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~SUBMARY _REPORT

8trong current criticlem of government information
policles I-iul to etem in part from general editoriel dissat-
isfaction with the progress of the war. There ie & vigorous
?llmd for clearer and fuller news about the war and, at the
same time, for simplication and centralization of information
aotivities,

The ssteblished confldence of the Amerlcan publio
in governmental sources of informatlion may be diminished by
Prll;ﬂt editorial criticiem snd the spread of defeatist
rumore.

Coneldersble confuslon le shown in current comments
on complacency. Whether responsibility for the supposed com=-
placency rests with the people or with the government is not
made altogether clear. Undoubtedly, the public needs greater
clarification as to the urgency of the existing situation and
8 to Ethe ways in which 1t muet aselst the war effort,

There 1g & high degres of confidence in ultimate
vietory accompenied by growing uncertainty me to the duration
of the war, That a sense of urgency 1s felt by many seems
certaln, Urgency and complacency Are attitudes difficult to
igolate or measure; they shift rapldly with the changing
fortunes of war.

Avallable dats indicate that the Amerlcan people
feele frustrated rather then complacent. The public awalte

mobilization Aand resolute directlion of ito energlees.




il

The superficisl unity which sucoeeded Pearl Harbor
now seeme %o be ended, While the United Natlone concept has
general editorial acceptance, oriticiem of Britaln and of
Ruesia and complaint sbout the far-flung operations of cur
armed forces are now fostered by former J.m;l.ltl.unhtn.'

If raids along our coasts are a poseibility, further
efforts ehould be made to prepare the public for them and, at
the same time, To fortify it ageinst isolatlionist inelstence
that our foroes be spread thin for the passive protection of

our coaert llnes.




INFORMATION

The past fortnlght has produced & crescendo of complein®

tpeinet the information poliecies and agenciee of the government,

ihe burden of the oriticis: may be divided into four main

celegorien:

1.

2,

da

Inaggug;gx--*Th- Adminlestration is not giving an
mcourate pioture of the nation'e posd tlon to the
publioc," saye the New York Timee in a news story
of February 15th. This charge of ilnaccuracy
ranges from alleged minor distortione of fact

to the more general allegation that the govern-
ment hae failed to give the people & comprehen-
gl ve 'understanding of ite purpoeee and probleme
in the prosecution of the war,

angiifn;n--Tht commeneet, although the least
specific, of the compleinits leveled at the gov-
ernment!s informatlon policy is that it has
deliberately withheld bad news, Thie accusation
generally stems from the prohiblticn againet
blishing newe about casualties or maritlme
ogses, GSometimee it becomes more general and
concerns &n alleged fallure To give the true
ploture of ocur production difficultlies; there
are fairly frequent editorial grimaces over the
refusel to furnleh setatisetice on our ocutput of
planes, tanke, gune and other military oqulg—
ment. But thet & dearth of bad news actually
existe seeme effectually belled by even the
moet casual glance st the front pages of our
newspapers, Headlines may sugarcoat and broad-
caete may soften the stark reality of what has
happened in the Far East; nevertheless, he who
rune may read that Singapore has fallen, that
the Eaet Indies are gravely threatened, that
MacArthur ie carrying on & hopelese struggle
in the Philippines, &and that everywhere the
foroes of the United Natione are on the defen-
sive or in retreat,

%1;1%;*;—-# third species of complalnt ls

eveled againet the inflexibility of the army

and navy in rnlnllinf information of etrateglec
value, It ie commonly asserted ln naweprpera

and radlo breoadogete that the armed forces
withhold information which can be of no con-
ceivable value to the enemy, such as the looation

-y



of army oamps, the desi ticn of rtgztlng unite
or the logcation of battle lines on Batean
Peninsula. The most frequent complaint le against
the Navy for ite refusal to "tell the whole story
of Pearl Herbor.®

4, ggfgﬁgﬁi;gf--a final complaint of great antlquliy,
, s lataly been refurbished by the a8,
ie that government informatinn amgencles clog the
meilp with & surfelt of meaninglese handouts.
Editors mssert that much of the mimeographed
material which comes to thelr deske 1s of little
or no value and represents only & publieity
agent's effort to inflate or validate the busl-
negs of his particular agenoy.

Lonfusion

In the general indictment of the government's infor-
metion policies, there appzars to be & conelderable degree of
confusion between plein "information” end what the commentatore
gre inclined to call "morsle-building." It ie sgalnet the
'murals-bullding' effortes of the government that conservatlve
commentators lavelgh most vigorousely. They are eusplelous
that thess sfforts are designed to propsgate the prinoiples
of the New Desl., Consequently, they are very prone indeed
to digmies these as mere inetances of “boondoggling." In the
morale category aere ineluded meny of the activities of the
Office of Civilian Defense and of the Office of Facts and
Figureso,

There now appears to be a growing editorial demand
for simplification and centralization of the government's
inforsation activities.
kublio Hesotlon

There is plenty of evidence in the public opinieon
panpling results already presented in these surveys to indi=
pate that the American people feel that & good deal of vital
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informetion concerning the war 1s being withheld from them,
It 48 equally clear, however, that a declded majorlty of the
public has, in the past, &ccepted the withholding as wise and
necessary. That this latter belief will be mainteined in the
fece of the recent barrage of editorlal criticlsm and other
developments is, of course, altogether uncertalin,

But in the weeke Just preceding Singapors's Tall a
small sample showed the following pattern of public attitudes
on the gueation; "Are we gettlng & clesar newe ploture of the
wart"

19% ... Yes )

17% ... Yes; any mere oight help the ensmy &5%

avs YoB, too much, we h-lﬁing the enezy

27% ..., Mo, but more would p the enemy

8% ... Mo, too little newas }
7% ... No, inscourate news 27%

11% ... Mo ]

8% ... Don't know
COMPLACENCY

Dgfinition
Fress, radlc and individual epeakers have jolned

recently in & wave of assertions that the Amerlican publio 1s
complacent. The term “ccmplacency" ie almost always used
without definitlon. The sense in which commentstors generally
appear to employ it is that the public lacks awareness of the
periousness, urgency end magnitude of the probleme posed by
the war, Some blame this condition on the softness and emug-
ness of the public itself. A greater number, however, belleve
that the government, becauss of 1ts illngﬂﬁ fallure to glve

the publie full information, is responsible,




Complacancy 1& a peouliarly difficult attitude to
lgolate or measure. It is susceptible of confuslon with
confidence; and the border line between freedom from com- _
placency and defeatism le extremely tenuoue.

Bublic Opinion :

Fublic opinion sampling indicates that the American
publio retalne & very large messure of conviction that the
Unlited States 1s golng to win the war,

At the same time, however, there appears %o be &
growing uncertainty as %to the duretion of the war. The fol-
lowing table phows responsce on tﬁu different dates to the
question, "Regardless of what you hope, about how long do
you think the war will last": h

Dec. 26 = 30 Jan. 28 - Feb. 4

1 year or lese 14% 14%
13 mos. - £ years 27% 275 ;
26 moe. = 3 yeare 2683 17%
Over 3 years 28% 23%
Don't know 8% 18%

That the public has some sense of urgency about khe
war has been made manifest by the readiness with which it has
accepted inoiplent changes in ite living pattern. There have
been few lndications of dliscontent cver the sharply lnereased
inocome taxes to be colleoted next month, Restrictlione on the
gale of sutomobiles and tires seem to meet with general epproval,
The gharp upewing in the sale of defense savings bonds and
gtampe might be taken aes &nother indiocation of popular readl-
nees to participate in the war effort. According to a recent
Geallup poll, 68% of the sample answered in the affirmative to
the questioni "Should 10% of your ealsry hllllt apgide each
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pay day to buy defenee bonde for you?" Only 27% responded
negatively, with 7% undecided, Fifty-four per cent indicated
a willingneee to have 15% of thelr salary eet aeide for the
purchaege of defense bonds.

It 18 poselble, on the other hand, to draw an
inference of complacency from the satisfaction with which
the public hae, at leeet until lately, viewed the progress
of the war effort. According to trial tabulations of a
Gallup poll taken prior to Singapore, 74% of the people
answered "yee" to the question: "Do you think the United
States 1s dolng all it poseibly can to win the war?'; 22%
paid "no", while 4% expressed no opinion. Possibly it la
Blgnificant that those who answered affirmatively to the
game queption concerning the British effort amounted to
only 68%; 22% responded negatively, with 10% giving no
opinion. When thies guestion wees asked about the Husslan
war effort, the result was 85% "yes", evnly 3% "no", and
12%, no opinion. :

It 1eg essential to note, iln coneldering the prob-
lem of complacancy, that thie attitude, by its very nature,
is subject to frequent and rapld changes. Those who were
complacent prior to the fall of Singapore may very well
have been Jolted by that event into & sharp awarenese of
the sltuation, And, on the other hand, newe of & succeesful
American rald on Japanese bages may speedlily convert a feeling
of peseimiem or daaperntinn.inta one of high optimiem approach-

ing complacency.



In a purvey made in & Tew clties durilng late
January and early February, the following question was
msked: "How do you feel about the way the war ls golng?".
Thoee interviewsd were invited to make detelled and lengthy
gtatemente about thelr attitudes., A careful analyele of
theee responses makes 1t poselble to divide the prevalllng

oplnione into slx categorlea:

1, Peseimietic . « » » + = + 198
2. Mildly peesimietic . ., . . 10%
3. "Matter-of-Fsot" , . . . . 12%
4, Mildly optimistic. . . . . 33%
&, Optimietlc . « &+ « +» = & + 138,
6, Don't KNOW . ¢ s ¢ = « & + 138

Grouping the vaerious shadings of oplnion, it may be
gald thet 46% of the esample teke a fairly hopeful view of the
war, as opposed to 28% who are rather gloomy about our prospects,

Aeusone given in explanation of thelr viewpoint by
thoee who were essentislly optimietic reflected a good deal
of unrealistic thinking. A number based their optimlem on
the mdvances made by the Hed army, and the mosl common argu-
ment advenced waa thnt the enemy le cracking up.

The peseimiets, on the whole, show greater reallsm,
In general, they offer aa reasonz for thelr polnt of view,
America's fallure to prepare, inadejquate producticn, a&nd
inferior equipment for cur ircopse. About g% place the blame
on our allies. Only 7% ascribe our present poeltion to lend-
lesse policy; even fewer (2%) blame mansgement's fallure to
cooperate or labor interference (an additional 2%).

Data in & previgus study, confirmed here, indicates

that & fevorable jJob eituetion, with corresponding economic



well-being, is an important naurna.af general optimism. There
is evidence that workers earnlng better lncomes than they have
experienced for some time, tend to be the moet optimietic about
the progrees of the wer, This polnte to a difflcult task: War
workere whose relative ecoliomic wall-being leads them to opti-
miem must be made to feel that the war situation is extremely
sarious and that they muet make every effort to produce a
maximum of war goode &t thie time,

FRUSTRATION

It may very well be that the prevalling feeling 1s
not at ell one of complacency but rather of ite preclee oppo-
glte, frustration. It seems likely, in any event, that the
welter of criticlem whilich has suddenly been leveled at the
government 1e & result of a fallure to channel latent ener-
gles into conetructive effort. The ilnabllity to etrike at
the Japanese may account, in some measpure, for the current

" tendency to strike at the defecis in the government's con-
duct of the war.

Editorial writers assert, and public opinlon sampling
geems to bear them out, that the American people are ;;ndy to
meet any demande whlich the war may make upon them and are,
indeed, eager to take a part in defeating the enemy. But
much of the current telk within the Government, ae well as
in the preee, about putting them to work hae been on & morale
basle - that 1e to say, particlpation for the sake of partic-
ipation. It is & psychologlcal faot, of course, that partic-
ipation ie a producer of enthuslaem for the effort in which
it ie directed, A public, however, needs more than an



invitation to participate; 1t needs resolute direction, a
demand which challenges ite patriotlem, resolutlion and
genercsity.

The press uxprtuaaa; and perhaps reflects, an
extremely widegpread feeling that the government itsell la
exoeadingly confused as to what 1t le trying to do. Thie
feeling is based upon & belief that the government hae not
yet put itself upon a wartime basie and that it hae not yet
formulated waye in which to mobilize the most potent of its
resources - its own pecple.

. ISUNIT

Frese and radio give evidence of a growlng acceptance
of the United Natlons coneept, A great majority of commenta-
tors recognize that it is only through the Jjoint action of
those peoples who are ranged agalnst the aggreseor states
that victory can be achieved.

Nevertheless, the fall of Singapore has brought in
its trein a good deal of recrimination, directed particularly
at the Britigh. There is an exceedingly strong feeling that
lack of foresight and imagination were responeible for the
tragic loss of the British bastion, Revereee in Libya, To-
gether with the unfortunate escape of the Scharnhoret and
Gneisenau in the English channel, have added fuel to this
eriticiem. There remaine & high degree of admiration for
winston Churchill; but along with this ie & belief that
British military and naval commanders are sheckled by out-

moded doetrines of warfare,



Churchill'es Sunday broadcast received rather lese
accleim here than eny of hie previous addressee. Isolatlonist
newspaperes attacked the Prime Minister as having falled con-
sistently in &ll his milltary ventures and, naturally, made
capital of his admission that he had sought to bring about
the entry of the United States into the war. There are omens
that fuel ig ready to be ignited by such kindling.

The press attack on Britaln seeme to indicate a
renelesance of the old iesclatloniet attitude, Again one
gees in such papers ae the Chicago Tribune all the old com-
plainte concerning Britieh Imperialism. And it should be
added that other more liberal eources than thls newepaper
find their enthueiaem for the United Cause diminlehed by
Britain's fallure to pledge India a greater degree of ilnde-
pendence. Chieng Kal-Shek's encoursgement of Indian asplira-
tions seems likely to focus increased attention on thie theme.

The isoletioniste are sleo refurbishing the bugbesar
gbout the Bolghevization of Europe. They present a Rugslan
defeat of Germany &e an imminent poseibility and predict that
Stalin will supplant Hitler as the dictator of all Europe.

