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Suell reco1w1aldolloo• ond 1119geoliao• os -y appear In 
!Ho report hove ""' be... cleared In ocl¥once with ... 
DI- al the Office al War ~1fooniotlon and do ""' 
nec:-rlly reflect his 'llewa or lhooe of the Oftlce al War 
lnfomollon. Recanw11e11clollono and 1119~. If they do 
appear, ore only IUbmllled by lndlvld11C1h In the lureou 
of lntelllgence who hove a-bled the data and they ore 
ofllerecl for the conelderollan of appropriate outhorlllee. 

The Bureau of lnl•lllt-• of the Oftlce of War 
Information - o variety of proceduret and tech­
niques lo obtain Ill doto an the attitudes of people 
and an what h brouehl to their ottentian. These pro­
cecl- and ~ hcrre be... found reliable ofter 
..,_,,,. eapet'.iwitotlon - o period of yeoB. 
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INTRODUCTION 

"Abo" all, the llllllOUtift otfioial !<-. tb&t a pol.107 'lllliob doe• not oontors to the will ot tbe 
~ ~hoted CN&tH °'"l"!lbele1"1 dittl.oultiH 
in ite &ainietrat.ion, llaal e t fioi•ll07 -• not• onl.T h'ca 1ood orpn111&tion Uld -tb proo..U-.e but aleo to en nu .,.at.er extent h'ca the will­i111119H ot the oi tiMJla 'to acoept tbe pol.107 and to ahue in ite ..ainbt.ration.• 

H•ftl"J' A. V~ Uld .I-• L. lfoCamT, Publlo Opinion ~rlJ', June 19'40. 

lline 111>ntbe ba" pueed since tbe Jap&neM atteck on harl Harbor. u tbe war bae Jll'OsreH•d, brlncl.nc "1th it the neoeeeit;r tor ulc1nc quick and drastic pollc;r deoieicne, one ct tbe bis proium. taoins .......... nt ctfi­ciale bu been to understand the public al.nd. A8 Vice Pl'eeidllnt Henr;r Wallace bu pointed out, public acceptence ot poli07 le Yital to n1tt and ettectin adllinietration. Inn llOl'8 iapot'tant, bl&h public 111>rale ia a Cl'\ICial factor in 8117 war •ttort, and ot ineet.iaable al.Utar;r Yalu•. 
For the first tille in hietor;r e;re~tic 1ausinc ot the public reactions to policies and •"nte bu been poeeible durilll llU'-tille, To pro'fidll euob into,...tion, the Bureau ot Intellisence ot the Office of Var Into,...ti'on bu, einoe tbe outbreal< ot war, ude poll• ot oPinion ao111 crou-eectione ot the people. It bu studied their Yien on a "1dll r&1119 of al.Utar;r, econcaio and other clocm9et1c matter•. 

On MnT ot the moat important iaeueo, repeated eound11111 ha" been talcen at periodic internle. 'lhe;r renal a pattern of •rioan t.bousbt dolnl­op1111 under th• i.-r bl.on of bietoric llilitar;r and political .... nt1, reacti111 to drutic chan&e• in our dome1t1c Ute. Certain lo111-tem trend queetione u .. d b;r Dr. lladle;r Cantril ot tbe ott1oe ot Public Opinion RH•arcb, Prlnceton Uninrlit;r, ba" alao contributed to tbie ana.l.7U• ot U. s. attitude• 11noe harl Harbor.• . \lb1.le 1n no eenee a complete profile of Hntillent in th11 countr;r toward the IQ'rlad probl .. ot the pa1t tew' montbe, the trendto abown here do preeent a picture of develop1111 opinion on man:r ot tb• lar11r war l.ew.1. And sucb a suiclll serne to brln& into tocu1 the 1.llportant moti'fatione that ~tect •rioan Yien, llh.Ue otteri111 .,... sulde to the directions public opinion "111 take in the month• &bead. 

- - - - --------· - --------~------------



.. SUMMARY 

In th• nine 110ntha nno• PNzol Harbor, AMrioan opinion bu bHn U.­trael)- rHponeive to nnw troa tha tislltinc t'ront1, and on ~ ill­.,,. .. haa tluotuatd aharp]J' with the ld.lit&J"J 1"9port1 or th• ._nt. Th•re 8" SOU UlllOllJ'acinl "1INI that public attitudH have sra'rlta.­ted toward a more H&li1tio vin or th• ..,., althoulh eott 1pota in the 1>9ople1 a thillkinl 8" still apparent. 

