry out at Begue' requHt. Caronti ia reliabl.1 re­

ported to haTe declared that he refused to past on the pro­

posal to the Pope and baa no intention of doing ao. 



--

• 

Ol"P'ICE 01" S'TftATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTO N..D. C. 

SECRET 
CONTROL 

Miaa Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Wi•e 'l'ully: 

li!4 Januf.17 1945 

I think the President would be 

interested in the enclosed VESSEL report numbered 

42-a, dated 24 January 1946 . 

Encloeure • 

Sincerely yours , 

Charles s. Cheeton 
Acting Director 

SECRET. 



/ 

•' ,. 

, 

OFFICE O F STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTO N. D. C, 

24 J anuary 1946 

llEllORANDUll FOR THE PRESIDENT 1 

SECRET 
CONTROl 

on 17 January a oonl'erenoe , the aubatano• 
ot which i a reported below, took place with the fol l owing 
people preeent: 

Maaahide Kanayama, Japaneae r epreeentative 
at tba Roly Sea 

Giovani Montini, aotillg Secreta17 of State 

Mgr. Domeni co Tardini, Presi dent o! the 
Pontifical Commi.aaion for Ruaaia 

Pio Roaaignani, Private Secretary o! the 
Pope 

KANAYAKA: The pacit1at1 1n Japan have great 
taith in the Holy See. An attempt by the Holy See to 
initiate mediat ion would greatly encourage our paci!ie ta , 
even it there should be no iamediate concrete reaulta. 

MONTI NI: It ia clear to us that the gap 
between the viewpoints of the two belligerents is too 
wide to permit Papal mediation. 

TARDINI : Japaneaa adherence to the tri­
partite pact aerioualy hurta t he Japanese caee in Allied 
oountriee. World opinion atigmat izea Japan as an aggreasor, 
and even Sovi et Rus sia concurs . 

MONTINI: The Holy See has s triven to soften 
this world indictment of Japan by emphasizing the di!far-

enoes between the orhnta.l and occidental menta17t!ECRET 

• 
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CONTror KANAYAJIA1 Your excellencies ehould consider 

that our aggreaaion ia now Justified by the tact that our 
adversaries are stronger than we . The United States pre­
pared paychologioally for this war in the Pacific as much 
as did Japan. Books were printed 1n the United States 
which predicted war with Japan. 

ROSSIONANI: It sHma to me that one of theae 
books waa written in 1925 by a high American Navy officer, 
and it predicted a Japanese-American war tor 1931 or 1932. 
The book waa translated into Italian. 

TARD!lfI: My dear eon, this ia all beside the 
point . The United States considers Japan the aggressor , 
and moreover they are pertain of victory. 

JlONTINI: True enough, but it also aeema to 
me that much depends on Ruaaia. 

KANAYAMA: our Ambassador 1n Moscow has inform-" 
ed our Government that the Far Eaat will be discussed when 
the Big Three meet . The United States, supported by Churchill , 
will ask tor Russian help to crush ua completely, The ~lo­
Atnerioans will ask that Russia denounce the pact or non-

'· aggreasion with Japan and that Russia passively participate 
in the Pacific War and permit Anglo-American use or Rueaian 
air bases. Our Government also understands that, before 
Stali.n will agree to this , he will request a wholehearted 
attempt on the part or the Analo-Americana to mediate, and 

SECRET 
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' that he will even offer to act as mediator, Our Goverlllllent 

alao underatanda that the Big Three will discuss European 

problems firs t , and that if they are not settled to Russia' s 

satisfaction, especially the Polish question, then Stalin 

will not diacuaa the Far East . 

TARDINI: The United States and England have 

already made a declaration on Poland. American public 

opinion ia behind Rooaevelt. 

KANAYAMA : It is a diplomatic maneuver to 

draw concessions from Russia. Moreover, Roosevelt and 

Churchill have another move to make against Russia. Turkey 

and the countries of the Middle East are ready to enter the 

war against us , Stalin is opposed to these countries enter­

ing either the Pacific or the European War, 

ROSSIGNANI: In view of all this, would it 

no t be better t or the Pope to synchronize his mediation 

with that of Stalin? 