ARUBA

The Nazl U-boat rald on the leland of Aruba wae
treated sencationally by the headlinee but with relative celm
in editerial columne. Commentatore pointed out that the raid
demonstrated the ability of the Axle to attack our own shores,
yet found relief in the fact that American forces geemed to be

on the mlert and prepared to repel the attack,

.



There i1s now a general recognition in the prese that
defensive action will not sufflce to win the war for the United
Nations. Maeeing of strength for the selzure of the initiative
end for offeneive action is urged vehemently by most American
newepapers. And there appears to be some avareness of the in-
evitable corollary that the concentration of forces for offen-
give action will require the weakening of eome portlons of our
long defenslive line and the expoeure of them to Just such spo-
radic rai&n ae Took place at Aruba,

That the public recognizes the likelihood of ¥uch
rilds seemeg somewhat lese certain, Secretary stimeon's obser-
vatione on thie ecore received only secondary attentlon. The
Fresident's press conference warning last Tuesday was excltedly
headlined and may have served to produce the neceseary awakening.
Many newspapers, however, presented it as an attempt to shock the
public, thereby largely diminishing ite effectliveness,

So high a degree of security from alr attack seems
to be felt among the American people that a sudden and savage
raid on any of our citles might well produce serious panle,
followed by & demend for excessive naval and alr protection.
1f guch raids are conegidered & poseibility, 1t would seem
desirable that further efforts be made to prepare the publie
for them--and at the same time to fortify the public agalnset
the growing isoclationlet ineletence upon the concentratlcn
of our weapons at home for the waging of a purely defenglve,

or America First, type of war.
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Thie eurvey covers materiale
furnished by The Office of Government
Heports, The Public Reletions Bureau of
the War Department, Speclal Defense Unit
of the Department of Juetice, Forelgn
Broadcast Monitoring Service of The
Federal Communications Commiesion,

Labor Division of W.P.B. and a number
of other agencies public &nd private.
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SUMMARY REFORT

The United Netione concept ceedd to enjoy substentlal
acceptance by sditorisl writers and the publiso.

Apparently & mejority of people not only mccepts
the ides ss &n sxpedient for winning the wer but ie in Tavor
of active collaboration by tﬁn Untted Stetes with other netlons
in & world orgenizstlon after the war.

Editorisl opinion i showlng & tendency to recognize
thet the status quo can pever be restored in pcig and Lo think
in terme of & wer for the liberation of gll the world, sagard-
legs of rece. However, gtatements by Allied leaders on this
{geue have besn somewnsl gonfused.

Thers 1 & considerabls dsgree of hostillity To
Britgin, This ie especially true in the middle Lnoome ErXoups-
only @ emall fraction of the people TavVoring aotive pertlolipe-
tion in world affairs after the war feel ln thin gonnectlion thal
the United Stotes and The British Empire should pombine AR one
English-speaklng natlon.

Axie propegands, of course, ploys upon the differenn2s
or letent dlstrust exleting SmCTE Us. The surrency given
delibarately or ipadvertently to the enemy “1ina" by domertic
press snd redio 15 not extensively and eystematically combatted
by a full an2 wide dleoclosure of the True naturs of our enamy.

Tha superficisl unity following Fsorl Harbor is not

only gone buf the pentirent favering acueptance oOT genaideratlon




THE UNITED NATIONS CONCEPT

Editerisl Opinion
In recent comment on the war, and partiocularly in reactions to
the President's speech, a majority of the American press has shown
genuine enthusiasm for the United Nations' idea. ihn assoclation
among the countries ranged againet the Axis has been viewed, not
merely as an expedient and transient alliance, but 1in large measure
as & real partnership likely to endure after the wer has ended.
Although oriticlem of some of the associated natlons, especlally
Britain, has lately been of a most vigorous nature, American com-
mentatore have been inclined to acknowledge that the United States
1s equally guilty of the faults which they assall. On the whole,
the press has sought to avoid recriminations, recognizing that unity
among the Unlted Nations le indlspenanblu to victory.
Fublic Opinion
Edltorial appreciation of the United Nations' concept 18 matched
by & growing public feeling for international gooperation. A
recent study prepared Dy Predric Williame and Hadley Cantril on the
pasie of Gallup poll data shows that a great majorlity of the American
people appear to Dbe internationally-minded and feel that this
country ehould take an active part 1n Hnrldlaffairl when the war ls
over. The following division was obtained in response to the question,
"which of these two things do you think the United States ghould try
to do when the war 1@ over?"
4 of National
Total
Stay out of world affalrs &s much aes we can, or 2l

Take an active part in world affalrs? 69
Undecided %Q
100



of & pence offer from Germany, even DY Hitler, is by no seans
insignificant. Thle attitude ig strongest in the Esst-central
snd West-central states.

There if incresned concern about Japen end & growlng
recognition of the probability of & long War.

While a unJurity.of the public appears %e feel that
the Government is Eiving 1% as such newe of the fighting and
production fronts ae ie consletent with natignal seourity, ®
gubstantisl minority dietruste this information &as depigned
to make the sltuation look btrighter or darker than 1T

sotuslly ia.
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Those urging an active port in world affsirs were ssked: Which

of these statements comes closest to what you think we should do?
% of Natlonal

We should do everything by ourselves that lse Total
necegeary to protect our own national in-
tereste wherever they are 18

The United States and the British Empire should
gomblne ae one Englieh-speaking nation

The United States, the Britieh Empire and gther

natione should form & world orgenization 43
Other 0.2
Ho Oplinlien 1.8

The first of these Eroups evidently can be consldered only on
the borderline of internaticnal collsboratidn; theirs appears to be
essentislly sn imperiallet view of Americe's share in world affairs.
But the plurality preference for world orgenlzation &8 contraeted
with simple Anglo-American collaboration may be regarded as gtrikling
acoeptance of the United Nations' concept.

It should be noted that when the group favoring world organlza-

tion was asked if any countries should be excluded, about 40 per cent

of them snewered "Yes". Moet of these favored the excluelon of
Germany end Japan, some of Itely:; only a very pmall percentage,
3 per cent, would exclude Ruesla.
Axis Propaganda

In the face of the manifest trend of public thinking toward
world integration, certaln disunifying influences remain actively
at work. Moet obvious among these ls the influence of Axle prope-
ganda. By meane of ghortwave redlo, the Axie le busily endeavoring

to foment distrust of one snother Among the United Netions. The
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eirculation attained by the Axis propagandists 1e difficult te
meagure, No suthoritative flgures are now avallable as to the ex-
tent of llistening to shortwave broadoasts from snemy sourc#e in the
United States, although a study on thle gubject is in progress. It
may be pointed out, however, that the effectiveness of radlo as &
propaganda instrument by ne means depends upon direct audition; the
content of Axis shortwsve brosdcasts continues to recelve wlide
ciroulation in the Unlted States through the media of domestlc
radlo =tations and dally newspapere. Conveyed through these medla,
the propaganda recelves an imprimatur of respectablllty and authen-
tiecity which it does not possess when its source is clearly recognlzed.
Axls attempte to promote disunity take three directlone:
1. To create fear of the spread of Boleheviem;
2, To play upon the latent distruset and dislike
for Britein in the Unlted States,
3. To undermine confidence in the United States
Government.
All three of these purposes are ably obetted by the isolationlst

elements in the Amerlcan preess.

Hostility %to Britaln
That & -onalderable degree of hostility to Britain exiete in

the United States is made evident by publle opinion sampling.
Another study conducted by Williams and Cantril based on polling
conducted during the week after February 4 ghows the following
divieglon on guesticne regarding attitudes toward Britain: "Some
people eay that the Eritieh are largely to blame for our being 1in

this war. Do you agree or disagree?”



€ of National

Total
Agree 24
Digagree &80
Qualified Anewer i 2
No Opinien 14

"Do you think the English will try to get us to do most of the
fighting for them in thls war, or do you think they will do thelr

fair share of the fighting?"
% of National

Total

Will try to get us to de o2
thelr fighting

Will do thelr falr share b8
of the flghting

Lualified Answer 1

Ho Opinlon 8

A break-down of those answering the gecond query showe thatl
persons under 30 yesrs of age are most inclined to belleve that the
Britigh will do their falr share of the fighting and that the bulk
of distrust of the British 1g within the middle income group; the

extremes of opinion are:

Feople Under 30 FPeople Over B0
(Upper Income) (Middle Income)

Will Try To Get Us Te Do Thelr
Fighting 15% 44%

Will Do Thelr Falr Share 778 49%
The same survey affords enother indleatlon of the distrust felt

.in this country for the Britigh. In response 1o the guestion "Do
you think the Britieh are dolng all they poesibly cen to win the
wer", 63 per cent eaid "Yee", 27 per cenl gald "No", while 10 per
cent exprrseed no opinion. An almoet squal percentage, although

not the same people, volced the same diseetisfectlion with the war



effort of the United Statee. Asked if this country was doing all
it poseibly can do in the war, 25 per cent gald "No", 71 per cent
gald "Yeg", with 4 per cent expressing no opinieon.

Attitude Towerd Ruseis

The division of opinion in respect to the same questlion about
the Ruselan war effort provides an interestlng contrast; 88 per cent
of the pample feel that the Russlans—are dolng all they possibly cen
to win the wer, while only 4 per cenl dlsagree with this view &nd
B per cent hold no opinion on the subject.

This high degree of confidence in Russia's war effort finde
reflection in ourrent editorial comment, MNewepaper reactions to
Premier Stalin'e anniversary Order of the Dey to the Red Army reached
s new high level of friendliness toward the Soviet Union., There
were Tew hostile mllusions to Communiem; on the contrary, moet
comments pralsed the reallsm and determination of the Ruesian leader
and the devotlon and fortitude of the Rueelan people,

At the present time the prevsiling expectation ls thet the
German epring offensive will shatter the recent Ruselan gainas; how-
ever grestly headlines hzve dramatlized the Hed Army'e counter-
of fengive throughout the winter, editorial appraisals, psrtlcularly
of late, have tended to minimize 1t. Only ieclotionlet newspapers
have pictured the Russlane as being on the road to victory; end thie
plcture hae manifestly been presented in an e ffort to inatill a
fear that Communism will spread over the whole of Europe, and to
meke ug feel the Nezis are no longer & menace. It ie altogether
poesible that a lsrge scale FRussian success in the epring would

bring in ite train a gresatly inoressed hostility toward the Soviel
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Union; friendlinese toward the Russlane now may be gympathy for an
under-dog, ae well as recognitlion that they have effectively checked
the Nazi drive.

India

One more manifestation of the United Natione' idea should be
noted here. The statement of Indlan aspirations for independence
mede recently by Ceneralliseimo Chiang Kal-Shek hae received a great
deal of editorial attentlion.

The realization of Indian hopes 1s generally supported by the
American press, not only &s & means of procurlng the full mobillzation
of Indian resources on the side of the United Nations, but &lso be-
gceuee of a genulne deeire to promote Indian freedom. Moet com-
mentators polnt with pride to the American golonlal record in the
Fhilippines and feel that the Britieh might well emulate 1%t. Many
of them now recognlze that the status guo can never be restored in
Asla, &nd some are beglnning To think in terms of & genulne democratlo
war for the liberation of all the world, regardlees of race, creed
or coler,

THE "TURTLE" BLOC
Editorial Opinion

The ehelling of the California cecastl by & Japanese submarine
wap heralded by the bulk of the press as sonfirmation of the
Fresident's view thet "The broad oceans ...... have become end-
less battleflelds."

Only a very small isolationlet segment of the press, and thls
somewhst diffidently, suggested that we should bring our naval
forces home to ward off such attacks upon our shores. It seems

likely, nevertheless, that thls minority will grow more vooel as
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the early effects of the President's admonition fade aweY.
Axls Propagsnds

Axis shortwave broadcoets arewrking vigorously toward thle
end., Berlin, Tokyo and Rome radicse magnify the attsck and the
damage inflicted, representing the Amerioan people as "very much
alarmed", This magnification of the raid has been broadcest zeal-
ouely to South America and to China as evidence that the Unlted
States Nevy ls incapable of extending 1ite protection.

In their efforts to promote isolationist and "turtle" feeling
in the United Stetes, Axis radios have been meking liberal use of
guotations from speeches DY Americsns., Thus, on a beam to Latin
America, the Berlin radlo brosdesst, "ssnator Waeleh demande that the
United Stetee Navy come home and protect the nearly defenselessa
ghoree of North America alone. If they do this, how can these
Yankee gentlemen guarantee the defense of South American cosets 1ln
return for Ibero-Americen entry into the wer?! Radlio Foma asserted,
"Senator Walsh stated that the Fscific, the Atlantic end the Gulfl
of Mexigo coaste of the United States are practically without
defenders, adding that 1t may soon become necesesry to call back
for the neceseary defense of these cosets what Senator Walsh called
iour weakened American fleet'." Senator Hiram Johneon was quoted ae
expecting another Fearl Harbor catastrophe off the Weet coasl,

The Igolationist Core

During the month preceding pearl Harbor, the extreme opponente
of the Administratlion'e foreign pollcy were graoduslly whittled down
to what may well be an irreducable minimum, It represented &pproxi-

mately one-fifth to one-fourth of the population, For those included



within this group, the term "ipolotioniet" was wholly & misnomer.

The group consisted in the moin of three elements: genuine pacifists,
Fesoclsete or pro-Fascists eand die-hsrd anti-New Denlers who cerried
their bitterness againet the Administretion sc far as to be hostile

to any policy which 1t endorsed.

Public opinion research shede some light on the composition of
this die-hard "turtle" group. In numbers it appears to be just about
the egame size &s it was prior to Fearl Harbor -- an indicatlcn that
its conetltuents are not liable to a change of heart or mind on any
basis whateoever.

Two weeks after Pearl Harbor, about one-tenth of the people
in the United Stotes were in fevor of sccepting & peace offer made
by Hitler on the bosis of his leaving matters os they then stood.

