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OFFICE OF STRATEGl~VICES 

WASHINGTON, Kc. 

!.!l.SS Grace ~'ully 
The ·,;hit e House 
dashington, ,;. C. 

Dear Grace : 

1 i.pril 1945 

I think the attached menol·andum 

will be of interest to the l'resident . .1ill 

you please see thut it reaches his disk . 

'i'hank you. 

itt t achment 

::lincerel y, 

1iillic.u J . :Jonovan 
DirtJctor 

HcLAssrrm 
17 AatlovU7 et C..fA 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC, SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, O. C. 
1 hpril 1945 

The f6llonin3 ti'iple !'riori ty dispatch has just 

been received from the 00::> representati·re in Bern r elatin:; 

t o the oost recent developJJlsnts i n coru:ection l'li t h the pos-

si bls surrender of Gerll'.llD Forces in Iiorthern Italy : 

"1. iiolff arrived Fasano Fri day uorni n1; and 

i 4illlediately sull!:!loned Parrill i and 6i:llller to Fasano 

where the:r s!)ent i!'riday aft'lrnoon together. '.t;ii;Qer 

was then sent here by Jolff, Pnrrilli renmir.ini; 

Fasano, 

11 2 . "iolff end~mvored contact Vietinchoff 

befor e he went to see K'lsse l rin.g , but was unabl e to 

reach hiu. 

"3. 'f rip t o l\esselrin3 11o::;t di fficult a:-.d whcin 

he reached Kesselring ' s head'!UE!J:ters, hell had al­

ready broken loose. ~'irst co!lversation t ook place 

only 15 k::i:. from our adv.ru1cill3 forces, .• ol ff pre­

sented his plen for Italian surrender and Kesselring 
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advised him to .:;o throueh l'lith it . He , Kesscilrine, 

regretted he was not also in Italy . 

"4. In a second conversation with Kesselrine, 

latter ai;ain expressed i1is a3reem9nt with i'iol f f' s 

plan and that he should so advi se Vietinghoff, but 

said that on his f ront he could not eo along ( i.!it­

machen). Kessel r ing f ound hi OBelf lersely surrounded 

by st raueers vrhom he di d not trust. Zi mner 5ained 

impression fron \/olff Kesselring was half a prisoner 

(Our representeti 'Te in Bern comJaents t hat no mention 

was made of ~lestphal ) . 

"5. Im.m.eiiiate]Jr on hi s ret urn, 1iolff had t ried 

to reach Glazier but he was on an inspect i on trip 

at t he front and was returni ug to his headquarters 

only ni g."it of 31. ';iolff proposed to see him i n-

medi ately a11d would s pend ;:)Unday with him. .folf f 

gave this Dl"lssaee to !.i mner for our re;:>resentat ive 

in Bern; I ~n ready to com~ to a final conversation 

in order to arreJ13e aatters. I hope to cone wit h 

Rahn, Dolll!lan and eit her Vietin~1off or a staff of-

f i cer . 
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116. Hahn had been called back to °'3r l!llllly but 

avoided the trip by o.ll egiDQ serious strike condi- · 

tions North Ital y ~1!lich he had t o handl e . Harst er 

did return G9rmany, but apparent ly on account of 

a row with Gauleiter Hofer of the 'l';rol. lfoith<Jr 

::;umion.s believed t o be connected with t he aain sub-

ject in question. 

"7 . '..'hil e in Ger:nany and one of the r easons 
' 

for delay, \1olff was sumnoned by Hider, who asked 

hil!l to expl ain his surrender of i3r i t i sh a~ent , ---
flol ff replied t hat he '{lb.S arran,::ill,3 an excha~e and 

he 11anted to ;ii ''9 the Fueltrer \'mensche as bi rthday 

present . iii :nnler al so accused hi :.i of havinc; been 

in Switzerland and asked the reasons . ·,/olff ansmred 

' t hat he had e. co:.itact in ; ila!l Y1ho prouised to 

brin3 hi n i n touci1 wi t il Al lies and t hat he was aoti1l3 

pursuant juehrer's recent se cret .order to seek any 

possibl e co ntact wi.t:1 ;,!lies . ,;ol ff had heard t hat 

' nany efforts haol failed and want ed to s ee what he 

could do. Hi !Jl!tl9r ordered .iolff to wait around for 

coupl e of cie.rs as he wented to t hink t he natt1?r over . 
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(Hov1ever, Hi mmler was suddenly called urcently to 

i:runeary and referred .lolff to Kaltenbrunner. Himoler 

told him that he should not leave Italy and particu­

larly t hat he should not go to &'witzerland. -,7olff 

di d not see Kaltenbrunner but l eft for Ital y . 