For example, 1>9ople have ~·d concentration or our errort1 acainet that -1>er or the Axia which 1a on the attack. L&at ipr1nc tbe7 wanted to hit hardest at J.,,_.., 11\lt tba •-r oc:opa•gn brousllt back into. better 1>9rapectiY• the menace or Naai power. And Alllrioane 8" now convinced that we should turn 1110et or our atrencth on Oanunr. 
Opinion on l•ncth or the war abow1 that AMricano wnt tbJ'oucll a 1>9r­iod of peaai.mi .. attar the fall of Singapore, but their 1pirita rose Y9r"f high in earl)- June attar the Coral Sea and 111.dnT battlH and the Cologne bombins, onlJ' to fall when newa of e.-r reyerees poured in. Al thou&b tbe present trend ia toward a aoberer and JIOre realhtic vin ot th• situation, tbare ii atill a great deal or optia1.at1c ineietenca tllat thia ..,. will be a relati .,.17 abort one. 

Deapit• upa and downa of opinion regardinc the lencth of th• war, how­ever, there haa been relatiyel)- little variation troa the ateadtaat uJorit7 conviction that we will both win and dictate the 1>9ace. At tl.Jaea thia confidence hu raiaed a .preaumption of ccaplaoenc7 on the oart ot a large part ot the population. 

Public appraiaal ot the progreaa of production bu tended to I""" JIOre critical in reoent·week1. Bad newa thia •-r tl'ClC both the battle and tactor7 tronta evoked attitudH which aent aatiataction with pro­duction tumblinc downward. 

!hia •- groorinc dl.eapprobation baa bean reciatered toward the O'f9r­all war errort ot the nation. A. aajorit7 ha'tl alwq1 aaid thh countrr •11 doins all it poaeiblJ' can to win the war•, but thia uJorit7 drop­ped tr<m 81 1>9r cent in June to 61 per o•nt in Jul)-. It ii notable that wllile thia trend ,.... accc:•panhd b7 deolininc aatiefaction with Britilh attort, oyer th• •- 1>9riod of U- there,.... riainc recoeni­tion of ltuaaia aa the oountrr tl'Jinc hardHt to win the war. 
Perhap1 moat anoouraginc or all the d.-.eloi:-nta in Alllrioan tbinldQI sine• the outbreak of war 1a tb• 1trencth•ninc AMrioan un1t7 with our Alliu. 1hi1 o.-a out in the o'f91"11belainc billet t.hat ,.. cannot win thie """ alone, and in th• ci-nd tor a Hoond front, in tha belief tblt wa lhould oonti111>• tq 18nd land-laua 1UPpliH abroad. 



CloeelJ' l'elated t.o t.MM oplJd.ou b the •troas ..U..nt tw amdl111 OIU' toroea abroad t.o ftpt the • ...,. 'tlbeftftr be mq be illatead ot kMJlilll th• at tic.a. Al.90 al.pftoaat an the MllF mde-• t.bat •n- 1lant th1• OOWlt.17 t.o take a ..,.,. aot.lft role in internat.lcm­al attaire attar the wv. 

llnerthaleaa, •n- haft not acoepted th• .ot.l•H and t1pt.1111 oon­t ribut.lona of th•M -m.ri•• ld.G>o.at aariOWI re-Uona, '!be)' baft ol'i tiollecl OIU' Min Alli•• - llllland and Jbdala - on dittarent gl'Ollllda. llbila •noana take tbei.r bate ott t.o Jbdna' • tipt.1111 oontribution, a sreat an;r ot t.b9a oont.1..,. t.o wapaot that ahe mq llolke a aeparete peace with Hitler, or that ah• will not oooperate with ua attar the wv. 
b AMrioan aaU..te ot SncJ.and 11 uaotl)' th• r....,r... Cont1danoa in her deterllinat.lon not to ... ..,ua te a aepante peace with ~ and in her ld.llingnaae to cooJ)llrete w1 th ua attar the war 11 Y•I")' hilh. 11\lt her contribut.lon in battle 11 diacounted, and a third ot the people think 8M will let ua do her ftpt.1111. 

