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Coordinator of Information

THE WAR THIS WEEK

As strietly military events receded somewhat into the back-
ground during the past week, India emerged to occupy the
center of the international scene. Sir Stafford Cripps is
seeking to harmonize that country’s deep antagonisms in
Britain's most recent compromise, but this plan is now
seriously threatened by the resistance of Mahatma Gandhi
and the All-India Congress.

In the Battle of Burma the Japanese are being stoutly
resisted south of Prome and north of Toungoo, but their
advance toward the critical areas of upper Burma has not
been arrested. At the other extremity of the Japanese “ling”
(in New Guinea) torrential rains have impeded their activity,
but recent Japanese air reconnaissance reveals their renewed
interest in the islands of Melanesia even as far south as New
Caledonia,

The continuing lull in the Mediterranean and a fresh
analysis of the Axis position there now strongly inclines
military observers to the view that no large scale offensive is
to be anticipated in that region. The Axis, it is believed, has
insufficient strength for concurrent offensives in the Mediter-
ranean and in Russia, and will perforce elect the latter theater
of operations. On the Eastern Front itself no important
changes can be verified, but as Allied shipments to Russia
increase in volume, the Germans have launched the “Battle
of the Arctic" with heavy initial attacks on the critical
Murmansk-Archangel supply route.
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Failure of Indian Conciliation?

While the counter-proposals of the Working Committee of
the All-India Congress are not yet known, it 18 already ap-
parent that Sir Stafford Cripps’ plan is being seriously
questioned by the most powerful political element in India.
Earlier reports that Gandhi and Nehru were in disagreement
may very likely be unfounded. In an article published in
the Hindusion Times, Devadas Gandhi, son of the Mahatma,
has indieated the probable basis of Congress reservations,
Young Gandhi objects to the plan because it gives Britain
complete control of India's war effort,

Despite Bir Stafford’s earlier statement that he was in no
position to negotiate, observers in New Delhi suggest that he
has postponed his return to England and may very well refer
the counter-proposals of the Congress party to London for
further discussion. And the report of a coming meeting
between Nehru and Wavell perhaps foreshadows a eompro-
mise on the crueial issue of control over Indian defense.

Character of the British Plan

Another possible objection to the British scheme is its
major premise that India, far from being “one and indivisi-
ble,” is potentially a group of autonomous states. The
British proposals envisage (1) an Indian Union which would
be a Dominion, (2) any number of other “Dominions” con-
sisting of provinees not electing to adhere to the Union.
Sinee a Dominion would apparently be subject to no higher
authority and would have the right to secede from the Em-
pire, and since each Dominion would be independent of every
other, India would no longer necessarily remain a political
unit under the British plan.

This implied division of India was the ground on which the
Hindu Mahasabha rejected the plan., The Liberal Sapru
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group and the Azad Moslem Conference, also pledged to
Indian unity, may very well take the same stand. On some-
what similar grounds, the warrior Sikhs of the Punjab,
alleging that the British proposals put them at the merey of
the Moslem majority in that provinee, has likewise returned a
negative answer. Paradoxically enough, even the Moslem
anfgue, long the advocate of Indian partition and the only
major group whose program the British plan seems to satisfy,
18 apparently reconsidering its earlier attitude of acceptance,

As the outlook for India grew darker, some observers
blamed India's leaders and found them lacking in political
realism. Others, however, maintained that the British pro-
posals had not gone far enough, that they did not satisfy the
Congress demands for “full government now,” and that by
conecessions to the Moslem League, they had alienated the
party of Gandhi and Nehru. The latter is the only Indian
group that other members of the United Nations—notably
China and Russin—would be likely to weleome for the
leadership of India's war effort.  In any case, it was apparent
that only Japan could profit by further doubts and delays
in settling India’s political future,

Retreat and Terrorism in Burma.

In Burma, where the Japanese have eoncentrated heavy
air power and where they have recently landed a fresh divi-
sion, the situation is becoming steadily more critical. The
Chinese defenders of Toungoo, following fierce fighting in
the town itself, have withdrawn their prineipal forces to the
north where a Chinese communigué states the main battle
will be fought.

On the Irrawaddy front, advanece DBritish units have
narrowly escaped encirclement south of Prome. Mesntime
Japanese naval units have arrived off the Andaman Islands.
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The Japanese also have landed in foree at the port of Akyab
in western Burma. And reports of native unrest and almost
open revolt bring into focus the tremendous difficulties faced
by the defenders of Burma,

These conditions, the reports state, are especially char-
acteristie of the right bank of the Irrawaddy as far north as
the Chin Hills. North of Pakokku, native snipers have been
shooting from huts and trees at refugees passing by in autos.
Even in the plains to the south of Mandalay, the government
apparently fears the outhreak of terrorism in areas not
effectively occupied by the Allied armies. In the moun-
tainous regions to the north and east, however, the natives
are not yet aroused and seem inclined to resist the intrigues
of the Japanese invaders. Meanwhile, as the Japanese
approach the border of India, authorities in Caleutta have
urged civilians to evacuate that city as soon as possible.

Accelerated Action on the India-China Highway

As British and Chinese froops in Burma fought a gallant
rear-guard action, Chinese authorities were reported to be
marshalling their full resources to rush to completion China’s
new lifeline from India. The building of two one-way “jeep
roads”—which light trucks going in one direction could use,
even when the roads were only semi-finished—is the latest
proposal. - Such roads would make possible the inauguration
of traffic before the beginning of the heavy rains late in May.

Meanwhile, on the prineipal new India-China road, Chinese
and British are speeding construction from both ends of the
northern Assam-Burma section (Ledo to Myitkyina), as
well as on the section from Myitkyina via Tengchung to
Lungling, in Yunnan provinee. Materials and equipment
originally intended for the Burma-Yunnan railway or for the
improvement of the Burma Road proper are being directed
to this new emergency effort.
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In China itself, the government is apparently elaborating a
program for organizing resistance in areas under Japanese
control. Already a conference of the Formosan Revolu-
tionary League at Chungking has requested that Formosa
become a provinee of China. About Korea, whose revolu-
tionary movement is not yet widespread or completely
unified, the Chinese authorities appear to be more hesitant.
Azide from & statement by Sun Fo, president of the Legisla-
tive Yuan (see The War This Week, March 19-26, p. @),
the government of China has issued no specific promises of
Korean independence,

Ludll in the Southwest Pacific

While air reconnaissance recently has revealed the presence
of several eruisers and destroyers and about 15 transports
and supply vessels at Rabaul, evidence of the increasing im-
portance of this base for Japanese operations, there has been
no notable inerease in Japanese troop concentrations in the
Rabaul-New Guinea-Solomon Islands area. At present it is
estimated that in the whole region from Timor to the Japa-
nese Mandates there are not more than three divisions—a
negligible force where major operations are envisaged. The
disposition of Japanese ground forces in the South Pacific
has not in fact changed to any marked extent since the con-
quest of Java.

In the air, Japanese attacks on Port Moreshy and Port
Darwin continue, but Australian Air Minister Drakeford
announces that American and Australian planes now have
loeal air supremacy over New Guinea and New Britain.

Northeast New Guinea, which last fall and early winter
suffered a record drought, now appears to have been visited
by torrential rains. According to newspaper reports, the
Markham Valley area has been flooded and the Japanese
have been forced to withdraw toward Lae, where they had
made one of their original landings.
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Floods in the area between Lae and SBalamaua will prove an
immediate obstacle to the Japanese, whose ohjective in this
region apparently was the oceupation and development of a
number of cormmercial air fields already located there.  From
these bases it was believed that enlarged air operations against
the continent and the Torres Strait would be attempted.
The land in this area lies only a few hundred feet above ses
level and is readily transformed into swamp by heavy rains.

Recapitulation on Java

A first-hand report on the situation in Java during the
Japanese assault has now been received. The speed and
scope of the attack eaught the Dutch unawares, according to
this account. The Dutech had anticipated a landing at
Semarang, for example, but not the coordinate landings to
the east and west,

The rapidity of the assault also prevented really adequate
demolitions. In general, public utilities, telephones, power
plants, railroads, and automobiles, as well as stocks of raw
materials, fell intact to the Japanese. The Ameriecan refinery
and wells at Palembang in Sumatra were totally demolished,
but destruction of the Shell refinery and wells was interrupted
by a surprise parachute attack, and Dutch air forces were
obliged to try later to finish the job by bombing.

Official Netherlands sources state, however, that oil
installations on Java, as well as oil in storage, were completely
destroyed. The naval base at Hoerabaja also was wrecked
and cannot be made suitable for the use of any warships, it
is estimated, in less than two months, Actual rebuilding will
require & much longer time.

Most British and American technicians escaped, but it
proved impossible to effect the escape of many Dutch.
Netherlands sources dedare there were a thousand trained
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pilots in the Netherlands East Indies before the war, and
about 500 planes. Between 400 and 450 pilots were killed
and the planes almost all destroyed. Some pilots esecaped,
as did some naval vessels and their erews.

Japan Wins Representation at the Vatican

The most recent diplomatie success of the Japanese is
witnessed in a press report that Ken Harada, Acting Ambas-
sador to Vichy, has been appointed to serve concurrently as
Special Minister to the Vatican “with a view to rendering
still closer existing relations between Japan and the Holy
See.” This is the culmination of a diplomatie offensive
going back as early as the first week in February when
Japan informally requested permission to appoint an emissary
to the Holy See, to the astonishment, it was said, of even the
German Counselor of Embassy to the Vatican.

This appointment is undoubtedly intended primarily to
facilitate Japanese relations with the predominantly Catholie
population of the Philippines and to allay possible fears that
the Japanese would interfere with freedom of worship in the
islands. Japan may hope in time to secure the substitution
of Italian, German, or Japanese personnel for the important
American element among the clergy of the Philippines,
introduced following our annexation of the islands, Official
relations with the Holy See might also be helpful to Japan on
a minor scale in connection with Catholic missions in China
and other oceupied territory and with the Catholie community
in Japan which, while small, includes a few influential persons,
notably Admiral Yamamoto, Commander of the Japanese
fleet.

Ken Harada, now 50 years of age, comes from a prominent
Protestant Christian family of Kyoto. His father was at
one time president of Doshisha University, the leading pri-
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vate Christian school in Japan. After graduating from the
law department at Tokyo Imperial University in 1018,
Harada served in a minor official capacity at the Paris peace
conference. Subsequently he epent many years in Geneva
with the Japanese Office at the League of Nations. He was
appointed Counselor of the Japanese Embassy in Franee in
November 1939,

The Soviet Navy in the Far FEast

As the ice begins to break up in Russian harbors in the Far
East, the Soviet navy attracts fresh attention as a factor in a
possible Russo-Japanese War. It is well known that the
Soviets have a very large fleet of submarines and torpedo
boats in the Orient. This force might act as a substantial
deterrent to a Japanese attack in this area,

The Soviet navy is based primarily on Vladivostok. The
latter is, because of its proximity to Japanese-occupied
Manchu:jn, the most vulnerable to attack of all Russian
Far Eastern ports. With the help of icebreakers, Vladi-
vostok can be used as a base the year round. Even if
Viadivostok were lost, the Soviets possess bases further
north at Sovetskaya Gavan and Nikolaevsk. Finally, they
have a naval base at Petropavlovsk on Kamechatka. The
last named is ice-free by early May, Nikolaevsk late in May
and Sovetskaya Gavan like Vladivostok could be kept open
+by icebreakers. The last named may soon be connected by
rail with the Trans-Siberian railroad and is to be the ter-
minus of the new northern Trans-Siberian road which has
been under active construction for some time.

Aretic Sea Batile

On the Russian front, interest has shifted from the conti-
nental battle ground—where action js already in considerable
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measure immobilized by the spring thaw—to the SBoviet
supply lines in the far north. First, a surprise air and naval
attack by Russian forces behind the Nazi lines near Mur-
mansk somewhat relieved the pressure on this vital ses-
port. To this the Germans replied with an attack on a
convoy somewhere near the North Cape. Here the Nazis
elaim to have sunk two or possibly three merchant ships
{one of 10,000 tons) and to have torpedoed a British cruiser—
with the loss to themselves of one destroyer. The British
admit—without specifying the time or place—the sinking of
the light cruiser Naiad. But British and Soviet naval units,
engaged for the first time in joint operations, have apparently
saved the major part of the convoy, after damaging three
submarines and a destroyer, besides the one whose loss the
Germans have admitted,

The erucial importanee of keeping open the shipping lanes
to Murmansk is apparent in the fact that the value of lease-
lend exports to Russia—a large proportion of which is air
craft—increased notably during the last week of January and
has since risen sharply. Such shipments will play their part
in Russian resistance to a probable Nazi offensive this spring,
Perhaps symptomatic of preparations for such an offensive
were the renewed bombing of Moscow by the Germans and a
reported Nazi attack in the Kalinin area.

Typhus on the Eastern Front

There is inereasing evidence that throughout eastern
Europe the spread of typhus has now assumed at least mild
epidemic proportions, although these reports should be
accepted with some reserve, pending confirmation (see
The War This Week, January 15-22, pp. 10-11). Although
native populations appear to be hardest hit, the German
invaders themselves have suffered and are known to have

brought the infection back into Germany.
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In French North Africa and Spain also the number of cases
is considerably above the usual endemic level. In the former
area, 2,500 cases are now reported weekly.,

Except for hospital attendants and others whose duties
bring them regularly into eontact with typhus vietims, the
German Army is unvaceinated, Reliable observers believe
that the Germans do not possess sufficient anti-typhus
vaccing to combat the disease through mass inoculation,
The epidemic is expected to continue through April and,
according to one source, will reach a seasonal peak in May.

German Air Strength for the Spring

Clues to probable German air strength for the expected
spring offensive are given in a study just completed in the
Eeomomics Division of the Coordinator’s office. At the
beginning of the Russian campaign the Nazi production of
planes of all types was about 2,200 a month., First line
strength was 5,700, reserves increased the figure for opera-
tional types to 12,600 planes. The total number of planes
in the German air force, including transports and trainers,
was 23,300,

The estimated monthly production of aireraft in Germany
inereased steadily during 1941 from about 2,000 a month in
January to 2,400 a month in December. Standardization of
models and the importation of foreign labor contributed to
this expansion. There is no evidence that bombing by the
RAF has had any appreciable effect on production.

Deespite this expansion, since June, 1941, however, first line
air strength has not increased. Heavy losses in the Russian
offensive—estimated by the British as 1,800 planes up to
September 1—may have accounted for as many as 4,300
aircraft. Owing to unfavorable operating conditions, cas-
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ualties were inordinately high. As a result, the loss of many
of their best trained pilots and crews has undoubtedly
impaired German first line efficiency.

There is, however, some difference of opinion as to present
first line German strength. The British place it at 4,200
planes (roughly 75 per cent of the June, 1941, high), with
seriously depleted reserves. American sources believe that
first line strength has remained unchanged, and that the
Nazis have maintained reserves of 4,200-5,000 planes.

The Future Course of German Aireraft Production

Nevertheless there seems to be fairly general agreement
that present German production is between 2,400 and 2,700
planes o month. But while the British believe that this
figure represents a virtual maximum of production capacity,
competent American opinion predicts an increased output—
in view of German plant expansion now in progress.  Aceord-
ing to the latter, the continued importation of foreign skilled
labor will permit the Germans to maintain the 1941 rate of
expansion, culminating at the end of 1942 in a figure of 2,900
planes a month,

Such an expansion, however, will be possible only if the
Nagis make no extensive changes in models, and if the British
do not suceceed in effectively bombing Axis aireraft factories,
Moreover, greater production need not result in an enlarge-
ment of first line strength.

Inereased combat losses consequent on a renewal of the
offensive, a high rate of pilot casuslties (necessitating a
greater allotment of planes for training new pilots), or
developments which would make existing types of aireraft
obsolete—any or all of these factors might fully offset
inereased over-all production.
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The Axis and the Mediterranean

As winter turns to spring and the Axis forees in the Medi-
terranean still make no move, a reexamination of the strategic
gituation in that area has become essential. Highly placed
Allied observers now tend to the conclusion that the Axis
will seek only limited objectives in the Mediterranean this
spring and summer, Russia, they believe, will be the main
front, and the Axis probably has insufficient forces for a
simultaneous attack there and in the Mediterranean.

Certain indications etill point to offensive plans —the
heavy bombing of Malta, the relative strength of the Ttalian
navy, the concentration of forces in the Aegean area (even
including invasion barges), the reinforcement of Rommel in
Libya. But these considerations appear to be outweighed
by grave difficulties which would be involved in alternative
offensives in the Mediterranean,

First, in Libya, there is not much time to lose. In less
than a month the summer heat begins. Thus far, despite
reinforeement, Rommel apparently has insufficient armored
forces to resume a full-seale offensive.  And the monumental
question of supply still looms as the erucial issue on the
desert front.

Second, an attack on Syria must necessarily be preceded
by the capture of Cyprus. This would be a much more
difficult task than the conquest of Crete, From bases in
Syria, British planes would be far better placed to defend
Cyprus than would Axis aircraft to attack it from Rhodes,
300 miles away. The whole operation would probably take
more than a month (the eapture of Crete took 27 days), plus
perhaps another month to overrun Syria. It would be only
in the full heat of summer, then, that Axis forces would be
in & position to advanee overland toward Iraq.

Third, an attack through Asia Minor would be still more
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difficult. Owing to unfavorable weather, terrain, and com-
munications, an Axis army might take four months to reach
the Russian frontier south of the Caucasus, even with the
ecooperation of the Turks.

A fourth possibility—a limited offensive against Turkey
to oecupy the Thracian, Aegean, and Black Sea coasts—seems
the only one that the strength of Axis forees at present renders
probable. By opening the Straits to Italian warships, such
an attack might aid the main offensive against Southern
Russia. It is perhaps toward this that the Axis is directing
its preparations in the Aegean area,

Délente in Turkey

Reports from diplomatie sources confirm the foregoing
analysis. The Swedish General Staff apparently anticipates
no Nazi move against Turkey and believes that the spring
heat will gradually bring on a stalemate on the Libyan front.
In the Aegean area, according to the Swedish observers, the
Germans are simply aiming at mastery of the air so that they
will be able to deny these waters to the British Mediterranean
fleet. FEwven the 100-odd transport planes recently arrived
in Crete are apparently to be used rather for the supply and
reinforcement of Benghazi than for any aggressive moves,

As King Boris of Bulgaria, after his conference with Hitler
in Berlin, adjourned his Parliament until fall, rumor had it
that the Fuehrer was pressing for a Turko-Bulgarian pact—
an indireet way of aligning Turkey with the Axis. In any
event, reports from Ankara indicated that the present loca-
tion of Bulgarian army units implied no particular threat to
Turkey. A maximum of 250,000 men was distributed about
as follows: one division in Greeee, six in Serbia, seven in
northern and western Bulgaria, and four near the Turkish
frontier. And a careful air reconnaissance by Turkish
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planes found no evidence of aggressive concentrations in the
Aegean islands or on the Bulgarian border,

Liguidation of Hungary?

The tension between Hungary and Rumania—while
unabated—has not yet resulted in any major border clashes.
A report from Bern gives a possible explanation of what
Hitler may be eeeking. In a couple of weeks, the report
states, the Fuehrer will “help"” Imredy—who, along with
most of the officer corps, favors full military aid to Germany—
to seize the Hungarian government. The result, however,
will be the liquidation of the Magyar state and its trans-
formation into a part of the German Reich with a status
gimilar to that originally granted the Bohemian-Moravian
Protectorate. Rumania, the report concludes, will recover
northern Transylvania—that is, if she sends the required
number of troops to the Eastern Front.

Fresh Threals of Vichy Collaboration

As Germany prepares for the much-heralded offensive in
the east, so in the west she is taking precautions of a political
nature in order to insure hersell against possible French dis-
turbances. Germany seeks a solution of the French problem
which would meet the requirements of her security and sup-
ply. It is now believed that the Riom trial may be cut
short. Prominent members of the Vichy government have
been forbidden to travel between the two zones. And
Pétain may have to bow to Nazi pressure and permit the
creation of a collaborationist regime, in which Laval is en-
deavoring to find an important part. At the same time it
is authoritatively reported that the Germans will pick their
tim; and foree the issue whenever they believe it expedient
to do 8o,
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Cooperation between Spain and France in Morocco and
Rio de Oro in matters pertaining to aviation, and specifically
to the Iheria Company, have been the subject of recent
negotiations. Refueling facilities would be offered to French
planes traversing the Spanish territory of Rio de Oro to and
from Dakar, and similar facilities offered to Spanish planes
traversing Morocean territory. Such a plan would aid ecivil
transport and communication for the French, on the one
hand, with Dakar, and the Spanish on the other, with the
Canary Islands. There are also relisble reports that high
Spanish authorities have shown interest in coming to a
eimilar agreement for French Guinea.

A Critical Election in Colombia

Sinee Colombia oceupies a highly strategic position, facing
both the eastern and western approaches to the Panama
Canal, the Colombian presidential election of May 3, which
will determine whether or not Colombia is to have a demo-
eratically-disposed regime for the next four years, is of
critical importance. Beneath the oratory about domestie
questions in the current presidential campaign, the issue of
foreign poliey is basie, and is clearly drawn between the
candidates.

Under the present incumbent, Eduardo SBantos, Colombia
supported the United States at the Rio Conference, severed
diplomatic relations with the Axis, and deported Axis diplo-
mats more promptly than any other S8outh American govern-
ment. Santos, a rather weak President, has nevertheless
tolerated both Nazi and Falangist activities, and bequeathes
to his suceessor a situation of great potential danger to the
united defense of the hemisphere.

Both candidates for eleetion, ex-President Alfonso Lbpez
and Dr, Carlos Arango Vélez, are of the Liberal Party, domi-
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nant in Colombia since 1930. Lépez, a left-wing Liberal, is
the official candidate of that Party, and represents the pro-
United States forces in Colombia. As President from 1934 to
1938, during & period of serious economic dislocation, he
fu.:mred the redistribution of large landed estates, and per-
mitted the organization of trade unions. His chief support
now comes from the lower middle classes, the small land-
owners, and the Confederation of Colombian Workers
(C. T. C.), which ineludes all the Colombian trade unions
and represents more than 100,000 workers.

Arango Vélez, on the other hand, draws his support from
totalitarian elements among the right-wing Liberals, and,
even more important, he has the special endorsement and
formal backing of the Conservative Party and its Nazi-
minded leader, Laureano Gémesz.

Nazi Activity Continues in Colombia

The election is projected against a sinister background of
Nﬂlﬁl apd Falangist activity, Despite the departure of the
Axis dapl_omatjc staff, the Nazi organization in Colombia
appears intact. The present Nazi leader is K. A. von
1':-'&hlert. who is associated with the Pfaff Sewing Machine
Company in Bogotd, He has recenily succeeded Emil
P‘ruefcrE, formerly Landesgruppenleiter of the Nazi Party for
Colombia. Pruefert is still active in Barranquilla, and re-
mains the propelling genius of the Party. Strong Nazi
Eroups exist in Cali and Medellin, led respectively by Carl
-‘:atr-umpf, mangger of the Banco Alemdn Antioquefio, and by
Walter Springer, alleged chief of the Nazi Party in Medellin.
Another important Nazi leader is Gustavo Gebhardt of
Barranquilla, who publishes the Karibischer Beobacher.
The United States has been obliged to blacklist more Axis
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companies in Colombia than in any other Latin American
country except Mexico.

Nazi activities are effectively supplemented by the work of
the Spanish Falange, and the Spanish legation now orgoanizes
Nazi propaganda. The Falange holds public meetings in
Colombia, and eirculates the stock arguments of Hispanidad.
The recent celebration of the four-hundredth anniversary of
the discovery of the Amazon, in which President Santos
participated, was a Falangist project. The Conservative
newspaper, £ Sigle (owned by Laureano Gémes), gave ten
eolumns, February 14, to the text of a speech by José Maria
Pemdn, extolling Hispanidad, and following the usual Falan-
gist line, There is evidence that many public officials are
Falangists, and that Catholic schools and priests are dis-
seminating Falangist material,

Although Lépez at the moment seems to be the stronger
candidate, his defeat of these Conservative and totalitarian
forees is by no means certain. President Santos, who con-
trols the official election machinery, appears, from his news-
paper £l Tiempo, to be leaning toward Arango Vélez. The
dangerous possibility exists, furthermore, that Gomes, sup-
ported by the Conservative upper land-owning elass and the
Chureh, and subsidized by the Reich, may try a coup aiming
to reinstate the conservatives in power after an interim of
twelve years,

Toward the Control of Axis Activities in Brazil

Information broadeast from pro-Axis radio stations in
Brazil has for some time constituted a serious menace to the
movements of ships and planes in that region, particularly to
the planes along the bomber ferry route to Africa.  While the
Condor and Lati airlines remained in operation, and while the
embassies and consulates of the Axis remained open, radio
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communication with Berlin was difficult to eontrol. After
Brazil broke relations with the Axis, certain stations (four
were definitely located in the vicinity of Rio de Janeiro and
Sio Paulo) continued to send messages. Raids on these
stations, between about March 19 and 23, have now appar-
ently closed the principal ones and blocked this channel of
Axis communieation.

The campaign against hostile espionage in Bragil, mean-
while, continues. Plans for a Japanese occupation of strategic
points around the key industrial city of Bfo Paulo were
uncovered recently, and surveillance of Axis minorities has
been intensified.

The German minorities in southern Brazil are in a partic-
ularly unhappy position. Undoubtedly the majority of the
people of German descent, whose ancestors came to Brazil
many decades ago, are not actively involved in subversive
activity, nor are they wholly inclined to aceept Nagi ideology,
Nazi agents, however, are able to bring severe pressure upon
them. As a result, the older people, in particular, who have
lived in Brazil for thirty or forty vears, have suffered from a
war of nerves. Lacking information on political questions,
they have been shocked by Nasi propagands warning them
of the intention of the Brazilians to confiscate their property,
and to drive them into concentration camps. It is reported
that fatal heart sttacks have inereased, and that the increase
in the suicide rate is alarming, The real Nazis and the even
more dangerous Quislings, meanwhile, use lurid reports of
secret military organizations among the minorities to camo-
flage their own purposes.
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NATIVE STATES AND POLITICAL COMMU-
NALISM IN THE CRIPPS’ PROPOSALS

The Cripps announcement has left somewhat vague the
proposed constitutional position of the Indian States (Native
States), ruled by the princes.  Apparently these States would
have the right to accede to the Union or to remain outside
it—whether with Dominion status is as yet unclear. The
announcement simply states that “whether or not an Indian
State elects to adhere to the constitution, it will be necessary
to negotiate a revision of its treaty arrangements as far as
this may be required in the new situation.” It is reported
from New Delhi, moreover, that Sir Stafford in & press con-
ference suggested that he would see representatives of the
peaple of the States.  Such a step would be a reversal uf the
previous British practice of dealing only with the princes
themselves, and might imply a revision of treaties leading
to more modern and liberal institutions in the States at large.

The new principle of regarding Indis as susceptible of
politieal division is obviously a result of pressure from }_L'Il",
Jinnah's Moslem League. Such pressure represents a logical
extension of the phenomenon of “political communalism.”
According to this prineciple, representation in Iegiu]ﬂtf‘ve
bodies has been based on constituencies delimited aceording
to religious or other interests rather than dﬂtErﬂ]inEd_nn_ a
purely geographical basis; that is to say, in the provineial
assemnblies there are reserved for the Moslem and other
minorities a certain number of seats which are separate from
those of the Hindu majority, the so-called “general con-
stituency' (see accompanying map).
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First imposed in 1909 in the Councils established under
the Morley-Minto reforms, “Communal representation’ did
not succeed in settling the differences between Hindus and
Moslems. Rather it increased them, and since then, com-
munal tension has been growing steadily worse. The result
has been further communal concessions in the eonstitutions
of 1919 and still more in the constitution of 1935.

The acceptance of a plan similar to the one Britain has
offered might change India from a single political entity
with merely internal conflicting groups, into a number of
separate states. Neither geographic, strategic, nor economic
factors would govern the change, but simply the social incom-
patibility of India’s population. On the other hand, it is
perfectly possible that the Moslem League, with its program
of a partition of India, would not be able to prevent even one
of the four provinees with Moslem majorities (Bengal,
North-West Frontier Provinee, Punjab and Sind) from join-
ing the proposed Union (see map, also The War This Week,
February 26-March 5, p. 9; March 5-12, p. 10.) *
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THE WAR THIS WEEK

The Battle of the Bay of Bengal has begun. The British
admit the loss of two eruisers; the Japanese claim the sinking
of 21 merchantmen. The Japanese have struck at both the
principal British naval bases—Colombo and Trincomalee.
It seems clear that the Japanese navy is operating in force
in the Indian Ocean and that a major effort against India is
under way.

This orientation of the Japanese effort runs counter to
certain earlier predictions, and it is believed that it may
reflect & decision by the Japanese that a conquest of Australia
has become too difficult and that a eampaign in Siberia should
await a clarification of the military situation in European
Russin. Meanwhile the political situation in India, probably
reflecting the gravity of the Japanese military menace, has
improved, and a press despatch of Thursday notes that a
general understanding on the main issues has been as good
as reached, with an early agreement between Sir Stafford
Cripps and the leaders of the All-India Congress predicted,

Elsewhere the Allied ecause i3 suffering serious reverses,
The epic American defense of Bataan has finally succumbed
to overwhelmingly superior Japanese forces. Marshal Rom-
mel has synchronized a new drive in Libya with the Japanese
attack on India, but there is reason to believe that this may be
& reconnaissance in foree rather than a serious effort to invade
Egypt. The gathering intensity of the drive in Burma and the
devastating attack on Mandalay seemed clear indications that
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the Japanese are determined to eut the last of the potential
"“Burma roads” to China. And heavy plane concentration and
a further forward movement in the Solomons suggest a south-
eastward extension of Japanese control over the Melanesian
shield,

Despite the spectacular newspaper reports of Russian
success, it is now clear that there has been no change of
importance on the Eastern Front during the past month.
Meanwhile the Germans have nearly completed their prepa-
rations in the south, and apparently the initial Nazi offensive
will be launched in that area—possibly as early as the second
half of April, when weather and ground conditions are first
suitable. At the same time German military and naval con-
centrations in the north suggest both interest in the inter-
ruption of the Archangel supply line and preoceupation with
the defense of Norway.,

Indin's Eleventh Hour

With the foe literally ag the gates of India, negotiations
over the political status of the peninsula had reached a dead-
lock when the last-minute intervention of President Roose-
velt apparently saved the day. Reports from New Delhi
suggested that leaders of the Congress, in consultation with
Louis Johnson, the President's personal representative, had
worked out a new formula on the eritical issue of defense.
Observers confidently predicted that this latest compromise
proposal, drawing on Australian experience, would provide for
a British commander-in-chief and a native defense minister,
with clearly demarcated functions.