KAllAYAl!A : On the contrary., it 1a urgent that 

His Holiness oome to our assistance before the Big Three 

meet to discuss Japan, and that this mediation be 1n tull 

swing at the time . Stal in is interested in close collabo­

ration with the Anglo-Americans, but he wishes to gain the 

maximum benefits from thia collaboration. Stalin knows 

that the Japanese reaction will be swift when it becomes 

evident that Ruasian denunciation of the non- aggression 

pact is imminent. There may be a stiffening ot Japanese 
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reaietanoe, or the paoitiet• may prevail . I n thie latt•r 

oase , Stalin would out a big figure , and he would be able 

to gain 1atiaty1ng terms tor the Anglo-Americana . And 

even to the Japanese he might appear as the aavibr ot 
Japan trom destruction . Stalin desire s to have De Gaulle 

at the coming conference, but Roosevelt and Churchill are 

opposed. However, ehould De Gaulle be admitted to the 

oonteronce , then Chiang Kai- shek will be present also. 

MONTINI : Would it not bo possible. tor tho 
Japanese Government to otter terms that would be closer 
to those ot the Anglo- Americans so that the Hol y See could 
begin mediation on more concrete bases? 

KANAYAMA : We will communicate your request 

to our government at once, together with an account ot 
this contorence. Meanwhile , it would be usetul it the 

Holy See would begin mediation attempts . 

ROSSIGNANI: Very well . This evening I will 
present Mr . Kanayama •s memorandum and the minutes ot this 
conteronce to His Holiness . 

VESSEL 42-a 
Report ot 24 January 1945 

~ s .a.4-._ 
Charles s. Cheston 
Acting Director 
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CENTRAL SERVI CES 
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GEM- 199 
Thia tolegr om must bO 
closoly parnphrasod be­
for e being communicated 
to nnyone . ( ) 

Secretar y of St ate , 

Washington , 

24 , January 25, 4 p . m. 

Vatico.n City 

Datod Jo.nuory 25, 1945 

Rec ' d 9 :50 a .m., 26th. 

J1orquis Vis conto vonosta called upon mo this 

morning. He is a doscondont of an old and dis­

tinguished family whose forebears in yoors past havo 

been very prominent in I ta l ion diplomncy . Ho •.vos 

anti - Fascist nnd is in tin~toly and most favorabl y 

known and considered by the Popo, the Crown Prince, 

tho present Foreign Secretory Do Gasperi end by Bonomi . 

He was Under Secretary of Foreign Affairs to Bonomi 

in rocontly reorganized government ond would havo 

accepted post of Foreign Minister or Ambassador to 

Washington under the now and present government if his 

health hod per mitted. He resigned post of Under Foreign 

Socrotcry to Bonomi for reasons of.health before recent 

cabinet crisis had tully devolopod . His ardent patriot­

ism now loads mo to s uggos t thnt ho is 1>roporod to 

accompany Foreign Minister Do Gospori to Washington to 

moot you 
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eoot you now or to moot. 1ou .. t c.n1 point 1n YOW" 

propo•od trip thtlt ls convenien t to 7ou . Hy own 

tm;>ro11lon ls th.ct this 11 timol7 c:.nd do1lrcblo, thnt 

tho10 honoat ropro1ootntlvo1 ot A 1tf'\l.Sgling ltG.17 bo 

g1von tho opportu.nity to pro1ont thoir viow1 to you 

in por1on , This o.ntic l pnto1 !!lr'rlvcl in T/r.1hln,gton or 

now ambo.asodor who is mcking hit r1r1t cntronoo into 

diplomooy though ho Ma boon Cl .1ournnl11t or enpocity, 

QDti - Foaoiet ~nd r or Sor.\O yonr~ livlna 1n Wnshington . 