"13. In his conversation vii th Kesselrins , l at-

t er said t o \lolff our situation i s desperate , no-

body dares tel l t ruth to .i!'uebrer who surrounded by 

small group of advisers who sti ll believ'!! in a 

last specific Sli!cret weapon t1hich t hey call "ler-

zwei f l un0s ' weapon. 1'.esselrins believed t his weapon 

can prolong war but not decide it, but mi3ht cause 

terrible bl ood bath on both sides . Kesselrins said . 

if li'uehrer gave him order to use weapon he would sur- . 

render his C0!1rlEJld, ~nd of Zi !!liler report . 

"9. Under fore;:;o in:; progr a;Jt and assumi~ no 

furth9r dele.ys whici1 l!lay bo inherent in situation, 

\'lolff should cone to a neetine sometime :.onday or <.?arly 

Tuesday. ....:rry actio:i by Kesselring via ·:;olff seetlS ex-

eluded. 7/hether '.loli'f wil l win over Viet i11Bhoff is still 

matter of conjecture, despite \lol ff ' s apparent optimis::i. 
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Zi llllller understands ,/olff ito.s supjl()rt of one o!' Vie-
ti113hoff ' 9 chief subor dinet11s ." 

' 

I>IOLASSirIID 
B7 Aotlllorit7 et CJ A 

c.m.tl?. "2..-

',fillian J . Jonoven 
Ui rector 

• 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Uiss Grace Tul17 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Gr ace : 

4 April 1945 

I think the attached t1eooran­

dum will be of i nterest to the President . 

'./ill you pl ease see th11t it reaches his 

desk. 

Thank you: 

Sinc~rely , 

1rrr:-o?.£2~ 
Director 

.1tt tachment 

D£CL/ G rrr~ 

By Aa th or a)· < • _ (JEJ. _ _ 

By 'S(, NOV 2 E 1973 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES ~ 
WASHINGTON, D. C:. 

· 3 Apri 1945 

MEMORANDUJ.I FOR THE l'RliSIDENl' 

l . lie have been aie.Jd.ng a study of German control in the 

countries they occupied together with the means employed against 

the Germans by the resista.nce groups in occupied territory. The 

purpose of this inquiry is to estimate the possible met hods of 

contr ol evasion that mey be employed by the Germans against us. 

1'/e are conducting this study by means of interviews 1n th 

resist ance leaders of the various countries, examination of 

available records, and questionnai:reesent to off icials of the 

former Vichy Government thorouglil.y acquainted with German control 

procedure . Following are some conclusions whi ch we have reached 

to date : 

(a) German control in France was strictly military. The 

Armistice created Supreme Control Commission which was r esponsible 

to High Command. Under t his commission originally were commissions 

for control of Army, Air, Navy, Industry, Repatriation. Under 

them were a myriad of sub-commissions , detachments, etc . As tilll:l 

went on new commissions developed for press, radio, transportation, 
D.Ec11ssr· - _ , 
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Throughout the occupation, !ranee was considered t o be in 

state of s~ege and ·t herefore military could intervene directly 

at 8lJY time to enforce , i mpose or change laws. All laws were 

subject to instant change by so much as a simple note. A:ny 

order from the military had force of law immediately and urgently. 

However, apart f rom occasional police measures , and isolated 

actions such as the sudden deDObilization of the Armistice Arr:r:r 

in November 1942, the German policy was to refrain from imposing 

authority directly. In government administration, military and 

economic affairs, the French ~~re given directives or orders et 

t he top, and execution was left to t hem. There was a highly 

organized system of i nspection, and failure to execute instruc­

tions, ?lb.en detected, brought prompt and severe punishment , but 

egain, rarely by direct intervention, but rath'er through French 
• 

channels. 