In a week of alternating optimism and gloom, control of
Indian defense was apparently the hard kernel of the whole
dispute. Second in importance as an objection to the scheme
brought by Sir Stafford Cripps was the question of Indian
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partition that it foreshadowed. A third point of conflict was
the proposed postponement of the whole constitutional
scheme until the end of the war—the “post-dated check,” as
Gandhi termed it. Finally—although the press scarcely
mentioned this last objection—reports from New Delhi
implied that Congress leaders were dissatisfied with a con-
stitutional convention to which the Indian princes would
apparently send personal representatives rather than dele-
gates elected by the peoples of their states.

Two of the groups that flatly rejected the Cripps proposals
—the Sikhs and the Hindu Mahasabha—hased their argu-
ments on the partition issue. With the two most important
Indian political elements, however, the Congress and the
Moslem League, the defense question was paramount, As
representatives of the Working Committee of the Congress,
Pandit Nehru and Maulana Azad, president of the Congress,
offered counter-proposals—ealling, apparently, for a native
Indian defense minister. This proposition they discussed
with Cripps and General Wavell, commander-in-chief for
India. At one point it appeared as though the British might
offer the post of defense minister to Nehru himself. But the
final British compromise proposal—evidently worked out by
Cripps and Wavell after telephone conversations with mem-
bers of the War Cabinet in London—seems to have been some-
what less conciliatory. The result was again a virtual “po"
from the Congress—plus the last minute appeal to President
Roosevelt.

“Stubbornness” and Panic

In a magisterial address in New York Tuesday evening,
Lord Halifax—a former Viceroy of India—defended the
British proposals on defense and partition, and solemnly
warned that if the current negotiations broke down, the
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friends of India “would not find it difficult to decide where
the responsibility lay,” This, indeed, was the note struck
with surprising unanimity by the press of Great Britain, the
United States, and even of China. There seemed to be little
appreciation of the Nationalist contention that historieal
experience has shown military control in India to be practi-
cally equivalent to total overlordship.

Lord Halifax also stated that if reconeciliation failed, the
British government would nevertheless “do its own duty” to
defend India against the Japanese. Nehru likewise was
said to have pledged himself in the event of invasion to
“fight . . . unto the death.” Despite these brave words,
despatehes from New Delhi reported that panic was gaining
the upper hand in India. Bengal was seething with unrest
and pro-Japanese activities, And many British were evacu-
ating the Calcutta area, apparently against the wishes of
General Wavell.

The Battle of the Bay of Bengal

In the beginnings of the battle for the Bay of Bengal ‘the
British have admitted the loss of the cruisers Dorsetshire
and Cornwall, while the German radio has even announced a
Japanese landing on the Indian coast. On the basis of these
fragmentary reports, however, it is impossible to form a
clear picture of the whole battle.

Intense air activity on both sides formed the prelude to
the main action. As British headquarters denied that the
Japanese had landed at Akyab on the west Burma coast,
United States bombers, in a daring raid on the Andaman
islands, set fire to a Japanese cruiser and damaged a trans-
port. Meantime, according to Tokyo, Japanese planes and
submarines accounted for 21 Allied merchantmen in the Bay
of Bengal. Then on Easter Sunday the invaders' carrier-
based aireraft struck at Ceylon.

4

The air attack on Colombo, if it was an effort to repeat the
surprise success of Pearl Harbor by knocking out Britain's
chief naval base in the Indian area, was clearly a failure,
Twenty-five planes shot down and perhaps as many more
damaged, out of a reported total of 75 enemy aircraft, con-
stitute an impressive record for the defenders. Next day,
Vizagapatam and Cocanada on the Indian east coast were the
targets. Three days later the Japanese returned to the at-
tack on Ceylon, this time striking against the east coast naval
base at Trincomalee.

The outeome of the air and naval battle for the waters
between the Malay and Indian peninsulas—essentially a
battle for supply lines—can have a decisive influence on the
struggle in Burma. Last week, American bombers started
fires in the dock ares of Rangoon. But this success was
searcely comparable to the Japanese raid on Mandalay—
temporary capital of Burma and the link between the old
and new roads to China—which, according to a report from
London, destroyed two-thirds of the eity, killing 2,000 to
3,000 and injuring 5,000 more. On the fighting front, while
the Chinese counter-attacked north of Toungoo, the British
fell back from Prome and established a new line for the pro-
tection of the Burmese oil fields, about 70 miles farther north.

Japanese Expansion Condinues in Melanesia

Despite recent Allied air successes, the Japanese are still
expanding southeastward in the Melanesian Islands. Buka
Passage, the strait between Buka and Bougainville Islands in
the S8olomons, has now been seized and about 500 troops have
been landed in this area. Air reconnaissance there recently
revealed the presence of three Japanese heavy cruisers, a
light cruiser, a destroyer, and a transport, indicating that
further expansion may be anticipated. Faisi Island, south-
west of Bougainville, also is reported to have been oceupied.

i}



—*.______

SECRET

Disposition of Japanese Air Forces

Further evidence of the continued interest of the Japanese
in the Australasian area is presented by the estimated dis- '
position of their air forces. Ineluding some planes still sta-
tioned in Java, there are believed to be in the area which
extends through the Sunda Islands, Timor, Amboina, New

Guinea and New Britain more than 700 “operational”
planes—first-line planes available for operations. This num-
ber is estimated to include nearly one-fourth of Japan's
operational fleet. Some 225 or more planes are thought to be
in the New Guinea area alone (compared with only about 325
in Burma). Available in Manchuria for possible operations
against Soviet Siberian forces there may be fewer than 300
planes—a force which is considerably inferior to the known
strength of the Russians in that area.

End of the Batile of Bataan

I_n the face of a Japanese offense in great force, American
resistance apparently has finally collapsed. The east flank
u_f the Bataan lines was enveloped, according to a spe-
cial communiqué of the War Department, and a counter-
attack with physically exhausted troops failed. Earlier it
was reported that the Japanese, using tanks as well as ‘
artillery fire and aerial bombardment, had thrown fresh
reserves into the fighting, and that both sides were suffering
heavy losses.

The herole defense of Bataan has won the unstinted
admiration of enemy and friend alike. But its loss will
be severely felt. At least four divisions of Japanese troops
have been contained there by a much smaller group of
defenders. As a base for counter-attack against Japan, -

6

SECRET

the Philippines would have offered invaluable advantages.
And the psychological importance, particularly among
Asiatic peoples, of the successful joint resistance of American
and Filipinos against the Japanese invader already had been
outstanding.

China’s Diplomaiic Offensive

One of the most striking developments of the post-Singa-
pore world has been China's coming of age as a great power,
according to one close observer of the Chinese scene. This
was implicit in China’s becoming an ally of the Anglo-Saxon
nations on December 8. But at that time Singapore still
remained the tangible symbol of British sea-power in Asia
and of the “unequal” treaties in China, which they had
endured for exactly a century (1842-1842). Hence the fall
of Singapore has had repercussions in diplomacy which are
hardly less profound than those in military strategy., As
never before in modern history, Nationalist China is now on
her own, our ohserver continues, In this exposed and danger-
ous position the Chungking Government has been stimulated
to take the diplomatic offensive on a world seale.

Chinese Represenfation in Washington

The inauguration of the Pacific War Council at Washington
on April 1 was a vietory for China quite as much as for the
British Dominions, according to the same source. The in-
clugion of Dr. T. V. Soong (although seated farthest from

_the President) appears to vindicate the unusual and inventive

move last December by which he was made Foreign Minister
of China resident in Washington.
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Meanwhile China’s representation in this city, though still
not comparable to the British, has steadily increased. Ad-
miral Liu T'ien-fu recently arrived as a naval liaison officer,
fulur gene!'als of the Chinese Army are now here {Chu Shih-
ming, military attaché: P, Kiang, ordnance expert: and T, H,
Shen and Huang P'ing-heng, air experts), and three more
generals will soon arrive with the military mission from
Chungking.

China in India

The delivery of a private message by special messenger
from Chiang Kai-shek to Pandit Nehru on April 3 witnessed
If_.hmu's continued interest in the Indian political crisis, It
18 appropriate that the new Chinese commissioner to India,
:‘-ahl:ln Shih-hua, whose appointment was announced on March
31, shr:-ulld be a transportation expert of long experience in
the Ministry of Communications, According to a Chinese
press despatch of Apfil 3 from Chungking, the Central
Executive Committee of the Kuomintang has decided to
send & delegation to India in the near future,

China and [slam

‘E_.‘qu‘ally Important, though less publicized, has heen
('.hmalp'a activity in the Moslem world. A treaty with Irag,
nf:gnu_atmm with Iran, and the sending of a Turkish chargé
d’affaires to Chungking. have been fallowed by the recent an-
Inn%l;.ce;nent that China and Egypt are exchanging ministers.
& :;;fnpu;tanue of Islam to China is hardly recognized in
the ey .Chlu.-st a8 the Arab world for centuries intervened
Malaysia 1].?.;?1 e Ellrf?m: % today the Mohammedans of
e, fl ndia, uqd Sinkiang hold strategic positions in

fiese loreign relations.  In the case of Sinkiang the religion
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of the prophet, with its extra-Chinese orientation, has in the
past impeded striet Chinese control of the area and might in
the future be of use in any effort to shake off Soviet domina-
tion. In India and the Indies, whenee thousands of pilgrims
visit Mecea vearly, the Moslems form a powerful minority.
And it should be noted that Free China includes most of the
Chinese Mohammedans; there are 50 million Mohammedans
in Kansu and Yinnan provinces,

A national Moslem conferenee of representatives from
16 provinces convened in Chungking on March 30. Pai
Chung-hei, a leading Mohammedan as well as outstanding
military commander, was made chairman and in a rousing
speech called upon the “60 million"” Moslems of China to band
together in the cause of “‘resistance and reconstruction
(K'ang-chan chien-kuo).

(Ferman Preparations for an Offensive in Russia

For approximately & month there have been no real changes
on the Russian front. Competent American observers, who
have consistently stressed the fact that the Soviet counter-
offensive this winter succeeded in wresting no wvital strong
points from German control, now believe that there is little
likelihood of any further Russian gains. Recent newspaper
stories—such as the accounts of “fierce fighting in the
Donets and Kalinin sectors—printed with banner headlines
and then a day or two later quietly dropped without sequel
or confirmation, seem to be frequently the joint product of
journalistic bull-sessions, working on the flimsiest evidence,

The initiative on the Russian front will apparently soon be
in German hands, It seems unlikely that there will be
further movement of any magnitude until the Nazis choose
to launch a spring offensive. Already in the south their
preparations are reported to be nearly complete. Since the
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first week in February, heavily loaded trains have been carry-
ing back to Russia, rested and reequipped, the German
divisions that have been spending the winter in oceupied
France, central Germany, or central Poland, Many of them
are apparently already in their concentration areas. Others
are traveling by rail, unimpeded by the spring thaw, to within
perhaps 100 to 150 miles of their destination.  From there on
to the concentration areas the distance is short enough so
that the mud of the Ukraine presents no insuperable barrier,

To a large extent, then, the Nazi armies are already poised,
ready to strike when the ground dries and other conditions are
favorable—perhaps as early as the second half of April in the
south, and possibly & month thereafter in the Moscow area.
It is impossible, of course, to prediet just what the German
strategy may be. Observers concur, however, in forecasting
4 main attack to the south. Moreover, in the region about
Moscow, which the Russians will evidently spare nothing to
hold, and whose entrenchments to the west they have been
strengthening, it is highly probable that the Nazis will
launch a holding attack, in an effort to immobilize the sub-
stantisl reserves concentrated there, And it is not impossible
that, after a break through to the south, the German army
will strike suddenly north to take the defenders of Moscow
in the rear,

Limilations to German Strategy

Supply lines in southern Russia would, however, limit the
initial foree to about 100 divisions. The railway net behind
the present German positions eould eontinuously maintain
about 60 divisions, plus perhaps 40 more to be supplied (for
& maximum of two months) from stores held in reserve this
winter. But as the German army entered the Caucasus
‘.area, the number of divisions that their greatly extended
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lines of supply could actively maintain might fall to as low
as 20-30.

Under these conditions, the strategy envisaged above—
turning north against the rear of the defenders of Moscow—
might prove extraordinarily difficult. Meantime the Rus-
sians would have an opportunity to disrupt Nazi plans by a
simultaneous attack from the north. Despite all these
difficulties, the destruetion of the Red Army this year wquldd
appear to be an essential part of German strategy., And it 1s
difficult to see how the Nazis could accomplish this without
extensive operations on the central and northern fronts.

Civilian Conditions in Russia

Reports from Kuibyshev are at length beginning to reveal
the extent of civilian suffering in Russia this winter. Ae-
cording to what purports to be an official tabulation, 650,000
people starvpd to death during two winter months in Lenin-
grad alone. And in Moscow bread, herring, and pickles
issued on eivilian ration eards have apparently given s bare
minimum of subsistence,

The result seems to have been a slight slump in the morale
of the capital, The renewal of German air attacks, limita-
tions on the use of fuel gas, and the frequent interruption of
electricity have also contributed to the difficulties of life in
Moscow. And shortages of coal for heating and of seap in
Moscow and in Kuibyshev have contributed to dangerously
insanitary conditions.

Ordeal in Malta

On Malta, whose air-raid shelters, dug out of the rock, are
said to be able to withstand a direct hit and to give refuge to
the entire civilian population, air attacks continued with un-
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abated intensity, During the week ending April 4, there
were 53 air raid warnings, more than 100 civilian casualties,
and more than 65 enemy aircraft destroyed or damaged.
In Libya, Axis columns were apparently advancing from
Martuba, Bomba, and Mekili. Press reports jumped to the
conclusion that this was Rommel's long-awaited spring offen-
sive. But a report from Cairo peinting out that the Axis
would hesitate to launch a full-scale attack in the face of
existing British strength, suggested that the present move-
ment might be no more than a reconnaissance in foree.  Mean-
time, in the Levant area, an inerease in Axis U-boat activity
and the threat of surface raiding added to tension in Syria.

More British Bombs for Nazi War Production in France

Contrary to somewhat sensational reports in the press
regarding internal changes in France, there is reason to
believe that Marshal Petain finds Laval no more a solution
. for the French problem than does Hitler himself, but at the
same time there are repeated reports that changes may still
oceur in the Vichy cabinet, The Germans have apparently
also been impressed with the difficulties of any radical
solution of the political situation, such as total occupation
- of the country, just on the eve of the opening of the spring
campaign in Russia.

The inability of the press and radio in Vichy and Paris to
arouse the anger of the French people at repeated British
bombings is a disappointment to the Vichy Minister of
Propagands as well as to Goebbels, it is reported. And it
is to be noted that the press of unoccupied France has shown
considerably more restraint in treating the current bombings
than when—in violent invective—it dealt with the raid on
the Renault factories near Paris March 3.
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At the same time the intense aerial activity resulting in
serious damage to the Matford Plant at Poissy, and the
British raid on Saint Nazaire appear to have indicated to the
Germans the desirability of maintaining larger troop con-
centrations in France. The Matford plant, a subsidiary of the
Ford Motor Compdny, is reported in despatehes from London
to have been producing twenty trucks a day for the use of the
German army. Before the war it manufactured light auto-
mobiles, Ford officials are reported to have had no contact
with the Matford plant since the fall of France in June, 1940,

Current French Industrial Contribution to Germany

Fresh Nazi attempts to recruit French labor for work in
German industry are reported.  Proposals have been made to
Pétain in this connection, and inducements of higher wages
and better living conditions are being made to workers,

. some of which, according to relisble reports, have been meet-

ing lately with greater success. At the same time, there are
reports of ineressed production in Franee to meet the needs
of the German war economy. The manufacture of tools and
other machinery has been increased, the eonstruetion of
freight cars for the German Army is “sufficient and regular,”
and in the textile industries a very large percentage is sup-
plied to Germany. Leather, wood, and food stuffs, to
mention a few, continue to be commanded for German use
in large amounts,

Japanese Pressure on Vichy

Japan i= now attempting to take over in one form or
another 100,000 tons of Viehy French shipping now in Indo-
China. There have been suggestions that a “local agree-
ment" between the French in Indo-China and the Japanese,
might be reached as an alternative to immediate Japanese
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seizure. This agreement would provide that these ships.

continue to fly the French flag and be manned by French
officers and crews, but that they operate nevertheless
between ports under Japanese control, with the exception of
a line between Indo-China and the island of Madagascar,
now controlled by the Viehy French.

Following the announcement by the State Department
regarding the status of the Free French in the Paecifie, a
similar announcement has now provided for the establish-
ment of a United States Consulate General in Free French
Africa.

Japan Becomes ' Protector” of the Catholics

The recent diplomatic aceord between Japan and the
Vatican has already been put to extensive use by the Axis
in radio propaganda beamed to Latin America. The new
agrecment is obviously being used, particularly by Catholic
Italy, in an effort to make Japan more “palatable” from a
religious point of view to Catholic Latin Ameriea, and to
increase distrust of “Protestant” Great Britain and the
United States. This Axis propaganda now elaims the Papal
blessing for its cause in general, and especially for Japan,
which is alleged to have assumed the role of “protector’” of
the Catholies in the Far East,

Meantime on the diplomatic front, there were indications
that the Vatican was doing its best to counteract the impres-
gion created by the establishment of relstions with Japan.
The Papal government has apparently not only accepted but
even urged on China the sending of a similar representative.
There is in China an organized group of more than two and a
half million Cathaolic converts.
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Reservations on Padilla

The United-States-Mexican agreement, negotiated in
Washington on Tuesday by Ezequiel Padilla, the Mexican
foreign minister, to stimulate Mexican war industry and re-
habilitate her railways, is an important step forward in
hemisphere economic development and defense, Padilla is
continuing in the role which he established for himself at the
Rio Conference, where he spoke with a decisive pro-demo-
eratic accent.

One observer points out, nevertheless, that the efforts of
the daily and weekly press in the United States to “build up”
Padilla as the “symbaol of the coming of age of the American
republies” and as the future president of Mexico are
unfortunate. Padilla is an able civil servant but has no popu-
lar following in Mexico, Mexicans might well receive the
impression, therefore, that the United States was attempting
to foist a president on them. Such an impression, embroi-
dered by Axis propagands, could intensify normal Mexiean
resentment at alien interference in their politics and thus
jeopardize the current cordiality between Mexico and the
United States, our ohserver concludes,




APPENDIX 1
BRITISH OPINION IN TRANSITION

Various reports of well-placed observers picture a significant
change in public sentiment in Britain over the past few weeks.
The episodes at Singapore and in the Channel apparently
contributed to & publie depression which appears to some
observers to be verging almost on apathy. The average man's
belief in the impregnability of the Empire has rested upon the
assumption that these two naval strongholds were under
secure British eontrol, but the fall of Singapore and the
Seharnhorst-Gneisenau dash through the Channel profoundly
altered this view, according to these reports.

One observer who had talked widely with all classes of
people, and partieularly with those concerned in gauging
publie opinion, declares that the post-Dunkirk spirit can be
revived only if an immediate threat of danger returns or if a
tangible “cause’” appears. According to this view, the man in
the street—no longer fired by the old slogans—sees no real
prospect of a changed world worth fighting for, and he
regards the stafus quo as an insufficient incentive to victory.

Another observer, who notes a “certain brightening” in
the public attitude as a result chiefly of MacArthur's appoint-
ment in the Far East, nevertheless declares that there are
some quarters in which there is open discussion of the “possi-
bility of defeat.”” On the whole, however, the public wants
a more active policy and, in its eagerness to contribute
through saerifice, it greeted the recent restrictions on clothing
and fuel with an almost “pathological gratitude.” If, how-
ever, popular sacrifices are not capped by vigorous action on
the part of the Government, a swing toward defeatism or
communism might follow, the same observer believes.
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Students of public opinion to whom this evidence has been
submitted warn against overemphasizing the decline in
British morale as evidenced in the two attitudes character-
izing this wave of depression—bewilderment and irritation.
The sacrifices, tension, and effort of the British people during
the Battle of Britain were tremendous, tending to ohseure
mistakes and inefficiency, which now loom large. The
paychological effect of the inevitable let-down is now gimply
manifesting itself in a harvest of complaints. Bewilderment
over the blows sustained in areas long thought to be invul-
nerable adds to these complainis,

These commentators point out that there is as vet little
evidence suggesting a deep-seated downward turn in British
morale. The search for more active and suceessful leader-
ship, already manifest in the appointment of Cripps and
Lyttleton; the demand for greater self-sacrifice; for an imme-
diate “second front"—all are indicative rather of a basic
morale which has not undergone serious deterioration,

British Attitude Toward the United States and Russia

British sentiment toward the United States has undergone
many changes sinee the beginning of the war. According to
observers in Britain, the initial reaction of gratitude in 1939
changed gradually to irritation over our tardiness in taking
an active, armed part in the struggle. Russia then began to
replace America in the esteem of the average Britisher.
Admiration for the Russians continues, particularly for
Russian “austerity.” The Russians are hailed as the
“chaps who don't talk but kill Huns." And it is declared
that Britain would win the war in half the time if she had
some of Russia's generals and some of that eountry’s spirit.

There is some implication that America, which is not
“nustere,” is not pulling its weight. However, the general
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view toward Ameriean war production is reported to be more
optimistic than formerly. Criticiam of the United States
now comes usually from a small but voeal group on the
extreme right, who dread our post-war trade competition:
or from the group on the extreme left, which contrasts our
war effort unfavorably with that of Russia. The British
generally are said to be welcoming Anglo-American COOPETA-
tion as a basis of post-war stability—eooperation in which
they feel Russia also must have a part,

As to Australia, that Dominion is now thought to be as
good as lost to the United States already. But there is
apparently little alarm, and the British in general are said
to favor even closer ties between these two “‘nations.”

Food Situation in Brilain

Although food consumption early in 1941 was at a level
dangerously low for morale, it was still above the absolute
minimum required for the maintenance of health, according
to data assembled by the Economics Division of the Coordi-
nator's Office. Since last spring the situation has been
steadily improving. Lend-lease shipments of evaporated
and dried milk, cheese, bacon and lard, eggs, canned meat and
fish, and dried fish have made possible also & welcome varia-
tion in the diet. The home production program has been
expanding, with considerable increases in potato, carrot, and
cereal acreages; and milk supplies have been maintained
practically at pre-war levels,

In & period when the German U-boat campaign iz being
greatly intensified, however, there is & real question as to
how long the present standard of consumption can be main-
tained.  Before the war the United Kingdom normally
imported more than hall her total food supply. Of these
imports, more than one-fourth came from Australasia,
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Afrien, India, and the Far East—sources which have either
been cut off or rendered precarious. While government
policy has tried to minimize dependence on imported food-
stuffs by reserving shipping space for foods of the highest
nutritional value {on a weight basis) and by eneouraging
home production, the United Kingdom is still heavily depend-
ent upon these imports.
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APPENDIX I1

THE ARCHANGEL-MURMANSK SUPPLY ROUTE AND
GERMAN ACTIVITIES IN THE NORTH

With serious German naval attacks on the Arctie route to
Russia already under way, attention is onee again focussed
on the principal Soviet supply line. The Murmansk-
Archangel route is by far the shortest available from demo-
eratic arsenals, and it leads all others in capacity, Mur-
mansk is ice-free all winter and can handle about 100,000 tons
of imports per month, barring military interference.  The
present front cuts the Murman railroad to Leningrad a
considerable distance south of the White Sea, but a cross line,
recently completed, skirts the southern shore of that ses and
connects with the Archangel road (see map inside back eover),

When -iee-free, the Archangel route has a substantially
larger eapacity, and its railroad link is not nearly so vulner-
able as that from Murmansk, which is longer, nearer to the
enemy, has many bridges (along the White Sea), and is elec-
trified in the Kola Peninsula seetor. The Archangel railroad,
eurrently serving both Murmansk and Archangel, can reason-
ably be expected to handle at least 200,000 tons per month
one way. This railroad is being double-tracked, and it is
possible that this project may soon be completed, leading to
a substantial inerease in capacity.
+T]'|E1"* is likewise a second route from Archangel—the
Northern Dvina River to Kotlas, thence by the Kirov rail-
road to the main Russian railway net. During the American
vecupation of this region, following the first World War,
Lﬂ].ﬂf}ﬂ tons per month were forwarded over this route during
the ice-free season, which lasts from mid-May through Sep-
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tember. It is estimated that this route could handle from
50,000 to 100,000 tons per month at the present time.

During the winter the capacity of Archangel is unde-
pendable, but the ice is expected to break up about May 10
this spring. During the first World War ships came in
under icebreaker convoy from Cape Svyatoi Nos but pene-
trated only as far as the outlying ports of Molotovsk and
Ekonomia (on an island north of Archangel). Despite note-
worthy attempts this route proved unusable this past winter,
which was very severe,

German Military Concentrationa in the North

Military concentrations reflect the interest of the Germans
in cutting this vital northern route. The most effective
method would be the seizure of Murmansk and the Russian
naval base nearby at Polyarnoe (also eliminating to s great
extent the Russian defenses of the ocean route to the White
Sea). An alternative cutting of the Murman road at Belo-
morsk (Borokka) would still leave 200 miles of difficult
country to traverse before the Archangel line was reached.

As the map indicates, the Germans now have in northern
Finland five divisions in the line (assisted by three Finnish
battalions), a division in reserve, two divisions of reinforce-
ments recently arrived (and at present located at the head
of the Gulf of Bothnia), one division at Kirkenes, and prob-
ably most of six Todt battalions of railroad engineers (exact
position unknown). Most or all of another German division
stationed at Kirkenes, where barracks were constructed for
30,000 men, was recently sent to strengthen the garrisons
in southern Norway. A German air fleet in northern Fin-
land (based on the triangle Petsamo-Rovaniemi-Palojoensuu)
is reported to consist of 1,000 planes, but perhaps only 300
are available for operations,
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German Attacks on the Northern Supply Route

To date, German attempts to cut the Arctic route have
met with little success. An incipient offensive against
Murmansk was recently checked by a daring Russian landing
in its rear and there has been no sign of a follow through by
the Germans. The 16th German army, whose mission the
Russians think was to eut the Archangel-Moscow railroad
south of Vologda, is cooped up in Staraya Russa, far from
its goal. And the RAF has staged a devastating raid on
Libeck, an important shipping center for supplies to
Scandinavia and the Russian front.

German Defenses in Norway

Meanwhile important preparations in Norway appear to
reflect German concern for that country’s defense, The
Tirpitz, the Admiral Scheer, the Prinz Eugen and other
German naval units are at Trondheim. For the protection
of the Norwegian panhandle, the Germans have rushed to
completion the lateral highway from Trondheim to Kirkenes,
and have established mosquito boat bases at Tromsé and
Trondheim. Coast defenses are being rapidly completed,
but, like the air foree, are concentrated chiefly on the southern
eoast around Trondheim, Bergen, and Stavanger. To man
these coast defenses, the personnel for 150 new batteries and
36 cosst-defense infantry battalions have been or are being
sent to Norway ehiefly from the coasts of Western Europe.

The southern part of Norway is now held by six divisions,
while there are only three in the panhandle north of Trond-
heim, excluding always the division at Kirkenes. To faeilitate
reinforcement of Norway the Germans have erected barracks
for four divisions in Denmark, where their total garrison does
not exceed 7,000 troops, and have collected 50 tanks there
for an anmored division being organized for Norway, where
none exists at present. A submarine base at Horten, near
Oslo, and strong air bases in Denmark and the southern lobe
of Norway protect the Crossing,
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APRIL 9-16, 1942 SECRET

Coordinator of Information
THE WAR THIS WEEK

The Japanese have now deserted more cautious alternatives
and have opened a wide attack in the Bay of Bengal, possible
prelude to a more extended action in India itself, where Brit-
ish efforts at political conciliation have failed. At the same
time German intervention has produced a collaborationist
victory at Vichy under the leadership of Pierre Laval. These
moves are interrelated, although by no means necessarily the
product of coordinated effort by the two Axis partners, notori-
ously given to the close pursuit of their own immediate
objects,

If their offensive eventuates in the occupation of such
bases ns those in Ceylon, the Japanese could then harass vital
communication lines with the Middle East, notably the oil
supply lines for the Allied effort in India. Such a campaign
could be of significant benefit to Germany as well as to
Japan, If the Nazis, in turn, can now wrest from Vichy the
effective cooperation of the French fleet, then the naval
responsibilities of Britain in the west will be substantially
increased and her position in the Indian Ocean area poten-
tially weakened. That situation would serve the immediate
interests of the Japanese.

Meanwhile events continue to emphasize the central im-
portance of the Indian and Russian theatres of war. Prepa-
rations are going rapidly forward for a Nazi spring drive
against the Russians, The Japanese offensive in Burma is
pushing the British and Chinese steadily northward. And
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on the “negative” side Rommel's offensive in Libya has now
proved to be essentially a reconnaissanee in force. Japanese
activities in the Solomons suggest & cautious and tentative
“feeling out” process and not a elear-eut and determined
offensive.  And in Siberia the Japanese have allowed the
initisl favorable period for an offensive to pass: the ice will
goon be going out of the rivers, and mechanized operations
then hecome difficult for some weeks to come,

Sir Stafford Goes Home

It was in an atmosphere of disillusionment that the political
discussions between Sir Stafford Cripps and Indian National-
ist leaders broke up. Earlier press optimism proved un-
founded, as both of the two leading Indian parties rejected
the British compromise proposals, and Sir Stafford himself
departed for London,

The Moslem League, despite its gratification over the fact
that the Cripps plan implicitly recognized its pet doctrine of
Pakistan or Indian partition, seemed unwilling to leave the
question of membership in the proposed Indian Union to
popular sentiment, even in the provinees with Moslem
majorities, but suggested instead that provineial boundaries
be redrawn. The objections of the All-India Congress went
still further to the heart of the matter. In trenchant form,
the party of Nehru and Gandhi laid down the already antici-
pated bases of its definitive refusal.

First of all, in the interim period before the end of the war,
when the British constitutional plan would go into effect, the
Congress found that British control over defense would make
of Indian self-government “a farce and nullity,” since defense
would cover “almost every sphere of life and administration.”
Second, under the Cripps plan, the native states would remain
as an “‘enclave” where “foreign authority” would still prevail.
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Finally, the recognition of Moslem separatism would prove
an “apple of diseord” in the new India.

Cripps’ Counterblast

Cripps himself countered with a blast against the “critieal
and uneonstructive attitude” with which Nationalist leaders
had met his plan. A real Indian ministry, as proposed by
the Congress, would, he maintained, “constitute an ahsolute
dictatorship” of the Hindu majority, answerable only to
party chiefs. A weary Sir Stafford was apparently lnying
the blame for the failure of conciliation squarely on the
shoulders of Indian Nationalist leaders. In this he seems to
have represented the feelings of the average Britisher, whom
& despatch from London has pictured as skeptical of the
success of Cripps' mission from the start and uninformed as
to the basis of Indian intransigence.