For m.c..ny r oosons which I considor con1truotlvo nnd 

do1lrcblo I urgo upon you th:t you gr~nt thit rOQuost . 

f U i:at.illng bJ' :u-c:y pouch tOdo:)" f1f1 own briot aw;;oc.ry 

or tho Ito.llan aitu:.tlon . 

TAYI.a! 

NPL 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

25 January 1945 CONTROL . 

Mias Gr&ee Tully 
The White Houae 

Dear Miaa Tully: 

I believe the President would be 

interested in the eneloaed VESSEL report nwnbered 

44-a, dated 23 January 1945, 

Enclosure. 

Sincerely yours, 

& "44. J ·. ~ ,_,i.~.-
Oharl es s. Cheston 
Aeting Director 

"8E8RET a 
• 



SECRET 
OFF ICE O F STRATEGIC SERVICES1!1 ~eo•,rme:. 

WASHINGTON, o. c. , 1111 R .. 
25 January 1945 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

At the request of the Japanese Government, the 

Japanese Ambassador to the Holy See (Harada Ken) has presented ' 

t he Private Secretary of the Pope (Pio Rossignani) with t he . 
following information , which the Japanese Ambassador hoped 

would cause an attempt at mediation to be begun ilDllladiately: 

Th• Kremlin haa assured tho Japanese Ambassador 

1n Moscow that the USSR will continue to define Japan as an 

aggressor but will take no further step at t he coming "Big 

Three• conference . 

The Japanese Ambassador in Moscow i s negotiat­

ing with the Kremlin 1n an attempt to eff~ct an agreement accord­

ing to which (1) Russia will respect tho non-aggression pact; (2) 

Japan will denounce the t ripartite and anti-Comintern pacts, will 

break compl etely with Germany, and will remove all anti-Communist 

controls in t he Japanese Islands . 

The Japanese Government believes Russo- Japanese . 
understanding will expedite Anglo-American willingness to mediate 

the Pacific war . 

VESSEL 44-a 
Report of 23 January 1945 

~~ ' · OL-d"-· -Charles s. Cheston 
Aoting Director 

Authority 
• 

DECLASSIFIED 
NIVD 'lo'/CJ.Jt, 

NARA,DateK'JnlZ SECRET By tr 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Miss Grace Tully 
The Whit e House 

Dear Miss Tully: 

25 January 1945 

I think the President would be 
interested in the enclosed messaee from our London 
representative. 

Enclosure • 

Sincerely yours, 

a~.$' . ~.-,--
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Di.rector 

DICLASSIFIEI) 
117 Autbort lJ or~C .... 1EtU---

(j o 1 " 4 :2.---N..,.O"'V-:.2 7 1S73 
BJ SL 



Of'f'ICE Of' 8'TRATEGIC SERVICES 
WMHINGTON, D. C. 

. . . ., 
25 January 1945 

llEUORANOOM FOR THE PRFSIDENT: 

The OSS representat ive in London has transmitted the 

following information: 

On 20 January, Premier Subasich addressed the follow­

ing comaunication to Iing Peter: 

' Today General Velebit informed me of a wire which he 
received from Marshal Tito, which relates to the telegram which 
you handed to General Velebit for Marshal Tito. llarshal Tito 

in his wire says that in so much as you have objections which 

could only be transmitted by the Royal Government, because of 
protectill8 de.mocratic and constitut ional principles, Marshal 

Tito wants the Royal Goverruaent to receive your Majesty's prompt 

acceptance of the agreement in its entiret y. In that telegram 

Marshal Tito also puts forward his wish that the Goverlllllent at 

once come to the country. • 

ll~ .r·~ ·· Charles S. Ch~on 
Acting Director 

DI OLASSlFIED 
By Author ! ly or_c Lf1._ 

-
By S'lf: Dote NOV 2 7 \973 

. . - . -

' 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WAaHINOTON, D. C. 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Miss Tully: 

25 January 1945 

I believe the President will be in-

terested in the enclosed message from our London 

representative. 

