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WASHINGTON, D. C.
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Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Miss Tully:
We enclose herewith a copy of the
latest radiotelephone message from the 0SS repre-

sentative in Bern, for the attention of the Pres-

ident.
For the Director, 0SS
guhn Magruder, Brig. Gen.
Deputy Director, 088
Intelligence Service
Enclosure.
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WASHINGTON, D. C.

16 March 1945 RESFHHEFE—
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT :

Enclosed herewith for your information is
copy of the latest radiotelephone message from the
0SS representative in Bern, suggesting that the Al-

lies be prepared for a final German peace offensive,

if Himmler can persuade Hitler to let him put it on.

For the Director, 0SS

é}’&' e
ohn Magruder, Brig. Gen.

Deputy Director, 0SS
Intelligence Service

Enclosure.
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES m

' WASHINGTON, D.C.

16 March 1945

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Miss Tully: _
We believe the President will be in-

terested in the enclosed memorandum, containing in-

telligence forwarded by the 0SS representative in

Kandy.
For the Director, 0SS
é%;gmder, "Brig. Gen.
Deputy Director, 0SS
Intellizence Service
Enclosure.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: sy AH3J  pate JUN 111973

The following information has been transmitted by the
0SS representative in Kandy:

Information obtained from highest sources after a se-
cret meeting of the Thai Cabinet indicates that, should the
Japanese present Thailand with demands similar to those made
on Indo-China, the Thai will resist with force, An inecident
touching off the situation is expected momentarily, but the
Thai Government believes the Japanese will postpone a showdown
until the last possible moment in order to retain the present
semblance of Thai-Japanesa friendship, which at least gives
the Japanese access to transportation and other facilities in
Thailand. The present head of the Government is assured of
support in the threatened erisis.

Thai officials believe that, unless prompt Allied aid
is secured, Thai forces will not be able to resist the Japanese
for more than a month. They ask for air-dropped anti-tank guns
and will arrange delivery areas. They believe there are three
possibilities for Thai action in the face of the expected Japan-
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ese pressure: (1) The Thai could combat Japanese assaults at
every point and resist to the utmost; (2) even before the show-
down, if significant Japanese moves and preliminaries to assump-
tion of control or attack are noticed, the Thai could put into
effect surprise attack plans formulated to secure every possible
advantage; (3) they could follow a course of waiting for Ameri-
can or Allied aid before beginning to fight.

For the Director, 0SS

c::;%ﬁ;%i¢2ﬁr Jfaﬁilhub#-undtac_‘
ohn Magruder, Brig. Gen.

Deputy Director, 0SS
Intelligence Service
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

L

16 March 1945

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Miss Tully:
Attached for the informetion of the
President is a memorandum containing intelligence

transmitted by the 0SS representative in Bern.

For the Director, 088

guhn Magruder, Erig. Gen.

Deputy Director, 0SS
Intelligence Service

Enelosure,
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WASHINGTON, D. C.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: by_A9  pate dUN 111973

Thé following information, transmitted by the 0SS rep-
resentative in Bern, relates to the efforts of Carl Burckhardt,
retiring president of the International Red Cross and;Swiss Min-
ister-designate to France, to improve the plight of civilian in-
ternees and possibly of prisoners of war, as suggested sketchily
in recent press items and reported on in greater detail in recent
War Refugee Board reports. The 0SS representative understands
that the plans, under way for some little time, for Burckhardt
to discuse with Himmler internee and possibly prisoner-of-war
questions, may very shortly result in a meeting between the two
men infthe vieinity of Feldkirch, on the northeastern Swiss fron-
tier with Germany. The 0SS representative comments that Himmler
may seek to use this occagion for peace feelers,

The representative has learned that Fusto Pancini, an
old friend of Mussolini, recently has arrived in Switzerland
with letters from Mussolini to his daughter, Edda Ciano, and to
the Papal Nuncio. Pancini indicated to Edda that Himmler wishes

the Nuncio to adviee the Vatican that Germany desires peace and
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is disposed to facilitate the entrance of Anglo-American but
not Soviet troops. Pancini declared that Mussolini, when he
learned of Himmler's plans, remarked: "The fools, they should
have done this three years ago."

[The 0SS representative reported on 12 March that
the Nazis, having learned that Mussolini was preparing to flee
to Spain and had obtained Spanish consent to enter the country,
had placed the former Italian dictator under guard./

The 0SS representative has also learned that Burck-
hardt was personally asked by General de Gaulle to meet with
Himmler in order to discuss the protection of French prison-
ers of war.

The representative states that while he has no def-
inite ﬁrnof, he believes that Kaltenbrunner's telegram to
Obergruppenfuehrer and General der Waffen SS Karl Wolff, the
Higher SS and Police leader in Italy, advising the latter not
to establish contact with the Allies in Switzerland, was
prompted by the prospect of a meeting between Burckhardt and
Himmler.

/Our memorandum of 13 March reported that Wolff,

following his return to Italy from a meeting with the 0SS
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
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representative in Switzerland, received a telegram from Kal-
tenbrunner advising him to avoid establishing contact with
the Allies in Switzerland since such action would perhaps

catastrophically disturb Kaltenbrunner's plans./

For the Director, 0S8

&MM

John Magruder, Brig. Gen.
Deputy Director, 0SS
Intelligence Service

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C. “

17 March 1945

Mise Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Grace:

I believe the President will be in-
terested in the enclosed report of our Foreign Na-
tionalities Branch, dealing with reflections in the
United States of Tito's policy toward Yugoslav po-
litical parties. Will you kindly see that it reaches

his desk? Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

D

William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure.
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES w

WASHINGTON, D. C.

17 March 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Enclosed herewith for your information is
copy of a report of our Foreign Nationalities Branch,
which I think you will find interesting. This report
sets forth certain reflections in the United States

of Marshal Tito's policy toward political parties in

Yugoslavia.
Dh’m
William J. Donovan
Director '
Enclosure.
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MEMORANDUM TO THE GIRECTOR OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
FROM THE FORE 'GN HATIONALITIES BRANCH
Numbar B-3%3%2 16 March (9458

REFLECTIONS IN THE UNITED STATES OF TITO'S
POLICY TOWARD POLITICAL PARTIES

Recent indications fTrom leftist Yugosiav-American
lemders and in the lefiist press provide a possible
clue to Tito's intentions with regard to the treat-
ment of political parties In Yugosiavia. Evidently
anxlous to aveid charges of autheritarianism but at
the same time wunwilling to countenance outright
opposition, Tito may be moving toward a "fromt popu-
laireg." It pppears thet Communist attacks cn Machek‘s
Croatian Feasant Party are being followed by the
creation of a pro-Partisan "Croatian Anti-Fascist
Peasant Party."™

SOME months ago Tito declared that in Yugoslavia the time had not arrived
for division into political parties. Except for the Communists, this has
not been an adequate answer to Yugoslav-Americans, particularly to Tito's
opponents, who have arqued that the aim and policy of the Partisan regime
was to do away with political opposition. Anti-Tito Serb-Americans have
charged that no Serbian party is represented in the Liberation Movement,

Conservative Slovene-Americans have looked in vain for adeguate Slovenian
representation. Croatian-Anaricans, while supporting Tito for the most

part, have been disturbed by Partisan attacks wpon Dr. Vladimir Machek,

veteran leader of the Croatian Peasant Party, and upon some of his subor-

dinates
DEELASRIFIED
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Judging by recent remarks on the part of his Yugoslav-American supporters,
Tito seems anxious to avoid being labeled an authoritarian. Yet for the
present at least, he would like to dispense with political opposition. To
achieve these seemingly contradictory ends, he appears to be employing a dual
technique: (1) creating "dissident” parties where necessary to thwart the rise
of potential opposition, and (2) including within the Liberation Front all
parties willing to participate in the struggle for its major objectives.

Yugoslav-Americans, in seeking to establish Tito's intentions with regard
to political parties, have primarily focused their attention upon the fate of
the Croatian Peasant Parly. In pre-war Yugoslavia the Peasant Party was large,
well~establ ished, and preponderantly democratic and )iberal in outlook. Re-
cently it has been under more or less constant attack from Communist leaders,
both in this country and abroad.”

From recent comment among leftist Yugoslav-Americans,
Creattion of

it s i t 1 rt
P T it appears that a pro-Partisan Croatian peasant party

may be in process of creation. This was borne out by
tha release here 13 February of an appeal! sponsored by the Committee for the
Relief of the Hunger-Stricken peoples of Dalmatia, Lika, and the Croatian
Littoral {reprinted by the leftist-sponsored War Relief Fund of Americans of
South-Slavic Descent), which was signed by the vice president of the National
Liberation Committee of Yugoslavia, Franjo Gazi, who also used the title "presi-
dent of the executive committee of the Croatian Anti-Fascist Peasant Party."

"Soe Crosscurrents Fronthe Homelnnd Agltate Yugoslav-America Community,®
FN Number 232 of !5 February !945, also "Opposition to Tito Actual! and
Potential™ FN Number 212 of 2¢ September 1944

OFF'CE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES FOREIGM WATIONALITIES BRANCH
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That Tite's weapon in neutral izing any ultimate Peasant Party opposition
may be an Anti-Fascist Peasant Party was implicitiy confimmed in recent con-
ve-sations this Branch had with Serge Prica, assistant editor of the Communist-
iine Slobodna Ree of Pittsburgh, wnd Anthony Minerich, editor of Slobodna Rec's
Croatian counterpart, Narodni Glasznik. |t was Prica's belief that the Croatian
Anti-Fascist Peasant Party was the forerunner of a new peasant pﬂf‘t}, whose
titular head would be lvan Subasich. Minerich suggested that the Croatian
Peasant Party had been undergoing revision under the joint guidance of Subasich
and Gazi, and that it was now emerging under a slightly revised name with the
Machek influence virtuaily elim nated.

Apparently anxious to avoid any impressions of the exis-
Serbian Agrarian

Laft Party
Jotns Tito

tence of a one-party system, the Partisans may have en-
couraged porallel developments which appear to be in the
making in Serbia. Slobedna Rec reported 6 March that
the pre-war Agrarian Left Party, under the leadership of Dragol jub Yovanovich,
had joined the Liberation Movement under a new name - National (Peoples)
Feasant Party. The announcement indicated that the party joined the Liberation
Front "as a party and as a people s movenent.® Ii will soon publish a party
ovrgan, Radni Narod (Working Peoplel, according to the announcement in the Rec.

The extent to which the Agrarian Laft Party participated in the struggle
within Yugoslavia, the announcement pointed out, was attested by the fact that
of fifteen members of the executive committee only five were alive and free, and
of seventy-four members of the national committee "thirty died in the fight against
Draza's Eg'rhai?ﬂvicrl_f criminals.” The announcement admitted that one party member

CFFICE OF SYRATEGIC SERYICES FOREIGN WATIGWALITIES BRANCH
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had served the Serbian quisling, Nedich, but "out of fear and confusion, and
he committed suicide."

