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O,FICE 0, STRATEGIC SE .. VICE8 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

Miss Grace Tully 
The Whit e House 

Dear Miss Tul ly: 

16 March 194.5 A ESTA IGTEB 

We enclose herewith a copy of the 

latest radiotelephone message from the OSS repre­
sentative in Bern, for the attention of the Pres­

ident. 

Enclosure. 

For the Director, OSS 

~ ~:>-11 < c Oiilitragruder, Brig. Gen. 
Deputy Director, OSS 
Intelligence Service 

D~CLASSifTr" 

By Au"l CIA 

NOV Z u ..:;rJ 

·. 
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/ OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVIC ES 

WASHINGT O N, D . C. 

16 March 1945 .. RESTRl6TEB 
~~ 

MEMORANDUM roR THE PRESIDOO': 

Encl osed herewith for your information is 

copy of the latest radiotelephone message from the 

OSS representative in Bern, suggesting that the Al­

lies be prepared for a final German peace offensive, 

if Hilllller can persuade Hitler to let him put it on. 

lliclosure. 

For the Director, OSS 

___!ci4 ~ .. J ..... 

~hn Magru~ig. Gen. 
Deputy Director, OSS 
Intelligence Service 

DltCLASR!~!Fn 

87 Autbot •y C. / J1 
_ _ ...._o ..,,o 7-llV.. __ 
B7_5.R, 

NtW z 6 IS7J 

·' 
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OP'FICE OP' STRATEGIC SERVICES 

' WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Mies Tully: 

16 March 1945 

' 
l e believe the President will be in-

terested in the enclosed memorandum, containing in­

telligence forwarded by the OSS representative in 

Kandy. 

Enclosure. 

For the Director, OSS 

r 

~~·~·., / 

Ohll»agruder, 'Brig. Gen. 
Deputy Director, OSS 
Intelligence Service 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 



/ OFFICE 01" STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

lh March 1945 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRF.SI DENT: 

DICLASSIFIID 
87 Autbor !t7 or 

ff!iJ..(? -z... <:,.... 

/. 

The following information has been transmitted by the 
OSS representative in Kandy: 

Information obtained froo highest sources after a se­

cret meeting of the Thai Cabinet indicates that, should the 

Japanese present Thailand with demands similar to those made 

on Indo-China, the Thai will resist with force. An incident 

touching off the situat ion is expected momentarily, but the 

Thai Government believes t he Japanese will postpone a showdo'll!l 

until the last possible moment in order to r etain the present 

semblance of Thai-Japanese friendship , which at least gives 

the Japanese access to transportation and other facilities in 

Thai land. The present head of the Government is assured of 

support in the threatened crisis. 

Thai officials believe that , unless prompt Allied aid 

is secured, Thai forces will not be able to resist the Japanese 

for more than a month. They ask for air-dropped anti-tank guns 

and will arrange delivery areas. They believe there are three 

possibilities for Thai action in t he face of the expected Japan-
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ese pressure: (1) The Thai could combat Japanese assaults at 

every point and resist to the ut~at ; (2) even before the show­

down, if significant Japanese moves and .preliminaries to assump­

tion of control or attack are not iced, t he Thai could put into 

effect surprise attack plans formulated to secure ever~ possible 

advantage ; (J) they could follow a course of waiting for Ameri­

can or Allied aid before beginning to fight . 

For the Director, OSS 

~ ~ ... , .. ,. ' ohn 1J8iruder , ~i.g. Gen. 
Deputy Director, OSS 
Intelligence Service 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
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OFl'"ICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Miss Grace Tul ly 
The l'lhi t e House 

Dear Miss Tully: 

16 March 1945 

Attached for the informetion of the 
President is a memorandum cont aining intelligence 
transmitted by the OSS representat ive in Bern. 

Encl osure. 

For the Director, OSS 

~ ~tr·'. , ...e._/ Ofulii!lgruder,rig. Gen. 
Deputy Director, OSS 
Intelligence Service 

REGRADED 'lJNCV.:...! SSIFIED 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES ~~ 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

16 March 1945 
P•CLASStPIED 
87 Autbor1t7 or (!.I A. 

007t.. 2.-Z... 
lmlORANOOl.I FOR THE PRESIDE!n' : 

81 J}fjt Date AUN 111973 
The following information, transmitted by lhe OSS rep­

resentat ive in Bern, rel ates to the efforts of Carl Burckhardt, 
retiring president of the International Red Cross and . Swiss Min­
ister-designate to France, to improve the plight of civi lian in­
ternees and possibly of prisoners of war, as suggested sketchily 
in recent press items and reported on in greater detail in recent 
War Refugee Boa.rd reports. The OSS representative understands 
that the plans, under way for so~e little time, for Burckhardt 
to di scuss with Himmler internee and possi bly prisoner-of-war 
questicms, may very shortly result in a meetine between the two 
men in the vicinity of Fel dkirch, on the northeastern Swiss fron­
tier with Germany. The OSS representative com:nents that Himmler 
may seek to use this occasion for peace feelers. 

The representative has learned th~t .Fusto Pancini, an 
old friend of Uussolini, recentl,y has arrived in Switzerland 
with letters from Mussol ini to his daughter, Edda Ciano, and to 
the Papal Nuncio. Pancini indicated to Edda that HilD.'!ller voishes 
the Nuncio to advise the Vatican that Germany desires peace and 
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is disposed to facilitate the entrance of Anglo-American but 

not Soviet troops. Pancini declared that Mussolini, when he 

l earned of Himmler 's plans, remarked: "The fools , they should 

have done t his three years ago. • 

,tfhe OSS representative reported on 12 March that 

t he Nazis, having learned that Mussolini was preparing to flee 

to Spain and had obtained Spanish consent to enter the country, 

had placed t he former Italian dictator under guard.:7 

The OSS· representative has also learned that Burck­

hardt was personally asked by General de Gaull e to meet with 

Him.~ler in order t o discuss the protection of French prison-

ers of war. 

The representative states t hat while he has no def­

i nite proof, he believes that Kaltenbrunner 's t elegr am to 

Obergruppenfllehrer and General der Waffen SS Karl l'lolff , the 

Higher SS and Police leader in Italy, advising the latt er not 

to establish contact with the Allies in Switzerland, was 

pro11pted by the prospect of a meeti.ng between Burckhardt and 

Himmler. 

fOur memorandum of 13 March reported t hat 1/olff, 

folloHing his return to Italy from a meeting with the OSS 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED .... 
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representative in Switzerland, received a telegram from Kal­
t enbrunner advising him t o avoid establishing contact with 

the Allies in Switzerland since such action would perhaps 

catastrophically disturb I altenbrunner ' s plans_,7 

For the Director, OSS 

~ ~t,,,0, ,e . . 
John Magruder, r ig. Gen. 

Deputy Director , OSS 
Intelligence Service 

, 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White Bouse 

Dear Grace: 

17 March 1945 

' .... 

I beli eve the President will be in-

terested in the enclosed report of our Foreign Na­

tionalities Branch, dealing with reflections in the 

Unit ed States of Tito's policy t oward Yugoslav po­

litical parties. Will you kindly see that it reaches 

his desk? Thank you. 

Enclosure. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 

DZC~ 

By A• 

_ _ ....,00_/ 1,,.;. 

ay~j2. NOV ~ 6 1973 
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OFFIC E OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTO N, D. C. 

17 March 1945 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Enclosed herewith for your information is 

copy of a report of our Foreign Nationalities Branch, 

which I think you will find interesting. This report 

sets forth certain reflections in the United states 

of Marshal Tito's policy toward political parties in 

Yugoslavia. 

Enclosu.re. 

• 

~;ya. ....... -

William J. Donovan 
Director 

DECLASS!F!l':D 
By /,11 CJA_ 

Co 7 " ;l ::l. 
3'--S~R ftQll " ,. • -· 
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FORE IG N NATI ON All TY S TATES 

MEMOR AHOU M TO THE DI RECTOR OF STRA TEG I C SERV ICES 
FROM n1e FOR EIG N HA.T IO HA L I T l ES BRA NCH 

Numb• r 8 -·.!>3 2 I 6 Ma re h 194 5 

REFLEC TIONS IN THE UNI TED STATES OF TI TO ' S 

POLI CY TOWARD POLI Tl CAL PART! ES 

Recent •nd t ca t i oris fror.1 left fst Yugosl av- An-4'f l c.an 

leade rs and Jn t he left ist press p ,.ov l do a possl ble 

clue to T fto · s fot ent fons wJth re9t-1rd t o tho treat ­

men·t ot poli t l cl'I p3rtles ln 'Yugos l avi a . Evldent r1 

anx: lous to 21vo l d cha rge .. ; o f author itttri an l stn but at 

the same t i me unw tll ing t o countenance ovtr lg ht 

oppos tt l on. Ti to may be mov tog t oward a "fr ,,nt f>ofJu -

loire .. 11 I t nppears thet Commvn l st ot t ec kfi en Me chek 's 

Croat i an Peasant Party n re be rng fo l towed by th& 

c reat i on o f a pro-P~rt. ;san "Croat i an Anti -Fesc fst 

Peasant Party .. ". 

SOME months ago Tito declared t ha t in Yugoslavia the time had no t arr iv~d 

for d iv is ion into poli t ica l parties Except for t he Comrun ists, th is has 

no t been an adequa te answer lo Yugoslav- Americans, part icu l arly to Ti t o 's 

opponents. who have argued tha t the aim a nd policy of the Partisan regime 

was to do away wi t h pol it ic.. ! oppos i tion An t i- Tito Serb- Ameri cans have 

charged that no Serbian party is rep resented 1n t he Liberat ion Movement , 

Conse rvat ive Slovene-Americans have l ooked in vai n for adequat e Slovenian 

representat ion. Croat1an-AITT'.!rt cans , while supporti ng Tito for the most 

part , have been disturbed by !'artisan attac ks upon Dr. Vlad imi r Machek, 

veteran leader o f the Croa t ia.n Peasant Party , and upon some of h is s ubo r­

d inates 
Dt CLASSIPrtD 

pout By Au tho··; t y or_CJ.JL 

00/(p'J~ 

~~- .J NOY 2 6 1973 
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•UMBER t·)}? • 2 1 6 MARCH 19• 5 

J udging by recent remarks on t he part of his Yugoslav-American supporters, 

Tito seems anxious to avoid being labele<! an authori :arian. Yet for t he 

present at least, he would l1ke t o dispense with poJltica l opposition. To 

achieve t hese seemingly contrad ic1ory ends, he appears to be employing a dual 

technique . (1) cre21ting 'dissident" parties where necessary to t hwar t the r ise 

of potential opposit ion, and (2 ) including wi thin the Liberation Front a l 1 

partles wll1 Ing to participate In t he st ruggle for its orajor objectives. 

Yugos!av- Americans, in seeking to establish Toto ' s intentions with regard 

to pol i tical parties, have primarily focused their attention upon t he fate of 

the Croatian Peasant Party ,. In pre-war Yugoslav ia the Peasant Party was large, 

wel 1-establ ished, and preponderan t l y democrat k and l 1beral in outlook. Re­

cently i t has been under l1'0~ or less constant att ack from Comnunis l leade rs, 

both on this coun try and abrOdd . • 

Fr0!1' recent C()f1111eo t among leftist Yugoslav-Americans, 
Cre;at ton of 
•otss tdent •. Pnrttes 

it appears t hat a pro-Part i san Croa t ian peasant party 

may be in process o f creation. Th is was borne out by 

the rel ease here 13 rebruary of ~n appeal sponS-Ored by the Comn1 ttee fo r the 

Reli ef of the Hunger-Stricken peoples of Dalma t ia . Lika , and the Croat ian 

Littoral (reprinted by t he leftist-sponsored War Relief Fund of Americans of 

South-Slavic Descent) . which was signed by the vice president of the Na t ional 

Liberation Comnittee of Yugoslavia , Franjo Gazi , ""10 also used the t i t le "presi­

den t of the execut lve comni ttee of the Croat ian Anti -Fascist Peasant Party . • 

''Soe Cf'0:5.$C.UrY'lJflts Frot1the Home l and Agi tate Yugoslav-America Cotm'lunlty,. 11 

FH Number 232 of I !) Februfl ry J94!>, a fso "Oppos ition to T fto Actua l and 
Potent i eT"· FH Humber 2 12 ot 2 t September 1944 