Enclosure. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ s . a~~C);;:;...--­
Charles $. Cheston 
Acti.ng Director 

DICLASSlFI!D 
81 Au tho~itT of C fA 

81 ~:.: JUN 1 1 191& 

.' 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, o. C. 

25 Janual'l 1945 
D.!CLASSI1U 

~ 
f sT-

Br Atabority ot ~IP\ OO?(,l'Z-

lilEIVRANOOM FOR THE PRESIDlln': IUN 1 1 \973 
Dat•·- ---

The fol lowing information has been transmitted by the 

OSS representat ive in London: 

I ing Peter and the Princess Aspasia have dictated the 

following message ,LConcerning the situation after the Iing' s de­

nunciation of Premier Subasich, who, according to press reports, 

has not yet been formall y dismisse,gl: 

•On the afternoon of 23 January Finance Minist er Yuray 

Shutay falso spell ed Sut e..17 r eported to Iing Peter that Premier 

Subasich bas read his cabinet ministers an official communica-

tion of the Br itish Foreign Office advising Subasich not to re­

sign, and stati.I\g that Subasich has full British support to con­

clude the proposed agreement with Marshal Tit o as it stands, 

without the co?sent of the King. Any government whicq the King 

may wish to appoint will not be recognized by the British Gov­

ernment. The Subasich government is advised to proceed to Yugo­

slavia within two days. All Yugoslav politicians and government 

employees desiring t o go wil l be given free transportat ion by 

t he British. Subasich also infor med his cabinet t hat he bas the 

·' 

.· 
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111pport of Queen lk>ther lla.rie, who, he sai d, has denounced the 

King's stand, saying he should abdicate i .n favor of his 10Ullg8r -
brother, TollislaT. Patterson and Shantz, when called by the 

King at 1500 hours on 23 January, had not been infcrlled of t he 

British decision." 

The OSS representative adds that Shutey has refUsed 

t o go to Yugoslavia, thus necessitating the appointment of a 

new Finance l4inister to the Subasich cabinet . Patterson re-

portedly left King Peter shortly after 1500 hours wi th the un­

der standing that he woul d advise the King of 111y new develop­

ments . By 1900 hours Patterson had not COlDlllllllioated with the 

King end could DOt be reached. Up to the 88119 hour Premier 

Subasich had not colllllllnicated with the King. 

a~ J.a:, . . 
Charles s. Cheston 
Acting Director 

or.:uss;ni.o 
By Autbor lty or--C ... IP.,'-'---

C\ I) I <JUN 11 1973 By 4'11")<l Dato. ___ _ 
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OFFICE O F STR.ATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Miss Tully: 

25 January 1945 

I believe the President will be 

interested in the enclosed message from our represen­

tative in London. 

Sincerely yours, 

~'"4 J . ~-"-' ' -
Charles S. Cheston I 
Acting Director 

Enclosure. 

-·•1DDD 
., ......... 1'1 of. c ,(El r? "' ""2. -z._ 
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/ OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D . C. 

25 Jt.11118.l'1 1945 

The following infol'll&tion has been transaitted by the 
OSS representatiTe in London: 

On 2.4 Janual'1, after setini Subaaicb and Aabaesador 
Patterson, Iing Peter sent the fol lowing letter to Prille Min­
ister Churchill: 

•1 had a long talk with Dr. Subasicb this afternoon. 
We discussed the nert atepa. I told Dr. Subaaich that if he 
sub•itted his resignation and that of hie Cabinet, I would en­
trust hi• with the forming of the new GoTemaent and with the 
task of concluding t he agreement, taklDg into consideration .., . . 
proposals. l also suggested that I would then use 93 best ef­
forts to bring into t he Royal YugoslaT GoYel"D9eot other dellO­
cratic political elements. 

•1 haYe since t alked with him by telephone and he baa 

infol'111ed me that he has alre!id¥ held a Cabinet aeeting and is 
giYiog the Ministers until t0110rrow, when he will bring me the 
definite answer. 