In the latter part of January, when a sample wae aeked "If Hitler
offered to stop the war now and discuse peace terme with the Allles,
would you favor or oppose accepting Hitler's offer?", 12 per cent
gald thaywre in favor, 81 per cent were opposed, with 4 per cent
undecided, and 3 per cent glving qualifled answers.

A larger percentege of the public would be in faver of making
peace with the CGerman army, 88 dletinguished from Hitler himeelf.
when sgked "If the German army overthrew Hitler and then offered to
gtop the war and discuse peace Terms with the Allies would you favor
or oppose accepting the offer of the German grmy," 30 per cent wers
in fevor, 61 per cent oppoeed, & per cent undecided, with 3 per cent

glving qualified anewers.
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That a substantial portion of thoee favoring peace on elther of
these bages sre out-and-out Fascist sympathizers le made evident by
their response to the guestion "If the Allies accepted the German
pesce offer snd etopped the wsr now, do you think the peace gettle-
ment would mean a victory for Cermany, or a defeat for Germany?",
twenty-nine per cent said 1% would mean a vietory for Germany, B0
per cent sald it would mean defent, 21 per cent admitted they didn't
know. Thies means that about 10% of the total would make pesce
now on the enemy's terms, &nd thet about 15 % think we could make
peéce NowW on our own or compromise Terme.

A geographical break-down, prepared by Cantril and Williame, of
those favoring the dlscussion of pesce terme with the Germen army
revesle that they are predominantly those living in large cltles
and in the Esst-central and West-central states.

PUBLIC THINKING ABOUT THE WAR

Figures obtslned thls week reveal 8 merked shift in popular
expeotations 2& to the duration of the war, There le & gharp
decrease in the number of those belleving that the war will be over
in two years or lese and a corregponding incredare AMONE thoee
anticipating & long wer, over three years. The following table
ghows the resulte of three nationwide OFF polle based upon
interviewing at differant dates!:

Dec. 26 - 30 Jan., 28 - Feb, 4 Feb, 16 - 23

Under & monthe » . .B%)

& monthe - 1 year 40.8% (12.9 12,1 7.8 ) 28.1%
13 months - 2 years (e7. 26,56 19.9 )

25 monthe - 3 years 26.4 16.4 21.6

37 monthe - 4 years 12.8 6.8 10.8 g

49 months - 5 years 27.9% ( 9.4 2,9 11.6 ) 44.6%
Over 5 years E.9 6.6 12.6 )

Don't know 4.9 19.9 16.8
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At the same time there 1s & good deal less certalnty as to
the outcome of the war, A marked decreace le dluunrniblé in the
percentage of thoee believing that the United States will win
without aquestion, while there lg & nnrriiponding riee both among
thoge who Teel thst the vigtory may not be altogether declesive
or thet the result will be a stslemate. Following 18 & compari-
gon of public responses on thie teplc at different dates: "“Whlch
of theee etatements comes closest to the way you feel the war

will end?"

m. There is no question but thst the United States and
har Alliee will win the war &nd be able to write the

peace terma.

Dec, 26 - 30 68,68
Feb. 16 - 23 54, 8%

b, We will win the war all right, butl the losere will
be strong enough so we will have %o make gome oon-
geselone too.

Dec, 26 - 30 22.4%
Feb., 16 - 23 30.8%

o, We won't be defested, but nelther will the Axis --
the war will end in a draw.

Dec, 26 - 30 3.9%
Feb, 16 - 23 6.6%

d, I am afraid the Axie powers will have & pretty good
chance to win the war.

Dec. 26 - 30 9%

Feb. 16 - 23 3,08
e- Don't Enow,

:‘Hh 25 - Eﬂ 4~|'5ﬁ

Feb. 16 - 23 4.2%

The concentration of attention on Pseific fighting 1s reflected
by an ingreased public digposlticn to regerd Japan elther as our

prime enemy or as equal in lmportance with Germany. The following

L e e oaa s s a A dm Fhiia AiPeaElon?
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WHICH DO YOU THINK THE UNITED STATES SHOULD CONSIDER
ITS NUMBER ONE ENEMY - JAPAN OR GERMANY?

December 26-30 (Don't know)
(6,1%)
Jan,.28 -~ Feb.4
(9.7%)

February 16«23

EIRE
Although there heae been & greot deal of public and editorial

diecuselon of Eire'e relationshlp to the war, the rather surprleing
fact le thet only about one-half of the people of the United States
heve any knowledge of what thle relationshlp actuslly ie. In
regponee to the queetion "Do you happen to know whether or not the
Irieh Free Stste (Elre) hes gone to wer againet Germany," 48 per cent
of a national sample answered "No", 2 per cent sald "Yee", while
the entire balance, 50 per cent, found themeelves in the "Don't
know" column, MNew Englanders proved to be best informed on this
topic -- no doubt because of the high purnanﬁagﬂ of Iriap Among
them; G4 per cent in thie mrea knew that Elre iu & non-combatant,
But in the South only 40 per pent were aware of the Irisgh position.
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These figures provide a rether ctartling indlcatlon of the
degree of populsr indifference sometimes msnifésted toward iesues
which seem to be of prime political importance. They should be
consldered in evaluating published Oallup poll results respecting
Eire. Of those awsre of existing Irish neutrality, S0% "would
like to see the Irieh Free State let the Allies use war bases along
the Irish coaet", while 71 per cent feel that the Irish Free State
should "Joln the Allles in declaring war againset Germany." Irleh-
Americene, & majority of whom a year &go voted agailnst ocbrogatlon
of Eire'e neutrality, now record themeelves ae 56% in favor of an
Irish declaration of wer against Germany and 72% in favor of let-
ting the Allies uee baees along the Irlsh coast.

INFCRMATION

Fublic feeling about the Government's output of information
is freshly reflected in the results of & limited telegraphle
poll, besed upon small seample and taken in a limited number of
places on February 21 of thie year. In response to the guesticon
"Do you think the Government is giving the public as much lnfor-
mation &s it should about the filghting in thle war", 68.3 per
cent said "Yes", 22.7 per cent sald "No", 9 per cent were in
the "Don't know" column.

When this questlon was steted inversely, "Do you think the
Government could give ue more information about the fighting in
this war without helping the enemy," & slight variation resulted,
The number snewering "Yesg" wae 28.6 per cent, those answering
"No" smounted to 63 per cent, with the "Don't know" group at

8.4 per cent,
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- 8imilar queetions were asked sbout information on the
prodietion program e followe: "Do you think the Government is
giving the public ese much information &s 1t should about our
production program here in the Unlted States?"

YES: 63.7% NO: 26,38 DON'T KNOW: 10.0%
Do you think the Guvarnﬁunt gould give ue more informatlon
about our production program without helping the enemy?"
YES: 28.8% NO: 63.0% DON'T KNOW: B.4%
A6 0 the sccuracy of the Government's information the
following results were obtained: "Do you think the wer news
the Government doee release is accurate, or thrt it makes the
gltuation look better than 1t reslly 1s, or makes 1t look
woree than it reaslly 1lg?"

Accurate: 38.3% Looks better: 35.4% Looks worse: 10.4%
DKy lﬁlgi

Do you think the news the Government does release about
our production program is sccurate, or that 1t makes thea
gltustion look better than it really 1s, or makes 1t look worse
then 1% really 1a%"

Agcurate: 48,.2% Looks better: 26.5% Looke worse: 11.5%
D, K.: 13,7%

While these data may be taken to indicate & falrly high
messure of popular satiefootion with the quantity of the
_government's informatlon on the fighting and production fronte,
they aleo reveal a significant distrust of the quallity of this
informstion. ' A considersble portion of the public eeems in-
elined to diegcount news from offlcisl sources ao averly
optimietic and & emaller but not negligible minority feels that

the covernment ia palnting too desrk a pleture.
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POLICY STATEMENTS

.Hnuu degree of confusion appears to exist &s to the poliey of
the United States end of the United Natlions on two lssues now clalm-
ing public attention. There are dlsorepsncies between the
authoritatlive statements mede by the chiefs of the American, Britleh
and Chinese governments respecting the nationaliet aspiratione of
the Indien paupln.. And uncertalnty exiets as to the attitude of
the United Netions in dlstinguishing between the German pecple and
the Hazl government.

Both Hitler and Goebbels have sought to persuade the German
people that the United Natione are waglng wer, not merely agsinst
the Nszi government, but sgeinet all Germens, In hie anniversi&ry
Order of the Day to the Red Army, Premier Stalin endeavored To
ghatter thie impreselon, st least as fer &s the Soviet war effort
is concerned, But the policles of the United Stotes and CGreat
Britain have never been entirely clerified on this acore.

A comparison of authoritative statements on thie subject and
on the subject of Indian independence will be found in the appendix,
FRESIDENT HOOSEVELT'S TALK
The Fresident's radlo address of February 23 recelved the
higheet radio audience ever recorded (78,1 per cent), with the single
exceptlon of his broadcast on December @ which exceeded 1t by only
.9 per cent. A minute by minute check on the audience in 32 cltles
from coset to comst showed thet the sudience grew as the talk pro-
gressed ond wse larger at the concluelon than at the ocutset., This

fect seeme noteworthy consldering the hour at which he spoke -- a

time when radic attention is normally at a relatively low ebb.
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Morning newspapere of Februsry 24, of course, geve the speech
banner hesdlinee, slthough & majority of the press pleced it in
& posltion elightly subordinate to news of t.e Japsnese submarine

rald on the Californla coast.



AFFENDIX 1
Authoritative Statemente Concerning India

Foint 5:

“They respect the right of all peoples to choose the form
of government under which they will live;....."

Great Britain China United Stateg

;;njigggg_g*_l%jl- Churchill - "The Joint Declarstion (Atlantic Charter)
' es not clerify in any way, the verioue etatemente of policy which
have been made from time to time about the development of coneti-
tutional government in India, Burme or other perts of the Britiesh
Empire . ., . At the Atlsntic meeting, we had in mind, primarily,
the restoration of soverelgnity, ;ulf-gnvurnnent and national
life of the stetes and netione of Europe now under Nazi yoke , . ."

E!thanxﬁﬁﬁ_liize Under-Secretery of State for Indls and Burma -

e have . . ., invited Indlsn lesders of all shades and oplnlon

to get together.to formulste some scheme whereby an Indlan
government or govnrnm'ntn may be formed, to which we can transfer

power, end we haye given assursnce that the tranefer will take
place ae esrly as poesible after the war."

Elhmﬂ!:x'zifﬁggjz- Chiang Kal-shek "I hope
Britaln, w ut walting for any demand on

the part of the Indlian pecple, as epeedlly
ag poseible will give them resl political
power eo they will be in a poeltion to
develop further their spiritual snd material

strength."
Runnaveft iiu of the Unitud.

Netione are agreed on
certain broad principles
in the kind of peace we
geek, The Atlantic Charter
applies not only te the '
parts of the world that
border on the Atlantice,
but to the whole world."



' APPENIIX I
Authoritative Statesents Concerning Derman People wo. Mazl Hegime

BRUSSIA

Stalin, Pebruary 23, 19h2

"Oocasionally the fore

ign

press angages in prattle to
the affect that the Red Army's

aim is to exterminate the

Ger=

man people and destroy the
Oarman State. Thias is, of
eourse, a stupld 1ie and a
witless slander ageinst the
Red Army. The Red Army has

not and cannot have such
tic aims. The Red Army's

idio-
alm

is to drive out the Oerman oo-
cupants from our country and

liberate Soviet soil from
German fascist invaders.

"It is very likely tha
war for liberation of the

1ot land will result in custing

the

t the
Sov-

or destroying Hitler's clique.

We shoold welcome such an
oome .
lows to ldentify Hitler's

out-

But it would be ridicu=

cliqus with the German people

and the Oerman State.

the Jerman State resain.

History
shows that Hitlers come and go,
but that the Oorman pecple and

OHEAT BRITAIN
(Empire

) UNITED STATES

Atlontie Charter, August 1, 191

Podnt 6.

"gfter the final destruction of the Nasi

tyranny, they hope to see established a peace . . . "

Folnt 1.
territerdal or otherwise.”

Point 2.

"Their countries seek no aggrandizement,

"Thay desire to ses no tarritorial changes

that do not accord with the freely expressed wishes

of the peoples concerned.”

of access, on equal terms, to the trade and to the
rew materisls of the world which are needed for their

sconomlc prosperity.”

Resclution of Allied Gow- Roosevelt, January 6, 1942
Broments, June 19, 196l

i ] il

"That they will continus
the struggle against Ger-
man or Italian agression
until wvictory is won..."

ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬂ,mﬂ,

CERMANY

—_—

Hitler, January 30, 1942

"lur own objectives are

clear; the cbjective of
smashing the militarism
imposed by war lords upon
thelr enslaved peoples

foosevelt, February 23,

P
T The "Union® of the Unit- — "We and the other

ed Naticons "is based upon
the principles of the At-
lantic Charter; it aims at
the destruction of Hitler-
ism in all its forms and

manifestations in all cor-
nars of the globe."

United Hations are com—
mitted to the destruction
of the militarism of Jap-
an and Oermany.”

"We Oermana cannot

:
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My dear Miss Tully:
¥r. Macleish asked me to send you a copy
of ths latast Survey of Intalligence Materisls pre-
pared for the Director of the Office of Facts and
Flgures and Committes on War Informetion. You will
find the copy enclesed herewith.
Sincersly yours,

E. Esith Kane
Assistant ator
In Charge, Bureau of
Intelligence

Miss Grace Tully,

Bacretary,

Pregident of the United States,
The White House

Washington, D.C.










SUMMARY REPORT

"

Underlylng nationsl unity oan be geuged from the degree
of public participation in the war program, 8lightly more than
two-thirds of the American people now feel that they are help-
ing, in some measure, to win the, war.

But of these people, many seek additionsl means of ahar=-
ing in the nationsl effort. And the nadeseary econtribution of
othere has not yet been enlisted. It seems olear, therefore,
thet the pressnt level of public perticipaticn ig not adequate to
gustaln thet feeling of united sction which 1s ths sssentlal
foundation of morale.