The Ger man system worked extremely well on short term basis; 

i .e., they obtained a u:axillllm of col laboration expectable with 

minimum of effort . For their long term planning, which count ed 

on France as a perm.anent , willing , de-industrialized, asricultural 

partner in the new European order, the German method was wel l 

conceived and might have succeeded. 
DECLASs r-r~ 
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But in view of evente as they 1118terialized, mainly her 

failure to win unchallenged 1118stery of Europe , Gerlll8ny1 s method 

of control 11111st be considered a failure . It did not win over 

t he French. It did permit the growth of highly developed and 

formidable resistance . 

The fatal weakness of the system was its failure to have 

German officials either occupying key points of operational control 

or sharing these positions as opposite numbers to French officials, 

instead of being content merely vnth a policy of inspection. 

The French for a long time were able t o prevent and delay the 

expropriation of railroad rolling stock simply because there 

~~re no German officials at posts of control in t he administration 

of t he railroads. Several. of t he most vital meetings of the t op 

Maquis l eaders were actually held in the Headquarters of 

l Prefect, with official t ransportation of the Prefecture taking 

the l eaders to and from the meetings. A German general responsible 

for that Prefect ure was located a few hundred yards away but 

because he exercised i:io direct control, had no knowledge of what 

was taking place. Those are but 2 of t housands of examples . 

(b) French evasion of occupational control was eminently 

successf\ll , due in large part to errors of t he system of control. 

'llkedseert:,.and brains of French resistance 1·ae made up of officers 
By Author?•., ,. __ CJ.A _ 
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of French Arr!q. First oardinal error of the Germans lay in 
perllli ttins existence of Armistice Arrr:T of 100,000 in l!eh·opolitan 
France and continuance of arm.v of 110,000 in North Africa and 
the Uiddle East, and formation of pe.ra-military associations. 
Resistance inside France , although negative in character at the 
start, began i mmediately after .Armistice. Because of faulty 
supervision French were able to conceal large quant ities of arms 
and Dllni tion.s during demobilization. Arrt:1 vehicles by thousands 
took on new coats of paint overnight and ost ensibl y became 
property of m.mioi:pal services or even private industry. Great 
caches of arlllS were formed. Armistice ArWil became elite organi-

zation \'bile tens of thousands of demobilized key personnel of 
engineer s , or dnance, com!m.mications , etc. went into civilian 
clothes and jobs but maintained organization and contact . 
40,000 colonial troops were formed into work battalions but under 
demobilized cadres of their old NCO'S and officers . The Chantier 
De Jeunesse , Work Ser vices, Services for the J.'.aintenance of 
Order, and other youth organizations were formed and received all 
discipline and military training possible without arms. Regimental 
and other vetere.n.s association.s were formed. The old statistical 
bureaus of Napoleon 3rd were reorganized and under this innocent 
guise became a recruiting system. In November 1942, t he Armistice DECLASSIFTllU 

B:r Autbr!•y or C~1 ... 8.__ 
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A:r'ar:! was dissolved. In 194.3 the Germans began to crack down 
on ell para- military organizations , and recruit membership for 
forced labor, but the harm already had been done e.nd lll8.IJY of 
these groups went over as organized units to the Maquis. AB 

resistance developed and became more active, these or ganizations 
were the lllA!lpower source for all forms of resistance from in-, 

t elligence agents, to industrial saboteurs, to the secret 8.rJllY' 

itself. 

2. These com::ents a.re the unanimous conclusions of resistance 
leaders interviewed: 

(a) No arllzy' or military organization of any sort should 
be perni tted to remain in Germany. No youths, social or military, 
associations. 

(b) Gerlll8l\ money should be outlawed at once and a new 
currency issued. This would facilitate prevention of secret 
financi ng of r esistance oovements . This is considered a most 
important step. Leaders here agree no serious resistance move­
ment is remotely possible without large scale financial aid. 
Maintenance even of Maquis was estil:lllted at Boo Fr ancs per man 
per month. Gr eatest nightmare of French r esistance leaders 

' 

toward end was that money might be changed. 
r;:c• 1sn11rij 
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• 
(c) llllllediate, complete census in Germany and issuance 

of new type identity card, possibly with secret serial number , 

first di git for example indioating first letter of name of 

holder, seoond number indicating province of origin, third number 

occupational category, etc. This system was started to1181'd end 

in one vicinity in France , and J"t mortal fear in hearts resis­

tance leaders, for it would have rendered making of false docu­

ments almost impossib+e, and would have paralyzed movement . 