Prica suggested that there might be a revival of certain Serbian political
parties, including the Republican Farty of Jasha Prodanovich, Minister for '
Serbia in the new Yugosiav Government. But ,the’ saw [ittle hope for revival
nf those Serbian parties which "had aligned themselves closely with the monarchy,”
and hence were "impregnated with Serbian nationalism. ”

An official intimation of present Partisan policy
toward political partieswss food in a press release
issued on 23 February by the United Committee of

Titp Representative

Sees Popular Front

in Liberation Novement
South-Slavic Americans, which quoted remarks made in

a recent interview by Colonel Vliadimir Velebit, personal representative of Marshal
Tito in London. Velebit stated that "whatever was solid and good in the old
pciitical parties has long ago joined the National Liberation struggle.” Looking
to the future, Velebit said: “Democratic elements of various political shades have
today an ample platform to express their views and invest their energies within
ihe ranks of the People’s Anti-Fascist Front which is the best form of a real

“Front Populaire™ ever achieved."

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES FOREVGH WATIONALIT IES BRANCH
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
' WASHINGTON, D. C.

Miss Grace Tully
The White House
Washington, D. C,

Dear Grace:

I shall appreciate it if you bring to
the attention of The President the attached memo-
randum, and document.

Sincerely yours,

William J. Donovan

Director
DECLASSTFT?
7 . W5 < 5
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

The attached document is a translation of
a paper found in Mihai Antonescu's files in Bucharest;
Date concerning the Army and war potential of the Soviet,

from a German Source.

D

William J. Donovan
Director

ﬂFTLAEH;'.r:
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lst April, 1942,

Data concerning the Army and¢ war potential of the Soviaet,

fr & e Source,

A, The ue L d derestimated the str of

Soviet Army, :
The reasons for this under-estimation is the following:

l. The conclusions drawn by the German Information Service
following the Russo-Finnish war, a war in which the Soviet Army
showed weakness as ragards the management of nnerations,
instruction, diu;iplinc, morale, equipment and supply services, ?

ihie was also established by the Soviet Cormand, and
in consequence, Marshal Vorogilov was replaced at thae Command .
of the Afmy by Marshal Timogenio.

The latter, on taking over thas cormand, teok measuras
t; rag;lr the deficiencies discovered in every field, and
eapecianlly in the matter of diseipline, equipment of tha
Army. and the redreasing of the morale of the Soviest o ldier.

2.= All foreign military attachée at woscow underestimated
the possibility of rny apprecianble good results in such a
ihnrt space of time of the measurss takenm by ulrlhll Timogenko,
yhich opinion =se contradicted by the results established after
the declaration of wa: wpainat the UiReS5.8,

Heapecially, 'y a widespread snd intense propaganda, the
mentality and morale of the Soviat soldler was succemafully
changed, the latter having refused to fight in the Finnish war

with conviction,

ihis propagands based on the jdes that the Axis forces
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were intent on the destruction of the ‘llﬂﬂ of Jocialism, and
the acoomplishrents of the latter in the domains of Lndustry,
and mgriculture, was so powerful that even some of the former
taarist officers, whe were emigrante in foreign countries,
enrolled soc that they mizht fight im the ranks of the Sovist
Army,

Also, the perfecting in the instruction of the tronops,
and & sufficient squipment of the 1nttzruwith war materials,
togather with a satisfactory funcﬁ!nning in the supply system,*

ds Another reason why the true Btrength of the Soviet
army and it's war potential could not be knewn, lies in the
fact that by the counter-informative measures taken by the
Soviet nrgnnislginnu. agente of the German Information Service

wWere unable to penmtrate into the interior of the U.R.5.8.
to gather information, except for a distance of from 100-150
km from the frontier,

in the whole of this zone exact data of an informativae

nature could be obtained, but nothing could be knaown of what

wag happening in the interior of the U,R.5.8,

by 8 t the industri Bibilities of th
u;u,slsl could not be d!turq;nad, nll the more becauss ths
majority of the capitalist States were inclined to underestinmate
the development of Soviet industry, conaidering it to be only
& creation of Sovied propaganda, and not reality,

A8 an example of this we mention the fact that before
the beginning of the war Against the U,4.5,8, the German Uo-mand
Fut the number of ti tanks at a £ uog,

In reality, however, it was aseen that froa the beginning
of the war up to ﬁut, 26,000 fighting tanke have been destroyed,
and the Soviet still disposes at present of about 80 fighting
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Tank brigades,
it 1s also said that the Soviet used methods to deceive

official informers om the cooamsion of various parades and
Testivities of a military maturs, making the same units march
past several times over, and keaping new fighting methods &
close secret, deception and conspiracy being & special feature
of the Boviet,

He Only after the beginning of tha pressnt war, could

the extemt of preparations of the Boviet Army be knowm,

%o the measures takem by uarshal Timogenko, following the

z lessons learned from the Russo-Finnish war, was added the result

of the measures takem Toellowing tha Programms of Vosnesenaki,
the rresident of the Commisseiom of UsR.8.8, State Flan, and
Fresident of the U,R,5.5, Defence ilndustry of February 1941,
pr"untedflnd approved by the supreme leadership of_ the
LCommunist Farty,

thie programme contains tha f-lallnwing four points im
sumarized form:

&) War with the "l’eulturn Capitalisim countries is
inevitable, and thus lli measurss shéuld be takem with m
view of preparing for BAmS ;

b) Every affort must be mde for the strengthening of the

. army;

e) The populatiom in the western part of the country
whose sentiments are not cettain, ars to be transplanted to

i:hu East, as well as industrial entarpricsesg

d) Heasures for the organization and development of

st loult n East regione of t UsR

Although until the baginning of the present war the time was

| too short, still the programma of Vosnesenski was followed with

.\.
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&n intensity only possible in the U,i,S,5.
Ae such it gave satisfactory results, all the more so ma

the following two pointe provided for in his Programme, were
put inte foroe befors they were proclaimed,

ih this connection the following are cited i

l.until the beginning of the war, about & millions of
‘kulhu:niui and workers were evacuated from the West of the
UsH.5,8, to the East, lhis is the nxplunpiion why the 20
Divisione in the region of Vladivestock recruit annually 200,000
recruite, natives of the west of the UsfeS5,8. mnd who- ars

not allowed te return to thaeir homas,

|

‘he pogulation in the sxtreme Orient has increased by

50% whilst in the westerm regions it has fallem by 7%,

the population of the townas in the Ural regions has

increased from 6 00,000 inhabitants in 1913 to 3 million up to
1837,

in central Siberim, 50 more new towns have aprung up,
sach with 150.000 imhabitants,

B, imdustry ias mostly worked by electricity, to am extent
U pf B0%, whilst Jermany is omly 70% md England a3,
ihe aresat r n im the U,R,5,8
‘- and ospeodally at Leningrad, loskgva, siev, Rostov, Harkow. ato,
é; *louble® ipdustries wers created of these in the west
=

of the U,H.S5.8, in the extreme Orisnt. Thass wora

P only buildinga
J  sintlar to the factories in the West, without installations,
&

a; ready to receive same 1n the event of an evacuation of the
inetallations moved from the West,

being

60 new mills were built east of the Urals for the naeds

-f tnt pupulutinn.'l sugar industry, as wall as new oil industries,
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ike machinery and tool industry was developod,

Specinl attention wos given to the Coal industry,

All these measures contributed treatly to the increasing
of the soviet war industry potential, ~ctting to have a monthly
nroduction, of

" = 900 fishting tanke
_ = 300 field guns
= 200 gune of medium caliber

= 100 heavy puns

from a scarcity of coal, the abaye oroduction seens to

&, hiéve fallsn away , This was discavered on the occcaion of the

arrival at surmansk of a Eull transport, whioh ﬂauHBd_EEﬂﬂrﬂl
satisfaction. [hil transpart arrived from Amerion,

’ 3« Apriculture was greﬁtly develoned by the introduction of
chamienls, bBoth in the enrichine of the ssil and in the “reat=ent
of various plants in order to adapt thenm tgo aTow in the re:loqs
cenaidered 28 heing unauitable,

in this connection eapacinl attention was Fiven to corn

-

and cotton,
Lfforts were made for the increass of arricultural surface
in the Last of the U,R.85,5., and for the combating of drousht |

by canals, irrigation ato, ),
' L
Also #m industrial centres, wers sunnlied =itk arricultural

rroducts,
i1 conclusion, Tnod was assured both for the population and

the army, so that this year tha continuation of the wapi-ill not L

nfluenced by a 1a in the d Ye

Ua At the beginnin- of the campaisn, iaformatien pointed to

the existeonce of 150 Livisions on the /estern front of the U,R.3.8.
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which infeormation corresponded to reftlity,

in the ecouraz of the var, it has veen proved that the Soviet
womand was weak,

#e high conceptions, no atrategic onerations of frant?vnius.

unly rimogenke, tried a manceuvre in the region uflrmm-giuT
with three armies, which however, save no rcsults beczuse of t he
lack of cowordination in the pperations, ;

As regards the Soviet Army, the German Cormand wes surprised
by the apparition of @

= firhtig tonks of 52 tons

= the rocket sum

firhting who

e |
= a3 wall as the_tenacity of the red scldien, even when

encircled, reeisted without supplies, eating even their dead ?

comrades, being at-last capable of attacking and evading
encirclement,

Alseo the Uerman CUormand was surprised on the 4th lecember 1941,
by thyap pearance on the front in the region of nwoscdva, of the
Tollowing new Uonbat Unita:

= 80 Inf atry Diviaione
= 80 Infantry Hrigndes
= 10 fighting tanks &rigades
= 25 uavalry Divieions,
All these Combat units appamred on the front at the time
the vormans were at the hoight of their offensive for the
Tall of woBgoW,
shiis action wap undertaken owing to the fact that the Soviat
troeps in the first line were completely exnouoted, nnd the
troops comnlntad with niv:lxaan and e¢hildren, :
] « uwing to the offepsive actions undertaken by lha Qusainna
without any operative idea and offort, and thew being repsnrdlicas



of the human element, Sovist unite had neavy louses in en

and armament durin: the Coursn of the wintoer battlos,

De= At the present moment there is a decided lack of
grtotive ar automatie armama and artillery matericls,

which fact has enuasd =ome Livisions to be left with from 4=0

oatteries,

infantry Units appear to be well equipped with hand

grenades, which have proved to be a rood FEATON .

2 _preasnt W f t Soviet Army lies thealirhtin

tank units equippad with type Ual,1,34

The armour of this fighting tank r siste the ordinary

Projectile of the anti-tank

= Lt is important te note that the Soviet firhting tank
brigades do not carry out manoeuvres, whilet the fight ing tanks
have no radio apparatus,

Uenerally, they are piven a anﬁtur and a direction which
they Tfollow without eipluiting local neossibilities,

in the course of the War, the follewing Boviet forces

taken part
nave Eppsxrat @
= 425 Infantry Diviasions ks
: CiA
= 100 Iafantry Divisions®;

B0 Teas ﬁl-
ST '

= 75 vamlry Divisions;

= 60 Uotorized Uiviaions;

= BO mechaniBed srigades (Cula) *

At present the total forces at the front number 1
&) Cn the Gormin=Houmanian front;

= 250 Infantry Divisions

= 7% Infantry srigades;

35 Wechanized srigades; [Cals)

85 <avalry Divisiome ( majority without horses, ap
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these served for food for tha troops during this winter).

b) On the ¥innish rromt

= 25 infantry Uivisions

= 10 Infantry Srigades

) In the Caucasus

= 18 Infantry Divisions

- B lawvalry Livisions

= 2 .echanised origades (J,L;)

d) In the extrems Orient

- 20 Infantry Divisions

= 5 uechanized srigades (C,L,)

As regards the Soviet Combat Units &t the front, it is to
be noted that their strenzth is very varied and under the normal (
between 3,000 - 15,000 men).