China appaal'a to be taken tor ll'antad. 0ont1ci.1111e i n her oontinued raaie­tance and her de1ira to work with u1 hu alwa;r1 been ftl")' hilh, but ab• ia giY8n little recoCJlition t or her part in the ftght.1111. 
l"in&ll;r, there 1a little diapoai ti on on the part of the AMl'ican p.iblic to accept a D8Sot1a ted peace on Wf¥ \enu wbioh would leaft th• .Axia with its winnilll• to date. It abould be borne in llind, ' llowner, tbat th11 peace aenU-nt baa been •uured a t a tiM when th• aftrece AMl'ioan hae felt the 1.mpact ot war ver)' little, when United Stete1 cawalt1H baft been ralat.1 ftl;r light, and wbile contidene• in Yiotol")' hu rmained oon­atantl;r high. 

CONCLUSIONS 
It 1a clear troa the evidence pre1ent.ed loera that the •noan p.lblio hu been moY1111 ataadil;r ~a more aober Yi- ot the war. 'n>e tact that awv op1n1ona nuotuat• ao llharpl;r in reaponae to nan ot the -t in­dicatea, bownr, that a OOl!t'l•tal;r realiatic naluation baa not 79t been attained. Aleo, there an an;r tac tore wbich are oonatantl;r turni111 th• people' a th1nk1111 down blind all•>'8· 'DI•" include tredi tional preJudioae acainat our Alli .. , a lack of a o0111plete underatandinc ot the 1.lllpl1oat1ona ot global war, and cockwrena•• ariailll out ot th• tact tbat the United St.tee bu l'lllftr been defeated. 'Ibara ..-ina an 1nto.-t1onal teak ot etreftlthen1111 the realisat.lon that in ""'" c0111plete union w1 th our Alli•• there 1a etrellltb, and 1n counter1111 the daftCarou• u91111Pt.1on tbat beoauH our anceatora ban nenr loet a war Yiotol")' in thia one 11 UINJ'9d. 
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~. 7 
Doo. 25 
~. )1 
JO<t. 2 
J1111. 2 
JM. 20 
Jan. 23 
hb. 15 
rob. 25 

-· 9 -.17 
~r. 8 
~r. 9 
AF· 17 
Apr. 26 

11"7 4 
""1 5 
11"7 5 

11"7 6 
""1 l2 
11"7 19 
11"7 28 
""1 28 
""1 )1 
J- 4 
J- 4 
Jut1• 10 
JW>t 10 
JW>0 12 
JWIO lJ 
June 22 
JW>t 26 
.luJJ l 
JW.1 4 
JW., 8 
JW., 28 
.... 7 
.... 8 .wa. 17 
Alla· 19 
.... 22 
Alla· 23 
Aue. 2) 
..... 26 
Alla· 30 
Alla· 30 
Stpt. 1 
Stpt. 7 

FOREIGN TIME TABLE 

p;.,.1 LibOr 
r.u of Jlonpooc 
.... oi&no ............. lorob 
Foll of~ 
United latlona O.ol&l'aUon 
lllooiano t.ak• lloobaiolc 
SotU. of lfaouoar 8t.ra1\.o 
Pollot~"' 
19t&rqa Ru••• l\ll'2"0Und•d b7 Jtu1ai.ans f&l.l ot JaYa 
~-ntofllocArUNr 
Gentral. llarm.il in London for cont•Nncea Poll of 8otun 
-1>l.oc ot Tolqo 
Hitt.er• 1 apeech reque1t1.rw additJ.oml powr to 1i..p wt. tr.Mon, aabot.ace, etc. 
Beg1nn1nc of Coral Sta Sottlt 
Announc~t ot tfadacucar at.t.ac.k 
-iano at\.od< lhulcov 
floto1 Riaoiano wero &dnnoinc until lla,T 10 or 151.11) Pall of Corrogidor 
0..l'tl&M launc.h lerch ottenai .. 
Co--.. olaia ltroh oooupitd 
Ho7'1rioh llOllDdtd 
Otnorol Amold Ol1d Otnorol s-.... u in London 1000-pl&M attack b1 W on eoi-8ocim1Ac of Ill.~ 8otUt 
.Uout.ian l&ndioc 
Girman ottena1.,. around Kb&ric:o• beg:l...Minc lu.l.oc of L1dica 
lblotott•o 'fioit ...,._,.,O<I 
A.l. P. l&ndioc ln 1 ... lond ._,.,,.ad 
Poll ot Tobrul< 