OFFICE or STR ATEGIC SC~VfCC$ FOICtG • IAT t O•A l1Tt[S 81A•CH 
~~~~~·~~~~~ 

-
DECLASSIFIED 
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lt UM!tR 1-3,2 - ; - 1 6 MA RCH lt4S 

That Tito ' s weapon 1n nC<1tral 1zin9 any ullill'Jte Pe3sant Party oppos i tion 

may be an Anti -Fascist Peasant Pa•·ty was imp! 1citly confi med in recen t con­

ve rsations t his Branc.h had wi t h Surge Prica . a5si s tant ed i t o r of the Conrnvni st-

1 ioe. S~oba<tntt Rec of Pi ttsburgh , und Ant hony Mi ne ri ch, edi tor of Slobodno RtJC 's 

Cro;Ja t ian counterpart , NnrOdnt Cla.~n tk . It was Pr ica s be lief t hat the Croat ian 

Anti - Fasc i st Peasan t Party was th~ fore runner of a new peasant party , whose 

titular head would be Ivan Subasich Minuich suggested t hat the Croat ian 

Peasant Party had been unde rgo i ng revi sion under the joint gu idance of' Subasich 

and Gari, and t hat i t was no·N emerg •ng under a s lightly revi sed name with the 

~'achek influence v• rtually ellm· n:•t ed . 

Serbian A~ror!an 
Left Porty 
Jotns 7'! to 

t he pre-war Agrarian 

Apparently anx ious to avo id any impressions of the ex is­

tence of a one-pa r ty sys t e". t he Pa rtisans may have en­

co" raged pord ll el developments wh ich a ppear to be in t he 

mak ing in Se rb ia . S!obod11n Rec repor ted 6 Ma rch that 

Left Party, under the leadersh i p of Oragoljub Yovanov ich, 

had toined t he li beration Movement unde r a new name - National (Peoples) 

Peasant Party . The announcemen t ind icated that 

Front •as a pa r ty and as a people·s movement . • 

~rsan , Rodn l Nor od {Work ing People). acco rdi ng 

the pa rty joined the Li berat ion 

It wi 11 soon publish a party 

to the announcemen t 1 n t he Rec 

The e lCtent t o wh ich t he Agra rian Left Party µa rt icipat.cd in t he ~t ruggle 

wi t hin Yugos lav ia . the announcement po in ted ou t , was attes ted by the fac t t ha t 

of f ifteen membe rs of the execu tive c01Tm1ttee on ly fi ve were a li ve and free. and 

of seventy- four members of t he na t iona l conm i tte<: "thi r ty d ied in the f i ght aga inst 

O;aza 's /]ii hailov ic'l/ crimi n~ l s . " The announcement admitted tha t. one party 1nerrber 

OFF ICE OF $Tt A1(G 1C StRY ICCS 

-
DECLASS:::FIED 

.. 
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hat1 served t he Serbian qu isl fng , riro1ch. but •out of fear and confus ion , and 

he c01m1itted su ic ide . • 

Pr ica suggested that t here m•ght be a revival of certain Serbian political 

part ies. includ i,ng, the Repub l icao Party o f Jasha Prodanov1ch, Min ister for 

Serb ia on the new Yugoslav Goverment . But 1hef saw I itt le hope for rev iva l 

Qf t hose Se rbi an parties wh ich "had a l iQned themsel ves closely wi th the monarchy.­

and hence were "cmpregnated with Serbian nat ional ism •, 

1ftp Represento t!ue 
Sees Popu!or front 
In Llbemt ton lloue,...nt 

Ari off icial 1nt 1mation of present Part i san policy 

toward pol i tical pa rties"8S fQJl"d in a p·ress re lease 

issued on 23 F"eb r\Jar')' by the United Co<m11 ttee of' 

South- Slav ic Ame r icans. wh ich Quoted remarks made i n 

a recent in terv iew by Colonel Vlad1m1r Velebi t . personal representative of Ma rshal 

Tito i n London. Veleb1t s t aled t ha t "whatever was sol id and good in the old 

pcli t ical parties has long ago joi ned the tlational Li berat ion st"'ggle. "· Look i ng 

" t o the future , Vel~b it said : llemocrat •c elements of various poli t ical shades have 

today an ample pl atform to express thei r views a nd invest thei r energies wi thi n 

t he ranks of the Peopl e ' s Anti - Fascist Front ..tiich is t he best form of a real 

"front Populotre•· ever ach ieved! ' 

' . 

roac •c• I AT f OIA lf f ltS ••• • CH 



OP'FICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Mi ss Grace Tull y 
The White Rouse 
Washington , D. C. 

Dear Grace : 

17 March 1945 

: 

I shall appreciate i t i f you br ing to 

the at t ention of The President the attached memo-

randum, and document. 

Sincerel y yours , 

130-1 
William J . Donovan 

Director 

_ CIA 

(>b7~;)~ 

NOV .2 6 i971 --



Ol"l"ICE 01" STRATl:OIC RftVICES 
WMHINOTON, c. C:. 

17 Uarch 1945 

t'Ji.- - / 
ME!.IORA.~DUM FOR TBE PRESIDD!T 

The attached doc1aent is a translation o! 

a paper found in 14ihai An tonoscu ' s files in Bucharest ; 
Data concerning the Array and nr potential of the Soviet, 
from a German Source . 

Cl .. tAtt:• r-~ 
._, -.u. 

1 CJ..EJ 
- Oo.:z~ i2 ot 
llT~: NOV --

t'illiao J. Donovan 
Director 
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lat April, 19t l . 

J.M.ta concernins th'e Amy a?l;d nr potent1a.l gr the SgT1et, 
fro~ a Utr.a&n Souro1 . 

A. the uerg.a.n ~o"T.l&nd \mderesti r"Ats d th• atreas~h of the 
SoT'te t Arj'll• 

The reason• !'o r t h t1 und.er- oe til:l.&tion 11 t he to llowinga 
1 . The conclutiona d.rawa .bY the Oe~n lnt or:ati oa St:rT1ot 

f ollowing the Ru1•0-71n~1•h war , a war in Whioh the SoT1et ~ 
t hawed weakne1a ae regard• th• 1:1&1'\agemeut o~ ~?Wr&t1ona, 
1notruct1on . d11oipline , oor ale, ~~uipmant a nd aupplJ t t rTicea. 

th11 •~e ~110 e1tabli1hed by the SoT1o i Cor.:Can4, and 

in conteQuettce, :urahal Voro, ilo'T ••• tbplaced at th t Coina.nd. 
o! the AnJ:1 b:y u r 1ha1 1'1mot a:1~0. 

The l a tter , on t aking oTar the oor.naa4, t eok cea1urea 
t o repair the det1oienciea 41oco•er e4 in eT1t7 fi eld, an~ 

e epeciallJ in t b• e-.atte r or 41acipl1•• , equiJlllt!• t or t~• 
(rriy and the re~rooain.g o!, the moral e of the SoTJet ., ldi er . 

2.- All f~r•1£\'\ ail1tary attQch~• at •0100• u.~dereatil!".o&te4 

the poaa1b111t~ o! t.ny appreciab l e good r c aul t a in aucb. a 
ahort opa ce of tima or the mea1ure1 t •k•• by k• r • h.al ttmo,eftto , 
yhioh o ~inio~ -~ • contra41cta4 by tha reou\ta 1atablt1hed after 
the declara tion or ~-~ ~b• lnat t he U. R. s . s. 

b apecial l y . l y • wid.11vr oad • tu.I. l l1t.cn 1e pro:paganu. the 
Mlntality and ~ralo or t h• SoTiet •oldj.e r • •• 1ucce11full1 
chans ed, the latter l\aTiftlt rflltuaed to tight in the 11nn1ab war 
with oonviotion. 



, 

.·. 
2 

were lnteftt on the 4••truct1on of the l and or Oociallas , a ad 
the acoo:1tpll•hnent1 or t 11e latter in the donaine or lnduatry , 
&ftd agriculture , wa• • o powerf'ul t h.At e'Ye n eome ot thti former 
taar11t ort1oera, •ho ~ere emigrnnt1 in rorei&n countr1e a, 
enrolled 10 that they a13~t tii ht tn tbe r ank• of the So•iet 
A:r!\Y • 

Ale o , the perfecti ng in the 1natruction or t h e tr~opa , 
And & 8Uff101en t .QU1p~ftnt O f the l~t ter Wi th W&T l!l9.tOriale, 
together wt th a aatlaf&otory f\U\c ttonin,e in the au,~ly 1:--ete.m.· 

3. Anoth.e~ r eaaon why . thft true ttrenn th of t he So•iet 
~ and 1t•1 wa.r pote ntial could not be known, liea in the 
t ac t that by t he counter•intormat i Ta meaeuree t&lcett by the 
SoT1at orga.niaa ~t ona, a.sent• of the Oe~ Infon:Mltion SerT1Ce 
• ere Ul'\& ble to pen~ trate into Ute interior or the u. R. s.s . 

to gather 1nrornat1on, except for a d~eta.noe or rrom 10()...150 
kln rroM th• frontier. 

II 
i.n the whole or t.hi• zone exac t data of an in.Corm.a ti TO 

nature c ould be obta1ne4, but nothing could be Jmown of what 
waa happening in the interior ot the U. R.S . S, 

't'hanka to thit . the industrial poati 'b111 ti ea ot tho 
u . ~ .s. s. eoul4 not be de te r~iaed , ftll the oore becauee the 
maJor1ty of the capitali•t Statee were inclined to u.ndereati~ate 
the deTe lopment of SoTiet induat~y . conaido~ine 1 t to be only 
a creation ot SoYie\ prop&g&nd.a , and not re•lit7, 

L . .~ ~ ·~ Ae an exampl e or th1 • we mention the faot that before 
() " id t he b• S:irlfling or the war ag_a.lrtlt t he u .Jt. s , s. t he German Co-:nand. -» l"'" put the nu"!lber of ti5htJ.ng tanku a_t about l O. ooo . 

~ ~ ln r eality , ho•e•er , it "*• aeen t~t fro~ the b eg inning 
ot the •~r up to now, 26, 000 rts ht tna tanlca h•"'• be en da1troye4, 
&NI. the SoTi e t etill diapoaea at present ot about 80 tiR,h ting 

-. 
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Tealt brle&UI• 

&t 11 al•o ... , U.t thll lo•1•' ~••4 a1thod• to 41111•• 
ott1o1al' 1J1r..r 1 oa t.be oooae ioa ot Tar1ou pa.rad•• aad 
t 11t1Y1t111 or a aillW, aatu.re, ll&ktaa the 1aa1 W'lit• maroh 
,.., 11•1ral t i .. • o•er, aad Jc11ptna n .. tigbti"I ~•thode a 
01011 11or1t, d101pt1oft a n.d oon1ptraoy beiftS a 1p1oi al f eature 
,, th• ....... , • 

the .xt.eat Of pl'lp&J'&ti .. I Of the 80Y11t ~ be kaowa. ~ 

'JIO the M &l\U"'el t&kn 'by aareh.al Tlmot••lco, tollowt.,g the 

~ 
v r'( ot the M•1ur11 tak .. tollo• i •« the proara-e ot Vosne11au1 , 

"5 the .tT11id1nt or t.he uo~11ioa ot u.R.s .a. sta t e Pla.a , .. 4 • ~ ~J'r•o14o• tUor the u . R.8. 8 . Defonce ind~otr7 ot Vobru&r7 1941, 
pr111 n.t1d,.. •ad &J>J>l'0'1'1' by the •upreme le&derehip or tbe 

./ 
~ 

rhie progra.:mM contain• the following tou poi.J\te 1• 
1u.m-ar-1a1d torus 

II 
a ) War wt th the We~tera Ua p1tal1•1' ooW'ltriea 11 

iftlT i tal>le, u d tbu.a • ll oeae uree eb•\lld. 'oe ta.kn with • 
•1•• of preparing tor •&m•J 

b) BTery effor·t mu•t be • d• for the • t rn.gthen1:n.s ot the 
. • ""'71 

o ) The populatloa in the " •t•ra part ot t ba count ry 
1t'ho1e llftti men t • are not oef:t.a1a, • re to be truapla.n.ted to 
the ~•t, aa ••11 •• induetri&l ente rpri•••& 

d.J ~••ur•• tor the organ1zat19n !ftd dtyelopment ot 
1ndyatrx y d yrtcultvrt in the Saetern region • o( the u. R. 8 • .' · 

Al though until the begtnniag ot the preaent war the tiM waa 
t oo 1hor-t • &till the prog:r~ ot Vo1ne1enaki waa followa~ with 

_._, - --- ·-
- - - - - --
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&n inttntitx pnlx pg11ibl1 in Sbt u . K. s . s . 

A• 1uoh 1t gaxe l&tiataotory r•tUltt, a ll the ~ore 10 &! 

the t ollowinc two point• proxided tor in hit prograooe , wer • 
put ~at• toro e 'befort th17 wer e prool•i ... d. 

!h th1• connection tht tollo• ing are cited 1 

i. un til tht beginning or the war, •bou t . 6 million• or 
kolhomlci a n d worker• we·re e xa cU&ttd. t r o:tt the t 11t of' tht 
u •. R. s . a . to the .&a.et. thi• 11 the ex:planatioa w'h1 tbt 20 
D1•111cna in the region or Vl&dlxottook recruit 1nnuall1 200, 000 
r ecrul t 1, 1l&t1••• ot the "'t or the u.R.s .s. and. • 'no: ar·• 
aot a l lo .. d to return to thtir home1, 

II 
·rhe po;ulatioa in 

6°" • hll l t 1~ the we1t ena 

tbe 1xtr ... Orient hu iftcrea.aed b1 

r egiont it ha a f a llen b7 .,,:, 
'l'ht population. of' t b t town.a 1• the \lr'&l reclona b• • 

incr .. 114 froa 6. 00. 000 1nh&b1t&!lt• in 1913 to 3 million up to 
1937. 

i a c ent ral S1ber1•, 50 oore a•• toWft• ha•• epruna up, 
.. Ob with 1, 0 . 000 i~&bitaate . 

a . ia4u tr1 1• • • tl7 work• 4- by •l.otr1e1t,7 , to u. extea t 
llOl(, wbil o\ G1,,_.7 ii 01 17 70J "' d. h r;l••• s •. 

•h• erM\111 •f 1p 11h••r111 l a 9 1 ':'leet of t he u . R. s . s • 
.i: n n.d 9 1p~o 1al ly at ,Len 1ncrad. .l1oek ya . h1ey . RootoT. lltit"Js:QT . e t c , "" • »oubl • • ipduatr1e a were c r eated or tho•• 1" the weet 

t he u.R. s .s. in tht txtrt~• or1eftt . Thoae were onl• bu1ld1nsa 
e i !!\ila r to tbe taot or1•• in the '#e at , Without 1nata.lla.t 1ona, being ~ 8 ~ r eady to recoi T• aame i n. 
iaetall&t ioa a 12lOT•d troo 

the eTent of an &Taouat1on of thti 

tht Weit . 

60 ft lW rs.ill• were built •••t or the Ur•l • for ih1 noeda .. . 
et tht -population.•·• l \t.Pf' 1t\4u1tr7 . • • wall GI new oil induatrie1 . 
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.~e ~~e~t"ory a~d t ool i nduetr1 'r.ae de•elopct . 
SpeoiRl at t cnt1 on \'f(\O Ci'fe n to the 1.; aal induatry . 
All theee ~eaeuree contribut~d ~~c&tl' to the 1.,creaotnc 

of the doTiet war induetry Totentia l, ·c tti""C to ,..ATe A '"t'"l~ .,.l!' 
protluction. or r 

- 900 ~1 "htini; tank• 
• r • - ~00 field c;une 

194:? - 200 gu:ne or "t.f'diu~ caliber _, .. "" - 100 he&Ty e-un • 

'b i'ro·i t\ t!lcarc 1 ty of" coal. tht' nbo•t! .,rndUctlon see":!& to ~~1 h&TO f'!lll!:n B.wtlY • Thie \f&IS d.18COTCred On tho OCC~l'Jion of t 'lO 
arr 1.a1 at ~urn.a.net or • coal trr..,eport , ..,..Jc~ caused £C~er3l 
ao.ttafo.otion. i''tib tr<J.r.o,o.rt arrived fl'o:ot i\tit.erica. 

I 3. A~rioultvro 'Jl'll.I ~reatly deTeloped by tho introduction of 
ch•~1c ~ 11 . both in the onrtc~ln~ or the·a~il ~,d 1~ t~e ~~~ct"V:nt 
ot •ar1oua plAnt~ 1n order to ad.a.pt the~ to ':J"OW 1~ t~e ~oc1ons 
Cc.""\8Lde r ·ed "" .,.e1ng unout table . 

,., t'11a connection eepeci~l atten tion na c tve., t' c)rn 
~d cotton . 

-fforta were ~de for the 1"\Cre&ae or af:TiCultur&l • urtaco 
in the 4 o.et ot the u.R. s. s. , and for the Co'i.b&tine or drou:h t 
by canal• , 1rrle:at1on oto . ) . 

' Al eo •~ l"\duat r1a1 cc~tree, ~ere au,pl ied ,I t~ a,r-rtc ul tural 
)'roducte . 

,., conclusion . "t>od """'' :ta•vred ~o t"t !'or the ponulat1on a nd 
t ho Ar:iy . e:o that this year tho conti11u1ti.on or thn d x(•ill 'ol e 
i~r~yonce t by a l ack in the rood aupplv . 

~ . At tb1 becin., in~ o! the ca.np:tien , 1"\fo?""'.'.at1on pol~ ted to 
tho eX1a tonce ot 150 ~iviaio~• oo t he .cat~rn front o! t~e u. R.s. s . 
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'Which. in.rornatiori c orrtaponded to realt ty. 

in the cour3= ?~ t '1o -..r, it hca oeon pro•ed that the So• iet 

... 0 'n!l..Pl c1 "''' ••a.Jc. 
tt o hir;h c:onc"Jpt i ona, i,o a trat~r.io ooer.nt.ione of :-re4t" va.iue . 

Onl y J.'1"10,0nko, tried a. "'?3"'lOOU•ro in the roaion Of U--VLn-~OT 

wt th t"u'eo ar:1.lee , ""lhicb l'loweTer , ca•c no result• bec:..uso ot t ne 
iaok or co. ordination 1n the opor{\ tiona. 

Ao rocarde the So• iot Army, the Oon:ian Co na.nd ~~a ~urprieed 
by the app&ri tion of" • 

ttc~ti ~ t~Pl~I of 52 ton• 

t he rocket C'W\ 
fi··nting 

- n3 well ~• the_ton&eity 
who, 

or t'1o :red eoldien, ••~n Who~ 

encircle4, ro1ieted ~1thout eupplioe , eatin5 e•en their dead 
co:nradee , 'beine a.t .. l.:ia t c;ip&l:-le or attooki:t& and. e,.-sding 

oncirclomo rlt. 

? 

Aleo the uorcan Co'T.l:lnd wae aurprioed O"'l tho 4th Uecocbor 1941, 
by thp1lp pr~rance O"'l the rront in the region of • OIC6va, of the 