There is resl anxiety among Weet coast resldents in re-
gard to the alien problem. Ho such degree of hysteris exiete
@g the press hes suggeeted but the pitustion demands prompt
snd oareful sction, There i scme approval of Government action
to date but meny went further action taken ageinet both Japanese
subjecte and netionalized Americens of Japanese parentege.

The bottom of the trouble in Detroit lies in the desrth
of houeing fecllities and & genuine race gntagoniem of the Foles
for negroes, aggraveted by epeclal interests, There is & real
denger that trouble will spread unless negro gonfidence in demo-
erstic justice is restored,




Radio networks have not featured the Treasury's tax pro-

posals ae the newspapers have in the past week. Thie deficienoy

might be corrected if considered advisable, A strong editorial

campaign for a general eales tax has developed in the newspapers.



CIVILIANS AND THE WAR

It ig an accepted psychologlcal principle that unlty ig a product
of unified effort, One index, then, of the degree to which national
unity hae been achieved can be found in the degree of civillian
participation which has been enlisted in the war program.
Participation

A natienwide study conducted in February, aeking "Do you feel
that anything you, yourself, are now doing 1s helping the total
United States war effort?' reveals that, of the whole populatlion,
slightly more than 70 per cent now feel that they are maklng some
contribution. The contributlone vary widely. Many of these people,
and particularly the men, feel that their regular occupation ls in
1tgelf & means of particlpating in the nltiﬁnnl program, Among women,
however, the contribution 1le made meinly in the form of voluntery
defsnse work and efforts towerd economy and conservatlon.

Following are the principal meang by which people feel that
they are helping in the nationsl war effort, many of them feellng
that they are helping in more Waye than one:

Buying defense bonds '24%
Regular occupatlon
Volunteer defence work 19%

Seven per cent Teel that they are contributing through

donations to the Red Croes, the U.5.0. gnd other service organiza-

tione or by collecting paper, metals, elc.; elght per cent of the



public derive & sense of particlpation by economizing on materiale
neceeesry to wer, And ten per cent belleve that they sre sharing
through vicarlous efforte, such as glving sons to the Army, mein-
taining health snd morale, or supporting the Government.

The point to be emphssized here ls thet, whether or not these
contributione sre of genulne value, they are believed to be B0 kY
those who reeponded affirmstively to the originsl cueeticon. From
the point of view of morsle, the gence of participetion 1g the
egsentlisl conelderotion. But it by no means follows necescarily
thst this senee will persist or be wholly gatisfied by the current
level of endesvor. Of thoee now eager to volunteer, mors than
two-thirde belleve they are alresdy helping. Those belonging to
the upper income &nd higher elucatlon levele lesd other greupe 1n
the percentage who feel they are helping. ©Skilled workere &nd
fermers revesl @& specislly strong sense of partlcipetion, no doubt
becsuse of the cnnv%ntion that their reguler work is in iteell &n
important contribution to the nailonal program.

Of the totsl population, roughly two-fifthe feel thet thelr
regulsr Jobe heve little or no connection with the wer effort.
One-third Teele thet there is sn indirect connection betweer lte
work snd the wer. Slightly more then one-flfth dlmecern & direct

sonnection Letween what they are doing and the national program.




Rural people are far ahead of urban people in feeling a
directness of nunnanﬁinn between their occupation and the war
effort. It seems probsble that the high proportion of farm people
feeling & direct senee of participation 1s in part, &t least, &
result of the Agricultursl Preduction Goale Campalgn conducted
between October 15 and December 15 by the Department of
Agriculture, In this campalgn, every farmer in the country was
called upon by personal vielt Lo lncrease the production of foode
gnd ribers nesded to win the war, Wide publiclty wae given to such
glogane ae "Food For'Freedom" and "Food Will Win the War and Wrlte
the Pesce,"

Volunteer Actlvity

Between fifteen and twenty per cent of &ll the people are now
engaged in volunteer war work of some gort. And about 29 per cent
of the population, not now active, feel that they have time for, and
would like to undertake, some sort of wvolunteer war activity. In
examining the nnmpnﬁsnts of thie latter group, interviewlng
indicates, as was to be expscted, that those actively engaged 1n
defenee work are somewhat less eager to accept sdditional aseign-
ments than those whose contributione are confined to the more
passive typee of service. The relationship between doing something

and wanting to do someth.ng le Bhown in the following table:




QUESTION:; IS THERE ANY SCRT OF VOLUNTEER WAR ACTIVITY YOU
WOULD LIEE TO DO AND WOULD HAVE TIME TO DO BUT

ARE NOT DOING?
Yeon Ho Don't know
COGo® 0000
Already doing
Volunteer War Work 20090
5 999 @ L%
s 9400 (200 aV® SEOOQO
*-hw;;mm "TIZIMEILIE I IR AN R X
"-‘““"m,m 0620C 8339 pBed
15% [ F AR F ] g k4
doul Bk 2090600 923000
sL Yy 98 2 Y 000 09 *®
Ping 81 0ad9w 15% 2%
Dl Ak ] 3w ®e 28 |9 1

Each symbol = 1% of sample.
Not reflected in tha_ table sbove is the fmet that one-fourth

of all the wen who already feel they are helping, desire to do
more, s compared with 31 per cent of the women. Obviously, thie
ig because & much higher proportlon of men are directly engaged
in wer activities; among those who do not feel that they are
ageleting the natlonal program, the gexee do not differ --

approximately one-third of each group feeling & deslre for more




sctivity. _Tharu is, however, a sharp difference 1in the types of

work in which the sexee unuld like to engage. The largeet group

of men seeking volunteer activity would like to undertake active

civilian defense sfforts, while the women are more anxious to get
into nrganlintiﬂntl work, chlefly knitting, sewing, etc.

Thoee who feel that their regular job ig directly or indirectly
connected with the war effort, are already dolng more then their
proportionate ghare in the active aspects of eivilian defensze, but
geek little additionsl in thie line. Fifty-nine per cent of the
pecple feel that their jobs are sufficlent contribution. It 18 a
poesible meagure of complacency that those belleving the war will
be short are more prone to regard their Jobe am an adequate con-
tribution than thoee antlolpatlng & 1ang'inr, There appears to be
e further indication of this attitude in the fact that 30 per cent
of the men and 40 per cent of the women regarding their Jobe as
gufficient contribution, also feel that these Jobs have little or
no connection with the war effort. Their relative lmportance in
the total population is shown in the following pattern of attltudes;

18% of the men

16% of the women.........think that their Jobe are connected
with the war effort and feel that

doing their own Jobe 18 ngf_gngugn;
They feel they ought to volunteer
for sdditional defense work.




38% of the men
34% of the women........feel that their Jobe are connected
with the war effort and feel that

doing their own Job ls ggigﬁh; they
uhnufd etick to the laet not
volunteer for anything in addition
to whatever volunteer work they &re
already doing.

16% of the men
16% of the women........feel that their Jobe have little if
any connection with the war effort
and feel that attending to these
Jjobe ie pot enough. They feel they
ought to volunteer for defense work. -
18% of the men
25% of the women........feel that their jobs have little or
no connection with the war effort
feel that stlicking to thelr own

jobs 1e enough-

(For an additional 10% of the sample the answers were ln-
complete)

Public Evalustion of QCD

Criticiem of the civilian defense program is expressed Dy only
& minority. Elght per cent of those interviewed felt that the
program ie being run peorly and about 10 per cent felt that there
are not "enough thinge to do for people who want' to get into
eivilian defense work,"

There le, however, & rather widespread lgnorance about eivilian
defense. In the Middle Weet, for example, 40 per cent sald they
®did not know" how civilian defense wae belng run in thelr

communities, For the nation &t large, 29 per cent professed & lack




of infermetion on thie score; significantly, more than one-fourth
of thie group declared that they were anxious and ready to get into
some sort of volunteer actlvity.

An analyels on the basis of income and education levels of
those now engaged in clvilian defense work suggeste the poselbllity
that socisl distinctions may have operated against the lees
privileged portions of the populatlon. For thie there le confirma-
tion in & study prepared by the Office of Public Opinion Research
on the baels of Gallup poll data, which indlcates that, although
the poor volunteer less frequuntly than the well-to-do, when they
do volunteer, they are accepted leess often than those on higher
income levels.

Totel Mobllization

Recently published Gallup poll flgures were interpreted ae
indicating & strong national majerity in favor of total moblliza-
tion of the American people, The Gallup data were based on Two
questions: (1) “Should all men and women over 18 who are not
slready in military eervice be required to reglster with the
Government Tor some kind of civillan defense or war work?" and
(2) "After finding out what each pereon can do, should the
Government have the power to tell each citizen what to do 2 hls

part in the war effort and require him or her to do 137"




Resulte have eo far been published for only three locelities,
the eoity of Philadelphis and the ctates of New York and Massachu-
Betis. Responsee to the second question for the country ses a

whole, which have not yet been released by Dr. Gallup, are ae

follows:
5 Yas Ho Undecided

National Average 81 a2 ?
New England 57 368 7
Middle Atlantic 80 33 7
Eaet Central &6 . 36 g
Weet Central &g ag ]
South 66 26 g
Rooky Mountains 69 : 24 7

4

Pacific 63 33
| The inference drawn by Dr., Gallup, that the public "would vote
by n‘hn;urity of nearly two to one in favor of totel mobilization"
does not seem altogether warranted. In the firet of the two
queeticne, the phrase "eome kind of civilisn defenee or war work"
may ‘be sald to confuse the lsgue in some measure. The term
'civilisn defense" carries a connotation of volunteer endeavor over
and above one's regular occupation., It may be, therefore, that in
anewering the second question people felt that the Government
ehould have mandatory directicn over volunteer efforte, but not
neceessarily over normal employment. Flainly, this would not

conetitute total mobllization.




The reeponses to these two queetions do seem to indicate,
however, thet the American public ie well a&head of 1ts Government
in spprosching the problem of mobilizing the couhtry'se humen
resources for wnr,. There is apparent here a resdiness to serve
snd, if neceessry to sacrifice, which has been only partially
gtimulated by the exieting civilian defense program.

PACIFIC COAST ATTITUDES TOWARD ALIENS -

Newspapers, particularly thoee on the West coset, have
presented a plcture of salarm approaching hysterias over the problem
poeed by sliens in the far western statee. There ie undoubtedly
resl snxiety in regsrd to this problem among West coast residente.
But careful interviewlng, &nd anslyesie of the popular attitudes
revealed, indicate no such degree of hyslerla &s the prees hes
euggested. Tension does exiet, however, #nd the situation
certainly demsnde prompt snd cereful attention.

There sppears to be a widespresd belief on the Pecliflic coast
that aliene reslding there, especially Japenese, &re dielayal to
the United Statee and a menace Lo security. Two-Tifthe of those
interviewed in the weetern coastisl states, during the week of
Februsry 7-13, msnifested a belief that there are many disloysal
saliene in thelr vielnity.

There were wide differencus smong the three coastsl etates in

the intensity of suspleion toward aliens; while sllightly lesce than
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one-~half the Californians and Oregonlsns agreed that there were
many aliene disloysl to the United States, only one-seventh of
those interviewed in the state of Washington held this view.

It is eignificant that in the three states, practically all
who felt suesplcious of aliene directed their suspiclons specifically
@galnet the Japanese; they were named twice as frequently as
Germans. Oregonians and Southern Californiane conslidered the
German aliens much more of a menace than the Italians, but in
Washington and Northern California, where the Italian population ie
larger, Italians were cited as dieloyal Jjust as frequently ase
Cermans.

Ranini or national antagonlem seeme to account in large part
for the unfavorable attitudes toward the Japanese, More than half
of those interviewed manifested thie feeling, commonly velelng such
eentimente &8, "You can never trust & Jap," or "Once a Jap, always
& Jap." Economic competition in one form or another accounte for
&bout 14 per cent of the unfavorable replies, And about 19 per
cent of those hostile to the Japanese simply cited as & reason the
Tact that they are an enemy people.

The following distribution, indicating the relative distrust
of the three alien groupe in four far western areas, wae obtained

in reeponse to the queetion "Would you say there are many aliens
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around here -- that ie, people who &re not citizens -- who are not
loyal to the United States?" (Those answering thie question
effirmatively were asked '"What nationality are they?")

Total Washington Oregon Northern Southern

Californis Californis

YES:
Japanese 34% 115 42% 41% 40%
German 19 5 27 23 28
Itallen 13 4 12 22 14
QOther 4 - - 4 7
Don't Know 2 1 B | 1 S
Totaml reo
anewering "yeg" 40 14 46 49 47
NO 41 &7 36 28 36
Den't Know . 19 19 18 23 17

It 1s in Southern California, however, that the strongeet

revulsion against the Japanese makes itself evident in more detsiled
questioning. Three-fourthe of the people in thies region think that
"only & few" or "practically none" of the Japanese aliens nrellornl
to the United States; in Oregon, only 41 per cent hold this

extreme view, in Northern California 44 per cent, in Washlngton

50 per cent., Southern Californiene also show & higher conviction
then the reeidente of the three other areas that the Jepanese would
actually do something® ageinst the United States if they had a
chance, &nd elmllarly, Southern Californisns are more prone than
other far westerners to urge drastic treatment of these allens.
*Corroborative evidence from another survey showe that sabotage is
very much on the minde of €0% of West comst citizens, though half of

theee do net expect sabotage to be sc successful ae %o cripple the
war effort,




Three-fourths of Southern Californians recommend segregating
all Jepaneee aliens in campe. In Northern California, less than
one-nalf of the people favored this trestment. One-third of the
Southern Californians would alec segregate Japanese who are
cltizens, while in the other three Faciflc coast aress no more
thea 14 per cent recommend thie drastic sction. (See Appendix 1)

Although perhape leee than indicated by the press, there 1is
some degree of dissatiefaction with the way the allen problem has
been handled on the West ooast. The course pursued by the, Federal
Government is accorded partial public approvel. Wnile 37 per cent
of the people in the far weestern states believe thset it hae dealt
with the eltusation "very well," an equal number credit it with
having hendled the problem "only fairly well;" 18 per cent bellsve
thet 1t hee done 1te Job "poorly," and 9 per cent sdmit that they
"don't know."