DIOLASSIJIIJI 
17 A11tllori tr et.-i.._., tM?t, f;-Z.... 
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11 will not gi•• ay consent to the Royal Yugoala• 
Ccrrernaent t o lea•• London before this aituation ia cleared 
Up. I 

Charles S. Che.ton 
Acting Director 

DI CLASSlfI!D 
Br Autllor l ty o! ( 1 & 

7 (e-Z. z... 



. ' -- Ol"l"ICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, 0 . C. 

Miss Grace Tully 
The Vlhite House 

Dear Miss Tully: 

26 January 1945 

I believe t he President will be 

interested in the enclosed report. which comes from 

our representative in London. 

Enclosure. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ -!".~ 
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
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Ol"l"ICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. ....... 
26 Janu117 1945 

The following information has been transmitted by the 

OSS representatiYe in London: 

0Q 24 Janu8.J'1, Iing Peter sumaoned Prellier Subaaich 

for new consultations. He again proposed that the Subasich gOY­

ernment resign, and suggested that Subasich fora a new govern­

aent to include Yur111 IrnjeYich and Milan Grol, a.ft.er which 

steps would be taken to resolYe the Iing' a objections t o the 

Tito-Subaaich draft agreement. Subasich consulted with his 

cabi.net and the I ing ' s proposals were accepted. A few hours 

lat er, howeyer, Subasich informec'! the Iing that General Velebit • 
LPartisan llilita.ry liaison officer in Lond0Ji7 had strongly ad-

Yi:sed Subasich t o make no decision pending a reply from Tito, 

who bad been informed of the situation. Although Subasich and 

his cabinet appear definitely t o have been frightened by Vele­

bi t' s request, they are still inclined to accept the Iing'1 

proposal. In t his connection the St ate Department communique 

deliYered to Iing Peter on t he eYening of 24 Janu8.J'1 by Patter-
DI CLASSIFIID 

son baa carried conaiderable weight. By Aotbor H7 o r C (A 

• 

a1 Date 
Charl e• • 11toa 
Acting Director 

z_z_ 
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O"'ICE OF STMTEGIC HJtVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

lliss Grace Tully 
The lhite House 

Dear Ilise Tully: 

'1:/ JUIU&r)' 1945 

... , 
CONTROL 

~l# 

I bel ieve the Preaident will be in­

terested in the enclosed VESSEL report, numbered 

4)-a and dated 22 January 1945, which is bei.na sent 

only to the President. 

!hcloaure. 

Sincerely yours, 

a~ "" Cl; .. r.:-Cbarlea S. Cheston 
Acting Director 



OFFICE OF ~TEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D, C. 

27 January 1945 

YEMORAHIXJM FOR THE PRF.SIDOO: 

CONTROL 

The following is source ' s account of the conference 

held on 19 January between the Pope and Mr. Myron Taylor: 

lhen asked whether he considered Papal mediation in 

the Pacific war possible, Taylor was skeptical. He stated that 

recent developments had evidently not brought the Japanese point 

of view any closer to that of the Anglo-Americans. The Pope 

asked if he would discuss the situation with the Japanese Ambas­

sador to..the Holy See, and Taylor replied that he was neither an 

official nor semi-official representative of the United States, 

and accordi.ngly could speak only as a private individual. Taylor 

promised to communicate with t he President, for which the Pope 

thanked him, and asked him to explain the sentiments which ani­

mated this inquiry. 

VESSEL 43-a 
Report of 22 January 1945 

~~.s.~ 
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

'· 
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Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Miss Tully: 

I believe the President will be in-

terested in the enclosed report from our represen­

t ative in London. 

Enclosure. 