(d) Acoept as principle from start that no German govern-

ing authority i s to be trusted, no 1111.tter how friendly appear-

anoes may be. Have Allied representative es opposite number to 

Germani~ every key point of administrative or economio oontrol , 

wi. th his countersignature necessary for aey action, in some places 

create co:nplete break in chain of command. As arbitrary ex8Dple, 

have Allied office, without any GerClll.II representation, at head 

of each "!/ehrkreiss so that oomwnioations between oentre.l govern-

ment and lower echelons would pass through exclusive Allied contr ol. 

(e) Hunt down' German officers, obtain all pronotion lists 

of last 10 years. ~:aintain strictest surveillance over them or 

even send them out of Germany. 

(f) Requisition all forms of transportation, from railroads 

to vehicles , and pl ace under control of Allied officers wearing 
DECLAS~ T~JED 
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(g) Demobilize Arrq with all possible speed and make 
s\riftest possibl e inventor ies of arms and mater iel before they 
can be concealed. 

(h) Maintain closest liaison bet ween different spheres of 
Allied occupation and strive for uniformity of control laws . 
Line of Demarcation in France was bad mistake on part of Germans, 
resulting in migrations of people and material to most favored 
zone and considerable fI\lstration of German aims, especially in 
requisitioning. 

(i) Use iron fist in propaganda f r om start . Execute 
promptly and ruthlessly for falsified papers and give wide 
publicity to executions . 

(j) Control Commissions should be well staffed, with plenty 
of technicians , particularly at the start . Do not discuss , but 
order. Avoid use of German Liaison Officers wherever possible . 
French Liaison Officers were star silent saboteurs . 

{k) No colll:!llnication should be permitted between regions in 
Germany during demobilization and disarmament . 

f\;"'' . ,.~:rrtn 
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William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OP' STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D, C. 

Kise Grace Tull7 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

4 ipril 1945 

I believe the President will be inter-
ested in the enclosed message from our representative 
in Bern. Will you kindly see that it reaches his desk? 
Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

• 

William J . Donovan. 
Director 

Enclosure . 
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representative in Bern, is a sequel to previous memoranda 
concerning the possible surrender of German forces in North 
Italy: 

An Italian emissary, Parrilli, arrived in Switzer­
land on 3 April with the following report from Obergruppen­
fuehrer and General der Waffen SS Karl Wolff, who is currently 
at his headquarters in Fasano: 

Himmler has returned to his German headquarters from 
his urgent trip to Hungary, '8.lld on 1 April peremptorily ordered . 
Wolff by telephone undqr no conditions to leave North Italy. 
Himmler told Wolff that he would telephone him periodically. 
Himmler chided Wolff for having moved his family to the vicin­
ity of Brenner, and declared that he had moved Wolff's family 
at once back to St. Wolfgang, near Salzburg, and could take 
"better care" of it . 

Wolff is convinced that if he were now to make a 
false move or to leave his headquarters for Switzerland, his 
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whole project for & surrender in North Italy would fail &nd he 

would be liquidated. He believes that Himmler h&s given spec­

ial instructions t hat he be watched. Accordingl y, he feels i t 

ie impossible for him to come t~ Switzerland now. 

Wolff has disciused the whole surrender pl an with 

Rudolph Rahn, the German Ambassador to the Mussolini regime 

in North Italy, 8.lld declares that Ralln is in full agreement. 

On the night of 1 Apri l he conferred with Generaloberst Hein­

rich von Vietinghoff, Kesselring's successor as commander of 

the German forces in tforth Italy, and Generalleutn&nt Roettiger, 

von Vietinghoff 's Chief of Staff. Wolff claims that both agreed 

with him, and quotes von Vietinghoff as saying that "it is non­

sense to go on fighting." Wolff decla.res that von Vistingboff 

has been instructed, in the event of a general .Ulied atta~, 

to carry out a •fighting" &nd scorched-earth withdrawal to the 

.Ups. Wolff reported fully to von Vietinghoff on his recent 

conference with Kesselring, and told him that in Kesselring's 

judgment the fighting on the Western Front might last ten or 

fifteen days longer, and that Germany is facing catastrophe. 

Wolff instructed Parrilli to tell Allied representa­

tives that, given ten more days, he and von Vietinghoff and 

Rahn would be able to h&nd over North Italy. 