"i· ll · •ll) 

l1e1nholf9r nmed Chiel ol United St.at.a open.Uona in airope llrit.ioh otand at ll .U-111 
SOT&Otopol t.Uo 
Qe!WU\I re.ah Vorone&h t. ........,,._nt of toll of Jlootoy 
Urd.ted St.&t.e ... A»tt.rall&n otttnli.ft 1.Ca1Nrt. SO.ic.cu annowao.ent Amit of Gandhi 
Churohlll..St&l.in contt ... nce UU'lOUDC•d 
bid on Di•ppo 
llr&&U declarto ..,. on a..._ 
L&rgt oonY07 of A.11:.P. &rrino ln lrolond la.&11 oro11 Don Rinr t .l bow 
Jopo at\.od< llllno llo1 
Jop dofoat at 111.lno llo1 ...........a 
Of'ftt I IP"oh on Japan 
a-1 l.&wlobu ottonaln at llritioh laJ>t11111 Uno 
C~to ropul" of~ anncunood 
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Jan. 12 
Jan. lJ 
Jan. :n 
Apr. lS 
Apr. 28 
!!AT lS 
!!AT lS 
!!AT lS 

!!AT '° ,,_ 1 
Junt 10 
Junt ll 
JWI0 16 
JUDI 14) 
J~ 10) 
June 26 

June 26 ,_ :n 
Junt 28 
Jul)' 9 
Jul)' 9 
l~ ll 
l1'l1 14 
Jul)' lS 
July 23 
J~ 24 
J~24 
Aoc· l 

"''' 8 Al>g. 20 
S.pt. l 
S.pt. 1 

Sept. 7 

DOMESTIC TIME TABLE 

v .1..1. -""" 
Donald loloon ._1nt.od Chiof of Pro.,OUOll Leon Hendereon appointed OHr rationinc War llaq)owr ec-i•eion •mtabli.taed. 
1""1ciom.'• 7-poin• ...U-llltlaUon prov•._.. Ou raUonlnc 
Prioe oelllnc• 
ValUce PMO• Al.lie 1peeah 
-· VellH ,.... &l.u ._..on -al -.. loon oool.oae .. to ~ u produotion ,.._.,. •lton dHl.,..• natlon bu donit 1Jlp)1N.bl• in -.r oo.tp;tt. ou .. r i.,<tltton •Ill United State• produot.lon wad or lrit.l.eh hleon npcrt1 ..,. out.put. at. ai..at t.ao billloa drollan 
ltu.bbfr a&l.Ta&e drift 

... lork T1M1 •to1"1 report.inc that. ri.Yal.r7 to "°'1l"t ater:lal.1 thwvtins th• ..,. etfort 
llitaon pla.Mi .,,.. eorap dr1 ... 
-tion C-'1'1• 
An4i1't ot 1eboteur1 announced 
.tnllrew !!AT' 1 -•-nt t.b&t - rill •nd in 1942 Mal of Mbot.ew-1 bt&lm 
1o1- ..,. ..,. °""Pl' to 'be l'ort7 bllllon doll.an loft...1top c~ tor oolleoUac ecrep begi.ne Higine ehlp oon<root ctneelled 
Jttat oho~ in t.111 lut report.od 
Chht Juatioe Stono ._1n1...s to aunv rubWr la1Wra blook9.,.. to star JU.ai.ne cont.rect. c1noo11 • t.ion loleon .,_...,, \ent&Uw bacld.111 to 1a1- plane plan 
l&bott\lra e:aouwct 
Prt.tdent ..,-. be' 1 not. •bl\l1• °"' prodQoUon 
~nt. t.hat. ••t. 1l1ll bf r•Uomd 
1""1-t'. -- to~ .. &ad tlreddo oh&• - .. anU-intlat.lon 11,S.tlat.ion 
OM ll\lnclred 11111 HWO\J-fOIU' tbipe ~. 

Not.11 Product.ion newa ... opt1a11Uc trca t1nt of J\lm until lbout J~ lO to lS. (Puei.obtic r-~ lS t.1ll end of "-et) 



SHOUl.D WE NOW CONCE~TE ON GERMANY 
OR JAPAN? 
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fRB'llDS IN AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION 
SINCE PEARL HARBOR 

lllllt.UT ..,.-. al.noe tbe out.WMk ot WU' baft ba4 an w:: • 

.l.lpect Oil \.bl t.MWI .. of t.be .-riOUl ~C. Sime Die ' r 7~ Uile people 

h&n f1Dd a &'OOd 9b&N ot tM1r at.Wntlon oa UM a.baftel-ftl torllllm• ot w.r. 
Their bopt1 and t•ve reprcli.na t.M l•"ltb &n4 ou.toom ot th• •ar, tMS.r 
urp to oona1ntrat.e our •...-.1•• on a.,_,., or Japan, u..l..r approT&l ot tM 

1ttort.1 ot our UU.1, nen \heir aaU1feoUoa 'Wi.Us wv- muurea bin at 

.,_ - all haft rlMD and fallen~ ol.t.h ti.. lh1l'Unl 11.W. ot batUo 

&l.l onr the world. 