Somewhat later, Cripps denied that the United States had
played any significant part in the negotiations. On this one
point, he was apparently in agreement with Indian leaders.
A press report from New Delhi suggests that the latter have
been profoundly irritated by impatient and uninformed
American newspaper comment, and by the predominant role
assigned to Louis Johnson, the President's personal repre-
sentative in India, as the deus ex machina of the whole trans-
action,

Fundamentally, India still seemed unconvineed of Britain's
magnanimous intentions. After the collapse of the negotia-
tions with Cripps, Pandit Nehru summarized Indian public
opinion with ominous eandor: “The fundamental factor today
is dislike of the British Government.” Pledging that his
country would not “embarrass” Britain's war effort, Nehru
called on all Indians to rise in defense of their land—implying,
apparently, that the new situation made India rather than
Britain primarily responsible for its own salvation.
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Japanese Alternatives

In the opinion of a close observer of the Indian scene, how-
ever, the failure of the Cripps mission will make little differ-
ence in the conduet of Indin's defense.  That is largely a pro-
fessional matter, in which the chief factors are the apathy of
o great part of the population, an acute shortage of equip-
ment, and practically no time for improvising new divisions,
Last week the Japanese were keeping the Allies guessing as
to where they would strike next on India's long and vulner-
able coast.

The sinking of two British heavy eruisers and the airerait
carrier Hermes apparently indieated fairly complete air su-
premacy over the Bay of Bengal—and the formidable strength
of the Japanese fleet in Indian waters (ineluding, on Mr.
Churchill's estimate, at least three battleships and five air-
craft earriers) suggested some sort of major offensive. Ap-
parently the inhabitants of Madras, about a fifth of whom are
reported to have fled to the interior, feared that their ecity
might be the next Japanese objective. Strategic considera-
tions pointed to Ceylon and Bepgal, however, as more likely
to be attacked.

The air assaults on Trincomalee and Colombo have already
indieated Japanese interest in Ceylon, British fleet head-
quarters and pivot of Indian Ocean defense. Prime Minister
Churchill has suggested its limitations as a naval base—at
least in comparison with Singapore. Nevertheless, a Japa-
nese attack here—probably in the form of naval action
followed up by troop landings—would constitute a major
asspult against a main center of British resistance. Henece
some observers think it more likely that such an assault
would be preceded by an attack on the rich and vulnerable
province of Bengal, precipitating panic and economic dis-
order in that area.

4
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The Caleutta Area

Bengal would appear to be an almost ideal objective for
a raid or a troop landing. The British have anticipated an
attack on Caleutta from the east just as little as they pre-
viously reckoned on a land offensive against Singapore. Asa
result, they have left the coast defenses of this area weak,
and in the past they have never garrisoned or trained any
considerable number of troops in Bengal (see The War This
Week, February 19-26, pp. 6-7).

Despite its extensive docks and repair facilities, Caleutta’s
position, far up the winding Hooghly river, makes it a poor
naval base. British fleet units defending Bengal would
probably operate from Ceylon, while the Japanese would
have an execellent anchorage in the Andaman islands, If the
latter seized the Burmese port of Akyab (as an erroneous
press report announced about a weelk ago), they would have
an air base only a little more than 300 miles from Caleutta.

The port of Caleutta is completely exposed to air attack,
Its principal wharves are located in enclosed basins, access
to which is through narrow channels, The destruction of a
ship or bridge in one or all of the channels would seriously
impair Caleutta’s usefulness as a port of entry.  As a major
railway junction for shipments to China, Caleutta would be
the logical place for the Japanese to interfere with supplies
going in that direction. Furthermore, the industry of the
Calcutta area would be extremely vulnerable to bombing
attack. The jute mills lining the Hooghly river, the mines
and iron works of western Bengal and eastern Bihar, are
near enough to the sea to be vulnerable to carrier-borne
aireraft. An attack on these latter establishments would go
far to paralyze the railways, railway workshops, ordnance
factories, shipyards, and engineering shops of Calcutta,
which are almost completely dependent on them (see The
War Thiz Week, February 19-26, pp. 16-17).
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The Populalion Factor

In Bengal, 60 million people erowd into an area about the
size of Kansas. Undernourished and sickly, about 60 per
cent are said to suffer from malaria annually. Bitter reli-
gious disputes characterize the relations between Moslems
and Hindus; the former have a slight numerical preponder-
ance.

Living just at the subsistence level, the inhabitants of the
Caleutta area would starve in large numbers if military
operations should interfere with their normal production of
food, especially rice (1938-39 crop: 7.5 million tons in Ben-
gal alone). Bengal has a huge livestock surplus, but the
religious seruples of the Hindu population would prevent the
killing of any cattle.

Such considerations indieate that the war morale of the
people of Bengal would probably be extremely low, The
a63,000 factory workers (80 per cent concentrated in metro-
politan Caleutta) would, moreover, form a potentially danger-
ous element.  Observers agree that these workers would be
extremely subject to panie in the event of air attack,

The intrigues of the Bose brothers (see The War This
Week, March 12-19, pp. 9-10) have, moreover, created in
India an embryo fifth column, According to a report from
London, the grand strategy of their pro-Axis movement is in
the hands of Subhas Chandra Bose, who recently broadecast
two messages to Sir Stafford Cripps from Berlin, But the
actual linison with the lunatie fringe of Indian leaders, and
the tactical execution of the plans formulated in Germany,
seem to be in the hands of Ras Behari Bose, now resident in
Japan. The technique of the Bose brothers is apparently a
elever mixture of sensationalism and confusion, as revealed in
the recent contradictory reports of Subhas' death in an air-
plane erash in Japan, just on the eve of his second broadeast
from Berlin,
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The Japanese Press Forward in Burma

The Japanese drive in Central Burma has been gathering
intensity, and both Chinese and British defenders have again
been pushed northward toward Mandalay., Chungking news
despatches report strong Japanese reinforeements en route to
Burma and the opening of a new front on the Shan plateau
designed to eut the Mandalay-Lashio railway far above the
present battle areas, The situation in Burma is admittedly
most eritical, and the outeome of the campaipn there will
probably depend above all on the rapidity with which Allied
air reinforeements can be sent, in the view of close observers
of the seene. One London commentary is reported to have
gone =o far as to characterize the campaign now as little more
than a stubborn rearguard action designed to give India time
to prepare for invasion.

In the Irrawaddy Valley sector, held by the British, the

Japanese were reported to be within a few miles of Magwe,
gateway to the oil region (see map on inside of back eover).
In this area also, a heavy attack southwest of Taungdwingyi
apparently was aimed at disrupting British and Chinese
communications across the low-lying Pegu hills and at
separating the two Allied forces.  After having been attacked
from three sides at Yedashe, the Chinese were reported to
have fallen back 22 miles along the Mandalay road. One
reazon for this retirement, according to reports from the
-Chinese front, was the neeessity of maintaining a line gen-
erally east of the British. The map makes clear the difficult
taetical problem which faces both Chinese and British forces
in maintaining secure communication lines across the Pegu
hills.

The new drive across the Shan plateau, reported in news
despatches from Chungking, may constitute a formidable
threat to the whole Allied position in Burma. Originating
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on the northern Thai border, it apparently is designed to
utilize the fair-weather road between the border and Keng
Tung on the Shan plateau before the rainy season begins,
then take advantage of an all-weathier road, toward Hsipaw,
on the Mandalay-Lashio rail line. If this rail line were cut,
Chinese forees in the Sittang River sector would be separated
from those on the Shan plateau and in fact from Chungking
itself.

The recent lull in the activities of the AVG (attributed by
a military spokesman in New Delhi to lack of ammunition
and other supplies) was broken when members of that unit
shot down 18 enemy planes in two days of fighting, but the
Japanese continued intensive air activity in support of their
advanecing troops. In Burma and the Bay of Bengal area
generally, the air strength of the Japanese, including aireraft
on carriers, is now placed by military observers at 700
planes—a considerable increase over former estimates.

Operations on the Salween River near Mawchi remained
on & small scale, although Japanese troops were said to have
oceupied this tin and tungsten center. Military observers
anticipated no large-scale offensives in this area, either by the
Chinese or their opponents. Meanwhile, Generalissimo
Chiang Kai-shek has visited the Burmese front, where he is
reliably reported to have conferred with Allied military offi-
cials regarding a united command in Burma,

Topography and Strategy in Burma

The peculiar topographic features of Burma are signifi-
cant conditioning factors in the strategy of the Japanese.
Shielded on the Indian frontier by the great Arakan Yoma
range, whose peaks rise in some places to 10,000 feet, and on
the east by the Bhan plateau, the rich central basin provides
a compact but deceptive battleground. The two “corridors,”
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separated by the Pegu hills, offer' natural advantages for
defense hy separate forces. But the Pegu hills are not
impassable—a fact which might readily lead to a Napoleonie
strategy of mountain fighting, aiming to subdue the defenders
in detail.

A glance at the map will show, however, the improbability
of such a venture as that predicted by some newspaper ac-
counts—a landing at Akyab designed to “outflank” the Brit-
ish from the west, While a landing at Akvab to seize the air-
field loeated there is not at all improbable, an attempt to out-
flank the British by a movement of troops across the formi-
dable Arakan Yoma range is thought by observers to be highly
unlikely.

The Coming Rainy Season in Burma

Weather also is an important factor in the Burma fighting,
but perhaps not so important as is popularly supposed. The
Southwest Monsoon movement of humid air from the Indian
Ocean to the land normally begins to develop in May and
early June, but heavy rains generally do not break until about
the end of May, according to data supplied by the Geo-
graphic Division of the Coordinator's office. The exposed
Arakan district, around Akyab, is subject to very heavy
rains, The central basin area around Mandalay, however,
lying in the lee of the Arakan Yoma range, receives consider-
ably less rain and in fact is characterized as a “dry” belt.
The highlands of the Shan plateau also are relatively dry.
The fighting in central Burma already is moving beyond the
southern delta region where floods would be a more serious
handicap to military movement,

Nevertheless, the rivers in central Burma are considerably
extended during the rainy season, owing to drainage from the
mountains. One observer has noted that at Bhamo the
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Irrawaddy river changes from a shallow stream strewn with
sandbanks to a river two miles wide. But he also notes
that it is during the rainy season that the Irrawaddy becomes
most navigable. The number of rainy days increases in May
and June, averaging from five to ten per month in the
Mandalay basin, but this is hardly more than the normal
number of rainy days during the same months in areas with
comparatively dry climates, The evidence available in fact
indicates that at no time during the rainy season, which lasts
into October, would weather alone bring about any con-
siderable cessation of military operations in central Burma.

The Teolation of China

The establishment of a defensive line running from the
Andaman Islands in the Bay of Bengal, through Akyab,
Kalewa, and Bhamo, is thought by some observers to be the
present objective of the Japanese in the Burma campaign.
With alternative routes from India to China in their present
incipient stage, it would hardly be necessary to extend the
line farther north than Bhamo to intercept traffic for the
Burma Road. Myitkyina (north of Bhamo and not shown
on the map) might beeome an objective, if construction on a
proposed northern route from Ledo were to be completed
(see The War This Week, February 12-19, pp. 5-6). At
present, however, if the Japanese succeed in capturing the
rail center at Mandalay, land routes to China via Burma will
for all practical purposes cease to exist.

The proposed Ledo-Myitkyina route in the north appears
to have been traversed by jeep trucks and might be useful as
a fair-weather road if it could be treated with erude oil from
the Burma oil fields. Even so, its chief utility would be as a
supply route to the defenders of northern Burma, if only
because of the gasoline factor. The oil fields and refinery at
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Dighoi in Assam probably eould supply a serviee of 400-500
jeeps running into Upper Burma, but the loss of Burmese oil
fields and refineries will seriously handicap traffic from north-
ern Burma to China,

The 04l of Burma

The advance of the Japanese in the Irrawaddy valley has
put them within reach of the two most important oil fields
between the Netherlands East Indies and the Middle East—
Singu and Yenangyuang (see map).  The oil fields of Burma
altogether have an annual average production totaling
slightly over 1,000,000 metric tons, of which nearly 90 per cent
is produced by these two fields. By capturing the refineries
at Syriam, near Rangoon, to which oil had been piped and
transported by barge from the fields in central Burma, the
Japanese already have virtually nullified the effectiveness of
Burmese oil production for the Allies, although a few diminu-
tive refineries are located near the producing areas and might
conceivably still be in use,

Russian Roule to China

Faced with the possible loss of supply routes from India, the
Chinese have begun more intensive diplomatic exploration
of the possibilities of a new route through Iran and Turk-
estan, Last summer, however, the former Russian supply
route to China was delivering only some 50 tons a day in
Chungking, roughly one-tenth the amount which has since
been reaching Kunming over the Burma Road, according to
an American observer. Even on the assumption that the
Russian authorities could and would cooperate, routes through
Central Asia are very long and very costly, The exploration
of supply possibilities via these back-door routes to China
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is interpreted by one observer to be more of a gesture of
Chinese determination than anything else—coming as it does
after the successive closures of more practicable routes,

Civilian Exhaustion in Free China

Three Americans who have recently returned after con-
siderable first-hand observation in Free China are unanimous
in pointing out that, although the farming population is no
worse off than usual, the professional classes are suffering
seriously from poverty and malnutrition.

In addition, it is said that after five years, Free Chins as a
whole is definitely incapsble of taking the offensive. Our
chief objective, according to these observers, should therefore
be to keep China in the war, rather than to aim at obtaining
her vigorous assistance. Concentrated pharmaceutical prod-
uets might thus be just as important in the maintenance of
Free China as artillery and munitions.

Resistance in Manila Bay

The defense of Corregidor and its auxiliary forts at the
entrance of Manila Bay will continue, according to s message
by General Wainwright to his troops, “with all the resources
at our command.” From bases in Australia, a 4,000-mile
hombing attack on Japanese positions in the Philippines has
given Wainwright's statement sensational punetuation.

After the fall of Bataan, the Navy had announced that
“most” of an estimated 3,500 sailors and marines had escaped
to Corregidor. Under continuous air and artillery attack,
with as many as 22 raids in two days, Corregidor appeared
still to be able to return the enemy’s fire, although the
Japanese have claimed that the guns on the north side of the
island have been silenced,
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Resistance also appears to be continuing on Cebu, where
early in the week the Japanese landed an estimated 12,000
troops at six beachheads on the island.  Some observers an-
ticipated that further attempts to extend control over the
southern and central islands of the Philippines would be
made by the Japanese with troops freed after the fall of
Bataan.

Reaction to the Fall of Bataan

Axis propagandists, including the Japanese, have made
almost no capital out of the fall of Bataan. Tokyo radio
beamed an alibi to India: the Japanese did not wish to
inflict heavy slaughter on the Filipinos. Berlin radio sym-
pathized with the “poor doughboys,” taking it as another
oceasion to attack American leaders, but making no dis-
paraging references to the fighting.

The British press joined in tribute to the defenders, ranking
the defehse of Bataan with the long-drawn-out resistance of
Malta, Tobruk, and Sevastopol. Pro-Ally journalists in
neutral Turkey blamed the defeat upon the exhaustion of
men and supplies only, and found in the ardent fighting of
the Filipinos the fruits of an enlightened colonial policy. In
Tangier, too, the press pointed particularly to the Filipinos
who “fought viclently” alongside the Amerieans.

Resumption of Aetivity on New Guinea

Japanese land forees, operating from their base at Lae on
the Huon Gulf, appear again to have begun an advance up
the Markham Valley, after having been driven back to their
coastal bases some weeks ago by torrential rains,. No con-
tacts between ground troops of the United Nations and the
Japanese have been reported on New Guinea sinee the initial

Japanese landing= at Lae and Salamaua on March 8.
13
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The air duel between Allied fliers and the Japanese in
Australasia continues daily, with heavy and suecessful attacks
particularly on the important Japanese bases at Rabaul,
New Britain, Koepang in Dutch Timor, and Lae. A direct
hit on an aircraft carrier at Rabaul has been officially con-
firmed. Two Japanese earriers are believed to be operating
in this vieinity.

The Japanese have again bombed Tulagi and Gavutu
islands in the Solomons. It is reported also that they are
building & small base for submarines at the mouth of the
Warongai River in New Britain. Japanese raids on Port
Moreshy and Port Darwin are less frequent, although the
most recent figures on Japanese air strength in this area
indieate that it has been maintained at about 650 operational

planes,

o Quiet in Eastern Siheria

With the virtual end of the spring period of favorable
weather for a Siberian blitzkrieg, quiet continued to reign in
that theatre. As the ice breaks up on the frontier rivers

(usually beginning about April 20), the latter again become
barriers with gunboat patrols, and the bordering alluvial
areas hecome so swampy as to prevent military operations on
any large seale. There are a few places devoid of alluvium,
which should dry up early in May, but Russian defense of
these small sectors should be relatively easy (see The War
This Week, March 12-19, pp. 21-22),

Complimentary statements by General Tatekawa, the re-
tiring Japanese ambassador to Russia, are being broadeast
currently from Tokyo concerning Russian efficiency and
amicable relations with Japan. But the Hsinking radio in
Manchuria, which has often (as before the outbreak of the
Pacific War) foreshadowed Japanese policy, warned that
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Japan and Russia may clash as a result of Anglo-American
intrigues.  Various important Japanese have recently been
recalled to Japan for conferences, including General Aka-
mato, an expert on the border defenses of Manchuria, and
the military attaché to Russia with all his staff, And it is
just reported that Tatekawa has secretly been appointed
advizor on Russian military strategy to the Manchukuo
Army. It may also be significant that Japanese broadeasts
are beginning to contain opprobrious allusions to eommunist
activities in several strategic Asiatic countries,

Collaboration Wins the Day at Vichy

With the return of Laval as Viee President of the Council
at Vichy, the Germans have apparently won a elear-cut vie-
tory, although its precise character will not be known until
Laval returns from his negotiations with the Nazis in Paris,
It is expected that he will then form his government and
clarify the important issue as to what the future position of
the Marshal is to be,

Meanwhile Pétain has agreed that Laval shall not only be
Vice President of the Council but that he shall hold the four
key portfolios of Foreign Affairs, Interior, Propaganda and
Information, and National Economy, Darlan, it is announced,
is to continue in the post of Minister of National Defense,
Although Otto Abetz, German Ambassador to Paris, was
reported at one time to have expressed Berlin's displeasure at
having Laval as the French champion of “collsboration,”
the latter has obviously been chosen again by the Germans to
foree the issue at Vichy and to remove American influence
and sympathy with the Allies from places of importance
around Marshal Pétain.

Probably taking his cue from Laval himself, the collabora-
tionist oracle Jean Luchaire, director of the German eontrolled
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Nouveauz Temps in Paris, declared on April 7 that French
“neutrality’ is not neutrality at all but in reality a tacit
allianee between Vichy and Washington. Luchaire also
pointed out that the “new government will conduet the affairs
of Franee in such a way that she may take her rightful place
in the new European order and derive appropriate benefits
from this European ecollaboration.” As an indication of
what changes this “new conduct of the affairs of France' may
bring in the French domestic seene is the announcement that
the Riom trial has been suspended: its seope may be broad-
ened so that future proceedings may inelude “political and
military mistakes which led to war and defeat,”

The full significance of Laval's advent to power must
await the commentary of events. BSpeculation at onee
suggested the dangerous possibility of fleet eooperation and
the surrender of French base facilities. Certain observers
believe that the Germans are secking to protect their rear
against the danger of invasion at a moment when they are
about to renew the eastern offensive, and one press report
declares that Laval will funetion as “eivil supervisor of all
France," perhaps even leaving strictly “military supervision”
to the Germans, In this connection it is to be noted, how-
ever, that the Germans already eontrol the north and west
French littoral, and that only German troops eould be relied
upon to repel an Allied invasion attempt on this area. The
Nazis must also face the danger that a violent swing to
collaborationism may alienate large numbers of the French
people and inerease the probability of sabotage and active
aid to a possible invading foree,

From North Afriea comes a report that Doriot’s Parti
Populaire Frangais has received 80,000,000 francs from the
Nazis which it is to use in propagandizing North Afriea in
favor of Nazism, At the same time there is & report to the
effect that Laval has recently announced that, should he be
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returned to power, he would fight to get back for Vichy the
Free French colonies, presumably in Africa and the Pacifie.
There are also reliable reports of increasing tension in Moroeco
with certain military precautions being taken by the French—
in apprehension, it is reported, of what the British may do.
Simultaneously highly placed French officials in North Africa
continue fo urge that Ameriea make economic aid available
to that region at a time when economic stringeney is reported
to be grave.

An Azizs Squeeze Play?

As Vichy gravitated toward the Axis, the fast battleships
Dunkerque and Strasbourg, now reunited at Toulon, were the
chief stakes in the risky game of Mediterranean naval bal-
ance, If these and other units of the French navy were
suddenly to pass under Axis control, the British would face a
significantly strengthened naval foree in that area just at the
time when the defense of India may demand naval reinforce-
ment in the East.

The sinking of the Italian heavy cruiser Trenfo by a
British submarine, plus the report that both of the two new
Italian battleships were under repair at Taranto, indicated
that the naval balance in the Mediterranean had improved
somewhat, and that the Italians might not be able to eon-
tribute very significantly to any contemplated squeeze play.
A recently compiled list of Ttalian sinkings reveals that sinee
the start of the war Tialy has lost perhaps 44 per cent of her
merchant shipping, about half her submarines, more than
one-third of her destroyers, and about a third of her light
eruisers.  Although the British have sunk none of the six
Italian battleships, only the three old vessels Giulio Cesare,
Caio Duilio, and Andrea Doria are apparently now fit for
serviee, Of the seven heavy cruisers with which Italy
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entered the war, the Zara, Polo, and Fiume were lost at Cape
Matapan, and the Gorizie went down at Messina. With the
recent loss of the Trento, then, the Italians have left only the
Bolzano and the Triesfe, at least one of which is now under
repair,

Action in Malta and Libya

Last week Malta withstood its worst bombing thus far.
Evidently the Axis was meeting with some suceess in neutral-
izing the fortress Iying athwart its supply lines to Libya.
But it was at heavy cost: somewhere between five and ten
per eent of the 100 to 200 planes that flew over the island
daily were reported lost. Airmen generslly consider ten
per cent losses as an uneconomic wastage of air strength.
And at & time when the RAF has launched a major offensive
against industrial eenters in northern Franee and Germany,
and when the Nazis are apparently preparing for a spring
push in Russia, the losses over Malta may make themselves
felt in other theaters of the war,

The Flow of Lend-lease Goods to Russia

On all except the northern seetor of the Russian front the
spring thaw had apparently stalled both Soviet and Nazi
armies last week. There was marked activity in the Lake
llmen area alone, where the Germans admitted a Russian
break-through. But they added that they had eut the supply
lines of the Soviet advance detachment, leaving them iso-
lated and without reinforcements,

As the zero hour of the anticipated German spring offensive
drew near, the lend-lepse shipping lane to Murmansk was
again the focus of Allied interest. The Cermans claimed
that they had set fire to two merchant ships and damaged a
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third on this run. Press reports from Stockholm, however,
announced that another Allied convoy had reached Mur-
mansk in =afety. 5. A. Lozovsky, Soviet vice-commissar
for foreign affairs, declared that “all sorts™ of war materials
were now reaching Russia from the United States.  And
Admiral Standley, on his arrival at Kuibyshev to assume his
functions as American Ambassador, predieted that the
current month would see the flow of goods from the United
States at last equaling American commitments.
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Coordinator of Information

THE WAR THIS WEEK

With Pétain’s acceptance of Laval and the ereation of a
frankly collaborationist government in France, the Germans
have won a diplomatic victory of far-reaching implications.
In the end it may involve the transfer to Axis control—in
effect at least—of the French fleet and bases. Present indi-
cations, however, suggest that Laval will move slowly at
first, attempting above all to consolidate his domestie position,

In the Far East, there is an enigmatic pause in the Battle
of Bengal, and the Japanese are withdrawing from that area
important elements of their fleet, including heavy units.
This may reflect a decision that the costs of an assault on
India would be too high, as suggested by the Japanese dir
losses over Ceylon.  Or it may mean merely the withdrawal
of carriers to obtain fresh complements of planes. Mean-
while the recent doubling of Japanese air strength in Man-
churia and Japan suggests an increasing interest in the
Siberian area. At the same time the Japanese have again
been feeling out the North Australian defense zone, but here
their heavy air losses—as compared with those of the
Allies—would scarcely encourage a significant forward
movement.

On the Russian front, the Soviets continue to claim gains,
but the best evidence indicates that Russian attacks are
aimed primarily at seriously hampering German prepara-
tions for the expected spring offensive. Military observers
credit the Russians with no advanees of importance for several
weeks past,
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FPétain Yields to the Collaborationist Tide

On Sunday last Marshal Pétain asked the French peaple
to follow him as it had on the oceasion of the armistice of
June 1940. With full knowledge that the assumption of
power by Laval would be considered as nothing less than an
unfriendly aet by the United States, the Marshal declared:

“Pierre Laval will exercise under my authority the internal
and external policy of our country, It was with him at the
most tragie moment of our disaster that I founded the new
order which must assure the resurreetion of Franee.

“Today is a moment as decisive as that of June, 1940:
I again find myself with him to resume the national task, and
that of European organization for which we together have laid
the bases,”

The somewhat enigmatic nature of Pétain, and the vacil-
lating character of his policy have given rise to justifishle
differences of opinion as to his willingness and ability to
resist the collaborationist demands of the Germans in the
past.  Now, however, his frank aceeptance of Lavil, who has
promptly embarked on a eandid program of cooperation with
the Germans, has destroyed faith in the sineerity and useful-
ness Pf Pétain. The most striking index to this new attitude
15 quite obviously the recall for consultation of Admiral Leahy.
In future the Marshal is apparently to be viewed as a politieal
front for the Laval regime, of value merely in winning for
that regime politieal adhesion among parts at least of the
Freneh publie,

One close observer of the French scene points out that
Ijt'rmm's present action aceords with much in his past. When
France in the summer of 1940 wus faced with the decision
tﬂ'h_r“l her she should surrender to the Germans or continue
resistance in the eolonies, the character and personality of
Pétain played a decisive role. His great prestige in the first
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World War was enough to eonvinee large numbers of people
that his adviee should be taken and that France should lay
down her arms. His popularity and prestige, together with
a fundamentally egotistic belief in his own politieal impor-
tance, permitted such traitors as Laval to gather about him
and to support his political pretentions while seeking to foster
their own personal ambitions, Pétain's lack of faith in the
causze of French democracy and his defeatist tendencies, as
recorded by Clémenceau and Foeh from the last war, made it
only too appropriate that he take advantape of Franee's
prostrate condition in order to foree upon her in 1940 lis ideas
of what a French government should be. This east of mind
has now made it perfectly possible for Pétain, despite his
notorious personal enmity for Laval, to accept a regime
pledged to full eooperation with the Germans.

Laval Maps a Collaborationist Course for France

Laval's formation of the new government obviously fulfills
hopes which he has long cherished. Tt is even reported on
high authority that some vears ago (and long before the
collapse of the Frenech republie) Laval conceived an anti-
democratic regime, to which Pétain had declared himself
sympathetic, and of which he, Laval, would be the effective
leader, covered by the cloak of the Marshal's popularity.
Without the popularity of Pétain, Laval obviously realizes
that in the present juncture he could do little, unless he
were prepared to seek the full support of the German Army.

In his Monday broadeast to the French people Laval
declared: “I have always affirmed that rapprochement be-
tween France and Germany was a condition of peace in
Europe . . . Today no menace will prevent me from seck-
ing entente and reconeilistion with Germany."”
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Only the future can reveal the precise form to be taken hy
the poliey here deseribed by Laval in unvarnished terms. He
has reserved for himself the key posts of Foreign Affairs,
Interior, and Information (propaganda). He has ehosen as
colleagues notorious collaborationists or men who are in any
event fully expeeted to do his will in realizing the new policy.

It i true that Darlan has been named suceessor to Pétain
and commander in chief of all the armed forees, responsible
only to the Marshal. But observers point out that the extent
of Laval's power, notably over the Ministries of War and the
Navy, will enable him to exert significant control over the
armed forees of France, and probably as a result to undermine
rapidly the position of Darlan,

Laval's Apparent Intentions

It is believed that Laval will make no spectacular ehanges
at onee.  According to Anthony Eden, he will lie low for a
time to quiet apprehensions in America as well as in Franee,
Laval probably hopes to mediate between Washington and
Berlin and to aequire enough prestige in the New Order to
feather his own nest and that of Franee, He will do nothing
about Viehy warships for a time, Eden indieates, and neither
contemplates nor desires allowing Berlin to have them, He
might, however, use them to protect the trade of France with
her dependencies.  Laval would no doubt permit Nazi pene-
tration in these areas, so that a naval elash with Allied forces
wight well result.  He will foster the transfer to Germany of
Freneh workers, but is unlikely to embark on so ambitious a
project as the conguest of territories held by the Free French,
Eden concludes,

Certain changes are already in evidence, however. In
French West Africa Rear Admiral Paul Collinet, who com-
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manded the Strasbourg in the British attack on Oran, has been
given the naval eommand. In Tangier the Germans are
planning "to establish diplomatie or consular representation,
and are attempting to establish a regime of extraterritoriality.
A very recent report tells of the arrival in Tangier and North
Africa of “an extraordinary number of Germans' who, it is
claimed, are coming for espionage and counter-espionage
purposes,

While Allied suspicions have been aroused over plans
regarding the movement of French warships from North
African ports, it is reported that the French are ealling for
more arms from the Germans to “protect’” themselves against
the British, In Dakar, the press and the radio, through
directed propaganda efforts, are vehemently stressing loyalty
to Pétain, while from Martinique Admiral Robert claims
that his relationship with Pétain and Darlan has not changed.