Roughly one in four pereons in all three states thought' théir
Rtate government had been handling the problem "very well;" '
epproximately the ssme number so appresieed the local officlale’
hendling of the eitustion. Southern Californiane were most oriti-
cal of &ll three governmentsl sgencies,

The FBI is most frecuently favored as the agency which should
deal with the Japanese problem on the coast. In all the Greas,
one=hall of those interviewed indiceted & preference for putting
the FBI in charge; 31 per cent voted for the Army, only 2 per
cent for the Navy, 9 per cent for the state police, 1l per cent

for the local police, snd 4 per cent in the "don't know" column.
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IAXES

Editorial attention hee suddenly been drawn beck to fiscal prob-
leme by the announcement of Secretary Morgenthau's tax proposals for
the new fiecal year. It 1e almoet uniformly agreed, in the regular
dally prees, that a steep increase in taxee 1s necessary &8 & means
of financing the war and avolding inflation. Accordingly, there have
been few editorial complalnts that the amount of revenue sought by
the Lecretary of the Treasury wae excessive. Indeed, & number of com-
mentators warn Congress agalnst whittling down the Treasury Depart-
ment'e proposals &s & means of catching votes; the public, they in-
eistl 18 ready and willing to maeke sacrifices.

Disagreement ariees, apparently, only &s to which segment of the
public shall bear the sacrificlal burden. A heavy majority of the
prese le convinced that it should be borne by those on the lower
economle levels, This majority, consequently, advocates a general
salee tax; 1t very much prefers this form of levy to & withholding
tax which, the commentatore argue, would bear hesavily on the low
&nd mliddle income workers, while permitting fermers and professlonals
to escape, The virtue of the eales tax, the editorial writera
malintain, ls that it would distribute the burden "painleeely" among

all groups.




RACE PROBLEM

The clseh in Detrolt lset week between the White and Negro
Eroupe can ecargely be dismiesed &8 &n lrolsted inetsnce of race
rloting. On the contrary, «ll indicatione polnt to the conclueion
thas 1% was symptomatic of a bitter underlying discontent among
Negroze. There are reasone to fear that something of the sort will
be repeated soon ln Buffale, Fhilaedelphls or in other citles where
Bccelerated wer procuction hae created acute houeing shortagee and
wiere white and colored workers sre Juxtaposed,

Competent invesgtigators who have ptudlied the Detrolt sltuation
find taet &% the bottom of the trouble lies & real dearth of hous-
ing feecllities to meet the requirements of Detrolt's rapidly
growlng industiriel population. But what rocks Defroit today is
nct eo much the problem of finding homee for Negroee &e of keeping
them cut of homes that have already been bullt for them.

The Poles live in cloee proximity to the colored elemente of
Detrolil's population and, 1in normal times, compete with them lor
Johe,. Out of thle economic cumputitiuh and perhape &lso out of
the deslre to find substltute targete for thelr aggreselons and
thelr resentmente agslnet injuetice end oppreseion, the Foles
have turned upon the Negroes in genulne rece antagonlem in
Detrclt. The Poles are the largest cultural minorl?y in thie
city, the Negroes are segond, but they are growing in number much

more rapldly than the Whites,
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Inveetigation makes 1t plein that the conflict between the two
groupe wae Aggravated by individuals who have speclal interests,
particulerly the maintenance of realty values involved in the
SoJourner Truth houeing project, Certain real estate men fomented
the Follsh resentment; leaders of the Polish Catholiec Church in
the nelghborhood heaped fuel upon the fire; finally the Ku Klux
Klan eeized upon the eituation to promote unreet and rancor.

The Negro poeition, on the other side, hae had the backing of
Detrolt's leading liberal and labor groups, the CIO unions in
particular, and, to eome extent, the Communist party which, as
usual, has not hesltated to eupport &n underdog for the sake of
advaneing 1te own interest, Its participation has, of course,
enabled the opponente of Negro cccupancy to begcloud the Leeue with
fllegatione of radicaliem. -

_ It seems clear aleo that the situation wee mccelerated by the
‘veeclllating management of the problem in Lite early stages by both
local &nd federal authorities. Inveutléatnrn report that 1t is& now
definitely beyond local control, Some feel that only the interven-
tlon of the President, himeelf, can procure a peaceable solution.

hmong Negroes, and especlally in the Negro prese, the Detroit
situstlion le producing a real diseatisfaction with American demo-
eracy. The cry le now growing in volume -- "If we've got to fight
for democracy abroad, let'e fight for democracy &t home"; by

fighting, they do not mean signing petitions. There appears to be




gome real denger of epreading Negro
bere. Detroit ie being locked upon
sclvtlion which will help %o reetore

Juetice,

uprieinge sgeinst White neigh-
88 & test cace, It demends a

Negro confidence in demoerstic
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ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION

"There are many disloyal aliens around here," mmmmm.mm&-m
"Few Af any Japansse can be trusted.” n
\  "Half or more of the Japanese Concentration Rigld Pre- Treat as
would harm U.8.if they could.”

ution Indi
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1% 5C% 57% 73000 Germans 7 A, 49% 23% 124 15%

74000 Ttallans 7] B, L% 28 15 49%

46% AR 248 B 108
251 283 k7

49% 447 24 18z 10%
243 15% 48%

ATh T2R 13% -] 5%
: 233 16% 243

(#) Bar them from places and jobs whers they might be dangercus and
maks them report to the police regularly.

(#=) Bar them from places and jobe where they might be dengerous but
: otharwles lot them alone,



Maroh 16, 1942.

My dear Miss Tully,

Mr. MacLelsh asked me to send you & copy
of the latest Survey of Intalligence Materlnls prepared
for the Director of the Office of Facte snd Flpgures and
Coumittes on War Information. You will find the copy

enclosed herewlith,
Sincerely yours,

R. Kelith Eane
Assistant Director
In Charge, Bureau of
Intd ligence .

Miss OCrace Tully,
Secratary,
President of the United States,

The White Houss,
TMashington, D.C.
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March 16, 1842

HEMOBRANDUM

The attached Survey 1s the last one to be
a:l%vuruﬂ on Monday at the meetings of the Committee
on War Information., Hereafter they will be completed
on Wednesday snd distributed then to the Board of Facte
and Figures. They will be dluuu;und on Thursday by the
Board and distributed with the Agenda on Saturday to the
Committee on War Informatlon.
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SUMMARY REFORT

The fundamental patriotism of Negroes and their loyalfty
and warm, almoet filisl, confidence in the Government should not
be allowed to obsoure the frustration, pessimism, ocynlclem and
ineecurity which appear to characterize their attitudes toward
the war.

On the whole the better educated Negro seems to expeoct
a longer war than the Whites of comparsble lncome status; so Too
they are more inclined to expect the Axle, even if defeated, %o
be strong encugh to exasct concessions from the United Nations.

While economic and a number of other factors arffect the
Negroes' attitudes regarding the war, there ls no doubt that some
are motivated by a degree of eympathy for the Japanese &s colored
men.

The growing importance of the Hegroes 1ln our population,
especlally as their educatlional status lmproves, mekes two major
war informaticn needs stand out:

1) Among the Negroes, 1t must be demonetrated that this 1s
not & rece war and that other peoples mllied with us have colored
gking.

2] Among the Whitee, effort muet be made To remove prejudice
eo that dlsoriminetion in the armed services, war industries,

givilian defense, housing, eto., may be reduced.




The firet objective mey be achieved in large measure through
churche, fraternal organlzations and the Negro press. The latter
can only be brought about by :;llnrt to all the mediam throughout
the oountry. '
- - -

Amost all people have felt the pineh of rieing prices eince
Fearl Harbor and a large majority expect continued rises. thies year,
There la more concern in the oltlies than in rural areas, Generally
those who expeot & long war mre moet concerned over prlce rlees.
Frioe regulstion ig not unir eccepted as & correctlve but it is

widely advcooated,




HEGROES AND THE WAR

Btatus
Negro attitudes toward the present war differ materially from

those which prevailed during the first World War., Two significant
shifte have taken place in the statue of Negroes during the inter-
vening quarter of a century,

The primary change l1s geographlocal, There has been a steady
and conslderable migration of Negroee from southern te northern
states, Flgures supplied by the United States Army indicate, fer
‘example, that whereas in 1817 only one out of five Negro enlisted
men came from the North, today nearly one in three are from this
portion of the ocountry.

There hae developed from thie migration & marked alteration
in the educaticnal status of Negroes., Compulsory education in the
schoels of northern urban centers has materially reduced the 11li-
teraoy so prevalent among Negroes two or three decades ago, Indeed,
it 18 & fact that young northern Negroes today are, in E!ﬂirﬁ;,
better educated than southern Whites at the same age level.

It seems especially esignificant that the advancement in educa-
tion among northern Negrees i1s moet marked in the younger age groups--
partloularly thoee who oonstitute the prime material for military
service,

Half the northern Negroes between the ages of 206 and 27, have
more than a grade school education. Of southern Whites in this



II; group, 64 per cent have f.ncirii a similar educational back-
ground. But the educational superiority .of the young northern
Negroes appears in the fact that 66 per cent of those between pu-}
and 20 have had at least some high school education as compared
with 58 per cent of the southern Whites between 18 and Eﬂ;

Older Negroes, and in faot older Whites as well, have had less
schooling; and the superiority of the Negro diminishes in direct
ratio to his age, A morale problem arises from the fact that the
younger age group constitutes a prime reservoir for millitary service
and, 1indeed, for partiocipation in every phase of the war effort,
Attitudes

In their attitudes toward the war, Negroes--to generalize
roughly--reveal a tendency toward optimism as far as thelr perscnal
interests are affected; but, on the whole, they take a pessimistic
view respecting the progfess of the war itself.

Interviewing indicates that Negroes are inclined to feel that
their individual poel tione have been somewhat bettered by war con-
ditiens, In this view, they shew a considerably higher degree of
satisfaotion than do White persons., Moreover, & high perocentage of
Negroes expect that their circumstances will be further improved as
the war goes on, while Whites feel apprehensive that their sconomlo
well-being will be reduced. In part, certainly, this contrgst stems
from the fact that Whites at present enjoy & superlor economlo status

and have more to lose, in & material sense, than Negroes.
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Indeed, economic status and education appear to be more
important than color in controlling Negre opinion on certaln issues,
Negro attitudes toward price control and rationing, for example, are
closely in accord with the patter of poor whites. And the fact that
Negroee lag far behind Whites in the purchase of Defense Bonds is
due %o economio, rather than patriotic, considerations; in matters
euch ae theee, Negroes behsve and think as an economic class, not
&8 & race.

Race oconsclousness, on the other hand, appears to have more
welght in the determination of Negro attitudes on the abstraoct
lesuee of the war,

Negroee seem & good deal more skeptical and cautlous, if not
more pessimistic than Whites in thelr opinlions as to the war's
cutoome. Eduoated Negroee, in partlioular, are more inclined than
eduocated ihltly in the lower and middle lnunun_hflukntl to feel that
the Axie powers, though defeated, will be strong enough at the ocon-
oclueion of the war to exeot conceseions from the United Nations.
Only 68 per cent of Negroes with high school or college sducatlion
believe that the United Nations will win and be able to dlctate the
terme of peace, e compared with 74 per cent of poor, but well-sducated,
Whitee. Ten per cent of this better-educated Negro group, as comparsd
with 3.4 per oent of their White ocounterparts, expect the war to end

in a draw.
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Along with better-sducated Whites on all economio levels, better-
-d.uoft-d Negroes feel that the war is likely to bes of long duration,
Indeed, & higher percentage of them than of any other group predicted
that the war will continue for more than five years. In general,
however, Negroes, to a much higher degree than Whites, tm"nal no
opinion as to the length of the war.

This tendenoy to avold the expression of opinion became espe-
cially evident when Negroes weres asked: "Which do you think we
should oconslder our number one enemy--Japan or Germany?" This
questlion was posed in identioal terms early in January and gain in
February. HNine per cent of the better-educated and 16,5 per cent
of the less-eduocated Negroes gave & "“Don't Know" response on the
firet occaslon; the percentage of those who answered in thle way
rose to 17 for the better-educated, 31 for the less-educated at
the later date.

Negrees on both educational levels, in the second survey lagged
behind the cerresponding Whitee in considering Germany the number
cne enemy. And they also showsd less inoclination-than Whites to
favor an all-out war against Japan., In both surveys the gquestion
wae asked: "In the war against Japan, do you think we should: A,
Filght an all=eut war including bombing of Japanese clties? or B,
Attack only their navy and other military objectives?" Here, too,
the percentage of Negroes with no upin.tnn was extremely high--
between 18 and 19 per ocent on the seoond ocomsion,



A variety of factors may be taken into oconsideration as respon-
elble for Negro reluctance or inability to make specific choloes in
answer to th;n questions, Bome of the respondents may have been
merely inartioculate, BSome may have felt that the war is so remots
from their lives and their ordinary concerns as to make decigions
regarding 1%t lmposeible, It may be, s&lso, that & number ef those
interviewed felt fearful or intimidated and oconsequently unwilling
to rlek a specific anewer, But more exhaustive guestioning con-
ducted in another survey reveals unmistakably that a portion of the
Negroes were motivated by some degree of sympathy for the Japanese
a8 oolored men,

There hae been & tendenoy on the part of Negroes to identify
themselves with the Japanese and to consolidate the “dark races."”
Occaeslonally, Negroes have made informal ebservations to inter-
viewera, such as "The Japs are our brothers;" or they have suggested
that the successes of the "little yellow men® may help to reduce
the arrogance of White pecple., Among all claeses of Hegroes there
is discernible some feeling that thls is, iln fact, & race war,

That other peoples ;.nnlud..l.ng some who are allled with the United
States, have colored skinse, too, seems to oocour only rarely %o
American Negroes,

Buch feeling may acoount in part for the faocte that Negroes

are less inclined than Whites te name Japan as our number one ensmy



and to oonduct an all-out war sgainst the Japanese. What is most
notable in the shift of Negro epifiion between survey 1 and survey
2 is the tendency of those who, on the earlier occoasion, selected
Germany as enemy number one, to meve into the no epinion ocolumn,
Quite poesible they coneider Japan a more immediately dangerous
foe, but do not ocare to go on .ﬂnnrld -“ holding this epinion,
Grievances

Negro newspapers give eloquent testimony to & deep underourrent
of bitterness and resentment felt by the Negro respeoting his rela-
tion to this war, The one dominant, swelling and polgnant plaint
of the Negroes everywhere is a simple gquery: "If you want to win
the war so badly, why don't you let us fight?"