CONCENTIATION Of EffOIT 

Om of the ol.,.et refiec'1one ot the 1en11U'fitT of opinion to 

m.l1.t.&17 ... nt1 lhow9 lilJ) in t.M public• 1 n .. of Dre w lhould concentrate 

cur tljj>l.inc ottorto. 

'lllo pocplo haft tondo<I to - otronpot 
aoU.on ac.S.nat t.bat .-ber ot the Ad• which 
11 on th• at.tao.It. 

and tht Rl.attian ,...,.rH1 ban bJtou.abt 1>9opl11 1 ati.nUon llharplJ" b&ok to ~ 

ope. •Kit. Oerw&Q',• U.7 .,. ~. u a l.t.rp MOUon of the p.t.bllo 

ct.on tor a HOOad. front. (~ I) •t. a atro"S ,.....,u.on of UM I~ 

&Dlff ott1ncl.ft.., ono• ecun Wm eenU..nt b&o1t toftrid . oono1nt.raUon 

in tho Orlont and ~ b'Clll ti.. W.U..to Mnooo ot lui•. It t.hh """"14 

""-" wblu ti.. t.llreat oL ao....., ..-.,. ..-t, it lllP• ..u indioato 

a med tor a vaatv Woniation effort. to o~ t or •rteu>a the "'11 
..aninco ot slobol -tare. 
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M LENGTH Of THI! WM 

'!lie publia•o .. ti.Mt. of tho ultiat. llQltll ot Ull nr bu, of 

aou.r .. , al.lo bffn Yl'r7 11nait.in to 111lltuT snnto. In pnoral, poopl8 

have tendod to think in wnu of a ohort war. 

th1'*1ng on thh ioouo tallo rollllil1' into thJ'M period• onr tho 

p11t nine months, (Chart II) 

l), In JaDJ.ar7, toro-tittha were contlct.nt that two ,.are or leu 

would eee an •nd to the war.* But the bad news from Kalqa and the Ph1llJ>­

p1nes had a aoberd.nl effect, and the tall ot 81 npporo deepenod the gloom. 

until b)' law Febl'IAIT onq 28 per cent olWll to th• cptilli~tia ballet that 

t~e 'nr would be onr w1 thin two 11ars. 

2). Report.a of Ruaaian ouccea111 and O.naan d1ft1cult1ea in 

occupied lurope again lifted American hoJ>410, and in iaz;lJ''June, &ft.er the 

Coral Sea and ltl.dwa,r Batu .. and the 1000-plano attaoka on Clel"lllft1, opt.1al.• 

soared to danproua heigbte. At this tilllo alaost thre._tittho eaw the war 

ending in two 11aro or less. 

J). But the tall ot Tobruk and O.nwi bludpo~ of llueeia again 
denawd American optiat.•, and b)' Jlll;r eantilllont had ct.1c1nct.d to a point 

near that a t the bepnning of th• war. Tlwro it ~d Ulrougb Aucuet. 

In 1pit1 or the pauage of eight monthe , one• llDl'I about two-tift.he or th• 

public ..... H1inl that Ull 11&1' would be o .... r 1D two nar• or llaa. 

--- ---- -- ---- -- ----------------------- -* Tllo earlier polla wre ...S. 1D Dec.u.r 1941, and ear4' J1l»U'7 1942, in which ellgbtl;r ditterent pbrul'ftl• ot the Cf'l•Uon wre "814. ..IQlte nre 11ailar to tboee obtal•d on the law J1tDJ177 poll. 
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' 1beM t act• haft illportant illpl.iaaUou tor 
an intonation and -...i. propm. 1be 8bUte 
~ opt.im.a to peuiala and baok ..Un euae•t that the publio M¥ dhtort tb• iJt­po""-• of 1ndh1~ ailit&IT nenta . 

Aleo, tb• ..,...i. of a people at war will probablJ not be bettered 
' b7 hartnc eoarinc heicllta of oomplaaenc7 followed bJ de•p Tall•7• ot pOOll. 