Parrilli has returned to Wolff's headquarters with 

REGRADED UNCLASSIF'IED 
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a message from Allied repftesentativee acknowledging r eceipt of 

information t hat Rahn and von Vietinghoff have been won over 

t o t he plan, but stating that if there is to be a military sur­

rende~, it must be effected quickly. With the approval of .lFH~ 

representatives, the ass representative also asked Parrilli to 

remind Wolff (1) that it i s vital that he and von Vietinghoff 

prevent the destruction of North Italy as ordered by Himmler 

and Hitler; (2) that he (Wolff) had previousl y promised to re­

strain action against Ital ian partisans and to prot ect All ied 

and partisan prisoners and hostages i n his hands; (3) that he 

(Wolff) and his associates now have a l ast opportuni ty for ac­

tion and that action alone counts, and (4) that further delay 

would not help but might even complicat e the picture, since 

from the "redoubt" Hilnmler may exercise an increasingly te~-, . 
roris tic influence. 

(The ass representative COlllJllents that Wolff and his 

associates probably want to wait in the hope that compl ete 

chaos will devel op in Germany, enabling them to act in Italy 

without serious risk to themselves and their families . The 

threat t o Wolff may be real. In view of the time which has 

el apsed since t he original approach from Wolff, t he number 

of meetings which have been held r elating to the surrender 

REGRADED UNCLASSIF1ED 



-- 4 -

proposal, and the number of persons who have been brought into 

the picture, some inkling of the plot has probably reached 

H?-mml..er ' s ears . The OSS representative cannot predict what 

action Wolff and von Vietinghoff will now take, but declares 

that everything possible has been done to impress the Wolff 

group with the realities of the situation and the need to act 

at once.) 

~~ 
William J. Donovan 

Director 

REGRADED u1..JCLASSIFIED 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, O. C. 

6 April 1945 

J.liss Grace Tully 
The Vlhite House 
l/ashiogton, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I t h ink t he President wil l be 

inter est ed in t he attached memorandum. 

Vi i l l you pleaae see that it reaches his 

desk. 

At t achment 

Then]( you. 

Sincerel y, 

William J . Donovan 
Director 

D!CLASSir'FD 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D.C:. 

6 april 1945 

hlRl.iORANWJ.1 ron TILE PRESIDENT 

In acoordanoe wi. th your meoorandWll of 

April 5, I have written the heads of the various 

executive depe.rlce.nts and the agencies to which 

you refer. 

I have asked each to coIIIll0nt on the pro­

posal and have suggested that , after an opportunity 

to study their roplies, we all meet to obtain the 

consensus of opinion which you have requested. 

I !1111 hopeful that the meetill8 can be 

held ilIIJ:lediately after my return, on or about 

.!l.pril 25, from a brief trip to :::urope. 

DECLASSIYJED 
,. ~r C.tA 

11illiam J . Donovan 
Direct or 

_ _..001 ~ #").. - - -
s,_5l. NO\' ~ l. 1973 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

J.!iss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace : 

WASHINGTON , D. C. 

6 April 1945 

The enclosed memorandum, based on a study 
• 

of our Resea.roh and Analysis Branch concerning the 

status of religion in the USSR, will probably be of 

interest to the President. Wil l you kindly see that 

it reaches his desk? Thank you. 

' 

Encl osure. 

DECLAS SI FrED 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 

• 
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OFFteE 01" STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WM HINGTON, D. C. 

6 i pril 1945 

!.IEMORANDIJll FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The etatua of org&nized religion in the Soviet Union 

h&a improved considerably since the outbrea.k of hostilities be­

tween the USSR &nd Germany. The need to unify the nation in 

the face of the German attack, &nd the fact that the R111si&n 

Church and other denominations h&ve not only ceased to attack 

the Soviet regime but have given it strong support during the 

war, appeal' to have brought about the ch&nge in Soviet policy 

toward religion. There are strong indications that thie change 

constitutes more than a temporary expedient in time of orisis. 

Nevertheless, the government may attempt , after the Wal', to 

limit the growth of religion through a more active educa tional 

policy, though probably not by stronger me&ns. 