rollo;•ing new t.;o,bat U'ni t a 1 

- BO Inf ntry Diviaion• 

- 80 1nrantr7 ~rt~dea 

- 10 fi thtlng tank• .uri6Qdea 

- 2 5 ~aTAlry Div1a1ona. 

Al l t he ee co,,bO. t U'r\ i ts t\ fl:'l:Hlred on t he rron t :\ t tho t 11"1• 

the Ucrri.an1 were at the holgh t of their orr enolT• for the 

(All Of MOIC OW• 

l'a ia o.ct. i t\n wn;1 \1'1Ua!'~a.ken owinr to t ho rnot t~t t h a 9oY1ot 

troops 1., tho t tre t lino were oo.,ploti:ly exno.uo tod , l\"ld t'i.o 
• tr~op• co~~lr tad ~1th 01T1l1~no ~n4 c~ 1 ld.r~n . 

vwin,g to the off Ot'Olve a.ot.lonl una.~ rtnken b)• the :tuofl. inl'\e 

without o.ny opor!l.t1Yo tdea a nd orror t , a nd t '1.o~· bainr rc1· ... rdloae. 

-



. . 

,, 

s.._,· 
'/ 

or t ho ~\&QQn elo~en t, SoY1 ot u"ita had nea•y lou1ee 1~ ten 
a.nd a.roa~tnt 41.1rin• ' the co1.1r1,, or tnc ''ti nter oattl oa . 

D. - At the pre•ent no~nt tbgre la a tecide4 l 4Ck n~ 

port4t1•e •tm• · automatic arro.a~cnt . a nd artillery naterinle . 
3 h 1oh tact haa c "tu:)ed ~one .l.li•ioion• to bo_left <r1th fro., 4- 9 
.oatter1ee . 

1nt4ntry Ynits Qp~ett.r to bo well equipped with hAnd 
gren~d•• , !ll}ch !\!!!• pro• •d to bt 4 rood ~ednon • 

Tb& present power of the t$ovtat Army 11.-e i n the• f i cht )He; 
t~n1 unite eauinptd r.ith type c .L.t .~ 

r ho armour of thi o tieh tinB tank r ei st e the ordinary 
proJectile of th~ a nti- tank 

!t 11 irnportan~ to note th!lt the So•iot rt: httns tank 
brtsa.ctea do not co.rry out manoeu•ro•. ·.tnilat tho fiz l'rt int: t:utlc• 
h~•• no radio apparatus. 

ucno1·011y, thel· aro e t von a eector a,nd a directi on which 
they follow wit~out ex;>loittns locsl ~oaalbil1tlea . 

! n the courno of the war, the followiilg So•let force• taken part 
!i&T 9 WJ:ji:md l 

- 425 Infantry D1viai on1 

- 100 l ntontry D1Ti3ion•*I 
- 7$ 1,;a'Ttl lry D1v1.e.1one ; 

- 6Q Uotorized Ui•i1ion1 ; 

80 =••han1 .. e d .. ,1a ade1 (C. L. ) 

At proe~nt tho tot~l rorcaa mt the front nu::ibcr 1 
a) On the ~~rr"An-KoU!"ftti!n f r ont; 

- 2~0 i nfantry Divloiono 

- 7~ 1nr~ntry Dri~doe; 

- ;)!) uech:t.ni zed Dric~de•i (C. r... ) 

- 0~ ..!avalry Divioioa r ':'111.jorit.J' Vith o\&t hor1e1 , a.a 
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theee eer?ed for food tor the troop• durin.s thia winter) . 

b) On the li'1nnieh rront 

- 2~ !nrantrY ~1•1•1ona 
- 10 t nrGntry lir i gadoa 

c) I•\ the Caucaeua 

- 18 infantry Divia1one 

8 ~&T&.lry U1•1 •ion• 

- 2 •• ochani eod .oripdt~• (..: . L;) 

d) ln the oxtr cryg Ori ent 

- 20 Intantry D1Ti1iona 

- 5 .,ech.aniZed .orig•dee (c . L. ) 

Aa re~a.rda 'the So•iet \!o::.bat unite at tM front , it 1 1 t o 
be notod th.at their a tren,::-th to • c ry T&riod atf'd wtde.r tho no~l ( 
between ~. 000 - 15. 000 r.rwtn) . 

,£ , Poeaibilt tiea tor Co8J?let1on Of the proetr)t A.t'jlY strenrrth 
and the creation ot ~o:1bat \bite in the So•tot art senor•l ly 
~nknown , me there t a no pr1cia1 baa11 ! or auoh a calcul&tloa, 
aa there i a no lc'lowledge aa r eenrde tk• 1 

- tho auober o~ o en able to ~• nob111ze4 
- the otronr.th of thoao abaorbod in induott- iee a e '·'l'Oll a a 
- tbo etrcn~th o: the conr.tleacent wounded. 
1.ct1.1;.i.l\y uhtlt 1e kr\o\."11 ic .!. 
rhe ex.iat·e.,cc 1 .1 th li rt .. '!1 t1~ • untte or eleir.ent• 

'bot•,ireeJ\ tho C1t;ee of 17 and 4~ yon r e 1 
,cc4re1ty 

A cre•tll•ck -~ r e -:u-da officers 
A c 1411 nu1bo r or r ooarvo un ite . 

all the 1~for-"12t1on ob tulncd u~ to ~ow con:t~e t~t t~e 
Jo,·io t.u \!o -ct dior'loc or iorc t i:c.n ~o- t:o IJ1vlcinna , "t t~c 
b~c or the f T'ont, 'h:ull y i·u·truetcd -. .,d tor;od, 1.,1\lrfJci ·-ntly 
a r mod \fit : .. .. t ll lury , r'l!"t:-i.t.ivc 1 r ·1·1.1ic"t .~nd flut \'l··atlc ar -:a~nt , 

\ 
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Ae rc ... ardo tht iovin · a '" 1':. pr th"' 1io•iet Arm.y r eeerY• _. 

it 11 llJ 1d that atter nrJou1 known claia t ileoo conei st.. or at t':lJ 

- < O Li•.isione, ?'rob- bl~· u-, ... : r t'te co nand o~ Voror1loT, 

in t~& RostoT-J tu l ino are3 • And 

- 20 Div .. t:icn•, ~ l'Obably Ul\dcr t he c o....slJ\C o r .!uu.eo .ai , 
1~1 tba Jiloacow Sector. 

Those troop• a re beJn~ h~td i n t~aerve for an o~ro~sive 

u ., 1ch the ~oTitt ..:o ~d. OUl""ects ·.:!11 tt..ke p taco i!l t~e ::iouthern 

Se g ioning tti th tho 10th April of the curre nt year , 

a ct~te of 3 l a.rm• ie provided for :or the Rua~i~~ troop• • bJ 
nn o r der tron ~£a11n . 

lfo llowin" t?tio aitu:Ltion, th.a t:oopa rro .. t t.,I! ... :aet Vol SA z • 
r egion are to approac r. ncArer tho ttoeto•-atalJno 1ector , whi lst 
thoac ia the "'auco.aua are to :"!IOVO to";f&rds t he florth , tollo•i;ie 

the ooa coast. 

x. Antlo-AMcrican halp 

Ae recarde lli r -eraft , the SoTiet - be~in~ Jnc :ro:.i ;)oce".'lbor 
1941 up t Othe pr~•~nt - h.:lTe diap,3ed c.11 alone ~1th 2 . 000 

plo.noa. : 

Tni s atrength r..:ia bOO"'l ::-.;).int~ined by t 't3 i"'lt~o~~c!ion 

!rit'tin the unltl of plan e• or &.."1 old dealen • • -•. 14! even or 

inatruction , in opi ~e o~ the tact tho.t th~y h~ •a had ~onthly 
100000 or between 400- 500 plAnes. 

Up to t."11 :iresent , tho So• let Are.y ho.e r ocei• ed onl~ 
S IQ\l&dro:is, !"ror: ~·1:;110'1. "1:1t:?rin1. 

J.11 cp ita or all tho errorta or t~e .t;n ... liah , t bccauae 

i f 4 l a c k o: t onnc.s,e and procluetlon C2.p3.City, thol' '"Si ll "\Ot 

be able to doli.,e r to t ho So•iet -;iore t..i"".a.."1 lS aqua~rono, ·.:""Joh -
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i'la.no etron. ·th t ' ~r ·:uo t conat.1.'\tls >:eop up. 

Ae ro-arUD t1~1tinr t:t.nta , it aoe~• t~~t ~round Uo1cova l n.;l iah ,.,.,terial ia 'bcl~\ uoed, whi o ' t h~• not b"'en u aed. up to now, at the Cront. 

2 1hia ·-.c torial 1a rn.cu.1e up or Uarok_t 1.t;ht ins ta.l\ka or 
26 ton e~ And A:arck 3 Of 16 ton.a. 

Both type • ca~ be coneidt~ed aa being &Jt eae1 pr•y to the ~•r~n anti-t•!\k dctono e1. 
O, the Oot':30.n ~o"T'1o'.lnd knowe th.at' the So~iel will not 

uee clla, 

H, 7he C o"1Morc1~1 F!eot in the Bl&ok Sea , ~ea capacit7 ot 200. 000 ton e, or •hioh l 00. 000 ton• 10 oade u~ ot oil tan.ka. 
or the ro~ining l~.ooo ton.1 80. ooo tofte are neca11aar1 

0 tor the aupplri~ of the ~roopa at Sevaat, pol . · on 
~!th the 70.000 tons •• hand , t~c So...tet •111 be . lL~dlng U~ablO to undOrtAke 4ny iMPOrt&nt_actiona on tho alact S~ coast, 

ln conclw ton 1 
~ot . 

We_ ~u&t~nako .11111 :oiot..o.ke in undereoti-itltina the conbatnti~e fo rce ot' the ::So;.iet At::IJ' a:nd tt•a ~r pote!'ltia.l ,, 
Wo ~uot e.xpec~ to ~eat still ..-1th aerloue r oaietanoe 

ln the o·rrene1ve o! the epr tne or t hi• year ,, 
lie n.uet not oou:nt on 1ntomn1 a.g1t:it1o,.. l '\ the U,,R,,S.81 , not thor a 'tould we count on a di eruption or tho SoTitt Aray. 

a ao;saam::•-•• . .... , 
~ · C/P 
- 007~ ;>"' 
~ ,.r, 

' - --- - -
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O,FICE 0, STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

• RESTRleTElt 

lliss Grace Tul.l y 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

17 March 1945 

I am enclosing the latest radiotelephone 

report from our Bern representative, which I think 

the President will find interesting. Will you be 

good enough to see tha t it reaches him? Thank you. 

Encl osure. 

DECLASS!FTEn 
Br ' 1 ~ 

__ 6.b!J..//~ 

Sincerely yours, 

William J . Donovan 
Director 

s:v-SR Noy 2 s 19t.s 

• RESl Rl&TEB .. 
' 



OF FICE 01" STRATEGIC SERVICES .... R E s T R 1 e TE 6 WMHINGTON, D. C. 

17 llarch l94S 

llEMORANDUll FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

I think you will be interested 1n the en­

closed radiotelephone message from the OSS representative 
in Bern, which contains (1) views of some 'recent arrivals 

from Austria concerning the possible German reduit; (2) 

an editorial from the Weltwoche concerning possible ac­

tion of the Na~is before the end of the war; and (3) an 

item from the Neue Zuercher zeitµng of 16 llaroh, concern­

ing the possible use, by Great Br~tain and the United 

States , of Oerman prisoners of war. 

Enclosure. 

Will iam J. Dono-nin 
Director 

HCLAS~ TrTED 

By Au L • " nf _ _t'-'J A'-'--­
_ _ _.,00 7},_~ 'J... 

By ::>E:. NOV 2 6 1973 

- RESTRIBTEB -
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-- OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WA8HINGTON1 O. C:. 

Miss Crace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Crace: 

21 March 1945 

The enclosed memorandum, containing intel­

ligence forwarded by the OSS Caserta representative, 
will probably be of interest to the President. Will 

you be good enough to see that it reaches his desk? 
Thank you. 

Encl osure. 

bECLAS~rr·r~ 
f':" Aut 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 

C. LJ1 
()011#1-~ - -

Set NO'L ::' r 1'373 By_ 



Ol"l"ICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, 0. C. 

21 March 1945 

LIEMORANIXJM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

~ 
. . ' 

The following information of 19 March, rated C-.3, has 

been transmitted by the OSS representative in Bucharest: 

According to a Rumanian judge who is a legal advisor 

to the Rumanian Intelligence Service, if King Michael had fore­

seen the American react ion to ~he new Groza cabinet, he would 

have put off Vyshinski until a government of all parties had 

been 88reed upon. In the opinion of a prominent member of the 

National feasant Party, who is an intimate of Maniu, the Soviets 

have been too hasty in attempting to consolidate their position 

in Rumania.. Source asserted t hat, in vieYI of t he American reac­

tion, t he Groza government must act at once if it wishes to re­

main in power; a shi~ of ministers, source bel ieves, might 

prove satisfactory. 

DltCLASSlFI!;l) 

William J. Donovan 
Director 

B;-Autbo~ ty of._ C / 8 
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- ·.· -- OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTO N , D. C. 

21 March 1945 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

The encl osed memorandum, which forms a 

sequel to my memoranda of 13 March, wi ll probabl y 

be of interest to the President. I would appre­

ciate your seeing that it reaches hi s desk. 

Enclosure. 

Sincerely yours, 

Will i am J. Donovan 
Director 

'· 

J 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES /I 
WASHINGTON, D. C. ~\,./I 

21 Karch 19'6 ~ 
DI OLA8Bl»m, e_ l p., a

7 
Authority or· __ .-.,...__ 

oo7h'"L ~ 
llEllOIWfDUll FOR THE PRiSIDEt.'T : m1U JUN 111973 

The following information, 
87 
~ Dato ___ _ 

tranemi tted by the OSS 

repreeentatiTe in Bern, le a sequel to llllllllOranda dated 13 Karoh 

concerning approaches with & Tiew to term.inati.ng Gel'lllAil re­

aietance in Borth It&l7 aade b7 Obergruppentuehrer and General 
der W&ffen SS Karl Wolff, the Higher SS and Police leaaer in 

Ital7 and chief of HiJmler'a personal staff. It is a sU1111Ar7 
of statements made b7 Wolff to OSS representatiTes and repre­

sentat iTes of Field Karshal !lexander at a place near Locarno 
on 19 :u.rch. Karsh&l ilexan.der's repreaentatiTH gaTe no name 

or ra.nk but represented them.aelTea to Wolff ae &dTiaora of the 

OSS representative . The OSS repreeentatiTe makes no attempt 

to predict whether Wolff ' s plan can be realized, but reports 

that Wolff, hiaaelf, appeared deterained and that those who 

haTt baa close contact with Wolff since he made hie firet ap­

proach ten d&ye ago are inclined to believe that he ia sincere 

in his expreeeed desire to effect an immediate Gel'lllAll surrender. 
Wolff has etreaaed partioularl7 that it would be a crime ag&inet 

the German people if the 'reduit plan" were realized, since it 

would merel7 cauae untold further ua'lees destruction and 

slaughter . 

J 
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Thia 1D!ormation haa been tranemitted b7 the repreaen­
tatiT•• in Swit~erland of Field llarahal Alexander b7 direct radio 

to il'HQ. 

Wolff atated that ae a clear duty to hie countr7 he 
had been prepared to proceed with his plans to effect the aur­

render of the German irmiea in Ital7. The abaence of llarahal 
Ieue!Joing, howenr, compelled hia to change his course of ac­
tion. ~lff reported on 12 )(arch that Kesselring had gone to 

Hitler'• headquarters, but that he expected him back in three • 
urs;J Wolff said that hia next atep now depends upon the ti.me 

at his disposal for action. If he had virtually no time at all, 
he would be forced to see what he could do alone . If he had 

less than a week, he would deal directlr with Generaloberst 

Heinrich von Vietinghoff, who was returning to Italy to take 
over Kesselring'a command and probabl7 reached his Italian 

headquarters on 19 l!arch. I f he had seven days or more, Wolff 
said he would go at once to Kesselring, whom he more than ever 
considered the key to the situation both in Italy and on the 
Western Front. 

Kesse!Joing, Wolff reported, has been assigned to 
llarahal von Rundatedt•a command in the West, and had not even 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 

T0111i51" J 
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been allowed b7 Hitler'• headqU&rtere to return to Ital7 to pack 
up hie effecte. Thus Wolff had not bHn able to ne Ienel.Ioing 

aince Wolff's firet meeting with the OSS representative ten days 
ago. 

Vietinghcff, 'llho acted as deputy comma.nder in Italy for 
Kesselring while the latter wae recovering from hie injuries, had 
gone to Gerlll&ll7 on leave in aid-JanU&ry, and aubeequently had held 
a brief command in Kurland on the Eaetern Front. .lfter a brief 

conference at Hitler ' s headqU&rtere he was ordered to return to 

Italy to assume con:mand. 

Wolff eaid that if he were compelled to act alone he 
had onl7 the following heterogeneous forces, equipped only with 

light &1'111.8 and a few old tanks, at hie disposal. In his capacity 

as Higher SS and Police leader, a post which he has held since 
1943, he command• eome 15,000 Germana; 20, 000 Soviet t roops, 
mostl} Don and Kuban Coaaacka and Turkomans; 10,000 Serba; 
10, 000 Slovenes; 5,000 Czechs; an Indian legion; and 100,000 