In &DJ cue, the tendeDCJ of the •lhort-war prophet•• to be l•H oonc•M»d 

about th• MOHsit7 tor aacrificH to win the contllct lllll<e• it 1.llperatin 

to follow cloeelJ opinion on thb matter. 

SATISFACTION WITH PRODUCTION 

'Die t..d nn1 ot .,....r month• not onlJ Jolted people•• ideu 

regardinc th• lencth ot th• war. Apparentl7, it bu &110 ceuHd them to 

t.urn a ..,,.. critical .,. on the progreea ot proclllotion. len of an illpend­

ing r- uterial abort.ace ,... 11.aaerinc in Jul.7 and reached a boilinc point 
in August. ' ' The Hiccina ehip contract wu cancelled. Preesure in the •tal ' . 
1alvaae driftl,... beirw inc,..ued. Crit.1oia ot 11.P.B. and ot wut.etul 

practices in J.nq and N•V7 lllllllitione policioe broke into print. And all 

theee factor• haft undoubt.edlJ intluenc•d attitude• toward production progreaa. 

Onl7 a ohort-term t,..nd 1a available , but the drop in eatiafaction 

troca earlJ June to Jul.7 wu qW.te ebarp, and the low leftl continued in 

Aucuet. (Chart lll) Returns froca a 1urn7 ude in late Auguet indicate 

virtuallJ no obarwe troca the llid-Aucuet fil'U"'· ·It h likelJ that tllie drop 

in eatiefact.1on wu acc•lentad not onlJ bJ Allied ailita..J ......,. ... , but 

• aleo bJ a srowinc wl- of pe1eilli1Uc ,..port. ,..gardinc production, 
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.. CRmOSM Of MANAGEMENT ANO I.AIOI 

Sathtaot.ion w1 th the three IJ'OllP• ...,ns ns the prom.ct.ion hont -
.anai-nt, worbr• and labor leadere - alao parallei.d the rin and tall 
ot general opt.1ai• attributable to tl111t&r7 eftllta, Md reflected 1n Ht.1-
matee ot the length ot the war. S&tiet&ct.ion wu down in lfarcb, up in early 
June, back down &pin in JuJ.T. (Chart IV) Returna t~ a late Aucuat poll 
q&ln ebow Tirtual.lJ' no ctwwe r- the Jul.7 n.gurea. On all teat. approY&l 
ot workers and execut.ina alaioet doublad approYal ot labor laadere. 

It 1a alao nota!Ue that attitud1nal ch&npa toll.ow aleat parallel 
lines tor all three groupa. 'there 1e litUe alterat.ion in th• relatin 
raddng ot thH• group• ucept that worbre mond up to top place in public 
ta..or b7 early June and bald thh poait.ion in JuJ.T. 

'!hie tind1nc 1a the more intereetinc beoawoe there ban been epor­
adic newepaper orltioiae ot etrikee, high wqea, and onrt.1Jle pq tor the 
48-hour week. In contrut , crlticiaa ot manac-nt bu been more or lue 
eott.-ped&l.ed in the preee , although in Auguet the attack on dollar-&-19ar 
•n wu rerlnd, and the earlier upo" ot Staod&rd Oil ot ... JerH7'• 
tie-up w1 th Ge,,..., cartele ~ poHibly have influenced opinion toward 
.......-nt to - extent, 

CRITICISM OF PUBLIC ATIITUDES 

Opinion on all the above iuuo b&• tended to nuotuate with th• 
tenor ot war ....,., It• pmral direct.ion bu been clear1 in reepona• to 
the most· foreboding reporta t~ -r batUetidda, th• people han 1r&rl-

'· 
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tat.eel atH,,.17 towvd a 80J'9 realiatio n .. of tbe llllltUT .S.tuation and 

t.ba tuk abMd. AtUtudH on two otber f110tora - llellat in tbe aerl-mN 

ot t.h• public•• d .. ot tile war, and oontide1111• in Diii' OClllpl.ete 'lioto17 -

have ..-ined rmulcabq atahl• aJ.nc• aprina:, bownr, and i n aoM o-• 

probabl7 at.111 oont.aln dancerou. ••eda of overoont1de-• . . 
P1rat, a ujol'it7 of the people have con.s.ateatl.7 atat.ed tbat the 

people ot tlli• cowit17 are not tak1nC the war Hl'ioual,r •noucli· 2111• ujor­

it:r dropped, bowenr, troa 64 per cent in llarob to '6 JMr cent in April and 

..-ined barel:r above the 50 per c .. t ark tbrouahout U.. -· (Chart V) 

Tbh can be oonaidared a riH in o~eno;r, ADD• Uloe• criticisiDI pulllio 

attitude• are probabl7 not o~ .. t and tbia interpretation h aupport.ed 

b7 correlation wit.II other trend rHulta. 