The improvement in the status of organized religion 

has ta.ken place without signific&nt changes in Soviet legisla­

tion. Freedom of worship and complete separation of church and 

state had been officially proclaimed at the beginning of the 

1917 revolution. The constitution of 1936 freed the clergy 

from eome of their previo111 disabilities &nd gave them legal 

rights equal to those of other citizens. The ¢urrent relaxa­
DI CLASSirlED 
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tion of restrictions on religious education is not the reault 

of new legislation, but la due ra ther to the change in attitude 

of Soviet authori t ies . While anti-religious propaganda is 

still permit ted by law, it waa halted in September 1941 af ter 

the outbreak of Soviet -Gel'IJl&ll hostilities . In January 194i 

publicity favorable to the Orthodox Church began to appear in 

the Soviet press. The Soviet Government also permitted the 

opening of a number of cloaed churches and has aided in the 

repair and reconstruction of many churches damaged by the Ger­

mans . Numerous churchmen have been decorated for their deeds 

during the sieges of Leningrad and Moscow, and these awards 

have been highly publicized. The government has also exempted 

priests from milit ary service. 

The most striking i ndication of the new official at­

titude was Stalin's reception of the three leading Orthodox 

churchmen in the Kremlin in 1943, followed by the calling of a 

Council of Bishops, vrhich elected l!etropoli tan Sergei as Patri­

arch of Moscolf. Another sign of the cordial attitude of the 

Sovi et Government is the merger of t he diss ident Living Church, 

once supported by t he Kremlin against the Orthodox Church, wi th 

the latter body. The creation of a governmental Counail for 

Affai rs of the Or thodox Church ia a similar indication . Al -
nr ', • 
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though this Council doubtless serves t o keep close watch over 

• the church, it also aids the church i n securing assistance from 

the government where t his i s needed. Recently a second and 

more impr essive Or thodox Council was held in Moscow at which 

Metropolitan Alexei was elected t o succeed the now deceased 

Patriarch Sergei. The elaborate setting of the Council and 

the presence of so many high Or thodox clergy from ot her coun­

tries, including two of the four Near Eastern Patriarchs and 

representati ves of t he others, clearly show that Soviet author­

ities pl an to continue working with the church, despi t e t he 

nearness of vict ory in the war agai nst Germany. 

For i t s part, the Russian Orthodox Church has sup­

ported t he Soviet Government in the war. It has off ered pray­

ers for victory, made substantial don~tions to the Red Army 

and the fami lies of service men, "and has sent numerous messages 

of loyalty to Stal in and the Soviet regime. .llthough a few of 

the Orthodox clergy in occupied ~eas have collaborated with 

the Germans, the majority of R~ssian churchmen have remained 

loyal t o the Soviet Government and have excommunicated those 

who si ded with the i nvaders . 

Although the Soviets officially make no distinction 

among reli gious denominations, they have obviousl y favored the 
D&CLASSJnFo 
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Orthodox Church and, even among the non-Orthodox groups , seem 

to regard some with less favor than others. The Soviet Govern­

ment appears to view the Catholic Church with great er disfavor 

than other religious groups. 'l'his is due ,in part to the Rus­

sian tendency to identify Cat holicism with Polish nationalism 

and in part to papal policy which, the Russians f eel, has con­

sistently opposed the Soviet regime and has usually favored its 

enemies. In the Baltic states some Catholic clergy have strong­

ly supported the Germans . Furthermore, the papal claim to su­

premacy in matters of faith and morals rlllls counter to the So­

viet demand for the full allegiance of its citizens . This 

papal position has been strongly attacked by the Russian Ortho­

dox Church with the support of Soviet authorities. Until re­

cently the Catholic Church seems to have had no seminaries or 

other educational institutions in the Soviet Union, and the 

Soviet press has given it no favorable publicity. Early in 

1944 the Pope stated that the position of the Catholic Church 

in the USSR had not changed for the better . 