E saibilities for e f eti ¢ g rese stran
and the greftion of Combat Units in the Soviet are generally
unknown, ma there is no precise basis for such a ealeulation,
a8 there is no kmowledge as regards whe 1

= the number of men able to he mobilized

= the strangth of those absorbed in industries as wall as

= tha strongth of the convalescent wudndud.

Attually what is known io i

fhe existence in the fichtis- units of elements
between the agee of 17 and 45 years j

jocarcity
A greatilack &z rocarde officars
A gmnall nu1hnr.af reserve units,
a4ll the infor-ation sbtained Up to now conlirms tuat the

Sovicts do -=ot dispose of wore theon SU=C0 Livigcions, at tho

bac  of the frant, hadly inotructed and for-ed, 115uffici"ntly

armed wita =rtillery, portative oraament ond rnuto-atic araanont,
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but probably with a combatative coivit,
. As recardo the govin: aboat of the Soviet Army rese .
] it ie snid that after various known data thess consist of at tas
prasent

= 4 0 Liviasions, nrob~hbly umucr the cormand of Voronilow,
in the Rostov-5taline area, and

= 20 Divinicne, ;robably under the command of juugnuni, i
i1 the Moscow Sector.

These troops are bein: hald in *éserve Tor an offensive
which the Soviet Co-mand susrects will take plhce in the Southern
Sector and in the Moscow recion,

Beginning with the 10th April of the current year,
*a state of alarm® is pr;vided for for the Russian treops, bp
an order from Stalin,

Following this eituntion, the troops frow ths _ast Volrn xR
reglon are to approack nearer the Hosfov=Staline sector, whilst
those in the vaucasus are to move towards the North, following
the sea coast,

B. Anplo-Anmerican help

As repards aircraft, the Soviet = berinning froem Decamber

1@#1 up to the present = have disposed all along with 2,000

ch

O

© planes,

This strength has been mainteined by the introducticn

%% within the wnite of planes of an old desjign, and even of
instruction, in spite of tﬂa fact that thasy h ve had monthly
losses of betwsen 400-500 planes,

Up to the nresent, the Soviet ArTmy hoa received unlg
5 ;qundruna, irom 3nclish materiel,

in epite of all the efforts of the &n-lish,%bccause
#f o lack of tonnage and production capacity, they will not

be able to deliver to the Soviet nore than 15 Bquadrons, which

Li a . i

-
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= 10 = ’ %
Plane stren-th they must constuntly keep up,

A8 recards ﬂ‘,‘gting tanke, it scenms that around Koscova
Bn-lish material is bedin - used, which haa not boen uaed up
to now, at the front,

‘his =nterial is made up of .‘&urn}qff!.ghting tanks of -
26 tons, and Marck 3 of 15 tons, .

Hoth types can be coneidered ag being an easy prey

to the German anti-tank defences,
Gy The Cernman Yomand knows that: the Soviek will nogt
usa I:“-

He The Commercial Fleet in the Black Sea, hae a capacity

of 200,000 tone, of which 100.000 toms is made up ef oil tanks,
Oof The remining 150,000 tons 80.000 tone are necessary
L]
Tor the Supplyins of the troops at Sevastipol,
on :
#¥1th the 70.000 tons as hand, the Soviet will ba
landing }
unable to undertake any impnrt&nthautinnn oh the Black Sea
cﬂ‘ﬂti
In conclus iom 3
not
We et make.dny mistake in underestimating the combatotive
force of the Soviet Atmy and it1s var potential,
#We must expect to meet 8ti11 with serious resistance
in the n-franﬂiva of the spring of this Year,
¥¢ rmust not count on internsl agitation in the U.R.8.8:,

neither should we count on a disruption of the Soviet Army,

EETEEcom=ss
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gt OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES

WASHINGTON, D. C.
17 March 1945

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Grace:

I am enclosing the latest radiotelephone
. report from our Bern representative, which I think
the President will find interesting. Will wyou be
good enough to see that it reaches him? Thank you.
Sincerely yours,

.

William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure.

DECLASSIFIED

By o
R | (-] S
y___SR NOV 2619/

—RESHEH—




<F; ¢ A .d./l—r-bwz J
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC amv:czsmmﬂ—

WASHINGTON, D. C.
17 March 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
I think you will be interested in the en-

closed radiotelephone message from the 0SS representative
in Bern, which contains (1) views of some recent arrivals
from Austria concerning the possible German reduit; (2)
an editorial from the Weltwoche concerning possible ac-
tion of the Nazis before the end of the war; and (3) an
item from the Neue Zuercher Zeitung of 16 March, concern-
ing the possible use, by Great Britain and the United

States, of German prisoners of war.

D

William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure.

DECLASSTFIED

By Authoritw nf C;H
B DF .. NOV 261973

—RESHHETED—
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES “
WASHINGTON, D. C,

21 March 1945

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Grace:

The enclosed memorandum, containing intel-
ligence forwarded by the 0SS Caserta representative,
will probably be of interest to the President. Will
you be good enough to see that it reaches his desk?
Thank you.

Sincerely yours,
v |
William J. Donovan
Director

Enelosure.

it B b
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ey__ SR NOy 2 £ 1973 m



Q.{ G(' i‘fﬁ(ffﬂd-
/ ==y -

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

21 March 1945 Déﬂ

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The following information of 19 March, rated C-3, has
been transmitted by the 0SS representative in Bucharest:

According to a Rumanian judge who is a legal advisor
to the Rumanian Intelligence Service, if King Michael had fore-
seen the American reaction to the new Groza cabinet, he would
have put off Vyshinski until a government of all parties had
been agreed upon. In the npiniun_uf a prominent member of the
National Peasant Party, who is an intimate of Maniu, the Soviets
have been too hasty in attempting to consolidate their position
in Rumania. Source asserted that, in view of the American reac-
tion, the Groza government must act at once if it wishes to re-

main in power; a shift of ministers, source believes, might

prove satisfactory.

AFTR T

William J. Donovan
Director

DECLASSIFIED

b7 suehonsty ot (1)
0070 A%

SR NOV 2.6 1973 m



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES

WASIRSTON, 0. 6. WEIORES

21 March 1945

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Grace:

The enclosed memorandum, which forms a
sequel to my memoranda of 13 March, will probably
be of interest to the President. I would appre-
ciate your seeing that it reaches his desk.

Sincerely yours,

h. e

William J. Donovan
Director

Enelosure.

REGRADED UNCLA 3911*';}' D m
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES /T
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WASHINGTON, D. C. j]
21 March 1945 ;”jl
DECLASSTAYED
By Authority nf____%_{ﬁ—-
(oY=, =
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: ey JUN 111973
a

The following information, transmitted by the 0SS
representative in Bern, is a sequel to memoranda dated 13 March
concerning approaches with a view to terminating German re-
sistance in North Italy made by Obergruppenfuehrer and General
der Waffen SS Karl Wolff, the Higher SS and Police leader in
Italy and chief of Himmler's personal staff. It is a summary
of statements made by Wolff to 0SS representatives and repre-
sentatives of Field Marshal Alexander at a place nesr Locarno
on 19 March. Marshal Alexander's representatives gave no name
or rank but represented themselves to Wolff as advisors of the
0SS representative. The 0SS representative makes no attempt
to predict whether Wolff's plan can be raali:ﬁd, but reports
that Wolff, himself, appeared determined and that those who
have had close contact with Wolff since he made his first ap-
proach ten days ago are inclined to believe that he is sincere
in his expressed desire to effect an immediate German surrender.
Wolff has stressed particularly that it would be a erime against
the German people if the "reduit plan" were realized, since it

would merely ceuse untold further usgless destruction and

slaughter,



‘ g
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This information has been transmitted by the represen-
tatives in Switzerland of Field Marshal Alexander by direct radio
to AFHQ.

Wolff stated that as a clear duty to his country he
had been prepared to proceed with his plans ﬁo effect the sur-
render of the German Armies in Italy., The absence of Marshal
Kesselring, however, compelled him to change his course of ac-
tion. /Molff reported on 12 March that Kesselring had gome to
Hitler's headquarters, but that he expected him back in three
days./ Wolff said that his next step now depends upon the time
at hiu disposal for action. If he had virtually no time at all,
he would be forced to see what he could do alone. If he had
less than a week, he would deal directly with Generaloberst
Heinrich von Vietinghoff, who was returning to Italy to take
over Kesselring's command and probably reached his Italian
headquarters on 19 March, If he had seven days or more, Wolff
said he would go at once to Kesselring, whom he ﬁure than ever
considered the key to the situation both in Italy and on the
Western Front.

Kesselring, Wolff reported, has been assigned to
Marshal von Rundstedt's command in the West, and had not even

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
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been allowed by Hitler's headquarters to return to Italy to pack

-l

up his effects. Thus Wolff had not been able to see Kesselring
since Wolff's first meeting with the 0SS representative ten days
ago.

Vietinghoff, who acted as deputy commander in Italy for
Kesselring while the latter was recovering from hie injuries, had
gone to Germany on leave in mid-January, and subsequently had held
& brief command in Kurland on the Eastern Front, After & brief
conference at Hitler's headquarters he was ordered to return to
Italy to assume command.

Wolff said that if he were compelled to act alone he
had only the following heterogeneous forces, equipped only with
light arms and a few old tanks, at his disposal. In his capacity
as Higher SS and Police leader, a post which he has held since
1943, he commands some 15,000 Germens; 20,000 Soviet troops,
mostly Don and Kuban Cossacks and Turkomans; 10,000 Serbs;

10,000 Slovenes; 5,000 Cgzechs; an Indian legion; and 100,000
Italians, As Bevollmaechtigter General der Deutschen Wehrmacht

(plenipotentiary for the German Wehrmacht), a post which he had
held since the 20 July putsch, he is in direct command of 10,000
Germans, and has under his tactical command some 55,000 German

services of supply and similar troops, all north of the Po River.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
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Wolff admitted frankly that the non-German forces

S

under his command are not very dependable, and that were he to
take action alone, without prior coordination with the OKW, he
would probably be caught between German armies to the north and
south of his forces.