Sincerely yours, 

Q(~.r.~ 
Charl es S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

DICLAl!SIJII» (! ( A 
By Autb.,,.1\J' orr_~ .... loil_.,__ 

"lJ&._ 7 (g ? 7 ( 
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OFFICE OF STR.ATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

27 January 1945 IZOLUaIFIZD 

Jy Aa~1 t7 ot Q.t A 

~ ?!qz '--

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDml': 87 aj Do·-. 'llN 11 l!JIJ 

' The following information bas been transmitted by the 

OSS representative in London: 

At a cabinet m.eeting on the morning of 26 January, 

Subasich and four out of five of his ministers decided not to 

return to Be~rade before clarifying their position in respect 

to King Peter. General Ristich was the only dissenting member 

of t he cabinet. He handed in his resignation, which was nei­

ther accepted nor rejected. 

The cabinet ' s decision was precipitated by Ambassador 

Stevenson's arrival in the middle of the meeting. Stevenson is 

reported to have asked: "What do you mean by sitt ing here talk­

ing when British planes are ready to leave with all of you?• 

General Ristich added: "What are we wait ing for if England is 
' 

backing us?" A heated word battle followed, and Stevenson left 

in a fury after Subasich stated t hat he and four of his five 

ministers would remain. Partisan General Velebit was then called 

in, and he agreed that it wa.s wise to delay the departure until 

an understanding with t he King had been reached. 



/ - 2 -

Subasich agreed to sign that day (26 January) a state­

ment to the following effect, although General Velebit prevented 

him from doing so: 

The Prime Minister has today submitted his resig­

nation and that of his Cabinet to Iing Peter. The 

Iing has accepted the Government's resignation and 

has asked Subasich to form a new government, compris-

ing if possible representatives of the progressive 

democrat parties and personalities capabl e of imple­

menting the agreement with Tito. The new government ' s 

duty will be to bring into operation this agreement, 

taking into consideration the King ' s tvro objections 

made public in his communique of 11 January. The 

King bel ieves that all the peoples of Yugoslavia will 

find full satisfaction in the agreement so concluded, 

and that this agreement will be a token of a new, dem­

ocratic, happier, and federated Yugoslavia. Subasich 

has accepted the royal mandate to form a new govern-

ment. 

Budisavlievich and Grol L'.iiiiddle-of-the-road Yugoslav 

exile.!!7 are reported to support the King's viewpoint and, after 
DECLASSIFIED C)A 
Sy Aut hor \ ty ot_;._.::t_.!.-~--

('.!)o~ '2.-. "L • • a ., -
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a two-hour conference with Peter, to be willing to join a new 

Subasicb government if Subasich ratifies the King ' s two objec­

tions to the agreement with Tito. 

a4'Ju .S. ~ 
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

DICLASSIH!ll 
By Autbo~Hy or_C~lo,;~..o.-

81 m 0"~ JY'1 11 1973 



-- OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTO N, D. C. 

Miss Grace Tully 
The 'I/hi te House 

Dear ~iee Tully: 

27 January 1945 

I bel·ieve the President will be 

interest ed in seeing the enclosed me~orandUJ1, the 

intelligence in which wae forwarded by our repre-

sentative in Bern. 

. 
Enclosure. 

Sincerely yours, 

a~ J . & -. "'-· -
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

DI CLASSJFIED 

87 Autbori ty of Cl ft 
0 07(,.()? 

By S,f : NOV_!] 1973 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC: SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

27 January 1945 

MOORANDUM FOR THE PRF.SIDENT: 

.. . . -

The following communic~tion has been received from 

the OSS representative in Bern_: 

One of the two emissaries of the conspiratorial group 

behind t he 20 July putsch who was previously reported arrested 

by t he Nazis has escaped to Switzerland, and has suppl ied fur­

t her information on the divergence of opinion which developed 

among the conspirators as previously reported in a memorandum 

dated 17 August 1944. 

Source declares t hat Colonel von Stauff enberg, who 

made the attempt on Hitler's life, had planned to conclude a 

peace with the Soviets, if the putsch were successful and pro­

posed to announce the establishment of a •workers and peasants• 

regime in Germany. The old-line Generals did not agree with 

t his plan and con~inued to favor a peace arrangement with the 

Western All ies to the exclusion of the Soviets. They did not 

oppose von Stauffenberg, however, since he was the only one 

willill8 to risk his life and was the only person in a position 
DICLASS Jril!D 
By Authority or_,C,._J...,8LL... _ _ 

By st 0" 1" NOV 2 7 1973 
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to place the bomb. They hoped that they would be able later to 

di rect developments along more conservative lines. 