Azis Naval Dispositions and the French Fleet

This week's map presents «in diagrammatic form  the
loeations of the naval units in Europe that the United
Nations must wateh—themselves heavily engaged in Atlan-
tie, Pacifie, and Far Eastern waters.  Notable are the badly
battered but still powerful Italian battle fleet at Taranto;
the German naval eoncentration at Trondheim-—threatening
both the British Home Fleet and the Allied supply line to
Russia, while guarding against an assault on Norway; and
the seattering of the remaining Nazi fleet units nmong nu-
merous ports of the North and Baltie Seas, cleverly guarding
against @ repetition by the British of surprize torpedo-plane
suecesses sueh ns those at Taranto and Pearl Harbor.  Here
the central question is, of course, what the future will bring
when the damaged Scharnhorst and Greisenau (perhaps along
with the pocket battleship Litzow and the aireraft earrier
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that beiween 1500 and 3000 people were starving to death
daily in Leningrad gives, if eorrect, some indication of the
extent of eivilian suffering in Russia's beleaguered cities,
Furthermore, according to Soviet sources, Leningrad lhas
recently undergone a three-day air attack by the Luftwale,

{encilintion on the Diplomiatic Front

Diplomatic dispatehes last week suggesied that the Soviet
foreign office was beginning to abandon its characteristic
attitude of reserve toward neutral and cven Allied [HIWETs.
From Ankara came the report that the advanee gusrd of the
40,000 Prlish zoldiers whom Russig is sending to the Middle
Enst for training, had arrived at Jerusalem, Furthermore,
Russo-Turkish tension over the trial of those aceused in the
bombing attempt on German Ambassador Von Papen appears
to have abated.  Soviet officials have evident ly been some-
what surprised at the furor that certain tactless remarks on
their part have aroused in the Turkish eapital.  And it now
apprars that the Turkish foreign minister himself has ad-
mitted in private that the judges in the case were not being
I.'IITJrI'E}' fair to the defendanta,

Russia, Bulparia, and Polund

The Soviets also appear to be making efforts to underimine
whatever aid Bulgaria has promiged to give the Nagzis on
the Eastern Front, A Tass dispateh from Geneva suggests
that despite the “Hitlerization" of the country and the
suppression of all opposition by the new Bulgarian cabinet,
there is still danger of a popular uprising ageinst active
Bulgarion participation in the war. The Bulgarian peaple,
the dispatch eoncludes, are determined to resist the atterpt
to eonvert them into eannon fodder for Hitler, MNothing has
diminished their hatred for “Bulgarian traitors and their
Berlin mastors, "

The remaining thorny issue in Russian forcign policy
that of the post-war status of the three small Baltie States
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is also being currently diseussed with the British, and may
be nearing a =olution,

Modest Vietary for the Left in Argentina

In Argenting the Radical and Socialist members of the
Chamber of Deputies, whose combined vote gives them a
slim majority, suceeeded in uniting their forees to reélect Dr,
José Luls Cantilo, a Radieal, to the presidency of the Cham-
ber.  This was the first test of the use the Socialists would
make in the new Parlinment of their balanee of power posi-
tion, and indieates that Acting President Castillo may have
strong Chamber opposition.  Some observers prediet that
in such a ease Castillo may find some pretext to dissolve
Parliament and make the semi-dictatorship of the conserva-
tive National Democratic Party complete, In the Senate,
where the conservatives have unchallenged control, Dr,
Robustiano Patron Costas was redlected president,

Paraguay's Liberal Party Dissolved

The dissolution of Paraguay s onee-dominant Liberal Party,
announced by the government on April 25, makes legal a
situation which has existed in fact for some time. Sinees
assuming office in September 1940, President Morinigo has
systematically ousted Liberal officials and has exiled or im-
prisoned the party's leaders, thereby effeetively eliminating
it from the political seene,  There have been recent indies-
tions that political exiles have been active (The War
This Week, March 19-26, p. 19). The dissolution decres,
which probably reflects that renewed activity, muakes no
easential change in the military dictatorship, which has
methodically suppressed all opposition.

Nazi Propaganda of Confusion in Lalin Ameriea

The Nazis continue to spread the propaganda of confusion
in Latin Amerien, siming to paralyze the opposition through
conflicting and disturbing rumors and reports.  When, for
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instance, ten advanced training planes destined for Brazil
made & foreed landing on the Orinoco Delta, the newspapers
in Rio de Janeiro the next day carried the story that three of
the B-25's then being sent from the United States to Brazil
had eracked up also—a story which had no foundation in fact
but which was widely believed.

Another blow was struck at hemisphere solidarity by an
apparent agreement on the part of the Axis to respect
Argentine shipping if Argentina remains neutral. The exist-
ence of such an agreement is reflected in secret instructions
issued by the Argentine government to ship owners on how
to mark and light their vessels and what routes to follow.

During the past week the Nazis have been making stren-
uous efforts to reestablish radio eommunications with Latin
America. When eertain Brazilian stations were raided
(The War This Week, March 26-April 2, 1942, pp. 17-18),
the Germans lost the channel through which connection was
maintained between Berlin and the espionage system of the
Western Hemisphere, Now mesaapes from several stations
in Chile indicate that a new connection is in the process of
being set up from the latter country. The Germans are
calling for the plans of “our invasion” of northwest Africa.

Quebee Vales “No"

Canada's voters, by a two to one majority, have signified
their willingness to release Prime Minister MacKenzie King's
government from its previous promises never to introduce
conscription for overseas service. This result had been
anticipated, but it had been hoped that the negative vote in
Queber would be eonsiderably less than the actual 72 per cent
which the returns shaw, In effect, French Canada as & whole
voted against releasing the Eovernment from its anti-conserip-
tion pledges. The 28 per cent of the Guebee population who
voted “Yes" wore probably confined largely to the English
speaking groups who constitute 20 percent of the whole and
to the small number of French Canadians in urban centers
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like Montreal whose constant contact with English speaking
Canadians makes them more tolerant of other points of view.
As a result of the vote, Quebee is now pitted against the rest
of the Dominion. Instead of unifying the country, the
plebiscite reveals more clearly than before that many of its
sons will be forced unwillingly to serve overseas, and that
an ultra loyalist Ontario i= convineed that Freneh Canada is
trying to sabotage the war effort,

The position of Prime Minister King has been made very
diffieult by the plebiscite result. The main objective uflhis
political career has been the maintenance of national unity,
and according to one informed observer, it is not expected
that he would further confuse the political situation at the
present time by resigning. Nevertheless, by the vote of
April 27, the Quebee members of the Federal Parlinment,
who by a great majority supported the government, have
been repudiated by their own constituents. Mr., King, a
master of political maneuver, must find his way out of thljs
predicament, possibly by means of a general elect:inn, in
which his talent for persuading French Canadians might be
more fully exercised than it was in the plebiscite campaign,
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The Coordinator of Information

THE WAR THIS WEEK

Following the recent accession of Laval, the British seized
the initiative and struck Tuesday at Vichy-held Madagasecar.
With parachutists and commandos reported in the van of the
attack, the British have captured the principal base at Diego
Suarez and threaten the early conquest of the island, aiming
above all to safeguard it against potential future use by the
Axis. At the other end of the Indian Ocean the Japanese
were fully capitalizing the successes of their newest offensive
in Burma. With Lashio and Mandalay in their hands, they
drove fresh spearheads northeast along the Burma Road,
north toward Bhamo, and northwest toward India, and had
virtually isolated China from all but air supply. To the
southeast, developments in Melanesia clearly indicated the
imminence of some further advanee in the Solomon Islands
and suggested that an even wider offensive in the Coral Sea
area may be in the making,

In the west, German precautions in France and the Low
Countries appeared to reflect no substantial anxiety concern-
ing a “second front,” despite the widespread publicity given
the latter possibility in the press of the democracies, On the
eastern front the Soviets continued to win victories by eom-
muniqué, but American military observers were inclined to
discount these successes and to believe that the Germans are
actually in the process of ironing out salients created by earlier
Russian drives,
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The British Seize the Initiative in Madagascar

The British expedition against Diego Suarez, following
President Roosevelt's prediction of measures to prevent
further Axis use of French territory in any part of the world,
emphasized again the determination of the United Nations
to seize the initiative from their opponents. Threats of a
Japanese move on Madagascar have been in the air since the
fall of Singapore, and measures to forestall it were under-
taken even before the Vichy visit of Admirals Abe and
Nomura accentuated the danger, according to press reports.

The attacking forces struck directly for Madagasear's
strongest fortified point—a naval base and military area,
with a considerable garrison even in normal times. Geo-
graphically this northern tip of the island is practically iso-
lated, save for a single none-too-adequate road down to
Majunga, and thence inland to Tananarive, the capital. But
capitulation of Diego Suarez would probably entail the col-
lapse of resistance elsewhere and open the way for rapid
penetration of the whole colony. The few thousand ill-
equipped native and French troops can hardly resist long,
and the possibilities of Japanese aid appear remote. Fifth
column activities present no serious threat. The natives are
unarmed, and disinclined to guerrilla fighting; the bulk of
the 25,000 French residents are friendly; no serious inter-
ference will be offered by seventy Italians, five Geermans, and
two “problematical” Japanese—a hotel keeper and his wife.

Advantages of Holding Madagasear

The United Nations would gain decided advantages from
8 conquered and strongly held Madagascar. Most impor-
tant, the danger of hostile use of the island would be removed;
& eritical threat to troops and supplies routed via the Cape of
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Good Hope to the Red Sea, the Persian Gulf, India and
Australias would be neutralized,

Furthermore, the United Nations would possess a new
strategic springboard, well situated in relation to the Middle
and Far Eastern theatres of combat as a point of support for
convoys, a base for submarines and destroyer patrols (the
dry-dock at Diego Suarez can accommodate 10,000-ton
cruisers), and a vantage point for aerial surveillance of the
southern Indian Ocean and southeast Africa. Madagascar
normally exports large quantities of agricultural and mineral
products, particularly beef, coffee, graphite and mica. It is
understood that she now has substantial accumulations of
these produets which will be available for the common effort
as fast as ships can be found to carry them.

Difficulties of Occupation

Considerable local difficulties face a power which assumes
responsibility for Madagascar by military occupation. These
are not lessened by the publicly expressed determination to
respect the status of the colony as French territory, ulti-
mately to be restored to France. The chiefs of the adminis-
tration are strongly collaborationist, and probably cannot
be left in office. The economic situation is very bad, owing
to shipping losses and the effects of eighteen months of
British blockade. Trade has practically ceased, and there
are acute shortages of all kinds of manufactured goods, con-
struction materials, petroleum products, medicines, wheat
flour, and condensed milk. Health conditions present a
third major problem for an occupying force. Malaria is
prevalent over the whole island, tuberculosis and syphilis
are very widespread, and the microscopic jigger flea, which
burrows under the toenail to lay its eggs, could by itself
cripple an incautious army.,
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Polential Danger of a Break With Vichy

A larger peril is that the Vichy government might be
drawn into full Axis belligerency, especially in the event of
protracted fighting. If the occupation is completed by land-
ing troops on Madagasear's insular dependencies in the Indian
Ocean and the Mozambique Channel, not to mention the
nearby independent colony of Reunion, the number of pos-
sible grievances will be multiplied. It is clear, however, that
the United Nations face the chances of a break with open
eyes. The United States has declared that it will not hesitate
to send troops or ships to Madagasear, should such action be
desirable in the common cause, and that it will regard any
warlike act against either Great Britain or the United States
as an attack upon the United Nations as a whole. War with
one power means war with all. Laval has chosen to place &
minimal interpretation on this formula, and to regard local
resistance in Madagascar as falling outside the category of
“warlike acts.” Meanwhile it is reported that the British
did not consult the Free French in advance and that General
de Gaulle's headquarters have evinced notable chagrin and
disappointment in this connection.

Defeat in Burma

The Japanese are moving swiftly to rout the last Allied
resistance in Burma. Chinese and British forces, defeated
and separated, are retreating on three fronts—toward India,
toward northern Burma, and into China itself. Imperial
Headquarters at Tokyo claims also the capture of the air-
field at Akyab on the western Burmese coast, only 300 air-
line miles from Caleutta, but the British have offered no
confirmation. This denouement of the Burmese campaign,
which has now developed new threats to both China and
India, has led Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek once again
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to warn his people of the difficulties which liec ahead and of
the possibility of further prolongation of the war.

In the Burmese campaign the Japanese appear to have taken
brilliant advantage not only of superior forces and equipment,
but also of native aid.  Fifth columnists captured Lashio some
hours prior to the actual occupation of the town by Japanese
forces, according to reliable advices received here. Four
Thai divisions are said to have participated with the Japanese
in the attack, and native Burmese were active against the
Allies throughout the campaign. In addition to the Thai
divisions, eight Japanese divisions and two motorized regi-
ments are estimated to be in action on the Burmese front,
supported by some 400 planes. Upwards of 250 light and
medium tanks also are said to be in use.

The Advance on China

The strongest Japanese drive appears to be along the Burma
road, where the invaders are reported to have reached and
passed Wanting, which lies beyond the Chinese border in
Yunnan Province. The nature of this threat to China is
difficult to evaluate, but it hardly seems likely that the
Japanese can extend their operations far into China at present.
Beyond Wanting, the terrain becomes very difficult, and the
Burma road climbs over rugged country to elevations as
high as 8,430 feet, Various Chinese in Washington seem to
be convineed that southwest China is not the danger spot
for a Japanese offensive. The real threat, they say, still
lies in the Yangtze valley area of central China, and particu-
larly in the region of Changsha, which the Japanese have
already three times assaulted,

The Japanese may intend, however, to proceed as far as
Lungling. Their objectives here would be two: the sub-
stantial isolation of China and destruetion of lend-lease sup-
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plies cached along the Burma road. Although depot faeili-
ties between Lashio and Kunming are poor, the Chinese
apparently have transferred some supplies from Lashio to
this region.

The Isolation of China

At Lungling, about 20 miles southwest of the point where
the Burma road crosses the S8alween River, there is a junction
with a route northward to Myitkyina, thence to Fort Hertz,
from which & road is now being built over the mountains to
Ledo in Assam., Japanese capture of Lungling would put
an end even to the faint hope of supplying China over this
new route to the Burma road.

Another supply route, known as the India road, is said to
be under construction. Starting at Ledo, it uses the route to
Fort Hertz, then runs due east to Sichang in China and from
there another 600 miles to Chungking. News despatches
from Chungking say that “350,000 laborers" are now working
on this road. But it erosses very difficult terrain and several
high passes, including one of more than 13,000 feet. It is
estimated that at best this road could not be completed for
at least two years,

The most effective method of implementing President
Roosevelt’s recent promise to maintain aid to China appears,
therefore, to depend upon the further development of a
traffic in airborne goods, Japanese air bases in northern
Burma might also make this diffieult. But the faet that,
before the fall of Hongkong, a regular air freight service was
maintained over Japanese occupied territory between Hong-
kong and Chungking indicates that freight service of this
kind is at least possible,
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Withdrawal to India

ﬁ_ third Japanese drive is directed against British and
Indian troops retreating along the Chindwin River toward
Kalewa. From Kalewa there is a trail across the great
Arakan Yoma range to Chittagong in India. The Japanese
are reported to be moving up the Chindwin River in barges.
Whether they would attempt to follow the retreating Allied
forces across the Arakan Yoma range is again open to ques-
tion. But these mountains, formerly thought to be impass-
able for armies, are probably no more so than those which
lie between eastern Burma and Thailand, and over which the
Japanese have moved their tanks to eapture Lashio. Refugees
from Burma, of whom there are reported to be some 80,000,
have been filtering into India over the mountains at the rate
of a thousand or more a day for the past several weeks. It is
difficult to believe that Japanese troops could not do the same.

It must also be borne in mind, however, that the region on
the windward side of these mountains is one of the rainiest in
the world during the monsoon season now approaching. At
Cherra Punji in India, some 200-0dd miles north of Chitta-
gong, the rainfall sometimes reaches 425 inches a year—with
one exception, the heaviest in the world,

The Japanese Move Forward in Melanesia

Current Japanese naval and air activity in the Carolines
and Melanesia now suggests the beginning of a forward move-
ment in the Solomon Islands, with an offensive on a large scale
in the Coral Sea area not to be excluded. Since the with-
!irawai of their naval concentration from the Bay of Bengal
in rlnjd-ﬁpril, the Japanese have shifted the foeus of their naval
activities to the Southern Mandates—New Britain area, It
15 hgﬁeved that most of the heavy units returning from the
Indian Ocean proceeded to home waters for overhaul and
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repairs. But at least two heavy cruisers, supported by de-
stroyers and submarines and later reinforced by the new air-
eraft carrier Byukaku, sailed to the vieinity of Truk in the
Carolines, An attempt to ocecupy Tulagi Harbor in the
Solomons, which continues to be the object of Japanese
bombing attacks, iz looked upon as imminent,

The Japanese may soon be able to reinforce their troops
in this area from units released by the fall of the forts in
Manila bay. After a pounding from Japanese heavy artil-
lery, firing from the heights of Bataan, Corregidor’s defenses
have given way, and this key fort has finally fallen, Terms
for the surrender of other forts in the bay are being arranged.
Resistance apparently is continuing, however, on Mindanao,
Cebu, and Panay and even in Northern Luzon, coming
chiefly from small, scattered units and guerrillas, How far
the Japanese intend to mop up in the Philippines at this
time is a matter of conjecture,

Reconnaissance in New Guinen

In the Markham Valley of Northeast New Guinea, where
their troops were flooded out several weeks ago by heavy
raing, the Japanese have again penetrated inland. Observ-
ers on the scene, however, apparently do not anticipate an
immediate attack on Port Moresby overland via the Mark-
ham Valley, but suggest rather that the Japanese are seeking
to disperse their airfields. Numerous commercial felds
exist inland, which in peacetime were used for air transport
to the New Guinea gold fields.

The anxiety of the Japanese, reflected in their search for
dispersal fields, is well grounded. On two successive days,
April 20 and 30, Allied fliers were able to bomb and machine
gun Japanese aircraft lined up on the ground at Lae, destroy-
ing or damaging some 50 planes,

8

SECRET

Russo-Japanese Relations Improve?

Japanese relations with Russia are improving, while those
with Germany are getting worse, in the opinion of the French
ambassador in Tokyo, whose views are to be received with
some reserve since in mid-March he regarded a Japanese
attack on Siberia as imminent (The War This Week, March
18-26, pp. 6-7). Although the extreme militarists still favor
war and the betterment in relations may even be a Japanese
ruse to deceive the Russians, the ambassador thinks that
cooler heads in Japan will restrain the others until the results
of the expected German offensive against Russia become
apparent.

The following may be straws in the wind: General Tate-
kawa, ex-ambassador to Russia, has made remarks implying
praise of Russia's war effort, and the Japanese government
again permits and even encourages its officials to travel by
the Trans-Siberian Railroad. Moreover, there were no indi-
cations of military movements on either side of the Man-
churian frontier during the past week. A Japanese warning
to the Soviets that additional landings of American bombers
in Siberia would endanger Russo-Japanese relations was to be
expected in the circumstances,

Non-violence in India

On May 2 the Working Committee of the Indian National
Congress, by a vote of 176 to 4, adopted a measure calling
for non-violent non-cooperation as the means of resisting a
possible Japanese invasion. The motion precludes any sup-
port of the British program of military resistance, although
the Congress states that it will put no hindrance in the way
of that program. It was at the instance of Mahatma Gandhi
that the Congress acted—Gandhi, who less than two weeks
before had protested against the growing American military
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strength in India. The motion represents, for the present
at least, the return of Gandhi to leadership, and the tem-
porary eclipse of Nehru.

The Cripps mission had left the Congress a prey to internal
dissension. Nehru and Azad, president of the Congress,
favored full resistance to Japan. Rajagopalachariar, right-
wing leader from Madras, while also favoring active resist-
ance, differed from the other Congress leaders in wishing to
collaborate with the Moslem League by establishing separate
Hindu and Moslem states, His resignation from the Con-
gress preceded by a few days the vote in favor of non-violence.

The Philosophy of Non-Violence

Non-violent non-cooperation is a technique of revolt
developed by Gandhi in South Afriea before the First World
War., He took it to India in 1919 to use against the British,
and it was the weapon of his widespread campaign during
10189-1922.  Its philosophy is epitomized in the word
salyagraha—somewhat loosely translated by Gandhi as “soul
foree.” Literally it means “stubborn insistence (agraha)
upon the truth (satya).” Truth, in Gandhi's view, as in that
of traditional Hinduism, is a metaphysical foree, with absolute
value, which can operate to produce concrete results in the
physieal world. A true cause, promoted by sincere advocates,
themselves strictly devoted to truth in every respect, cannot
fail. Ethically, truth abhors the injury of living creatures:
it i= the antithesis of violenee,

In the case of modern India, Britain as its sovereign has
appeared to Gandhi to represent untruth, to be “satanie':
Britain took and enslaved the country; it holds India by
violence. For this reason, Gandhi has felt himself ealled on
to lead & movement to drive out the British by non-violence.
For the same reason, he opposed detive cooperation in the
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present war, and withdrew from the leadership of the Con-
gress when the latter offered in the summer of 1940 to support
the British war effort. Convineed that the Japanese, as
military aggressors, are the agents of evil, Gandhi now has
induced the Congress to oppose them also with salyagraha,

Non-Violenece in Action

The action of the Working Committee is not pro-Japanese,
Neither does it imply merely passive resistance. [t may
mean such active forms of opposition as refusal to man the
railways, abandonment of eity services, mass demonstrations
against taxes—all efforts to wear down the endurance of the
aggressors. Its success is far from certain, but the only
other way of mobilizing the civilian population seems to be
guerrilla warfare, and for this the people have no training.

Fresh Speculation on Laval

An element of mystery continues to surround the in-
tentions of Pierre Laval. General de Gaulle believes that
he may for the present lull the French people into a false
sense of seeurity (apathetie reactions to Laval’s return io
power have been reported in various French circles). The
General also believes that later Laval will perhaps place the
French fleet indireetly at the service of the Axis in operations
against Syria.

In this same conneetion, another observer points out that
the cabinet is filled with second rate men (see Appendix I
and is really to be viewed as a half-way house on the road to
full collaboration. These second raters, some of them friends
of Pétain, have been chosen as & transitional cloak under
which Laval can act while he is establishing full control in
France. Meanwhile the Germans will make concessions to
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Laval only as he demonstrates that he is their man, aceord-
ing to this argument, and they may then drop him in turn
when he has served their purpose.

Various sources now picture Laval's appointment as a
grudging pis aller on the part of Pétain: if the Marshal had
refused to vield, Hitler threatened to install a Gauleiter in
France and to institute military control {(and perhaps total
oceupation) of the unoccupied zone. In any event the
Marshal recently defended the appointment by declaring
that, although Laval was somewhat more favorable to the
Germans than he (Pétain), the new premier would give no
military aid to the Nagis.

(Ferman Anxiely in the Wesl?

On the eve of Hitler's expected offensive in the east, various
developments and reports reveal German anxiety concerning
the military position in the west, according to some observers,
It is widely believed that the Nazis sought in the ereation of
the Laval regime security in their rear.  The popular demand
in Britain for a “second front" and the recent conversations
of high Allied strategists are believed in some quarters to be
the source of uneasiness in German counsels. An uncon-
firmed report has Field Marshal von Rundstedt appointed
commander of the German Army of Oceupation in the west,
and it is insisted that Hitler would scarcely waste Von
Rundstedt's talents on an inactive front.

On the other hand, the present German military position in
the west, as indicated by the accompanying map, suggests no
great anxiety, either in terms of number or disposition of
ground troops or of aireraft. Some ten divisions hold the
coastal defense zone from the Gulf of St, Malo to Lille. Three
further divisions are stationed in the Low Countries. Alto-
gether in oceupied France and the Low Countries there are
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some 30 divisions (one armored). The strength of each
division is estimated to be considerably less than that of divi-
siong operating on the Eastern Front, where more overhead
troops are required, so that the total of the 30 divisions may
not be more than 375,000 men, SBome observers, mareover,
believe that the total number of divisions may be 27 rather
than 30, but with an additional armored division in training
in the vicinity of Paris.

The Factor of Rapid Reinforcement

The current situation could change almost overnight,
however, since it is estimated that ground reinforcements
leaving central Germany could be set down on the French
coast within 72 hours. With adequate bases and facilities
(which they are believed to possess), and assuming the
availability of operational units in eentral Germany and
elsewhere, the Germans could probably double their air
foree in 24 hours, according to military observers,

Troops stationed. near Cherbourg have been observed
recently undergoing infensive training to resist possible
landings, and preparations for defense along the entire
French coast continue. But there is no evidence of new
Nazi invasion plans against the British Isles, and certain
Ameriean observers believe that Germany will be content
for the present to maintain a strong defensive position,
Thiz view iz perhaps confirmed by a report that Rhine
barges, previously requisitioned and adapted for use in an
invasion, are being returned to their Dutch owners,

However confident the Germans may be about the situa-
tion in the west, it is not true that they are using only third
rate troops to garrison their defenses in that area. It is a
fact that the troops include older men and that they are not
the best in the German Army. But they are veteran fighters
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with battle experience gained in the present war, and the
divisions include a considerable leavening of younger men.
Reports that these troops are of a distinetly inferior quality
may arise in some instanees from contacts not with regular
units but with Landeschiitzen. These troops are veterans of
the First World War, and the Germans are using about 20
battalions of them in France, primarily for guard duty in
the interior.

Libyan Allernatives

In the Western Desert observers point out that a shortage of
artillery and anti-tank equipment may foree Marshal Rommel
to postpone until autumn any planned offensive. As the
hot summer months approach, the problem of water and
of reasonably comfortable bivouacs may well be the chief
consideration in the Libyan theater. Apparently Rommel's
present positions at Jebel el Achdar are hilly, comparatively
well watered, and much eooler than those of the British.

Yet an Axis attack is not entirely out of the question.
The virtual neutralization of Malta has permitted far more
Axis convoys to get through to Tripoli than was the case
last autwmn and winter. Considerable reinforcement of
Marshal Rommel's army is, then, theoretically possible.
The extent of this reinforcement will largely depend on how
much arpnored equipment the Nazis think they can spare
from the Russian front,

Were Rommel to receive such additional strength, he could
probably take the offensive at any time this summer. Highly
competent observers suggest that even in the most intense
heat mechanized warfare is possible on the Libyan front.
The windy season, which lasts for a two-month period some-
time between April and June, even offers eertain advantages:
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dust storms lasting five or six days are useful for concealing
seeret maneuvers from the enemy,

The Germans Stratghten Thetr Line

A Nazi effort to wipe out the chief salients established by
the Boviets last winter—thereby straightening the German lines
in preparation for concerted offensive action—has character-
ized recent operations on the Russian front, aceording to well-
informed American military opinion. Of the three great
SBoviet salients, the Nazis have doubtless already eliminated
the one farthest south, toward Dnepropetrovsk. After two
weeks of German elaims, the Russians have finally admitted
fighting around Tzum, far to the east of their extreme penetra-
tion last winter,

The middle salient, below Smolensk, where Soviet parties
last February pushed as far as Dorogobuzh, may also have
disappeared. Here the Nazis claim to be in Sukhinichi,
effectually pinching off the area of Russian advance, but this
claim still awaits SBoviet confirmation. The final salient, the
northern one around Staraya Russa, may still be intact. It
is of some significance, however, that the Russians have now
admitted for the first time that the Germans are ceccupying a
number of towns south and east of Leningrad.

As the Nazi lines straightened, the German armies were
apparently attempting to clear the areas behind their forward
positions—in order to obtain inereased mobility for a coming
offensive,. Where such an attack might come was still any-
body's guess. So far as weather was concerned, the ground
was dry in the south, in the center it was still muddy, while
in the north the ice was breaking up,
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Stalin's Ultimate Aims

Despite its present position of extreme peril, the Soviet
Government is apparently unshaken in its desire to regain
and permanently hold the territory included in its houndaries
of June, 1041, In his May Day order, Stalin eschewed any
desire for “foreign’’ conguests. But his specific enumeration
of the peoples that the Soviets intend to liberate gives some
notion of his ultimate aims: “We want to free our brother
Ukrainians, Moldavians, White Russians, Lithuanians, Lat-
vians, Esthonians and Karelians from the insults to which
they have been subjected by the German Fascist beasts,"

Hitler's Speech Again

Optimistie reports interpreting Hitler's recent speech con-
tinue to arrive. Gothenburg editors dub it privately as the
rehearsal of a swan song. The Swedish ambassador at
Ankara mentions military tangles and sagging morale.
“Hitler's uneasiness” is another phrase which oceurs, and a
Swiss Consul mentions the speech along with other factors
foreshadowing & “‘threatened erisis.”

On the other hand, eertain observers here continue to regard
the speech as one of Hitler's shrewdest and most carefully
considered utterances. They point out that the speech aims
at opposite effects at home and abroad, and is to be under-
stood in terms of the two intelleetual elimates—authoritarian
and democratic—to which it was addressed.

At home, it was a precautionary warning to all Germans,
aiming not to weaken but to strengthen morale in the face
of the arduous spring and summer ahead. The promise of
further hardships and the threat of harsh treatment for
recalcitrants need not have a demoralizing effect on the
Germans, The Nazi state normally acts by spreading terror,
and if Hitler sought to warn the widest possible German
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audience against any derelietions of duty or half-hearted
support of the war in Russia, he could reasonably assume a
new and severe “power’'—even though he already possessed
it.

Abroad Hitler must have known his remarks would be
interpreted as a sign of weakening morale, according to these
observers. Presumably he aimed at this effect, both in
Ameriea, where his objective is to retard the war effort and
to ereate confusion, and in England, where he also wishes to
awaken doubts as to the wisdom of British policy in carrying
on the war, This he did by assuring the British that they
are bound to lose the war, even if they lose it only to Russia
and the United States.

Azis Air Strategy: The Value of Interior Lines

Recent air developments have emphasized the Axis advan-
tage of speedy concentration offered by interior lines, in the
opinion of an American air expert. In the case of the
Germans, who have not yet revealed their full reserves, this
factor is still of great importance. The Japanese, on the
other hand, as o result of their far extended lines, may now be
in a considerably less favorable position than they were a
few weeks ago.

Plane production figures running to many thousands have
often given a misleading impression as to the number of
aireraft needed to carry out & given mission: a relatively small
nurmber, if well organized and well supported, can accomplish
seemingly disproportionate results. For instance, in their
southward drive on the Indies, the Japanese used in all about
2,500 planes, 1,500 of which were operational at any given
time. Despite their reckless expenditure of aireraft in
specific actions, they exercised considerable economy in
their dispositions of strength. For example, by establishing
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landing stages about 200 miles apart, they probably cut down
operational losses, as compared with combat losses, to the
surprisingly low ratio of 1:1.

From a central air base at Bangkok, the Japanese were
able to despatch planes quickly where they were needed,
Against them, the Allies, desperately outnumbered, lost the
greater part of their own aircraft on the ground. Eighteen
American B-17's in Java, for instance, after sinking 45
transports and 11 naval vessels in the battle of Macassar
Straits, finally succumbed to a Japanese attack on their
landing fields. And even when the Allies were able to ship
in new planes over long and dangerous transport routes,
the necessity of guarding both Australia and India kept their
air strength dispersed and divided,

Significance of the Altack on Ceylon

Then came the Japanese air attack on Ceylon. It seems
likely that, owing to faulty intelligence, the attackers were
surprised at the resistance they met. After losing around
70 planes shot down or damaged (the decks of three carriers
were shot clean), they broke off the attack, and withdrew
their heavy naval units from the Bay of Bengal.

This engagement proved what the B-17"s in Java and the
AVG in Burma had already shown—that the Japanese have
never yet won an air-battle against properly equipped and
properly organized opposition. The AVQG has outscored its
enemies by more than 20 to 1.  American raids on Japan's
bases at Rabaul, Salamaua, and Lae have been almast uni-
formly successful—and virtually without losses for the at-
tackers. At the present time the American naval air arm is
suceessfully contesting Japanese aerial and naval expansion
southward through the Solomons. Faced with this new
Allied strength, the Japanese may well hesitate to launch an
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all-out air offensive against Indin, Australia, or even New
Caledonia.