Thie fact of discrimination in the armed services of the United
Btates is perhaps the moat bitter of the Negro's current grievan ces.
He sees, and his newspapers point out to him redundantly, that men
of colored gkin are denled sdmission to the Marine Cerps, are sooep~
ted only in the most menial capscities by the Navy and are Segrege-
ted and relegated to the least desirable types of service by the
Army. MNegroes object to the practioce ef mseigning thelr draftees
predominantly to the quartermaster and enginesr ocorpes regardlege of
their educational background. The whole military service issue has
a symbollio signifiocance to Negroes who are asked to die for a
country which aoccepts Filipinos, Indiane and recently arrived aliens
into its armed foroes without disorimination while segregating
Negroes with long records of loyalty.
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- The "blood bank" iseue is ocited repeatedly by Negro newspapers
and by Negroes interviewed in publioc opinion surveys. It is a
matter of the deepest resentment that White men who ask Negroes
to saorifice their lives refuse to have Negro blood mingled With
their ewn, |

Almost equally irritating to the Negro 1s the fact that dis-
orimination against him continues almost unchecked in the war
industries. Most Negro newspapers printed a report prepared by
the Reports and Analysis Division of the Social Security Board's
Bureau of Employment Securlity indiocated that Negroes were not
oconeldered for emplcyment in 61 per cent of 282,246 epeninge that
ocourred in gelected lltlhﬂ}Jhﬂlntl in war induetries during the
period from September, 1941 to February, 1942. There seems to be
general disappointment with the enforgement of the President's
executive order designed to eliminate disorimination against
minority groups in war employment,

There 1s also & feeling that Negroes have been negleoted in
the organization of civilian defense activities., In a recent study,
46 per cent of the Negroes, as compared with only 8 per ocent of
the Whites interviewed, reported that "the opportunity to partioi-
pate in oivilian defense activities has not reached me."

Housling presents another aocute problem in which Negroes feel
with especial severity the disorimination against their color. As
recently reported, the handling of the BojJourner Truth project in



Detroit has greatly aggravated this feeling., The Megro press
sontinues to regard it as & ueet oase--one which embodies the whole
problem of the Negro's relation to White people in a Adsmooracy.

Negro erganitations, ameng which churches and fraternal sssoola-
tions exerclse the greatest influence, have taken no declded stand
on the war issus, Hany of the younger elements ameng the Negro
olergy are militent racialists and mesume an anti-war attitude,
violently protesting againet the failure to translate the war's
declared obJeotives into realities for their own peopls. Negro
professional and fraternal asscolatlons, although not vooal in their
objeetion to the war, are inolined to express dissatisfaction with
the Negro's part in 1t,

While Negre newspapers oan soaroely be considered represen-
tative of the thinking of the rank and file of the American Negro,
they do, nevertheless, give expression to points of view hald by
some Negro leaders and by at least & portion of the better-sducated
oelored people. And since the education level of Negroes i@ now
rising sharply, their influence 1s by no means negligible.

The general feeling among Negroes appears to be one of funde-
mental patriotisz and leyalty to the United Btates and of WATrm,
@lmost filial, confidence in the Oovernment, But frustration,
peselmism, aynleliem, and lneecurity characterize many of the
Negro's attitudes toward the war, There ls no conviotion that the
war's gutoome will bring to him any full realization of the




demooratic ideals for which he is asked to fight, As one prominent
Negro spokesmsn put 1t: "This war is not going to result in a full
liberation of the Negro, and intelligent Negroes want it won in
spite of this lamentabls fact. We cannot force the Lssus,.® Thers
is & growing particlpation among Negroee in the Double-V campaign
sponsored by militant elements of the Negro press-=Victory for
demooracy at home, as well as abroad,

ZRICE CONTROL AND RATIONING

Eingh
About nine-tenths of the Ameriocan people declars that they have

felt the pinch of rieing prices sinoe Amerlca's entry into the war
in Degember. This experlence has been ocommon to all educational and
eocnomic groups and to every geographloal area,

Seventy per cent of the American people expeot that prices will
oontinue to go up during this year, And approximately two-fifthe of
the people antioipate that prices will Eo0 up "quite a bit",

It is interesting to mn.'mt a correlation exists between
anxiety over price risess and the oconvictlon that the war will be a
long one. Ameng those who think that the war ig likely to be over
in a year or lese, only 42 per oent expeoct prices to Jump quite & bit
during 1942, But mmong those who foresee & war lasting from three
to five years, 48 per oént antiolpate that prices will inorease
"quite a bit®, And 61 per ocent of the people who estimate the
duration of the war at more than five Yeara look forward to serious
price risee. Thers is, of course, no necessary oausal relatlionship
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implisd in this correlation; it appears to stem from & common
pattern of feeling about the war,

As pointed out in an earlier survey, pecple who live in rural
areas sesm to be lese concerned over the danger of rising living
gcoets than do oity dwellers —- perhaps & signiflocant commentary on
the ourrent demand of farm leaders for the maintensnce of parity
prices on agrioultural produce; this dieparity may sleo be due, af
course, to the ccmparative abllity of farm dwallers to produce
thelr own negessitiss, In every sectlon of the ocountry, with the
exception of the Bouth, olty pecple show more expectation of price
inoreasse than do country pesople., And in every ssotlon of the
pountry save New England those 1living in the towna exoepd those
living in the country in the expectatlon that prices will go up
"guite & bit",

Thie Aleparity between olty and country people in appreheneion
over the cost of living is moet marked in the weat north ocentral
gtates. In this area 78 per ocent of the urban resldents feel that
prices will go up during this year, while only 87 per cent of those
1iving in the oountry hold this view., Thie area also shows the
greatest disparity between urban and rural expeotation ef coneider-
able price rises; 41 per ocent of the oify people think that prices
will go up quite a bit, as compared with E7 per cent of the ocountry
people,

Cauges
The explanations which people offer for the rises in living
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goste are numerous and varied, The reason most commonly oited by
people was "profitesring®; one-quarter of all the people inter-
viewed gave thie answer to the question "What do you think has
been the chief reascn why prices have been golng up?" "Hoarding"
was the faotor to which the next largest group of respondents
attributed price increases. Other reascns asslgned Lnnliun.ﬂ short-
agee due to the neede of the armed feorcee, through helping our
Allies, for transportation diffioculties, to curtailed imports and
to the scarclity of labor,

Remedies

The seriousness with which the publio viewe this problem of
inoreased living costs may be gauged from the faot that five-sixthe
of them advooated definite Government price regulation as a cor-
reotive.

Interviewing indlioates that the pecple who do net expect living
costes to go up rely in large measurs on the u:“:'""f"“ to keep prices
in line, And those who favored Government regulatlion of prices,
ware lese inolined in antioipate price inoreases than those who are
opposed to regulatien,

There appeare %o be a widespread fallures cn the part of the
Amsriocan people to understand the current efforts of the Government
to keep the coet of living on an even keel. One-half of the persons
interviewsd di4 not know whether or not the Government was regulat-

ing prices.
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More than thres-guarters of the perscns interviewsd felt that
the rationing of tires by the Governzent was neceasary; 10 per oant
held a oontrary view, It should be noted that the question on which

this distribution of opinion was cbtained was asked prior to the

Japanese conquest of Java and Sumatra which have been publiolzed as

important rubber scurces, and prior to Leon Henderson's recent

testimony before Congrese.
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My dear Miss Tully:

Mr. Maclelsh has asked me to send to
you a copy of the latest Swvey of Intelligence
Materials prepared for the Director of the Office
of Foots and Figures and the Committee on War
Information., You will find a copy enclosed herewith.

Sincerely yours,

-

+ Keith Hone
Asaistant Director
In Charge, Bureau of
Intelligence

Miss Graos Tully '

Secratary
Prasident of the United States

The White House
Tuashington, D.C.









SUMMARY HREPORT

"Hewa" is employed by the Axis ae & weapon of peychologioal
warfare,

This news comes Mr:mtlr to the American people via the short-
wave radie., But the size of the actual ghortwave audisnce in the
United Etates 1s emall at this time, and its potentimlities of
growth are limited by the defiociencles inherent in shortwave
regeptlon,

It is not upon direct shortwave listening to i1ts "newe", however,
that the Axie dependefor ite effectivensss. Thie "news" ie given
wids currency by American newspapers and domestic radio stations.
By their use of Axis sourcee, these American mediam lend credibllity
to the enemy's "news" and socustom the American publie to rely upon
the enemy for informatlon about the war.

Beveral remedies may be considered for this condition:

(1) Fuller and prompter releass of bona fide neawe
by Government

{2) More careful handling of Axls "news" by American
media to guard the public agalnet ite propaganda

{3) Additional governmental warnings to the ?uhun re=
garding the nature and purposes of Axles "news"

(4) Voluntary sotion by Amerlcan newspapers &nd radic
stations eliminating thelr use of Axis news sources,

(8) Censorship of the Americen preese and radio (though
this course ig not recommended.)




ESHORTWAVE RADIC AND THE WAR

"To all nlilng:rl and radioc stations -- all
those who reach eyes and earas of the Amerlocan
people -- I pay this: you have a moat ve re-
|¥anaih111t: to the Nation now and for duration
of the war,

"If you feel that your Oovernment is not disolos-
ing enough of the truth, you have every right to say
go, But -- in the absence of all the facts, ae re-
vealed by offiocial sources -- you have no right to
desl out ungconfirmed reporte in such & way as %o maks
people belleve they are gospel truth," -- Freeldent
Franklin D, Roosevelt, radio address to the Katlom,
December 9, 18941, :

Weapon

Radlo may reascnably be regarded se the one genuinely new slement
in the current war, It appears to be, in fact, the real "georet weapon'
with whigh the Nazis have bometed that they would overcome the pluto-
dsmocraclies. It provides & means, for the first time 1in the history of
warfare, by which enemy oan communicate directly with enemy,

The strateglo 1lportln;l which &1l of the Axis nations have at-
saghed to the radioc as & weapon 1@ demonstrated by two facts:

{1} Long before the commencement of military hoetilitles, the

Axis natlons fostersd the distribution of radio recelving sets

among peoples, particularly in economically undeveloped countries,

to whom they wished to address thelr propaganda messages. And

so succesefully, indeed, did they utilize this instrument, &8,
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in many cases, to obviate or to facilitate actual military
operatlions,.

EEi All of the Axls nations, aware of the potentialitles of

radlo as a weapon, took effective measures to prevent the use

of 1t by their enemies. They so governed radio reception from

abroad by their own peoples as to render them comparatively

immune from this type of attack. e

: pndurutanding of the Axie use of radlo as & weapon has been ocon-

fueed by the connotatione surrounding the word "propaganda", This
term is commonly viewed as & technigue for the presentation of
ideoclogles or "causes" in & favorable 1light; in this meaning
propaganda is essentially a technique of persuaeion, of advertising--
in a senee, of defense. But the Axls has employed radioc for thls
purpose only in a comparatively minor degree, It has used radlc
rather as an instrument of attack -— to undermine the confidence
of foreign pecples in their governments, to spread alarm, confusion
and dlsmay, to lnclte dlecord between mlnority elemente within enemy
populations and, in short, to divert the attentlion of the enemy
from the real issues confronting him,

For these purposes, "news" not "propaganda", has provided the
chief ammunition of the Axls strateglets. _

In ueing the radlc to attack peoples of the western hnniaphnrn,
the Germans, Italiane and Japanese have employed two types of
broadoast -- those in the language of their enemles and those 1n
their own language to their nationality groupe residing here. The
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purpose of ,the broadcasts in their own language appears to be
principally to consolidate loyalty to the fatherland and to give
general directives tc those who are already sympathizere abroad,

Approximately one-third of the 7§ hours broadosst daily by
Italian shortwave stations to the western hemisphere is in the
Itallan language and intended apparently for persone of Italian
origin on thie eide of the Atlantic. Oermany broadcaste a total of
approximately 16 houre a day to the western hemiephere, of which
roughly one-fifth ls in the German language. Of the 3 hours and
6 mlnutee of dally Japanese broadcasting to the uuitnrn hemisphere,
1l hour le in Japanese. The balance of the time of all three Axis
radlo statione ie divided among English, French, Spanish and
Fortugese language broadcaste. It is apparent from this division
that the peychological warfare of the Axis radio is essentially
offensive, rather than defensive,
Ihe Shortwave Audience in the United States

The bIlt‘;Tl;llbli data from industry sources indicates that
there are roughly between 10 million and 156 million radioc sets in
the United States theoretiocally capable of reception from abroad.*l

A poll conducted by the Bureau of Intelligence early in
February reveale that 27 per cent of the Ameriocan people, or about
84 million feamilies, declare that they have radio gets actually
capable of receiving shortwave broadcastes direct from foreign

_countries,*2



Approximately 2 per cent of the sample had lipt-nad to shortwave
broadcasts from foreign countries within a few daye prior to the
interview, Another 2 per cent had listened within about a week;
thus, a total of 4 per cent of the Ameriocan people may be sald to
have heard shortwave broadcasts recently. An additional 4 per ocent
of the sample sald that they last listened to a shortwave program
from abroad about two or three weeke or a month ago. And 3 per cent
sald that they listened "one to three months ago". The 15 per cent
whose moet recent audition of shortwave was from three months %o
more than & year prior to the time of the gquestion, can ecarcely be
considered in any sense a regular or dependable audience for foreign
broadcasts or susceptible to their influence.