The OSS representative comments that: 

The present situation on the Eastern Front and the 

general trend of the situation in Germany indicate that an east­

ern solution of the war may now be more attractive to Germany. 

It i s not impossible that Germany wil l maintain stubborn resist­

ance in the West even t hough the Soviets have pressed deep into 

the Reich, unl ess some mean.a is found to break the resistance 

of Wehrmacht forces opposing the British and Americans. 

A subtle, psychological approach may help the Anglo­

American military forces. The following points might be sug­

gest ed to high Yehrmacht circles: 

(1) Unconditional surrender unalterably remains 

t he Allied policy, but German military leaders must, in the face 

of inevitable and rapidly approaching military defeat, consider 

the future of t heir country. 

(2) In both the East and the West Germany faces 

t he choice of making each German city an Aachen, iarsaw, or Bu­

dapest, or of facilitating the entry of Allied armies and the 

orderly transfer of authority to occupation forces under condi-

DECLASSIFIED 
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tions which would spare unnecessary destruction, facilitate the 

distribution of food and raw materials and a resumption of eco­

nomic life, and lllllke possible t he orderly evacuation of prison­

ers and foreign workers. 

(J) l ehr:nacht officers who contribute to such 

a constructive pol icy, assuming t hey are not marked as war cria­

inals , would be t reat ed with consideration due their rank and 

according to the services which they render in the liquidation 

of tbe Nazi regime and the forces which have supported it. 

An affirmat ive program along these lines , the OSS rep­

resentative believes, may help to drive a wedge in the German 

ar~ before the effects of the Soviet successes in the East ere-

at e chaos in Germany. Even though the USSR probably does not 

wish to see a Bol ehevized Germany, lll&llY Germans appear to be-

lieve t hat a Bolshevized Germany would facilitate -an understand­

ing with the USSR. They seem to be working in this direct ion, 

aided by current military developments, by the distress incident 

to the slowly creeping paralysis of German transport, by the suf­

~ering resulting from air bombardment, and by the presence in Ger-

111411Y of large numbers of undernourished and desperate prisoners of 

i ar, foreign workers and bombed-out peoples. DECLASS1FIED 

~4<4- .f. @.;z::: 
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 
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-- Ol'l'ICE 01' STRATEGIC 8£1tVJC£8 
WA8HINGTON, O. C. 

lliaa Grace Tully 
The lhite Bouse 

Dear Ilise Tully: 

29 January 1945 

T ... 

I believe the President will be in-

t ereeted in the enclosed message from the OSS repre­

sentative in London. 

Sincerely yours, 

°"~~. Gt. .~ Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Directol' 

Enclosure. 

PIWLASBIJID /'\ 
•1 Aathol"li7 •' b / A 

c;o?""Z..~ 

87
"1&J ~UN 11 l97a 
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Ol'l'ICE 01' STftATEGIC 8E9'VICES llillllillllii 

WMHINOTON. D. C. 

29 January 1945 

llEll)RANDCJll FOR THE PmlIDOO: 
,4,c 

The followiJJ& informal.ion haa been t.ranuitt.ed by the OSS repre­
sentative in London: 

On 27 January, bbeesador Stevenson handed Subaeich a written 
co1111W1ication f?'Oll the British Foreign Office, stating that. t.he For,. 
el.go Office bad received a telegram from Stalin dth r eference to 

Churchill 's speech of 1.6 Januaey. Th.e t.elegram expressed stalin 1 s 
opinion that t he Yugoslav Government should depart at once for Bel­

grade and fllse wi t.b the Tito goverruoent, which would then name a 
Regency. Churchill replied t.o I.his telegram I.bat he want.ed Unit.ad 

St.ates consent, which had not yet been received. 