There remains the possibility that Japan may swing on her
western pivot in Burma and go into China, But this again
might cost Japan more planes than she can afford to spend.
And in Siberia the undetermined strength of potential Russian
resistance presents a threat which the Japanese might very
well hesitate to encounter,

The Factor of Reserves

Our observer econcludes that Japsan has no substantial sir
reserves of her own. Nor is it likely that by any gigantic
pincers movement the German and Japanese air fleets would
be able to join forces in the Middle East. Formidable
physical barriers would doubtless prevent any such long-
distanee replenishment of Japan's reserves.

Turning toward Europe, we find that German handbing of
the problem of reserves has been extremely effective.  When,
for example, Marshal Rommel found himself hard-pressed
by the British in Libya, he obtained an impressive number of
additional planes within about two days. But the German
air force in North Afriea is merely an outpost. The Luftwaffe
as a whole is organized in depth to a distance of roughly
1500 miles from eireurnference to center, and the central air
reserve is well under cover,

Dispositions in Europe

In Russia we can distinguish three main areas of German
air concentration. To the south, in the Crimea, our ohserver
reports inereasing Nagi strength.  Such a concentration, he
adds, does not necessarily presage an offensive toward the
Caucasus. A second ares of strength is in the center, facing
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the considerable Russian air mass in the Moscow region.
Here the immediate purpose of the Nazis is apparently to
attack the Russian railroads and blast the Soviet troops out
of their traing into the mud. To the north, in Finland, the
growing Nazi air concentration threatens the periodic inter-
diction of American supplies to Russia. The lines of com-
munieation from Murmansk—running laterally to the dis-
position of the German air force—are particularly vulnerable
to attack, the lines from Archangel less so.

In general, however, the Germans—favored by interior
lines—have not yet revealed their full strength in Europe.
The day-time fighter sweeps of the British, for example, have
not foreced the Nazis to show their hand., Fundamentally,
our observer concludes, Hitler must regard the building of
American air strength in the British Isles, and not the Russian
land mass before Moscow, as the main threat to his system.
The dispersal of American air strength suits his purposes
well, and he may be expected to encourage it and to keep the
United Nations guessing as long as he can:

»

Norwegian Resistance Grows

With the Quisling regime in conflict with practically all the
clergy, teachers, and lawyers in Norway, current Swedish
newspaper reports picture a spread’of the spirit of revolt in
that country. Many teachers have been arrested, thrown
into concentration camps, subjected to forced labor. On
the whole, opposition has forced the Quisling regime to desist
from its attempts to indoctrinate these groups, and perse-
cutions have served only to unite the people against National
Socialism. National Soecialist agitators declare that the
Norwegian professional classes are attempting to create
chaos to facilitate eventual military invasion by the Allies.

In the last two years about 20 percent of the fishing fleet,
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including the biggest and best boats, has disappeared, taking
refugees to the British Tsles. Quisling has attempted to stop
this exodus with regulations of great severity: recently 18
such refugees were caught and then selected for execution in
reprisal for the assassination of two Gestapo agents.
Meanwhile, the Germans have been rapidly strengthening
their system of communications along the Norwegian coast.
They have completed the coastal highway all the way to
Kirkenes, near Murmansk. Reports from Stockholm indicate
that they have already extended the coastal railway from
Namsos to Mo on the Rana fjord, that they expect to
complete the previously projected stretch to Bodd by the
autumn of 1943, and that they are using Russian prisoners of
war to construet the final link from Bodé through Narvik to
Kirkenes, which will not be finished for at least two years.

A Democratic Viclory in Colombia

Demoeratic forees won a fresh vietory when Alfonso
Lépes was chosen president of Colombia in the elections of
May 3 by a majority of 200,000 votes out of & total of about
1,100,000, His opponent, Carlos Arango Véles, is, like Lépes,
a member of the Liberal Party. But, whereas the former
drew his support from the right wing of that party and from
the Conservative Party (headed by pro-Falangist, pro-Nazi
Laureano Gémez), Lopez found his constituents among the
middle and working classes. He also had the support of
President Eduardo Santos, The election, which was almost
entirely free from violenee, reflected the pro-demoeratic
convictions of the Colombian people, it is said. In foreign
poliey Lépez favors an aggressive “international demoeracy”
and American solidarity against the Axis forees,
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The Navy Takes Jurisdiction of Venezuelan Tankers

To facilitate protection against further submarine depreda-
tions, it is reported that the United States Navy has just
taken jurisdietion of the tanker fleet serving Venesuelan oil
fields. Practically all the erude oil produced in the Mara-
caibo fields is transported by shallow-draught tankers to the
Duteh islands of Curagao and Aruba for refining. Between
February 16 and March 15 of this year Axis submarine ac-
tivities in these waters had reduced the daily average ship-
ments out of Lake Maracaibo and other Venesuelan ports
by a large percentage.

The Navy has now ordered that the tanker fleet operate
at less than 50 pereent of normal. This rate of operation
signifies an annual loss of revenue for Venesuela of nearly
two million dollars, and will also necessitate a substantial
curtailment in the personnel of the cil companies. Both
the Standard and Gulf Oil Companies, however, have
recently agreed to bridge this loss in revenue, which should
be only temporary, by non-interest bearing loans to the
Venezuelan treasury, but they have not yet made provision
for their own unemployed workers,
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AFFENDIX I

THE CHARACTER OF LAVAL'S CABINET

With the final constitution of the Laval ministry, it bna beoome possible Lo make
certain generalisations about its composltlon.  Noteworthy are the amall numbar
of holdovers from the previous regime—only five—and the fact that only four
departments of the government besides thoss directed by Laval himsslf carry full
ministerial rank—an obvious effort to leave & maximum of authority in the hands
of the Chiof of the Government. Furthermore, French ronctionary and fascist
groups are well represented, and the powerful Worma et Cle, banking and indus-
trial trust controlling s large share of the French economy, while less Impartant
numerically than in the previous cabinet, still rotains & consldernbls reprosen tatlon.
Finally the ministry is full of men of relative youth and inexporience—men who
have recently come up through the ranks, and who now for the first time stialn
eahinet rank.

Briel biographical dotails follow:

Lucien Romser: minister of state without portfolio sttached to Marshal Pétain,
Editor of the conservative daily Le Figaro and something of an authority on six-
teenth eentury France, Romier is & man of considerable intellsctusl distinetion,
an intimate friend of Pétain, and probably less collaborationist than the majority
af the eabinet,

Josepk Barthélemy: minister of justioe, A former deputy and coe-timo French
delegate to the League of Nations, Barthélemy in u large Innded proprietor, with
views which may be deseribed an foudal sgrarian. He is & noted jurist, and like
Romier, n friend of Pétain and oot an cutright eollaborationlst.

Pierre Cathals: minister of finance—one of Laval's oldest politizal masocintes,
baving served with him In bis ministry of 1931, and in the Tardien ministeries of
1930 sand 1932

Jocques Lesoy-Ladurie: minister of agriculture and supply—a large conserva-
tive landowner, who wields the preponderant influence in the National Feders-
tion of Agriculture, His brother, Gabriel, ls a guiding figure in the Banque
Waorina.

Abel Bonnard: minister of national cducation—s poet and member of the
Academy, for soma time an ardent sxponent of collaboration,  He has supported
Bonapartist claims to the French throne, and has ridiouled A nglo-Bazon civilization,

Gemeral Eupine Bridous: minister of war, As Pétain's military delegate st
Paris on the commission disoussing armistics probbems with the Germans, Gensral
Bridoux has asslsted Fernand de Brinon, & notorious collaborationdst,

Admiral Poul Auphan: secrotary of state for the navy—one of the youngest
admirals in the savy, s Darlan man, whose politieal oplnions have been varfously
reported aa “'pro-Ally" and definitely “anti-American.’”

General Jean Jennequin: secretary of state for alr—n daring air leader in 1040,
and mubsequently commander of the French air foree in Syris st the time of
the British and Free French sttack,

Hubert Lagardelle: secretary of state for labor—a personal friend of Mussolini,
who helped draft Pétain’s labor chartar,
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Jean Bichelonme: secretary of state for industrisl production—a mining angi-
neer with connections In the French stesl industry and the Duteh coal Industry,
He is & collaborationist and & great admirer of German eficiency,

Robert (ibrat: secretary of state for communieations—a young man, previonsly
direcior of the electricity and communications secretarist.

Muoz Bemnafous: secretary of state for agriculture snd supplies, Gradunte of
the Ecalé Normale Bupérieure, a socinlist and editor of the works of Jaures,
Bonnafous has been prefect of Bouches-du-Rhéne and (s sald to admire sutarchy
and suthoritarian government,

J1eles Brevie: pecretary of state for eolonies—formerly resident-general in Tndo-
china, and an expert on French West African problems. He has instructed al]
French ealonial governors to organize o stesdfast defense of the empire,

D, Raymond Gravel: pecrotary of state for family and health—departmental
leader for Pétain's National Veterans Leglon acd s long-time neighbor of Laval,

Paul Marion: secretary of state for information—an amateur eseonomist who
has boon asscolated with & number of the new politieal parties o Franece,
notshly Doriot's fascist Parti Populnire Frangaia,

The following are secretaries of state attached to Laval:

Count Fernand de Brinen: The scion of & wealthy family with an entres into high
Gierman elreles, de Brinon was effective bead of the Comité France-Allemagne, the
moet active of the pro-German groups of the pre-war period. The suthar of
seversl articles for official Nazi organs expresaing admiration for the policies of
Hitler, he was one of the principal engineers of the Franco-Cerman trade agresment
signod after Munich, and in the spring of 1930 served as Bornet's personal agent 1o
Goering.  Bince the full of France he has been Pétain's ambassadar to the (Giermana
0t'Paria, at which post he now remains,

Admiral Rend Flaton: A follower of Darlan, under whom he served as under-
seerelary for the eolonies,

Jacques Bemoist-Michin: An outstanding pro-German and the suthor of the
leading French book on the Reichawehr, Benoist-Méchin was confined Lo s prisan
camp by the French government for s times during the present war, On the fall of
France, Abets, German ropresentative in Paris, obtained his releass, An ardent
collaborationiat, he became seervtary of stats under Pétain, serving as intermediary
botween Viehy and the Germans in Parls. 1t was ha whe fmt conceived tho idea
af traneferring to the Tavalides the ashes of Napolean's son.,

Jecques Gudrard: sccrolary-genoral attached to Laval—formerly confidentinl
secrotary to Paul Baudouin, well known dedeatist of the Armistice pesiod, during
the latier's tenure of the ministry of foreign affairs,

foberl Bousquel: necrotary-genersl of police—a young man, previously prefect
of the Dopartment of the Marns, in occupled France.

Georges Hilaire: wecrotary-goneral of adminlsiration in the ministry of ibe
il;lm:qr—-uuum Foung man, also o prefect in oocupled Franes (Department of

8 Aubel,

Joeques Bormawd: delegate-genersl far Franoo-German economio relations—
un I-Eh- giturd man, formerly one of the esonomie advisers to the Blum govern-
men My Intesested In Cathaolis theol be apparently belleves it possible
%o establish & Catholic totalitarian Europs. " He i & partocy aad reading Agure
in the Banque Warma,

Joseph Poscoud: general commissloner for sports. No Information availsble,
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APPENDIX 11

THE ZONES OF OCCUPIED FRANCE

Binon the Armistice the partion of metropalitan France occupled by the Germans
has been divided into st least seven different zones, each with spocial regulstions
of ita own controlling the movement of Frenchmen and forelgners, At pressat,
however, there appear to be anly thres sones which have any political or military
Importance: the forbidden sone oo the north and east, the cosstal zone, and the
maritime sone (see socompanying map,

The cosstal zone includes the Atlantic and Channel posst of France from the
Spanish frontier to the forbidden sone In the northeast. Over moat of jta length
it s m sirip of territory about nineteen miles (thirty kilometers) wide, but the
boundary line euts much farther inland bekind the larger peninsulas, This gone
Is obviously & region of possible combat, and the German military authorities alm
to control all movement and realdence there. Blnee Oetober 20, 141, entrance
into the zone has been forbidden to all persons except those whoss prinelpal
reaidoncs s there, and even reaidents most have permits from the commander of
the local military distriet in order to enter or remain in the sone. Mo nNEWEHIETE
arg allowed to establish resldencs there,

The forhidden sone includes the departments along the northeastern frontier
cantiguous with Belgium, Germany, and Bwitserland, and parta of the seeond row
of departments farther from the border. The return of refugees to this sons in
absolutely forbidden, except to the Departments of the Moselle, Bas-Rhin, and
Haut-Fhin, which composs Alanoe-Lorralne and have boen annexed outright to
Cormany. All traffic betwoon this sone and the rest of France is closely restricted.
The forbidden sone ls served by important rallroads leading from the coast to
Germany, and it includes some of the most highly developed industrin] disteiets
of the eguntry and has the principsl French depoaits of Iron ore, coal, and patash,
which, with the sole exception of bauxits, are France's only important mineral
TEBOL e,

The Cermans originally explained their special control over thia region an
oecesaitatod by heavy war damage, the difficulty of provisicnlng the ares, the
danger of British air-raids, and strategic considerntions. There ls evidence now,
bewever, which indicates that they Intend to anoex this sone, or at least o large
part of it, to Germany. French control has been almost obliterated by barring
entrance into the sons to officlals appolnted to posts there by the French Govern-
ment. The refusal to allow former residents who left the reglon during hos-
tilities to return to their homes, and the intensive recruiting of Freneh laborers
for work in Germany suggests an attempt to depapalate the asen of Freachmen,
A German sgriculturs! and colonizsing socioty haa taken over the eultivation of
Innd ownod by refugees and Is apparently preparing eventuslly to settls Germans
on that land, After the Armistice thers appesred in Germany several books and
articles in Naticoal Bocialist publications seeking to justify the extension of the
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German frontier westward to inelude much of esstern France, which, it was
maintained, is geographically and eulturally part of Germany.,

The maritime sons is & continustion of the comatal zone into the forbidden
gone, It in an especially rostrioted combat ares, but the particular regulations
applying there are not known.

In unoecupied Franes the only gone to be distinguished s that composed of
the few narrow strips of territory along the Franco-ltalian frontier which are
oeeupied by the Ttalisns, and which were held by thelr troops at the Lime the
Armistice went into effeet.
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May 7-14, 1942 SECRET

Coordinator of Information

THE WAR THIS WEEK

American sea and air forees lashed out at the Japanese this
week in the northern reaches of the Coral Ses to win a vietory
in which they sank or damaged 21 naval vessels. Although
Japanese naval units finally retired from the scene of the
battle, the enemy has apparently continued the occupation
of the Solomon Islands. Moreover, the availability of naval
reinforcements makes it perfectly possible that the Japanese
will shortly attempt to renew their forward movement in this
area, possible prelude to an assault on Australia,

In Burma continuing Japanese successes carried them
northward to Bhamo and Myitkyina and effectively closed
the last of the practicable alternative land routes from
India to China. At the same time they drove up the Burma
road into China and struck northwestward toward India,
bombing Imphal and Chittagong. This simultaneous inter-
est in three primary sectors of the war—Australia, China, and
Indin—Ileft some confusion in the minds of observers as to
where the Japanese would strike the next serious blow,

In the west the Germans launched an offensive action in
the Crimes and claim to be moving rapidly on Kerch.
Despite the impressive nature of this thrust, observers were
inelined to believe it was still part of the process of “cleaning
up" preliminary to the main offensive, rather than actually
a part of that more ambitions drive. A recapitulation of
this process during the past few weeks reveals that the Nazis
have pretty well eliminated existing Russian salients and
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now find themselves less than a hundred miles from Moscow.
A current situation map prepared for this issue focusses
attention on the somewhat limited accomplishments of the
Russian winter offensive, and suggests the extent to which
even reliable organs of the American press have distorted
this picture,

Meanwhile, the declining intensity of the attacks on Malta
may mean that the Germans are husbanding air strength for
the offenzive in Russia and that during the period of that
drive the control of the sea lanes to Tripoli will be of less
importance to them. At the same time, as the ice goes out of
the White Sea and an increasingly larger flow of lend-lease
supplies can be directed to the port of Archangel, the Nazis
have intensified their attacks on the Aretic sea route.

The Battle of the Coral Sea

In the Battle of the Coral Sea the Japanese suffered a
serious mhval setback, sustaining heavy losses while the
American forces appear to have won the battle at relatively
light cost. The two Japanese aircraft carriers put out of
action—one sunk and another probably a total loss—may
have been among Japan’'s newest and largest, carrying up-
wards of 60 planes, although there is as yet no official word on
this. In addition, the loss of two heavy eruisers—one sunk
and one damaged—is a serious blow. As for light cruisers,
the recent action apparently leaves the Japanese with only
seven which are afloat, and a number of these—ineluding one
in the Coral Sea—probably have been put out of action
temporarily,

The Mission of the Japanese Task Force

The action in the Coral Sea was precipitated when a naval
task force was sighted on May 4 moving toward Tulagi
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Harbor in the Solomon Islands. This may have been an
operation aimed ultimately at the invasion of Australia
itself, but the immediate purpose appears to have been the
establishment of a secure base on the Japanese east flank,
designed to protect an attack on Port Moreshy. The
occupation of this port on the Papuan coast of New Guinea
would protect the rear of any attempted invasion of north-
eastern Australia.  Moreover, it would eliminate an advaneed
Allied air base which is close enough to Japanese bases in
Northeast New Guinea to supply fighter support for bombers,

The Action and the Resulis

While light Japanese forces were concentrated in Tulagi
Harbor, the initial Allied air attack was made, resulting in the
sinking of a light cruiser, two destroyers, four gunboats, and
a supply ship, and damage to other ships. On May 5 and 6
aerial reconnaissance in the Coral Sea located two aircraft
carriers, seven eruisers, 17 destroyers, 16 unidentified war-
ships, two submarines, one submarine tender, and 21 transport
or supply ships.

On May 8 American units made contact with this Japanese
force near the small Louisiade Islands, southeast of New
Guinea. In the resulting engagement the American forces
sank or damaged both carriers and four of the seven cruisers.
On Monday, May 11, it was announced that two Japanese
submarines had been sunk in the Coral Sea area, raising the
total of Japanese ships sunk or damaged in this action to 21.

Meanwhile the Japanese probably have succeeded in
setting down light oceupation forces on Tulagi, Gavutu and
Makambo Islands in the Solomon group, although this has
not been confirmed. Control of these islands, which com-
mand Tulagi and Gavutu Harbors in the southeastern
Solomons, would allow the Japanese virtually to dominate
these islands, Harbors at the opposite end of the chain
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have been under Japanese control for several weeks, News-
paper dispatches report that seaplane tenders have landed
some stores and equipment also in the Louisiade Archipelago.

Since the Japanese appear to have stepped up air opera-
tions against both Port Moresby and Horn Island, off north-
eastern Australia, further naval action at an early date is
perfectly possible. The Japanese can always move naval
units rapidly southward to the New Britain region from
the Truk area in the Carolines, where reports indicate that
they have assembled notable naval strength.

Imbroglio in New Caledonia

Conecomitant with these serious Japanese threats in the
Coral Seu area, political difficulties have arisen to plague the
Free French rulers of New Caledonia, and the High Com-
missioner there has been suspected even of playing deliber-
ately into the enemy’s hands. The trouble arose apparently
as 4 result of popular distrust of D' Argenlieu, the High Com-
missioner. Governor Sautot had been recalled to Free French
headquarters in London in what General de Gaulle later
termed a purely routine administrative move, but he refused
to leave, apparently at popular behest. He was then arrested
by the High Commissioner, along with four prominent mein-
bers of his administrative council. The upshot was a general
strike of all workers, and some mob violence.

Somewhat enigmatically, the High Commissioner himself
has now been arrested and will soon leave the island, aeccord-
ing to a reliable report, but the status of Governor Sautot
remains in doubt.  With American troops now bolstering the
defenses of New Caledonia, which occupies a position of great
current strategic importance, the situation is one of unusual
delicacy,
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The Japanese Advance in Burma

In northern Burma the Japanese drive has swept on to
envelop strategic Bhamo and Myitkyina, thus cutting the
last of the practicable alternative land routes from India to
Yunnan and leaving only air transport as a means of travel
and supply. In the northwest the Japanese continue to push
the British back on Kalewa along the route to India. On
the Burma road, however, the Chinese caught an over-
extended Japanese mechanized column whieh had advanced
as far as Chefang, some 25 miles inside China. Subjecting
the column to annihilating artillery fire, the Chinese forced
the Japanese to withdraw, lifting the immediate threat to
Paoshan, important station on the India-Burma air route,
Press reports indicate, however, that the Japanese have
already recovered, and with reinforcements they now seem
to be moving forward onee more in Yunnan,

Meanwhile Chinese units, previously isolated at Taunggyi
and virtually given up for lost, have fought their way north
and eaptured Maymyo. Using tactics reminiscent of the
fighting in China, they threatened the Japanese rear as the
latter were drawn into the artillery trap at Chefang. Itis
reported that the Japanese, now reinforced, are attempting to
retake Maymyo,

Reaction in Chungking

Although the Generalissimo has lost some prestige as a
result of the collapse in Burma, and some defeatism has
appeared in Chungking, no faction is strong enough to oust
Chiang, and it is generally believed that he will continue
the fight against Japan, according to a very reliable and
highly placed source. The Chinese still do not believe that
the Japanese ean conduct a major invasion of Yunnan at this
time, in view of the weather and terrain, and there is no
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indication of a major Japanese move from Indochina, our
source concludes,

Chiang is reported to have told his Army Counecil that he
blamed the Burmese debacle in part on lack of cooperation
from British military leaders. But the Generalissimo in-
sisted that Japan has now reached the high-water mark of her
effort and cannot maintain her present drive much longer.
The coming months will be hard he added, but China
will come through., Meanwhile, if Russo-Japanese hos-
tilities break out, he expects a renewal of fighting on the
Hunan or Chekiang sectors,

Indian Defense Again

With the Japanese in control of Burma and with the
bombing of Chittagong and “a small country town in Eastern
Assam" (identified by the Japanese as Imphal), the defense
of India has become something more than an academic
question. General Wavell has already announced the re-
organization of the Army into three mobile commands, and
General Brereton has suggested that American air forces
will play a significant part in the defense of the peninsula.

Apparently the British and American commanders are
experiencing few hindrances arising from the Congress
party's objections to foreign control of Indian defense. One
well placed British observer recently returned from India
suggests that the defense of the peninsula is primarily a pro-
fessional matter and that the failure of the Cripps' mission
has actually made little difference. If the Congress had
accepted Cripps’ proposals, it would have helped chiefly in
securing better air-raid precautions throughout India, and
perhaps in limiting the number of strikes in industrial plants,
and in stiffening public morale,
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Stressing the friendly note on which the conferences be-
tween Cripps and the Congress leaders closed, our ohserver
suggests that back of all the issues on which the negotiations
broke down was the solid fact that Britain was already com-
mitted to India's defense. The Indian leaders knew that if
Britain should win, her offer would in effect still be open, On
the other hand, if Japan should win, the Indians could explain
that they had not cooperated with the British. What was
really at stake in the negotiations over the defense issue was,
then, the implieit issue of whether or not India should be given
& position in which she could, if she so desired, make a sepa-
rate peace,

Our obzerver concludes that when the opportunity arises,
some Indian leaders—besides those like Rajagopalachariar
already pledged to cooperation in the war effort—may take
a stand for armed defense. Nehru certainly has no illusions
about the effectiveness of non-violent non-cooperation as a
weapon against Japan, and he is definitely anti-JTapanese,
Moreover, Gandhi's lieutenant, Ghose, has actually advocated
eooperation with the British, Communist elements, many of
whose leaders are still in jail, favor vigorous prosecution of the
war. And many younger men, sons of wealthy parents and
university graduates, show strong sympathy toward Russia.

For the present, at least, apathy rather than enthusiasm
or hostility to the British seems to characterize the Indian
defense effort. Latest reports on India’s morale indicate gen-
eral pessimism, among both official and native groups. Nor
is there any apparent readiness to adopt a scorched-earth
poliey in the event of a Japanese invasion,

Attack in the Crimea

While it is as yet too early to draw conclusions about the
current Nazi attack in the Kerch peninsula, it is probable
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that this movement, far from being the long-awaited “spring
offensive,” is simply a continuation of local efforts to
straighten the German lines in preparation for a eoncerted
attack later on (The War This Week, April 30-May 7, p. 15).
Here, and in the parallel attacks in the Donets area, the
Nazi ground troops have apparently had the aid of strong
air concentrations. Acecording to a Soviet press source, they
have even used gas.

The aecompanying map suggests the success of German
local attacks during the past few weeks. Although the lines
and shaded areas are based simply on competent estimates
rather than on specifie reports, they do indicate that the Nazi
attacks have already gone far to wipe out the more advanced
Soviet salients established last winter. To the north, the
Germans have apparently drawn their lines tighter around
Leningrad, and may even have relieved the beleaguered 16th
Army at Staraya Russa. In the center, the Soviet pincers
north and south of Smolensk have largely disappeared, and
the Nazis still stand less than 100 miles from Moscow. To
the south, the Germans have apparently succeeded in reliev-
ing the almost-encireled city of Kharkov (where the Rus-
sians elaim to have launched an offensive of their own), and
their line remains anchored at Taganrog on the shores of the
Sea of Azov,

In sum, then, the significant net gains of the Russians after
a winter of ostensibly unremitting counter-offensives, are
first, the reconquest of Rostov and large areas of the Crimea
and the Eastern Ukraine; second, the relief of Moscow,
including the capture of Mozhaisk; and third, a large scale
infiltration in the Valdai Hills area, apparently lightly held
by secattered German units,

The distribution of Nazi strength on the map is likewizse an
estimate. Some of the figures may already be out of date.
For instance, LI}nru may be by now a greater concentration on
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the southern front than the map shows (most of the “allied”
units are apparently operating in this aresn; German com-
muniqués point out that Rumanian troops are participating
in the attack on the Kerch peninsula). Nevertheless, it is
probable that the Nazis, even if they do decide to throw
their main weight into a southern offensive, cannot leave
merely a small holding force against Moscow, The length
of the Russian front is so great, and the Soviet army so large,
that a stripping of one sector to permit the concentration of
overwhelming force in another area—as envisaged in the
original Von Schlieffen plan for attacking France—would
here appear to be out of the question,

Ordeal in Leningrad

In the Leningrad sector, it is the Russians who will probably
suffer most from the spring thaw, Here a series of Soviet
attacks have apparently failed to relieve the city. And soon
the ice will be out of Lake Ladoga—thus eliminating Lenin-
grad’s chief supply line, the railroad laid this winter across
the lake itzelf.

A report from Kuibyshev suggests that before the comple-
tion of this line, the food shortage in Leningrad had reached
eritical proportions.  And even after the new link went into
service, while workers had enough to eat, babies and non-
essential people in general starved in large numbers. A
report from Helsinki, ostensibly based on the testimony of
deserters and prizoners-of-war, adds further details: evacua-
tion and death have lowered the population of Leningrad
from about 3.2 million to an estimated 2.5 million this spring,

Of approximately 150 large factories in the city, the report
continues, the Russians have transferred from a third to a
half inland, many to the Ural area. Those remaining have
endeavored to maintain their output by lengthening the
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working day to even as much as 18 hours. But bombard-
ment and a shortage of raw materials, electricity and fuel,
coupled with the poor physieal condition of the workers, have
greatly reduced produection,

A lack of adequate bomb shelters, the report conecludes,
has been responsible for many civilian casualties. Neverthe-
less, a service of 70 airplanes has maintained the city's hos-
pitals. Now, with the ice going out of Lake Ladoga, Lenin-
grad is girding itself for the coming summer ordeal, although
apparently the Russians are confident that they ean continue
to supply the city by establishing a boat service across the
lake.

Will the Germans Use Gas?

Prime Minister Churchill's speech, with its clear warning
to the Germans about the use of chemical warfare, corrobo-
rates suspicions expressed by several neutral sources. The
Turkish ambassador to Berlin, for example, is evidently of
the opinion that Hitler will not scruple to employ gas—and
bacteria also—on the Russian front. But the German army
leaders are hesitant and would consent to the use of these
methods only as a last resort,

Other observers believe that the recent Nazi propaganda
line—including Hitler's reference to British use of “new
means” of warfare—indicates a readiness to employ gas, In
Russia, they point out, weather and terrain are favorable,
and the Germany army and chemical industry are well
prepared; the latter has been working at high pressure in
anticipation of the coming summer.

It may be that Nazi preparations for using gas are respon-
sible in part for the current delay in launching an eastern
offensive. A more plausible reason for that delay, however,
is the spring flooding of the rivers in Central and Southern
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Russia. One report maintains that the Don, in one area
where it is normally a mile across, now forms a lake 30 miles
wide.

Spring Comes to the Arctic Ocean

The battle for the supply routes to Russia continues with
redoubled intensity, In a recent engagement, the Germans
had one destroyer sunk, and another damaged, while the
British lost the light eruiser Edinburgh and five supply ships
from two convoys—of which, according to Allied reports, 90
percent of the supplies reached Russia in safety, Such losses
suggest that both sides regard the northern supply route as a
most ecritical theater, in which they are willing to suffer
inordinately heavy damage.

The months of early summer are the least unfavorable of the
year for naval or air getion, according to a study recently
prepared in the Geographie Division of the Coordinator's
Office.  While weather conditions are relatively adverse all
year round, both for convoys and for their attackers, in winter
northerly gales and long hours of darkness make naval Opera-
tions unusually difficult and air activity often impossible,
In summer, the dense fogs characteristic of the season would
apparently favor the escape of Allied convoys from air
reconnaissance. On the other hand, the long hours of day-
light would be of considerable aid to attacking planes.

The Opening of Archangel

About the middle of this month, the White Sea port of
Archangel will be substantially free of ice. A study prepared
in the East-European Section of the Coordinator’s Office
suggests some of the implications of the opening of Archangel
as & terminus for American and British convoys.
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Sinee late December, convoys bound for Russia have used
the port of Murmansk, open all through the winter with the
oceasional assistance of an icebreaker. Besides its freedom
from ice, Murmansk has at least two advantages over
Archangel: first, it is nearer to Britain and the United
States; second, its port facilities may be adapted to more
varied shipments, sinee in the vears before the outbreak of
war, Archangel was important chiefly as an export point for
lumber,

On the other hand, Murmansk is far more exposed to enemy
attack. Already the Finns have cut the Murmansk-Lenin-
grad railroad south of Boroka., Shipments this winter have
had to go over the new railroad from Soroka along the
southern shore of the White Sea to Obozerskaya, the junction
with the railway from Archangel south to Vologda and
Moscow. Furthermore, the capacity of Murmansk is eon-
siderably smaller than that of Archangel—about 90,000 to
120,000 tons per month for the former, and possibly 200,000
tons for the latter.

