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COORDI NATOR OF INFORMATION 

October 23, 1941 

Dear Miss Tully: 

I "" re turning herewit h the 

r eleMe cover ing t he 30-point proe;rrun . llany 

thllllks . 

Enclosure 

Mias Grace Tully 

The l'bi t e House 



KD 

Secr e tary of State , 

Wnshington . 

481 , OctobEr 15, 7 p . m. 

GRAY 

Zurich 

Da t Ed OctobEr . 151 1911 

Rec ' d . G: 07 p . rn . 

There foll ows in translation " the program of 

thE llationnl REich 1 s Church of Germany" which has 

co~e into my possession f rom an absolutely rcliatle 

sourcE . This program emanates from the intiraate 

circle of Alfred Rosenberg and I ar.i informed that 

practically nothinG i s kno\m of it abroad, it 

havinr; arrived in Switzerland only few days ago 

trustworthy channe l s . ThE influEnce of RosEnberg 

s reported to be 0:1 the increase due to the turn 

of' the Russian cru:1paign. 

The 30 poi nts of the proar ru:'I fol l or1 : 

First . The Hntional Reich ' s Church of Germany 

(herE:inafter call ed the N. R. and r epresented in 

this t cle:;rwn by the symbol "N" ) . 

Catccorice.l l y claims the exclusive right and 

the exclusive power to control all churches within 

the borders of the Reich ; it declares thc:ie to be 

national churches 
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national clrnrchEs of thE Gtrnian Rtich . 

SEcond . Tht Gtrman ptoplt must not srrvE thE N. 

?ht ?l is absolutrly and exclusively in the strvicE 

of but onE doct;.-inE : racE and nntion . 

Th:'..rd . ThE fii:ld of activity of thE ll •1ill i:x­

pan~ to thE linits of Otrrnany 1 s tErritorial and 

colonial possE ssio11s . 

Fourth . '.i:::t !! dot s not .torct nny Gt1-nan to SEEk 

nE~~btr s'.1ip t11trEin . The :·1 \'1ill do rvt r ythin3 within 

::.ts ;:>owEr to stcu.rE tht aC.:1tr~ncE of EVEry Gi:rnan soul . 

OtilEr churcht s or sil.1ilar coiµrnuni tits and unions 

particl:larly such as art unCEr inti::rnationnl control 

or 1~nnagn1c11t cm;not and shall not b E tolrre.t,Ed in 

Gtr 1:iny. 

Fi fth . Tht li is dctrrnintd to rxttrninatr 

irrcvocc.bly nnd by i:vtr:; mi:: nns thi:: str c.n3t c.nd f ortii:;n 

christian faiths importtd into Gcrr.inny ~n tllt ill-

OlolEnCd ytar $00 . 
'· 

Sixt~1 . Tlu: cxistint: chiu-c;1rs may aot ".:>t 

r.rc;11tEcturnlly alttrEd , c.a thEy i•tprc:sc:nt tr..r property 

ol' t:1i:: Gi:ruan no.t.:on , GEr . .1n11 cul tm•E :mu to :::. ctrto.in 

rxtE nt t :1E historical dEVElopnt nt of t!1E nation . /,s 

proptrty of thE Gc:r:>mn nrtion the y art :;ot onl;r to be 

vc.lucd but to b E prEstrvt~ . 

Stvt nth . 
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SEvEnt h . Th £ ll h o.s no scribEs , !)O.stors , cho.plnins 

01· pr1Ests but No.tiono.l RE1ch Oro.tors o.rE to spEak 

in 'i;hEm . 

Eight h . ThE II SErvicES nrc h£1CI. on ly in the 

EVEn1n~ and not in thE riorning . Ti1csE sErviccz ore 

tc tnl:E plc.cE ?n Saturck.ys wi tll solEmr. 1llwnino.tion . 

1:1nth . In t:1E n GErn&.n rnEn und v10-:iEn, GEri:mn 

youths c.nd r;J.rls riill <.Ck.."'!owl cdgE God o.nd his Et£rnnl 

works . 

TEnt!I . T'.1E N i rrEvoco.bl y strivEs for comp1E t£ 

union with thE stntE . It must obE'y the sto.tc o.s on£ 

of i ts sErvr.nt s . f\s such it dn.mncls that a l l lo.ndEd 

pos sc s sions of o.ll chlll'ch E s o.nd rE lii:;::.ous dcno1:1L'10.tions 

bE :1r.ndi:d ovi:r to thE sto. tr . It forbitis t:mt in 

futurE cllurchcs should SECt'.l'E O\'n1Ership of EvEn thE 

s i.:cllcst piECE of Grr~~::.n se11 or that such bE rvn• 

~i vEn bt'.ck to thEm. not t:1c church E s conquE r cmd 

cultiv:-.tE l ::md nnd soil but £Xcli.1sivEly thE German 

nt\tion, thE G£rmt~n stntE . 

E l Evrnt:1 . N oro.tors mny n£vEr bE those r:l~o 

todr.y E1~pht'.S1ZE wi t l1 ::.11 tl'iclrn a!'lC: cu..r\nir:e vrrbcll:;-

o.nc1 .:.n rrri t.:.nG t'1E nc cc J~ :'.. ty of ~.K·.intc- in!.nc end 

tc :·.chinG of christic:1:i tr in Gcr1~t'-"1Y ; t!1r:; no t only 

lie to tl,c;:isr lvc s but .'.!l:io to the Gcr~mn n ation 

tor.de d 
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c;oodEd by thEir l ovE of t~1E positions thEy hold cmd 

thE mtEEt brend thE:;" e:it . 

TwElfth . N orators hold o!'ficE , GOVErn.'11Ent 

off~ciols undEr Civil ServicE rules . 

ThirtE Enth . The I~ dEmands i mmEdic.tc cEssation 

of the publ ishinc om! c1.isscninotion of thr;; Bi ble 

in GErr.iany r.s well c.s thE publict.tion of Sunday pc.pers , 

p::.mphlets, puolicrtio:1e :-.ne. books or relit:;ious nc.ture . 

Fourtc E!'1th . 'l'hE ll J-:0.3 to td:E sever£ mE c.sure s 

il' 01'dcr to prcvEnt the Bible t.nd othEr christinn 

publicc.tions being importEd into Germany . 

FiftEEnth . The N dcclc.rc s tl1c.t to it , c.ncl 

t'i ereforE to t:1e Gerno.n nc.tion, it hns been dccidEd 

Fu.l\rer•s 111Jcin Kempf" is thE creotest of :ill 

c'ocunents . It is conscious that this book contc.ins 

not only the crE o.tc at , C'.11d that it cr.1bodiE :i thE 

purE st cmd true :it Ethics f or the prE !lr.nt c.nd 

i'\1ture lifE of ou:- nr.tion . 

Sl.x tci::<th . The !~ hC'.s ::::-.<le it its :ic.crEd duty 

to u::u: r.1 :;. it:; Energy to populnrizE t!iE coc tcrn:-.1 

"iiei ' J:=_..,pf" and to let EVEr:· Gcrncm livi: C'.nd coinplctE 

ilio life accordina to this book . 

Scve;:tcenth . The :: C:.cn.:mds th::1t furthEr Editions 

of this boo!: , wh::.tcvEr for~1 they may tn!cc", bE in 

contEnt 
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content r-.nd p:::.,-::;inntlor. omctlJ simil t.r t o t hE :irt s tnt 

populr.r cdi t ion . 

Ei~htE Enth . ThE H viill c l tar avi:::.y f rom its 

::l tt'r!: t'll c r ucifix !Jlur:::.l Bible 3 t'.nd pict1~rE s of 

St.int::; . 

ilincttEnth . C:1 t-ht a ! tt'rs t):erc r.rust bE nothing 

but "llein Kr~T,>f" , to the Gcr:-:~•.:i nation c-.nd thtrt!'orE 

to Cod t'.1t :1o::t !lacr cd boo!= C.:1d to the: left of the 

c.l t:i.r :\ Q\'/Ol~ci • 

T11cnti t th . Tht 11 spcn!: t rs r.1ust durinc Jl str vic cs 

propou:~il tlns bool: to the coni:;rq~ntion t o the bE :Jt 

o: t;;icir lmo11lcclc::;t and cbil ity . 

':'11ent:;- fir3t . Th!: ;· docs not c.clmo\/lt cl;;E for -

.:;· VC"'1£33 of sins . I t rtprt!lcr.ts tilt str.ndpoir.t 

•.L ... ch it 11111 r.lwnJ's procl:::.in t:1:i.t c. sin oner 

co;-c.1ittcC:: 11ill '.:>E :·uthl1: ssly punished br the honorrblt 

r"'l( .J.ndtstr11ctiblt l ::m!; of .1:::.turc r .. nd punizffi.1n: t ·;1ill 

folJ.011 duri:1s t he siruier ' s lift ti:1e . 

'l'1·1cn t y- oecond . ?ht 1; rcpudiC\tEs the christening 

of Ctrnc.n children pe1•ticul ca• l y t 11c chriott ni1~~ wlth 

wr.tr.l' , id t:1c Hol y Gllos'.; . 

'l.'.:C.ity- t:1ird . ?•~E prrer.ts of n chilC. (or if c. 

nc": bcr, c!lild) ::ru:;t o .. l~· t::J:e t:1e Gcr.~n o:::.ti:. before 

t!1c :--.1 tr.!~ \1:1~cl1 ic \!O:"c!ctl ns follo\10 : The o an : 

" In thE nt'~iE 

' 
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n l !l th£ n:unr o.:' Cod I t ~.!C'E thi:i Hcl;?' o::. t h th:i t 

I t::r r :-.thrr of thi!l child, :ma ny ·:1i!'r , nrr 01· 

Pl'OVE11 Aryc.1: de ocent . Ao ('. !'nthr r I c,gr r c to brin8 

up ti1is c:1i l d in thE 0 c rl.tC'.r: :::;:>irit and cs n n crnbrr 

cf ~~·~E Gci•rn:m r t.C E 
11 

• 

'i'hr ·.1on::-.r. : 11 In tllr nc.:.1r or God :;: t o.kc this 

!!ol y oc.t :1 thc.t I (r.o.r.!c ) b orE my lrn:ibc.nd c. chil d r.nd 

t:tct r.1:' husbc.:1cl i- t:1r fr.t:icr or thi!l child c.nd that 

I its r.:ot~ El' c~ 1 of provr::i P.r-:;r:.n d£ sc£nt . /\n n 

· 1cthrr I s-1r :>.r to brine up ';!.is child in the Gr r: i:m 

::pirit :-.ncl r.s "· 1irmbrr of t hr Oer11c.n ~-ocE" . Thr 

Gr:-1.:r.a d iplon::l c:-.n only br issl~Ed tc nc~;ly bor n 

'i'l':Enty- f ourt:1 . T!1r J:l c.boli3ilES con!'ir::1ation 

a:1d r<liGious cduc('.tion :-.s ·;1cll c.s the cor.m:tu1ion 

t'.1£ rcl.!.(~io1.4c. prepc.rc.t~on for the ccr.nunio:1 . T.'IE 

Eci-"CC'.tioi~c.l i nstitution:i ::ire c.ne. rciic.in t h e fnr.1ily, 

t!1r s c:1ools, the GcrnC'J1 ycut'.1 , the Hitler youth, 

:'~ic' t~1£ Union of Grr r.mn i:;irl:i . 

·i',.1£!".ty- _-if.th . I~ . ordrr ti~c.t :;chool Gr:-.C.u::itio1! 

o:? our Clci•mC'.n youth b£ ;; i v r r. r.r. c opccinl l y sol rm.>'I 

c::c.•·:.ctcr :Ul !: r.mst j"UI. t:1er.isclvr !l c.t the dispo3nl 

of IJC:.'l ;c.n youth , thr ::1tlEr youth t'.nd ti1c Union of 

\Jill bE 
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\all bE on thE Prid:iy bEforE EastEr . On this dny 

t: 1E lE::.CEr3 Of thE SE or t;:::.n!.zc. tions EXClUS i VE ly l\IC\y 

::lpE ::t!C • 

T·.;E nty- six . ThE r.1nrric.ai: ci:ri::1on~ of GErr::m 

n c:: end vror.:En will c o.-:sist of t:lkinc; tu""'! o:::.th of 

fc.i t!1ful nE ss C'.lld p l ac i:1::; thE rii:;ht hc.nd on thE s-.ior d . 

T:11:rE '.!ill not bt :::.n; =.-.iorthy knti:lint; in ll cErcnor.1Es . 

T·::Enty- SEVEi1. Tlu: ii clE cl~rEs thE t i:nt h d:-.y bi: ­

forE \'/hit Sund::.:; to bE tLE n::.tiono.1 holid::.y of thE 

C- c r:::.:.\r1. !':-J"1ily . 

T11n1t~·-Eight . 'J.'h: 1i r E j ccts t•1e: cuuto;·1a::-y c1::-.7 

cf pr::.;;'Er r.11d n.t om:ni:nt . It de 10 . .nds that this bE 

trnnsfe:rrEd to thE holid:i7 c or.u.1Encrr.t1ne thE l c.y1:1g 

of t:ir foundntion stoi:E of thi: N. 

':'\1i::1ty- ninE. Thi: ii r1ill not toli:rr.tc thE 

E stc.blishi:iE!:t of o.ny m:r1 cl i: ricnl r El iGiou:i i :1si:·nio. . 

Thi rt~ . On thE dr.y of 1 ts foundntion thi: 

Christinn cros s nust bE rE1.1ovEd fror.1 all churchEs , 

c ::>.thi:drr.ls :-.:1tl cllc.pi: l:: \7ithi n t hE Reich end its 

c ol or.ii: n r.ncl i t :iuat '!)i: supi:rsEdEcl by thi: onl:• 

U.""'lconquc•::.blE S)<:~ol of 0Er ::?c.ny tlli: 11 llo.l:cn :J-cvz 11 • 

·.t:C 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dacember 2J, 1941. 

llEMOIWiDU1£ FOR 

BILL DONOV.U 

I have yours ot Dece:nber 22.nd, 

6 P.K., 1n regard to or1an1z1nc 

guerrilla warfare of two types. 

I want you t o take this up with 

Mr. Churchill and find out whom 

we should work with 1n England 

toward this end. 

F. D. R. 

DECLASSIFIED 
Uy Deputy Archi vis t of t he U.S . 

19
73 

JAN 24 By W. J. Stewart Date ___ _ 



PS F. OSS. (""" ~ .; .. u ... • ,,, 

TH& WHITE HOUS• ~ 
WA8HI NOTON V ~ 

March ~ • 194:S. 

1r: ·on.,:rnu:t ron 

o·~:r:nAJ.. WAT!10?f: 

'.lt ll y ou a.rrnnf""' tor me to 

"nn 1'11 l Donovnn ~<Mo t l no nt t er I 

r 4! t urn f rom llyt\o Pnr k? 

P . D.R. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERV ICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

Febr u? r y 23 , 1 9~3 

HE:.:oRA:rnm.: TO THE PRES I DENT 

FRO:. : WILLI ,,:~ J . OOi:ov Ali 

Gr 2ce Tu ll y h2~ t old ffie th?t you 
wi 11 Pee me . 

Durin~ t~e~e p~Rt :nont~~ I h•ve 
he!'i ta t eel to encroci ch u")on your crowd ed d?YR . . . 
':'hiP co irs'O' ( ho .. ·evPr excellent t he [.lOtive) hP.s 
~erhrpR f Ai l ed to keep you A.Mr' Ye of t he mpnne r 
in \"hi ch '"e h?ve beP!'l e!"ldccvorint; to fulfi 11 
thP rPRponPi bi litieP you i;;ive UP . 

I would li~e to tell you ~bout 
the Re ACt ivitiP~ . 

Ttough I h~ve Peen ?rticleP in 
thP pr PP~ to the cont rar y , thiR Orgpni•rtion 
'1.n!' no C'UPrrPl •:•i t!'l O\'i! . I t ~P r.ot true tn:ot 
We hPVe in ciny Wry inVPded thf' province Of 0~ ! . 

( 1) . We co not dupli cp.te thei r 
Pctivity in thP opPn ' ro,r trndp ?S!i~nPd to t he~ 

'by your Directive . WP do not noRPeR!" either 
f'OUi!):nent or ?erf'on;.el to do "'UCh ···ork . I n feet, 
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we h?ve not thui:: f ?.r even s ecured ? 11 t !'le 

eqni r>mAnt nec eseary to oper o.te in t he fie l d of 

bl 2ck subversi on - rn ;- ren? in whi ch OWI h?R 

?..h ·r<ys di scl;~. imed ?ny inter est . 

( ? ) . I sui;;pect t h:i t co::fu~i on 

he~ l"ris Pn beCl"UP e t he wor d 11pPyChOlo;i cpl'' h~ q 

been ViVPn c i ffer t>n t !t: e?nings by differ ent 

Ame ricl"n Pn d Eni;li t h <?.gencieP . ThP. U.S. Chief!'l 

of Sta f f !12ve use~ t he ··•or d in t !'!P ~P.ner? l 

ser:se e::m l oy ee by tr.e GPr::.?n "nd o t !". er Conti !len t a l 

? r mies :>.s ;- pplyin,: to pll unor thodox met?lods . 

They c11 l l t hiP 1·re<1., on of wprf Pr e ps :,1ch0l0gic0 l 

onl y bec;-uPe of tte eff ect produced r ? t her t h?n 

as r des c r i pt ion of t he ~ernr em,l oyP.d . 