Asked whether a direct approach to von Vietinghoff
might meet with success, Wolff said that von Vietinghoff is a
non-political soldier who would not take politiecal action with-
out support from others in the Wehrmacht., Wolff declared his
relations with von Vietinghoff to be excellent, but said he had
not prepared the ground with von Vietinghoff as he had with
Kesselring. Hence, Wolff proposed that he proceed at once by
car to Kesselring's headquarters, since he could not fly there
for technical reasons; and seek to persuade Kesselring and Gen-
eralleutnant Siegfried Westphal to join him in common action.
If they agreed to do so, Wolff seid he felt sure that von
Vietinghoff would cooperate,

If he were successful, Wolff said that he hoped to
bring back with him within a week qualified military represen-
tatives of both Kesselring's and von Vietinghoff's headquarters
to discuss the details of a military surrender. Wolff declared

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
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that he realized that the rapidly developing military situation

=B =

left him little time for action. He added that German Headquar-
ters in Italy expected an Allied offensive there before the end
of the month (to one person he said the attack was expected by
25 March). Wolff crossed back into Italy on the evening of

19 March,

D

William J. Donovan
Director

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON,D.C. m

22 March 1945

Miss Grace Tully
The Vhite House
Washington, D. C.
Dear Gface:

I am attaching brief biographical records
on Kesselring and Vietinghoff, which 1 would appre-
ciate having brought to The President's attention in

connection with my memorandum of yesterday.
Sincerely,
William J. Donovan
Director

By Authority of _ Clﬂ

-y D
By _Date_ NOV .__;.. \ e L



GERMANY BEF. JULY 1544
H COLONEL GEMERAL HEINRIGH GOTTFRIED VON
« VIETINGHOFF (CALLED SCHEEL), AGE 5T,
® SOURCEs PROBABLY TRANSOORAN. 088 P 89
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Heinrich von VIETINGHOFF genannt SCHEEL

DECLASSIFIED
Rank: Generalcberst (cnlnna:l_h general) By Authority of CL\A
Branch of service: Panzer troops oo TR
IV 26 19/3
Birth date and place: 6 December 1887, Mains By, Date HU_...._.H &

Religion: Protestant

Family: Married Elfriede, daughter of Colonel Ludwig Wagner, & January 1920
in Berlin; three children,

Vietinghoff is the son of Generalleutnant Heinriech Scheel wvon
Vietinghoff and Leona GrAfin wvon Schmettow.

Military career:

Attended Frussian Cadet schools (Cadet Corps) (prior te 1506)

1506
1907
1914
1914-1916
1916-1918

1918

1918-1923
1923
1924
1524-1926

1 March 1928
1927-1928

1525-1931

1 February 1931

Fahnrich {officer candidate)

Second lieutenant

First lieutenant and regimental adjutant
Member of Kaiser-Franz-Garde-Grenadier-Regiment
Member of CGeneral Staff

Member of the Operational Section of the
Supreme Command (Ludendornff's Staff)

Received twelve military decorations, including
one Turkish and one Bulgarian award.

Member of the Reichswehr
Joined the War Ministry
Joined staff of Pirst Army Group in Berlin

Cempany commander in the 9th Frussian Infantry
Regiment

Fromoted to major over 100 captains senior to him.

Member of staff of Commander of Infantry in the
Second Division

Member of the Naticnal Defense Department of the
Wehramt (War Office)

Fromoted to lisutenant colonel

gl




April 1931 Commander of the lst Bn. of the 1lith Infantry Regiment
1 March 1933 Head of a section in the Naticnal War Ministry

April 1933 Promoted te colonel

April 1936 Fromoted to Generalmajor (brigadier general)

FParticipated in the establishment of the German
panzer arm and commanded the lst Motorized Infgntry
Brigade in the First Panzer Division.

1937 Inspector of Armored Treoops and Army Motorization
in the War Department

1 March 1938 Fromoted to Generalleutnant (major general)
November 1938 Commander of the Fifth Panger Divigion

(Another source mentions him as commander of the
3lst Panzer Division at that time).

1940 Commanded 13th Infantry Corps in the invasion of
France and took part in action south of the
Ardennes canal,

19 July 1940 Promoted to General der Fanzertruppen (General of
Armored Troops, equivalent to the rank of lieutenant
general). Received the Knight's Cross decoration.

1911-1942 Commander of the XLVIth Panzer Corps in the Balkans
and Rusaia

September 1942 Relieved of his command on the esastern front.

Fromoted to Generaloberst (colonel general or full
general).

Feb.-Sept. 1943 Commander of the 15th Army in the West
September 1943 Transferred to the Italian front.
Oct.=Dec. 1944 Temporary commander of Army Group C.

Holder of the Oak Leaver to the Knight's Cross.
Vietinghoff is described as a man who "likes Hitler but dislikes the
Nazi Party". Although reportedly "playing an increasingly important
role in the German army leadership" Vietinghoff "would probably not be

selected as Chief of the Ceneral Staff; it is possible, however, that
he might succeed General Guderian as Inspector General of Pangzer Troops".

DECTASSTTED

Prepared by Biographical Records

21 March 1945 m






_KESSELRING, Field Marshal Gen.




Name: KESSELRING, Albert

Rank: Generalfeldmarschal, Luftwaffe (Field Marshal, GAF), since 19 July 1940

Presont command: Commander in Chief, Bouth West and Army Group ¢

Birth date and place: 30 November 1885, Markste#t (Lower Franconia)

Family historyr His father was a munieipal school supervisor,

A carsar:

20 July 1904

Bafore World War I

World War I

1 February 1332

1 Ootober 18532

About 1933

1 Optober 15834

20 April 1936

9 Juna 1938
1 Jyns 1937
DECLASSIFIED
By Authority of ,Q_La——-

Joined 2nd Bayerische Fuss-Artillerie
Epgiment as an snsign,

Fes trained as a balloon obasrvar,

Sarved am brigads-adjutant and general
staff officer in the Baysrische Fuss-
Artilleris Regiment and later om in
the 3rd Bayerische Armese Korps,

At the end of the war, remained in the
Rglchswehr with the rank of Hauptmann
(captain). Served for a short while

with his former artillery regiment and
then was given appointments in the Reichs-
wehr Winistry and on the general staff,

Appointed battery commander in the 4th
artillery regiment,

Promoted to the rank of colonal,

Transferred to the Lyftwaffs (air force),
and appointed Chief of the Administrative
Branch in the Air Ministry, (It is re-
ported that he later relinquished this
post because of a disagresmont with Gen-
eral Milch)

Fromoted to Major Genmeral,
Promoted to Lisutenant Ganeral.

Appointed Chief, Luftwaffe (air force)
Gensral Staff,

Promoted to Ggneral der Flieger and made
commanding general and Bef'shlshaber (come
mander) in Luftkreis 3 (air corps area)
in Dresden.

SR NOY 2.6 1973 ek



Fage Two

1 Fabruary 1939 Chef der Luftflotte (air fleet) I
in Berlin and Befshlshaber (commander)
Ost (East).

1939 Commanded the Firast Air Fleet in Poland,

20 Ssptember 1939 After the Pplish campaign, received the
Enights Cross of the Iron Cross

1940 Commanded the Sscond Adr Fleet in France,

19 July 1540 Promoted to Field Marshal by Hitler in
the Relchstag session celebrating victery
in the west,

Summer 1840 From summer 1540 to beginning of campaign
against Russia, fought with his formations
against Eritain,

1541 . Commanded an Air Fleet in Russia.

1942-= Tranaferrad to Southesrn theater in sup-
reme command of all air forces in the
Mediterransan and Africa,

20 February 1542 Awarded the Oak Lesaves.

18 July 1942 Awarded ths Swords to the Oak Laaves,.

Autumn 1943-- Army group commander.

21 July 1944 Awarded Diamondas to the Cak Leaves with

Swords.

Kessalring has been the object of many rumors. On 1 January 1945, The New
York Times reported an Order of the Day by Hitler (signed 27 November 1947%)
announcing Kesselring's death. A report from Berns (12 Yovember 1944) re-
portad him wounded by an Allled clane, after the Cerman Burcpean Jervics
{26 July 1544) had wdnitted that he was slightly wounded, The Nazis havas

frequently praised his masterly strategy and reported that he was shot down
3 times in over 120 flighte.

He is variously reported to be a member of the Ngzi Party and to be not a
membar, to be a close friend of Goring and to be his riwval,

On 13 March 1945 The New York Times published an order by Kesselrirg addressed

to Baron von Gabler:, commander of the 232nd division te "defend every inch of
Ttalian territory as if they were {ighting on the soil of Germany itself",

. DECTJ":“ & ) -
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES —H'E'SH'I'B:I"E'B—
WASHINGTON, D. C.

23 March 1945

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Grace:

I am enclosing the latest radiotelephone
report from our Bern representative, which I think
the President will find interesting. Will you be
good enough to see that it reaches him? Thank you.

Eincerely yours,

William J. Donovan

Director

Enclosure.

DECLASEIFIED

By Authority of__C B
— 007622 e
By SK Nov 2, /3
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

23 March 1945
Iy

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
I think you will be interested in the en-

closed radiotelephone report from the 0S8 representat-
ive in Bern. This message sets forth the impressions
of a German businessman, Just arrived in Switzerland
from Berlin, concerning Russian behavior in occupied
German territories in the East.

Dorer

William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure.

DIEIJ.E'! IFTED
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES

WASHINGTON, D. C. m
23 March 1945

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Grace:

I believe the President will be in-
terested in the enclosed message from our represen-
tative in Bern. Will you kindly see that it reaches
his desk? Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure.
DECLASSTFT
By Au CiA
—e D f iR

E‘;-__.__s.g NOV 2 € 19/3
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES

WASHINGTON, D. C. P
23 March 1945 [

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The following information from & Japanese source,
dated 21 March, has been transmitted by the 0SS representa-
tive in Bern:

According to Shunichi Kase, Japanese Minister in
Bern, the Japanese Ambassador to Moscow was summoned to Tokyo
to discuss technical details concerning the renewal of the
Russo-Japanese non-sggression pact, and left Moscow with a
firm conviction that Russia would renew the paqt. Kase him-
self allegedly believes that Russo-Japanese relations have
recently improved.

Source says that there will be no big naval engage-
ment, because one-third of the Japanese fleet has been sunk,
another third is undergoing very slow repairs, and the Japan-
ese air force is insufficient to protect the remainder.

Source also reports that Allied bombardment of the

Japanese homeland with incendiary bombs has been more damag-
ing than explosives.

DECLASSIFIED

B rity of .CJJ&-——' LA

B <L i APt William J. Donovan

By_._ o Date NOV_2.6 1973 Director



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC EERVI!EI

' WASHINGTON, D.C.
23 llarch 1945

liiss Grace Tully
The White House
washington, v. C,
Ueur (Grace:
I think the attached memorandum
Will be of interest to the President. Will

you please aee that it reaches his desk.

Thank you.
oineerely,

P

William J. Uonovan
Director

. DECLASEIFIED i
sttachment By Autbority nf_ﬂL
o2 2
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

23 larch 1945

KELORANUUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I attach a revort which is of exceptional in-
terest. It relates to future plans of the German Intelli-
gence cervice. It was prepared by our Counter-Espionage
Branch.

The report indicates that the Nazi Party In-
telligence Service (RSH4), controlled by Himmler, has
absorbad the ABWEHR end that the two services are being
consolidated into an effective tool which may be used by
the underground after militery defeat.

smong other things the report indicates that
officers for a Germen resistance army Df between 55,000
and 40,000 men ere receiving treining in resistance
methods and Guerrilla warfere at special [azi schools.
lhere is also evidence of the caching of supplies and that
#5Hn has issued directions which, although they have not
so far reluted to continuing Guerrills resistance, have

directed intelligence, subversion and sebotage activities,

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
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The memorandum details essignments of specific
post-defeat functions to branches of the Rsli together with
methods of operation. Among the latter are the surrender
of selected U5 personnel as a means of going underground
as prisoners of war and the infiltration of Nazis into the
Communist party.