The foreign country commanding the largest number of listeners
in the United States is England, with Germany in second place.®d

A study prepared by Dr. Harwood Childe of the Princeton Listening
Post based upon Gallup Poll data of April, 1941, indiocated that
approximately 3 per cent of the total population then listened to
the British Broadcasting Company once & week; and slightly less
than 3 per cent listened to Germany with this degree of frequency.
There appears to be virtually no listening to Japan save on the
west coast,

Those who hear broadcasts from foreign countries only
irregularly are unlikely to be greatly affeoted by their propaganda
content -- particularly since this depende for its effectiveness in

large measure on repetition, It seems reasonable to presume that
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many of these listen only ococcaslonally for the simple satisfactlion

of successefully "getting" an extremely distant source -- or nril:r

to sooff; thoee who remain tuned %o thelr radlos to pray must be
relatively few in number,

British experience with listening to German radioc should not
be teken as analogous to the American problem. In England, the
Berlin radic ocan readily be heard on long-wave and medlum-wave sets.

In the early stages of the war, therefore, the Eritish people
ligtened in rather considerable numbers to German radioc broadcasts,
especially to Lord Haw Haw., There ie no olear cut evidence to show,
however, that thie propaganda, with its source unmistakably identified,
had any appreciable effeot on British morale. When the BEritish
government broadened its information poliecy to give 1te pecple
fuller and prompter news of the war, attentlon to the German radio
dropped markedly,

Sinece Axie radio ocan be heard in the United States only on short-
wave receiving sets and eince reception at best is inferior to that
from domestlic long-wave statlons, there appears %o ﬁi emall likelihood
that lietening to Axie broadcasters will grow to ir-nt proportiona.
(Hotee 1, 2 and 3 in the appendix provide additional data on short-

"

wave listening.)

CLirculation *
But 1t 18 not upon direct audition that the Axis depends for

the effectivensss of ite pesychologloal warfare in the United States.

Gratultous repetition of the Axig "line" by Amerlcan news media glves
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it & ourrency far beyond anything which shortwave radic ocould
achieve unaided.

In ite radio bombardment of the United States, the Axis takes
advantage of the Ameriocan habit of presenting news impartially.

And becauge it is in the form of "news', Axis propaganda, which,
Af 4t were brought into this country in conventional printed form,
would be promptly impounded and destroyed by Ameriocan authorities,
ig given the widest possible ciroulation by means of domestlo
newspapers and radlo staticns. |

It may fairly be said that the dearth of news from official
sources At home contributes materially to the extenslve aselstance
which American newspapers and radio statlions give to the Axie
propagandists, Fraguently Axis sources of information have
demonstrated themselves to be swifter, and sometimes fuller, than
the military and naval suthorities of the United States who control
the release of facte about the progress of the war.

Anéurdin;l:, American newepaper reporters and broadcasters
under the stress of competition employ Axie radiocs as among thelr
prime news sources., By doing so, they are accustoming the American
public to rely upon the enemy for information about the war.

No data are available to demonstrate the impact of Axie "news"
funneled through the American press., Nevertheless, 1t seems beyond
question that a etory gaine a seublance of respectability and
oredibility from its appearance in the newspaper which people
habitually read and on which they rely; the very fact that the
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newspaper regarded the story ss oredible enough for publication to,
some extent disarms the reader. Similarly, thl-ruputnilun for
veraclty of Amerloen radlio stetione lends a seeming authentiolty to
the Axis "news" which they disseminate.

Most American newspapers and radio stations label stories from
Axis sources elther by dateline ldentification or in the body of the
narrative, It ie extremely doubtful, however, that this precaution
goes more than a minor way toward putting the American public on lte
guard, For the casual reader or listener is not prone to note a
dateline; he ie more liable to remember headlinee than the source
to whiech they are attributed.

A single ;Klmpli will serve to illusetrate the method by which
the Axis employe "newe" se & weapon and the assletance rendered to
Axle strateglete by the Amerlican press: Morning newspapers on
March © bore bold headlinees aseerting that Allled reeletance had
eocllapsed on the igland of Java. The Aesoclated Frese story on
which some of these wers based spoke of " ---- unconditional
surrender of 93,000 Duteh and 5,000 United Statee, British and
Australian troops. The offiolal Tokyo afnouncement heard here eaid
that defendling truﬁpn capltulated near Bandoeng and near the naval
base at Socraboja.” Other headlines were based on the United Fress
version which resd as follows; "Tokyo, March 9 -- (Japanese
broadoast reported by United Press in New York) Imperial head-
quarters sald that the 'main army of 93,000 Dutchmen and 5,000

American, British and Australians' had surrendered unconditionally
L]
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in Java following battles with the Japanese on the Sooraboja and
Bandoeng fronts".

It ehould be noted that the sole source of this "news" wae the
Tokyo radio. That ;Ilrlﬂln newspapers and radio stations publiocized
1t without confirmation from any official sources at home seems, at
the very least, & gross violation of the President's injunotlon
against dealing with "unconfirmed reports in such a way as to make
people think they are gospel truth." The effect of this story was
to confuse and dismay the American people -- precisely the purpose
for which 1t wae invented by the Japanese.

Illustratione of this sort can be offered endlesely. The
American press has gullibly, though guilelessly, printed innumerable
rumors palpably inspired by Axie propagandiste and put into cirou-
lation by shortwave statione known to be under Axis control.

A ptudy of 23 representative Ameriocan dailr newepapers for the
period from March 4 to March 10 reveals that they contained 398 new
articles based on Axis shortwave sources, an average of 24 per day
in each paper. Tokyo was the source of 48 per oent of these items,
Berlin of 40 per oent, while Rome sccounted for the remalning
12 per cent, BSixteen per cent of the iteme were publighed on page
cne., Use of theee sources is reflected about equally in radio
broadcasts which employ the same press assooiation dispatches.

American shortwave stations and prees assoclations commonly re-
broadoast to foreign countries the Axis "news" which their own
listening poste have picked up. The point may be illustrated by
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the following quotation from the Columbla Broadcasting System's
broadeast to Turkey on March 1l1: "Thie morning's report showe
that there is incrensed amctivity in Libya and Lendon states that
many prisoners were oaptured; on the other hand, Italy clalms
that two British flying boats wers sunk, a Britirh convoey was
under attack in the Mediterranean and elx British submsrines
were sunk during the past four weeks."

It 1s notewcrthy that the jxls frequently quotvs Amerlocan
newspapers and radio stations as authentic sources fur the very
*news” which Axle strateglets themselves originally pit into
girouletion; when an American news medium publishes a story
geoured from radlo Tokye, the broadcasters &t Berlin pilsk L1t up
and give 1t ruthentlelty by attributing it to en Amerlosl gource
in their own ghortwave verslon,

Edltorial writera, columniets and radlo commentrlore e.oW &n
unessy awsreness of the ald and comfurt which their medlia ar. giving
toc the enney. They frequently warn the publle teo discount newy from
Axis sour:es -- in effect, dlsorsdliting tielir own headlines and
news bullitine, And a number of newepapers sndeaver to extract ‘he
poieon from the Axis "news" whioh they publieh by hn:dini 1t "enewy
propagandi’ or otherwise emphasi:ing the nature of 1te origin.

It is doubtful, however, that guch practices ¢in cinatitute
guch more chan a palliative, It may be that nothing ‘ess than a
pode subesoribed to voluntarily by newspapers and radio stations
wholly eliminating the uss of unconfirmed Axle "news® will serve

to ocombat the danger of enamy peychologieal warfare.
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Apparently preess and radio do not yet fully recognize that
"news" i# a weapon in the hands of the Axle and that their
adherence, in war sa in peage, to the journalism-ae-usual spirit
of neutrallity plays into the hande of the eneay.

Amsrican newspapers and radlo stations need to give stricter
obeervance to their own editorisl sdmonlticns, And they urgently
need greater help from thelr own Government in seocuring promptly
and fully the bona fide news which the American public demands.
Despite their manifest good will and their brilliant records of
gohiesvement in the field of journaliem, they seem far from
meeting what the Fresident has defined as thelr "grave responsl-

bility to the Nation now snd for the dhration of the war",
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Hote ®=2:

Approzimately one-third of all radio sete
lmrmm-d. go beyond the standard broadoast band;
but this is & manufapturers' oclassifiocation and
includes sets which receive only polloce and airoraft
eignals without belng able to tune in on foreign
shortwave .

In the past H.’ju years, some 7O, 347,600 radio
sete have besn manufactured in the United'states, of
which mabout 14,450 000 were sgulpped with real nfmrt—
wave bands. Ailwing only & 10 per ocent dspreciation for
obsolescence, this nets down to 13,000,000 sete in work-

ing order tnhr.

It should be noted that a eingle home may
¥0Ilill two or more sete, so that the nusber of
amilies able to reoelve shortwave from forelign
sources ie oconelderably lower than the total number
of este, Moet sete for which the ability to reoceive
foreign shortwave is oclaimed can do so only imperfectly
and under favorable conditions.

A poll taken about a year ago by Dr, Oeorge
Gallup dioated that 36 per ocent of the public had
listened to shortwave brosdoastes at some time. The
guestion on which this poll was based did not make
it altogether olear, however, that only broadoasts
rapelved by shortwave directly from forelgn stations
ware concerned, Some respondsnts may have confused
the domestic rebroadoast of materlal smanating from
foreign stations with direct audition. This confueion
may have existed aleso even in the more carefully
worded Bureau of Intelligence question, eo that the
percentages glven here may be excessive,

On the other hand, since Ameriocan entiry into
the war Plﬂﬁl may be reluctant to admit t they
listen io radio broadoaste from enemy souroes.
Forelgn-born perscne epeaking only thelr native
language are liable to be susplolous of intervliewers
and, conesguently, %o glve unrellable responges.

In view of £1l se faotora, it seems essentlal
to point out here that the data given on number
of llisteners are at best rough approximations.




Hote ®*3; The following table shows the countries heard
direotly via sho ve and the percentages who have
aver heard them, both am the total population and
amont the B8 per oent of population who deolarsd
that they have at soms time or other listensd to
broadosets from abroad, It should be noted that this
table is based upon the guestion "Have you
ligtened to shortwave stations direct from n:-u.!n
countries -- not thoss relayed over American stations,
but stations umlllgh:mi.dnntin‘ direct from
forelgn nations?" (Thoee who answered "Yes" were
asked "From what country?") The table, therefore,
Bives no indipation of regular listening.

Fer oent
Fer cent of of total
iisteners
England 80,2 16.7
Germany 35.4 8.2
Bouth Americm £2.8 6.9
Italy 1.0 2.1
Franos 7.8 £.0
Mexioo ., Bl 1.6
Cuba, Bahamas, eto. 3.6 0.9
Other Allied Countries 9.8 2.8
Other Axie Countries 4.8 1.2
Othar Countries 12,9 2.1
Countries not
1dentifiable 8.2 3.8
Total ever ligtenesd® 100.0 86,0
Total never listened 74,0

¥The figures above this 1ine &dd to more than the
total here indicated because multiple answers wers
permissable.

Listening varies in some measure in differant
reglone of the United States., The highest perocent-
m of ligtening is to be found in New England and

Middle Atlantio reglons; the lowest in the
West North Central area. The other reglons fall
é:: :mmfnlhﬂn: order: West, Bouth, East North

n . :
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i WASHINGTON
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My deer Miss Tally:

Mr. MacLeish has msked me to send to
you a copy of the latest Survey of Intelligence
Materials preparsd for the Director of the Office
of Facts and Figures and the Committes on War
Information., You will find & copy enclosed herewith.

Higs Grace Tully

Secretary -
Prasident of the United States

The White House

Washingten, D.C.
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Americans have m greater confidenoce in the intensity of the
Ensgian war sffort than im the intensity of the Britlsh war effort;
they fesl that Bussians are putting cur Lend-Lease suppliss to better use.
But, though they feel the Russisns are better fighting allies,
the American pecple sesm convinced that aftar the war greater cooperation
can be expected from Britain and Chine than from Russia, Apparsntly,
as to Britaln, this i accounted for by a stronger sense that the Britlsh
1ike curselves ars motivated at least in part by idealistic considerations.
¥While mn overwhelming majority of American newspapers and magazines
promotes vigorously the United Nations concept, & strong minority eotively
fomants distrust of Britain and Russis. Beferences to "yellow peril" and
like phrases impair Chinsss-American relations,
The need seems great not only to promote more unity of effort in
the prosscution of the war but aleo %o lay sssantial foundations of

mutusl respect, confidence and understanding for cooperatlve solutlon of

after-war problems,

Fuller and more frequent relense of information in Government
comsunigues is again indicated as a means of malntaining and increasing
public confidence im officlal sources. And combined communiques ty the
United Nations commmnd 1n the several theatres of cperation seem gesential

to the presentation of a rounded picture of the wAr's progross,
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In statezents by Goverosent spokesmen mnd relenses thers
appears to ba s consploucus neglect of ths important information
objective referred to as ths "pature of the snemy® or "the nature
of the censplresy against us mnd sgaioet our way of 1ifs." TEachasis oo
this theme meems & prerequisite to understending of the nesd for all-out ,
fighting mnd henca for all-ocat productlon, Indesd, thers in m nesd of

groater sffort to promote A balanoed swarsnoss of the war's significances as

& whole,




ATTITUDES TOWARD OUR ALLIES

-
Gooperation
A significant contrast emerges from an apalyels of four separate nation-wide
. public opinion etudiss of Aserican views respecting Britain and Eussia.