( 3) . I n t !'le <;ubver <; i ve f iel d of 

unort hodox t·1< rfr r c '"e do not i mpi!1£P upon the 

r.ss i t;n ed functi o!'l!' of Pny ot her a [:;ency . The 

J oint Chi t>fs ~? de a thorouch i noui r y i nto our 

or~Afli il"t i on Pnd i s s ued <' Direct i ve c le? r l y 

l imiti.ne our c11 t i es ;1 i thin ou r :> sr i gned f i eld . 

( !.. ) . I hr ve he? r c! t h?t r 

<;ugv.ePtion hM; beP!'l m::> de t hrt you con <- i de r 

t r l"nsferr i n ~ t h i P A~Pncy to t he ~~ r De~Pr tment . 
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':'hlr\ ,.,011ld, in oy opi nion , dl!"rurit l)Ur URefu l ­

r.rc-~ . You ePr l y recogni .. ,.c! t h· t h'r , .. or k 

coi;lrl i'>t live If it ·-err burl•~ In th~ :oac!l inery 

of t' r~p t dia:>:i.rtlt"'nt. . You P~'loo" t.h .. t 1 t ruct ?" ...... ve 

elbo·• r?O~ rnd :. .. Ce ur :'In At."nc/ o!" t";.e :01nt 

::1':!tr~ or St~ff . 

The Joi nt Cb!PfP ohou l ~ hr.ve • vrry 

:•cillt;· '"'lllcb crn effPctively rlc tnc,, . ;1e 

rrp "'f'"'..-rec' to ~.ct for thP:- in uni') tr1odox · 1p-.r~,..re 

t:.ro'J""l'l ., f~r-flung net of or ·rnl "'err '"'nd :ir.ezt. !" 

t.~r?U''hout the the?ter '!; .. - - eo::ct">t !"or t?:r. :so::ent 

in tt.• Sou:h P•cl:lc . 

Our C?.'1nectionr ···itt •Jndcri;roi:nd 

chr-nn~ l ,. "i l l , P(> .h~~ ::"l rP"c!Y b('tn de!llonrtrttPd , 

co11nt h<'rvl ly '"hrn inv,..~ionf' rrr rPPdy . 

To r1Pru~t ~uch ~1 .. n~ ~t ~hi!" 

o~e~t ··ould , I bPli°'' .... , bet' v"lu~ ·let t;1ft ~o 

I no,e ::ou 1•111 PX'"'t:.lnf"' thr ~ttu~tio!'l 

·n~ "•re,·trtn tie t r uth . 

I cnt lct;iPtP thr ll riv!lere of t Pl k!nr, 

Ht th you ""On. 

13.: Pl . 



, 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, 0 . C. 

I f ~·oti :.l.!r.:: ~.Ir .. h?·1ld ~e 

.. -1.cbd t' :::e ?rf'"'ic!rr.t t" .. i- • tr.h" br!'o e 

&d._ . 

... 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

!: 4'~ 
Cof~"' 

WASHINGTON. 0 . C . 

May 7, 1943 
J 

DlCLASSlf!J:D c IA -
BY 11utboritY of~ 

FROM: William J . Donovan 

z_z._ -_Q()7(g SEP 101974 (§A,\ _ Dsto ___ _ 
,., __ ,.JU~W.--

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

As part of our staff in North Africa we 
have Captain Franklin Holcomb , son of the Commandant 
of Marines , as Assistant Naval Attache to the Tan­
gier Legation acting on our behalf at Fez . In the 
course of that work he has had considerable· contact 
with Moslem elements who have been helpful to us in 
collecting intelligence. 

Through the confidence of the Moslems in 
him they suggested that he should meet the Sultan in 
secret. This he has avoided until he could receive 
instructions from here. 

' 
Yle •have called him back for consultation 

and before his departure certain spokesmen of the 
Nationalist Party asked if he would see the Sultan 
and secretly bear a letter in answer to your letter 
to the Sultan. 

This he was able to avoid, but it has been 
stressed with him by the Moslem groups that the Sul­
tan was eager to have secret communi cations with the 
President of the United States. In view of the deli­
cate situation there 1 felt that nothing should be 
done except to call t his directly to your attention 
f or your advice and instruction. 

/;1,~c;I~ 
William ;;. Donovan 

Di rector 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 13, 1943 . 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE: 

Will you let the Yugo slaTian 

Minister know the contents ot this 

memorandum, in con.t1dence, and then 

please return tor my t1lee7 

F.D.R. 

t.'.emo r a ndum t o the Presi dent , 5-11- 43 , f rom 
':Im . Donova n , Office of Strategic Servi ces , 
·g iving repor t , i n repl y to Presi dent ' s mem 
5-10 - 43 r e desi re of t he Yugosl a v ~i ni ~ter 
t hat concentrated f ood now in Cairo be 
deliver ed t o Yugos l avia . 



THE WHITE HOUS 

WASHINGTON 

May 10, 1940. 

MEMORAN·DUH FOR 

HON ~ ' ·i.i°ILLIA?·f OONOVAM 110 -
~· . <'i76b 

The Yugoslav ?-11n1et er 1s 
most a nx i ous (a ) that we get torty 
tons of concentra t ed foo d no"' 1n Ca iro 'J..'}//;~ 
deliver ed ( I euppo~e by a ir to Yugo-
slavia ) a nd (b ) that l're establi sh :Ji. 
def1n1 t e 11a 1son trr1 th M1ohaelov1ch . J( 

I undernt a nd Br1t1sh oontacte are in 
eff ec t and t hat they have ten officers 
i n Yugo s lavi a . 'l e ohould not croes 

1t11res 1;1th t hem but t he Ambaesa C.or 
t hinks 1 t t.toulcl be good if we coul d 
rre t one o:t'f'1cer 1nt o 8er't;1a • • 

F' . D. R. 

No papers accompanied the original of this 
memorandum to Col. Donovan. 
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I " 
I TH£ UNDER SECRET-ARY OF S TATE 

WASHINGTON 

Vay 17 , 1943 

' ~ 1 

143' dear Mr. Presidents 

In accordance with the request contained in your 
memorandum to me of May 13, I have inton11ed the Yugo­
slav Ambassador of the contents of Colonel Donovan •a 
memorandum to you of May 11, The Ambassador has asked 
me to communicate to you his gratitude in the name of 

his Government f or th& helpful action which baa al­
r eady been taken. 

In accordance with your request, I am returning 
Colonel Donovan's memorandum to you herewith tor your 
files, 

Believe me 

Enc . 

The President , 

The White House. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEG IC SERVICES 

WASH INGTON, D. C. 

DICLASSl TtED 
87 Author 1 ly or_,.C."'l..cA,_ _ _ 

!lay 11, 1943 

In response t o your ~ecorandwn of !Aay 10, 1943, 

regarding the desi re of the Yugoslav Minister that con­

centrat ed food now in Cairo be delivered to J ugoslavia, 

and that lia i son be est ablished with Cene:ral l.!ihailovich, 

I am able to report that the following s t eps have already 

been taken. 

1. On Uay 4, 1943, our repres entat i ve in Cai ro cabl ed 

that (a) the distr ibut i on of food has defini t ely been pl anned 

and will be carried out when arrangements are compl et ed wit h 

the Theater ; (b) that the Theater Co1<mander has been :requested 

to r equisition approx imat ely t wo hundred and eight y-four 

t ons of dehydrated food , at present io the possess ion of 

OSS, in this count ry. We can have the food as socn as this 

requ i si t ion has been approved. 

2. Two OSS represent at i ves left yesterday for Cairo by 
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air, one of whom is to establish liaison with General 

Mihailovich in Serbia, and the other to be attached to 

the Partisans. Each of these men is fully trained in 

Intelligence and Subversive activities, is a qualified 

radio operator, and has the necessary language qualif i -

cations. 

I am requesting certain additional information from 

our representative in Cairo, which I shall t ransmit to 

you as soon as received. 

J 

. . · r~ ... ,. .. . 
• J • :"'.·' 1,~ :..• 11: . .u 
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TH I WHITE HOUSE 

WABHIHCiTOH 

June l?, 194.3 . 

BILL OON<TIAll : 

The Preeidont asks co to 

t hank you ever ao llrllOh ror your 

mo=ornndua ot June tourt ·eont h and 

to tell rou t~t he l s ver y muoh 

pleanat\ , 

G.G.T • 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, O. C. 

Jwie :U., 1943 

!ID&)RAllDUll FOR 'l1IE PBESimNJ' : 

,, 
; 

You may wish to be advised that1 

1. Wo hnve established contact ab1•oad with a 

number of Wldergrowid l abor orgMlzation 'Kit h 

networks •it.bin enecy and ene.11,)' occupied 

cowitriee--particularly the International 

Transport •orkers Feder ation ( ITF) . 

2. Tie havo also worked wi t h the Internat ional 

Federation of Trade Union• (I}~) which main­

t ains headquarters in London. 

J . Tia have bad the assistance here of the Rail­

•a, Labor Executives' AasociaUoo which co­

operates with the International Transport Worker s 

Federation • 

. ' 
C.I A 

~l_·-~.; 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

IJiss Grace Tully 
The 'Nh He House 
'liashln&ton, D. C. 

Juno 1.4, 19'3 

Dcnr Grace: 

Will you please see ihot this gets to 

the President? 

Sincerely, 

Gilliaa J . Donovan 
Di rector 



'' (0{ ·~1/ 1.117 I ..:1:' •,(,/ '.' / . 

if~ 
Auguat ie , 11M3, 

Dear John' 

Tho Pr&1l<\ent aeke4 •• to t.baft>t you ever 10 auoh t or that ••1"1 1n~re1t1ng 
oe-morand.wa vhloh 7ou • •nt lo hia. 

I t W&I n l ot to 101 1ou and Ir•na t)lo ot her nlp t and I ho~ we oan go t o­
gether ooon apln . 

Hy be1t w11hea t o you. 

Sl,no•r•I.y, 

Oraoo O, 1'11117 
Prl• ate 8eo.r9tAJ'"1 

Honorable John c. w11e1, 
ottloe ot Str&t es l o 9trT1011, 
'iaah1ngton, D. C. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
f WASH ING"TON, D. C • 

.J:1,, L j,) 
iv"f. ~ 

M1aa Orao e Tull7 
Secretary to the Prealdent '!ho 1'h1 to Houee 
Washington, D. o • 
Dear )Usa 'l\l1l;yt 

I am encloa1ng • note and a Jt.eJllO­

randwn . I WO\ll d bo deepl7 g:rat et\ll to you it 
you woul d have thee roaob the Pree1dtnt . 

Beat reprda , 

Your• eincet"ely, 

Enclosure a I 
I 
I 
I 



OFFICE OF STRATEG IC SER V ICES 
WASHINGTON, O. C . 

Auguat 11, 1943 

PERSONAL AllD 886!£! 

The President of the United Statea , 

The White House, 

Washingt on, D. c. 

Ky dear Mr. Presidents 

Since I served so l ong in Germany and 

Eastern Europe , including Moscow, I have suc­

cumbed to the urge t o write a memorandum. I 

hope you will forgive me for trying to 1n1'1ict 

it on you. 