Within the pre-1939 boundaries of the USSR there are 

comparati vely few Catholics . On the other hand, with the l ib­

eration of the Baltic statee, the foroer Polish terri tory of 

western White Russia, and the western Ukraine, the number of 
tl 
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• Catholics has greatly increased and the position of the Catholic 

Church in the USSR will grow in importance . From sources hostile 

to the USSR have come nuuierous unsubstantiated accounts of the 

killing or exil~ng of Catholic clergy in Lithuania. If such acts 

have occurred, it seem.a probable that the cl ergy in question suf­

fered, not because they were Catholic priests, but because they 

collaborated 'll'ith enemies of the USSR. Recently there have been 

signs of a more friendly Soviet attitude toward the Catholic 

Church. In addition to Stalin 's promise to Father Orlemanski 

not to persecute it , the Moscow press has reported t he estab­

lishment of cordial relations with the Catholic Archbishop of 

Vilna. The government Counci l on Affairs of Religious Cults 

has outlined the present status of the Catholic Church in such 

a way that it appears to be little inferior to that of the Or­

thod.ox. It is doubtful, however , whether the Papacy will be 

satisfied with the amount of Catholic education ail.owed or with 

the extent of communication permitted with the Vatican . 

Whil e l ittl e is known concerning several of the less 

important denominations in the USSR--the Ol d Bel ievers, Pro­

testant sects, and the Jews--they have all proclaimed t heir 

loyalty to the Soviet regime during t he present conflict . The 

Armenian Church of the USSR also has developed excellent rela­

tions with Soviet auth~fities, and its members, aided by 
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Armenians living outside the USSR, have aent a considerable sum 

to Stalin for a tank eolumn. Soviet lfoslems, like other reli­

gious groups, have supported the national eause with fervent 

messages of loyalty to Stalin and with donations of money. The 

Soviet Government, in return, has permitted them to strengthen 

thei r organizations, has encouraged the reconciliation of the 

Shiite and SWlnite factions , ~nd in 1944 permitted the first 

pilgrimages from the USSR to Mecca. 

In addition to its contribution to national solidarity, 

current Soviet religious policy has proved advantageous to the 

conduct of Sovie t foreign affairs. In western Europe the Soviet 

rapprochement with religious groups has reassured hesitating 

friends and has weakened the argUl!lents of enemies. In the Or­

thodox lands of southeastern Europe the restoration of the Rus­

sian Orthodox Churoh has greatly strengthened the influence 

which the USSR wields by virtue of Slavic kinship and mili tary 

might. Soviet political influence in the Near East has also 

been furthered, not only among Orthodox Christians but also 

among various minority religious groups, which have shown signs 

of turning to the Russian Church for support. Moreover, Soviet 

friendliness to lloslems in the USSR has doubtless impressed many 

M:oslema abroad. 
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Despite the advantages of the new Soviet religious 

policy and despite indications that Sovi et authorities plan 

to continue working with religious organizations after the 

war, i t appears probable that the USSR will attempt to l imit 

the future growth of religion by an intensification of scien­

tific education. More drastic measures are unlikely to be 

used. The majority of believers in the USSR are among the 

older generation and the peasantry. All the older people die 

and the peasants come increasingl y under the influence of 

urban l ife, religion in the USSR may gradual ly decline . 

• 

_J)~ 
William J . Donovan 

Director 
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Ol"l"ICE 01" STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASH INGTON, D. C. 

Miu Grace Tully 
Tbe White Bouse 

Dear Miss Tully: 

11 April 1945 

SRET 
CONTROL 

Would you be good enough to place the 

attached report before the President, as I believe it 

will interest him. 

Enclosure . 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~-t; 
G. JrAward Buxton 
Acting Director 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WA8HINGTON, D. C. 

11 April 19.45 

S&&HET 
~pCONmOL 

11.EMORANDUll FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

An OSS representative bas transmitted the following 

information , reportedly sent to the Vatican on 6 April by 

Lorenzo Tatewaki Toda, the Apostolic Delegate in Yokohoma: 

Tatew.ald. Toda, who is a member of a Japanese princely 

family and related to the Emperor, proposes to call on the 

!lnperor in order to nco'!11'ort him with the certain hope that 

the Holy See will not abandon its attempt at mediation" of 

the war in the Pacific , Tatewaki Toda believes that the pre­

sent is the most favorable moment to conquer the intransigence 

of the extreme militarists in the interests of a peaceful solu­

tion to the war. Be promises as soon as possible to send the 
r 

Holy See a set of conditions which it may judge acceptable to 

the Anglo-Americans, and he beseeches the Pope to pray that 

Japan's rulers may become convinced of the necessity of an 

honorable peace. 

VESSEL 84-a 
Report of 9 April 1945 

~~bi;; 
G. Edward Buxton 
Acting Director 
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