In spite of this infortlk'ltion, the Yugoslav Cabinet again ex­
pressed itself as unanimously opposed to leaving London until a 
set.tlement had been reached with ting Peter. Pet er is st ill hold· 
ing firmly to his position, but desires help "in defense of the peo­

ple's liberties•. Partisan General Velebit is conferring with lead­
ers of the progressive deOIOCratic parties. Subasicb is in a state 
of physical collapse and has begged t.be I ing for t.wo days rest. 

OIWLAllUID ~ A 
87 Aat)orl ty et;,_.,.;mllol ... • 

~"""" .f'. ~--;.,.--
Charle• S. Cheat.on ._ 
Acting Director 



OFF ICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WAaHJNGTON . D, C. 

Ilise Grace Tully 
·The White House 

Dear Mies Tully: 

31 January 1945 

I believe the P?-esident will bt in-

t orested in the encl oaed message fro~ our repreeen­

t ati ve i.n Caserta. 

Enclosure. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ ..f . OL:z;::-
Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 

DECJ. .\~•~ l ' 
IT ,,. .. . I 

_.,,.,?4.,_,7" ;ii 
c 1,4 
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Ol"l"ICI!: OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WA9HINGTON, D . C. 
DtCL'iSStl' rDJ 31 January 1945 
Br Autbol"lt.1 or _ __ _ 

MEllORAllllUl.I FOR TflE PRl~IllENI' : Cl I 8 1 oo 7 4 i-i?:-
/s,c-

' ~ ~ • NOV 2 7 liJ73 The follqwine communicatioii!ias ll'een receiviirrroa the OOS rep-

resentative in Caserta: 

In coDDection with proposals for a United JIJ8oalav Covernaent, 

currently under discuaaion, there are indications that lashington 

~ be considering sendine to Belgrade provisional representatives 

inst oad of fully accredit ed diplomatic missions. 

In recent diecusaione wi t h Tito and hie advisor s, eepec~ally 

with respect to Norden'• COiiine to Belgrade, it haa &ee:!!ed clear 

to ae that Tito was concented lest the United States should try to 

introduce political a;ients who would report. on activities but would 

not be regularly accredit ed. It • as only U'ter l had a&llUred him 

that Norden would come as a member of 3 military mieeion and would 

con.fine himself to routine consular and admi.niatrot ive matters, 

that clearance was finally granted. 

Tito's reodineas to continue to deal with Subuich appears to 

be based largely on the aasuaption that be will thereby obtain sat­

isfactory recognit ion by the oajor powers. l ere he to suepect ~hat 

this woul d not be forthcoming, his outlook on the entire matter 

might change. lhile he might be persuaded to accept provisionally 

accredited ambassadors, it is doubtf\11 that he would accept ir:uch 

CECACP 
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less, especially if he thinks the British and the Soviets are pre­

pared to give bim more. 

Important as recognition is to Tito, his program is even more 

so. He is unlikely, for the sake of recognition, to jeopardize the 

achievement of his objectives by relaxing the control which he now 

exercises over the country. He would even less likely be persuaded 

to modify his objectives in exchange for recognition. It is there­

fore improbable that any di plomatic representative, whatever his 

status, could influence local devel opoents. 

The situation in Jugoslavia is hardly analogous t o that in 

countries like France, where the leader of the liberation movement 

depended upon Allied armies for support. Even if it were possible 

for the opposition t o t ake act ion with the I ing at t hei r bead and 

under t he most favorable circumstances, competent 'foreign observers 

in Jugoslavia believe t hat Tito, without outside help, could sup­

press any uprising in a matter of weeks . Tito has mobilized almost 

all of the able-bodied youth, he has concentrated all the weapons 

in his hands, imprisoned most of the potent ial opposition l eaders, 

seized control of t he political machinery and press, and, above all, 

possesses the necessary ruthl ess determination. 

~S.~ 
Charles S. Cheston 
Act ing Director 
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