Wi th beat regards, • 

Respect!'Ully and sincerely yours , 

~~~~ 
Enclosure 

SEI 0 1~74 
~=---



DllORANIJUJI 

OOiOIBBts Oll TBB JIOSOOW IWlfPBSfO TO OB:llllilY 

On July 12 and 1:'5 a Pr•• German COl!llli ttee bad -•ting• 

in Xo1oow. On July 21 a man1te1to to the German people ftl 

made publlo. 

1'h1• C~ttee i• built around the German eeotion ot the 

Camintern (Oommn1st International) "in dissolution". Among 

i te member• are tol'!ller Cc•mmnS et deputies ot the Reiob1tag 

who have long played leading r ole• in the B.xeoutive and Pre-

1id1Ulll ot the Cc:mintern. There are a great-grandeon ot Bi•­

marok, author• and a number ot Gel'?ll&D ottioers, non-oOlllll.1•­

sioned ortioers and soldier• among its :'53 a1gners. The com­
mittee bas been given Soviet prees, radio, and other taoi­

litiea. 

The manifesto , a brilliantly dratted docummt, addNs••• 

i ta elt in t .he popular front manner to the German people • It 

aaid, 1n subatmoe, that it the German people proved in good 

time that they want to be tree and eliminated Bitler, they 

oould deoide their own rate. The maniteato threatened that . 
J.nglo-Amerioan armies were at the gatea or Europe and that 

Germany could not hold out much longer. Arter exclaiming 

that Germany must not pariah, the manifesto declared that a 

mill tary defeat would mean dismembermmt and the end or Ger­

~· Germmy was then called upon t o tol'lll a strong, im• 

pl acable dmnocraoy, having nothing in conmon with the Weimar 
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republic. It lhould recall German arm.le• to the Reich'• 

trootiera. abandon oonque•ta, and then embark on peace nego­

tiatiom. thua pla cing Ge~ on m equal tooting w1 th other 

nation• . The llA111teato •Poke ot the r e•toration ot private 

property. the puni1hment or the gull t:r. treedom ot 8P ••oh, 
right or ••••lllb~, and a number ot other democratic privileges. 

Amnesty wa1 prom.lied tor Ill Hitlar adherents who renounced 

him in good tiae and Joined the movement tor Free Germ.m7. 

On AUg\lat 6• PRAVDA. ottioial Co111111UJ1i1t Party organ, re-

proved the u . s. and Great Brit&Ui tor tailure to observe 

their pledge• to open a 1econd tront . 

otticial eaanationa trom Koaoow have revealed resentment 

over Anglo-Amer.I.can intention• to work out the peaoe 1ettle­

ment 1n Europe. ho1tilit:y to an:y project tor federation of 

am.all European atatea. and a determination to 1naiat on the 

1.Dq>ortaice of Russi•'• role i n the political tuture ot the 

continent . 

To prepare tor the tuture, Soviet polic7 is being directed 

towards Hungar:y; Poland (with a Polish Committee built on the 

11tructure ot the old Polish Section of the Comintern) ; the 

5 counties ot n:dhern Iran; a revival of Pm- Slaviam (which 

baa been centered around th• ill-Slav Congress) ; 8J)e oill 

relations with Czechoslovakia; support ot the YUgoalav 

Partisan•; and, tinllly, the Free German7 movement . 

' The Free German manite11to wa11 no 1pontaneous gesture. It 

was not mere repartee to th• Roosevelt-Churchill Jo1nt Keasage 
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to the Italians. Stalin•a speeches and a number ot inspired 

articles and developments over the last nine months give a 

pattern. Between the Xreml1n, the Politbureau and the 'Oomin­

tern there la political planning ot the highest order; the 

manifesto and the studied gl'Wllbling over the second tront re-
' tleot this planning• 

Great Britain --

Britiap policy towards Russia has undergone violent gyra­

tions. In 19~9 Great Britain hoped tor a military alliance. 

During the Winter War (tirat Pinno-Soviet conflict) Great 

Britain was on the verge ot hostilities with Russia. Attar 

June 22, 1941, the Red Army became a priceless ally.. How, 

Br! ti sh t hought is divided. The Bri t1ah people are warmly 

gratefUl to the Soviet Union. Churchill and many military 

leaders, on the other hand, feel mistrust and premonitions, 
I 

while the influential Eden-Foreign Ottloe line on Russia pur-

sues the cautious way, that of realism. This real191D. is rem­

iniscent of pre-Munich appeasement. 

The United States --

The united States, attacked, seeks to win the war on 

the battlefield, in the air and on the seas. '!'hie policy has 

been compromised by new elements in the equation. The war has 

become more and more politioalJ and in wars ot coalitions the 

strains and atreasea appear, either as defeat approaches --
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th11 i1 alread7 the 011e with the A.xii, or when rlotor7 i1 

in 1 ight, whioh i1 now the oaae w1 th Ruaaia and her al.lies. 

The Soviet Union --

Soviet pol.107 i1 a continuation or traditional Russian 

polic7 but with new slogans, both quieting and al.arming. 

Ruaaian polic7 is, at the same tillut, isolation11t and expan-

aioniat. 

The Kremlin suspec ts the Western d-ooraciea or desiring 

a mutual "bleeding white" or Geriuny and Rusaia and wilhing 

t o 1.mpoae an Anglo-American peaoe 1n terma or a oordon sanitaire. 

Wr1111gel, Deniken and Kolohak remain as near to the Rusaim 

memor7 ·aa Wil1on and Perah1ng stand to us. 

ilao, Bolabevik i deoloQ enter• the picture , aa the bitter 

coating or the Ruaaian pill. The Thirteenth Plenary Session 

or the ExeoutiTe Coaaittee or the Colll.intern and the VII Con­

gress ot the Comintern (193• and 1935) gaTe the last ottioial. 

manifestations or the pattern or the proletarian reTolutian • . 
These manifestations are, in adequate part, a matter or pub­

lio record. Th•J" haTe never been repudiated. Comintern 

leaders, active 1n l~• and 1935, are now leading the ag­

gressive moves o r Russian intervention i n t o Europe. It it 

ii argued that Russia baa abandoned ideal.illll and world re't'o­

lution t or national.ism, it is disquieting to have the Oomin­

tern meohcism adroitlT emplo7ed tor Russian expansion, an 

expansion to whioh visible 11.m.1ts h a't'e not been place d , 11 not 



rea~auring. 

Bitler in JIEIN KAKPP and •1th threatening speeches 1'&l'Ded 

the world ot danger tor yeara. Great Britain and France. did 

not heed the warning. Sortet doctrine, too, 1.• availabl.e to 

the studmt as a waming. So 1s Russian history. We kno• 

Germany now as the result ot t•o costly wars. This is C1UJ' 

second war as an ally or Russia. But we continue to be either 

emotion.al or contused when we consider the u.s.s.R. 

To recapitulate: 

The manifesto and Soviet complaints about the lack ot a 

second front require analysis. 

Although the Soviet union is sutfering grievously fran 

a war unparalleled in caaual1t1es and destruction, the Soviet 

mill tary situation is at this moment peculiarly favorable. 

Soviet complaints over the second front, theretore, do not 

stem from the same dire need for mill tary succor that ex1 sted 

a year ago. 

The manitesto and its timing ~,of course, primarily 

political. It 1a the opening gambit for a peace move. Our 

"failure" to open a second front could provide the allb1 •. The 

peace proposition conveyed to th& Germans by the manifesto 

is an alternative to "unconditional surrender" that might be 

more seductive to many Germans. We, with "unconditional 

surrender", do not even give Germany an assurance of protect­

ion from the vengeance of the conquered peoples, an assurance 
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that ia illlpllcit in the Soviet proposal. 

Pi eld llarsha1 Jt'Utuzov, who was camn•nde.r-in-chiet against 

Bapoleon, is once again a national hero in Russia; a new 

Soviet decoration is rumaed atter him. He discovered in 

October, 1812, that it was better not to crush Bapoleon ainoe 

Ru111ia' s ally, Engl.and, would, he thought, be the only one to 

gain . His idea was aimple, t hat Xapoleon had learned hia les­

son; he would never agai.n be a danger t o Russia, and it he 

could retonn his legiona 1n Prance , be might then be able to 

cope w1 th the British trom whose in1qu1 ties Russi a so l ong 

had sut tered. 

J(arahal Stalln, llke J(arahal Jtutuzov, may now think that 

Hitler will never again be a danger t o Russia; that the Ger­

mana might be useful i n curbing the iniquities or t he Engllab 

(and or the Americana, t oo) , and that a MOSCOW-Berlin Axis 

might be the answer to t he. Jtremlln' • prayer (with, or course, 

the center ot balance heavily i n the Eaat) . 

It Germany makes a deal with J(oscow and withdrawa to her 

frontiers, it must be noted that the Reich wou ld be deprived 

ot Rumanian oil, Balkan mineral• and t oodstutrs and would be 

completely encircled. Germany woul d then be subject t o t he 

full toroe ot Soviet preaaure. In other worda , frOlll the moment 

that auch an agrel!llllent was carried out, Koscow could alwaya 

e:xaot anything desired ot Berlin unless we and the British 

rushed to the aid ot th• Reich, wh i ch ia unthinkable at thia 

time. 



A llOSOOW-Berl1n Alda, notw1 thatand1Dg war-wearine••, 
would be more formidable than t h • Berlin- Ran• a1igiment ever 
waa. A• a counter-poise, the Briti sh Ialea would be inadequate. 
our position would becane untavorabl• . 

SoTiet political p]•nn1zig ia both daring and pru~ent . TbAI 
Xrnllln is as yet c0llllll1.tted to noth1.ng. The Free · German trial 

' 
balloon could be quietl;r abandoned, or the Free German Can­
m1 ttee, and other o0111111ittees, too, could become the spearhead 
ot the new Europe. 

Alnerioan Policy --

Anler1 oan policy i n this war is difficult to formulate. 
'l'his is l&l'gely because it is so very simple. It is not adhes­
ive to popular appeal or even understanding. This deriTee 
trom the negatiTe tact that the Uhited States was 1n grave 
danger and was attacked. We did not go t o war: war came to ua. 
The United States desires only a relatiTely decent worid with­
out oonatant reourrence ot 111111tar;r aggression, oppression and 

conquest. Each or t hese simple ooaoepta may go askew i t , in 
the process ot defeating Germany, we are maneuvered into aiding 
and abetting the rape ot large parts ot ~ope by, another and 
singularly s1m1la.r European power. 

Conoluai onat 

'1'he ai tuation i s still tluid. The preaent war has long 
been toreaeen by the Ocamanist Party. The methods ot •Xploit• 
1ng it have been ioaretully studied (~State Department 
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arohi•••). • At pre1ent, •• taoe the dangerou1 paradox ot 
having our poll tioal authority on the Continent ot Europe 
dim1ntlh While our m1llt&J7 1trength ie notabl1' a1oendant. 
Attack trom the air and the de1truot1on ot great Gennan 

oi tie• are wounding Gm-man,-. •ow, onl7 Russia has land arm1e1 
to r.tr1eve the tallen game. 

OUr poeitiC111, namely, concentration on the military task 
ot winning the war, llll.et be re-interpreted poll tioally. The 

Russians are not Y'et irrevooabl7 ca-11ted t o a line ot pollc7; 
nei ther are the Germana. The Br1 ti sh oan be intluenced it -
adopt a strong and positive line. We have vast strength. rt 
exerted politically, it can still save the United States tl'Oll 

fighting a great and costly war merely to have achieved the 

intolerable end or permanent mobilization. 

rn th11 war both German7 and Russia have produced great 
m1li t&rY" surprises . We must be tull7 prepared against poli ti-, 
cal surprise• equally enormous. rt suoh a surprise ehould be 

a union ot Russian imperialism with Com.intern revolutionary 

technique, joined w1 th German 11111 tar,- and economic compe­

tence, the result would be d1ttioult to handle. Ruseian­

German collaboration is not as tantastic as it sounds. rta 

roots go baok to Bismarck, even to Frederick the Great. Atter 
Rapallo and again after the Ribbentrop-Molotov agreement, 
there was e1'teoti ve German-Russian collaboration. Each oountr,­
now has a m1litar,- elite, each a great bureauorao7, industry 



ia managerial. and proletarianization ia no stranger to the 

ReichJ JM>HO't'•r• 1featern demoorac7 ia waore lncompatibh w1 th 

the Soviet a,.atem than that ot another totalitarian atate. 

'l'bua. elements ot attini ty already exist between them. 'l'h9 

hatreds ot war in Europe paaa quickly into h1ator,-. Rapallo 

came aoon atter Brest L1 to....ic. 

Suggested Linea ot Action: 

(l) Formulate a clear-out, long-term policy. 

comprising maximum and m1n1Jll.Dll peace aims. 

(2) Presa the British into alignment. 

(3) Avert a situation where we might be im­

pelled to "outbid" the Russians. or where Germany 

ooul.d play one ally ott againat the other. 

(4) Limit the doctrine ot •unconditional sur­

render" to "Ritlerit• GermanT'· Jfo -tter bow un­

desirable. it is made neoeaaar,- by the tact that 

llr. Stalin has already done this. 

(~) Expedite the setting up ot a second .tront 

in aa great toroe aa possible - but in the Balkans. 

where it could beat intluenoe both the course ot 

the war. diplomatic relations with the Jtreml1n. and 

the peace to come. True, a Balkan .tront ia dittioult; 

perhaps it ia 1.mpoaa1ble. It ao. we must. ot course. 

give up the pr oject, but it it ia merely ver,- dit'tioult 

but not impossible, we must by all means set up the 

Balkan tront. An invasion ot France and the Lowland• 
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would gl• • ua no pollt1oal. t.utborlty in oentral and 

•••tem B\lrope . On.17 a •uoo• • • tu.l .t.ngl,o...J.aerioM 1.D• 

n aton ot eout.he a 1 tern Europe oan g l ff u. a real Yo1ce 

int he ..,-entual peaoe t ettleamt. To t lT oa the aide 

ot auppoaed oautton 1n l"et.oh1.D,g the b1ator1o deolal oo 

on what to do now a..ight t tOH U,J> the g.N.•eet den.gor e 

tor Ui. tuturo • 

(6) Ee op Germany oriented to tho Weat and pre­

vebt bor turning Beat. 

(7) Lea ve not hing undone t o rtaeaure the K.remlln 

or contl.DuJ.ng An.gl o - Amerioan 1u.pport, pol1t 1oal &nd 

eoonomio , 1n a p.eaco • ithout oonqu.01t . 

Suc.h lloee ot action, it' pr<Qptl7, 1k1lltull7 , and re­

aolutel7 pursued, will at.Yo a lituattoo wb.1.cb le rapidly 

tu.ming bad. It ls wrong to underet tiaate Q,&.r atnngtb or 

t -o OTtrettl.Jl&te that ot our ene:d e a and alllea . We can and 

l:'IJ&t win 'both the ~ Ind tho peace . 



. . . 
THI: WHITI HOUSE. 

WASHINOTOH 

... , •• '· 1-MI • . 

I """' te - atll De­
en !l&H4&J er,.._ .. _ t• lmlell. 

r ,D.a. 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVIC 

WASHINGTON. D . C . 

5 October 191+.3 

c.IDAORANDUM FOR THE PRF.sIDENT : 
DICL ASSIFirD ~ 
By Autbo:-. ty cf cv~ 

FROM : William J . Donovan SEP 1 0 1'174 

I have just returned f r om Italy as well as the 

Miadle East. Separately I am sending you a memorandum on 

certain aspects of the Italian situation with which we are 

concerned. 

In relation to the Balkans, you might be interes-

ted in knowing that -

(a) We now are being assigned aircraft for the send­

ing in of our men, which enables us to overcome the 

handicap under which we have worked for two years. 

(b) We have our representatives vl'ith the British in 

Greece and also with l.likhailovitch and Tito. 

(c) \'ie are providing 150 younger officers each for 

the leadershi p in guerrilla operations in both Greece 

and in Yugoslavia. 
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(d) We have worked out a program for special 

operations in that area which have the approval 

not only of the Joint Chiefs of Staff but of General 

Wilson of the Br itish, General Royce, and Mr. Casey 

and Mr. Kirk • 

(e) As soon as we can relieve certain of our units 

that went to Corsica with the French, I am going to 

send them to work with the underground groups in 

Albania. 

(-f) We are ready to send in additional concentrated 

foods and medicines. 

(g} Because of the necessity of bombing operations 

to support our operations in that area, I have 

arranged to have certain of these operations carried 

on by the young Yugoslavia air officers 'Nho have been 

trained by us. I don ' t need to stress to you what a 

heartening effect that would have on the fighting units 

there. 
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(b) le bave, on our own radio eye~•• through a joint 

code wit.h t.he British and in certain instances t.hrougb 

our on code, direct com.llunication b4>tween our 

rcpresentat i ves in Yugoslavia and our baae st ation in 

Cairo. 

William J . Donovan 
Director 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WA.SHINGTON. 0 C 

Miss Crace Tully, 
The White House, 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Crace: 

S October 1943 

Will you please show toie to t.he President. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

• lll1aa J . Donovan 
Direc ~or 



-.· - r s r: D""·""·, r1•,. , ,.,~. u • H .7," 
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVl~\- 0-{ 1• l 

WASHINGTON. O. C. \". v' 

Mi os Grace Tully, 
The \ihHe House. 

~ar Grace: 

le'( 
11 october 1943 

'ill you please bring t his to ~e attention 

of the President. 

Thank you . 

Smcerely, 

'ulliu J . Donovan 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
• 

WASHINGTON , D. C. 

11 October 1943 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The attached paper, I think, is worth reading. 

It was prepared at my request by a German who lived 

in Russia for ten years, was editor of the Berliner 

Tageblatt, and who knows the leading figures of Germany 

and Russia. His point of view you may f ind of interest. 

I t 

~f1'l·~ r~vr::~ 
Director 



October 9, 1943 

IS IT IN THE INTER.EST OF POST WAR WORLD PEACE TO HAVE 
THE PRE VIAR GERMANY DIVIDED INTO ABSOLUTELY SEPARATE 

COUNTRIES? AND THE REI CH NO LONGER EXIST? 

The writer • ould ansy,·er the question in the negative. 

One reason is that he cannot conceive of any except political 

arguments for dismembering the Reich. 

To be sure, the institution without which t he t wo German 
1..-ars of this century would be unthinkable would be destroyed. 

Theor etically, i f the Germans were permitted to r emain in one 

Reich they 'liould have more chance to go to war once more . If 

they are not , they would have to reunite before talcing action 
and could easily be caught at it. 

Yet, the possibility of German contingents fighting 

again cannot be measured solely on the premise t hat the German 

s t ates would t ry to reunite. If that were the only danger in 

s i ght, ther e would be little to worry about. Any conspiracies 

aiming at reassembling a German army would soon find that 

success depended on the readiness of foreign states to join 

up with them for their own r easons. The ultimate goal of such 

conspiracies as far as the Germans are concerned would always 

be to reassemble the Rei ch. 

The international situation can so change that some power 

might be willing t o pay the ,>ri ce in full or demand that Germany 
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link up with it more closely t han has ever been done between 
Sovereign States . Such a demand would be in line with Ur. 

Churchil l ' s suggestion concerning Anglo-American citizenship. 
Lasting peace would not be served by fomenting desperado 
policies in a dissected Germany, with sad results for the 

collaboratiqn of the Great Powers . Also , dismemberment of 

the Reich would invite infringements on the sovereign rights 
of the succession states including outright occupation. If, 
for instance a power in the East eventually saw fit to take 
over a part of eastern Germany -- and this i s not a mere 

hypothesis -- very important interests of some western powers 
would inevitably be affected. To settle the matter they would 
have to rely, politicall y, 'blorally and perhaps militarily on 
the other German states, which might not yet feel any direct 
effect from the loss of a sister state. The next step would 
be the serious discussion of reunion, if not actual reintegra­
tion, in order to fores t all the absorption of all, one by one. 

Even if things did not get to the point of annexation .or 
absorption, it is not at all out of the question that t he 

effects of the mere weakness of the various German units would 
increasingly prove so onerous for the victors that they woul d 

be glad to relinquish to those primarily interested, the 
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German; themselves, part or all of the burden they undertook 
when the peace was made. 

On the other hand , a situation could arise in which . Germany ' s pot ential of military self-protection would consti-
tute a welcome , if not indispensable complement to the 
strength of the \'iestern democracies in preventing a dangerous 
shift in the military and economic balance of Europe . 

Apart from these considerations, it is , for argument's 
sake, not denied that centrifugal forces could get the better 
of centripetal, once Germany became nothing more than a 