In short, it seems likely that from now on, the Soviets will
use both ports, Despite German bombing of the railway
south from Murmansk, its capacity is probably still adequate
to keep the port clear—that is, barring further damage from
the air. Even in that event, the Russians are used to making
rapid repairs on this railroad, having at least once rebuilt a
ruined bridge in as little as a day and a half,

The railroad south from Archangel, coupled with the river
facilities of the Northern Dvina, ean probably keep clear the
port of Archangel and the neighboring ports of Bakaritsa and
Ekonomiia, Furthermore, south of the junction with the
Murmansk railway system at Obozerskaya, the Russians have
very nearly completed the double-tracking of the line, making
a bottleneck at this point unlikely. In fact, the chief limiting
factor in the whole Russian supply problem may be not so
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much the capacity of the Soviet ports and railways, as the
amount of shipping which Britain and the United States
make available for this route,

The Inlentions of the Finns

A further argument in favor of the continuing use of Mur-
mansk is the comparative quiescence of the Finnish army.
A report from Helsinki suggests that the Germans, fearing a
Finnish collapse, will not ask the Finns to take Soroka this
summer, (Onece in possession of Soroka, the Finns would
control the railroad connecting Soroka with the Archangel-
Vologda-Moseow line, thus making Murmansk useless asa port
of entry.) The Naais feel, according to the report, that if they
are victorious over the main Soviet army, the Russian forces
in the north will be obliged to withdraw of their own accord,

Meantime, in the Kiestinki sectar, the spring thaw is ap-
parently working considerable hardship on the Finnish and
German troops.  Adequately supplied with food and ammu-
nition, they are, however, unable to evacuate their wounded
over the soggy roads to their rear, and must rely on airplanes
to bring in medieal supplies. The Russians, on the other
hand, have adequate all-weather roads in this area, the repart
concludes.
French Reactions to the Descent on Madagascar

The British descent on Madagascar appears to have
provoked two rather different reactions in metropolitan
France. The official attitude of Laval's government was
hostile, and both Pétain and Darlan sent messages of
encouragement to the resisting French troops,  On the other
hand, reports suggest that the popular reaction in France
was one of understanding tinged with a feeling that the act
was inevitable,

The De Gaullists are a case apart. The relatively calm
attitude of the French publie fully justified the exclusion of
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the Free French from the attack, it is felt in British EOVErn.
ment eircles. But in the De Gaullist camp, reports picture
grest disappointment and distinet resentment, a sentiment
not mollified by current negotiations at Martinique, In any
event, observers are contrasting the notably different French
popular reaction in the case of Madagascar and in that of the
earlier joint British-Free French invasion of Syria. A more
recent British announcement that the Free French are to
assist in the administration of Madagasear may allay to
some extent initial De Gaullist resentment.

Laval's Difficulties

The Germans are already contriving difficulties for Laval
and are now once again tacitly supporting renewed Italian
claims to the cession of Nice and Corsies, according to reports
which lend some eolor to the continuing rumors that one of
the Parisian collaborationists may presently replace the new
Vichy premier. )

Meanwhile it issaid that the Germans are offering Laval the
repatriation of a sizeable number of French prisoners for the
return of General Giraud, who is still at Vichy and not, as
some newspapers have reported, in the hands of the Germans
or the Swiss, The Nazis appear to be considerably disturbed
about the plans of the General, who is reported to be as anti-
German as ever and as being “happy to work with the United
States."

In North Africa recent reports picture certain high French
officials as still hopeful that Pétain may hold out against
Axis pressure and that North Africa may vet reénter the war
on the Allied side (with the help of the United States), what-
ever may happen in metropolitan France. To accomplish
this end, however, continued American economic assistance is
essential, these officials insist. The seriousness of North
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Africa’s economic plight is reflected in a recent statement by
General Nogues that the Morocean government is seeking an
exchange with metropolitan Franee of food produets for cer-
tain commodities needed in Moroeean industry. The Gen-
eral emphasized the importance of haste and declared that
“minutes are precious,”

Respite for Malta

In one 72-hour period this week the defenders of Malta
shot down 101 attacking planes, according to Allied press
reports.  Coupled with a continuing let-up in air raids over
the island, perhaps indicating a shift of Axis strength to the
Esstern Front, the current suceess of Malta's defenders may
presage a respite for the coming months. That such a
respite would be more than welcome to the island was ap-
parent in an offieial British announcement that three-
quarters of the buildings in Valetta are now uninhabitable.

Yet if the Axis is to continue the neutralization of Malta,
steady bombing attacks will still be necessary. Of course if
the Nazis had decided to attempt the capture of the island,
they might have ended this drain on their resources once for
all. Now, with the sinking of three British destroyers by
German bombing, it is apparent that the Axis still has a
powerful air fleet in the Mediterranean, and that Malta may
be enjoying only a temporary respite after all.
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AFPENDIX I

THE CONSEQUENCES OF MALNUTRITION

A case study of the effects of inadequate diet, strictly enforeed by effective
rationing, has just been recelved from Belglum, and [t will hardly eneourage those
wha look forward to the day when the United ¥ ations might sount upon assistanes
through internal revalt of peaples under Nasi control, Rather this study suggests
that the rationing of congquered Europe might serve the German effort to malntain
order more effectively in the long run than will Nasi firing squads, Moreover, it
i particularly among the urban middle and lower clnsses that the spisit of revolt
is likely to become progressively weaker, as food eonditlons demand that more and
mare commodities beeome subject to rationing.

Today thers ls 0o eountry in which all consumption is rationed.  Rationing is
generally introduced for speellle commodities ne ahortages dovelop, The per-
contage of total ealorien provided by rations varies from virtually none in Portugal
to some ¥ peroent in Germany, Henee, legal rations can nowhers be used a8 the
sole measure of consumption.

Nor docs the existence of & mtioning system mean that the system works,
Certain groups may fare better than othors—notably the rural prodacers who ean
withhold their produet, and the well-to-do who ean purchass in the black market.
This frequently means that adequste quantities are not available for the urban
consimer in the lower income brackets, Indoed, many such peopls receive sven
less than the rationed amounts of particular foods,

From the beginning of the war, there has been & gradual extension of the num-

% ber of countries with some degres of rationing. Maore important s ths sver.
lengthening list of sommodities to which control is applied, There is reason to
believe that for most countries the extent of control will become more sevars, and
the opportunities to obtain free supplementary foods will become more and mors
limited, Rations will therefore comprise progressively larger poreantages of the
total consumption of eitlsens in any country,

Ralginn rations are on n scale similar to those in foree elsewhere in Europe.
It is ot likely, moreover, that the nutrient values supplied by these ratlons will
be markedly incressed in the futare. Hence it is worthwhile to examine the
effects—physical and mental—of consumption st the level preseribed. The
particular observations reported are from s Helginn prison, where for many
months the inmstes are known to have been fed nothing more than the legal
ratipns.  Huch & stark view of rationing enforeed in it complote rigor suggests
some of the results which prolongstion of the war may bring for an ever-widening
element of the populstion of Europe,

The legal Belginn rations provided the prisooers with diots of 1,500-1,850
calories, less than thres-quarters the number of calories needed to sustain life
when no physical activity is updertaken, The diet was unbalanced: [t was
markediy deficlent In protein. mineral snlts, and vitamins,

The first effect was hunger, so severs that the prisoners frequently became
dizzy, subject to fainting spells, and temporarily biinded, The sensation af
hunger waa so scute that sleep was often impossible. In many eases these
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effects were ntenslfiod by an inability to eat evon the meager food allotments
becanse of inordinate swelling of the submazillary glands, and of the tongue,
gums, and indeed the whole mouth. In such eiroumstanoss, sdynamls ls almost
always present: the feet drag; climbing stairs in most painful; all processes which
nocessitnts keoping the arms extended even for brief pericds are performed with
difigulty. Boon the pervous eystem I8 affected, so that motor control becomes
yet more diffieult. There is & numbness of the limbe which hinders all activity,

Urinary troubles arise and marked disorders in the alimentary canal develop,
There are severs chsed of constipation, and even more sommaonly diarrhon sets in
and will not respond to treatment. This soon brings increased weakness and the
loss of weight.

Indead, loss of welght i general and progressive, from about one month after
the ratloned diet is instituted. The organism exhausts ita store af fats; then the
musculnr tissuen deterforate.  All bones besome more prominent. Losses of 5
and more pounds during one year am common; and there are cases of weight
reduction to the extent of 50 peroent,

Actually, this weight loss is concealed to some degree by “Tamine cedema’,
which oscurred among some 90 peroont of the inmates receiving no food other
than ratlons. This is & condition in which lguid whieh eannot be eliminated
sccumulates in the body, Though it ls uszally localized in the lower limbs, it
sometimes spreads and thus hinders breathing acd circulation (the cedemsa
disappears quickly i sufficient quantities of Vitsmin By are administered),

Deapite the suffering accompanying these dietary deficiencies, death by starva-
tion sppeared to bo painless. Without additional symptoms, many of the
prisoners passed away during slesp.

Cases of such maloutrition are undoubtedly to be found throufhout Europe
today. There are ns yet, however, few areas where the bulk of the inhabitants
must live on such curtailed dietariss. From all the ovidence, it appears that such
conditions prevall most nearly in Greeon.  Hecent sccounts (coming from Ankara)
reveal n situstion in many Greek cities not very different from that described
above. Thess accounts tell the same story of weaknoss, aleepleasness, weight loss
and oedemie condltions, alimentary and urinary disorders—and peaseful death,

Published reporta of a survey among tormal consumers in Belgium, from
Baptember 1840 to April 1941, sgain show eonditions differing only in degree from
thoss of the priscners living solely on legal rationa.  Other studies give similar
evidenes of the results of malnutrition brought about by the First World War,
according to an anlysis now In progress io the Bureau of Home Economies of the
United Biates Department of Agrieulture,

All these studies put conaiderable stress upon other than the physioal effects of
malnutrition, Investigators of the early "twenties pointed cut that there wan a
camplete Inck of mental aggressivencas among the hungry. During the present
war, & state of apathy in regularly reported ns characterizing the inhabitants of
Greoee.  In the Belgian prison, the Inmates were subject to states of scute deprea-
nion: listlesaness, lassitude, and Inck of intereat in life itself woro common.  The
evidence cloarly indicates that persons suffering from malnutrition are not des-
perste men readily moved to rash astivity, Hather, they are apathetic and indif-
ferent peopls who sccept thelr lot without marked protest, Buch men can
searcely be relled upon to assist the United Nations by fomenting internal revolt.
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APPENDIX 11

JAPAN'S ECONOMIC GAINS IN THE PHILIPPINES

The economie resourees which the Japanese have gained in the Philippines,
while not vital to her war economy, are nevertheless of considerabls airatogio
importance.  In the case of iron, chroms, and manganess ores—commodities
which Japan needs—the comparatively short baul from the Philippines will
doubtless influence the Japanese to exploit thess resources immodiately. Although
information on the demolition secomplished in the ialands is by no mesns complete,
it is not believed that “scorched earth” tactics have been very sucoesful,

The Philippines ofer Japan considerabls rescurces in iron ore, which in the
past han boen one of her most critleal needs,  Annual production, averaging 60
percent lron content, has run about 1,250,000 tons in the lands, Some of the
iron mines were reported to have boon floosded and at jeast ons was dynamited.
But in the open pit mines of Mindanss, the sres of greatest production, destrae-
tion s not practicable. A very large unexploited reserve will allow for consider.
able expacsion in mining. The fact that the Philippine mines are nearer than
thosn in Malays, and that the Fhilippine ore s of high quality, may lead to inten-
sifled exploitation of thess rescuroes,

Philippine chrome s beliaved ta be sufficient to fll the Eap in Japaness reqguire
ments,  Approximstely 150,000 tons of medium grnde ore (40 to 48 percomt)
were mined there annually prior to the Japaness cosupation. The known reserves
in Zambeles Provines, on Luson, are estimated at mors than 10,000,000 tops, and
they are easily socoasible. In this ares there was some destruction: at Santa
Crus, trucks were removed and the loading pler burned -and st Masinloe the pier
wan demolished and all equipment was removed,

With respeet to manganess, an annual Philigpioe production of 60,000 tons of
ore considerably improves Japan's position. The average content is 50 pereent,
Again the supply in nearer than that in Maluys. The largest and best depeaits
are on Busuanga, & small lsland shout midway between Palawan and Mindaro,
Bmaller quantities of high-grade ore also are located on the island of Masbate.
No informstion is available on demalition,

Japanese dependence on stockpiles to meet current requirements for copper
will be to some extent relioved by requisition of the small Philippine output—
about §,000 tons of metal annually, Japagn will alss gain & monopely control of
hemp, more than 50,000 tans of which were ready for movement when the attack
began last Decomber, It is not known how mueh of this was destroyed, but in any
casn an annual production of 200,000 tons will become available Lo her.

dapan ls nearly self-sufficient i sugar, but sbout 300,000 tons were milled,
bngged, nnd awaiting shipment when the Japanese arrived, and annual production
is about 1,000,000 tors, The Philippines’ 280,000 tons of moluses per year will
be useful to Japan for aloohal distillation, s » supplement for fodder, snd also as
& source for potash, Timber resources will sugment the Japaness supply of this
impartant produst, and her requirements of copra and eoconut ofl will be assured.

Bome reports indicate that trucks and prasaniger cars abtained in the Philippines
nlready are being shipped to Japan for serap. In the Paracals mining area in
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Sauthern Lugon the Japanese are said to have found 1,000 tons of drill steel, 500
tons of atructural stesl, and 1,000 tons of mangansss balls ready to ship. And
although & conelderable amount of petroleum was sot afire or used in military
operationn, there were on hand in the Philippines at the end of November 1941
about 1,100,000 barrels of stocks, A complete estimate of the amount of this
which fell into Japanese hands is not yet available,
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May 14-21, 1042 SECRET

Coordinator of Information

THE WAR THIS WEEK

In Burma—as in Malaya—the Japanese have loosed an
offensive of unexpected power, They have rapidly driven
the British to the borders of India, where the threat would
be even more serious but for the imminence of the monsoon.
They have moved northward to oceupy Fort Hertz and elose
the last of the alternative land supply routes to China.
Finally, they have invaded the western reaches of Chinese
Yunnan, and cautious military observers are speculating on
the possibilities of a widening Japanese offensive in this ares,
perhaps even cobrdinated with a renewed drive in Central
China and aiming at final liquidation of the “China incident."”

In the west the situation—both political and military—is
in a state of flux. The oceupation of Crimean Kerch gives
the Germans a position of some strategic importance if they
plan a subsequent drive on the Caucasus. But farther north
in the Kharkov sector, neither Russian nor German claims
give any precise clues as to the nature and timing of the
anticipated Nazi offensive. At Viehy Laval is treading a
cautious course, and his failure to espouse a more openly
collaborationist policy is now said to be irritating his German
masters. And in the Mediterranean outward evidence con-
tinues to suggest a lightening of Axis pressure, but an area
where air power is of such primary importance is also one
where the element of surprise must enter all caleulations.
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Burmese Offensive.

With the conquest of Burma substantially complete, the
Japanese have already invaded China on the east and have
thrust toward India on the west. Mthuu;h these drw:aa have
been momentarily halted by the baln_'lerﬂ of the Ealwi?en
River and the Arakan Mountains, military o‘tt:-auen:era point
out that the Japanese air and troop concentrations in 1‘:‘.urf1m
are larger than required for the mere consolidation ni: gains
already made. Hence they anticipate further moves in the
direetion of China or possibly of India.

The Chinese appear to have recuperated from the first
shock of the rapid Japanese advance up the Burma road.
They have thrown back the invaders from the west bank of
the Salween and have stifled the immediate threat to the
strategic air center at Paoshan. In the face of this check,
Japanese columns have branched out both to the north and
south, with the apparent intention of preparing other eross-
ings at Teng-yueh and Kunlung (see n_mp}. They have
already occupied Teng-yueh, through which the only other
road in this area leads across the Salween, to join the Brurma
road at Paoshan. At Kunlung, where a projected railroad
from Burma to Kunming was to bridge the Salween, the
terrain also might facilitate a crossing, )

The most considerable Japanese concentrations are believed
to be in this vicinity, but farther south, near Kengtung, the
Chinese have reported heavy fighting. Estimates of Japanese
strength in this region have ranged from 10,000 to
30,000 troops, with one report that both heavy tan_kﬂ
and artillery were being brought into action, but with

actual developments still remaining somewhat obscure.
This action may have been precipitated by Chinese efforts
to regain contact with troops by-passed by the Japanese in
their mechanized thrust up the Burma road. It may also
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foreshadow & Japanese attack up the Mekong River valley
designed to flank the Salween River defenses,

Japanese I'nfentions

In the past Chinese leaders at Chungking—ineluding
Chiang Kai-shek—and certain Chinese in Washington have
tended to discount the possibility of a major offensive against
Free China from Burma. News dispatches, however, now
quote & Chungking government spokesman as warning the
United States that Japan is on the verge of an “all-out”
offensive against China and that the latter needs help with
the utmost urgency. The Chungking radio also reflects the
belief that China will be next on the Japanese list, according
to both FCC analysts and BBC broadeasters. American
observers in China have not been unimpressed with the pos-
sibilities of attack from Burma, and in fact have advised all
Americans to leave the Tali area. At Kunming, Chinese
army headquarters have issued a proclamation suggesting
that civilians leave and citing the precedent at Paoshan,
recently raided by a small Japanese force.

Test for War Lords and Appeasers

Whatever their military intentions, the Japanese will
doubtless attempt to capitalize to the utmost the erisis which
has been created for the Chinese. Thus the threat of immi-
nent danger, following close on the heels of failure in Burma,
will not only furnish Chinese appeasers with new arguments
but may place a severe strain on Chiang Kai-shek's rather
tenuous arrangements with loeal war lords,

After the fall of Hankow and Chiang's retreat to the west-
ern provinees, the central government established a modus
vivendi with the former war lords, largely without resort to
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actual military showdowns. By judicious concentration of
his forces and much eompromise, Chiang has been able to
obtain substantial administrative authority over their areas
while leaving them considerable loeal power—political,
economie, and military.

In Yunnan {where there have been strong concentrations
of Central Government troops) the testing period has opened
auspiciously. Governor Lung Yun has announced that the
Japanese would be met with “several hundred thousand
troops.” News dispatches have even reported him dramat-
ically rallying a weary Chinese formation to counterattack
after their own general had committed suicide, following an
unsuceessful attempt to stem the Japanese at the Salween.
The pressure, however, is not yet serious, and there are other
regions—notably Sikang and the Chengtu plain—where local
war lords still have considerable military power.

There are no signs as yet of a strongly organized peace
faction in China, according to reliable observers, although
Tokyo is making claims to the contrary. But in the complex
mosaic of the Kuomintang there are several cliques which
have been long and widely suspected of leaning toward an
arrangement with Japan. Every military reverse, moreover,
adds to the strength and boldness of Chungking appeasers,
whose numbers have been augmented recently by wealthy
refugees from Hongkong, Singapore, and the Netherlands
East Indies, who are now eut off from their property.

Terrain in Yunnan

If the Japanese launch an offensive in southwest China, they
will face both lengthening supply lines and a difficult terrain.
Hitherto they have succeeded not only in overcoming ob-
stacles offered by terrain, but they have actually turned them
to advantage. In Yunnan, however, they face a situation
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different from that in Malaya or the valley of the Irrawaddy.
Here there are no jungles through which to infiltrate, and the
country ig 80 broken by precipitous mountains that mecha-
nized equipment will he largely restrieted to the few existing
roads,

Although the Japanese have already driven to the very
edge of the Salween, they are now only at the beginning of
the dl!]iuult terrain (see map). At the Burma Road crossing
there is a drop of 4,500 feet from the top of the mountain pa.ss:
to the bank of the Salween, With the bridge destroved
tanks and trucks must find a means to cross a river which i.;
only 150 yards wide but which 18 swift and deep, Onee
across, they must again use the road, the only possible means
of travel, even for tanks, in the Salween gorge.  Off the road,
fighting must be dane on foot or in the air, and this is trye
of much of the country through which the Burma Road
passes.  The latter will be the key to any fighting in Yunnan,
Strong air support which could harass the opponent's move-
ments along this road—and destroy his artillery emplace-
ments—might thus be decisive, either for the Japanese or
the Chinese,

Invasion Routes from Southern Yunnan

If the Japanese should elect to drive on Kunming, they
would probably coiirdinate an attack along the Burma Road
with flanking movements through southern Yunnan, tacties
suggested by the current fighting in the Kengtung area.
Farther to the east, there are at least four other possible
fnvaaiun routes—from Indochina. From Lackay, whose
Importance was emphasized this week by an AVG bombing,
th? Yunnan-Indochina Railway might be followed. The
chief difficulty offered by this route is the precipitous nature
of the mountains through which the railway passes, and the
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fact that there are no roads until Kaivuan is reached—a
distance of 124 miles. Moreover, the Chinese have long
since blown up the bridges, and are also reported to have
torn up the tracks.

A second and easier route leads from Indochinese Hanoi by
highway to Ha Giang, thence by trail to Wenshan, and finally
by motor highway to Kunming (see map). Two further
routes lead from Lai Chau by trail—one to Kaiyuan and the
motor highway there, another through broad valleys to Oshan
and by highway to Kunming,

Japanese Interest in Central China

Military observers are closely watching Japanese move-
ments in other parts of China. In Chekiang Province reports
indicate that Japanese troops are seeking out air bases poten-
tially useful in bombing Japan, More important still, &
fresh drive on Changsha in Hunan Provinee appears to be
developing. Chinese leaders themselves view the Japanese
campaign in Hupeh Province as the greatest current danger
to Free China. The Japanese have long held Ichang in this
provinee, but between Ichang and Chungking lie the gorges
of the Yangtze, serious handieaps to military operations.

An alternative route to Chungking extends along the Han
River valley to Nan-cheng, thence through a break in the
Tapa range, where the Kialing River valley stretches down
to Chungking and the Chengtu plain, The Chinese recently
reported they had stopped a Japanese drive up the Han
River valley, although comparatively small forces appear to
have been involved.

There is as yet little indication that the Japanese will now
attempt such a grand-scale pineers movement on Chungking
as might here be implied. Such an offensive, if successful,
would be a serious blow to the United Nations, depriving
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them of access to a valuable base of operations against Japan,
S-umg ohservers believe, however, that Free China's own
continuance in the war depends more upon the effect of the
Japanese offensive upon her morale, since no particular area
is of sufficient strategic importance to her to make its loss a
decisive factor,

Aid to China by Air

The conquest of Burma has eut the land routes from India
and left the air as the sole avenue of supply. But transport
planes, flying from Assam to Yunnan, face the handicap of
long hops and heavy gasoline loads (which must in general
be sufficient for the round trip).

In northeastern Assam the best airport for transport planes
is Sadiya (see map). Before the Japanese captured Manda-
lay, plans had been made for flying supplies from Sadiya to
Myitkyina, a distance of only 200 miles. With Myitkyina in
Japanese hands, freicht must be flown from Sadiya to Yun-
I'J.El:}}'i (about 375 miles) or from Sadiya to Sichang (about 400
miles),

Air experts still maintain that by using about 50 Douglas
C47 or Curtiss C53 transports, supplies can be forwarded to
Yunnanyi or Sichang at the rate of 4,000 to 6,000 tons per
month. But it would be essential for this purpose to maintain
sufficient air strength (including anti-aircraft defenses) in
northeast India to prevent the Japanese from knocking out
Sadiya, and in China to protect the Chinese air terminals,

Sadiya is of eritical importance in this scheme, beeause if
it were lost transport planes would be abliged to use the air-
port at Tezpur, almost 200 miles west-southwest of Sadiya,
making the trip from Tezpur to Sichang, for example, nearly
600 miles. Two-motored transports, such as the C47 and the
C53, cannot make this trip with a pay load of any size. If
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Tezpur is to be used, four-motored transports would be re-
quired. Meanwhile, if the Japanese should push on by sea
or land into eastern Bengal and Assam, they would effec-
tively upset all these plans,

Air Raids for India?

With the British falling back from Burma to the northwest,
the Japanese find themselves in a position to threaten India
as well as China. Air attacks alone might deal a serious
blow to the Caleutta area, containing about four-fifths of
India’s war industry. Here native morale is low, and some
reliable observers expect the workers to take to the hills at
the first bombing.

Actual invasion of Assam is another matter, With the
summer monscons imminent, this area is subject to the full
force of the rain-laden winds from the Indian Ocean. The
advantages of this season are by no means all with the
deferiders. The Japanese now hold the Mandalay basin in
Burma, sheltered from the monsoon by the Arakan Moun-
tains, comparatively dry and available for bombers all during
this season, The Japanese also have an all-weather field at
Akyab on the Burmese coast, some 300 miles by air from
Calcutta. On the other hand, the defenders themselves
have several all-weather fields at Calcutta, but no such fields
elsewhere in this part of India.

British press dispatches meanwhile report that General
Alexander, while discounting the possibility of a Japanese
invasion during the monsoon seasom, is preparing for this
eventuality. Fresh troops of the Indian Army guard the
frontier, across which the weary survivors of the Burma
campaign are beginning to return.
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The Battle of the Coral Sea in Retrospect

Further reports now make it possible to clarify certain
elements in the Battle of the Coral Sea, Advance Japanese
naval units came southward into the Coral Sesa area, then
diverged eastward, apparently to seize points in the Solomon
Islands and thus secure their flank. An American naval force
attacked these units in Tulagi Harbor, sinking seven naval
vessels,

Presently the main Japanese force entered the Coral Sea
by the same route, presumably on its way to attack Port
Moresby. An engagement followed on May 7 and 8 between
this foree and American naval units and naval aviation, near
the Louisiade Islands. The Japanese losses were one aireraft
carrier sunk and one damaged, and one eruiser sunk and one
damaged. American losses have not yet been reported.

During the Battle of the Coral Sea American Army Air-
craft were not idle. Based on northeastern Australia, Army
Aireraft made a series of heavy raids nearby on Lae and
Rabaul, and on Buka, Woodlark and Deboyne Islands,
between May 4 and 11. One mission returning from an
attack was reported by the press to have stumbled on the
battle and to have taken aerial photographs of the action.
Another was dispatched on May 8 against a “Japanese
convoy" (near the scene of the battle) which was not located.
Still another was sent on May 9 to intercept a Japanese
carrier, but darkness intervened,

Although the air duel over Australasian bases continues
unabated, major Japanese fleet units appear to have moved
elsewhere. The lull which has followed the battle has led
some observers to anticipate a naval attack in other areas,
and the possibility of attack against United States bases is
not ruled out.
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Mop-up on the Kerch Peninsula

Soviet resistance on the Kerch peninsula seems to be flick-
ering out. In the opinion of a well-placed military observer,
remaining Russian forces are simply holding beachheads to
permit the withdrawal of the bulk of the army, Unless the
Soviets reinforce this army from the mainland, it appears
unlikely that it can prolong its resistance.

Nor does a German attack across the straits toward the
Russian naval base at Novorossiisk seem to be the next
logical move. The crossing would be difficult and might
expose the Nazis to a Boviet counterattack. Furthermore,
with the fall of Kerch, the Germans would presumably be
in a better position to attack Novorossiisk from the air.
Likewise an assault on Sevastopol at the other end of the
Crimean peninsula would be an expensive operation at the
present time. It seems far more likely that the Germans
will continue to soften up Sevastopol by bombardment until
such time as they can attack it with comparatively small
losses,

Attack on Kharkov

As though to counterbalance the German success on the
Kerch Peninsula, the Soviet radio and the Allied press have
been playing up the Russian attack toward Kharkov. De-
spite the fanfare with which it has been launched, American
military observers do not regard this drive as an all-out
offensive. If it had been such, they point out, it would
probably have taken the form of a large enveloping action
rather than a head-on attack, and by now it would have
achieved a more clear-cut success than press despatches yet
reveal. A more likely hypothesis is that it is a local attack
which has already brought the Soviet forces within striking
distance of the city of Kharkov,
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In the opinion of the Russian ambassador to Turkey, the
Soviets launched the assault in an effort to disrupt, the
greatest German concentration of war equipment, including
planes and tanks, on the entire Eastern Front, Berlin vigor-
ously denies that it has relieved Nazi pressure in the Crimes
or interfered with the German military program. But the
ambassador is sure that even if the attack fails in its main
purpose of capturing or destroying large quantities of German
equipment, it will suceeed in seriously disorganizing Nagi
plans for a full-scale offensive. Such considerations may
account for the apparent vigor of German counter-attacks in
the Kharkov sector.

Laval Continues to Temporize

Although Pierre Laval has now been head of the Vichy
government for a little more than a month, he has taken no
step of an overt character leading to full collaboration with
Germany, As Minister of the Interior, he is purging the
regime of known opponents, and appointing men of his own
choice to key positions. Marshal Pétain, in turn, is reported
to “look forward to working in his garden,” relieved to be
spared the burdens of office. Pétain is still a factor in the
picture, however, for as supreme chief of the French armed
forces overseas, his orders are obeyed by administrative
officials and officers who might not stomach Laval alone.

A current report describes what are believed to have been
Laval's intentions respecting collaboration when he came to
office. He is said to have been reconciled to German domina-
tion of the Continent, but to have revived his earlier idea of
forming a Latin bloc to act as a sort of counterweight to the
Nazis. He appears to have met checks here, however, in
Italy’s territorial demands and in Nazi hostility to his
qualified collaboration. The Nazis have evidenced their
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displeasure in the Giraud ease and in the current executions in
occupied France. They are said to be dissatisfied with Laval
and to be giving encouragement to men like Doriot.

Laval has been anxious to avoid any decisive step that
might sever relations with the United States. He is taking
advantage of the apathy of the French people to establish
himself, and is carefully cushioning his position with regard
to Franco-American affairs. Apparently with Nazi approval,
he has plastered Vichy with posters, which declare: “I wish
to say again that a final rupture between our two eountries
will not come from France.”

Reactions in French Africa

Diplomatie sources report that since Laval's return to
power, gasoline and trucks are again reaching Rommel's
armies via French North Afriea. French officials in North
Africa, however, have hinted their eontinuing friendliness to
us and would like to see us renew our economie assistance to
North Africa, thereby avoiding the threat of French de-
pendence on Germany,

The German Armistice Commission is urging that French
defenses of Moroceco be improved. It is stated that the
Germans are now shipping armaments to this ares, with
further shipments of synthetic gasoline to follow soon.
General Juin is ostensibly complying, but has expressed the
opinion that he would rather see Moracean defenses improved
under American than under German direction. On the other
hand, rumors suggest that certain high French officials have
been won over to Laval's policy, and that Boisson, the
Governor-General of strategic Dakar and former political
protégé of Laval, has declared himself as highly pleased with
the changes in Vichy.
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Vichy is exploiting to the full the recent clash off Algiers
involving French and British planes and light naval units,
an action which resulted in the loss of ane plane by each side,
Vichy is presenting it as an example of wanton aggression:
“Once again the French see what means our former allies
are using,"

Negatiations in Martinique

In Martinique Admiral Robert, after the issuance of a
virtual ultimatum from the United States, has agreed to the
immobilization of French warships. He has also agreed in
general that the United States will exercise effective BUper-
vision of the islands with continued recognition of the French
position of de jure sovereignty and possession. Meanwhile,
Laval, obviously irritated by the attempt of the United
States to negotiate directly with Admiral Robert, has at-
tempted to suggest that such negotiations can only be car-
ried on with Vichy, thus confusing the dssue in the public
mind.