Italian• , is Bevollmaechtigter General der Deutachen Wehrlllacht 

(plenipotentiary for the German Wehrmacht), a post which he had 
held since the 20 July putsch, he is in direct command of 10, 000 

Germana , and baa under his tactical com:nand some 55,000 German 

services of supply and similar troops, all north of the Po River . 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED ...... 
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Wolff adaltted franlcl7 that the non-Gel'lll&ll forces 

under his command are not Tery dependable, and that were he to 

take action al one, without prior coordination with the OKW, he 

would probably be caught between Gel'lll&ll al"lliea to the north and 

south of his forces . 

i.aked whether a direct approach to von Vietinghoff 

might meet with success, Wolff said that van Vietinghoff i s a 

non-political soldier who would not take political action with­

out support from others in the Wehrll&cht . Wolff declared his 

relations with von Vietinghoff to be excell ent, but said he had 

not prepared the ground with von Vietinghoff aa he had with 

Kesse!ring . Hence , Wolff proposed that he proceed at once b7 

car to Kesselring'a headquarters, s ince he could not fl7 there 

for technical reasons; and seek to persuade Kessel ring and Gen­

eralleutnant Siegfried West phal to join him in common action. 

If they agreed to do ao, Wolff said he felt sure that Ton 

Vi etinghoff would cooperate . 

If he were successful, Wolff said that he hoped to 

bring back wit h him wi thin a week qualified military represen­

tatives of both Keaselring ' s and von Vietinghoff ' s headquart ers 

to discuss t he details of a mill tary surrender. Wolff declared 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
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that he realized that the rapidl7 deTeloping Jlil1tar7 situation 

lett him little time tor action, He added that Gel'll&n Headquar­

ters in Italy expected an .1llied ottenaiTe t here betore the end 

ot the month (to on• person he said the attack waa expected b7 

25 March) . Woltt oroaaed back into Italy on the eTening ot 

19 Karch. 

William J. DonoTan 
Director 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 

.. 



· .-·, 
Ol"l"ICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WA8HINQTON, D. C. 

22 !Jareb 1945 

Mi ss Grace Tull y 
The YJi i te Bouse 
Washington , D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I am attaching brief biogr aphical r ecords 

on Kesselring and Vietinghoff, which l would appre­

ci ate having broueht to The President ' s attenti on in 

connect i on with my memorandum of yesterday. 

DECLhssrrrro 
By /.ut:.orHy or_C /A 

ObJC.~~ 

Sincerely, 

~ 
f.illiam J . Donovan 

Director 

17 c;g Nov:: i; "' w 
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Roinrich von VIETINGHOFF gon&nnt SCHEEL 

Rank: Gonorlll.oberet ( colono~ general) 

Branch o! s ervice: Panze r troope 

DECLASSIFrED 
Dy Authont; "f 

Birth date and place : 6 December 1887, ILa.lna 

Religion: Proteatant 

BJ 

Family: llArried Eltriedo, daughter ot Colonel Ludwig 1'a8J!Or, 6 Januaq 19:20 
in Berlini throe children. 

Vi•t1ngholl 11 the aon or Cenor&llautnant Heinrich School von 
Vietingholt and Leona Grliin von Sctwottow. 

llilitary cereor: 

Attended Prunian Cadet achoole (C&det Cor~) (prior to 1906) 

1906 

1907 

1914 

1914-1916 

1916--1918 

1918 

1918-1923 

1923 

1924 

1924-1926 

l llArch 1928 

1927- 1928 

1929-1931 

l February 1931 

F&hnrich (officer candidate) 

Second lieutenant 

First lieutenant and r egiment al adjutant 

llember of Kaiaor~Fl'anz-Carde-Grenadior-Rogimont 

llember o! General Stall 

lle:tber or the Operational'Section ot the 
Supreme eo.u.and (Ludondor.1'!1 a Stat!) 

Received twelve ailltar1 decoration&, including 
one Turkish and one Bulgarian award, 

llomber or tho Roichawohr 

Joi ned tho War ll1n11try 

Joined atat! o! 'irot Arr:i:t Gr<>up in Be rlin 

Coaipan,y cocmander in the 9th PruaaiM lntant17 
RegiJ::.ent 

Promoted to major over 100 captains aonior to him. 

llanber of at&!! ol Cocr.tander of Infantry in tho 
Second Diviaion 

llombor of tho National n.renao Dopartinont of t ho 
Wehrnmt (War Of !ice) 

Pr<:IGIOted to lie uten.&llt colonel 



.. 

April 1931 

l lluch 1933 

April 1933 

April 1936 

1937 

l March 1938 

November 1938 

1940 

19 Ju.17 1940 

1941-1942 

Septnber 1942 

Commander or the let Sn. or the 14th Intantey Regi.laent 

Heed ot a eeetion in the Nationel liar llinietr7 

P~ted to colonel 

Proa:oted to C.ner&lm&Jor (brigadier general) 
Participated in the eetablieholent ot the German 
panzer arm and coamanded the let llotorited In! .. tey 
Brigade in the Firet P&iaer Division. 

lzlepector ot Anr.ored Trocpe and A:nq llotorisation 
in tbe liar Departme nt 

Promoted to Ceneralleutnant (maJor ' general) 

CC>lml&llder o! the Pi!th P&n&er Divieion 
(Another aourc:e mentione hi.la as • c ender o! the 
)lat Panzer Division at that time). 

Caamanded l.'.lth In!&ntr1 Co~ in t he invasion o! 
Prance &nd tock part in action aouth o! the 
Ardennea canel. 

Promoted to General der Panaertruppon ( C.oeral or 
Armored Troope, equivalent to the rank or lieutenant 
general). Recei~ the Knight'• Croae decoration. 

~der o! the XLVlth Panser Corpe in the Belkane 
and Rusaia 

Relieved or hie coo:mand on the eaetern tront . 

Promoted to Generaloberet (colonel general or full 
general). 

Peb.-Sept. 1943 Comoander of the 15th Arf03 in the Wut 

Septetnber 194.'.l Transferred to the Italian front. 

Oet .-Dec. 1944 Temporar1 coc:mander o! ~Group C. 

Holder of the Oak Leaver to the Knight' a CroH. 

V1etingho.rt ia described as a man who "likes Hitler but dielikea the 
Nazi P4rtyt•. Although reportedl7 "pla.ying an increasingly important 

role in the German aney leaderehip" Vietinghott •would probably not be 
eelected a.s Chief ot the Geooral Stat!; it 1e possible, however, that he mi.ght aucceed General Guderian as lnapoctor General of Panter Troope • . 

Prepared b7 Biographical Recorda 
21 March 1945 -
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' 

• 

lame• DSSILRIIO, Albert 

~ Oenerall'• lclmaroohal, Luttwatt e {Field ll&rohal, GAP), oiDoe 19 July 19'0 
Preoent oollOlalld1 Co......:ader in Chi et , South lreot &Dd .lf'Wlr Group C 
Birth date and olaoe1 30 NoT••ber 1886, llarlc.t elt (Lower Franoonia ) 
Fo.llily h11torz1 Hi• rathor '"'" a mllllioipa l ochool oupo,....ioor, 

20 July 1904 

Before World lrar I 

World War I 

l February 1932 

l Oot ober 1932 

About 1933 

1 Ootober 1934 

20 Apri l 1936 

9 June 1938 

l Juno 1937 

Joinod 2nd Bayoriooho Fu••-Ar tillorie Regi,..nt ao an enoign. 

Was trained a1 a balloon ob••TT• r . 

Served ao brigade-adjutant and ~eneral oto.tt ottieer in tha Bay9r11oho F\101-Artillorie R•cinient and l at er on in the Srd Bayor iaoho A.-. Korpo, 

At tho end or tho war, romained In the Ro,ioh1.,,hr with the rank or Hauptllann (captain). Se rved for a ohor t 11hilo with hia fOl"Ol9r artillery regiment and then '"'' gi'ron appointment• in the Reicha­.,,hr U1nl1try and on the genera l 1to.tt. 
Appoi nted b&ttery o°"""""der in the 4th artillery rogiaent, 

Procw>t ed to tho rank ot colonel, 
Tranefer r od to the L.,ttwaff1 {air force) , and appointed Chief or tho Aclm1ni1tratiTO Branoh in the Air Uinietry. (It io re­ported that ho later ro linquiohod tbio poot boeau• • of a dioagree,..nt with Gen­eral lliloh) 

Proaoted to llajor General . 

ProJ10t ed t o Lieutenant Gener al. 

Appointed Chior, Luftwaffe ( air torco) t;eneral Sta.tr. 

DECLASSIFIED 
By Al'l~or ty ~r e I A 

Pro11<>tod to Gener al der Fliegor and .,.4, oommandiDt general and Befehlahaber (oom­ll&llder ) iD Lurtkrei• 3 (air corpo aroa) in Druden. 

-
NOV .li 1973 
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l Febrtary 1959 

1939 

ZO Soptr.aber 1939 

1940 

19 July 1940 

Su>ner 1940 

1941 

1942--

2& February 1942 

lA ,Tuly 1942 

Autumn 1943--

Zl July 1944 

Cllet der Luttflotte (air fleet) I 
in Berlin and Befehlahaber (o-..der ) 
Oet (Batt ) . 

CO'lll&Dd..t tho Pirot Air Pleet 1n PolaDd. 

Arter tho P0 lioh ca111paign, receiTed tho 
Knighte croos or the Iron Crooo 

Oo"""'nded tho Socond Air Fleet in fr&noe. 

Promoted to Field llarohal by Hitler in 
the Re1ohstag 1ossion celebrating victory 
in tho w .. t . 

Proa •-r 1940 to beginn.trlg ot CMJ>aip 
a&&inot Russia, !oui;Pt with hio fon:ation1 
ago.inot Britain. 

Comm&11dsd an Air Fleet in Pu11ia. 

Transferred to Southern theater in sup­
remo colllmA>ld of all Air torce1 in t ho 
lrledit·erranee.n and Africa. 

A...,.ded tho Oalc !.;,aves. 

Awanled th$ Swonlo to the Oalc Leana. 

A7'fll/f group o-..ler. 

Awarded Diamonds to the Oak Leavea with 
S-..Ords . 

Koase l ring hat been tho objoot or ma!\)f rumoro. On l J l\DU&ry 194&, Tho New 
York Tl.me• reported an Order of tho Day by Iii tler ( ai:;nsd 27 1lo•embor 1'§'14) 
;;;noanc!nt Ksaoolrl1'g' • death . A report tr.., Berne (12 i;ovembor 1944) re­
ported hi= wounded by a.n ~lliod ola.ne, after the C.rman ~rcp1&n :or\lcs 
(2& July 19.'·•) n..d Md 1 .. eo tr.At ho .... , el1glltly •oW>d..t . Tho llad1 have 
frequently prai1od his '!\aoterly 1trategy and r eported that ho ••• 1hot down 
3 ti..:01 1n over 120 f lights . 

Be is voriou1ly reported to be a member of the N~•i Partv and to bo not a 
memb~r, to be a olos• ~~lond of aOring and to be his rival . 

On 13 'larch 194& The Now York Timoa published an orde r by Keaaetrirg addreasod 
to Baron von OabliJri&, no;.;;w;;rerortho 232nd division t w "defend 1•1ory inoh o!' 
Italian terri tory a1 it they wore ri&hting on tho 1oil o! Germany lt1elt" . 
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O""ICE 0 .. llTRATaQIC 8EltVICE8 

WASHINGTO N, D. C. 

2.3 llaroh 1945 

Miu Grace Tully 
Tbe White Bouse 

Dear Grace: 

RESTRIBTEB 

I 11111 enclosing tba latest r adiotelapbone 

r eport from our Bern representative, which I think 

tbe President w111 !ind interesting . Will you be 

good enough to sea that it reaches him? Thank you. 

DEOLASSrruo 

B1 Au h ' - or_ C./ A 

- 00 7 ~~2. 

Sincerely yours , 

William J . Donovan 
Director 

By_ Sf( NDV-4 ~ VIJ 

RE&JR i&lED · 
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P.SF · <P.A. ..tf r.u- '1·-j.!s· 

. IESlRtGlEB -
Ol"l"ICE 0 1" ITRATEGIC SERVICES 

WMHINGITON, D. C:. 

23 March 194S 

p, 
llEllOJWIDCJll P'OR TSE PRESI D!NT: 

I th1nlt you wi.ll be interested 1n the en­

closed radiotelephone report from the OSS representat­

ive 1n Bern. This aesssge sets forth the illlpressions 

of a German businessman, just arr i ved 1n Switzerland 

trom Berlin, concerning Russian behavtor in occupied 

German territories in the East . 

Enclosure. 

DIOL~ s·:~rrn 
87 Ala• 

William J. Donovan 
Director 

CIA 
oo 7 "~~2.._ __ 

81 s g. ,.,, Nov 2 6 1973 

- RESTftfCTEB -
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Ol'l'ICE 01' STRATEGIC SE,.VICES 
WAllHINGT O N. D . C. 

Miss Grace Tully 
The 'llbite House 

Dear Grace: 

2.3 March 1945 .. 

I believe the President will be in-
t erest ed in the enclosed message from our represen-

tative in Bern. Wil l you kindly see th~t it reaches 
his desk? Thank you. 

Enclosure. 

Dl&CLJ <" If .. '"' 

By ~" 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 

C t8 _ 
_ Ot;_ 7 t,'?- - -
81 ~g NOV ') r i9/J 

• • • • 



Ol"l"ICE 01" STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTO N, O. C. 

2.3 March 1945 

, MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDFNI': 

The following information from a J apanese source, 

dated 21 March, has been transmitted by the OSS representa­

tive in Bern: 

According to Shunichi Iase, Japanese Minister in 

Bern , the Japanese Ambassador to Moscow was summoned to Tokyo 

to discuss technical details concerning the renewal of the 

Russo-Japanese non-aggression pact, and left Moscow with a 

firm conviction that Russia would renew the pact. Iase him-. 
self allegedly believes that Russo-Japanese relations have 

recently improved. 

Source says that there will be no big naval engage­

ment, because one-third of the Japanese fleet has been sunk, 

another t hird is undergoing very slow repairs, and the Japan­

ese air force is insufficient to protect the remainder. 

Source also reports that Allied bombardment of t he 

Japanese homeland with incendiary bombs has been more damag­

ing t han explosives. 
C!."'" ....... ,.,rtD 
t -tty or CL Et . 

007 1,,;;..7.. ---
By ,Sf!. llte NOV 2 G 1973 

lilli8l!I J. Donovan 
Director 
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OP'P'ICE OP' STRATEGIC SER:VJC~ 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

i.<i. ss Grace Tully 
The 1/hi te House 
llashington, .J. C. 

!letu' Grace: 

23 i.!arch 1945 

I think the attached nemorandun 

will be of i nterest t o the Presi dent . 1/il l 

you pl ease see that it reaches his desk . 

.Rttachment 

Thank you. 

r 

.::>incerely, 

\Hll illl?l J . JJonovan 
Director 

DECLASSJFJID l'l 
By Autborlt7 of L , / A.. 

Oo 7 (e z.. ""2--
()I?} dUN 1 1 1973 

8 7 l::J!.;):!{J D• '"- ---



/ Of'FICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D . C. 

23 March 1945 

I attach a rePOrt which is of exceptional in­

ter est. It relates to future pl ans of the G<!rman Intelli -

gence ::iervice. It was prepared by our Counter-!fapionage 

Branch. 

The report indicates tllat the Nazi Party In­

tellisence Service (RSHA.), controlled by Hililllll.er, has 

absor bed the llH1/EHH and that the two services are being 

consolidated into an effect ive tool wirich !'lay be used by 

the underground after ailite.ry defeat . 

JJl!Oll(l other things the ri:iport indicates that 
• officers for a Geroan resistance arrr:t of between )5 ,000 

and 40 ,000 men are receiving t r ainine in r esistance 

l!:ethods and Guerril la warfare st special Kazi schools. 

'rhere is also evidence of the cacl1ine of supplies and that 

.tlSlih has i ssued directions which, althougil they have not 