Critioia ot the publio• • attituoi. wu bipat 
in llarob, ..,.n moat pecpl• •1'9 -.,1111 tbe war 
-1.d be a lo111 om. CriUci• reached a low 
point in earl.7 J\me when tbo .,.U ot opu.Ia 
reprd1.ns the leftlth of tile war wu attalniid. 

. ' 
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OUTCOME Of THE W Al. 

Pel'h&p1 80re t..,ort&nt u a po11ibl1 indicator ot onl'-00nt1d9nce 
11 th• tact that the upe-am-dooml ot allied llilltarr tortw.1 baft clo111 
little to ehak• AMrican faith in ulU-tl Yicto1'7'. 

OnlT in F1bru.arf, after the capture ot llan1la and about th• tlJM 
ot Singapore• a tall, did coll'lictJ.on • nr that the United ltatl1 would both 
11in .... ,. war and dictate th• peace. (Chart VI) It dropped troa a high 69 
per cent in Deo...t>er to !S4 per cent i1l late rebN&17, but it climbed back 
to 60 per cent in lfar<:h, and has since peroieted on an 9"'n keel, in epite 
ot the t17ing newe ot British and Rueeian ...-r reftr•••·* About one­
tourtb ot the pu~llc, b""""r, have eoneiatentlf indi.cated bell et that our 
Yicto.r:r would not be complete. The, have clunc to the opinion that the Axia 
would be strong •no1.141:h to wring m&Jor concuaione troa ue a t the end ot th• 
war . 

• 
The atabilit;r or reaulte on thii question, aa compared with the 

fiuctuating finding1 OD Othera, p.robabJ.r indie&tll a dlep-11ated OOnt1dence 
in our ability to triumph despite recurring vicieeitudee. It aleo indicatu 
the pere11tenc1 ot the pl&titude that Amricano can nenr loae a war beceuae 
our anc11tora han never lost a war in th• paat, 

------- ---------------- ----------------*'111eee re1ult1 nre obtain.cl on a tour-part attitude acale, which ranged rrom absolute victory and dcod.nation or the' peace to doreat. In the middle ground nre • Victory tor the illi•• "1th certain conceHione to the A:da,• and a "Dr"'". About one-fourth ot the people coneiat.91\tlr cho11 the •Victory w1 th conceeeione• alternative, giving an averac- ot 14 per cent to 90 per cent at all ti.1111 who nre positive n would win. 

• 
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AmTUDES TOWARDS QUI AWES 

IUSSIA 

ltalatiftl7 r .. P"oPl• were willln& to belin• that defeat ot 
Ruaaia meant the ditterence between .lll1•d and .b:ie doto17, but tbere 

wu a precipitate (17") drop in opt.lai• u to th• war• 1 outoom when 

the public na pN11nted with the hn>otheticai po11ibWt7 ot Ru1a1a1 lo 

elillination troa the war. (Chart II) Moat ot U-1 who ~ed their 

opiniona tell i ato the group thlnld.ng th• wicx- would be a dr•, or 

tho81 toru111ng Yicto17 with conceaaiona to the Alda. On1T a re la ti .,.17 
-11 ruober beli"9d that a RllHian d9teat .,,Ud •an an .b:ie victo17 

over ua. ~. however, were unable to an ... r the h1J>othet1cal queation. 

• • ~te • tureilT, the prospect ot a Soviet dateat induced pe111-

m•: regardlng the l•ngth ot th• war. . '!hue, 47 per cant tiiought the war 

would be OYer in two J'l&l"I or la11 wider present cirauutancea, but on.17 

20 per cent would be that opt.l•btic 1t 0.rm.DT d9teated Ruaeia this .-r • 

'° per cent thought the war would be longer 
it lblaela loat thb _r, 

16 per cent eaU..ted it would be the -
lencU!, 

6 per caht thought it would be ahort.er, and 
28 per cont , • .,. no opinion. 