There is also evidence of a shift in attention
from tectical to long range strategic intelligence reporting.
Interest has been shown in areas which can be explained
only on a long range basis. FPlans with reference to spain
are of particular interest. It is reported that in order
to forestall expulsion certain Germens there sre to te
naturalized in the interest of contimued German intelli-
gence.

The world-wide intsrest of Cerman intelligence
shows how extensively we must spread ourselves to guard

against their activities.

hga)rﬁfkwﬂfﬁf*x

Williem J. Donovan
Director

Fop-stofe
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

23 March 1945

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Washington, D. C.
Dear Grace:

I believe the President will be
interested in the attached memorandum. Will
you kindly see that it reaches his desk?

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Pt

William J. Donovan
Director

Attachment

ot



LA

T

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
r f:;/? WASHINGTON, D. C.

W
ﬁﬂ\; 23 March 1945

MEMORANDUY FOR THE PRESIDENT

There follows a summary of a report dealing with
the status of the Chinese in Thailand, which was prepared
by the research staff of the 0ffice of Strategic Services.

The large Chinese minority in Thailand has given
rise to a mumber of serious problems, both local and interna-
tional.

1. Disagreement on bases for determining nationality.
The Chinese government asserts that ell individuals of Chinese
or Sino-Thei parentsge born in Thailand are Chinese nationals,
and thus claims some 3,000,000 or almost 20 per cent of the
population. The Thai government counts &s Chinese only & half
million alien immigrants, and disputes with China the national-
ity of the remainder.

2. Beonomic domination by the Chinese. FPartly be-

cause of disinterest in business on the part of the Thai, the

local Chinese (aliens and those born in Theiland but unessimi-

DECLASSTFIED
ror ABTRA

By Aut!
CONNBINRA. ... -
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lated) have h&ndled about 90 per cent of the country's business.
The Thai government has become increasingly dissatisfied with
this economic supremacy of the Chinese, and eager to inerease
Thei participation in business.

3. Chinese orgenizations in Thailand. The economic
and cultural solidarity of the Chinese in Thailand has been
strengthened by some 273 organizations, most of which are con-
sidered illegal by the Thei government. These associations have
formed "elosed corporations™ for Chinese business interests, have
spread Chinese nationalism and culture in Chinese-language
schools, end in many cases have caused publie disorder Bmong
rival Chinese groups.

controls over alien Chinese. In 1939 end

thereafter Premier Pibul sponsored legislation to limit Chinese
business and cultural activities. Alien Chinese were excluded
from many occupations whiech they had formerly dominated. High
immigration fees were designed to limit Chinese immigration.
Kany Chinese-language schools and newspapers were forced to close.
The Chinese resented these moves, which they considered govern-

mental discrimination; but personal relationships between Chinese

end Thei remeined comparatively cordial.

SN




-5+ Japanese occupation of Thailand. Since the

great majority of Chinese in Theiland are pro-Chungking, they
recently have drawn closer to the Thei in their mitual hatred
of the Japanese. The latter have attempted to use the loeal
Chinese to aid in proeuring supplies, and have tried unsuccess=
fully to create animosity between the Chinese end the Thei.

In the postwar period the Thai government may have
to consider the following questions:

1. Ovening of diplomstic relations with China. Both

the government of Chine end Chinese residents in Thailand have

expressed & strong desire for the opening of diplomstie relations
between China end Thailand. Thus far Theiland has refused, pre-
sumably through fear of strengthening the position of the local
Ghinasa: commnity. A Chinese diplomastie officisl in Banglkok
would, however, be of some service to the Thei povernment es a
responsible representative of the alien group.

2. Formlation of an adequate immigration poliey. The

Thai already possess legal means for limiting Chinese (and other)

imuigration. If this should be used ruthlessly to minimize the
number of unassimilated Chinese in Thailand, the Chinese govern-
ment would doubtless object. Hence the formilation of a mitually

acceptable immigration poliey will eall for careful study. There-
DECLASSIFIED




with a decision may have to be reached concerning the dual eiti-
zenship status of two million or more people in Thailand.

3. Reconsideration of economic and eultural controls.

Thailend, in order to further emicable relations with China, may

deem it desirable to modify some of the current restrictions on
the business and cultural aectivities of the alien Chinese. The
new Aphaiwong government has already indicated e trend in this
direction. The Thai nevertheless will presumably wish to main-
tain control of their own economic and cultural life.

4. Degree of China's political influence in Thajland.

Some reason exists for believing that China is interested in

Thailand as an area for population expansion, and wishes to pro-
mote Chinese cultural penetration and perhaps even political con-
trol of Thailand. As & nation of only 16,000,000, Thailend fears
the power of Ghinnfs 400,000,000, Consequently in the postwar
period Thaeiland mey invoke the aid of some internstional peace

organization in the meintenance of her national integrity.

Williem J. Donovan
Director

>
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES m

WASHINGTON, D. C,
26 March 1945

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Graces

I believe the President would be in-
terested in the enclosed memorandum, which contains
intellipence forwarded by the 033 representative in
Bern. Will you kindly see that it resches his

desk? Thenk you.

Sincerely yours,

f3 e,

William J. Donovan

Director
Enelosure,
s o
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES “

WASHINGTON, D. C. j

26 March 1945 U{L_,.
/
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The following information, transmitted by the
088 representative in Bern, has been obtained from a trust-
worthy source:

Emil Puhl, one of the six vice-presidents of the
Relchsbank, had arrived in Switzerland by 21 March in order
to attempt to make arrangements that would cover offiecial
German expenses under the terms of the recent Swliss decree
restricting the use of German funds. Puhl told source that
the Reichsbank still i1s at Berlin, but that an unspecified
amount of its gold has been moved to Lake Constance.

Puhl declared thﬁt the Nazis had made careful
plans to go underground and that every essential figure had
been given a specific assignment. Nazlism, he said, would
not end with Germany's military defeat because it 1is like a
religion rather than a mere political regime. Hitler and his
followers, he added, are as fanatic in their cause as ever
and still have the support of a great number of people.

As to whether he, himself, would assume responsi-
bility under Allied occupying forces if asked to do so, Puhl
asserted that, in the initial period of occupation, collabora-
tion with the Alllies would be both physically and politically

DECLASEIFIED
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dangerous. The timing, he added, would present a most dif-

i

ficult problem. Men who could be of service to the Allies
might sacrifice their subsequent utility by premature colla-
boration. Buch men, he said, should walt until the publie
they seek to influence 1s prepared to accept loyal collabora-
tion with the democraciles.

-Ej) NA1—A

William J. Donovan
Director
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C. Fa i

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Grace:

I believe the President will find of
interest the attached memorandum. Will you kindly
see that it reaches his desk.

Thank you.

"Sincerely,

William J. Donovan
Direetor

REGRADE] UNCLASSIFTRED
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES ffa,u
WASHINGTON, D.C.

26 larch QB45
DECLASSIFIED

By Authority of (’ ﬁQ

URIHORANDUM FOR THT PRUSIDENT OO Vs 2 =
n -]
I believe you will be interested 1N %ﬁé4¥ﬂ%Jrﬁdﬂﬁi

concerning the question of aiding Thai resistance against

Japan:

Present Thei Situation

l, Adviee is received from Theiland that there is im-
minent denger that Theiland will be seized by the Jepanese.
4 representative from Thailand, now in the United Gtates,
stated that when he wes in Tokyo (February 1944) he had heard
the Jepanese plans on the ultimite seizurs of Indo-China, end
the present opesrations are according to thet plan. The Thais
feel that this plan will be extended to inelude Thailand,
2. e are advised from inside Thailend that the Thai of-
ficials believe three alternatives are open to them.
&. To combat with force all Japansse asseults, resist-
ing to the utmost.
b. To be on the alert for indications thet the Jap-

anese intend to teke over control of the country, and
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tolaunch & surprise sttaek, plans for which have
been prepared. .

¢. To pursue a policy of waiting for Americen or
Allied aid before fighting.

3. At a secret meeting of the cabinet of the Thai govern-
ment it was decided that should pressure take the form of
demands such as those made and effected in Indo-China, the
Thais would fight. Otherwise, their soldiers would be dis-
armed and they would lose all power of resistance. Since
the French Indo-China ineident, all Thai soldiers in Bangkok
have carried rifles. The Thais feel that no matter how care-
ful the Thais ere to avoid provoking summary action, the
Japanese in their own pgood time will create an incdidént to
be an excuse for them to assume full control.

4. In the event that the Japanese teke summary setion,

the Thai forces, asccording to their own most favorable estimete,

could not hold out more than a month without aid. The Thai

Government has submitted a request through an 0SS representa-

tive thet anti-tank zuns be dropped at points where safe de-




AMllies indicate their intentions respecting Indo-China, so
thet Thai plans may be governed accordingly.

5+ The present Thai Government is at the same time the
Underground Movement, the De Jure Government snd the De Facto
Fovernment. The Thai Government has evidenced to the Allied
cause cooperation of a very hish order.

6. The Jepanese meke extensive use of Thai commnications.
They ere building roads and improving railrosds. Since denial
of these commnicetions or a disruption of the service on same
will seriously hamper the movement of Japanese troops to and
from Burma end Indo-China operstions, the Japanese will if

possible seize them.

Present Americen Activities Inside Thailand

{. The primery source of intelligence of the Army, the

Army Air Forces, and the State Department is the 033 network
in Theilend. This network is also the State Department's
sole contact with the Thai Government inside Thailend.

8. Ve have previously advised you that this network has
developed not oaly intelligence within Thailend, but has provided
the means of exfiltrating important political representatives,

n or
g
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as well es infiltrating end exfiltreting Americen and Tree
Thai officers (by use of submarine, eir drop, end flying

boat) who have been mede available in Washington for consul-
tation with military officials and the State Department.

The agents who were infiltrated were received by the Thai
(fovernment, and effective channels of military end politicel
intelligence were made available to them. The Thei Covernment
also cooperated in providing safe conduect for two American
officers to Bangkok. One of these officers is organizing an
intelligence chain vhich is supported by the hizhest Government
offiecials. At our instance the Thai Government has undertaken
the development of this intelligence system and the use of
Theiland as a base for penetration of Japen, through the use
of Theis. We are attempting to provide security for the main-
tenance of this intelligence aystem even though Japan seizes

Thailand end diserms the Thai troops.

0.3.8. Personnel and Supply low in Far Fast and

Aveilable for Thai Operetions

Je ile are requesting information of the Regent as to the

most recent estimate of the strength of Army, police, and

ED UNCLASSIFIED
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civiliens in Thailand cepable of actively resisting the
Japanese, how depnloyed, the guantities and types of weavons
and emmnition on hand, and to what extent this equipment
could be eugmented by capturing Jeapanese supplies.

10. Anticipating such possibilities as now avpear to
be arising, 0SS has warehoused in Celcutta a quantity of
supplies earmerked for resistance groups and guerilla bands.
There is & lien on these supplies for possible use in China.