Azis Pause in the Mediterranean

Malta continued to enjoy a relative respite as Lord Gort,
former head of the B. E. F. in France, arrived from Gibraltar
to succeed bomb-worn Sir William Dobbie in command of the
island fortress. There were clear signs that German bomber
strength in Sicily has been reduced for use elsewhere, but
diplomatic sources believe that considerable parts of Keasel-
ring’s staff and air fleet are still in Sicily.

Indications are that Axis forces in Cyrenaica will not
launch any major offensive against Egypt this spring. They
are, however, prepared for lesser operations, with supplies
estimated to be sufficient for one month of active campaigning,
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Their forees, including two armored and one motorized divi-
sions, are well-located and in good condition. Skirmishes led
by enemy tanks this week, especially in the region southwest
of Gaszala, broke a quiet period on the desert front.

A Report on the Near East

Turkey continues in her determination to defend herself
against any and all invaders, a seasoned ohserver reports,
writing at the end of March from Istanbul. Her army is kept
in the field and she wants all the arms she can get. Her
great fear is that either Germany or Russia will win a clear-
eut vietory. To forestall the results of either eventuality
the Turks expect to call in Allied help. Diplomatic sources
report that the Soviets plan to develop the recent Russo-
Turkish détente once the bomb trial is over.

The Turkish government, our observer writes, has the
complete confidence of the people in political and military
affairs, but in economic matters the situation is acute. Trade
interruptions, budget strain, abrupt price rises, shortages,
and governmental inefficiency in handling the situation have
brought about a general uneasiness as to the economic future.

In Syria the Free French, the majority of whom are ap-
parently suspicious of British designs on Madagascar and
Syria, are themselves generally regarded as the old imperial-
ists operating with reduced efficiency. British and Ameri-
ean prestige has also declined due to military defeat and
association with the Zionist cause, an issue exploited by the
Axis radio. In Egypt our observer found public opinion
in a bad state, with the British, the Palace and its satellites,
and the Wafd all hard at work interfering with one another
in a snarl of old methods and lack of coordination.
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Drought Comes to Northeastern Brazil

Northeastern Brazil is suffering one of its periodic droughts.
This region of “climatic calamities," which is triangular in
shape, reaches the coast between S0 Luiz and Natal, and
extends southwestward to an apex somewhere in western
Baia. Throughout this area rainfall is uncertain; there are
places where in one hundred years there have been fifty
years of either flood or drought. In this region no rain has
now fallen for more than a year. The vegetation is parched,
and the sources of water rapidly disappearing. As usual,
under these cireumstances, the inhabitants are flocking into
the coastal cities, and domestic and wild animals are being
widely slaughtered.

Coming at this time, the drought may have several con-
sequences. The homeless and starving refugees will consti-
tute a serious burden on the food supply and on coastal
shipping. Civil disorders may be expected, including raids
on the food stores in the cities, and a fertile field exists for
enemy agents beat on spreading confusion and chaos. It is
even possible that the airfields in this region may be in
danger of attack, either by disorganized groups or by bands
under Axis leadership. On the other hand, prompt action
might avert disaster through the recruiting of laborers for
work in the rubber forests of the Amazon—a repetition of
the great migration into the Amazon under similar eir-
cumstances which took place during the historic drought of
1877-1879. This would require eoastwise shipping to carry
the workers from places like Fortaleza in Ceara to the
Amazon.

The Dominican Republic " Elects" o President

The Dominican Republic went through the formality of
a presidential election on May 16 in which Generalissimo
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Rafael L. Trujillo was the unopposed and successful ecandi-
date. A former president of the country from 1930 to 1938,
he will replace M. de. J. Troncoso de la Concha, Since
1930 Trujillo has been the acknowledged dictator of the
country, and on January 20 of this year he was appointed
by the president to the Supreme command of the Army and
Navy. Present world conditions were used to justify his
return to the presidency.

The election was the first in the history of the country in
which women were allowed to vote. Dominican exiles in
Cuba and Venezuels carried on g vigorous pre-election ecam-
paign against Trujillo’s dictatorship as inconsistent with the
democratic principles of the United Nations, They pro-
tested particularly against the decision of the University of
Pittshurgh to award Trujille an honorary degree.  Never-
theless, the election was not accompanied by any reported
disturbances,

Although Trujillo’s term was not scheduled to begin until
August he took office immediately. President Troncoso
appointed him Secretary of State for War and Navy to sue-
ceed his brother, Hector Trujillo, just resigned. Troneoso
then submitted his resignation to the National Assembly
which unanimously accepted it. Then in accordance with
the constitution, Trujillo automatically succeeded to the
Presidency.

Reliable evidence indicates that the Nazis are carrying on
widespread activity in the Dominiean Republic despite the
fact that the government has declared war against the Axis.
Since 1935 the Dominican Bovernment has maintained close
diplomatic relations with Germany, and the Trujillo party
was reorganized along Nazi lines, The press enjoys no
liberty, and no party except Trujillo's is permitted to exist,
Army officers are Nazi sympathizers. Nazi agents are either
still at large or have been released as a result of “popular’
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demonstration fomented by the government. It is alleged
that Trujillo gives lip service to the democracies in order to

obtain United States support for his regime.

Chile Moves Toward a Break with the Axis

Chilean Government leaders are reconsidering the possi-
bility of a break in diplomatic relations with the Axis powers,
current indications suggest. The Socialist Party, headed by
Oscar Schnake, has recently been adding its influence to that
of the Communist Party in favoring such & move. While the
United States has avoided any appearance of bringing pres-
sure to bear on Chile for a break with the Axis, it has becuu}e
apparent to Chile's leaders that no substantial economic aid
will be fortheoming from us until this issue is HqI.IﬂI‘E,I‘Ijr’ met.,
It may be partly for this reason that the proposed visit E:rf a
Chilean Commission to the United States to discuss Chile's
eritical economic needs has been delayed.

17



SEcRET

AFPPENDIX 1

THE PROBLEM OF RUBBER IN THE SOVIET UNION

I the field of synthetic rubber tha Russians probably led the world in June
1841, both in experience and production, aesording to s current report prepared
by the East-European SBection of the Coordinator's offiee. The Rumsian poliay
of preparedness, desigued to obisin a maximum degres of self-pufficlency in
mrategic raw materials, had led to & rapid expannion of synthetis rubber produe-
tion in the Boviet Union, Before the outhreak of the war in 1930, the Russian
rubber industry had accomplished an almost complete change-aver from natursl
to synthetic rubber. In recent years It has also given much attention to the
development of domestic sources of natural rubber. But the actual production
of this type of rubber still remained small in Juno of lnst vear.

Even with this farsighted program, in 1840 Soviet domestic production of raw
rubber, plus Imports—the total estimated nt somewhat more thas 103,000 metrie
tons a vear—was probably [nadequats to fll Russia's consy mption requirements—
eatimated at 110,000-117,000 tons. Thus, if these eatimates are correct, Russia
in 1840 was drawing on previously scoumulated stocks for & part of her current
cansumption. Nor is it likely that the war has cased the situation, For jn-
ereased military demand in all likelihood has offset aven tho most severe restrie-
tions on eivilian consumption.

It is estimatod that synthetie rubber (made almost entirely from alechol) me-
counted for & production of 82,000 metrie tons in 1940, During the first fow
months of the war synthetie production probably declined to a rate of about
36,000-48,000 metric tons per year, Theee is some graund for thinking, however,
that in recent montha the cutput has incressed. Nevertheloss, unless both im-
ports and domestic produetion have recently Increased very substantially, it is
almost cortain that the Boviets face an acuto shortage of raw rubber, & shortage
which may, unless alleviated, necessitate a very substantinl curtailment of the
use of this commodity in essential military equipment,

One favorable factor in the eltustion is that the very large military establish-
ment egonomizes rubber by the oxtensive use of tires of steel and hard-rubber on
artillery equipment, and by the widespread substitution of eaterpillar-iractors
for pneumatio-tired trucks as prime movers for artillary,
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THE JAFANESE POSITION IN FUELS AND NON-FERROUS
METALS

Lack of fuels and non-ferrous metals will not notably handieap the Japanese
war effort, aceording to such estimates ns can be made on the basin of avallable
information. Nor do the Japanese ek facilities for mining strategie fuels and
metals, Of fourteon of these, Japan s not complately self-sustaining in any,
But she can supply her deficits adequately for three—»in, tungsten, and coal—
from functicning oceupled territories,

For five others—manganese, chromivm, aluminum, oil, and lend—she has
sufficiont stocks with which to serviee hor economy without restriction, until she
ean restore to formor capacity sources in conquered areas which have been dis-
organized by recont military operations (the assumption here is that she will not
be handicapped by diffieultics of organization or by the repewal of war in thess
arens). In the case of lead, invisible stocks, such as pipe in buildings, are large and
ensily recoverable, so that Japan should suffer no shortage until the captured
mines can be reorganized. For another metal, sine, stocks are insufielant unless
the eaptured mines can start producing very soon,

Mlneral Periesd stooks will bridge Adegusts mures
cecceeo| Byears...________| Philippine Islands, Britlah Malaya,
Niknganees thgpNatm:h Indies eombined.
Chromite. . ........ 4 yoRrS.. .. ____ ilippine ]
Bmiw.......---- 2;%,..-------. Nethorlands  Indies and  Britlsh
alaya eombined,
0Oil... 2 years...________| Nethorlands Indies.
Lead......ccccee.. B monthe.. .. ___.| Burma.
Ene. .. .eeaaoeoo | Negligiblo. . _____ I Burma.

For the rest—copper, ulokel, molybdenum, antimeny, and Mereury—sources
now available to Japan will be insuffeient after she exbhausts her present stocks,
Through the conguest of the Far Eastern ares, howover, Japan could fll her
deficita in nlekel and antimony and improve her position in the other thires,
Japan has produstive copper mines and could inerense thelr output adequately by
the time stocks run low. Btocks of nickel, mercury, and molybdenum are
sufficiont for two years or more.  But Japan has drawn heavily on her antimony
stocks in the last two years and has endeavored, as yot without sucosss, to gain
control of the transport system in the Chiness provines of Hunan {Changsha},

which contains the prinelpal Chiness antlmony mines.
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e --| China (Kweichow) | 20 pereent

Molyhe g0 18 yr | Australin.______ "7 jg horcent:
[ 88 | 18mo..| Australin and In:tr:.--l 10 percent.

th:‘ml?g these minernls aftor they are mined may presont difficultiss, and
njmum::i;dmbm:?::r u:ﬂul' mpo::d:“r“;‘n: which Japan eontrols in abundurwq Ia
[ on v, is eapacity is still ond on
::f the United Btates, and any substantial inorcase would Invnt\-ain;:i::ul?i::
Ur & tountry of Japan's industrinl Potential already engaged in
W;:r ‘l"flu Week, April 16-23, pp. 21-24), et
 In view of the fact that Ja has i
Ineeption u.'r the China m«.imm Md'x;?t?f:::dmp::ie:;:xh:;r:::’:e t.hlal
mates, which may vary substantially, absut the present Japaness position F:i'; y
relishle 1940 data, however, are available for production In Far Eun;rn m::
f:dt:lda the Japanese smpire, Thess duta, which probably reflect potentialitios
day with reasanable ocurney, are shown in the appended table in conjuneti
with estimates of the present situation in the Japaness empire. The yse of mhm
ores besides bauxite for the production of aluminum explaing thes inelusfon ﬁ
both, The aluminum content of bauxite is betwesn 20 and 25 porcent Ferro-
Ill.rujifs of manganess, chromium, nickel, tungsten, and malybdenum m-el mare or
x}nhrnhhgubh. a fact which probably sccounts for tremondous additions to
# of some—enpocially malyhdenum—when supplies of others were cut of,
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JAPAN'S PRESENT POSITION IN IMPORTANT FUELS AND
NON.FERROUS METALS

Tupansss Empire snd Productise ln 1640
Commedity - Oooapled areas mhrr
Cotuumg- | Produp. | GUEE o | FaC | olal
R i | g Disar- | pouze
rEsnbed paniesd
In thousands of metrie tans
|
Coal. .occcee.| 75, 70, DD (1) |14, 60D 3.35‘}54.000|l 633, a0
&ﬂm EEEE m 110 1401 F] 15 26 ' 2 300
120 25 a0 1, 750
Zine. ... s ] )] L} 1 1, B15
3y [ EETR R E gl 1 2 25 136 21 245
Bauxite. - oooooo. 1] () 16 4, b2y
Aluminum 1 o n 800
Manganese_ . _____ 1 70 2 7 5, 250
Chromite.._..__.. 40 i 1 1 1, 210
Nickel. ......____ 25 10 ] 120
Tungaten ore
(608 Wop .- s 28 © ag 7 1 a2
In metric tons
Molybdenum.. . ... 1256 | 2, 500 1] | 0 &5 21,220
Antimony . - . ..... 4, 150 1, 000 apn 126 7,372 34, D00
Meroury_ .. ...... BO0 0 | 1, 400 1] 7 @, 000
In thousands of barrels
Petraleu 5, 000 I . | !
etroleum. ... ... ... . 2,839 |75, 00O 0 (77,000 6 3002, 150, 000
Petroleum substi- [ to } ] ) it bl
(T |L60, aoo 5, 700 | ¥ “'| 110, 000

Tapansse Emplre: Japan, K Bonthern Balchalin,
rganbied oocupesd sresa; [ i, i, pocupled China.
E‘I oo Ilrn--: Britlah Horess, ilumf. Britlah Madays, Netherlands Indies, Phillpplos
, Hunglrang ]
nl‘cu‘ﬂr Mm pountrisa: Aostralls, Fres Okl Indis (Britlsh asd b, Mew Caledonin,
New Zealsnd, Papus {mangnness), Northern Buhlﬂn;'[p-mhmm:. Continesital mﬂri. 1 Bot |<lsded
| Neghigibla.

Four additional metals—magnesium, vansdium, cobalt, and beryllium—are
impartant in war, but pertinent data coneerning them nre almost completely
Incking. HReports indicate that Japan s producing unprecedented amounts of
magnesium, which ocours in large quantities and presenta chiefly & problem of
extraction. The Japaness'have not greatly developed the use of vanadium in
alloys and presumably obisin all they need from byproducts in the burning of
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and Colombia, which ia ri i
; i oh in vanad
_:'{Ilumll- in cobalt and beryilium, Ilp::::;
" o relation to potential
“:;l]::::::muh t::m place of coballt in ferro-alloys wi::minar ml;:;lbut;;hﬂ
e J.,pm 'l::;;ut ;\c heweomer in the fiold of alloys, has an yet little & . i tlrl‘
i ugh abe imported at least ten tons metal berytin
ore in 1940 and 1041, somakof bayltun

APPENDIX 111
SCANDINAVIA AND THE GERMAN WAR ECONOMY

Ever slnce Germany overran Denmark and Norway in 1840 as & preliminary
to her Western offensive, Beandinnvis has had a triple importance to the war.
Norwegian air and naval bases have served in operations against Britain and the
northern supply lines to Rusais; Finland's bases and troops have been employed
against Russia and the Murmanosk supply route; finally tha strategle resources
of the entire region have contributed substantially to German war production.

The accompanying chart shows the relative importance of Beandinavian min-
ernl production to the German economy, Seandinavian mineral and timber
resourees, manufastured products, and, to some extent, foodstulls are now being
exported to Germany.  Although, in return, Germany sends some commodities
to the ares, notably coal and pig iron to Sweden, and foodstuffs to Finland, the
balance is heavily in her favor, It is not, however, the sise of Germany's favor-
able trade balance, but rather the strategic nature of several Beandinavian prod-
uets that makes the area of importance to the German economy.

Iron are.—Ciormany has no shortage of iron ore. In the Ukrsine alone Ger-
many holds resources, probably unused, of fully 16 million tons s year. Never-
theleas Swedish ores, which are belisved to be going to Germang at a rate of 12
million tans per year, are of great importance to the Nazi economy. They are
of high metallie content, averaging 60 percent, and thelr conversion to steel,
therefore, involves savings in coke and manganese, both of which are relatively
senrce in Germany, Also to change over German furnaces, Inbor and transport
{acilities for the use of other ores would invalve loss of time and efficleney.

Malybdenum,.—German technology has besn making inoreasing use af molyb-
denum a8 n substitute in various steel-hardening salloys, of which the Reich is
believed to have barely adequate supplies. Seandinavian sources, amounting
to st least 22 percont of the totsl German molybdenum supply, are thus of some
importance, and may be enhancerd if recent reporta of large seale inorensea in
Norweginn output are correct. )

Nickel.—Norwegian nickel produetion (1,250 tons) normally constitutes about
ani-third of the total continental supply. Reports indieate that an additional
5.000 to 10,000 tons (metal content), not shown on the accompanying chart, will
ks exparted from the Petsamo distriet of Finland in 1942, This may significantly
ense Germany's tight position In steol-hardening alloys.

Copper.—The Garman position here i barely adequate. Loss of the copper
flowing from Seandinavian arens, amounting perhaps ta 30 percent of the total
current German supply, might have reperoussions on the war economy. Recent
reports indieate that Beandinavia is expanding its contribution here.
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Aluminum,—Beandinavia Is not a major element in the 500,000 tans of virgin
aluminum which Germany was estimated to contral in 1842, Norway's pre-war
production of 30,000 tons was cut in half by the war, and German schemes for its
expanslon have apparently been abandoned in faver of & Hungarian program.

Pyrites.—Germany has ample sources of pyrites, and thus sulphur, with major
deponite in Germany, Italy, Bpain and Portugal. The loss of the Beandinavian
deposits would probably involve only slight recrganization in the nulphur supply
BV&Lam,

Tungaien.—8wedish tungsten output is small relstive to Portugal, Germany's
prineipal souree. It is in fact likely that Germany is not rocaiving direetly any
Bwedish tungsten, though benefitting indirectly from the high grade steal products
coming from Bwedan,

Timber and ity products.—Aside from the strategic minerals Beandinavia's
Inrgest eontribution to the German war effort consists of its significant exports of
timbwr, paper, and wood pulp.  The demand for wood pulp has inereased, celluloss
being an Important element in the manufacture of explosives and substityse
textiles and fodder, Bhould this long-established source of pulp, paper and
cardbonrd be lost, Germany would have extreme diffieulty in finding adequate
slternative rources or substitites,

Foodstuffa—At present Finland is & deficit food area, drawing some imports,
largely sugar and bread graing, from the Reieh and from Bweden, itself a nlight
surplus area exeept for fodder. Norway Is under an enforced food shortage as
result of sending quantities of fsh to Germany,

Shipbuilding.—In 1041 Norway and Bweden produced together an estimated
185,000 tons of merchant shipping, amounting to fully 26 percent of the estimated
tonnage turned out from shipyards under German comtrol, Diespite the probable
existence of considerable idle shipynrd capacity in Furopa, this contribution is
important beesuse the Seandinavian yards are well-run and well-mannoed,

Industrial Production.—Sweden s importizg coal and coke in quantity from
Germany to maintaln her economy. In return she exports somi-manufactured
matals and fnished machinery, tools, motors, ete. These items wers 22 percent
of Bweden's exports in 1938, and produstion has probably not decliped. This
saves Germany much skilled labor of & type notably searce on the Continent,

Summary.—The net eontribution of Beandinavia to the German war effort,
though not large in monetary terms, is thus extremely important strategically,
most notably so in the cases of steel-hardeping alloys, machinery, capper, and to a
lesser degres, iron ore, shipbullding, and #ood pulp supplies, Ascount must be
taken, however, of the goods which Germany provides Seandinavis in exchange,
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APPENDIX IV

ESTIMATES OF GERMAN AIR STRENGTH
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than the “fret line strongth” we defined above. With a given first line strength,
the number of planes ready to fly is leas during periods of active operations than
in periods of inactivity, ainoe Inoressed mctivity requires increased time spent in

servicing.

The Labor Faclor
A sseond factor s the labor supply sltuation in Germany ftself. Tt Is probable

that s working foree of about & million would be required in German airframe,
engine, and equipment factorles to produce 2,500 new planes a month (all types),
provide spare parts, and repair damaged nircraft. This preduction fgure jm-
plies a0 expansion of 20 percent from an estimate of 1,900 planes & month for
the beginning of 1041, Such an expansion would have required an increase of
something like 250,000 workers in factories alons—plus those employed in son-

atructing the new plants themselves, In providing raw materials, and in sup-
porting services,

In other words, although the German government nssigns n high priority to

alreralt production, it is at least questionable whether they have been able to
make available s labor supply adequate for contemplated expansion. FPrior to the
Russinn campaign, they followed s practice of releasing men from the ammed
forees for industris] work in periods of military insetivity—thus relleving the strain
on industria]l manpower, Sinoe the spring of 1941, however, whon the Nazis
undartook full mobilization in preparation for the Russinn campaign, they have
hoen unable to eontinue this poliey and in recent months have resorted to sddi-
tional enll-ups and comb-outs for military service. Although the government has
sought to offset this deain by the employment of women and foreign workers in
{neressed mumbers, and by ourtailing certain elvilian industries, it in doubtful
whether such messures have been effective enough to permit further expansion of

armament producticn,
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May 21-28, 1942 BECRET

Coordinator of Information

THE WAR THIS WEEK

With a continuing lull in the Melanesian area and with a
deeline in the intensity of operations in the Burmese-Yunnan
theater, the Japanese have shifted their attention momen-
tarily to eastern China. Here apparently the immediate
object of their operations is to eliminate the Allied air menace
in the provinces of Fukien and Chekiang.

Meanwhile in the see-saw struggle about Kharkov it
appears that the Germans have once more gained the initia-
tive, although convineing indications of a major Nazi thrust
are still lacking. On the propaganda front, it is reported
that the Germans are seeking to add momentum to the cur-
rent surge of war optimism in the United States, which has
been stimulated by buoyant American exaggerations of
Allied success. In the same connection, persistent American
press diseussion of the weakening of the German domestic
and military position finds little substantiation in ecareful
studies of the situation by experts.

In western Europe the Germans are playing the old game
of divide and rule. With Laval still temporizing, the Nazis
appear to welcome, if not to abet, the current Italian cam-
paign for French territory. It remains to be seen whether
this lever will prove sufficiently strong to force fresh conces-
sions from Laval in the form of closer collaboration with
Germany.

The only Allied suceess of real importance was the entry of
Mexico into the war. Observers emphasize above all the
political significance of that step, whose influence will be
strongly felt throughout Latin America, it is believed.
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The Japanese Drive in Eastern China

While comparative quiet prevails on other Pacific fronts,
the fighting in China has spread rapidly over the eastern
provinces of Chekiang and Fukien and continues, somewhat
abated, in Yunnan. In Chekiang, Japanese columns con-
verging upon Kinhwa have been thrown back with heavy
losses, according to Chungking, although Tokyo insists that
the town is surrounded and the Chinese are trapped. An-
other Japanese force has completed the occupation of islands
near Foochow (Fukien), after debarking under cover of heavy
naval and aerial bombardment. Foochow itself has also been
under heavy fire, and newspaper despatches indicate that an
expeditionary force is now massing at Formosa, possibly for
an attempt to invade Fukien province through Foochow and
Amoy.

Since the American air attack of April 18, the Japanese
have systematically sought out and bombed airfields not
only in Chekiang and Fukien but in Kiangsi, Kwangsi, and
Hunan. Japanese planes made 54 flights over these five
provinces during the month following April 18, according to
one unofficial tabulation. Twenty-two towns were bombed.
Kian in central Kiangsi (see map) was raided 13 times by
a total of 182 planes, while Chuhsien also suffered heavily.

The present fighting in Chekiang province probably has as
its principal objective the elimination of bases from which
Japan could be bombed, although air distances even from
Chekiang are at the outer limits of the tactical range of four-
motored bombers. The maximum range of the heaviest
four-motored bombers (allowing a gasoline margin for fight-
ing at full throttle) is about 1000 miles, with a normal
tactical radius of 750 to 900 miles. Tokyo is about 1100
miles from bases in Chekiang,
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Of the eastern air bases in Chinese control, only those in
Chekiang lie within practicable range of important targets
in Japan (as the accompanying map indicates). Bases in
Fukien, such as Kian, are too far distant for comfortable
bombing of such targets as Tokyo and Osaka, the obvious
industrial objectives on Honshu. Nagasaki, the shipbuilding
and manufacturing eenter on Kyushu, is barely within the
maximum range. From Lishui in Chekiang, however, Naga-
saki would be comparatively accessible, as would Yawata,
site of the very important Imperial Steel Mills. Targets on
Formosa, of course, would be within easy range: either
Taihoku, the chief city at the northern end of the island, or
Takao, an important naval base in southwestern Formosa.

Chinese "“"Magnetic" Taclics

Operations in the eastern provinces are already settling
into the familiar Chinese pattern of “magnetic” tactics, in
Chungking parlance. The Japanese have been drawn out,
their formations dispersed, and their communication lines
over-extended. And now the Chinese are capitalizing on
the enemy’s exposure and attacking points in his rear,
Chungking reports. One Chinese detachment has recaptured
Sintang, cutting off the communications of a Japanese column
engaged in the attack on Kinhwa.

Although the Chinese have reported 100,000 or more
Japanese troops in action in northern Chekiang alone, ob-
servers are inclined to place the figure at possibly 50,000
troops. As a matter of fact, some observers believe that
military action in the eastern area—either in Chekiang or
Fukien—is not of primary importance in any scheme for
concerted action to crush the Chungking regime. They
point out that the Japanese at about this time last year
occupied Foochow for a short period, later withdrawing
voluntarily. The Japanese also staged at that time one of
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their routine drives inland from Hangehow and the Chekiang
eoast,

In addition to destruction of the air bases, the Japanese
may also seek to disrupt traffic on the railway west of Kinhwa
which earries important freight and conneets with truck
routes south and west through central Kiangsi. Further
ohjectives may be the disruption of Chinese transport of salt
from coastal works inland, where there is a serious shortage,
and possibly the seizure of the winter wheat harvest,

New Threal to Changsha?

The Japanese have three times assaulted Changsha,
strategic center on the Canton-Hankow railway. There is
some evidence that a fresh drive on that city may be immi-
nent, If the Japanese could seize Changsha and make them-
selves masters of both the Peiping-Hankow and Canton-
Hankow railroads, they would possess a continuous rail route
Irqm Manchuria to Hongkong. The consequent saving in
shipping and sea risks would be a notable gain, In addition,
with this line in their hands, they would be in a position to cut
off effectively eastern China from Chungking control.

An Irreparable Japanese Loss.

The Japanese suffered an irreparable loss of a unigue
character when they recently lost a 15,000-ton vessel by
enemy action, according to a report by the Vichy ambassador
in Tokyo. The latter declares that 2,000 expert technicians
selected from various industries in Japan were lost from a
total passenger list of 2400. The Japanese were sending
these technicians to the conquered areas in the southwest
P!miﬁc where they were to reéstablish and develop captured
plants.
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Fresh Somet-Japanese Détenle

The long-standing border dispute between the Soviet-
sponsored Mongolian People's Republic and Japanese-
sponsored Manchukuo is now settled, according to Tekyo
and—with some reservations—Moscow as well. A protocol
for demareation of the mutual frontiers has been ratified by
the governments of both of these remote “huffer’ states.
Following as it does the conclusion of the Russo-Japanese
Fisheries' agreement on March 20, the ratification of the
boundary treaty indicates that on the surface at least Russo-
Japanese relations in the post-Pearl Harbor period have not
deteriorated.

Tokyo made the announcement by radio May 15. Al-
though a Moscow report has indicated that the protocol refers
only to the Bor Nor section, and not the whaole frontier, it
seems likely that at least temporarily the ratification of the
protoeol formally solves one of the most troublesome of the
border issues between Mongolia and Manchukuo. Serious
incidents occurred along the border in 1935 and 1937, and
those at Nomonhan in early 1939 assumed the proportions
of an undeclared war. On September 15, 1939, a fortnight
after the outbreak of the European war, Russia and Japan
agreed to end hostilities and to form a joint eommission to
establish a frontier line.

Warning to India

Premier Tojo, warning that all PBritish outposts for the
protection of India are now in Japanese hands, has suggested
to the Indians that they must either take ‘ithis golden
opportunity” to eject foreign troops or suffer the con-
sequences. Observers are not yet inclined to discount these
threats too completely. The comparative lull in fighting on
the Burma-Yunnan front may indicate that the relatively
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large concentrations of Japanese troops in Burma will be
tufned against India, rather than China, A recent AVQ
ran‘i on Japanese positions on the Yunnan front met litile
resistance, and despatches from Caleutta report that Japanese
seouting parties are active in the Chittagong area. However
t.!'m British commander in this area still acknowledges m;:
signs of enemy intention to launch a major offensive on
India, according to newspaper reports,

A New Bagis for Indian Cooperation?

In an address at Lahore in which he advocated a war
federation of India, China, Iran, and Afghanistan, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru made elear once again his position on the
current confliet: “It was my ardent wish that India should
havg participated in this war.” Nor did he question the
motives of American aid in Indian defense—in contrast to a
statement of Gandhi's a few weeks ago. Furthermare, while
reiterating his inalterable opposition to the partition of
IrillimnJ Nehru seemed to offer some basis for compromise
with the Moslem League by his statement that if “a majority
of a particular territorial unit want separation, it cannot be
denied them.”
~ Such a speech may possibly suggest that Nehru is prepar-
Ing to take a different line from éi?dhi, now onee agiinptahre
dominant figure in Indian polities since the adoption by the
Congress of his program of non-violent non-coliperation
(The War This Week, April 30-May 7, pp. 9-11). An
observer in New Delhi maintains that the only apparent
way to counteract Gandhi's program would be for Nehru to
combine with Jinnah, head of the Moslem League, and with
Rajagopalachariar, moderate leader from Madras (who re-
signed fmu_m the Working Committee of the Congress in
protest against its present program), to organize a national
government. Other observers question the practicability of
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cooperation between Jinnah and the other two leaders,
They concede, however, that a coalition of Nehru, Raja-
gopalachariar and those who agree with them in support of
full war against Japan might yet prove strong enough to
comhat Gandhi's present influence.

Turning of the Tide at Kharkov?