geographical, linguistic, and traditional complex. The history 
of the former Baltic States or Czecho-Slovakia, created in 

.1919, not to mention others, shows what a rank weed national 
consciousness is in newly founded states. 

Such growths would largely conteract ' conspiracies ' . 
Yet as long as the Reich is merely a dream, conspiracies would 
go on just the same, in different forms, and come to the sur­
face in all kinds of turbulent movements and diplomatic maneuvers. 
An intact Germany would not be free from furt ive attempts to 
throw Europe into chaos by breaking the peace treaty, but the 
right policy could keep such things under control. A Germany 
in search of "a body for her soul" , as she was said to be in 



- 4 -

1848, would again become the powder box of Europe. Nothing 

could prevent it. 

Nevertheless, the international implications of several 

practically helpless, autonomous, small states on the terri­

tory of the f orme~ Reich would not be much different from those 

of an intact Reich; for the menace of Germany had other than 

psychological causes . For example , the geographical location, 

the number of inhabitants, will be the same whether the Reich 

is dismembered or not. 

From quite a different angle, the following observation 

is submitted: A Germany taken apart would lead to such an 

artificial condi tion that criticisms would arise almost 

instantly. To them would be added the complaint of those who 

would ex-perience difficul ties in trading wit h the various new 

states. It may also well be that the next gener ation would 

not be able to appreciate the motives that guided those who 

made the peace. To let a prevent ive peace lapse, once it has 

been i mposed by force , is beset with traps as the fate of the 

Versailles Treaty shows. The old slogan of politics , that any­

thing not really necessary is harmful might apply to the dis-

memberment of Germany. ·' 
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To cut Germany apart and keep the several states separate 

indefinitely, r egardless whether the population puts up with 

or resists such a solution is in itself possible . Conse-

quently whether the Germans are for or against ' regionalism' • 
does not matter so much as many believe. But if a sample poll 

were taken in Germany on the subject, the results would be 

overwhelmingly against dismemberment. 

It is natural that the voices of separatism are heard in 

the Allied countries more often than those content with a 

united Reich. Movements of t hat kind are news. The opposition 
sees no object in shouting from the rooftops or in organizing 

under a slogan of unity. They feel su.;-e of themselves. More­

over, in the enemy countries, few think o( trying to influence 

public opinion as do the separatists , who of course see their 

opportunity. 

Numerically the strongest party after def eat will be the 

Social Democrats. At least, the writer knows nothing that 

indicates that another equally important political party is 

forming. Since its beginning, this labor-white coll ar party 

has invariably been pro-Reich. Being a mass movement, it has 

always feared that ' forces of reaction ' would become all too 
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powerful in smaller units; quite logically, it favored the 

transfer of rights and privi leges appertaining to the Bundes-

staaten , or later, the Laender, to the central government. 

I t is considered the Reich relatively progressive, the Laender 

relatively stagnant. 

The two convictions that grew up naturally among the rank 

and file were the Einheit des Reiches , unity of the Reich, and 

a federal system for Europe. These ideals were stronger than 

any Marxist doctrine . This holds t rue for the entire laboring 

class , including the communists. It has been indoctrinated 

with the principle of the absolute unity of the Reich, which 

Nazism has largely realized. The writer happens to .k:J:low that 

Stalin is almost passionate in his conviction that "frontiers 

between those tiny ' provinces' are ridiculous" . 
• 

Certain antagonisms exist between the North and ::>outh, 

but the tone is more or less amiable . The relatively apoli­

tical Rhinelanders are neutral listeners. The South is 

undoubtedly the 'first to criticise. The North' s contribution 

is denunciation , especial ly of the BaYarians , for their 

Schlamperei (slipshodiness) . The ::>outh dislikes Prussian or 

Hanseatic rigidity, their sharp voices , etc. It ' s chiefly a 



matter of temperament, as it is in other countries, between 

North and South or West and East . 

In tense periods such differences can accentuate poli­

tical antagonism to the verge of separatism. The movement 

might gain some strength if a sauve qui peut mood seized the 

Germans under the impact of def eat and the demands of the 

United Nations, or if after the eastern part of Germany had 

come under the sway of the Red Army the sole refuge were with 

the Western Allies. Then the western and southern laender 

would probably hasten to declare themselves autonomous in 

order to be able to appeal to the Western Allies with a 

semblance of sovereignty. It might well happen that the 

Reich will fall asunder in this manner. 

The great majority of the bourgeoisie would also be 

against dismemberment. Only two groups are distinctly in 

favor of it; part of the clergy in the l:)outh, especially in 

Bavaria, and certain big industrial and financial interests 

on the lower Rhine , in Cologne (mostly Catholic) and in the 

Ruhrbasin with its fringes. 

If we can judge by events during the French occupation 

of the Ruhr in 1923, the later circles will argue chiefly on 



economic grounds. They would try to get the enormous wealth 

of these regions (Das Rheingold) out of the bankrupt ' s estate, 

i.e. , the Reich' s and found a state of their own, which would 

have, as they hope , only assets . The considerabl e propaganda 

l aunched on behal f of this program under French pr otection fell 

flat. 

Undoubtedly in Bavaria and adj acent regions to the West 

and South there is agitation for a separatist party, ori ginating 

chiefl y with the lower clergy and some families of the high 

aristocracy. I t will find a response with the peasants, 

especially in Upper Bavaria, but little in the towns. 

The motives for loyalty to the Reich are the same as . . 

everywhere else in Germany, patriotic and economic. As far as 

the economic situation is concerned, a smal l group of entre­

preneurs would profit from a division of Germany, but most of 

the inhabitants in the small states would live precariously, 

in a condition of synthetic economic depression. Separatism 

would lead to a renaissance of 19th century capitalism. The 

Rhineland might prosper. Other parts would fal l into poverty, 

especially the East-Elbian provinces, old Prussia. This may 

be at the bottom of the plans for dividing Germany. Germans 



living under economic circumstances that go against the grain 
of today ' s economy would not only impoverish Europe, their 
poli tical reactions would make Europe restless and fearful , 

' . 
the very condition that brews wars. 

A Germany severely punished and deprived of means of 

aggression might be pacifi ed in the true constructive sense 
of the word, but not a conglomeration of impotent states 
whose citizens would long to be united in a new Reich and feel 
justified in their demand. The scattered states would be 
united in the role of the new Sick Man of Europe, and the 
consequences would be even worse than in the case of Turkey. 
It is not poss'ible to gauge them now but about their character 

' 
there is no doubt. 

To make security the sole guide in formulating terms for 
Germany would defeat its own ends. It may be, as menti oned 
in a previous memorandum, that in the traditional sense the 

' 
Germany at which the peace i s directed will not exist after 
unqualified defeat . Even were she permitted to keep her 

mil i tary strength in al l i ts spl endor, she would be second to 
the USSR. Since Napoleon ' s days the distance between the 
firs t and second mi litary power in Europe, or even a coalition, 
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has not been so great as it will be aft.er I.la s war. This is 

bow>d to reacl strongly on Cen any; and the =•n .. ho habi tually 

and by trainine think about pol!Uca m ter.aa of armed 

atN>ngt.ll will be t.lle first lo recog)\lie the now rdation . 

They wi l l concent rate on defense f irst and last. 

There lo no greater peril for las~ing peace than a set tle­

ment that does not t ake i nto account the actuul fundll!llentals 

of the situat i on i t is intended to f i t . 

, 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D . C. 

Miss Grace Tully, 
The White House. 

Dear Grace: 

11 October 1943 

Will you please bring this t o t he attention 

of the President. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

/JdL-
William J . Donovan 



/ OFF ICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

11 October 194.3 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

SUBJECT: Interrogation of German Prisoners of War 

1. The following information you may find of 

value: 

2. From D-day until the 24th of September, the 

Psychological Warfare Branch of FHQ (which is made up of 

representatives of PWE, OVII and OSS) has interrogated more 

than 170 German prisoners of war. They included seven 

officers, a major among them, and represented all ages and 

all regions of Germany. 

) . A'I'I'ITUDE OF DEFEAT 

Only 8 out of t hi s number believed in German 

victory, and of these 4 were officers. The reasons given 
'· 

for the probable defeat of Germany were : 

(a) War weariness of Germany and present 
vigor of the United States; 

(b) Overwhelming production in the United 
States, and, what they considered more 
decisive, its transport to the battle 
fronts; 
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(c) Systematic destruction of-German cities 
in a bombing effort they admired even 
more than they resented; 

(d) The disappearance of the Luftwaffe from 
battle fronts as well as the industrial 
r egions of Germany; 

(e) Germany ' s predicament in a two-front war; 

(f) Admiration for Allied artillery. 

4. Over and above these reasons, it was plain that 

in the minds of all these prisoners of war, the Russian front 

was decisive. 

5. About 80% believed that the war will be over by 

Christmas ; the others believed in German defeat within twelve 

months . The eight who believed in German victory thought it 

would take two years more. 

6. The most profound defeatism was noted among the 

pr isoners from Westphalia and other heavily bombed areas . The 

lowest morale was f ound among men 17-20 years of age, and 35-45. 

It was remarked that for the first time the opinion of 

professional soldiers , i ncluding non-commissioned officers, 

was not different from that of draftees. 



7. REASONS FOR CONTINUING TO FIGHT 

Asked why they continued to fight on for what they 

idered a lost cause, they offered the following reasons : 

(a) Brutal t reatment expected after the war 
by Germans who have seen what was done 
to Poles and Russians (90 had heard thi s 
propaganda; ?Cf!, believed i t compl etely 
and volunteered certainty of inflation 
again, hard labor in enforced exile, the 
breaking up of families and the sterilization 
by the Jews of 20% of all German males ; 

(b) Splendid discipline of German army only 
slightly altered (90% of the prisoners 
described the relations between off icers 
and enlisted men as excellent) ; 

(c) Hope for a negotiated peace, reflecting 
the propaganda t hat the plutocracies will 
j oin in the end the German "crusade" against 
Bolshevism; 

(d) Belief that stubborn German resistance, 
threatening a million Allied casualties, 
would bring better peace t erms ; 

(e) Six out of seven officers volunteered the 
information that the Allies would join with 
Germany in fighting the "Yellow Peril." 

g. ATTITUDE ON DEMOCRACY 

No single pr isoner pretended or seemed t o bel ieve 

this is an ideological war. Of al l prisoners, 85% (and 

L prisoners younger than 22 years old, 99%) had no 
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conception of democracy but "freedomn , i . e. a "state of 

anarchy", some said. In lengthy discussion many came to 

admit that "Democracy is a wonderful thi ng but impossible 

for Germany ", (they still need a l eader - "If Hitler is 

a bad leader, then we must find a better leader"). There 

is complete cynicism toward Hitler and other Nazi leaders. 

Asked why they don ' t do away with these leaders, they all 

suggested that this woul d being no better peace terms -- a 

further indication. that they think of the war from the point 

of view of geopolitics. The possibility of internal 

revolut ion was denied by 90%, but 25% believed that Hitler 

might st ep aside as had Mussolini . All express fear and 

hatred of Russia. Incidentally, this is true of Serbs, 

Alsatians and others serving in the German army. All ex­

pressed the hope that if Germany is defeated British and 

American troops will occupy ahead of Russian. Asked whether 

the Anglo-Saxons would "control" the Russians, the prisoners 

were equally divided. 
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9. CENSORSHIP A!ID RADIO CONTROL 

It appears that the censorship of mail has broken 

down. Of six hundred letters, only two were censon!d and 

all painted bornndous pictures of t.be bo3bings. Althoug!i 

t here ic a death penalty, 80\t of the prisoners had at one 

time or another listened to foreign broadcasts. Somo 60% 

have seen Allied leaflets and 100!, who bad been on the 

Russian front, bad aeen Russi&> leaflets. 

tl1d~ 
William J. Donovan 

Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. 0 . C . 

Miss Grace Tully, 
The White House. 

Dear Grace: 

12 October 1943 

Will you show this to the President please. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

B~ 
William J. Donovan 

r • f l'/ L 1:i lim~ 
. ;U--~1\L~ t~ 

~~hl..- SC". -.~'l"'t 

I 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C . 

MWORAlIDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

12 October 1943 C) J 
tr-r;Of.i 

7¥( 
1. On the 23rd of Sept ember , while with 

the 5th Army, it was made very clear that little help 

could be obtained from the disorganized units of the 

Italian Army. Tbereupoa I wrote the attached letter 

to General Clark, suggestiag the organization of 

"operational groups" (such as OSS has) from volURteers 

of the Italian forces . 

2. We have received a cable from Colonel 

Huntington , who is in charge of our unit with the 5tll 

Axmy, stating that the plan has been approved upon the 

following conditions: 

(a) The groups aust be non-political. 
(b) Opposition to the King and Badoglio 

must be carefully avoided. 
(c) The &roups must be military organi­

zations headed by Italians. 
(d) Oper ations will be carried out only 

if so ordered by the Co11111ander of the 5th 
Arrty. 

lttiti~~ 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC oERVIC~ 

23 September 1943 

SUBJECT : Organization of I talian Operational Groups f or Bmployment with Allied Forces. 

TO Lt. Gen. Mark \'/ . Clark 
(Thru: Maj . Gen. Alfred M. Gruenther) 

FROM Will iam J . Donovan, Director of Strategic Services . 

1. Yesterday, together with Lt. Col . John Whitaker, I talked at Capri with Benedetto Croce--well kno~n Itali an philosopher and writer. 

2. Mr. Croce, since 1924, has been the most courageous, aggresi ve and effective opponent of Fascism. By published articles and open st~tements he has denounced totalitarianism and attacked Fascist rule in Italy. The regime feared to arrest hi m. He has taken refuge in Capri only at the insis ­tence of the Allies in order to avoid capture by t he GeilD!ans. 
3. I n the course of our talk, Mr. Croce analyzed t he present psychological state of the I talian people, incl uding their political thinking and their present att?ttrle tov:ards the war. 'l'e asked him what he considered the one most impor­tant means of fusing his people and restoring t he ir self respect. 

4. His reply was inst ant and unequivocal. give them the opportunity to enlist voluntarily force under their own flag to fight by the side 

I t is to 
in a fighting 
of the Allies . 

5. I respectfully endorse these views and suggest that this would be a means of est ablishing a f ocal point for resolving the present difficulties and uncertainties of the various political elements of Italy ; would bring to one place the residue of t he f ighting spirit; would serve to bind the peopl e to the Allies ; woul d give some assurance of earning 
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the right to a free election in the select ion of their own 
government, and would symbolize their consolidated active 
resistance to Germany and the German army. 

6. In pr inciple, I r ecommend the fo llowing manner of 
organization: 

. (a) To select a well-known Italian of military 
backgrowid as the titular head, such a man as Maj. Gen. 
Pavone, a pronowiced ant i-Fascist with an excellent record 
in the l ast world war . 

(b) 
volunteers as 
Convention. 

.. 

To provide for the assimilation of those 
a fighting force wider the rules of the Geneva 

(c) To give t hese volwiteers the right to carry t he 
f lag of their own cowitry--Italy. 

(d) Provide originall y for their recruitment i n 
small detachm~nts of "operational groups, " such as already 
exist wider directive of the Joint Chiefs of 8taff , in the 
case of American citizen of Italian origin in OSS. 

(e) That inst ructors from 80E and OSS be at tached 
to these groups for training in modern methods of demolition 
and in the tactics of irregular warfare . 

(f) That for the purpose of obtaining i mmediate 
organization and employment of these grdups , the Office of 
Strategi c Services is prepared to make available such funds 
as may be necessary, and although I have not had the 
oppor twiity of se~in& our British colleagues , I believe 
they would also contribute. 

Respectfully submitted , 

Isl Willi am J. Vonovan 
Brigadier Gener al , USA 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. O, C. 

Mila Grace Tully 
'Ibo Wh1 to liouae 

Dear Ot'•ce -

7ou. wante-d . 

16 Ootober 1943 

I hoJ"' thia le what. 

W1ll11.& J . Donovan 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D . C. 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White House. 

Dear Grace: 

19 October 1943 

Will you please show this t o the President. 

Thank you. 

• 

Sincerely, 

__ _,~ 
William • Donovan 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC'SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D . C . ~ 

19 Oct ober 1943 

MEMORA.'IDUU FOR THE PRF.sIDOO: 

From a well informed t raveler, we have just 

received, as of September 24, 1943, the following in­

formation from direct observation in Austria: 

"There is little food, except bread, 

no fruit. On the bl ack market, however, 

ther e is obt ainable coffee at JOO marks 

per kilo and tea at 200 marks per ki lo. 

All German officials admit openly that 

they are short of coffee, and also cigar­

et tes. 

"Considerabl e numbers of Greek and 

French foreign labor were observed in 

Vienna. 

"People are gloomy; morale is low. 

Numerous cripples and blind people are 

seen on the st reets . The old di scipl ine 

and order is no longer noticeable. People 

r 
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brood over their future . • 
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MEMORAlIDUU FOR THE PRESIDENT : 

I have had made for you by our map group a 

relief model of Italy and adjacent areas (Corsica, 

Sardinia, Crete and Tunis area), scale 1:500, 000 (one 

inch to eight mi l es) , colored. 

This i s s imilar to the maps we have made for 

the study of our special operations and I really think 

you will be pleased wi th it. You might even want to 

have it in your office to follow the operations as they 

move. 

I f it does please you and you would be interested 

in other theaters, I will see t hat t he maps are made for 

you. This is a special job done by our own people and 

requires great care and skill. 

I will get in touch with Grace Tully and see how 

best it can be delivered. 

}>~~ / -:/,?ltr; 1),<,,,( t ftt 1u1! 71 

.t ,,_,, I'/.,_ J '/ { J. 

1.'{;{:.~i~ 
Director 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C . 

Miss Grace Tully 
The Vlhi te House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

Will you please show this to the 

President? Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON , 0 . C . 

23 October 1943 

KFllORANDUM FOR THE PRF$IDENT 
1 

SUBJECT: Visit of ItaliaR Adairal 

. 

-

You will recall that ii our recent 
conversation I informed you that OSS had located 
and secured the services of an Italian admiral. 
He and his wife arrived in Washington by pl8.lle 
yesterday. ass has obtained living quarters for 
the couple in Washington and is taking care of 
their well-being. 

The individual, Vice Admiral Eugene 
Minisini, Retired, is reputed to have exceedingly 
valuable technical knowledge on Axis ordnance. 
OSS brought him to this country to place him at 
the dispos&l of the Navy and also the Anq. 

j;,_ 
Willi J. 011ovaa 

Director 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 231 194). 

MEMORABDUM FOR 

THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE 

Do ycu think 1t advisable 

th~t I should see Dr. SUbaaic? 

P'. D. R. 

Enclosures : Copy of the 
attached memor andum, together 
Vlith a letter fr om Dr . Subasis 
addressed to the President, dated 

Oct . 19 , 1943 . 

I I 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WA.IHING'TON, D C 

ll1sa Grace Tul ly, 
The White Rouse . 

Dear Crace: 

21 October 1943 

Will you ple'IS• chow this to t.he Preaidont. 

Thank you . 

51.ncerel.y, 

'll'ill!111> J . Donovan 



/ OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

~'LASSIFI!D 
WASHINGTON. 0 . C. 

, ··•itbor i t y of ~f A C):tt7- 21 October 1943 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT : 

During my last conversation with you, you showed a great deal of interest in the Balkan Theater of Operations. Since that time I had a very interesting talk with the Ban of Croatia, whose letter to you I am enclosing herewith. 

The Ban is willing to go for OSS f irst to Italy and later to make an appearance in Yugoslavia proper in order to establish direct contact with the political and military leaders of Croatia. He understands that he will go merely as a soldier and patriot to assist us in our fight against the enemy. 

The Ban believes that now is the propitious time .to contact not only the resistance groups in that country, but the General Staff of Croat Puppet Government army, 150, 000 strong. The Ban knows the offic-ers and t he Chiief of the General Staff, and is ready to embark upon willJling t hem over to our side. 

During my talk with the Ban no political commit­ments of any kind were made by me to him, and he understands that he can go only as a soldier on behalf of our common cause to assist us -

1. In eliciting all possible information 
re present conditions in Yugoslavia; 

2. In persuading the military leaders of 
the Croatian Puppet Army to join us ; and 

3. To establish liaison with TITO, with whom 
he hopes to work very closely. 
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The Ban told me that it would aid him tremendously 
in carrying out his duties, and would greatly facilitate 
his future tasks, if he could have an interview with you, 
not in his diplomatic capacity, but merely as a patriot 
who is working for the common cause. I told him that 
I could give him no such assurance t hat you will see him, 
but that I would be glad to present his request to you. 

During his st ay in this country for the last 
eighteen monthsi the Ban steadfastly r.efrained from contact­
ing any officia s in the State Department because he 
thought it might embarrass Ambassador Fotich. The Ban 
disapproves of the present Yugoslav Government for he 
feels that it merely is occupied with the perpetuation 
in power of the Pan-Serbian groups, who think in terms of 
Serbs only, and not in terms of a federated Yugoslavia in 
which all groups - Serbs, Croats and Slovenes - are equally 
represented. 

The Ban, who fought in the last war as a Serbian 
officer, is very popular among the 5, 000, 000 Croats. They 
regard him as their champion and leader. 

I believe that the Ban can be of great value to 
us in paving the way for our forces . 

I do not wish to urge you to grant the Ban an 
interview, yet if you feel inclined to do so, I am sure 
that it will imbue him with great enthusiasm t o carry out 
the responsible t asks assigned by me to him. 

),;;.·. 1:D~ 
William J . Donovan 

Director 

DECLASSITT.t:D 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. 0 C. 

r C.. /A 

In accoraance with your doh , I h•ve hed made 

an evaluation of the causes for the deterioration of the 

Greek si tuution. I run asaurec by ~ ~eoplc th•t t..oe 

Brit.ish in t.ht.t area confirm lhis t:-Vulut.it.i.on : 

•1. Food: ;. f..,ine of tile ,roporliono of the 
one of 19Ll:z2°~•naces Greece if sttt- la not freEC 
?riot to the arri•bl of •inter. 

~2. ling: There is no youbt t.n~t 6J1 over­
hhelmina dcaocr"t.ic 66'."ltimE:nt. exist.a b:lonc: t.he 
Grctko. Inoiatin& that the Iin,. r<turn ;riot to 
the holding of electior.s " i ll only yrovokc incidents 
and consolidate t he opposition. 

•J. podcconese: Gu;;rontees m·c •.nt ed th•t 
the Greets •lll get the Oodec..nese Iolonds. The 
current British policy of kc•ping the Cre,ks out 
of partici~&tion in oiiil.6.rt O,i*tctions i.l1d in 
futul't! civil a<!Jlinistr4tion in the Ocdec"'1tse 
clienatin0 both [odecanese Md Cre.< aen t i,,,ent. 

• i. . 'T:t\t t.holc of Grc~ce in uni t.ed L., e 
trend 81;&ina~ the !lritisn due to the r<fust.l by the 
:.tiddle :ast Co::ruW>d to o:oploy Crtu troops in the 
Gre•k ielanda. 

•5. The Creeks are ofni<l t.nut. thei r 
nationsl Interests arc placed in jeopnt<Jy by the 
establisho>ent of rtaly as a co-~lliBerent.. 
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All Greeks hat e and deplore this arrangement. 
Based on several episodes that have taken place 
in the islands and in Greece itself, the Gretks 
keenly distrust the Italians as fighting allies . 

11 6. The communist-led l!:AM is the lar gest 
organization in Greece . Fighting is taking place 
bet11een the !fationalist bands and the EAM during 
the current partio.l evacuation to~ard the north 
by the Nazis . It is claimed that the communist 
leaders of !!..AM with a view to taking over after 
Gr eece is freed are attempting to monopolize 
resistance organizations." 

(1~ 
William J . Donovan 

Director 

· DECLASS1}1ED 

• 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASH INGTON. D . C. 

Miss Grace Tully 
The V.hi te House 
'ashington , D. C. 

Dear Grace : 

25 October 1943 

nttached i s a memorandum for the 

Pr es ident whicn conto.ins inf orma.tion he asked 

me to obt ain . t ould you please see th~t he 

r eceives it? Tnank you. 

Si ncerel y, 

Y.'ill i am J . Donovan 
Director 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Miss Tully: 

I am attaching a memorandum reporting a 

conversation which I thought might be of interest 

to the Pr esident. 

Sincerely, 

• 
William J. Donovan 

• 

• 
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WASHINGTON. D. C 
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MFl.lORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

nE"LAS tr•r~ or (!.,l /\ 
Sy •· \ ~; 
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The following was obtained from a conversat ion with certain of our people with Andre Philip in London: 

"As at former times , Philip again gave the 
impression that he was more interested in action than in intelligence- The political aspects of resistance are under his control and the military side under Giraud. Re made it plain, however, that he regarded resistance 
as being ~rimarily political in character and seemed to feel confident that the remnants of Gir aud ' s secret army were being absorbed into the resistance groups. The 
much-talked-of secret army at present forming in France i s an attempt to amalgamate various resi stance groups for concerted para-military action on X-day. The method of organisation is the following: Officers of the armistice army go into hiding for a period, after which they return , with a new identity and by entering into contact with various resistance groups in the locality, set up· a chain of command and lay plans for mobilisation at the strategic moment. Hence the secret army cuts across the lines of individual resistance groups. It is i mpossible to say how many men the army includes, but it i s likely t hat 
there are about 100, 000. 

"Philip feels that there may very well be no fighting in France, since the German army may very well 
withdraw to northern France in an attempt to defend a line f rom the Jura to the ::>omroe , with the poss ibility of falling back on the Maginot Line. He thinks that this may happen even before an Allied landing takes place. 
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"Philip spoke of the resistance movements and 
general tendency to unify sll pro-allied sentiment in 
France. He said that the University "'as the best source 
of resistance leaders, since it had proved to be about 
95% 8.j'lti-collaborationist and active in resistance. 

"Philip talked at some length about the new 
Consultative Assembly which is in the process of being 
set up in Algiers and which will hold i t s first session 
in November . He looked upon it as forming the nucleus 
of a structure which would develop into a parliamentary 
regime. Already four distinct political groups are 
being formed, - largely as a result of this framework 
having been imposed by Philip. Of the twenty former 
members of the Parliament, three are Communists, five are 
Socialists, five belong to the left center (from the 
radical Socialists to the popular Democrats) and the 
seven right-wing and center Conservatives form a fourth 
group. Ten of the representatives coming out of Fr ance 
have also aligned themselves with these polit ical groupings. 
Three are Communist s and I believe he said four are 
Socialists. The other three or four are divided bet ween 
the left center and t he Conservative groups. Members of 
the French Committee of Liberation may be questioned by 
the Consultative Assembly following special invitations 
issued to them for their attendance at the Assembly 
sessions. Philip thought that there might be a general 
reconstitution of the Committee of Liberation to conform 
more closely to the balance of politics! forces within 
the Consultative Assembly. The Committee still contains 
some civil servants who l ack decision and, in fact , are 
terrified by the necessity of deciding anything. He 
referred quite frankly to de Gaulle as being the Premier, 
with Giraud as Commander- in-Chief, and stated that de Gaulle 
and Giraud jointly occupied the post of what would corres­
pond to the Presidency. 

"Phili p thought that the great majority of the 
French police (perhaps ninety per cent) could be ret ai ned. 
This was somewhat surprising to me in view of the charges 
which I have recently heard that the new French police 
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have proved more dangerous to t he French underground than the Nazis. Philip, however, denied this vehemently, 
pointing out several examples which defini t ely proved that the French police were for the most part more t han f riendly to the resistance movement. 

"The most i.JDportant changes in the administrat ive structure, Philip said, would have to take place in the Judiciary. He thought that as many as eighty per cent of the present judges would have to be changed. 

•we questioned Philip at some length on the lines of thought which were developing within the French Committee of Liberation with regard to the post ?1ar con­s titutional structure of France. He st ated that while no final fol'lllula had been drawn up there was fairly general support for the retention of a substantial por­
tion of t he Third Republic constitution with certain modi­fications. It is difficult to tell whether these views r epresent Phil ip' s own convictions or whether they are a concensus of French Committeemen and resistance leaders. At any rate , the foll owing constitutional system is 
outlined: 

"There would be one parliament ary house with 
plenary powers, elect ed by a ' scrutin de list e ' in the departments without proporti onal representation. In addition, there would be a Consultative Assembly, half 
of the membership of which is to be composed on the lines of the fol'lller French Senate and t he other half to repre­sent industries and other functional groups . The Assembly would elect the President for a long period, possibly ten or fift een years. He would be non-political and would no longer have the right of changing the Premier . However, he would serve as chairman of the committee which would 
control the Judiciary. The Assembly would elect the Premier by a majority vote and the Premier would select his Cabinet members as fomerly. During the first t wo years of a parliament, no Ministry could be ousted by an ordinary interpellation unless after s uch an i nterpellation two weeks were al.lowed to elapse and a formal interpe1-
lation were directed against the Premier himself. No 
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Assembly could oo dissolved by the Pr emier, but if after 
the Assembly had ooen in poYrer for two yea.rs , H Should 
oust the Premier by a formal interpellation, the Assembly 
would be automatically dissolved and a new elect ion held. 
The French Committee system of the Chamber would remain 
some-.hat as under the Third Republic, but an effort ... ould 
be mede to strengthen both the powers of the Executive and 
of tbe Colll1'lit tees themselves in t he drawing up of legis­
lation. Ylhen a bill .. ould oo presented finally to the 
Assembly, tbe latter .. ould oo depri ved of th.e right of 
amendment and must either accept or reject it as a whole. 
Philip regarded this proposal as of ext reme importance in 
curbing the irresponsibil ity of a legislative assembly. 

•We asked M. Philip about Russia and the problem 
of the East ern fron tiers. He thought that the Soviets 
~ould definitely retain the Baltic Stat~s and that not hing 
could be done about i t . Be also was convinced that the 
Soviets would keep the Eastern b.alf of Poland. Poland, 
he indicat ed, .. ould certainly be compensated by the Bll ­
nexation of East Prussia and part of Silesia. The balance 
of Polish power would thus sb.ift "esba.rd and this circum­
stance might help to improve relations ·•ith Czechoslovakia, 
which.are at present so s t rained. He said that the present 
conservative Poli sh Government was naturally opposed to the 
l oss of what was formerly the conservative district of Eastern 
Poland and was likewise di sturbed at the prospect of the 
forces of ind.ustrial and social democracy being strengthened 
as a result of the shift ing of po .. er to the industrial districts 
of Silesia and East Pr ussia. ' 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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WASHINGTON. D. C. 

28 October 1943 
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IAF.MORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The following comes f r om one of our men in 
Stockholm: 

"According to evidence which is considered reliabl e, 
there is now in the process of being organized in Stockholm 
a Free Germ.an Committee which is patterned after the Committee 
that was or ganized in Moscow. (Please refer to the Legation ' s 
Telegram No. 2622 August 20th of t his year) . Communi sts, 
Social Democrats and the leading Refugee Trade Unionists 
from Germany have been holding conferences during the past 
fortnight. An invitation was tendered to the Social Demo­
crats to join the Committee whi ch the Communists in Stockholm 
are undertaking to organize , but this invitation was declined 
by the representatives of the social Democrats. 

"The Social Democratic Representatives have been 
informed by the Communists that a Committee such as the 
one mentioned above is being organized, and that represen­
t ation has been obtained from refugee Germans at the Uni­
versity of Uppsala. According to reports , there have been 
persons with Communist sympathies among the German refugees 
at Uppsala. 

"It is further claimed by the Communists that 
the Community of the German Church in Stockholm has provided 
representation. These per sons are unders tood to have con­
servative leanings and have not been politically inclined 
but have demonstrated their feeling against the Nazis by 
declining to respond to notices to perform service in the 
1'.I'lllies of Germany. 
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"An active part in the organization of the 
Committee is being taken by the ::;wedish Communist party. 
The person from whom the legation obt~ined t hi s i nforma­
t ion is of the belief that the Communists among the German 
refugees have been in communication with t he Committee at 
Moscow and that t he ::;wedish Communists were the medill.lll . 
through which such communication was est ablished. There . 
is no concrete evidence to support this, however. 

"When a meeting takes pl ace t his week, the 
refugee group of t he ::;ocial Democrats will delegate some 
person to attend i t in the capacity of an observer. 

"It is' i ndicated in a report of the meetings which 
took place between the refugee ::;ocial Democrat s and t he 
refugee German Communi sts that the following argument is 
being used for th'e association of the Moscow Committee 
with t he German mil itary representatives. 

"The object of this association :ls to endeavor 
to penetrate the militBry groups of the Germans. That is 
to say: That"Uie Communists expect to expedite the col lapse 
of Nazi Germany by means of appeals f rom territory which 
has been captured from Germany.• 

William J. Donovan 
Director 

DECLASSIF1ED 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

• 

Mi ss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Gr ace : 

29 October 1943 

I am attaching a memorandum on the Balkan 

situation which I wish you woulu see gets to the 

President. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

rJ3;a 
I Wi lliam J. Donovan 

• 



~/A 

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. 0 . C. 

29 October 1943 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT : 

Referring to my previous letters of October 25 
and October 28, here is additional information on the Balkan 
s ituation. The following refers to the Albanian political 
situation : 

•1. Among both Republicans and Royalist s, there 
abound confidence in the statements made in December , 1942, 
by Premier Molotov and Secretary of State Hull. However, 
Foreign Secretary Eden' s reservations about boundaries have 
caused disquiet. 

•2. Concerning boundary problems, it is thought 
that the British, because of their interests in the Balkans, 
havE secretly recognized the persistent claims of Greek 
represent at ives i n London and Cairo. Albanian cl aims on 
Kossova in the North are still made, since t he Patriots do 
not recognize Italian seizure of this region. 

"J. Distrust is creat ed by t he fact that Albania 
has not been allowed to join the Uni ted Nations. Tney 
argue that t heir acceptance among the Uni ted Nations is 
just ified by their guer illa operat ions whi ch prevented 
actual Italian occupation. They are irritat ed by the 
grant ing of cobelligerency status to Italy. 

•4. Every party agrees that it is extremely 
essential for a government to be established. The Republi­
cans desire a National Committee, similar t o t hat of France, 
under the leadership of Fannoli , in the United States ; 
/Urach Ivanaj at I stanbul; Mithad Frasheri or Mehdi Fr&sheri , 

Albania. The Royalists desire only King Zog. Some Re­
publicans feel that as a final expedient a government which 
incll.¥ied King Zog would be better than no government at 
all , but this only with mi sgivings and as an utter emergency. 

The popular feeling i s certainly not monarchist but 

democratic. 
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•5. Concernirig the creation of an Albanian 
Legion, as in the first World War. Failure of Otto of 
Austria regarded irrel~vant as Albania is not a satellite 
of the Axi s but rather a victim.• 

Willi am J . Donovan . 
Director 

[DECLASSITIED 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D . C . (25) 

29 October 1943 

MlllORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

You will be pleased to know that on 

October 10th we sent one of our planes to a 

landing field in Greece and delivered certain 

supplies there. There were a number of American 

airmen in hiding and we were able to bring out 

fourteen of them. 

DICLASSIFIED A. 
By Author ity of_::(!_,,::;.;.:{ '-'----

oo7 t, L "L 
~ SEP l \; 1:;./4 

By ~ Dat e ___ _ 
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/ OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON D C 