Americans, as indiocated im the dlagram below, have a higher confidence in tha
intensity of the Eussian war effort than they have in the intensity of the British
war effort - an attlitude which has become mors strongly marksd since the fall of

e Singapore,
; ; S m QNN \
E "‘fﬁm:ﬂﬂ
T "Do you think the { N
British (Ruseians) {
are doing all they Sigtpors
possitly can to
win the wart"
i Bafore
Singapore
Aftar
1 Singapora
'
s Americans also feal that the Eusslans ars putting our Lend Leass supplies %o
better use than are ths Britilash:
” "Are the British

(Bussinns) making
good or poor use
of our supplieas?®

-
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But deepite the dominant feeling that the Russians are more effective allies
than the British at the present time, there remains a solid canviotion that in the
future, when the war is ended, greater ocoperation with the United States cem be
expected from Britain then from the Soviet Uniom:

Russia
"Aftor the war is — :
over do you think England 77 $
can ba depended
e I l\\EoA

This expectation that the British will cooperate with us in the future seems
to be definitely tied up in the public mind to the appreisal of the motives for
which the British are fighting. When asked what they think the United States is
freally fighting for in this war," 63 per oont of a sample interviewed expressed
the bolisf that we are defending an ideal. In response to the same qusstlon about
England, 32 per cent gave idealism as & motive; 16 per cent didn't lmow, But anly
15 par oent belisved that the Russisns are fighting for an ideal, with 23 per cent
uncartain,

I* is apparently th's sense that the British, as well as cursalves, are moti-
vated at least in part by idealistio considerations that sccounts for the popular
fealing that these two nations will find common groumd for collaboration in the
future.

nmmmﬁ-wwm.m,mm-u-mwmm
to the motives which hawe brought Ruseds into the war; 49 per cent of them paid



that Bussia is fighting to defend hersslf, as compared with 31 par cent who at-
trituted this motive to Britain's participation in the conflict.

The following table, based upon the guestion referred to above, illustrates
the distritution of Amerioan opinion respsoting the purposes for which the United
Btates, Busela and England are fighting: -

U, B, Enssia England
Fighting for an Ideal 83% 164 328
Self Dafense 1 8 49 a1
Unsympathetic Heasons ] 15 23
Miscellansous Reasons I - 1
Don'‘t kmow e a8 ]
Total 1028 1028 !3?!'

® Answers add to mors than m because scme pacple gave more than one answer.

And thers is shown below the degree to which the Amsarioan publioc anticipates
foturs collaboration from various combinations among the thres principal countries
assooiated with 1t in the wari '

That all three will cocperste ans

England and China will, not Eussia
Busein and China will, not England
England and BEussis will, not China
China will, not England and Eussia

will, not Chira and Eussin
Rusein will, not China and England

2 %28 asd

Fone of the thres will coopersts

It 1is noteworthy that mmong the three prinoipal allies of the United States,
China is considered the most likely, Eussia the lesast likely, to Jjoin hands with
this country in the approsch %o post war problems; B0 per cent of the sample
interviewed expressed a belief that China can be depended upon to cooperate with us,
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Bditorial Attitudes Toward Our Allles

A minority segment of the press, led by the New York Daily News Syndicate,
The Chicago Tritune and the Hsarst pspers, is currently sngaged in what appears to
be a consoious campaign %0 destroy Anglo-Ameriocan amity. This campaign, of oourss,
has ths suppert of such factional publications as Soolal Justice, ths Sooimlist
Call and some cburch papers., Taken togethsr, thess attain an impressive ciroulstion.

Ths attack levelsd by this segment of the press is designed to fan acclent
Amsrioan prejuiices and to foment distrust of British leadership. The fallures of
¥Winston Cbnrohill as & military commandsr are reclted redundantly. And the Hearst
papers have already taken to msesalling Sir Stafford Cripps on the chance that he
may be Churchill's suocessor, Britain's policy in respect to India is roundly
condemned; some critios sssert that Eritish imperialism shackles the United Nations™
war affort in the Faoifio, while others go so far as to argoe that Asmerica has no
interest in the fate of pecples &s remote as those in India, Purms, China and
Australis. William Randolph Hearst, through his personal column, "In tha News",
has been the most vehement proponsmnt of these polnts of view,

Hostility toward Bussia 1s also currently fomented by a fresh magnification
of the Communist tughear, Axis propaganda on this score is blandly schosd by the
isolationist editorial mimority. The \’dllhl"ﬂ.llilﬂl of all Burops is portrayed as
a likely consequence of Eunssian victory over the Germans, And simultanscusly the
Government of the United States is repressnted as under the domination of radiecal
and Comsunist slements sympathetioc to the Sovietisation of the world.

Little critiolsm of China is to ta found in American newspapsrs. Yet the
minority faction impairs Chinese~Amerioan relatioms by use of the phrase "yellow

peril® and other invidicus racial refersnces.



An overvhelning majority of the Amerioan press, howsver, remains firmly wedded
to the Unlted Nations concept, With steady mnd incressing vigor, these newspapara
and sagagines sesk to dispel recrimisations against the British, mitigate distrust
of the Eussians and foster apprecistion of the Chinese.

Exhlin Opiaton Towsrd Britaln '

Publio opision polling makes it plain either that the mimority vilificaticn
of the BEritieh has already borns fruit or that thers sxists in the United States a
substantial ares of fertils ground iz which it may fructify,

An analysis of interviewing condnoted by the Amsrican Institute of Publis
Cpinien during the latter part of Feblruary shows that little more than a bare
majority of the Asaricas publis feels coofident that Britala will play its full pact
iz the war effort. The followlng divisicn of oplnoion was chiained in responss to
the guestion "Do you thiok the Eaglish will try %o get us %o do most of the fighting
for them in this war, or do you think thay will do their falr share of the fighting?®
Tweanty-nins per cent choss the first alternative, 64 per cent choss the second;

7 per cent gave gqualified mnswers and 10 per cent sxpresssd no opinmiesm,

An intessive survey, in which ‘_hl-lﬂltllliﬂl of opinion by thoss ;..l.t-'r‘l.lu-l
whs solicited, reveals that dletrust of the Britisk is both ﬂﬂ.ﬂpl‘.ﬂd and, in many
cases, sxosedingly bitter, The maln types of criticlem may be roughly characteriszed
by four typleal commentai

(1) Jobm Bull is playing Unole Sam for a sucker.
(2) The British are stupid, incompstent fighters,

(2) Ths British do not pay thair debts and, thars-
fore, ocannct be trusted,

(4) The BEritish only half want to beat Hitler and
ars oo fearful of Comsunism. (expressed by
sply & small musbar)
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It 1is evident that the British fallure to repay the debts incurred during
World War I has left a bad taste in the mouths of & good many Americans. A Burean
of Intelligence poll posed the guestion, "Do you think we will get repaid in some
way by England for the supplies we are sending them?" Of the aationwide sample
interviewed, 42 per cent answered negatively, 39 per cent affirmatively, 8 per cent
gave qualified answers, 11 per cent expressed no upli.n;m.

In comparison, 35 per cent answered negatively to 'this same question about
Russia; 38 per cent indicated that tln; expect we will be repaid by the Eussians,
10 per cent gave gualified answers with 18 per cent in the "no opinion" column,

Many of those inolined to write off the current loans we are making to the
British and Russians did so for reasons which were essentially sympathetio.. Fifteen
per cent thought that the British will be unable to pay when the present war is
ended; 17 per cent felt the same way about the Russians, It seems significant that
only 1.3 per cent felt that we should not expect payment from the British since we
are all fighting together and only 1"5. per cent took this attitude toward the
Huseians,

Among the unsympathetio explanations (17% for Russia, 20% for England) given
for expecting & remunciation of their debtis, the faot that the Eritish did not pay
after the last war loomed largest; 23 per cent offered this as & reason for pre-
dicting that we will not be repaid by Britain this time. In contrast, only 7 per
gent mentioned this to explain their view that the Eussians will not repay us.
Nine per cent felt that the Ruseians oannot be trusted.

In the main, thers appears to be a correlation between optimiem as to the
cutoome of the war and confidence in our allies; nun-rnul:; those who are pessi-

mistic about the war are more inoclined to be suspicious of those fighting with us,



of the British in partioular. Cause and effect are perhaps intertwined in this
relationship.
Hamsdion

1% seems improbable that Ameriocan distrust of Britain and Bussis ocan ever be
wholly eliminated, In regard to the British, its roots run very deep and ars
fertiliszed by snolent prejudices, some of which have beocome virtually a part of
Amarioan folklore. Suspicion of Emseia, though less entrenched, is compliocated
by & fenr and hatred of Communism,

Much crn be dome and needs to be dome, however, %o combat the growing boetllity
toward thene allies., It ssems imperative, indeed, that afforts in this dirsotion
be made niw, not only te promote greater unlty of effort in the prossoution of the
war, buy aleo to lay the essential foundations for occoperative solution of probleas
when the war is ended,

dince the lmpediments to cooperation are largely founded upon pepular mis-
undnratanding, the spread of information would appear to be a prims corrective,

Tre British and Eussians might profit from a greater knowledge of prevalling Aseri-
'san attitudes toward them; to this end, such intelligence meterials as thess counld
'm-m‘l..r be made available for thelr guidance., And, reciprooally, American informa-
tion authorities might benefit from inoreased understanding of popular feelings in
Britain and Buseia,

Currant information programs to promote sympathy among tha United Natlons ars
diffused and sometimes contradictory; Britiesh efforts in this country ars unceordi-
nated with those of ths United Jtates Covernment| Eussimn sfforts ssam virtually

negligivle and Chiness esssntially passive or negative,



Only & jointly planned and comprebesnsive informatica poliay oas sucosssfully
combat the disruptive tmctics of the Axis mad of thoss who, conscloualy or unson-
soiously, are oarrying on the work of the Axis in this coumiry. COnly the vigorous,
unified spplication of such & policy can tracslate the United Natiomn conceph lote

realivy.




In the light of widespresd editorial criticiss of the Ouvermment's raleass of
{nformation about the war, all Army sad Navy comsuniques wers acalywed and assorted
inte thress brosd categories,

Thoss which recounted & suoosssful militery cperation or an sot tending %o
raise oaticnal morale ware cataloged under the term "Oain", Thoss which dealt with
the repules of an ememy attack, the malntenance of & positlon or an met wiich did
not vitally affect military strategy or morale wars put under ths heading "No Change® .
Those repressating an adsiseion of defeat, loss of ground and materiel or impalr-
ment of morals wars olassed umder the term "Loss”. Sinoe the firet of the military
and naval comspnigues was not issued until December 10, thess catalogs maturally
earry oo reflection of the losses suffered in the initial Jepansss sttmck upon
Pearl Harbor and the Philippines.

It was found that 24 per cent of the Army communigques fsll imbe the "Gain®
olans; an sdditicoal 4 per cent which ccmcernesd oitations for imdividual gallantry
in sotion might also be placed in this category, Sixty-four per oent of the Army
comsuniques weras of tha "No Change" 1;1'1.-1:;. And 8 per cent of them oould properly
be classified under the headlng "Loms",

The Havy communigues wers divided as follows: "Osim, 40 per cent, with an
additicnal 2 per cemt devoted to oltdtlcas for herclem under fire; "No Change® ,

20 par cent; "Loss®, 28 per cemt. '

The ratlo of "gain® to "loss” in both Army and Navy comsunigues may give soms

substacos %0 & mimority public fesling that news from officlal Amsrican mocurcss

is scmsiimes uowerrantedly rose-colored.
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During the second wesk of March the Buresu of Intelligenoce put this question
to & national sample of the American publioc: "Do you think the war nsws the Govern-
msnt does releass makes things lock better than they &l. makes things lock worse
than they are, or makes them lock just mbout ms they really are?!® Twenty-nine per
cent of the sample toock ths first of these alternatives; the pecple in ths.upper
sconomio brackets and in the larger urban centers sesmed most inclinmsd toward thia
smusplolon of Government wsouroces.

Fifty-one per ocent of the sample regarded the Government's relessss as socurate,
and 6 per cent felt that they made conditions look worse than they are actually.

The rather high proportion of "gain® in relation to "loss" announced by both
armed services appears somewhat anomalous in view of the whole progress of ths
Paoifioc war in whioh thay have beesn engaged.

The anomaly derives primarily from the fact that these communiques concern
only purely American mctivities in the war theater. Newspaper acocunts based mpon
communiques of our allies, or upon Tokyo radic broadoasts, have informsd the Ameriocan
public that Malaya, Sumatra, Java and New Oulpea bave been successfully invaded by
the Jepanese. It sesems probable, however, that the fallure of American offiocial
sources to provide this information has led the publis, in some measurs, to rely
upon other sourcss for essential h.;ﬂiﬂli about the progress of the war.

Tuller and more frequeat relesss of information by the Government would seem
indispensable as & means of maintaining and increasing public confidence in officlal
Amsrican sources, And oombined communiques by the United Nations' command in the
several theaters of uim-nl.m: seem essential to the pressntation of a rounded
ploture of the war's progress on which the American pecple can depend,



il

Same progress has bess mads toward familisrisisg the Assricss peopls with the
fundsmental themes snunciated by President Hoosevelt im his great message on the
state of the union of Jasuary 6, BHui the treatment of these themes by Goveromsnt
spokesnen sppears to have been unsven mnd, in soms imstances, wholly inadsquate.

Imﬂ.u the month of February, the several sxscutive tranches of the Jovernmant,
oxoluding the White Houss, iwsusd & total of 43 spesches and statements which dealt
directly with one or more of the Fresideant's major themes, Fine of these wers
speschos by membars of the Cabinst; El were spesches mads by other officials; 13
were sajor statements of policy Llessued in releass form. Fress conferscces stotezents
and testimony bafore ccogresslicoal comnittses wers not smbraced in this surver.

Of the 42 releases, more than ome=half, 28, wers devoied to & discussion of
Theses I mnd II, the produstion progras and its effeot oo the olvilias life of the
imerioan people. Five dealt with Theme III, the fighting job; ths task of cur armed
forces, Seven sndsavored to olarify thems IV, the statement of cur chjeotives and
ths definitlon of our cause. Only 3 took cognisance of thems V, the mature of the
goaspiracy against us and against our way of 1ife, Five were devotéd %o the
derelopment of Theme VI, the counter strategy of the United States, And B gave
ponsideraticn to these VII, ths dangers to oursslves, ths complacensy on the cae
hand and defeatism on the other.

From this diagonosis it seems evident that Goveroment spokessen sadesvorsd with
copsiderable energy o give meaning to ths most ismsdiate of the problems confront-
ing the Ameriosn people in the prosesuticn of the war, BFui some of the othar themes,

partioalarly these ¥V, wers comparatively nsglectsd. It may be said, at least, that
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