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'oFFICE OF WAR INFORMATIO~~ ~ 
WMHJNOTON ,~ 

16 ;iovftmber 1942 

Lear ~r President.- -

A.'.'tor consultation 'Nith the State Md ,/ar Deport.J1>!lnt• it sel'lllOd to all con­

cer ned t ~<t no ono but you could •peal< with odoquate authority on this Darlan 

~a tte ti__ &nd, fur ther, that i t t his state.itent Rera to be nado at a pre.as confer­

ence it ohould be caref ully prepared . Pross conference• are butside of "1J' tiold; 

but I ~•• unable to J•t St ove (he luld ton• ht1T.~ Hith • cold) and • o •tarted to 

dr 3J't sorn.o SUJ.eestions !l!lYSelf . 

I a.m .sendine them t o you, via him . This encloaed draft co:i.taln:s r. g:oo:i de.:r.l 

of whnt ~.,.ou s nid to me t his mornin,J; also sori.e suceestions !l"om t he :Jecretary of 

.Stot.c ' from t.ht! 3eer~te ry or .1ar ' from Gi!neral Ei:tenhower (who had cabled G pr opose1 

;>r ••• r oloe• • before t he Joint Chie f• of St>.ff ~cidod that nobody below the top 

had t>Ptter say an,Yl. hi"8 ) and a few fran various po,opl•,. ~ , Oill. I hope these diver:ro 

lnerodlents r.iay here havo been •114kon up into a potable cocktail ; or that it they 

have not , yo'l.I and 3tevo Ifill at least !ind t hee useful source l'!i.at.ef"ial . 

Very truly, 
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l have approved 3eneral .:J.aenho•r' I 1ccept.ance or t~.e present !>(>litic&l ar­

ran::eoente in norU.em iJ'rica. O.lr enterprh• t~ere ts a purely ..Uitar;y oper1tlon; 

our objectives are 'i'Unia, Tripoli, and the Ceni:&n anrt Italian amee. .1e do not •&nt 

our atrikini: force to have to •pend timo reatorin:; order in Algeria anrl );orocco , 

Admiral Darian ' a proclo.ri>ation ••• usisted in rnakin:; this :r.oppine-up period 

unneceaur;y; •nd saved n?t cnly tilr.e, but Nll•rican llvea , ilia aaeiatancft his been 

accepted for military r eaeons; rnrt our decision• Nill cmtinue t o be r..ade m militnr; 

arounds until the military obJeeUves are attained . 

Political arran:e."<Cnts ~ado bet...,en local French lead~rs have been accepted as 

inourin;; the continuation o! tile ex.Latin.; trench adi:dnistratlcm in northern Africa, 

"1th which we have no 1<hh t o interlere. ilut eni;agennts u1e "1th A.l:Jirll Oarlan 

apply, without exception, to tl'le local situation only. 7e trill worl< with and fiaht 

beaide all Frenchmen ·who are ac;ainnt til.tler and the axia-a.~d th<>se are tho over-

wh<>lminJ r..ajority of the nat ion; we • oppose all Frenchmen 'Nho support llitler and 

the o.xia . J<o one in our &1'11\Y hi• any authority to discuss the future covornmont of 

France anti tho rrench ~ire. That coverMlllnt will be est.abliahE'd, and the eventual 

leader• of the nation will be chosen , both \n ""'t.ropolitan Prance and overseas , by 

the P'rench people th...,,ol ves, after they have been set free by Ute victor;y or tl:e 

United .. i.tlon.s . 

I have requested the liber::tion or all persons 1n nort!'tern Africa who had been 

imprisoned because they opposed the ertort of tlte ;;azis and thelr allies to daninate' 

t he NOrld, and the abroga tion or all l a'NS and decrees inspired by eneey (;OV~M\Ont~. 

or en..my irleoloi:ies . Deyond that, reports indicate that the French of northorn 

O.!ricu have oubordin•t~d nil polit1c•l <1uoations to the format.ion ot a c«r.mon front 

a;;ain•t the ccmaon eneey . Fronch troop• under the c""""'"d of U<>neral Giraud have 

already l'>oen in action 11Ja1nst thlt •~mo· in Tunisia, fi.:lhtin~ by t.•• side ot "'°eri­

c1n and &rltiah soldiers for the liberation ot their cou.~try . 
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I have app:roYed Genera l Ei• enho• er •a acceptance t or 

the time b•inc or t he preaent political arrangement• in 

Nor61lern and Weatern Atrica . 

I thorouahly under s t and and appr ove the reelinc iD 

the UD1ted Stat•• and Great Br i tain and az:iong all the 

United Ma t1on1 that 1n vi ew of the hiatory of the paat 

two yeera no permanen t arrangement 1hould be made with 

Admir al Dar l an . Peopl e 1n the Uni~ed Nati on• l ikewiae 

would never understand recognition or a r econstitut inc 

or the Vichy Government 1n France or 1n any French 

t erri t ory . 

We are oppotcd to Frenchmen who 1upport Bitler and 

the .lx.11. No one 1n our J.r:ry haa a117tautbority to d11cu.a 

the ru t ur e Government of France and t he French l!l:ipire . 

The future French GoYernment wi l l be established 

not by any individual, either in metropoli tan France or 

OYer sea a, but by t he French people the•1elve1 after t hey 
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have been set tree by the victory or the United lat1on1•. 

The present tempor ary arrangement 1n North and Welt 

At'rica is onl y a temporary expedient, Ju•tiried 1olely by 

~ the 1tres1 or battle. 
' . 
The present tempor ary arrangoment haa accomplished 

two military obJective1. The f irst was t o eave American 

and Brit11h live• on t he one hand, and French live1 on tile 

other hand . 

The 1econd was the vital factor of time. The temporary 

arrangement has made it possible to 1t:aA avoid a ~opping up 

period in Algiers and ?.lorocco wl1ich might have t aken a 

~onth or two to consWUIDate . Such a per iod would have • 

delayed the concentr at i on for the attack from the Wost 

on Tupi • , and we hope on Tr1pol1. 
' ' 

Every day of delay in t he current operati on would have 

enabled the Germans and Italians to build up a strong 

resistance , to dig in and make a military operation on 

our pa.rt ea1ential before we could win. 

• 
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Here again, many mor e l1vea would ha•te been loat e'ren 11nder 

the pr esent apeedy and undelayed attack. 

It r.111 alao be noted that French troopa, Ullll•r the 

co:noand of Gener al Giroud, have a lready been in a ction 

aBainat the enemy in Tun1a1a , f1ght1ng by the a ide ot 

American and British soldiers tor the liberat1on or their 

cowitey . 

Adlllir al Darlan'• pr ocl.aoation a1ei1 ted 1n lil&killg a 

mopping up period \ll'lllecesaaey. Tempor ary ••1•1••••~ 

arrangei:ients e1&de t:ith Ad:nir al Dar lan apply, wi thout 

exception, t o the current local situation only. 

I have requested the liberation of all persona in 

Northern Africa who had been 1n1prlaoned because they 

opposed the efforts of the Naa is to doainato the world , 

and I have asked for the abrogation of all lass and 

decrees inspil'ed by llaz1 Govc:rn::ienta OI' Naa1 1deolo11at1. 

Reports 1nd1oate tho.t the FrElllch of North Afl'ica a re 

subo:rd1nat1ng all political QUHtions to the forutioo 

ot sa a e om900 tront aga1n• t t ho comnon onUI)'. --
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