lhsa Crace Tu Uy 
The ohi ~e Houee. 

Dear Grace: 

J ilovember l94J 

11'ill you pleaoe show this to t.n~ President.. 

Thank you . 

Sf\erel y, 

i .)~ 
llilli a.m J . Donovan 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D . C. 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White .House 

Dear Gr ace : 

Attached is a memorandum for the 

Presi dent on the Balkan situation. Would you 

please see that he receives it? Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

o:?,·u 
William J. Donovan 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D . C . 

28 Oct ober 1943 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

With reference to my memorandum of October 25t h, 

here is additional information on the Balkan situation: 

"l . Al l political leaders, with the exception 
of the fighting forces, are r egarded apathetically 
by the people . The fighting forces are composed of 
t wo parts - the Cetniks, lead by Mihailovitch, and 
t he Partisans, led by Tito. Near ly all the Cetnik 
units are east of the Tara and Drina Rivers i n old 
Serbia. Their strength is customarily exaggerated. 
Their greatest strength is given as 15, 000 by the 
Deputy Commander for Mihailovich in South Dalmatia, 
Colonel Zujozi ch, who came here a short time ago. 
These men are nearly all Serbians. Disturbances 
among t he popul at ion are created by Mihailovich' s 
t itle as Jugoslav commander -in-chief and Minister 
of War, which is obviously opposed to fact . 

'2. The Partisans are led by Tito, whose true 
name is Josip Broz. Their offic ial designation is 
the Hational Army of Liberation. They are made up 
of men from every region of the country and they are 
engaged in hostil ities in every part of t he count ry, 
even including old Serbia. This i s in favorable 
contrast to Mihailovich' s relative l ack of activity 
and narrow field . Each day, Tito' s forces are grow­
irig. Two Ital ian divisions, the Garibaldi and the 
Venezian, joined his forces following the fall of 
Italy, and added considerably t o Tito ' s supplies. 
The chief f ields of Partisan activities against the 
Nazi are West Croti:a, Bosnia, Dalmatia ana Slovenia. 

DF.CLA:r·r• 
r Y Au,uu. •. C,,f{\ __ DECLASSTFTED 

007fa2 "L 
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"3. Included in the political goals of the Partisans is the establishment of a federated Jugoslavia with a government selected by democratic elections. This aim is extremely popular. There ·is no factual founda­tion for the allegation of communism made against t he Partisans. Such inclinations are ·found only among 
a small part of the rank and file or the leaders . 

"4. The Government-in-Exile anticipates that 
Mihailovitch, with assistance from the Allies , will reestablish the monarchy with the present cabinet 
and with Pan-Serbian inclinations. This is stated in confidence by General Givkovith , Deputy of the 
King as Commander in Chief , and by Prime Minister 
Purich. The Government is not representative of 
the population, and causes controversy between factions which frequently terminate in gr ave clashes. The 
people are irritated that the United States and 
Britain protect the Government-in-Exile. With most of the Slovenes, Croatians and Serbians the prestige of Britain has seriously suffered. These people 
are also firmly against General Givkovith , who, 
under King Alexander, was Dictator. · 

"5. Nedich' s puppet government in Serbia is extremely disliked and Pavelich in Croatia is spiritedly scorned and hated. Pavelich is backed by his Ustashi militia , a small number of the people and by Nazi mili tary 
forces. 

•6. The United States is considered as reactionary by the Serbians. We are more amitably r egarded than 
are the British, by other Jugoslavs. They expect 
us to give material support, both during and sub­
sequent to the war, particularly medicines and food , which they vitally require . Tito made a recent complaint 
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about the shortage of supplies and has asked that 
supplies receive priority over the sending of more 
Allied personnel. 

"7. Outside of old Serbi a and with the excent ion of 
some of t he Slovene clericals, who are a tiny part of 
the Slovenes , the monarchy is quit e unpopular today. 
King Peter is popul arly believed t o be a youth under 
the control of political and of ficer cli ques possessing 
Pan-Serbian inclinations. The popul ation is irri t ated by ' 
t he sizeable allowance made to Peter and particul arly 
by his becoming engaged, during the war , to Alexandra. 

"8. There is no genuine understanding bet ween t he 
Government- in-Exil e and the Sovi et Union. The principal 
barrier to such an understanding is Mihailovitch. 
Although it is frequentl y stated in rumors , there i s 
no definite evidence which can be obtained of an accord 
between the Parti sans and t he Soviet Union. 

"9. Generally stated, most of the Jugoslavs desi r e a 
· democratic Government and a federated Jugoslavia, cover­

ing Slovene areas taken by Germany and I tal y after the 
first World Viar. They are not definite on the means 
of accomplishing the former aim. " 

William J . Donovan 
Director 

' DECLASSIFIED 
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THE WHITE HOUSE J.l v 
WASHINGTON 

Oct ober 29, 194'· 

XDORJ\IfDlJM P'OR 

THE ACTIIG SECRETARY OF STATE 

I encl ose a memorandum from 

William J, Donovan t or your in­

format i on , and plea•e return tor 

-.y f il••· 

Ju.t what 11 the present 

status or the war criminal•' trials? 

What 11 Pell and hi• group 

doing? 

r. D. R. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D . C . 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Miss Tully: 

27 October 1943 

I am enclosing a memorandum for the 

President. Will you please see that he receives 

it? Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

William J. Donovan 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D . C . 

25 October 1943 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

You will recall that you asked me certain 

questions about the possibility for the trial of war 

criminals. I enclose a proposal, pr epared by our 

Planning Group, which I sent to the State Department 

some months ago, which would have the United Nations 

conclude a convention for the extradition of Axis war 

criminals. 

You might think it advisabl e to consider the 

possibility of having as a term of your unconditional 
• 

surrender a refusal to conclude an Armistice unless 

and unti l there should be turned over to the United 

Nations war criminals in areas held by the German armies. 

I have prepared a partial list of present 

German officials in t hat cl ass of criminal s , and will 

see whether other names might be included. 

DECLAS~!F'rn 

a y Au • . ,. i!_,'""'-'-{ .... A.__ 

Q07{Q z.. '2... 
sy tf)/&. ... S£r _ _ 

Will i am J . Donovan 
Director 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

1 November 1943 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The f ollowi ng is a digest of one of our report~ 
"Reconnaissance of Dalmation Coast• : 

•1. Between October 12 and 18, 1943, Major 
Louis Huot*, a representative of British SIS and a 
representative of the Partisan Forces made two r econ­
naissance trips from t he port of Bari t o the Dalmat ion 
Coast to est abl ish a mari time supply line to the 
Part isan Forces i n Yugoslavia. These trips were the 
first by Allied vessel s to t hi s area during t he 
present war. 

"2. The first trip consti t ut ed a r econ­
naissance of t he island of Vis (Lissa) . Vis was 
f ree of enemy forces and was guarded by approximately 
one thousand soldiers of whom at least 5% are women. 
Arms· included captured Italian light weapons. No 
cannons or mortars were seen. Rigid di scipline 

. governs the rel ation of men and women soldiers on 
field duty. Morale is high despite near st arvation 
diet, lack of proper arms and clothing and 1trocities 
by t he I t alian forces until Ital y' s capitulation. 
There is no evidence of enemy intelligence activiti es 
on Vis. 

"3. The second reconnaissance touched at 
Vis where the party was warml y r eceived and proceeded 
to !lvar Isl and which is held by approximately eight 
hundred Partisan soldiers. The party proceeded 
thence to Podgora on the Mainland where it was re ­
ceived by Colonel Pavle I lic, formerly Vice Chief 
of Staff to G€neral Tito and presently Commander , 

*our chief representative, 
with headquart ers at Bari. 

1 (\ 107 i\ 
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8th A1W!I Corps. T'ne Journey froa H•ar [slan:I t.o 
Podgora was !!>ode do1111 the channel betwoea Kvar and 
Brae islands. The channel hod been mined by 
Partisans rlth captured Ital Ian 11inea and waa 
watched by sentinels spaced at intervals of approxi­
mately t wo ~iles on each •hore. 

' 4 . The intelligence obtnined by tile 
reconnaissance party included the follodng: 

!.. Geographical bound11rle1r of General 
Tito ' s 8th lil'fO/I Corps ; 

.Q,_ Position of Axis forces in the area ; 

s. Ge,.,,an air po• er in the area •hich 
included 71 ::>tukaa and 20 observation 
planes . The ruin Gel'llan air strength 
is centeN<l at ZagNg t.o be shifted 
.-here needed; 

!!..:. Dalllatioa isltnd includin& defenses, 
hiding places for ahlpa and inter­
island co:::!lunication. ~ 

1~. 
Ylilliam J. Donovan 

Director 
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- Ofl'ICE OF S TRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINQTOH 0 C 

Miss Grace Tully, 
The ~hite House. 

Dear Grace : 

Will you please show the enclosed t o the 

President. 

Thank you . 

Sincerely , 

f3~ 
WiUiam J. DonOVlill 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, 0. C . 

l November 1943 , 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT : 

One of our men sent me the following: 

"Word has come that a few days ago, the German 
court martial in Norway condemned t en Norwegian counter­
espionage agents t o die for their activities on behalf 
of Great Britain and the Norwegian Government. They 
were accused of sabotage, i l l egal weapons , munitions ' 
traffic, wireless activities, murder and travel between 
England and tforway. 

"The executions have t aken place. ::>ix were 
from Oslo, one from Bergen, one from Aalesund, one 
from Toensberg and one from Tel evaag. All names are 
known to British, Norwegian and Amer ican count er-espionage 
offices. 

"The majority of these men had recei ved the ir 
counter-espionage training in England and were sent to 
Norway to fulfil l thei r special missions. Nor wegian 
quisling informers are suspected. 11 

n1:cLAssIFIE1l r rA 
S7 Au tboT i ty of 

~;(.:;.er. D20~ 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STR1'TEGIC SERVICES v 

WAIHINGTOH. 0 c F' V' 

S Noveabor 194) 

M;;ljORA!IWM TO THE PRESIDF.NT 

I am leaving Tuesday or Wedne&da;f to 

meet Stilwell and Mount.bat.ten in New Delhi , and 

then to the lliddle £4at., retumin& by way of 

Australia. 



1~ 18"1 - T H & WHITE HOU S E 

W ASH I NGTON 

loT .. ber 8 , 1943. 

KE!<ORANWM l'OR 

THE ACf'ISO eECREURr OP etATP: 1 

V1ll 7ou • peak t.o .. about 

t bhf 

1'.D.R. 

~ ... e .. •t MM"IO ""ftnrtum to the Pres . , 10-;.?'\-t 1 , 
f-"'~ '?01.>f" .. t. She,...,00'1 , r e T-heodo'"'e &:.o~~ 1 

• 

oottvlt1.-A unr1 the Peadfl"".S D1peat. c1rcula­
L\on d"'lf')np •' e.,.t~e n L"'Ooos . At~ncheli tit 
··ec'l"'ftL f '."!ltO .. 1ndum t.o tbe· ?,.es . , 10-~-l. i. , 
•tth not~• r~ ~o-de , sub:!iitted bv 3..,.tr. C,.,, . f\n nv/\n . 



29 October l 94' 

l.ll'XORA!fDUJI( FOR Tll.E PR!SIDMT 

I beg TOU to read thia oaretully. • It 
contains an idea t hst your skill and 1raaginstion 
could d•T•lop. 

I don't pr e tend to suggeat wha t price 
should be paid by our government for the hoped-tor 
result. 

1! t he plan went through, and JJ_ the 
culprit• were delivered and fitti n&1Y tried and 
execu ted, and 1L unconditional •urrender resulted, 
it would atrengthen your poa ition mor4l ly at the 
peace t able . 

Ru•aian propaganda is eTidently di r ected 
t o this Tery purpo••· 

Thia pa per ia preaented by Theodore A. 
Morde, repr eaentatiTe of the Readerc• Digeat in 
Cair o . Re wor ked originally for the COI and 'then 
for OWI . He s ubsequently became aa•1atant to Alex 
ICirk in Cairo, Re r e aigned to take the Reade rs• 

D!:CLASSH'!ED 
,BJ Autho:.-t t 7 or C.,.(A 

~z.:2 ... ll l1 \~/4 
81 Dnte._S ___ _ 
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Dic• •t Job ind •••t th• peraon concerned . 

'"'1• •cent presented hla plan t.o only t wo 

person•• Br lc•d1 er Oener..i Patri ck Hu rl.,-, •h.n he • • • 

ln Celro •• p•r•ona.l repreaen t.et1• • or the Pret ld eot, 

and Col o ne l Ouenthel' , ln char·g• of 018 ln th• Middle 

East. Both • ire a• orn to secrecy, and neither kno• a 

the outoo•• of t he pla.n or •e~ t1nc• . Uot.h conaidered 

the plan f1a11bl 1, Oe ner'l Hurl ey 1xpr111od a d11 l r1 

to go to Turkey •1th thi s agent t o •• t l lt ln th• plan, 

but di d not do ao , •pparentJ.y becaua1 hia ord1 r 1 did 

not pentit hi• t.o partlClJML t•. Colone l C1.11nU\1r, • bil e 

nett.her he nor oas orrtc11 l l 7 aponaored the action or 

plan o~ thl • a.cent, c••e ••ery •••l•t.• nct to th1 • •s•nt 

1.n ... ttt r1 or t.ranaporto t1on and contaot1 . 

thJ. a agent t raveled to turkey •• o war 

c6rr•1pondtn~ and • t no t ime ~i•Pl•Yftd • l\Y c r4dtntlal1 

ot htr t han h1• pa11port . 

Thl• •1•nt rtru. lty 1ucce•d• d tn t • t •bl1ah1ng 

pr raonal contact • 1th • on P•pns ert.~r aa1n1n1 ~ coo-

rtdenet or on• ~l•sand•r Fu1to• , a.n antl- Hl tl•r Geraan, 

no- & \U\J.veraity prore11or 1n T'\u'key . fU1to• ln turn 

cuot•cted von P•p•n ' • cloaea t frle·nd , a llerr Po1th , 

r oF.. 
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The Prt11d1nt - ' - 2'I Oct ober 194) 

head of t hl Deut1ch1 Ori ent '8&nk in J1i..nbul , who 
a rr&Jllt d the a c tual a 11t l nc1 • i t b YOn Papen. 

w1111 .. J. Dono•an 
Direet.or 
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T HE UNDER SECRETARY or STATE 

WASHINGTON 

November 10, 1943 

t.iillORANDUl! FOR 1.lISS TULLY 

I return herewith secret mllllorand.a to the Pres i-
dent .from Mr . Robert Sherwood and .from General Nilliam 
Donovan relati ve to Theodore Morde . 

I discussed these memorarrla with the President 
this afternoon i n the car goini; to the airport and 
he approves the deni al of a passport to 1'.r . li.orde . 
In view of t his d 1scuas1on, I am not sending any 
formal reply other than this . 

Ence . 
From Robert Sherwood, 

October 26, 1943; 
From Genera l Donovan, October 29, 1943. 

. . 
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Jf0•-1>•J" 10, 194& 

I ret\U"ft 1-rftit.b ••~ret •• • &nlla to th• PrNl• 
dtttt• trio• vr. ~ob•rt Sh•l"'WOo4 and troa Oen••l • 1111aa 

t d.t..aeu.1 1ed. th••• .._.,.&Ida Yi.th th• Pre•14-1 
tbt.a a.tternoOtt in the ol.I' t 01n& to the al.rport and. 
b• •.11.i:ron1 tho don11l ot 1 paupo~t to Jlr, II-. 
t n .-1 .. of th!• dleeum11on., 1 t.a not etin411'g arq 
tormal r epl7 other tb&n th.11. 

E. !l . STETl! !:ItrS , JR. 

-·· l?o• RO'•r' Shet'1food, OOol>OP 21 1~1 1 
h'.- OeftC'&{. Dono•&n, 

oe tober szg , i g 43. 
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THE: WHIT!!: HOUSE 
WASHINGTO N 

DI CLASS IP' U:D n~A 
B7 Au t bori t y o!~~::L!.-...L---Q]!tl, 2-
111 Datt SEP 10 1974 

October 2& , 1943 
l.:E:.:OR. .. NDU!l FOH TH::: P!BSID.::NT. 

Last 11eel:: a youni; man named Theodore t'.orde came to see me . Pa \'iatson had referred him t o me . Morda had previously been vii th my outfit , first under the Coordinator of Information and then with 0\'"1 , and had been in our Cairo offi ce . Sever a l months ago he decided he wanted to resign from m·:r and joi n the Cairo office of the Reader • s Dieest • .. e agreed to l e t him e:o as he had been makinG a certain amount of t r oubl e . 

The story he broueht back l a st week was an amazing one : He sni d that under the sponsor sh ip of Gener a l Pat Hurley he had been to Istanbul and had had two interviews \'lith Von Papen , i n which he discussed a pos s ible deal for the overthrow of Hi t l er and the Nazi party . 

Y..nowinc l.lor de , I was a bit leery of this -- and subsequentl y I have heard from our Cairo off ice that Genera l Hurley disc l aims all responsibility for i t and , in effect , denounc es i.;orde . 

I am going to make a full repor t of t hi s to the Ac ting &ecretary of St a t e wi t h the su.c-gestion that Morde should not again be given a passport to leave t his country . 
But , i n my opinion , the real ly important part of t he whole story l ies i n the a ctivities abroad of the Reader ' s Di gest . They are now pr inting a l a rge edition in id'rica in E:ngli sh for distribution amon3 our troops . lr'.o rde told md t hat this edition is goinc to be greatly expanded and ex tend ed fo r our troops all throueh ;<orth J>fri ca , Si cil y :.1nd Italy . · 

~s you know, the ?.e:i.der ' s Digest has become mor e and mor e bi t ter and partisan in i ts attacl;s on thi s Adminis ­t r ation . In its worl d-wide ci rcul ation it i s , in effect , undoing the work t hut my outfit i s constantly trying to do overseas . They see1~ t o be :i.ble to get pl enty of paper for t~.e i r ex:>anded editions in pl aces where we are hard- put- to- it to ge t paper for such es sentials as airplane leaflets . 
It is my su.·t;estion thut , in view of l'.orde ' s dancerous activities , t here mi t ht be some way to prevent the 

l 



1tauance ot any tDOre p1asporta ~o aon who aro going overs••• in war-time sololy tor the purpooe ot 1noroA1ing tho o1 rcul6-tton ot the Reader ' s Diseat , pa.rticulorly among ou.r own """" r1 can c.roopa . 

Robor t Sher"''ood 



Oatober 18, l lltl• 

Laet week a young aan n&111ed Theodore Corde came to eee 111e. Pa Vlateon h1.d referred hi.m to .e. Morda had previously been with a:r outfit , tira• -..er ta• OOOrdinator or Information and then with om: , and had been in our Cairo ottico. Several months ago be dao1ded ho wanted to resign from OT:I and Join the Cairo ottioe ot the Reader• a Oigeat . ~:e agreed to l e t him go as be had been making a oerta1n amount or t rouble. 

The etory be brought back laet week wae an aaaz1ng one: Re sai d that under the aponeorahip or General Pat Hurler be had bean to Istanbul and bad had two interview• with Von Papan, in wbioh be diacuesad a possi ble deal tor t he overthrow ot Bitler and the Nazi party. 
Knowing Mor de, I waa a bi t leery ot tbia -- and subsequently I have beard tram our Cairo ortioe that Cenaral Hurler 41aola1aa all raeponsibili ty ror it and , in erteot, denounces Morda. 

I am goi ng to aalce a full report of thi s to tba Acting Seoretary of State with the aucgeation t hat Mor de ahould not again be given a passport t o leave thie oountry. 
But , in m:r opinion, the r eally important part or the whole story liea in the activities abroad of the Reader' • Di gest. They are now printing a l a rge edition in Africa in English ror distribution among our troops. Korde told me t hat this edition is go ing t o be greatly expanded and extended tor our troops ell through north htrica, Si cily and Italy. 

A• you know, the Reader' s Digeet baa become more and more bitter and partiean in ita attaoka on thie J.dm.ini •­trat1on . In it• world-wide ciroulat1on it i e , 1n errect , undoing t he work t hat m:r outfit ie conatantly trying to do oversea• . They seem to be able to get plenty or paper tor their expanded edi tions in plaoee where we are hard-put-to-it to get paper tor euob essential• as air pl ane leaflet•. 
It is my suggestion that , in view or Morde ' a dangerous aotivitiea , there llligbt be some way to prevent the 



issuance ot 8DT more paasports to aen who a.re going oTeraeas in war-ti.1119 aolel1 ror the purpose ot increasing th• oiroula­tion ot the Reader 's Di gest , partioularl7 tum)Dg our OWD Jllllorioan troops. 

Robert Sherwood 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

Miss Grace Tully 
The Vlhite House 

Dear Grace : 

29 October 1943 

I am attaching two memoranda for the 
President. Would you please see that he receives 
them? Thank you. 

Sincerely , 

I 

William J. Donovan 

DECLASSIFIED 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, 0 . C . 

29 October 1943 

imLORAlfDUK FOR THE PRESIDENT, 

I beg you to read this carefully. It 
contains an idea that your skill and imagination 
could develop . 

I don•t pretend to suggest what price 
should be paid by our government for the hoped-tor 
result. 

If the plan went through, and .!f the 
culprits were delivered and fittingly tried and 
executed, and if unconditional surrender resulted, 
it would strengthen your position morally at the 
peace table . 