11. According to most recent figures, the equipment on
hand in Calecutte includes:

35,000 Rifles

20,000,000 Rounds of Ammnition
* 15 Bazookas

2,000 Jungle Kits

149,000 Hana (Grenades

21,000 Rifle Grenades

10,000 Verylights

4,000 30 Cal. Semi-sutomatics

Substantiel demolition suopplies

2,600 C Rations
900 K Rations

The following equipment is en route:

Amount Item Shivred
1,200 .3 Pistols 12/2/45
9,330 + P i 1917 Rifles B/2/45

g

»

-
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Amount Iten ohipped

2,600 Launchers-sazooka 19/2/45
(10,000 on requisition)

149,000 Rockets Bazooka 3/2/45

15,000 M 3 Sub-lachine Guns T/2/45

4,500 Hand Grenades, Fragmen-
- tation (on hand in Calcutta
drawn from Army)
17. 055 has 44 officers and men of our Operational Groups
(0G's) in Ceylon, There are 41 50 (Special Operations) person-

nel in Ceylon, trained in field operations, and 4Y men en route.

* ¥ K ¥ ¥ ¥

10. In order that Oss operations may be coordinated with over-
all policy md plans, aad so that we may know whether we should
extend our operations in Theilend beyond those concerning intelli-
gence, guidance and instructions Irave been requested of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and the Department of State as to whether:

a. 055 should supply the Thei Army end other resistance
forces with arms, ammnition and other supplies;
b. 035 should send personnel to Thailand to help or-

ganize and train the Thai resistance forees.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED D
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES w

WASHINGTON, D. C.

26 March 1945

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Grace:
I believe the President will be interested
in the enclosed memorandum, which contains intelligence
forwarded by the 0S8 representative in Caserta. Will
you please see that it reaches his desk? Thank you.
Sincerely yours,

fFice

William J. Donovan

Director
Enclosure.
DECLASSIFIED ctlfq 3
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" 26 March 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The followlng information, which forms a sequel
to my memoranda of 13 and 21 March on the Rumanian situation,
has been transmitted by the 0S5 representative in Bucharest
and rated B-2 by 0B85 Caserta:

On 21 Harch_n well informed Rumanian Communist
stated that the American State Department note on Rumania had
had a strong effect in Bucharest. Rumanian leftists reportedly
interpret the note as evidence that the United States is deter-
mined to oppose the Soviets when the terms jﬁ? the Yalta decla-
ration?/ are overstepped. Source believes the Soviets will not
risk strong differences with the United States and will respond
to the American representations by broadening the Rumanian ecab-
inet, possibly to include representatives of democratic, bour-
geols interests, who would serve as a counter-weight to the
radical left. Source emphasized that the Soviets had over-
pleyed their hand in Rumenie and that Vyshinski had gone fur-
ther than Moscow had intended.

Concerning the recent arrests by the Ministry of

Interior, source claimed to have accurate information showing

DECLASSIFIED
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that the arrests thus far had been largely confined to fascists

R

and collaborators with the Germans. He admitted, however, that
there had been some arrests of political opponents of the new
regime, and of employes of a Peasant Party newspaper who refused
to join a leftist trade union. BSource stated that he and other
prominent Communists considered these arrests unfortunate and
stupid, and that they are trying to arrange for the quick trial

and release of the workers.

O

William J. Donovan
Director
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f DECLASSIFIED
Miss Grace Tull]r By Authority of ilﬂﬁ =
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Dear Grace:

I believe the President will find of
interest the attached memorandum. Will you kindly
see that it reaches his desk.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

e

William J. Donovan
Director

A
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
i WASHINGTON, D. C.

27 March 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The following information, transmitted by the 0SS rep-
resentative in Bern, summarizes approaches by Ernst Kaltenbrunner
(Tab A), Chief of the Nazi Security and Police Service, and by
Franz Xaver Ritter von Epp (Tab B), Reichsstadthalter (Governor)
of Bavaria.

Through two emissaries, Kaltenbrunner reports the ex-
istence of an opposition group within the Austrian S8 which is
anxious to liquidate the Nazi Party in Austria and to arrange
for the orderly transferlﬂf administrative functions to the
Western Powers. Thié-grﬂup is apparently anxious to gain some
immunity from the Allies by serving as a "transitional regime"
instead of joining the Nazi die-hards in a last-ditch struggle
in the German "redoubt". The Kaltenbrunner group claims to have
established contact with worker and Catholic opposition groups
in Austria.

Von Epp, through his emissary, claims that he wishes
to spare Bavaria from becoming a battlefield and, when Nazi

controls break down, intends to assume executive power in Ba-

varia with the help of Wehrkreis commanders.
REGRADED UNCLASSIFICASSRQEORGH |
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Certain striking similarities are apparent between
these two approaches and those of Obergruppenfuehrer and Gen-
eral der Waffen SS Karl Wolff with respect to North Italy, re-
ported in previous memoranda. Whether these are independent,
spontaneous efforts of dissident Nazis to save themselves, or
whether Himmler is behind these moves and is, himself, prepar-

ing to desert the ¥azi die-hards, remains an open gquestion.

-mﬂw“h-—ﬂ.--pn-___

William J. Donovan
Director
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APPROACHES FROM KALTENBRUNNER GROUP

On 28 February the 0SS repreeentative in Bern reported
that ﬁe had been spproached by an Austrian industrialist with
whom he had had previous contacts. The Austrian declared that
he for several years had been acquainted with Hoettel, a Vien-
nese SS chief, who knew vaguely thst he had indirect contacts
with Americans in Switzerland. Prior to the industrialiest's
departure for Switzerlsnd on 18 January, Hoettel informed him
that Ernst Kaltenbrunner, Chief of the Security and Police Ser-
vice, wished to see him.

The Austrian industrialist saw Kaltenbrunner, who told
him that he, Kaltenbrunner, and Himmler were very anxious to end
the war and as a first step were contemplating the liguidation i
of "war mongers" within the Nazi Party, especially Martin Bormann,
Deputy Leader of the Nazi Party. Kaltenbrunner also eaid that he
and Himmler were very anxious to establish contact with }hﬂ Brit-
ieh and Americans and planned to send a high 8S official to Switz-
erlsnd to speak for them, if a contact could be established.
Kaltenbrunner asked the Austrian industrialist to do what he

could to establish such a contact.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
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The industrialist claimed that he had suggested to
Kaltenbrunner that Alfred Potocki, brother of the former Po-
lish Ambassador to Washington, should be allowed to go with
him to Switzerland, since he felt that Potocki had good con-
tacte with the British. According to the industrialist,
Hoettel immediately arranged for an exit visa for Potoecki,
who expected to proceed first to Liechtenstein. /Potocki
apparently never arrived there./

After further conversations with the industrialist,
the 0SS representative on 2 March reported that other good
sources tended to support the industrialist's claim that Himm-
ler, Kaltenbrunner, and certain other high S8 officials might
abendon the die-hard Nazi fanatice like Hitler and Bormann,
and (instesd of joining them in the Germen "redoubt") might
try to gain some immunity by serving as a "transitional re-
gime".

(The 0SS representative commented that so long as
such Nazi leaders as Himmler and Kaltenbrunner believe that it
might be possible to obtain some immunity from the Allies, an
opportunity may be offered to drive a wedge into Nazi leader-

ehip and thereby reduce the effectiveness of German "redoubt"”

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED '.'|
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plans. The representative said that through indirect channels
he was arranging for Hoettel to come to the Swies frontier where
a trustworthy intermediary would see him.)

On 15 March the 0SS repreéentative reported that Hoet-
tel had teld the intermediary that the S5 contzined a so-called
Austrian opposition represented by Kaltenbrunner, Hermann Neu-
bacher (the former Plenipotentiary to the Balkans), and himself
This opposition group, Hoettel declared, had been responsible
for esaving many people from SS persecution. Hoettel also said
that he was responsible for the transfer of Karl Seitz (the for-
mer Lord Mayor of Vienna) from a concentration camp in Silesia
to Bavaria and now hoped shortly to free Seitz. Hoettel said
that previous to his present assignment /apparently as Kalten-
brunner's right-hand man in Vienna/ he had acted for Kalten-
brunner in supervising the activities of Edmund Weesenmeyer,
the German Plenipotentisry in Hungary. He added that he had
recently been assigned by Kaltenbrunner to establish contact
with opposition groups in Austria.

On 24 Merch the 088 representative reported that
Hoettel had made a second trip to Switzerland and declared

that the majority of the Austrian S8, most of whom are Austrian

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
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nationals, wish to liguidate the Nazi Party and to arrange for
an orderly transfer of administrative functions to the Western
Powers. This plan, Hoettel declared, would involve the elimi-
nation of those SS elements favoring a continuation of the war,
especially the supporters of Bormann and a number of the Gau-

leiters.

(The 0SS representative, on 24 March, also reported
that the Austrian industrialist, who had seen Kaltenbrunner be-
tween Hoettel's first and second trips, had declared that Hoet-
tel's second trip was made at Kaltenbrunner's special request.
The industrialist supported Hoettel's statements.)

Hoettel declared that Kaltenbrunner had assigned him
to contact Austrian opposition groups in order to support anti-
Communist elements. Hoettel said he was eelected for this task

because he is a Catholic and becesuse his fether is a Social

Democratic school reformer.

/088 WASHINGTON COMMENT: Karl Hoettel, a teacher

for many years until 1934, served on the Vienna Board

of Education. He was last heard of in 1941, when he
was still living in Vienna and anti-Nazi. He is now

about, 60 years of age end has a son, about 30,/

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED m
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Hoettel said his task had been facilitated by the anti-Communist
leaninge of Austrian workers. Hoettel claimed that he had es-
tablished contact with anti-Nazi worker leaders in Steierﬁark,
Wiener Neustadt and Vienna, and with Catholic opposition groups.
He cited the name of a Catholic leader, which already had been
supplied the 055 by representatives of the Provisional Austrian
National Committee (POEN), but claimed he knew other opposition
leaders only by their cover names.
/0SS WASHINGTON COMMENT: POEN representatives re-
ported to the 0SS representative in Paris recently
that they had estsblished contact with some of the
higher SS offices in Vienna./
Hoettel prﬂﬁaﬂed to return to Switzerland with certain of these
opposition leaders, and hinted that he might even bring out the
former Lord Mayor, Seitz, as well as representatives of the
workers and Catholic opposition.
(According to the Austrian industrialist, a meeting
in Salzburg, to discuss Hoettel's second trip to Switzerland,
wee attended by Kaltenbrunner, Neubacher, Lieutenant-General
Edmund Gleise von Horstenau (the former liaison officer for

the German Army with the Croatian Government), Neustaedter-

&tuermer (?), and Hoettel.
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(In September 1944, the 0SS representative reported
that Glaise-Horstenau had, following his removal from his liai-
son post, sent a message to the representative indicating his
desire to work with the Allies for the liberation of Austria.
The 0SS representative then commented that Glaise-Horstenau
apparently wished, through his friends in Army circles, to
open to the Western Allies the route to Vienna via Zagreb in
the hope of avoiding a Soviet occupation of the Austrian cap-

ital.
(2555 Washington Comment: Neustaedter-Stuermer

cannot immediately be identified. The well-known

Austrian Fascist, anti-Nazi and leader of the Heim-

atwehr movement, ,0do Neustaedter-Stuermer was reported

to have committed suicide in Budspest when Austria

was occupied by the Nazis./)

With regard to the general situation, Hoettel declared
that the Nazie expect and wieh to exploit a wave of anti-Commun-
jem in the Balkan area. For this reason, he said, despite the
preseure on other fronts, SS divisions had been kept on the Lake
Balaton front in Hungary, and von Weich's army held relatively

3
inactive in Croatia. Hoettel said that the Alpine "redoubt”

REGRADED TNCLASSIFIED '
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would be finished and stocked in about three months. The
Steyrwerke, he said, is already underground, producing such

defengive weapons as Panzer Faeuste. The Nazis intend to take

¥ehrmacht as well as SS units into the "redoubt", he added, and
even the families of the troops.