so far relttted to continuil\,3 Guerrilla resistance, have 

directed intellieence, subver sion and sabotaee activities . 

REGRADED L ''~LASSIFIED 
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The memorandum details assignments of specific 

post-defeat functions to branches of the RSHA together with 

nethods of oper ation. 1u:loJl8 the l atter are t he surrender 

of selected ~ personnel as a means of going underground 

as prisoners of war and t he infiltration of !lazie into the 

Communist pe.rty. 

'!'hero is also evidence of a shift in attention 

from tactical to long range strategic intelligence reporting. 

Interest has been snown in aroas whi ch can be explained 

only on a lone r ange basis. Plans wi t h reference to Spain 

are of particular interest . It i s report ed t hat in order 

to forestall exIA1lsion certain Germans there tire to te 

naturalized in the interest of continued Germen intelli -

gence. 

The world-wide interest of German intelligence 

shows how extensively we must spread ourselves t o suard . 

against their activities. 

REGRAD:cD UNCLASSIFIED 

\lilliam J . l)onovan 
Director 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERV IC ES 
WASH IN GTO N , D.C. 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

,23 Karch 1945 

I believe the President will be 

interested in the at tached memorandum. Will 

you kindly see that it reaches his desk? 

Than1c you. 

Attachllent 

Sincerely, 

f'j~ 
William J. Donovan 

Director 
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O .... ICE Of" STRATEGIC SERVICES 

_/'? WASHINGTON. D. C:. y£// 
~- , 23 March 1~5 

!.!EMORAN0011 FOR THE PRESIDENT 

There follows a summary of a repor t dealing with 

the status of the Chinese in Thailand, which was prepared 

by the r esearch staff of the Office of Strategic Services. 

The large Chinese minority in Thailand has given 

r ise t o a number of serious problems, both local and interna-

tional. 

1. Disasreement on bases for deter mining nationality. 

The Chinese government asserts that all individuals of Chinese 

or Sino-Thai parent98e born in Thailand are Chinese nationals , 

and thus claims some 3,000 ,000 or almost 20 per cent of the 

populat ion. The Thai goverru:ient counts as Chinese only a half 

million alien immigrants, and disputes with China the national­

ity of the remainder. 

2. Economic dolllination by the Chinese . Partly be­

cause of disinterest i n business on the part of the Thai , the 

local Chinese (aliens end t hose born in Thailand but unass imi-

Ct8 -
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lated) have handled about 9:) per cent of the oountry' s business. 

The Thai goverllll8nt has become increasingly dissatisfied with 

this economic supremaoy of t he Chinese , and eeger to increase 

Thai participation in business. 

3. Chinese organizations in Thailand. The economic 

and oultural solidarity of the Chinese in Thailand has been 

st r engthened by some 273 organizations, mos t of which are con­

sidered illegal by the Thai government . These associations have 

formed "closed corporations" for Chinese business interests, have 

spread Chinese nationalism and culture in Chinese-languege 
schools, and in many oases have caused publi c disor der among 

rival Chinese groups . 

4, Thit controls over alien Chinese. In 1939 and 

t her eafter Premier Pibul sponsored l egislation to lia.it Chinese 

business and oultural activities. Alien Chinese ~~re exoluded 

from many ocoupations which they had formerly dominated. High 

immigration fees were designed to limit Chi nese immigration. 

Jtany Chi nese-languege schools and newspaper s were forced to close. 
The Chinese resented these moves , ltlich they considered govern­

mental discrimination; but personal relationships between Chinese 

and Thai remained comparatively cordial. 

DECLASt;:.;. .D 
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. 5. Japanese oocupation of Tbailaqd, Since the 

great major ity of Chinese in Thailand are pro- Chungking, they 

recently have drawn oloser to t he Thai in t hei r mutual hatred 

of the Japanese. The l atter have atteopted to use the local 

Chinese t o aid in proouring supplies, and have tried unsuccess-

fully to create animosity between the Chinese and the Thai . 

In t he postwar period the Thai government may have 

to consider t he fol lowing quest ions : 

1. Opening of diplo11B.tic relations with China. Both 

the goverim.ent of China and Chinese residents in Thailand have 

expressed a strong desire for the opening of diplomatic r elations 

between China and Thailand. Thus far Th.ailand has refused, pre­

su1:111bly through fear of st rengthening the position of the local 

Chinese ooll!llllnity. A Chinese diplomatic official i n Bangkok 

would , however, be of some service to the Thai government as a 

responsible representative of the alien group. 

2. Fol"lilllation of an adequate illll'ligration ~olicy, The 

Thai already possess legal means for limit i ng Chinese (and other) 

i mmigration. If t his shoul d be used ruthlessly to minimize t he 

number of unassimilated Chinese in Thai land, the Chinese govern­

cent would doubtless object . Hence the for l3.llation of a mutually 

aooeptable immigration policy will oall for careful study. There-

~ DECLASSIFIED 



/. 
with a decision mey have to be reached concerning the dual citi­

zenship status of two million or more people in Thailend. 

3. Reconsideration of economic and cultural controls. 

Thail8Dd, in order t o further emioable relations wi th Chine, mey 

deem it desi rable to modify some of the current restrictions on 

the business and cultural activities of the alien Chinese. The 

new Aphaiwong goverrunent has already i ndicated a t r end in t his 

direction. The Thai nevertheless will presumably wish to main­

tain control of their own economic and cultural l ife. 

4. Degree of China's poli t ical influence in Thailand. 

Some reason exists f or believing that Chi na i s interested in 

Thailand as an area for pop.ilation expansion , and wishes to pro­

mote Chinese cultural penetration and perhaps even political con­

trol of Thailand. ~ a nat ion of only 16 ,000 ,000 , Thailand fears 

the power of China'.s 400 ,000 ,000 , Consequently in the postwar 

period Thailand may i nvoke the aid of some international peace 

organization in the maint enance of her national integrity. 

j)~ 
-.'/illiam J . Donovan 

Director 



OFFICE 01" STRATEGIC BEltVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Ilise Grace Tully 
Tho Whi to !louse 

Dear Grace: 

26 !.!arch 1945 

I believe tho Presidont would be in-
toroated in the enclosed memorandun, which contains 
intelli gence forwarded by the oss representative in 
Born. Will you kindly see that it ,,.,aches his 
desk? Thank you. 

Bnclosure. 

~- ... 

Sincerely yours , 

\Yillie.n J . Donovan 
Dil'ector 

... 
CJ A -

NOV 2 6 1973 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

26 Karch 194~ 

VEllORANDIJ)( FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The tollowtng intormation, transmitted by the 

OSS representative in Bern, has been obtained trom a trust­

wortey source: 

~l Puhl, one ot the six Vice-presidents ot the 

Reichsbank, had arrived in Switzerland by 21 March in order 

to attempt to make arrangements that would ·cover official 

German expenses under the terms of the recent Swiss decree 

restricting the use ot German funds . Puhl told source that 

the Reichsbank still is at Berlin, but that an unspecified 

amount of its gold has been moved to Lake Constance. 

Puhl declared that the Nazis had made careful. 

plans to go underground and that every essential figure had 

been given a specific assignment. Naziism, be said, would 

not end with Germany's military defeat because it is like a 

religion rather than a me~e political regime . Bitler and his 

followers, he added, are as fanatic in their cause as ever 

and still have the supr.ort of a great number of people. 

As to whether he , himself, would assume responsi­

bility under All ied occupying forces if asked to do so, Puhl 

asserted that, in the initial period of occupation, collabora­

tion with the Allies would be both physically and politically 
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da.ngerous. The t1ming, be added, would pr esent a moat dif ­

ficult pr oblem. Men wbo could be of servi ce to tbe Allies 

migbt sacrifice their subsequent utility by premature colla­

borat ion. Sucb men, he said, should wait until tbe public 

tbey seek to influence is prfl'l'ared to accept loyal collabora­

tion with the democracies. 

William J. Donovan 
Director 

C-IA 

~ ~ O / fl;. :1.~r-r-- J/3 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES c 
WASHINGTON, D. C::. 

26 '1Iarch 945 
llCLASSIJ'm> 
87 Aatbor1t7 of C /A 

J.!EL\OJWIDUJ.I FOR 'rHl.i! PH~IDENT &o ~; 7 ~ 
I believe you will be'' interester iA ~ilJW, \.~i97-

concerning the quest ion of aiding Thai resistance aeai nst 

Japan: 

Present Thai Situation 

1. Advi ce is received from Thailand that there is i m-

minent danger that Thailand will be seized by the Japanese. 

A representative from Thailand, now in the Uni ted ~tates , 

stated that when he was in Tokyo (February 1944) he had heard 

the Japanes':l pl ans on the ult i mt<te seizure of Indo-China, and 

t he present operations are according to that plan. The Thais 

feel that this plan will be extended to incl ude Thailand. 

2. lie ere advised from inside Thailand that t he Thai of-

ficials bel ieve three alternatives are open to them • 

.!!· 'fo combat with force all J apan':lse assaults , resist-

i ng to the utmost. 

,!!. To be on t he alert for i ndications that t he Jap­

anese intend to take over control of the country, and 
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tolaunch a surprise attack , plans for which heve 

been prepared. . 

Q · To pursue a policy of wai ting for American or 

Allied aid befor e fighting . 

3. At a secret meeting of the cabinet of the Thai govern-

ment it was decided that should pressure ta..lc:e the form of 

demands such as those made and effected in Indo-China, the 

Thais would fight . Otherwise, their soldiers would be dis-

armed and they 1vould lose all pol'ler of r esistance. Since 

the French Indo-China incident , all Thai sol diers in Banglc:ok 

have carr ied rifles . The Thai s feel that no matter how care-

ful the '.l'hai.s are to avoid provo'<ing SUll!Ull'Y action, the 
' . . 

Japanese in their own eood time will create an incident to 

be an excuse for tbeo to assu~e full contr ol. 

4, In the event that t he Japanese ta.lc:e sum;::ary action , 

the Thai for ces , according to their own most favorable estimate , 

could not hold out more then a month without ai d. The Thai 

Government has submitted a request thr ough an OSS r epresents-

tive that anti- tank guns be dropped at points where safe de-

livery can be assured. Government asks that 

,.. 
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Allies indicate their intenti ons r especting Indo-China, so 
that Thai plane ~ be governed accor dingly. 

5. The present Thai Goverrutent is at the s8llle time the 
Underground Movement, the De Jure Government end the De Facto 
'.}overrur.ent . The Thai Government has evidenced to the Allied 
cause cooper ation of e very high order. 

6. The Japanese make extensive use of Thai comim.mice.tions. 
They are building roads and improving railroads . Since denial 
of these corram.inications or a disruption of the service on saite 
will seriously hamper the movement of Japanese t r oops to and 
from Burma and Incio-China operations, the Japanese will if 
possibl e seize theo. 

Present Aiterican Activities Inside Thailand 

7. The p~imary source of intelligence of the Army, the 
Arey Air 11orces, ana the State De!>8.rf;mnt is the 'lSS network 
in Thailand. This network is also the State Department ' s 
sole contact vnth t he rhai Gover nment inside Thailand. 

8. '.'!e have :previously advised you that this network has 
devel oped not only intelligence within Thai lend, but has provided 
the means of exfil tre.ting important political representati ves , 

SIFIED 
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as well as infiltrating and exfil trating American and Free 

Thai officers (by use of submarine, air drop, ~nd flying 

boat) who have been made available in Washington for consul-

tation ·.vith milit ary officials and t he State Department. 

The agents who were infiltrated were reoei veci by t he l"nai 

r.overnment , and effective channels of milite.r-1 and political 

intelligence were made available t o them. The Thai Government 

also cooperated in providing safe conduct for two American 

officers to Bangkok. One of these officers is organizing an 

intelligence chain ~hioh is supported by t he hil)heat Government 

officials. At our instance the Thai ".overnment has undertaken 

the devel opoent of this intelligence system and the use of 

Thailand as a base for penetrat i on of Japan , through the use 

of Thais . We are attempting to provide security for the main­

tenance of this intelligen.oe system even thoueh Japan seizes 

Thailand and disarms the Thai t roops. 

O.J .S. Personnel anu S1ronl7 Now in Far East and 
Available for ·rhai Opera~ions 

9. i'le are requesting information of t he Regent as t o t he 

most recent estimate of the strength of ArJJfi , police , and 
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civilians in Thailand capable of actively r esisting the 

Japanese, how depl oyed, the quantities and types of weapons 

end amnunition on hand, end to mat extent this equipment 

could be augmented by capturing Japanese supplies . 

10. Anticipating such possi bilities es now apnear to 

be ar.ising, OSS has warehoused in Calcutta a quantity. of 

suppli es earmarked for resistance groups and guerilla bands. 

There is a lien on these supplies for possible use in China. 

11. According t o most recent f i gures, the equipment on 