Russian propaganda is evidently directed 
to this very purpose . 

This paper is presented by Theodore A. 
Uorde, representative of the Readers• Digest in 
Cairo. He worked ori ginal ly for the COI and then 
for OWI. He subsequently became assistant to Alex 
Kirk in Cairo. He resigned to take the Readers• 

DECLf.SSD!'IED 
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The President - 2 - 29 October 194.3 

Digest job and meet the person concerned , 

This agent presented his plan to only two 
persons: Brigadier Generil _fa_tr.i!:LR~ley, when he was - -in Cairo as personal representative of the Presi dent, 
and Colonel Guenther, in charge of OSS in the Lliddle 
East . Both were sworn to secrecy, and neither knows 
the outcome of the plan or meetings . Both considered 
the plan feasible . General Hurley expressed a desire 
to go to Turkey with this agent to assist in the plan, 
but did not do so, apparently because his orders did 
not permit him to participate . Colonel Guenther, while 
neither he nor OSS officia l l y sponsored the action or 
plan of this agent, gave every assistance to this agent 
i n matter s of t ransportation and contacts . 

This agent traveled to Turkey as a war 
correspondent and "at no time displayed any credentials 
other than his passport . 

This agent finally succeeded in est ablishing 
personal contact with von Papen after gaining the con­
fidence of one Alexander Rustow, an anti-Hitler German, 
now a university professor in Turkey . Rustow i n turn 
contacted von Papen•s closest friend , a Herr Posth, 

DECLAS~'IFl f.D 
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The President - .3 - 29 October 194.3 

head of the Deutsche Orient Bank in Istanbul, who 
arranged the actual meetings with von Papen . 

• 

William J. Donovan 
Director 

DI: CLASSIFIED 
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· 1'EE'l'INO NO. 1 - October 5, 1943 - · Pl ace: Germany Embassy, Istanbul , Turkey 

THE FOLLOWING NOTES WERE WRITTEN IIOLEDIATELY AFTER TB.E 1"EETI NG : 
I opened the meeting by addressing von Papen as 'Mr . Ambassador . • 

I explained that I had come on a highly s ecret and important mission 
from the United Stat es for the sole purpose of seeing him . I mentioned 
t hat last week I had been in Algiers for whatever i nference he m1ght 
deri ve from that fact ; that I had traveled thousands of miles by plane 
and that my presence in Istanbul was an absolute secret; that I had not 
yet registered with the Turks nor had I reported t o the American 
Embassy . This pleased him very much. •Good,• he said. 

I then said bluntly that I was not an intelligence agent, that 
t his interview was no trick, and that I came t o him in complete good 
faith . I said that I wanted to speak openly, honest ly and frankly and 
I wanted him to trust me implicitly. He then asked me if I would tell 
him just who I was , and I replied that I wished to do so . I tol d him 
that because of the del icate natur e of this mission I carried no cre­
dentials other than my passport, which I showed h1m. Be not~ the page 
which states •the bearer is Assistant to the American Minis~er, etc • . 
to Egypt and asked if I had spent much time in the Middle East . I 
replied yes , approximately a year and a half, and explained t ha t I had 
served in t hat capaci ty i n mY j ob as Ass't , later Chief, of the OW! 
th~re . He read my name aloud and pronounced it with a heavy German 
accent as •Mord-a," and he r eferred to me throughout the i nterview 
f r om then on as •Ur. Morda ,• I t ol d him that I was now traveling 
under the disguise of a correspondent and s howed h1m my pass ; he ex­
cla imed with satisfaction when he saw my fingerprints on t he pass , and 
said he was corupl etely satisfied that I was who I represented IJIYSel f 
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to be, and that he was pleased with my f r ankness and apparent honesty 
and open-and- above board manner . lie said that he was very glad I 
had come and that he, frankly, too , wanted to meet me ; that the very 
f act that he had t old Rustow and Posth that he would grant the inter­
view proved how interested he was in what I might have to say . He 
then relaxed completely, smiled , offered me another cigarette , lighted ­
it, and gave every evidence that he no longer entertained any sus­
picions about me . Knowing that he had expressed to Rustow a fear that 
I might be an intelligence agent, I repeated again that I definitely 
was not one , tha t I knew nothing about intelligence ~nd that I was 
t here solely to t alk wi th him and present a plan for his considera-
tion; t hat I came as a trusted messenger for persons I could not 
identify to him . I even pointed out to him that obviously the fact 
I was not a person of renown, and was a young man in appearance , 
aided me to come to hi m inconspicuously and without risk of suspi cion 
and he agreed emphatically, seemibgly with renewed confidence i n me , 
It was plain to see he now looked on me as a typical American, the 
out-and-out type with nothing to hide and willing to place his cards 
on the t able . 

I then explained to hi m that I had with me a highly confiden­
tial paper which outlined something in which he ~ight be very inte­
rested; I warned him beforehand that what he read on that paper in 
no way r epresented the official views of the U. S . government ; that 
the ac tual paper itself had been a plain piece of paper with no 
letterhead or any type of official marking . 

- 2 -
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I said t ha t the message on that paper had merely been typed 
and that there was nothing on it to prove it came from any official 
U. S . gov 1 t source or any other source; that if ita contents were 
divulged no proof could ever be offered as to its source, and that 
he had only my word to vouch for whether it represented anyone's 
true opinions or not. I said that I had not written it, but that I 
was here to find out if he might be interested if the aims and de­
tails expr essed in that document could be worked out. 

I then gave him a magnif'ying glass and a tiny film - an actual 
phot ograph of the paper - and after much difficulty he was able to 
read it by holding the lens some four inches away from the film. He 
was tremendously affected. It seemed to me that tears were very 
close to his eyes. He sat back and closed his eyes for a minute and 
then whatever reserve he had felt up to that moment broke . 

He began to talk. He asked me if there couXd be any hope that . ' wha t he had read might be true. He said t he time had come when the 
war must stop. He said he prayed that a Just peace would come soon, 
and that all this horrible bloodshed would stop. He said hundreds 
of thousands of Germans were homeless, with no place to go , because 
of Allied bombings . He said all e'urope was threatened with Communism. 
He seemed then to catch himself, and i mmediately I began to talk 
myself. 

I told him that I and every American, like him, wanted this 
war to stop . But, I said, the war will never stop and the bombings 
wi ll never stop and the suffe ring will never end until Hitler and llazi 
Totalitarianism have been expelled from Germany . As I said that, he 
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nodded, as in confirmation. Watching his face closely, I said that 

the a~erage American had no hatred tor the German people, but that 

they did hate Bitler. That I hated Hitler . I hated what he had 

done to Germany, to its culture, its art, its very lite. As I said 

t his , I tried to say it with every ounce of sincerity I could. I 

said it again, and I could feel him respond; several times he nodded 

in agreement, and his eyes never left mine . 

I said that there~ a chance of peace for Germany, a Just 

peace, a peace that would not again be based on terms like those in 

the Versailles treaty, but I said Americans. felt, and America felt , 

that it was now up to the Germans to clean their own house, to GET 

RID of Hitler, and Goebbels, and Goering and Himmler and the rest of 

the criminals who had brought Germany to the state she was now in. 

Not once did he interrupt while I impressed on him our hatred for 

Hitler . 

I then told him in a quiet tone that I knew Germany and loved 

Germany; t hat many Americans knew and loved his country and some day 

hoped to live in peace with Germany; that our aim was peace not for 

Just another twenty or thirty years, but a hundred, even two hundred 

years . He said he, too, knew America, that he had many friends in 

America and had never wanted to feel any hatred towards America . But 

he said, our bombs are instilling in the Germans a hatred toward 

Americans that had never been there before; that he hoped they could 

be stopped bef ore this hatred got deep, that up to the present the 

Germans mainly blamed the British. 

DECL/.SSIFi, D 
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He then said our propaganda was wrong, that Americans seem to 

think all Germans are Nazis . That. he said . was not true . He said 

that if Americans only hated the Nazis , they should offer some hope 

to the Germans who were NOT Nazis; that now the Germans are afraid 

that they will all be included in the r evenge that had been promised 

to them by us and the British. 

I told him we knew very well that not all Germans were Nazis , 

and that was why I !}ad come to him. I sai d that it was commonly be­

lieved in America that he hated Hitler and the Nazis; that it was be­

lieved that he was one of the few great statesmen left in Germany and 

that i f anyone could lead the Germans out of the mess they were in, he 

alone was the man. Be was pleased at this . Then he said in an 

apologetic tone tha t books and the cinema and rumor had painted him in 

colors t hat were not true, always stressing mainly what he did as a 

captain i n World War 1. Be asked me if I could possibly believe he, 
• as a captain, could really have done all the things he was accused of 

doing . 

He said people gave hi m credit f or too many bl ack deeds t hat in 
the firs t place, he had never been in a position of authority to per­

form, as a mere captain. Re said such wild things had been written 

and said about him t hat he had not even taken the trouble to issue a 

denial, that he felt it was beneat h him to try t o refute irresponsible 

journalists . lie sai d in the last war his position had been different 

and after all, whatever he did, be did in behalf of his country, as 

any American would do in behalf of the U. S. A. He said if he had been 

able to remain in power as Chancellor that this war would never have 

DECU.SSTI<'I ~.D 
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come about . He said that surely anyone who knew his career as a 

leader in Germany did not need to be tol d how he objected to Hitler' s 

rise to power. "Unfortunately," he said, "Hindenburg was too old 

and he was not able to talce the strong measures needed . "And then, " 

he continued, "came Scheichler. As a r esult , I found it necessary 

to continue to serve Germany as best as I was permitted. 

I said: "But, sir, you are the one man who can re-form a new 

Germany . You are respected, not only in your own country but through­

out the world , as one wbo has Germany's interests foremost in your 

heart." While he made no comment t o t his , it was obviously what he 

W4'nted to hear. I told him that he, with t he possibility of again 

becoming t he leader of a postwar Germany, now had the opportunity to 

hasten that day; t hat what America wanted was the immediate elimina­

t ion of Hitler, either his capture or death. I said I wanted to make 

myself perfectly clear; tha t if some way could be found whereby he 

could help achieve tbat objective, America was prepared to help in 

many different ways. I told him that if Hit ler should suddenly be 

flown by plane out of Germany to a spot under American cont rol, like 

Iceland, or No. Africa, or even No. Ireland, a reacti on l!Ught set in 

in the U. S. such as was occasioned when Mussolini was suddenly re­

moved from the Itali an scene. I hammered t his home. I said "You 

have seen how America~ wel comed Italy as a new ally and how just 

her t reatment of I tal y has been since she surrendered." I said I taly 

will again be a grea t nation in the world . I pointed out how hatred 

for t he Italians largely dissipated in the U. S. and England once~the 

balloon had been pricked and t he main obj ect of their hatred, 

Mussol~ni, no longer figured in t he picture . 

- 6 - ~ 
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I 
I told him that the 1ame thing not onl 1 might but probablJ 

would happen 1n the u.s . once Hitler were out. He asked me what 

would happen to H1 tler, it' au ch a thing ahould happen as, for i .n -

11 tance , Hitler should be deli vered into the bands of the Americana . 

I said I had no idea, but that I thought, as in the case of Hes s , 

he would probably be treated as a prisoner ot we,r in accordance with 

his former rank as head of a state , and conti .ned in a s a1'e place 

away t'rom mob violence until such t i me a s he cou~d be accorded 

justice and tried by a court to be established a1'ter the war . He 

then made a s trange r emark: he said there was a great !e.:'r in 

Ge rmany over the prospect 01' the man1 leadi ng figures being unjustl1 

tried bJ a postwar court comprised 01' repr esentatives 01' t he United 

Nations ; that it was only just that these l eaders be tri ed by 

German courts , that German j ustice 1'ormerly had always been correct 

and 1'air. I asked him it' he thought the Nazis would have permitted 

American or British courts to try Roosevelt or Churchill if they had 

won the war. He did not reply. 

I again made it very clear to him that if he knew 01' any 

possible way to hasten the 1'all 01' Hitler, he could count on every 

assistance from Amori ca . He asked h1m it' he .t'UllJ understood what 

I was implying, and he replied he did, but that obviously at that 
• moment he was not able to give me any sort of answer. 

At l east three times he brought up the matter 01' our demand 

1'or unconditional surrender, and nothing leas than that. He s aid 

that this was being pounded into the minds of the Germana and that 
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perhaps even those who might care to hasten the peace ware afraid 

to do so in the race ot that prospect . I told b1m that from m'1 

knowledge of America and its leaders , he could count on bearing 

our demand tor unconditional surrender to t he very da'1 our army 

marched into German.,; that this did not mean there waa no hope for 

German., , far from it. That America and our great President, Kr. 

Roosevelt , knew that a lasting peace could not be achieved without 

Germany once again assuming her pl ace in the lineup of the United 

Nations and the democracies. But that it would have to be a new 

type of Germany, and one with which we could enter into economical 

negotiations honorably and Tith complete trust , 

He asked me if I thought America planned to keep a standing 

army in Germany after the war , if America planned to police Europe. 

I told him again I had no idea, that that it was believed, and I 

believed , that defini tely, yes , America would maintain an army 1n 

Germany for a long period, long enough surely to 1naure that a 

lasting pe.ac9 was hastened and to guard against any anarchy that 
' might break out , It is 'l1r1 definite impression that this was 

exactly what he hoped and wanted to hear. 

He asked me if I thought Mr. Roosevelt would care to deal 

with him, personally. I said that was something I naturally could 

not answer, that it was conceivable everything 1n the fUture , as 

far as the President was concerned, and insofar as he b1maelf was 

concerned, depended on what he did in our favor to help bring the 

war to a qui ck conclusion by ridding Germany of i ts present govern­

ment . I said, "Mr. Roosevelt is a great statesman, the leading 

DECLASSIFIEU 
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statesman in the world today. " He replied: "Yes, he is a great man . " 

He then said he doubted if Churchill would ever want to deal with 

him. "I got along very well with Chamberlain, " he 1aid, but 

Chur chill and Chamberlain are two different types or men." 

He then referred again to the bombing or Germany, which he 

characterized as "horrible" . He 1aid we could not hope to gain by 

this means. He s aid that only 10 per cent or Germany's war produo­

tion has been at'fected by the bombing. He said "it was the innocent 

peopl e who are suffering t oday." 

He said he woul d l i ke to talk for a minute about Italy. 

"Why, " he asked , "did you insist on unconditional surrender rrom 

Italy?" I said I thought tha t should be apparent . He s aid i t was 

a great mistake . He said if we had been content merely to make 

Italy a non-belligerent neutral , Germany would have withdrawn her 

forces from Italy and not at t empted to defend it . He said, as it 

was , Germany was compelled to r esist 1n Italy. I told him that any 

choice other than demanding unconditional surrender woul d have been 

ridiculous , from a military standpoint; that we needed Italy 's air­

bases from which to bomb both Germany and Occupied Europe; and fur­

ther, that we knew we would soon have all or I t aly and that Germany 

had never tasted an onslaught of bombing such as she would soon 

have to face once we had all of Italy in our posses sion. I said 

it seemed so needless to continue this terrible waste of Germany•s 

and our own men, when the conclusion or this war could be speeded 

if only he could aid in bri nging about the collapse or the Nazis. 
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He said that t he people of Germany believed, and perhaps 

rightly ( I ) that the war was foroed on them, and yet they alone 

stood 1n the way of Commun1am f r om sweeping E~rope . He said that 

t he Germans oould not undera~and why the democracies were not awake 

to that danger . I said that he knew America well enough to know 

that Americana had no sympathy for Communism, as such. He said 

our bombings of c i ties like Hamburg was doing more to spread 

Communism in Europe that anything else , not only in Europe, ~ 

in Germany itself. 

He asked what I thought the coming Moscow conference was 

for . I told him I had not the slightest i dea but that it presumably 

was to reaffirm our ·friendship with Russia, t o plan turther military 

moves that would l ead to the defeat of Germany, and possibly even 

to s ign documents a ttesting to tha t fact . He s aid he thought we 

and the British were blind, and that any documents signed would be 

worth just what the Russian-German treaty was worth. And then he 

threw in a warning that some day we in America and England may wak~ 

up to find tha t the Nazis have s i gned a separate peace with Ruas ia, 

and then where will we be? He s aid he had just f i nished reading 

Davi es• book about Russia, that Davies had become a Russo- phile 

and that he was danger ous to America for that reason. 

Be concluded the interview by asking me if he could meet 

me again after having a chance to think over what we had been 

discussing, and suggested a meeting in t wo days . I told him I must 

leave 1n t wo days and requested t hat he arrange a meeti ng for t o­

morrow. He agreed and said he would arr ange that we meet on an 
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I ialand in the Marmara, ~rinkipe, where our mutual oontaot, Pesth, 
had a houae. He said that he would sail to the island in his own 
boat to avoid being followed. 

As we rose to leave , he took me by the arm and said: "You 
cannot realize how seriously affected I am by this talk with you. 
A man in my position has a great weight to carry and many troubles . 

I will think ot what you have said to me and will try to give you 
an answer to take back with you to Amerloa. " 

He said there had been several attempts on his life and that 
it was very dangerous for bot h or us to meet . He asked me to be 

careful, and never permit a word of our conference to reach anyone 
except President Roosevelt , whom he trusted. 

I asked him about the oar which was stationed near the front 

gate of the embassy. He s aid the oar had men in lt whose job was 
to protect him, and that if I had made an attempt against his life, 
they had orders to shoot me. But he told me I had nothing to 
worry about. 

As we were about to shake hands and part, he again too~ my 

arm and pulled me over to a large map on the wall . "Look at that 