With respect to the situation within the Nazi Party,
Hoettel said that the eplit between the western and eastern
oriented groups was becoming increasingly apparent. Robert Ley
and his followers in the Labor Front, plus Bormann and many of
the Gauleiters, he declsred, belong to the Eastern orientation,
while Kaltenbrunner and his followers belong to the western-
oriented group. Hoetel predicted a kind of Tauroggen movement
in which the Western Front would be opened, the troops would be
marched towards the East to fight as free corps bands, while
the government of Germany would be left to the Western Allies.

(The 0SS representative comments that there are other
indications that certain SS elements are trying to save them-
celves by turning to the West, by ignoring or even favariné
local anti-Nazi movements, and by preparing to aveid a last
diteh "redoubt" struggle with the die-hards. The representa-

tive points to the similarity of these activities inspired by
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Kaltenbrunner, efforts by Obergruppenfuehrer and Ceneral der
Waffen SS Karl Wolff to arrange a surrender in North Italy,

end a recent approach by von Epp with respect to Bavaria,

o g

summarized in Tab B.)
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APPROACHES FROM VON EPP

On 23 March, the 088 representative in Bern reported -

that Heinz Adolf Heintze of the German Foreign Office arrived

in Switzerland with a message from Franz Xaver Ritter von Epp,
Lieutenant-Generel, retired, the Feichsstadthalter (Governor)
of Baveria. Von Epp declares that, although he has served the
Nazis, as an old-school Bavarian officer he wishes to spare
Bavaria from becoming a battleground. When central Nazi gov-
ernment controls break down, he intends to assume executive
power in Bavaria, aided by several Wehrkreis commanders in
charge of Bavarian reserve units. The most energetic of these,
he says, is General Kriebel, commanding Wehrkreis VII. Von Epp
and these fehrkreis commanders believe that the troops under
their command would follow orders to take action against Himm-
ler and the SS.

Von Epp deeclares th=t he has acquainted Cardinal
Faulhaber and other Bavarian Catholie leaders with his plans
and had tried to contact the Vatican through Faulhaber. This
eoatact could not be safely established, he claims, because
the Gestapo is represented in the Cardinal's entourage., Von

lipp apparently asked his emissary, Heintze, to find out whether
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his appearance at the head of a Bavarian anti-Hitler movement
would tend to prejudice the movement in Allied eyes, in view of
his own Nazi background and the fact that he had remained in
office uncer Hitler,

(The 0SS representative comments that this group may
not have sufficient energy and determination to carry throush
its plans.)

/08S WASHINGTON COMENT: Von Epp, now 76, has
been a confirmed Nazi ever since he joined the Party
in 1923. He waes instrumental in Hitler's rise to
power and delivered Bavaria to Hitler on 9 March 1933.
Followinc World War I, he fcunded‘the Epp Free Corps
and put down the revolt in the Fuhr in 1919-20, then
returned to the German Army Lntil his retirement in
1923. He became Reichekommissar for Bavaria in March

1933 and was made Reichsstadthalter the following

month. In receni years he actually has been subordi-
nate in power to the Gauleiter. He ic ant i-Commnist

and probably pro-monarchist at the present time./

3 i
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C,

27 March 195

Miss Grace Tully
The White House
Washington 25, D. C.
Dear Grace:

I believe the President will be interested in
the attached report coﬁaerning the dissatisfaction of the Po-
lish press in this country with certain Congressmen of Polish
descent. Will you kindly see that it reaches his desk.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
PPy

William J. Donovan

Director
DECLA
By
CIR”
007622
S - i’
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There fnliown a report prepared in the Office of Strate=-
gic Services concerning the dissatisfaction of the Polish
press in this country with Partain Congreasmen of Polish descent:

Digsatisfaction with the pauecity of protest against the
Yalta decisions on the part of Congressmen of Polish descent
has been expressed in a number of Polish-languege newspapers.
On 26 February the Detroit daily Dziennik Polski wes indignant
because not all Polish-American Congressmen had condemned the
Yelta decisions concerning Polend. Thus far, the paper stated,l
Representative Alvin 0'Konski (Wisconsin), John Lesinski
(Michigen), Thedeus Wasielewski (Wisconsin), and Joseph M.
Ryter (Comnecticut) hed teken their stand against Yelta. Rep-
resentative George G. Sadowski (Michigan), the paper pointed
out, had approved the decisions, but had taken exception to the
provisions concerning Eastern Gelieia and Lwow. The newspaper
egked:

Where are the other representatives of Polish descent?

Are they Poles only at election time when they seek
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Polish votes?

On the same day the Buffalo daily Dziennik dla Wszystkich
attacked the "Demoeratic" Congressmen of Polish descent, re-
minding them that "it is the duty of all Polish legislators to
make objective comment without accusetions, but they dare not
remain silent on such an important issue."

The Chicago daily Dziemnik Zwiezkowy wes particularly
criticel of the Congressmen representing Chicego. Pointing out
in en article 12 March that three Detroit Congressmen had
spoken up on the Polish problem and that "while one could not
agree with Congressman Sadowski's theses, yet even in his speech
concern over Poland was sounded,...the Congressmen from Chicago
have been silent like the demmed.” The newspaper remarked that
by keeping quiet the Polish=American Congressmen "do harm not
only to Poland but elso to the Democratic Party." It warned
the Chicago Congressmen who "received their mandates from the
hands of electors of Polish descent," that unless they teke
proper steps they will meet the fate of former Congressman
Tenerowicz of Detroit, ™who, although he had behind him the en-
tire Bolshevik camp, had to bid farewell to his mendate when

he failed to teke the proper position concerning Polend.™
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The seme line was teken by the New Britain Catholie weekly
Przewodnik Ketolicki which has been urging compromise at the
present juncture. It remarked (16 Merch) 1that there were in
the United States "fen Congressmen of Polish descent elected by
Polish votes. Why are seven (sic) of these gentlemen keeping
quiet at this eritical moment for Poland and the Poles? Let
their electors waeke them up so that they will be reminded if

they are taking & nap.”

mwﬂa—q

William J. Donovan
Director
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WASHINGTON, D. C.

28 March 1945

Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Dear Grace:

I am enclosing the latest radiotelephone
report from our Bern representative, which I think
the President will find interesting. Will yvou be
good enough to see that it reaches him? Thank you,

8incerely yours,

M

William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure.
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES W-FJ-‘-P'

WASHINGTON, D. C.

28 March 1945 m}/

\

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
I think you will be interested in the

enclosed radiotelephone report from the-088 represen-
tative in Bern. This message contains views as to
the number of Germans who will follow the fanatieal
Nazl leaders, and the effectiveness of the resist-

ance in the "reduit®.

D

William J. Donovan
Director

Enclosure.
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C.
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28 March 1945 i
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Miss Grace Tully
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Grace:

I believe the attached memorandum will be of
interest to The President. It deals with the
nationality and age of German Armed Forces prisoners
captured in northern France, early August to 10
September 1944. . Will you please see that it reaches

Sincerely,

L1
Wilg J. Donovan

Director

2y dussori . of . (CABL
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D. C. m
28 March 1945
MEMORANDUM FOK THE PRESIDENT

Examination of a sample of 3.3 percent of 170,000 prisoners
of war from the German Armed Forces captured by the US Army in
Northern France from early hﬁgust to 10 September 1944 indicates
that:

1. Of all prisoners taken, those from the German Army con-
stituted 91.3 percent, the Waffen SS 1.5 percent, the Navy 3.6
percent, the GAF 0.5 percent, and civilian and paramilitary
personnel 3.1 percent.

<. German nationals constituted 91.2 percent of all army
prisoners, Poles 3.9 percent, and Soviet nationals 3.3 percent.

3. A well defined tendency to use older troops is observable
from a comparison of these prisoners with those taken earlier in
1944 in Italy and in France.

4. The class of 1926 had not been fully committed to combat
by the end of the summer, and the class of 1927 scarcely at all.

5. There ies evidence that the S8 troops were able, by dint
either of superior mobility or of High Command policy to evade

capture more aggpﬁgﬁfy%ly than those in the German Army proper.

60Tb A 1
SK _pate_ NOV 261973 W
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6. The comparatively high proportion of Soviet llationals
found in the German Army (2 percent) among those captured in
the early days of the second front, can now be imputed to their
special prominence among limited service divisions used for
coast defense purposes. The later sample from France shows a

much smaller proportion of Soviet nationals (3.3 percent).

D yrpne

William J. Donovan
Director



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES ‘m‘.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

29 March 1945

Miss Grace Tully
The White House,

Dear Grace:

I believe the President will be inter-
ested in the enclosed message from our Bern represen-

tative. Will you kindly see that it reaches his desk?

Thank you.
Sincerely yours,
/ it
William J. Donovan
Director
Enclosure.
bl B A T Y 2 = ,'J‘I ".l}



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES M"
WASHINGTON, D. C.

A
29 March 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT :

The following information, transmitted by the 0SS rep-
regsentative in Bern, is a sequel to memoranda dated 13 and 21
March concerning approaches with a view to terminating German
registance in North Italy made by Obergruppenfuehrer and Gen-
eral der Waffen 8S Karl Wolff, the Higher SS and Police Leader
in Italy and chief of Himmler's personal staff.

No further iurd had been received from Wolff by the
night of 26 March.

/On 19 March, Wolff stated to Allied representatives

that he was leaving by car for Kesselring's headquar-

ters and hoped, if he were successful in persuading

Kesselring, to return within a week with qualified

representatives of both Kesselring and the German

commander in Italy, von Vietinghoff./

Wolff's aide, Zimmern, however, reports that both
Rudolph Rehn, German Ambassador to the Mussolini regime in
North Italy, and Gener=lleutnant der Polizei Wilhelm Harster,

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
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commander of the Security Police in Italy and Wolff's subordi-
nate, have been recalled to Germany for conferences at Hitler's
headquarters. Harster probably has some knowledge of nolff's
activities.
/Bt the time of the first approach from Standarten-
fuehrer Dollman, Wolff's associate, Harster tele-
graphed Kaltenbrunner that an attempt to contact the
Allies in Switzerland was probable. Harster later
explained to Wolff that he had done this to cover
Dollman's movements. Though Wolff has described
Harster ass dependable, confirmatory evidence is
lacking./
The 0SS representative commente that it is becoming
incressingly apparent that Hitler intends to use the bulk of

the German forces in Italy for the defense of the German "re-

B i

¥William J. Donovan
Director

doubt".

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
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/OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES | m
WASHINGTON, D. C.