hand in Calcutta i ncludes : 

Amount 

1,200 
9. 3'30 

35,000 Rifles 
20 ,000,000 Rounds of .Ammunition 
19 Bazookas 
2,000 Jungl e Kits 
19,000 Hand Grenades 
21,000 Rifle Grenades 
10,000 Verylights 
4, 000 30 Cal . Semi -automat ics 
Substantial demolition supplies 
2 ,600 C Rations 
900 K Rations 

The following equipment is en route : 

Item 

. 3S Pistols 
• 30 M 1917 Rifles 

I 
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Amount 

2,600 

149,000 
15 ,000 

3,500 

llil!! 

Launchers-Bazooka 
(10,000 on requi sition) 

Rockets Bazooka 
M 3 Sub-Machine Guns 
Hand Grenades, Fragmen­
tation (on hand in Calcutta 
drawn fr om Army) 

&hipped 

19/2/45 

3//2// 45 
7 2 45 

17. OSd has 44 officers and men of our Operational Groups 

(OG•s) in Ceylon. There are 41 SO (Special Operations ) person-. 
nel in Ceyl on, t rained in fiel d operations, and 49 men en route . 

* * * * * * 
18. In order t hat 0:;8 operat ions may be coordinated with over­

all policy m d plans, a:i d so t hat we may know whether we should 

extend our operations in Thail and beyond those concerning intell i­

gence, guidance and instructions have been requested of the Joi nt 

Chiefs of Staff and the Department of State es t o whet her : 

.!!· OS~ should supply t he Thai flXTJiy and other resistance 

forces with arl!l.S , ammuni tion and other supplies ; 

.Q. OSb should send personnel to 'l'hailand to help or-

ganize and train the Thai resistance forces . 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED D ~ 
1/ i lliW!i. J • Donovan 

Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Kiss Grace Tully 
The Wbi te House 

Dear Grece: 

26 llarcb 1945 

I believe the President will be interested 

in the enclosed memorandum, which contains intelligence 

forwarded by the OSS representative in Caserta . Will 

you please see that it reaches bis desk? Thank you. 

Enclosure. 

Sincerely yours , 

Willi am J . Donovan 
Director 

DECLASS IFil'D (\ H 
of _ \,. I By /C 

NU\/ tu ~/3 



• • • 

Jll!'J(OR.UIDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The following 1nt'ormation, which forms a sequel 

to 'flr1 memoranda ot 13 and 21 llarch on the Rumanian situation, 

has been transmitted by the OSS representative 1n Bucharest 

and rated B-2 by OBS C&serta: 

.... 

On 21 March a well 1nt'ormed Rumanian Conmunist 

stated that the American State Department note on Rumania had 

had a strong effect 1n Bucharest. Rumanian leftists reportedly 

interpret the note as evidence that the United States is deter­

mined to oppose the Soviets when the terms [Ot the Yalta decla­

r ation17 are overstepped. Source believes the Soviets will not 

risk strong differences with the United States and will respond 

to the American r epresentations by broadening the Rumanian cab-
• 

inet, possibly to include representatives of democratic, bour-

geois Uiterests, who wouJ.d serve as a counter-weight to the 

radical left . Source emphasized that the Soviets had over­

played t heir hand in Rumania and that Vyshinski bad gone fur­

ther than Moscow had intended, 

Concerning the recent arrests by the Ministry ot 

Int erior, source claimed to have accurate information showing 

DECLASSI FIED 
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that the a.rreats thu11 tar bad been largely confined to !asci11t1 
and collaborators with the O.rm.ns. Be admitted, however , that 
there had been 11ome arrests o! political opponents o! the new 
regime, and o! employes o! a Peasant Party newspaper who refused 
to join a leftist trade uni.on. Source stated that be and other 
prominent Communists considered these arrests unfortunate and 
stupid, and that they are trying to arrange tor the quick trial 
and release ot the workers . 

0~ 
William J. Donovan 

Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SER VICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

26 !Jareb 1945 

DIOLASSI11'1D 
87 Author ity or C, l A 

ocff[ z.z-
87 3\ Date JUN 11 1973 

I believe the President will find of 
interest the attached memorandum. Will you kindly 
see t hat it reaches his desk. 

Thank you . 

Sincerely, 

4~ 
William J . Donovan 

Director 



OFirlCE OF STRATEGIC Sl!ftVICES 
WA8HINGTON, D. C. 

27 March 1945 

MEMOJWIDUM FOR THE PRESIDOO : 

The following infor:nat ion, trans~itted by the OSS rep­

resent 3tive in Bern, summarizes approaches by Ernst Kal tenbrunner 

(Tab A) , Chief of the tlazi Security and Police Service, and by 

Franz Xaver Ritter von Epp (Tab B), Reichsstadthal ter (Governor) 

of Bavaria. 

Through two emi ssaries, Kaltenbrunner reports t he ex­

i st ence of' an oppositi on group within the Austrian SS which is 

anxious to liquidate the ~azi Party in Austria and to arrange 

for the orderly transfer of administrative functions to the 
' . 

\Vest ern Powers. This group is apparently anxious to gain so'!le 

i~'llllllity fro~ the Allies by serving as a •transitional regime• 

inst ead of joinin,a, the Nazi die-hards in a last -ditch struy,ele 

in the German "redoubt " . The Kaltenbrunner group claims to have 

est ablished contact with worker and Catholic opposition groups 

in Austria. 

Von Epp, through hi s e~issary , clai~s that he wishes 

to spare Bavaria f rom becorning a battlefield and, when Nazi 

controls break down, int ends t o assw:ie executive porer in Ba-

varia witi t he help of \lehrkreis commanders. ~ 
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIE~ 
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Certain striking similarit i es are appare'1t between 

t hese t~o approaches and t hose of Obergruppenfuehrer and Gen­

eral der Waffen SS Karl \lolff with r espect to Nort h I taly, re-

ported in previous memora'1da. 'rVbether t hese are independent, 

spontaneous efforts of di ssident Nazis t o save themselves , or 

whet her Himmler i s behind t hese moves and is, himself, prepar-

ing to desert the Nazi die -hards , remains an open question. 

V/illiam J. Donova.Tl 
Director 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
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APPROACHES FROM KALTENBRUNNER GROUP 

On 28 February the OSS represent ative in Bern reported 

that he had been approached by an Austrian industrial ist ' with 

whom he had had previous contacts. The Austrian declared t hat 

he for several years had been acquainted with Hoet tel, a Vi en­

nese SS chief, who knew vaguely that he bad indirect contact s 

with Americans in Switzerl and. Prior to the ind.ustrialist ' s 

departure for Switzerl and on 18 January, Hoettel informed him 

that Ernst Kal t enbrunner, Chief of the Security and Police Ser­

vice, wished to see him. 

The Austrian industriali st saw Kaltenbrunner, who told 

him that he, Kaltenbrunner, and Himmler were very anxious to end 

t he war and as a fir st step were contempl ating the l iquidation 

of •war mongers• wit hin t he Nazi Party, especial ly Martin Bormann, 

Deputy Leader of t he Nazi Party. Kal tenbrunner also said t hat he 

and Himml er were very anxiow; to establish contact wit h ~he Brit­

i sh and Americans and planned to send a high SS of fic i al to Svlitz­

erland to speak for t hem, i f a contact coul d be established. 

Kaltenbrunner asked the Austrian indust rialist to do what he 

could t o establi sh such a cont act. 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
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The industrialist claimed that he had suggested to 

Kaltenbrunner that Alfred Potocki , brother of the former Po­

lish Ambassador to Washington, should be allowed to go with 

him to Switzerland, since he felt that Potocki had good con­

tacts with the Bri tish. According to the industrialist, 

Hoettel immediately arranged f or an exit visa for Potocki, 

who expected to proceed first to Liechtenstein. LPotocki 

apparently never arrived t her e..7 

After fur ther conversations with the industrialist, 

the OSS representative on 2 March reported t hat other good 

sources tended to support the industrialist's cl aim that Himm­

ler, Kaltenbrunner, and certain other high SS officials might 

abandon the die-hard Nazi fanatics like Hit ler and B.ormann , 

Md (instead of j oining them in the German "redoubt") might 

try to gain some immunity by serving as a "transitional re­

gime• . 

(The OSS representative commented that so long as 

such Nazi leaders as Himmler and Kaltenbrunner believe that it 

might be possible to obtain some immunity from the Allies, an 

opportunity may be offered to drive a wedge into Nazi leader­

ship and ther eby reduce the effectiveness of German "redoubt" 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
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plans. The representative said that t hrough indirect channels 

he was arranging for Hoett el to come to the Swiss frontier where 

a trustworthy intermediary would see him. ) 

On 15 March t he OSS repres
0

entat ive reported that Hoet­

t el had told the intermediary that the SS contained a so-called 

Austrian opposition represented by Kaltenbrunner, Hermann Neu-
• 

bacher (the former Plenipotenti ary to the Balkans) , and himself. 

This opposition group, Hoettel declared, had been responsible 

for saving many people fr om SS persecution. Hoettel also said 

t hat he was responsible for the transfer of Karl Seitz (the for­

mer Lord Mayor of Vi enna) from a concentration camp in Si lesia 

to Bavaria and now hoped shortl y to free Seitz. Hoettel said 
' ' that pr evious to his present assignment i8:pparentl y as Kalten-

brunner ' s right-hand man in Vienn~7 he had acted for Kalten-

brunner in supervising the activit ies, of Edmund Weesenmeyer, 

the German Plenipotentiary in Hungary. He added that he had 

recently been assigned by Kaltenbrunner to establish contact 

with opposition g~oups in Austria. 

On 24 March the OSS r epresentative reported that 

Hoett el had made a second trip t o Swit2.erland and declared 

that t he majority of the Austrian SS, most of whom are Austrian 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
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nationals, wish to l iquidate t he Nazi Party and to arrange for 

an orderly transfer of administrative functions to the Western 

Powers. This plan, Hoettel declared , would involve the elimi­

nation of those SS elements favoring a continuation of the war, 

especially the supporters of Bormann and a number of the Gau­

leiters. 

(The OSS representative, on 24 March, also reported 

that the Austrian industrialist, who had seen Kaltenbrunner be­

tween Hoettel' s first and second trips, had d.eclared that Hoet­

t el' s second trip was made at Kaltenbrunner 's special request. 

The industrialist supported Hoet tel' s statements.) 

Hoettel declared that Kaltenbrunner had assigned him 

to contact Austrian opposition groups in order to support anti­

communi st el ements. Boettel said he was selected for this task 

because he is a Catholic and because his father is a Soci al 

Democratic school reformer. 

/fJSS WASHINGTON COMMENT : Karl Hoettel, a teacher 

for many years until 1934, served on the Vienna Board 

of Education. He was last heard of in 1941, when he 

was still living in Vienna and anti-Nazi. He is now 

about 60 years of age and has a son, about 30.:J 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
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Hoettel said his t ask had been facilitated by the anti-Communist 

leanings of Austrian workers. Hoettel claimed that he had es­

tablished contact with aoti-Nazi worker leaders in Steiermark, 

Wiener Neustadt and Vienna, and with Catholic opposition groups. 

He cited the name of a Catholic lender, which already had been 

supplied the OSS by representatives of the Provisional Austrian 

National Committee (POEN) , but clai~ed he knew other opposition 

leaders only by their cover names. 

_LOSS WASHINGTON COMMENT: POEN representatives re­

ported to the OSS representative in Paris recently 

that they had established contact with some of the 

higher SS offices in Vienna~? 

Hoettel prom'ised to return to Switzerland with certain of these 

opposition leaders, and hinted that he might even bring out the 

former Lord Mayor, Seitz, as •11ell ac representatives of t he 

workers and Catholic opposition. 

(According to the Austrian industrialist, a meeting 

in Salzburg, to diecuss Hoettel ' s second trip to Switzerland, 

lias attended by ICaltenbrunner, Neubacher, Lieutenant-General 

Edmund Glaise von Horst enau (t he former liaison officer for 

the German Army with the Croatian Government ), Neustaedter­

Stuermer (?) , and Hoettel. 
REGA....:':D L~CLASSIFIED 
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(In September 1944, t he OSS representative reported 

that Glai se-Horstenau bad, following his r emoval from his liai­

son post , sent a message to the representative indicating his 

desire to work with the All ies for the liberation of Austria. 

The OSS repr esent ative t hen commented that Glaise-Horstenau 

apparently wished, t hrough his friends in Army circles, to 

open to the festern Allies the route to Vienna via z.,greb in 

the hope of avoiding a Soviet occupation of the Austrian cap­

ital. 

(/.OSS Washington Comment: Neustaedt er-Stuermer 

cannot immedi at ely be identified. The well-known 

Austrian Fascist, anti-Nazi and leader of the Heim­

atwehr movement, .Odo Neustaedter-stuermer was reported 

to have committed suicide in Budapest when Austria 

was occupied by t he Nazis~?) 

With regard to t he general situation, Hoettel declared 

that t he Nazis expect and wish t o exploit a wave of anti-CollllllUJl­

ism in the Balkan area . For this reason, he said, despite the 

pressure on other f ronts, SS divisions had been kept on the Lake 

Balaton front in Hungary, and von Weich's army held relatively 

inactive in Croatia. Boettel said that the Alpl1e •redoubt" 