great space," he said , indicating Russia, "think what industrial 
havoc they can do, and what t hey can do to all Europe . " 

With that, he grasped my hand very firmly, smiled and said 

he would look forward to our meeting tomorrow, at which time he 
would return my magnifying glass and try to give me a me ssage to 

ta.1'e back to America. 
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He then opened t he door, and I stepped into the hall, again 

trying to appear very German. He said a f ew words in German t o 

Rustow, who j oined me in a t itt bows to him, as we made our exit. 

Our r eturn to the same waiting taxi, and subsequent ride 

back to Istanbul was without comment on my part or Ruatow•s, !lild 

without incident . The interview with Von Papen lasted an hour 

and five minutes . 
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KEET ING NO. 2 October 6th, 1943 

Place: House on Krinkipo Island, Sea of Marmera, Turkey 

THE FOLLOWING NOTES WERE WRITTEN IMJiEDIATELY AFTER THE MEETING: 

My second meeting with Von Papen lasted an hour and a halt 

and differed from the first in that Von Papen was eager to talk 

and spoke freely, without hesitation, and apparently with complete 

confidence in me. 

He opened the conversation by telling me that he had devoted 

many hours of thought to what we had discussed yesterday and had 

prepared some notes, which he showed me, consisting of three pages 

in his own handwriting. He said he would not give these to me, 

since I likewise had not given him anything in writing attesting 

to our meeting, but that I was free to take any notes myself on 

wh't he had to say, with one reservation: that I was to show them 

to no one other than the President . He said hie message to ms 

this a fternoon was tor the President , that he wanted me to see 

him, and explain to him Just what he , Von Papen, felt and what he 

proposed . 

He dealt first with the points brought up in the film which 

I gave him yesterday. He also a1ked if he might retai n the film 

and I t old him, certainly . He returned my magnifying glass which 

he borrowed yesterday. 
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He said he wanted to stress that he was "first and foremost, 
a German patriot." That hie lite bad been devoted to his co\1ntry 
and that his country, not its government, came f irst . 

Re paragraph 1 of the outline I gave him, he said the word 
"dominate" was wrong--tbat the real Germany that represented the 
German people did not want to "domi.nate" Europe; that tradition 
and history showed that Germany had never wanted to "dominate" 
Europe, politically. 

He said he thoroughly approved of a Federation ot the 

European states in the poet war world, and as a German, he felt 
Germany should be permitted a r ole ot leadership in the economics 
of Europe . But, he said, there should also exist a fair economical 
understanding between all the states, which should be considered 
as more important than anything political; that a Federated govern­

ment of Europe should have time to give proof that a mutual under-,. 
standing existed economically, and that later should come any 
d1scuae1on ot political disput es or treaties. 

He s aid he felt Aus t ria was and ls German and must remain 
German, that the people of Austria would so choose if given a 
chance to decide by themselves , That Austria never again should 
be placed 1n the hands of the Hapsburgs. He made a gesture as if 
dismissing the Hapsburgs as not worth considering. 

He aaid that the Sudetanland part of Chech territory should 
have autonomy, as after Munich, 
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Regarding Poland, ha said he believed the frontiers of 

1914 should b.s restored, that the "hated" corridor should be 

al1m1natad; that Poland should be given an outlet to the sea 

near Liabaw; but that the province ot Posen should be given back 

to Garmany to which it had belonged. 

He said ha felt there should be no trouble arranging a 

peace with Franca, which should be r estored to the Franch intact. 

As for Alsace-Lorraine , he felt that some arrangement could 

easily be affected with France whereby perhaps a division could 

be mads, possi bly baaed on a just plebiscite . 

He said he felt the Ukraine was needed by the new Europe 

as a "food larder" , that the Ukraine should perhaps be mads an 

independent stats , allied by common treaty with Europe , but 

defi.nitely with Europe and not wit)l Russia, or under any Asiatic 

influence. That the Ukrai.ne should be 1.ndependent and merely 

serve the purpose of a granary to feed Europe 's populations , al l 

countries on a f air and equal bas i s . 

Ha said that in the p9stwar Europa , there should be no 

fight for 1118.rkets . Be saiq that ther e should also be no fight ·. 
between Germany and America, or Germany and Britain for markets •••• 

that Germany needed our products (citing automobi les) and we 

needed hers , as chemical products , photographic apparatus, etc . 

Ra t he paragraph in t bs outline dealing with Japan, he 

dismissed Japan •1th an expressive wave of his hand, saying 
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Germany had no interest whatever in Japan. 

. . 
... -

He said the postwar oil situation was important to 

Germany; that he hoped it might be possible for Germany to get 

a concession in the Pacific area now under Japanese control , and 

perhaps also a concession in the Pacific that would -~rve Germany 

as a source of supply for at least a minimum quantity of rubber; 

but he said that the question of colonies should not stand in 

the way of peace, and that Germany, under a new government , would 

be prepared to let a just peace conference decide her need in that 

respect. 

He said his interest and that of other leaders of Germany, 

who were not Nazis and did not approve of the Nazis , was to safe­

guard the eoonomical, and to whatever extent possible , the politi­

cal existence of the German people, certainly not the present 

government of the German people , for the Ge rman people could not 

be included in that government. 

He then turned to a general discussion of other subJects , 

on which he made the following remarks : 

Again referring to a Federation of European states, Von 

Papen said he sincerely believed this was not only possible, but , 

from Germany's standpoint , desirable. That he would like to see 
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the capital in Berlin, ot course, but this was not essential ; 

that representation in bhe Federation should be according to 

population , on some such lines as our H0 use of Represent atives . He 

repeated again that Germany, the pre- Hitler Germany and 'the post­

war Germany, had no wish to "dominate" . 

He said he himself knew, a.nd that it was known by the 

German people , that they had no hope of winning the war; rurther, 

that even the Nazis knew it. He warned that the Nazis were still 

capable of tricks , and suggested it was even possible that when 

Russia reached the point of invading German territory, some "Red" 

general mi ght try to pull a •coup d'etat and, salvaging what he 

could of the German a rmy, make a deal with the Russians and go 

over to their side in order to share in the Communist sweep of 

Europe . Re said this •could' happen one dayl That tha t was why 

we must have an immediate peace , as s oon as it could be arranged, 

to forestall such a catastrophe , that would not only cause ruin to 

the German people and Europe , but also to America 's and England ' s 

aims and desires for a l asting peace . 

D"SCLASSlr lLlJ 
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He said •success breeds success,• and that already some Nazi 

leaders are gazing admiringly on what Communism had been able to do 

for Russia, and that they even admired Communism in many respects and 

felt that it might even be a better system than their own, and worth 

imitating . He said Germany was now in the position that Russia was 

when the war bet ween Russia and Germany began. 

Von Papen again said our bombings of Germany were doi ng more 

to spread Communism inside Germany than anything else ••• that hun­

dreds of t housands of people are homeless; that in their condition of 

despai r, they were already turning to communism as their "hope;" that 

they were saying to each other : "it works." \'/hen I mentioned that 

Hamburg had been a communistic center in Germany before the war, he 

ag reed and said "Look a t Hamburg , as an example of that . 11 He said 

Hamburg is completely ruined and the destructi on is•terrible, • as is 

the suffering . He begged tha t we stop this horrible bombing , that it 

was not necessary for us to wi n the war, tha t our leaders should 

realize that they were doi~g more harm than good . He then went on, 

temporarily losing control of his feelings, and said the German 

people were not behind t he ltazis, tha t they were beginning to feel 

that the Allies must be even worse than the Nazis , if they continued 

this ruthless bombing . That we had a r eal chance to do good propa­

ganda by showing tha t our hatred of the Nazis was not directed at 

the German people themselves. That our rad.i o and our press should 

not include the German people and the Nazis as one, that they should 

refr ain from so doing in order to inspire a hope in the German people 

when they so badly need it . 

DECLASSTI<l ED 
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Von Papen said with every show of sincerity that the war must 

stop; pounding the table hard, he said that homel ess people who were 

without hope and who were suffering deeply, could only mean inevitabl e 

anarchy in Europe; t hat the working classes who were hi t most were a 

people who could easily follow the communistic banner later. 

Again referring to the future peace, he said he hoped America 

and Britain would keep an armed force in Europe for a long enough 

period to guard against anarchy and to preserve law and order, but 

that he personally doubted if the democracies could ever be convinced 

of the necessity for doing this. He said also that he hoped peace 

terms would permit Germany to maintain some anny to keep gua rd on her 

east wall against the Russians; that such a guard would have to be 

maintained t o save Europe, and that Germany wanted to do this as her 

share, and to protect herself. 

He said he feared, and most of all, the German people feared 

another Versailles tr~ty with its 14 points . He bitterly condemned 

the Versailles treaty and said it was only because of its unfair 

terms that the German people had ever been swayed to fall in line 

behi nd Hitler . That up to the t ime tha t Hitler came to power, 

Germany had tried to be a model nation, under his leadership and that 

of von Hindenburg . Tha t they had tried, but failed, because the 

German people were deprived of what t hey considered their rights and 

were easily won over by Hitler when he promised to regain them for 

them. 

Once when von Papen was talking about the Nazis, he smiled 

broadly and said ther e were many people in Germany who called them 

- 19 _ ,.<( ~ss~£.'P 
\)V..'vV' 



•animals,• including his family l (Bis family were with him, waiting 

for him on their boa t while he tal ked to me) . He told me he had told 

them he had to "discuss some business' matters .n 

He said the German people were NOT behind the Nazis , as we 

in America seemed to feel; that they would gladly expel them if 

given t he chance, and would welcome a new government, if this new 

government could give them any hope of rel easing them from the 

stress t o which they were now submitted. 

Von Papen said another mistake Americans made was to put 

Nazis and Prussians in the same category . That a Prussian o~ficer 

learns to be a gentleman, to love his f amily, learns honor and dis­

cipline, and learns t o live as a •poor man,• and not try to get 

rich , like the Nazis l He said we were making a •grave mistake • to 

class them together. 

Once our conversation t ouched on Turkey, and he said Turkey 

would never enter the war on the German side, t hat thn t f act was 

recognized even bY the Nazis, and that Turkey had never been on the 

German side. 

He said that Germany, even though she was led bY misguided 

leader s , had succeeded in staving off Communism, and that he had 

heard that the Br itish referred to Germany's eastern a rmy as a 

British Expeditionary Force . I said that I had heard it sai d in 

America it was a question of "dog eat dog , " and said "if you'll 

excuse me" and he laughed heartily . 

He said t he chief fear of the German people was that 
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Germany would be carved into little states; he admitted, when I 

pointed it out, that· t he Italian people had fa red well at the hands 

of the Allies, but said it would have been better from a propaganda 

standpoint if we had told them before that their fate would not be 

severe, as then they could have weakened Mussolini easily from 

within; that Bagdolio•s coup d'etat was easier than the Italian 

people had ever expected it woul d be . 

I then told him again that my visit would be a complete 

failure if he could not give me a message to take back to America 

that would show some way whereby he and Germany were anxious to end 

this war by an act of their own f rom wi thin. I said only one thing 

would ever satisfy the American people, and that was for Hit ler to 

be forcibly ejected from Germany, along with his cohorts, and if 

possible del ivered into the hands of t he .American people . I told 

him that the whole war psychology of the .American people would be 

greatly affected if some day a plane landed in Iceland or No . Africa 

with Hitler, and perhaps Goering, Himmler and Goebbels on i t, 

signifying the removal from the German scene of the top Nazis. That 

only by their removal could America ever consider discussing a peace 

with Germany . I tol d him bluntly t hat I was there to ask that he 

bring t his about. 

He r eplied very gr avely t hat this was a sking a great deal of 

him. That he r eali zed it was a job that had to be done by t he 

German people themselves . Tha t it had to be done from within and 

could not be done f r om without. He said, too, not to forget that 
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' there ~many Hitler supporters , especially among the youth, 

and that his death or removal would have a great and questionable 

effect on the.m. That "changing horses in mid-stream"was not easy, 

and was especially del icate in time of war . 

Finally he said that to overthrow Hitler would be difficult, 

but he thought i t could be done . Be said this most thoughtfully, 

and seriously. 

BUT, he said , for him to stir revolt in Germany and for him 

to convince "his fri ends " t hat t he time had come to throw out Hi tler 

and the Nazis, he must have something to "offer" to those friends , 

something definite and "solid" and based on a sacred understanding. 

He asked me directly : "If there were to be a new government in 

Germany, would America and Britain be willing to make peace?" :r: 

said I couldn't say, but I thought it all depended on the government 

formed, and more that that , depended on the Nazi l eaders , including 

Hitler, being delivered into actual A~lied hands , That unless this 

were done , there would always be a suspicton i n America and England 

tha t Hit ler and t he others were in hiding somewhere, and that they 

might be l iving, even if t hey were reported dead •• • tha t their 

physical persons mus t be in the hands of the Allies before any such 

s tory would be believed. 

I asked him directly if he personally were ready to aid the 

Allies in getting rid of Hitler . He sairt t hat depended on whether 

Pr esident Roosevelt was prepared to offer him a promise of peace 

tha t would be attractive enough to "his friends" to support him i n 
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that effort . He said he MUST be able to give them an incentive, 

something concrete that promised a future for Germany tha t would not 

be as harsh as unconditional surrender with all its harsh implications. 

I said, suppose that can be arranged, will you THEN do your utmost to 

get rid of Hitl er and the Nazis? Be replied very simply, yes . 

He said that he had the highest respect for the President, and 

knew he could trus t him to live up to his word . That if I, or some 

other envoy of the President could supply him with proof tha t we 

meant what we said in holding out a hope for GermanY'S future , ·he 

would then take steps to bring abou t what we desired, i.e . a new 

government in Germany, and a complete ousting of the Nazis. 

Re said he wanted me to tell the President that he, von Papen 

himself, was too ol d for personal aspirations, but t hat he would be 

honored to be in charge of the new government of Germany, and that 

he was looked up to by t he German people and trusted as a leader . 

That he, however, would be wi l ling to aid whatever new government 

was chosen, r egardl ess whether he personally led it . 

I asked him if he would be willing to meet t he President , 

supposing that that could be arranged, or if he would be v1illing to 

meet one of our highest leaders, and he said he woul d be most willing , 

i f it could be arranged, but tha t it would be very difficul t . That 

hi s life was constantly in danger, and thre.e attempts had been made 

already. Be then asked me if I thought it might be possible for him 

to meet Mr . Bull when he returned from the Moscow conference. Then 

he seemed to think this over, and said no, he felt Mr. Hull was too 

conspicuous, but that if .he were coming to Turkey, he t hought it 
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might be arranged , if I "ould help . 

I tol d him we were prepared to help him get rid of Hitler 

in any way he suggested . He said he recognized that no one could 

help them inside Germany , that they must do it themselves . 

I then proposed that if I were to meet him again in - say -

a month or five weeks , with a definite assurance from the President 

along the lines he wanted, would he fulfill his part and effect 

this change of government in Ger1114ny . He said that he would leave 

for Germany during my absence in the states, or in any case , would 

get in touch with his "people" and return to Turkey with a definite 

plan of action to acco~plish ·What he and we mutually desired . He 

said: "Tell your President that I will leave to contact my people 

i n Germany . Tell him that I must have something definite to offer 

them. Tell him that I will do my best and that I believe we will 

have success ." 

I told him, if he would do that , I felt ll1Y mission had 

been a success . He smiled and shook hands warmly and said again 

he must ask my complete confidence as any disclosure of our con­

versation to anyone other t han the President might lead to his 

death . He said that he trusted me, and that I must be very care­

ful, and that in turn I could trust him without reservation not 

to disclose to anyone what had taken place between us . He said 

he hoped to meet me again in four or five weeks . 

; DECLASSil• 1.r...U 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. (25) 

17 December 1943 

Mis s Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 
My dea r ~iss Tully : 

Enclosed is a memorandum for 

the President o~ the subject of OSS Acti vi­

ties in the Far East . We shall very much 
appreciate your bringing it to his atten­

tion. 

Very sincerely, 

G. Edward Buxton 
Acting Director 

, 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINOTON, D. C. 

l6 Deceaber 194J 

Ger.er·•l Donovan Ima roquootod in u cable from 
lie• De.lhi , d•ted 14 December 194J, t.h 1t the follo•ing in­
form•tion concerning OSS activities in the !•r L•st be 
eo...unic.t ed to you. 

•ass h•s :.ooe •rr..,..go"'!nts •1th the Chin-
ese to estab_ish a speci'll Joint Intolhgence 
~ervice ;;ii.med at Jii!>&n nll t.erri tory conttoiled 
oy Ja,,.,n. Subse,uenLy I di.c.we«o the arr-'lge­
ment. wi t.l:i t.~e Chinese U:inist.frr of "'"'r .Jl- .:.ecured 
his ann the Gener~i,~iJIO ' a ap_rov.1 . "e n~ve in· 

1or:>ed Gener-1 Stilwell in ~•t.l! . 

"To the S<oltGfnct.ion of C"ner l ..,t.i .1\11:11 ....n:! 
hG.3ir ... l •.:nintbat.t.en, ::k.,.'.) htc. ~ ... t..abo.1ohed J1iscions 
.. ; th both ~:U:.C .nJ CBI.• 

rt"t>.<::<tr:"'o 
E; 

C()') (o l..7-

Cf A 

Sll 

G. Edw.•N Buxton 
Acting llirector 

·I 
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