30 March 1945

. Miss Grace Tully
The White House
Washington 25, D. C.
Dear Grace:
I believe the President will be interested in
the attached report. Will you kindly see that it
reaches his desk.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

ok

William J. Donovan
Director
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URIORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I believe you will be interested in the following report on
the discovery of a German observation post located in Ceuta,
opanish lbbroceco on 20 Februery. It is an exanple of one way in
which 0S5 cooperation with State Department officials in the field
brings about concrete results. After the observation post had been
located by 0SS it wes entered and searched by the Naval Attache in
Tengier end the Spanish authorities, The post (which overlookad
the LStraits of Gibraler) was not only elimind ed, but the Consul
General was enabled to make a most specific and effective protest
to the Spanish authorities egainst activities of German agents
in this area,

oince 1943 the American Consul (ensral at Tengier had repeatedly
pointed out to Ceneral Orgaz, until recently High Commissioner of
Spenish liorocco, that contects existed between Cerman and opanish
intellience oificers ayﬁ that the Germens were engsged in clandes-
tine activities in Spenish lloraccan territory. Gemeral Urgzez had
consistently either denied the charges or in effect ignored them.

fecently the U.5. Navy liorocecan Sea Frontier Command noted

that the considerable illied shipping losses suffered in the Straits

of Gibraltar in the last months wers such as to indicate thet
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German authorities wers still receiving prompt data on convoy
movenents from elandestine ovservers in Tengier or Spanish
<oroceo. It even seemed possible thet there was contact between
Gernen submarine and stations on shore.

US> intelligence sources hed reported several active
German observation nosts strategically located with a view over
the Straits and equipped with radio or other communicetion
facilities. General Orgaz, however, again flatly denied charges
of German activity. Finally he gave the American Neval Atteche
speciel authorization to accompany a major of the Spanish irmy
General Staff on a tour to examine at first hand the coastline
elong the Straits,

On 20 February, therafore, the smerican liavel usttache and an
interpreter led the Spanish mujur'tc the house of one Kurt leyer
at 16 Calle Tenisnte Pacheco in Ceuta, An elderly lady answered
the door md refused the officers admission without & search war-
rant. Luring the half hour it took the Nevel /ttache and the ma jor
to obtain the warrant the interpreter, who remained to cuard the
nouse, saw & uman 30 yeers old dressed in a gabardine trench coet and
"decidedly iryan" in appearance meke & hasty exit by the back door.

when the house was searched, a svecial observation booth

wes found on the belcony of the top floor apartment with a

cloar view over the Streits. In the apartment there was
smerican made radio trensmitter-receiver, as well sas ¢ivhe
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equipment, coded messages, binoculars, pictures and charts.
The originals or photostat copies of the code and cipher
materiel have been requested for forwarding to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.

This incident provided concrete proof of continuing
German activity in Spanish lioroeco. In view of the tight
Spanish controls, the discovery of the observation post
either indicates complicity on the part of Spanish officials
or et least discloses a remarkable complaisance amonr the
Ceute authorities concerned, The American Consul General
has made further representations to the Spanish authorities,
re-amphasizing the need for expelling known German agents

from Spanish lloroceo,

1 PR

William J. Donovan
Director



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D.C.

31 March 1945

liiss Grace Tully
The White House
Washington 25, D. C.
Dear (Grace:

I believe the President will be interested
in the attached report concerning two letters written
by the late Count Pel Teleki. Will you kindly see
that it reaches his desk.

Thank you. I

Sincerely,

et

William J, Donoven
Director
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The two letters presented below were written by the
late Count Pé]: Teleki: the first when he offered his resigna=-
tion as premier shortly before the second Vienna Award; the
second on the night he committed suicide (2/3 April 1941).
Wierofilmed copies were brought to Italy by members of the
Hungerien resistance movement in December 194. Both letters
confirm the theory that Telaki:s foreign poliey consisted in
exploiting the new situation created by Germany in southeastern
Europe for the recovery of some of Hungarsrfa lost territories,
without, however, conttacting any obligation of militery coop=
eration with the Reich.

The first letter indicates that in 1940 Teleki was de-
termined to avoid another German award such as thet made in
Vienna on 2 November 1938, because he was aware of the dangers
inherent in accepting new German favors. After the failure of
negotietions with Rumania over the fate of Trangylvenia, Teleki
would have preferred a military solution of the question. Then

he discovered that Berlin would not permit & wer between Hun-




gery and Rumenia, he attempted to resign. To justify his resig-
nation, approximately ten days before the second Vienna Awerd
(0 August 1940) he wrote the following memorandunm:

e and Indictment"

"We heve drifted into an impossible situation, or
rather I drew the country and nation into it.

"4 fevoreble agreement with the Rumeniens is im-
possible. An unfavorable one will lead to revolution.
Therefore & solution by arms is the only wey left. In
view of the extreme forward position of the trnops,l we
are on the brink of it and can herdly avoid it now.

"If the Germans should put pressure on us and inter-
vene, probably by force of arms, thatfs catastrophe. It
is true that Titler said: you can march tomorrow morning,
that's your business = but in that case I will meke known
my complete indifference; in no event will T go to your
help, - then: do not demobilize, = then again: the Ru-

manians mist reach an agreement with vou, the road from

Bucharest leads throuzh Budapest.

1. Both states had mobilized troops on their common frontier

in order to strengthen their positions during the negotiations.
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"I interpreted this in & favorable sense, relieved
of the nightmare of being econfronted with an ardar.z

"That is why I greeted with joy Hitlerfs statement
that he would write a strong letter to the Rumanien king
and compel him to nerotimte. This was a fatal mistake on
my part. I saw only thet he would bring preasure to bear
on the Rumanians, but not what a difficult situation we
would necessarily be forced into by the fact that we were
told (at the seme time) that we could not resort to arms,
at least for the present.

"True, I told Hitler that if one sits down to nego-
tiate, one can only do so conseious that possibly one
mst resort to the Ultima Ratio. To negotiate for weeks
and then to separate saying, 'I beg your pardon, wafve made
a misteke,' is quite impossible. The tacit admissiun.ef
this by Jitler would euthorize anyone to resort to Ultime
Retio after negotiations failed, provided one dealt with a

normel person. Mot so with & dictator. And I should have

known it.

2. In other words, Teleki thought that a second German award

could be avoided. DECLASSITED
Py . T




"Under the cirﬂ\m to have been

warned more clearly and seriously that by foreing the
Rumaniens to negotiate he was provoking the possibility,
even the probability, of an ermed clash. I should have
persuaded him not to take this step, either in our case,
nor in the case of the Bulgarians. Because it would have
been impossible for the Bulgarians to negotiate and then
get something while we had afterwerds to wait in uncer-
teinty. IHe should have been persuaded to postpone his
intervention until after & decision in the English af-
fair.

"I failed to do so and this was a fatal nistake, a
want of foresight and, in view of the gravity of the con-
sequences which have culminated in the present situation,
a erime against the nation.

"Because of this mistake, I must leave in order to
atone for my crime. That concerns my own person. As fer
as the whole effair is concerned, a sincere exvosition of
the above might clarify and ease the situation.™
Thus Teleki regarded himself as responsible for the settlement

of the Trensylvenian erisis by a second award, with all its implica=-
Vions of Ifungarian oblization to Germany. As he saw it, his error

hed consisted of permitting Hitler to force negotiations on Rumania

(PO, 17D
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without at the same time securing for Hungary the right to resort
to foree should negotiations fail.

When in the spring of 1941l the Germans brought pressure for
Hungarien help in an attack on Tugoslavia, Teleki'_a position became
impossible. On 27 or 28 March, and again on 1 April, Hitler sent
Sztojay to persuade the Count. About the geme time the Prime Minis-
ter discovered that his Chief of Steff, Henrik Werth, had, behind
his back, reached an understending with the Germans, and that prepa-
rations for the attack were already under WEY .

These events brought to a climax & double erisis in 'I‘alekifs
life. On the one hand he realized that his foreign policy was a
complete failure - Hungary was hopelessly involved in the German wap -
and he felt that his own mistakes wepe partly responsible for this
catastrophe. On the other hand, Teleki belisved that his honor was
involved: he felt that he had personally given his word to the Tugo-
slavs that Hungary would not attack them.

3
Che Letter to Baron Apor

"Dear Géabor, This Yugo affair drew us into the most

3. This letter, written the night the Prime Minister committed
suicide, was addressed to Baron Gabor Apor, Hungarien linister
to the Holy See and one of Telekifs closest friends,

P



terrible aitu&tion.ﬂ @ aen! & message through that lazi

Szt&ﬁ& to the K.5 agking whether we wanted to realize our
southern claims now, plus the sea, plus whatever else we
wanted! The K. beceme very enthusiastic at once and, re-
grettably, not less but more so after he had slept on it.
He wanted to write that he was bﬂgy and soul with them
and would go along. It cost Bap. and me immense efforts
to delete the dengerous passagzes from his letter and to
leave doors open. Finelly efter two days the situation
improved somewhat because he came to realize that we would
lose our honor before the world if we attacked the Y-s

{thnsl&vs}. As matters stand now, we are mobilizing some-

4. Hitler

5. Kormanyzo: Regent

6. Laszlo Bardossy, then linister of Foreisn Affairs.
His aetivities during this erisis, as presented in this
letter, contrast sharply with the strongly pro-Nazi po-
sition he later adopted. Indeed, he has been accused of

being a partner to Werth's schemes.
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thing. The military wen te a.c. !s. plus 2 mot. brig.,

plus 2 cavalry hi*ig. Perhaps I'll succeed in bargei ning
it down to 34 a.c.-s ? ¢ I = But my struggle is diffi-
cult. Ber. is helping very well. I demended & Ggown
Council yesterdey. Hdmen, Reményi, Werth, Bartha were
the only go-getters there. The following decisions eould
be reached:

1. We won't budge until the Germans reach
beyond Zagreb when the Croatians will probably switeh over.

2. We would not march ferther than the
former frontier end would guard that between two German
armies. That is to say, up to the Dambe and Drava. Ve

will not enter Croatian territory at all.

T. Army Corps.

8. Balint Homen was Minister of Education. Extremely
pro-Germen, he belonged to the right wing of the MEP.
Lajos Remenyi-Schneller was llinister of Finance. A Swa-
bien, he has been one of the Nazi's chief collaborators.
Col. Gen. Henrik Werth was Chief of Staff, Albert Bartha

linister of Defense.
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3. We will concentrate smaller forces only,
lest the Germans get an appetite and take them to the
Balkans.

4. The Reg. will retain supreme command in
order to avoid subordination. :

The situation is very difficulf because, if we resist, they
will roll over us first and worst - if we do not enter Bac-
ska, the Germans will meke themselves at home there and,
should they not be beaten back, they will set up a German
state from the Bdeska-Béndt-Funyadvér - the Saxon country -
and perhaps Baranya-Tolna. lood is beginning to turn
strongly pro-Tugo here. Had the Yugos done it without a
sommersault - after signing & treaty - as they did, one
could have even resisted. Eu? my situation is extremely
difficult - because K., the army, helf of the zovernment ,
and the parliamentary majority are against me in that case.
I enm trying to find a way out and to seve fece. I wanted
to brief you openly and clearly. Inform His Holiness

of everything if you have an opportunity - an% others

according to your own judgment. I am sending

D

"
William J. Donovan

DECT.AS SIFTED Director

9. The letter abruptly ends here. m
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