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would be finished and stocked in about three months. The 

Steyrwerke, he said, is already underground, producing such 

defensive weapons as Panzer Faeuste . The Nazis int.end to t ake 

Wehrmacht as well as SS units i nto the "redou~t" , he added, and 

even the families of the troops. 

With respect to the situation wi t hin the Nazi Party, 

Hoettel said that t he split between the western and eastern 

oriented groups was becoming increasingly apparent. Rober t Ley 

and his followers in the Labor Front, plus Bormann and many of 

t he Gauleiters , he decl ared, belong to t he East ern orient at ion, 

whi l e Kalt enbrunner and his followers belong to the west ern­

oriented group. Hoe1te1 predicted a kind of Tauroggen movement 

i n which the Western Front would be opened , t he troops would be 

marched towards the East to fight as free corps bands , whil e 

the government of Germany would be l eft to the Western Allies . 

(The OSS representative co:nments that t here are other , 

i ndications that certain SS element s ar e ~rying to save them­

selves by turning to t he West, by ignoring or even favoring 

local anti-Nazi movements , and by preparing to avoid a l ast 

ditch "redoubt" struggle with the die-hards. The representa­

tive points to t he simi larity of t hese activities inspired by 

F- r ' """""" .... , _ 
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Kaltenbrunner, efforts by Obergruppenfuehrer and General der 
Vlaffen SS Kerl l'tolff to arrange a surrender in North Italy, 
and a r ecent approach by von Epp with respect to Bavaria , 

summarized in Tab B.) 



.-r 
APPROACHF.S FRO!A VON EPP 

On 23 March, the OSS representative in Bern reported 
that Heinz Adolf Heintie of the German Foreign Office arrived 
in Switzerland with a message f rom Franz Xaver Ritter von Epp, 
Lieutenant-General, r et ired, the Feichsstadthalter (Governor) 
of Bavar ia. Von Epp declares that , although he has served the 
Nazis, as an old-school Bavarian officer he wishes to spare 
Bavaria f rom becoming a battleground. When central Nazi gov­
ern~ent controls break down, he intends t o assume executive 
power in Bavaria, aided by sever al Wehrkreis commanders in 
charge of Bavar ian reserve units . The most energetic of t hese, 
he says, is Gener al Kriebel, commanding llehrkreis VII. Von Epp 
and thesG ;'.'ehrl9:E>i" co1~mll.111lers believe t i1:it the t roops under 
their collll!laild wo1ld follo11 orders t o tFtke action against Himm­
ler and the SS. 

Von E?P decll\!'es th t he has acquainte~ Cardinal 
Fl\ulhaber and other Bav11rian Catholic l eaders 1tith his plans 
and had tried to cont11ct tho Vatic.:i.."l t hrough Faulhaber. Thi s 
~?.1tact could .1ot he s11fely established, he clai:i:s, because 
the Gestapo is represented in the Curdinal 's entourage . Von 
~pp appare"ltly asked his emi ssary, Heint ze, to find out w~etber 

• 
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hiA appearance at the head of a Bavarian anti-Hitler movement 

.1oulJ t end to prejudice the movement in Allied eyes, in view of 

hi s own Nazi backgr ound and the fact . t h"t 1e had r e111ained in 

office uncer ~itler . 

(1'he OSS represeatative comments th>'.t t his group may 

not. have sufficient e~ergy and deter~inat ion to carry throu~h 

i ts plans . ) 

ffiss V/ASHI NGTON CO'l'.!ENT : Von Epp, now 76, has 

been a confirmed Nazi ever since he joined the Party 

in 19:>.3 . He was instrumental in Hitler ' s rise to 

po.rer and delivered Bavaria t o Hitler on 9 1~arch 1933 . 

FollowiJl!:' World 1'1ar I, he founded t he Epp Free Corps . 
:md put "!own tl-te revolt i n the Ruhr in 1919-20, then 

• 
ret urnE><l to tl-te German Army until hi s ret i:rement in 

1923 . He became Rei chsko·nrnissar for Bavaria in l.larch 

1933 and was made Reic'fis~tl\dthal~er the followinr 

month. I n r ecent years •1e act.ually 'fias been subordi ­

n::>.t e in power t o t he Gimleiter. He i r ~nti-Corn'l!Unist 

lnd prob11bl y pro- monnrchi i:;t at t he pr esent timc..:.7 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
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-OP'l"ICZ 01" STRATEGIC SBftVICU 

Miss Gre.oe Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Graoe: 

WMHINGTON, D . C::. 

' 

I believe the President will be interested in 
the attaohed report concerning the dissatisfaotion of the Po­
lish press i n this oountry with certain Congressmen of Polish 
descent . Will you kindly see that it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

fjtU 
\'lilliam J. Donovan 

Director 

C. I /:t 

By 
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MEMORANOOM FOR THE PRFl:lIDENT By sR Di.lo NOY 2 .. 1973 

There follows a report prepared in t he Office of Strate­

gic Services concerning the dissatisfaction of the Polish 

press in this cruntry with certain Congressiilen of Polish descent; , 
Dissatisfaction with the paucity of protest 88ainst the 

Yalta decisions on the part of Congressmen of Polish descent 

has been expressed in a number of Polish-langu88e newspapers. 

On 26 February the Det roit dail y Dziennik Polski was indignant 

because not all Polish-American Congressmen bad condemned the 

Yalta decisions concerning Poland. Thus far, the paper stated, 
' Representative Alvin O'Konski (Wisconsin) , John Lesinski 

(J.liohigan) , Thadeus Wasielewski (Wisconsin), and Joseph M. 

Ryter (Connecticut) had taken their stand against Yalta. Rep­

resentati ve George G. Sadowski (Michigan), the paper pointed 

out, had approved the decisions , but had taken exception to the 

provisions concerning Eastern Gelioia and Lwow. The newspaper 

asked: 

Where are the other representatives of Polish descent? 

Are they Poles only at election time l'ben they seek 
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Polish votes? 

On the same day the Buffalo daily l>'ziennik dla Wszrstkich 

attacked t he "Democratic" Congressmen of Polish descent , re­

minding them that "it is the duty of all Polish legi slators to 

make objecti-ve co:nment without accusations, but they dare not 

remain silent on such an important issue." 

The Chicago daily I>ziennik Zwiazkowy was particularly 

critical of the Congressmen representing Chicago. Pointing out 

in en article 12 !.!arch that three Detroit Congressmen had 

spoken up on the Polish problem and that "while ons could not 

agree with Congresso.an Sadowski 's theses, yet even in his speech 
concern over Poland was sounded, ••• the Congressmen from Chicago 

have been silent like the damned. " The newspaper remarked that 
by keeping quiet the Polish-American Congressl'\8n "do harm not 

only to Poland but also to the Democratic Party. " It warnsd 

the Chicago Congresscen who "received their lil.!lndates from the 

hands of electors of Polish descent," that unless they teke 

proper steps they will meet the fate of former Congressman 

Tenerovlicz of Detroit, "1'1b.o, although he had behind him the en­

tire Bolshevik canp, had to bid farel\'ell to his mandate when 

he failed to teke the proper position concerning Pol and." 
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The same line was teken by the New Britain Catholic weekly 

Przewodnik Katolicki which has been urging compromise at the 

present juncture . I t remarked (16 Maroh) that there were in 

t he United States "ten Congressmen of Polish descent elected by 

Polish votes. Vlhy are seven (sic) of these gentlemen keeping 

quiet at this critical moment for Poland and the Poles? Let 

their electors wske t hem up so that t hey will be reminded if 

they are taking a nap." 

~~ 
William J . Donovan 

Di.rector 
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Ol'l'ICE 0 1' STRATEGIC HftVICES JIESTRIOTED 

Mias Grace Tully 
The 'lfhi te Bouse 

Dear Grace: 

WM HINGTO N, D. C. 

28 March l94S 

I am enclosing tbe latest r adiotelephone 
report from our Bern representative, which I think 
the President will find interesting. Will you be 

good enough to see that it reaches hilll? Thank you. 

Enclosure. 

Sincerely yours , 

~~ 
Willi am J . Donovan 

Director 

DiCLASsrrrgn 
Br 1· 

~ 
CJ"._..A_ 

_ _ _J).b:J (, ?-~ 

By_$1(_ NOV .U.ill/J 

A£Sf ff l6TED 
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Ol"FICE 01" STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

28 llarcb 1945 

. . 
ICFJIORABDOll FOR TBE PRESIDENT: 

R f ~ T 111 PT r e· .,., -. 

I think you will be interes ted 1n the 
enclosed radiotelephone report f r om the- OSS r epresen­
tative 1n Bern . Thia message contains views as to 
the number ot Germans who will follow the fanatical 
Bazi leaders, and the effectiveness of the resist­
ance in the • reduit• . 

Enclosure. 

William J. Donovan 
Director 

D&CLAS": .,...._"'I 

Sy Ar. e.1e_ 
--- ..110cuO 711'-2 
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OFJl'la OP' ST'RATEGIC llBftVICU 
WMHINOTON, O, C. 

28 March 1945 --{F' 
Miss Grace Tully 

The White House 

Washington , D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe t he attached memorandum will be of 
interest to The President. It deals with the 
nat ionality and 98e of German Armed Forces prisoners 
captured in northern France, ear1y August to 10 
September 1944 • . Will you please see t hat it reaches 
his desk? 

·. 

Sincerely, 

A~ 
Wil~i~ J. Donovan 

Director 

_ C!Pi 
- 001 11.,1';:_ ---
By SR. NOY 2 6 1973 .......... 



OP'f'ICE Of' STRATEGIC 81ERVICE8 
WA8HJNOTON, g , C. 

28 March 1945 

MFMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Examination of a sample of J . J per cent of 170,000 prisoners 
of war from t he German Armed Forces capt ured by the US Army in 

Northern France from early August to 10 September 1944 indicates 

that: 

1. Of all prisoners taken , t hose from the German Army con­
stituted 91. J percent, the ¥/affen SS 1. 5 percent, the llavy J . 6 

percent, the GAF 0. 5 percent, and civilian and paramilitary 
personnel J.l percent. 

2. German nationals constituted 91. 2 percent of al l army . 

prisoners , Poles J .9 percent , and Soviet nat ionals J. J percent. 
J. A well defined tendency to use older troops is observable 

from a comparison of these prisoners with those taken earlier in 

1944 in Italy and in France. 

I. . The class of 1926 had not been fully committed to combat 

by th~ end of the summer, and the class of 1927 scarcely at all. 

5. There is evidence that the SS troops were able, by dint 

either of superior mobility or of Righ Command policy to evaae 
capture more successful ly than those in 

DICLA~trrtro 

CJ • U8.-
b01 /, 2..)._ 

t he German Army proper. 

~R__Dat NOV ,gj 19,J 
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6. The comparatively high proportion of Soviet t·lationals 
found in t he German Army (8 percent) among those captured in 
the early days of the second front, can now be imputed to the ir 
special promi nence among l imited service divisions used for 
coast defense purposes. The later sample f rom France shows a 
much smaller proportion of Soviet national s (3.3 percent). 

, 

Willi&lll J . Donovan 
Director 

DECLAf -
'-..!- J 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

29 llarch 1945 

Miss Grace Tully 
Tile White House , 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be inter-

ested in t he enclosed message from our Bern represen­

tative. Will you kindly see t hat it reaches his desk? 

Thank you. 

Enclosu.re. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J . Donovan 
Director 

... 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

29 March 1945 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT : 

The following information, transmitted by the OSS rep­

resentative in Bern, is a sequel to memoranda dated l J and 21 

March concerning approaches with a view to terminating German 

resistance in North Italy made by Obergruppenfuehrer and Gen­

eral der Waffen SS Karl Yiolff, t he Higher SS and Police Leader 

in Italy and chief of Himml er ' s personal staff. 

No further word had been received from Wolff by the 

night of 26 March. 

ffin 19 M~h, Wolff stat ed to Allied representatives 

t hat he was leaving by car for Kesselring ' s headquar­

ters and hoped, i f he wer e successful in persuading 

.Kesselring, to return within a week with qualified 

representatives of both Kesselring and the German 

commander in Italy, von Vietinghoff.._7 

Wol ff's aide, Zimmern, however, reports that both 

Rudolph Rahn, German Ambassador to t he Mussol ini regime in 

North Italy, and Generalleutnant der Polizei Wilhelm Harster, 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
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commander of the Security Police in It al y and V/olff ' s subordi­

nate, have been recal led to Germany for conferences at Hitl er's 

headquarters. Rarster probably has some knowledge of rfol ff ' s 

act ivities. 

/}.t the time of t he first approach from Standarten-

fuehrer Dollman, Vlolff's associ ate, Harster tele-

graphed Kaltenbrunner that an attempt to contact the 

All ies in S1?itzerland was probable. Harster later 

expl ained to Wolf f that he had done this to cover 

Dollman ' s movements. Though Wolff has described 

Harster as dependable, confirmatory evidence is 

l ackingJ 

The OSS representative comments t hat it is becoming 

i ncreasingly appar ent that Hitler intends to use t he bulk of 

t he German forces in Ital y for the defense of the German "re-

doubt". 

\'iilliam J . Donovan 
Di rector 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
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10P'l"IC1l OF 9TRATIECllC SllftVICU 
WASHINGTON. D. C:. 

~ ... .. 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

30 lfarch 1945 

I believe the Preeident wi ll be interested in 
the attached report . Will you kindly see that it 
r eaches his desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
William J. Donovan 

Director 

O.r"'· ~r~lT! 
liy Ju ty , -C!8-
- - C O:J j, ;a. .... ¢."'---