As the Russians reported the orderly evacuation of the
last of their troops and equipment from the Kerch peninsula,
there were indications that their offensive against Kharkov
was likewise taking a turn for the worse, The ominous state-
ment in s Soviet communigqué that Russian “troops en-
trenched themselves in occupied positions” suggested that
the initiative had passed to the Germans. In one area the
Soviets admitted that the Nazis had driven a “wedge” into
their positions, and in the Izyum-Barvenkova sector south
of Kharkov, the Red Army announced that its advanced
units had “repelled fierce enemy infantry attacks.” Mean-
time, the Nagzis blandly claimed that the operations south of
Kharkov had “developed into a batfle of encirclement,”
threatening “the bulk of three Soviet armies, including strong
tank forces.”

The Allied press comforted itself with the reflection that
the Russian assault on Kharkov might have disorganized the
Nazi timetable for a spring offensive. On the other hand,
according to despatches from Bern, German military cireles
predict that the Kharkov defensive will eventually develop
into a erushing Nazi offensive—the operations around Khar-
kov being an interlude between the Soviet winter drive and
the coming German offensive.
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Ministerial Change in Finland

Despatches from Helsinki announce the resignation of
Pekkala, SBocial Demoeratic minister of finanee and reputedly
& friend of the United States. Finland's outstanding Social
Democrat, Vding Tanner, has taken Pekkala’s place, while a
third member of the same party, Uuno Takki, will fill Tanner's
former position as minister of commerce. The Social Demo-
eratic party, torn between patriotism and pro-democratie
sympathies, in the past months has been an equivoeal factor
in Finnish foreign poliey. Inthe eabinet,according to reports
from Helsinki, Tanner has generally taken s stand midway
between Ryti and Witting—pledged to active prosecution of
the war to the bitter end—and Pekkala, who on several
oceasions has expressed disapproval of the German connee-
tion. With Pekkala now removed, the Finnish ministry
apparently has attained a greater measure of agreement on
the war issue.

Despatches from Helsinki continue to suggest, however,
that the Finns will take no offensive action this summer,
And despite reports of extensive German troop movements
to Northern Finland, informed sources apparently believe
that the Axis has insufficient land forees in the far north to
attempt an offensive against Murmansk.

DHzsenting Opinion on Nazi Plans

While Allied military opinion is almost unanimous in
predicting & German effort to eliminate Russia from the war
this summer, at least one close observer of Nazi air strength
sees Britain as the next goal of German aggressive intentions.
Taking the position that Hussia iz too extensive an area for
the Nazis to occupy profitably, he believes that Hitler is
likely to hold the Boviet forces for the next 12 months by an
active defensive, improving particular positions by minor
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operations against such points as Rostov, ‘E'ulfith a:bout 150
divisions the Nasis can neutralize Russia, while using 70 to
80 elite divisions for a decisive blow against England.

In predicting this attack, our observer cites an astronomical
figure for German air strength—more than double any of
the estimates now current in Allied inteﬂ:gen?e cireles, He
further envisages Nazi use of thousands of gliders for troop
transport. The invasion might well start, he _mncludm,
with the landing from gliders of innumerable guerrilla detach-
ments, who would avoid large population centers and mili-
tary eamps, and concentrate on capturing airfields and de-

ing lines of communication,
ﬂtr’?‘hm:;: }:n be little argument with our observer's conten-
tion that the conquest of Britain would be a more decisive
blow to the cause of the United Nations than thf: destrue-
tion of the Russian army. With the rapidly growing threat
in the west removed, Hitler could then turn all his i'omler;s
against the Soviet Union. But it is ubv_iﬂua that the N:?m
most logieal military move is not neceuaan_l:-r the most feasible.
Most military observers continue to believe that an at.ta.fak
on Britain this summer would be a foolhardy venture, while
a full scale offensive against Russia would be a risk well

worth taking.

The Nazi Propagandn of False Hopes .

ant radio claims of Russian successes—ostensibly
fmﬁtsl-s:iﬁ sources—may be simply & devlim of the Germm
to break down the morale of their enemies, acmlrdmg to a
despateh from London. Apparently these ISu'_nrlet Flauns,
faked by the Nazi radio, are caloulated to raise inordinately
the hopes of Russia’s allies—only to have these mplaﬂfadrhy
anger and mutual recrimination when they fail to nmtena]{ne.
This technique has the further advantage of later presenting
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the Germans with fictitious vietories, the report continues,
A similar technique of playing up the (very real) sufferings of
the Nagi troops in the Russian snows last winter misled
many people in Allied countries. The present program of
deception is apparently not unconnected with the current
rumors of & Nazi “peace offensive” and the loose talk of
“vietory in 1942" in the United States.

In g0 far as this American optimism is Axis-inspired, a
Swedish correspondent in London of Soeial Demokraten
discerns an Axis effort to stimulate over-confidence, slow
down the American industrial effort, and lessen aid to Russia,
The German radio, through its clandestine station, “Debunk,”
had itself corme out only this last week with “action” appeals
to Americans which lend credence to the view that this wave
of optimism is not unweleome in Berlin, The tenor of these
appeals is simple: work more slowly, produce less, use passive
resistance, and insist upon keeping troops, planes and ships at
home,

A Wave of War Optimism Comes to America

The past two weeks have witnessed a surge of war optimism
in this country. This American “vietory panic”, as our
Swedish correspondent dubs it, reflects various develop-
ments—reports on the Battle of the Coral Sea, optimistic
American official statements, the Russian “offensive” before
Kharkov, and a vague feeling that the Germans are seriously
wenkening and that the erack-up may not be far off, This
vein of optimism has developed despite the warning of the
President that the war will be long and that the press should
do its part by redueing individual victories to their proper
proportions in the larger pattern of the struggle. A high
point was reached when Newsweek carried as the title of its
lead article: “Chance for Vietory in 1942 Causes Allied
Hopes to Soar."
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Close observers of the German seene view such optimism
a8 unsupported by their estimates of the German domestic
and military situation or by any reasonable prophecy which
ean now be made. It would be idle to attempt to present
an over-all picture of the German situation, but the Appendix
deals with certain aspects of the picture to which the Coordi-
nator's office has recently devoted careful study.

Laval on the Mat

Onee again the Axis appears to be putting pressure on
France, and rumors suggest that Laval, checked on every
fromt, may be considering Important concessions to the
enemy. Laval had hoped to found a Latin bloe, some observ-
ers believe, based on his old close association with Italy.
Instead Rome has seized the initiative. With new vigor
she is demanding Nice, Corsica, and Tunis, “the rightful
fruits of victory.” It is stated in the press that Italy has
sent Laval a detailed note on territorial demands, and has
supported this by ssber-rattling reviews of 300,000 troops
massed in battle equipment near the French Alpine border,
News of increased activity on the part of the Italian Com-
mission in North Africa also Pomes from diplomatic sources,
and there is apparently much talk of the possibility of Italian
cecupation of Tunis, Nevertheless, despite all these reports,
it is still believed in some quarters that Mussolini may be
using this igsue rather as a way to resist sending men to
Russia, alleging the need of troops st home to take over
these French areas. Rumors suggest that Laval may be
willing to negotiate over Tunis, but it is doubted in some
eireles if the Italians would be satisfied with less than Corsica
and Niee,

Germany has apparently become increasingly dissatisfied
with Laval, and it is perfectly possible that she is using
these [talian demands as a lever to secure further French

11




SECRET

collaboration, just as she is using the sinkings at Martinique
to impose further strains on Franco-American relations,
Although the German press has expressed approval of
Ttalian claims, it seems reasonable to assume that the Nazis
would withdraw their support of Rome if France were to
make, for instance, important concessions regarding control
of the French fleet. Following up this line, press despatches
have gone so far as to suggest that Laval may be working
toward another of his famous compromises, to permit
German sailors to train at French naval yards and, it is
assumed, to familiarize themselves with the operation of
the French naval unita now at Toulon.

French officials in North Africa are outspoken in their
requests for American economie, and, if possible, military
assistance. In Tunis civil and military authorities are mak-
ing what preparations they can for resisting Italian designs,
though recognizing that any effective stand would depend on
outside support, Officials in Morocco feel that the Germans
eannot spare the troops and the United States cannot spare
the ships for invasion of that area. They have frankly
remarked that, should American troops land in the region,
the French would have to make a token resistanee to avoid
German reprisals; but these high Morocean officials insist
that their present cooperative neutrality is worth very con-
gidersble Ameriean economie assistance now,

Opinion af Dakar

At Dakar, where the French have thus far successfully
opposed Nazi infiltration, it is believed that the authorities
will obey any Vichy order sanctioned by Marshal Pétain,
according to a recent report of a reliable and well-placed
observer. The military, constantly training and on the alert,
are resolved jealously to protect their territory, moved by a
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mixture of patriotism and the habit of obedience to metro-
politan France, according to our source. They hate the Ger-
mans and hope for & Nazi debacle, but they scorn the British
for what is termed their hit-and-run attack of 1940, De
Gaulle is not popular, either as a symbol or as an individual,
Nor would the United States be welcome as an intruder,
Moreover, behind every opinion lurks the whites' constant
concern over the native problem—an unstable, treacherous
15 million who might become a very great danger and re-
sponsibility if the long-developed French eolonial control
were ever upset.

The Azis Moves in Libya

A large Axis armored column striking south of the British
positions around Bir Hacheim, a point about forty miles
southwest of Tobruk, has broken the relative quiet that has
prevailed in Cyrenaica sinee Marshal Rommel made his
exploratory thrusts on April 8. It is too early to judge
whether these operations are of major importanee, but they
follow a period when the aerial neutralization of Malta has
made possible reinforeement of Axis forees,

The action of the last few days apparently began with
General Walther Nehring leading the African Corps on &
sweep from Tengeder, on the southern end of the Derns-
Mechili line behind which Axis units have been concentrating,
A PBritish communiqué announces that the attack has been
met and repulsed.

This Axis advanee follows a period of stepped-up RAF
bombing, especially in the Martubs and Bengazi regions,
reports of which have indicated Axis movements in the
north.  Although there are rumors of a general Axis drive
in the Eastern Mediterranean, for which this attack to the
south might be a diversion, it seems quite probable that this
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Axis thrust is only a reconnaissance in force similar to those
of early April,

Turkey Pressed but Friendly

In Turkey the economic and food problems deseribed last
week have continued to be so acute that & rumor now suggests
that Saracoglu, foreign minister and & respected administra-
tor, may replace the present prime minister. ‘This would be
& move to quiet growing eriticism of the touchy food problem,
which was given a new edge by the recent one-third ecut in
the bread ration,

Apparently nothing in this situation, however, affects
military or political policy. An experienced Turkish diplo-
mat reiterated that the Turkish army, while probably unable
to repel the Nazis, would fight and would foree the Germans
to use 30 divisions, The Turkish semi-official press and radio
are cautiously neutral toward the Russo-German confliet, but
increasingly eordial and optimistic about the American Cause,
Even the pro-Axis Cumhuriyet allowed favorable comment
on our war effort. Current Turkish (and Egyptian) opinion
of the British is apparently mixed—unflattering with respect
to British land forces, but showing high regard for the
British Nawvy,

In the area to the south the Axis has stepped up its radio
activity, Taking advantage of the presence in Berlin of the
exiled Iraq premier, Rashid Al-Gailani, and the Grand Mufti
of Jerusalem, the Axis radio is giving more attention to the
coming of the Germans to “liberate’ Iran, Iraq, Palestine,
SBaudi Arabia, Syria and the Lebanon,

Mezico Enters the War

The significance of Mexico's entry into the war is above
all political, rather than military and economie. Properly
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capitalized, Mexico's participation might be a powerful
stimulus toward solidifying the entire hemisphere in the
struggle against the Axis. Axis propagands, especially in
Argentina and Chile, has had considerable success in con-
juring up the bogey of “Yankee Imperialism” and mini-
mizing the example of the small Central American republies
which have followed the United States into the war by de-
seribing them as “banana colonies” with no will of their own,
But Mexico is no banana republic.  She enjoys great prestige
&8 the champion of Latin American independence. Mexico
has proved time and time again that it is not afraid to brave
the wrath of the “Colossus of the North". Hence, it will
presumably be difficult to persuade Latin Americans that
Mexico is merely doing the bidding of the United States.

There is every indication that Mexico itself will assume an
active role in the task of promoting hemisphere solidarity.
Mexico's entry into the war represents the triumph of the
labor and liberal elements within the country over the con-
servative, clerical groups which have constantly obstructed
effective cooperation between Mexico and the United Nations,
The spearhead of the anti-Axis drive in Mexico has been
Lombardo Toledano, supported by the Confederation of
Mexican Workers (C. T. M.). Lombardo has undoubtedly
been the most important single factor in determining Mexico's
new status as & belligerent, and it is likely that he will press
that advantage both abroad and at home.

As head of the Confederation of Latin American Workers
(C. T, A, L.), with important affiliates in Chile, Argentina,
and Colombia, and with smaller branches in a number of
other Bouth American countries, Lombardo can be expected
to work through this organization to urge declarations of
war against the Axis throughout South America. This
eampaign may begin with a special congress of the C. T, A. L.
in Mexico City in the near future.
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At home, Lombardo and the anti-Axis groups can also be
expected to increase their pressure for a clean-up of Axis
activities and & eareful scrutiny of such organizations as the
[lnién Nacional Sinarquista, Aecion Nacional and other
smaller parties which are openly hostile or suspiciously cool
toward the United States and its allies.

Drvoughi and Rubber in Brazil

The eritical drought now afflicting northeastern Brazil
(The War This Week, May 14-21, p. 15) may prove to be &
disaster not entirely devold of benefits. As a relief measure
for the local population, President Vargas has taken advan-
tage of the situation to send additional laborers in to the Ama-
gon to work in the rubber forests. A Brasilian estimate
states there are some 30,000 laborers available for this
transfer. A decree has been issued providing transportation
by steamer from Fortalezs, capital of Ceara, to Belém at
government cost.  The Rubber Reserve Corporation of the
United States is paying part of the transportation costs by
river steamer to Manaos, and is assisting in the construetion
of barracks in that city to house the nEWeqMers. The
Brazilian government has also guaranteed the workers from
Ceara a wage of thirty milreis for each daily tour through the
rubber forests,

Mounting Crisis in Canada

Following the plebiscite of April 27, Canada may be on
the threshold of one of the gravest crises in its history,
according to & relisble observer just returned from Ottawa.
In the plebiscite of April 27 Quebee alone of the nine provinces
failed to release the government from its promises regarding
conscription for overseas serviee. The government, and
especially Prime Minister King, are faced with the dilemma
either of enforeing conseription against the will of Quebee and
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risking political disunity (or worse), or of postponing the
application of that measure and being turned out of office by
the English-speaking majority in Canada.

Dissatisfaction among Quebec's three million French-
Canadians—a third of the Dominion's population—is more
serious than at first supposed, and appears to be erystallizsing
into almost unanimous opposition.  The resignation on May
12 of the leading French-Canadian member of the Cabinet,
Minister of Transport P. J. Cardin, was followed on May 21
by the adoption of a motion, 67-7, in Quebee's provineial
legislature urging the maintenance of the voluntary system.
Although Mr. Cardin's resignation has been discounted as
the action of a disgruntled politician, the solidity of the pro-
vineial legislature is imposing, and its opposition might have
been even more radieally expressed but for the tempering in-
flugnce of Premier Godbout of Quebec,

English-speaking Canadians appear to have passed the
point where compromise is likely. Should Prime Minister
King—an adept compromiser—attempt to delay she enforee-
ment of overseas conscription, the more militant members of
his Cabinet, Minister of Munitions and Supply Howe,
Minister of Defense Ralston, and Minister of Naval Services
Macdonald, might now agree to shelve him. The only
alternative to enactment and enforcement of a conseription
measure in Quebec at all costs, according to the view expressed
by some English-speaking Canadians, is the exclusion of
Quebee from its provisions, either through non-enforeement
or by provisions in the law itsell. English-speaking Cana-
dians in genersl are opposed to this solution, however, as
creating an undesirable precedent.  All competent authorities
seem to agree that there is no immediate need for conserip-
tion, as the Canadian armed forces are getting all the men
they need by the voluntary system at present. Overseas
conscription is more than anything else s symbol of the total
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war that Quebec alone of Canada's nine provinees is unwilling
to wage.

Rumaors of Violence in Quebec

One alarming symptom of the gathering storm in Quehec
is rumors of possible violence, French-Canadians EX[ress
fear that the armed mobile units of the air raid warden
service, composed largely of young English-speaking hot-
heads, might turn into anti-French-Canadian vigilante
groups.  On the other hand, the wealthier Anglo-Canadians
in Montreal are openly saying that they expect their homes
to be attacked by French-Canadian mobs. Such rumors,
though probably completely unfounded, are an indication
of the high inter-racial tension now existing in Quebee.

Another disturbing factor is the virulent campaign sgainst
any implementation of the conscription law now being con-
ducted by the leading newspapers of the French-Canadian
nationslist faction, espeecially Le Devoir of Montreal. The
influence of the latter is especially great among the lower
elergy of the province, who form the forefront of the anti-
conseription movement,

Thoughtful French-Canadians point out=thst Quebec is in
a state of bewilderment. Having put their faith in the
[:ibera.l government's promise never to introduce conserip-
tion, they eannot understand -why that government now
appears to be repudiating its anti-conseription pledges just
as the Conservatives did in 1917. Public opinion in Quebec
has not been sufficiently educated as to the necessities for this
uait_e face.  Whether enough time remains for & campsign of
enlightenment is open to question. If nothing is done,
according to our ohserver, extremist demagogues—of whom
there are many in Quebee—will have an opportunity to disrupt
the province and might conceivably even try to bring about
BECessI0n,
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AFPENDIX

BEOME ASPECTS OF THE GERMAN MILITARY AND
DOMESTIC SITUATION

In recent surveys the Coordinator’s office has devoted esreful study to sertain
sepects of the contemporry Goerman situstion, both military and domestie.
First, on the military slde, evidence indicates that the British bombing eampalgn
I distinetly losa effective than preas comment would suggest, the Coordinator's
estimate on German caaualtics is much lower than those of the British, and the
Gorman ofl poaltion fs ahown to be stronger than in generally belioved,

Effecis of the Britivh Adr Ofenrive

A survey of the evidence by an air expert concluden that, st the present tempo,
the British bombardment will have no major effect on the German War effort
ngninst Russis between now and the time when operations are curtailed by the
winter., It is very easy, however, to exsggernte the mmount of damage which
would be done even if Anglo-American resources permit & notably heightened
tempo of attack, The blits on Coventry, moet suceessful of all, reduced the
town's activity index, based on electric power consumption, to 87 percent of ita
previous level. But elestric power consumbtion had returned to normal bn
about five or six weeks. The conclusion ls simple: the most damaging blits of
the war must be repeatod every fow weeks if the indestrial setivity of the target
area 8 to be kept down to o damaging level,

Ferman Corualiien on the Bussdon Frond

Optimistio estimates of German permanent easuslties on the Russian froot
from Britisk and other sources, run as high as 2,800,000, The eetimate of the
Coardinator's offee, however, is only about 1 400,000, This figure s ungues-
ticnably & conservative one.  Whils thess higher sstimates cannat be summarily
dimminsed, it fa believed that they are based on total casusliy figures which are
too high and that the breakdowns of thess figures utilise percentages of killed,
missing, and totally disabled which are too great s proportion of total casualtien.

It should be noted that any estimate of permanent loases dosa not include the
important factor of men in hospitals, What may be called the “hospital poal,”
in & period of large-scalo offensive operstions such aa the campalgn of last fall in
Russis, probably results in & constant drain of some 800,000-700,000 men on the
strengih of the German armed fores.

Tha German (M Porition

During the sseond half of 1941—at the height of the fighting in Rusis—Cer-
many's consumption of petroleum was approximately equal to Nesl produstion,
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acoording ta a study prepared in the Esonomics Division of the Coordinator's
office, while consumption last winter was considerably lower than eurrent output.

From June to December of last year, petroleum eonsumption of the German
ground and air forces on the Eastern Front probably amounted to about 430,000
tons s month—around 300,000 tons of which were for the ground forces alone.
Combat vehicles meeounted for about 70 percent of thin latter figure, supply
vebicles for the remainder. Divisions actively engaged in combat were reapon-
gible for more than 90 percent of the ground force consumption.  Of the 130,000
tons consumed by the air foree, almost all was for planes rather than for the
supply servioe.

During this same period, military consumption elsewhere than on the Hussian
front amounted to about 225,000 tone & month, with elvillan eonsumption 670,000
tons. The consumption total of 1.3 million tons & month was only slightly larger
than the estimated production rate. Thus petroleum production and consump-
tion were [n approximate balanee during that period of the war when Germany’s
milltary requirements were at their peak. At mest the Nazis made no more
than negligitle withdrawals from stocks.

Although this report has not studied the pericd from December, 1041, to March,
1842, an earefully as the preceding period, it seems unlikely that military consumg-
tion of petroleum during the winter amounted to more than 420,000 tons & month,
If civilisn eonsumption continued st the rate of 670,000 tona & month, total con-
sumption was approximately 1.1 million tons—as compared with a production of
1.8 million tons. The conclusion is inescapable that German petroleum stosks
last winter were Increasing st o rate of approximately 200,000 tons & month,

Parly and Army

On the German home front, the Coordinator has devoted particular atteation
to the relations of the Nazi Party and the Army, to the German food position,
and to German morale,

Certain writers have emphasized what they term & “lundamental opposition”
between the Party and the Army. But the old independent Wehrmacht no
longer exists, Since February 4, 1938, when Blomberg and Fritsch had to go,
the German army has been pretty efectively Nazified from the top downward.
For some year now the ontire young manhood af Germany has passed through
the pre-military training entrusted on January 19, 1039 to the SA. All the
younger classes now in the Army are the products of Nasf training and education.
Nothing is more certain than that the expansion of the 4000 commissioned officers
of the old Relchswehr into the hundreds of thousands of officers af the prosent
army has resulted in an immense strongthening of the position of the Nasi Party
in the Army. Military Attaché reports agroe that all the officers in the grades
from major downward nre solidly National Soclalbst,

The higher officers from colonel upward are still in the main the oficers of the
Reichawehr. Promotion in the German srmy is slow, even in time of war,
Very few Nazls have found their way into the higher and higheat grades. The
officers of these grades are above all professionals with little or o political tradi-
tion behind them, It was only due to the lack of political leadership on the part
of Hammerstein, Blomberg and Fritsch that the Army, unlike the Navy and the
Air Corpa, held aloof from the Natlonal Soclalist movement, Hitler made an
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end of that aloofness on February 4, 1038, and he did it without resorting to one
of Btalin‘s purges. The hostile officers were pensioned or graduslly eliminated.
It is safe to say that few erlemies of Hitler remain among the higher officers, In
the opinion of one very close and relisble observer of the German army, the
relationahip between the Party and the Army ls no longer an issue of fundamental
importanoe,

The German Food Porition

The April change In German rations gave rise to optimistio comments in the
press, aven suggesting that Nasi food shortages might soon be serioun. A recent
analysis of the German food position by the Economics Division of the Coog-
dinator's office, however, suggeatn & different situntion (The War This Week,
April 16-28, 1942, pp. 16-16). Germany's food position appesars to be cared
for through the year 194243, on the msumption that the same aress now avail-
able to her will continue to be. It is only after the end of the calondar year 1943
that the sltuation may become serious, and to n considersble extent this too may
be svoided by & further reduction in rations, particularly for fats and oils and, in
all probability, for meats, Buch reduetions might still be made without dealing »
body blow to the efficlency of the German military and economic machine.

Considerations of German Morals

Intimately allied to suck considerations ma food rationing and British bombing
in the problem of German morale, The view that serious fssures have already
appeared In the morale front and that the Alliss 'ean win the war by propaganda’’
is one of the favorite forms of contemporary wishful thinking,

It is unguestionably true that the German people, imbued with the notion that
they were embarking on & short war of brilliant but inexpensive conguest, have
been grievously dissppointed. The roverses and serious losses suffered by the
German Army in Russia must have had deep and disheartening effects on all
strats of the Cerman population, The prospect of another winter of war, and
perhaps atill another, is doubtless n nightmare to the great masses of the Cerman

le.

pﬂapn the other hand, there is no convineing evidense that German morals has
been seripusly impaired, A recent survey in the Coordinators office reveals
widespread support of tho existing regime in word and deed. There is grumbling
and some dissidence among the aged, women, Austrians, Bouth Germans, ardent
Lutherans and Catholics, intellectusls, Jews and cortain others. But apparently
there [s no justification for the view that the organizational efficiency of the regime
has been Impaired by this dissidonce, The widespread fear that, in the event of
defeat the German people will reap & peace of vongeanes, has undoubtedly con-
tributed to the creation of an sttltude of grim determination to see the war
through at all costa

Rerislance in the Occupied Terrilorier

Recent discussions of alleged German weakness lay considerable emphssls on
Mazl difieulties in the oceupied territories. Tho implieation is that certaln of
these countries mre already developing within them significant instrumeats af
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revolt and that they are, therefore, Increasingly ripe far Allied invasion
) . Thres
m.;t:;‘mmw in this lr.umn?hl;n[ul.‘r. Franos, and Norway. In neos of

controlling authority ce Nazxl nfly
s s enon) seem to be threstensd
The three fundamontal forces in Tiallan life, numely, the monareh: {imeludi
5 the
army], the fasclst regime, and the Catholie Church, appear to ba Lihvur. mdn:n be
:::iln AN uﬂuﬂ:-u.;lm“mnru:u Integrity of the kingdom and the power of the
RUVErTInen orelgn and d
gty iy I omestle enomies, according to one closs
The foreign enemivs include the nations with which Ttal
; v Is at war and also
include Italy's ally, Germany, whoss Ineressing power in the penlnsuls hr::};uu
of great concern to Italian ruling circles, At the moment, this eoncern takes the
!nr_m of limiting German control in Ttaly rather than of repudiating the German
allianee which, from many polats of view, has proved helpful to Italy (na, for
example, in the Greek and North Afriean campaigna), Curiounly encugh, even
in non-faseist or mild anti-fasolst cireles, Mussoling |s locked upon as a In;Iqu‘.
against overbearing CGorman contral [ Italy,

Monarehy and Church in Jtaly

Tha Bavoy Monarchy, with [ta deep roats in Italinn 1ife, still has
i I considersbles
prestige among the people and still commands the unguestioned loyalty of the
llnn'_i', our obesrver continues. The strongest eloments in the army appear to be
otact and to be still in Italy, The mennrehy and the fascist roglme nesd sach
aib:r.m ;.[‘:Mbe sure, oven if the fascist regime should fall, the monsrchy eould
|hmuppud. ve beonuse it might bo able to count on the army and wide popular
The Catholie Church and the faseist regime have been and mre on friendly
anrm-. he notes. The Church, even more than the monarchy, can pumus an
nd.apumlun_l. peliey, even i faacism should fall It must not be lorgotten that
the clergy in Ttaly—including the hierarchy—is predominantly Italinn and feels
& gru;Th flmu. ol patriotiam towards Ttaly.
e fear of national humilistion, of chaos a luti
the strong bonds whish unite the forces of m::::thn;mﬂ[?&f&ﬁ
&% the present time. No organieed sati-fascist mavement, strong encugh to seize
power, seemns to exiat in ]_fl.-l_-r today. Thers appesrs to be oo immediste prospect
:h.:“ﬂ:;uruu-l regime will be overthrown,
the above i subjoct to qualiieation dictated i
and [talinn situntion, our cheerver eoncludes. Thl:ya:ﬂhnmﬂmr ::.‘m:m.r.mi:::un
:a::h: the return of Laval to power has created an “apening Ihiﬂi?lﬂ'ﬂ‘dl the
riunity f i
mm:gp&ﬂin‘:f or & diplomatio anti-Nasl offenslve in Italy sinee that country

Confusion and Weaknens in Froncs

At least thres elemonta in the current French situation tend to disso
:r views of the early cryetallisation of FJ'E:H!I: :h::um tuu:h- N::;ﬂpl!ﬂin;:
uuﬂp::t::ﬂanzuunn of Laval remning undefined, Ho has vel to embark on
ey of collaboration. The second factor, & logical result of the first,
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is & confusion in the minds of the French people themselves. Reports from
Viehy suggoest that certain French eivilian and military suthorities, slthough not
in sympathy with Laval kimself, are still unwilling to belisve that he will piay
tho Germana' game completely.

The third factor in an apparent disinelinstion for organlzed revelt on the part
of the French masses. A recent roport from Viehy suggesta that the Freach
people will not dare to meve until the Amerlcans and British have established &
second front In thelr country. Such a lack of initistive & oot unconpected with
the widespread maloutrition in both sones of France. The United Nations can
searoely rely on men weakened by hunger spontanecusly to foment internal
revolt on any significant scala,

Polential Norwegian Rexistance

1t in clear that sinee Februsry thore has been s marked deterioration of the
relations between the Quisling regime and the people. Quisling, who is said to
have gained the support of & seant one percent of the people, has met mounting
hoatility winee the failure of his February trip 1o Barlin, This kas been sharpened
by his recent actions sgainst the clergy and teachers of MNorwsy, New food
reatrictions and persscution have also increased the provecstion to revolt.
There also exlsta an |ntelligent, disciplined Underground movement, ecgaged In
dimseminating information, planning sabotage, and collecting arma for the day
of Allled Invasion.

However, as & recent study In the Coordinator’s office shows, all this opposition
to Magl rule and thess preparations for armed revolt, do pot threaten Gormany's
present steategy in Beandinavia, It is the Quisling government, sot the German
gocupying forces, which is embarrassed by the unccoperativensan of the Norwegian
elvilians, Norweglans, who six months ago leoked forward to an Anglo-Americsn
invasion in the spring of 1042, now hardly dare hope for it this summer, Com-
mande ralds, while in theory s reminder to the Norwegians that they are not for-
gotten, have become inoreasingly embarrassing to the Underground, sinee they
offer an exoellont excuss to the Germans for widespread arrests in reprisal.  In any
wvent, they are caly local In charseter and do not afford an opportunity for the
Norwogians themselves to hamper Hitler's plans,

Bines February the Germans are stimsted to have raised thelr forces in Nor-
way to & total of about eight or nine divisions. They are steadily improving
communications, especially with the far north.  They are obviously in & position
to tighten up their control of the eivilian population at any time, &s is seen in
reported plans for elearing certaln coastal arcss. Thore is, moreover, eon-
glderable danger of any nction that would prematurely axposs the Underground
ta the Nasl suthorities,

In sum, it is clenr that Norweglan reslstancs b8 stifening sa the pressure (o-
cresses, and it may be that the detericrating position of the (uisling regime
will bring some kind of & governmental reshufling; but there does not sppear
to be any evidence that effective Nasl coutrol of Norway ks erscking, or will
erack unless there is an Allied invasion or & withdrawal of German forees.
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