87 SR N.0\/...2..6 197.1 ..,, 
• 



~As~·~·tn fJ:;, (IB- / ~ A1:. • iy or OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES _,, 
OO:J \,2-';l, WASHINGTON, D . C:. 30 Mar l945 By $€. D:ite NOV 2 6 l973 

U!L'ORANDUM FOR THE PR!SIDfilll' 

I believe you will be interested in the followi ll(! report on 
tbe discovery of' a Genian observation post located in Ceuta, 
Spanish llirocco on 20 February. It is an example of one wey in 
which OSS cooperation wi tb State Departcent officials in the field 
brines about coucrete results. After the observation post had been 
located by OSS it we.s entered and searched by the Kaval ,,ttache in 
Tangier ind the l:;panish authorities . The post (which overl ooked 
the 3traits of Gibralk!r) was not only elillinlted, but the CoIIBUl 
General was enabled to make a most specific and effective :Protest 
to the Spanish authorities against activities of German agents 
in this area. 

:>ince 1943 the American Consul General at Tangier had repee.tedly 
pointed out to General Or8az, until recently High Comnissioner of 
Spe.nish Lorocco, that contacts existed between German and Spanish 
intelli•_;ence officers and that t ho Germens were eneased in clandes-' 
tine activities in Spanish Uoraccan t erritory. Gener al Orcaz hed 

consistently either denied the charges or in effect ignored thee. 
rlecontly the U.S. llavy Lioroccan :;)ea Frontier ColJIJll8,lld noted 

that the considerable hllied shippin:; losses suffered in the Straits 

of Gibraltar in t he l ast months were such as to indicate that 
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German authorities wer e still roceiving prompt date. on convoy 

:i.oveoents from clandestine ovservers in Tenaier or ~panish 

•. orooco . It even seemed possible thlt there wo.e contact between 

Ger:ian suboarine and stations on shore . 

Cd~ intelliGence sources had reported several active 

German observation posts etrate3ically located with a view over 
the Straits and equipped with radio or other OOlil:llunicetion 

fac i lit ies . General Orgo.z, however , aaain flat ly donied charges 

of 0el""'-8ll activity. Finally he gave the .1U11erice.n 1.aval n.tte.che 
speoie.l authorization to accompany a major of the dpanish r.rr:rtf 

General ~taff on a tour to exW!line at fi rst hand the coastline 

alonz the Straits. 

On 20 ~'ebrual"/ , ther1Jfore, the 1\lllcrican llaval 1,tte.cho and an 
• interpreter led the L>panish najor to tne house of one Kurt .. eyer 

at 16 Calle Teniente Pacheco in Ceuta. An el derly lady answered 

the door Ul d refused the offic'!I's aduission without a search war-

rant . !JUrine the .18lf hour it took toe Naval J.tte.che and the r..ajor 
to obta' n tne warrunt the interpreter , who rouained to cuard the 

i:iouse , saw e ::.an 30 years old dressed in a i;abardine trenoh co&t and 
"decidedl y ;.t"'/an" in appearance make a hasty 9Xit by the back door • 

• 1hen the house was searched, a special observation booth 

1·1es found on tho balcony of t.1e top floor apartc.ent with a 
clelll' view over t ho L>tr aits . ln t he ape.rtment t here was an 
r~rican made radio transllli.tter-receiver, as well as ciphe 

.. .... . 
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equipment , coded messages , binocular s , pictur es and charts . 
The originals or photostat copies of the code and cipher 
material have been requested for forwarding to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

This incident provided concrete proof of continuiJls 
German activity in Spanish !.(orocco . In view of the tight 
Spanish controls, the discovery of the observation post 
either indicates complicity on the part of Spanish officials 
or et least discloses a remarkable co::ipleisance amon~ the 
Ceuta authorities concerned. The American Consul General 
has made further representat ions to the Spanish authorities , 
re-8tlphas izine tne need for expelli~.f knol'lll German agents 
fron Spanish l;orocco . 

' 

William J . Donovan 
Director 

• 
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OP'P'ICE OP' llTRATKGIC SIERVICU 
WMHINCITON, D. C. 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

3l lile.rch 1945 

I believe the President will be interested 

in t he attaohed report oonoerning two letters written 

by the late Count Pal Teleki. Will ye». kindly see 

that it reaohes his desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely , 

Willie J . Donovan 
Director 
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The two letters presented below were written by the 

late Count PB.l Teleki: the first when he offered his resigna­

tion as premier shortly before the second Vienna Award; the 

second on the night he committed suicide (2/3 April 194.l) . 
Microfilmed copies were brought to Italy by members of the 

Hungarian resistance covertent in December 19i14. Both letters 

confirm the theory that Teleki' s foreign policy consisted in 
exploiting the new situation created by Gertlllll1 in southeastern 

Europe for the recove~ of some of Hungary's lost territories , . . 
without, however, contracting any obligation of military coop-

eration with the Reioh. 

The first letter indicates that in 1940 Teleki was de-

termined to avoid another German award such as that made in 

Vienna on 2 November 1938, because he was aware of the dangers 
inherent in accepting new German favors. After the failure of 

negotiations with Runania oVer the fate of Transylvania, Teleki 

would have preferred a military solution of the question. l'lhen 

he discovered that Berlin would not permit a war between Hun-
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gary and Rucania, he attempted to resign. To justify his resig­

nation, approximately ten days before the second Vienna Award 

()'.> August 1940) he wrote the following memorandul:I : 

"Report and Indictment" 

m,ve have drifted into an impossible situation, or 

rather I drew the country and nation into it. 

"A favor able agreemnt with t he Rull:8nl.ans is im­

possible. An unfavorable one will lead to revolution. 

l'herefore a solution by arms is the only wey l eft . In 
1 

view of the extrelil9 forwsrd position of the t roops , W1:I 

are on the brink of it and can he.nlq avoid it now. 

"I f the Germans should pit pressure on us and inter­

ven.e, probably by force of ar:rs, that ' s catast rophe. It 

is true that :titler said: you can oarch tomorrow morning, 

that's your business - but in that case I will l!l!lke known 

11111 co:!!plete indi:'ference ; in no event will ! go to ywr 

help, - then: do not demobil i ze , - t hen again: t he Ru-

manians rust reach an e,greeJ:1ent wi. t h you , the road from 

Bucharest l eads throuc;h Budapest. 

1. 3oth states had ~obilized t r oops on their common fr ontier 

in order t o strell31;hen their positions durins the negotiations . 

DECLAss=-mn 
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"I interpret ed this in a favorable sense, relieved 
2 

of the nightmare of being confronted wi th an order. 

"That i s viny I greeted with j oy Hitler'. s stat ement 

that he would write a strong letter to the Rumanian king 

and compel him to negot i ate. This was a fatal mistake on 

my part . I sm1 only that he would bring pressure t o bear 

on the Rumanians, but not 1-filat a difficult situation 1•oe 

would necessarily be forced into by the f act t hat we were 

told (at the sare t ime) t hat 1w could not resort t o arms, 

at least f or t he present . 

"True, I told Hitler that if one sits down to nego-

t iat e, one can only do so conscious that possibly one 

rust resort to t he Ultima Ratio. To negotiate for weeks 

and t hen t o separate saying, ' I beg your pardon, ~~ · ve made 

a mistake,' is qui t e impossible . The taci t admission of 

this by 3itler woul d aut horize anyone to resor t to Ul t ima 

Ratio after negotiations failed , provided one dealt 1vi'.th a 
~ 

normal person. Not so l'li th a dictator. And I should have 

known it. 

2. I n other words , Teleki thoueht that a second German award 

could be avoided. DECLAS::::. .'.) 



warned aore clearly and seriously that by forcing the 

Rumanians to negotiate he was provoking the possibility, 

even the probability, of an amed clash. I should have 

persuaded him not to take this step, either in our case, 

nor in the case of the Bulgarians. Because it would have 

been impossible for the Bulgarians to negotiate and then 

get somethins while we had afterwards to 1'18i t in uncer­

tainty. Re should have been persuaded to postpone his 

intervention until after a decision in t he English af-

fair. 

"I failed t o do so and this was a fatal mi a take , a 

want of foresight and , in view of the gravity of the con-

sequences which have culminated i n the present situation, 

a crime against the nation. 

"Because of t his mistake , I rust leave in order to 

atone for rrq cri:ne. That concerns rq own person. As far 

as the vihole affair is concerned, a sincere e:tpOsition of 

the above might clarify and ease the situation." 

Thus Teleki regarded himself as responsible for the settlement 

of the Tre.nsylvanian crisis by a second a\'lard, liith all its ili1plica­

tions of !1un.garian obligation to Gerlil8llY. As he saw i t, his error 

had consisted of perm ttins Hitler to force negotiations on Rumania 
.___.. nr:cr...AS.:: ... i.i!;n 
~ 



without at the same time ecuring for Hungary the right to resort 
to force should negotiations fail. 

When in the spring of 1941 the Germans brought pressure for 
Hungarian help in an attack on Yugoslavia, Teleki ' s position became 
impossible. On 27 or 28 !Jareb, and again on l April, !litl er sent 
Szt6jey to persuade t he Count . About the same time the Prime Minis­
ter discovered that his Chief of Staff , Henrik Werth , had, behind 
his back, reached an understanding with the Germans, and that prepa­
rations for the attack were already under Wf/// . 

These events brought to a climax a double crisis in Teleki's 
life, On the one hand he realized that his foreign policy was a 
complete failure - Hungary was hopelessly involved in the Geraan war -
and he felt t hat his own mistakes were partly responsible for this 
catastrophe . On t he other hand, Teleki believed that his honor was 
involved: he felt that he had personally given his word to the Yugo­
slavs that Hungary ~uld not attack them. 

3 
The Letter to Baron Apor 

"Dear G6.bor, This Yugo affair drew us into the most 

3, This letter, written the night the Prii'.18 llinister committed 
suicide , wes addressed to Baron Gabor Apor, Hungarian Minister 
to the Holy See and one of Teleki ' s closest friends. 

DECLASS:!iZD 
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terrible situation. 
5 SztO'ja to the K. asking llhether 11e wanted to realize our 

southern clail!IS now, plus the sea , plus whatever else we 
wanted! The K. became very enthusiastic at onoe and, re-
grettably, not less but mor e so after be had slept on it. 
He v.e.nted t o write that he was body and soul l1i th them 

6 and would go along. It cost Bar. and me immense efforts 
to delete the dangerous passages from his letter and to 
leave doors open. Finally after two deys the situat ion 
inproved somewhat because he came to realize that we woul d 
lose our honor befor e the world i f we ettaoked the Y-s 
(Yugoslavs). As matters stand now, we are mobilizing some-

4. Hitler 

5. Kormanyzo: Regent 

6. Laszlo Bardossy, then l.!inister of Foreign Affairs . 
Hi s activities durina this crisis , as presented in this 
letter, contrast sharply with the strongly pro-Nazi po-
sition he later adopted. Indeed, he hes been accused of 
being a partner to :ferth' e scheoes. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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t hi ng. 2 mot . br ig., 

pl us 2 cavalry br ig. Perhaps I ' 11 succeed in bargaining 

it down to 3-4 a .c.-s ? ? ! - But 'l11Y struggle is diffi­

cult . Bar. is helping very well . I demended a C§own 

Council yesterday. H6ma11 , Reninyi , Wer th, Bartha were 

the only go-gett er s there. The foll owing decisions could 

be reached : 

1. We won' t budse until the Germ.ans reach 

beyond Zagreb ltien the Croatians will probably switch over. 

2. We l'A'.)Uld not march farther than the 

former frontier and woul d guard that bet~en two German 

armies. That is to say , up to the Danube and Drava. We 

will not enter Croatian territory at all. 

• 7. Axrq Corps. 

8. Balint Homan was Mini st er of Education. Extremely 

pr o-German, he belonged to the right wing of the !W. 

Lajos Remenyi-Sohneller was Minister of Finance . A Swn-

bian, he has been one of the Nazi ' s chief collaborators . 

Col. Geo. Henrik Wer th was Chief of St aff, Albert Bartha 

ltlnister or Defense . 
DECLASSIFIED 



3, We will oonoentr ate smaller forces only , 

lest the Germans get an appetite and take them to the 

Balka!lS. 

4. The Reg. will retain supr eme collll!l8nd in 

order to avoid subordination. 

The situation is very difficult because, if we resist , they 

will roll over us first and worst - i f we do not enter Bao-

ska, the GerllllnS will tlllke themselves at hoi:ie there and, 

shoul d they not be beaten baok , they will set up a German 
~ I'/ / state f rom the Bacska-Banat-Hunyadvar - the Saxon country -

and perhaps Baranya-Toln.a. ;.:;ood is beginning to turn 

strongly pro-Yugo her e. Had the Yugos done i t without a 

sollll!lllrsault - after signing a treaty - as they did, one 

could have even resisted. But JllY situation is extremely 

difficult - beceuse K. , the arey, half of the government, 

and the parliamentary majority are against me in that oase. 

I am trying to find a way out and to save face. I wanted 

to brief yoo. openly and clearly. Inform]is Soliness 

of everythiJ!B if yrru. have an opportunity - and others 
9 according to your own judgment. I l\lJ sending 

"' !J~ 
\1illiem J. Donovan 

DECLASSIFIED Director 

9. The letter abruptly ends here. 
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