Interd ... r1 reported, howeftr, that lll&flT roepondenta 1!..mpl7 could not ccn­

coi ve ot Ruooia bein& knoclced out ot tho war and wanted to ar1111 the poi.nt 

rather than anawer the queetiona on thio baue. 



. ' 
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'lbt taot. \bat. .u.t.mU.on ot t.be 9ad. And•• wu ut.terl.7 U.O. 

ooiY&ba to - poopl.o, p1u tbo d1o1nollnaUoa of tbo MJori'7 to -

web a dofoot u doinc U01l>1nc otbor than pootpono tbo ul.U..te Alli-4 

victory, tuniioh cl110 tc tho difficlllt &dJ .. t.onto in Pllbll• t.hiddnc 

which lli&ht be ,_ .. &UT obould tho llaah -ck ai.ota OQt of tbo - · 

1!>e tindinp J.,.t pre .. ntAd bri"' into obarp fOCQO ti>• utent 

ot ow- r.li.anc• on lb.a1e1a u an al.lT. a.it. to urd•rtitand a.trt.can r .. unc 
about thio &L4anco it h important to not. that attHudu t.owvd R1aoia 

~ .. tho tirot f .. _,ntbo Of OW' p&l"tMrohip oi th bor thoucl> incroooincJ.T 

tavorlbl..e, baT• beeft ot an ubi•Wnt. cba.ract.:r. th• lhook of t.e. Jb.l1eo-­

Oeraan praot and diMPFOV&l. ot th• at.taok on Pinlan:I, MSded to .• dHP-•••t•d 

and lonc-1t.&nd.1na diatnaat ot th• Comau.n11t.1c exptriatnt., h&Ye not 'been 

owldenlT oruod f'r<lfl tho P\lbllc &ind b7 Ulo foct that w an """ ficbtinc 

Por the paat. ~ or tour 80nth1 p0ll1 hi.ff thown oom11t..ent.l1 

that allooat h&lt of tho popul.aUon 0110poct that Rlloola Ill.lilt 'uk• a ooparato 

pooco with Go- 1r tho opportunit7 or nocouitT 01'0... On tho othor hand, 

•icht. out. or ten .,.... cert&i.n that. ft oould depttd on ltcland ts>t. t.o ne,o-

S.iai.4rl7, d.11t.ru.1t of J\q1•1•' • poet-war beharior hu bffn w1ct..-

1p.read. Unt.U t.b.1 tnd of .._.r, a ainorit.7 of the public had cont1clenc• 

that oho 1IOUld -rote with uo &tter tbo -· .. t """'° of tbo lut 
nine •nth• ban oauaed. M1Q' Aml"icw to " x-1 nti t.ht1r .t.ereot7JM11 ot 

Ruooia. Confidonoo in hor poowar cooporation cl.labld ote&dl!J' f'r<lfl )8 

por cont in !larch to n - cont in lat.f ""'1ot. ~ation of Rlloaia•. 
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war effort, bowwr, bae nner been 1-. 1he a.d Arm•• haw &l.wqa been 

oredi t.d with •tmnc harder to win• than our ot.her AlllH. . And t.here ha1 

been a 1teed7 inoreue i n approbation of the all-t nature of the llUH1an 

war effort. (Chart mI) 

'ftlue, coupled wit.II a 1trong but 1tead11T d1ol1n1.ng, wapic1on ot 

Ru1e1a11 rel.J.abllit.)', there h detinl.te eYl.denc• of AMrice' 1 appreciation 

ot Ruee1&1 1 contribution to t.he war asainet the Axie. 

ENGi.AND 

Att1twlH toward lngland u an &l.lT, haft been ftr"/ different he. 

thoae toward Rusaia. People gener&l.17 haft exhibited a fairly 1tead,r oonv1ct1on 

ot Britain' 1 truetworthin"''• but the7 haft &l.eo 1nd1oated etrong reeernt1one 
• 

regardinc th• seal and 1ttectiftne11 of her n.&11tinc. 

"'1,. about lO per cent have ner upreeeed tear that Britain ad.slit 

Mice peace without ooneulttnc her AlllH, and the Tut MJor1t7 haft upect.d 

her to oocperate with ue after the war. However, thi• MJor1t7 expect1nc her 

to cooperate haa been decreuinc 1ligbtl.T - troa 76 per cent in P'•bNar"/ to 

72 per cent 1n late .WCU•t. And lngland ha• conaietenU,. been rated low on 

her fi&ht1ng effort. 'nlue, when people have been uked which of the t our 

Min Al.1111 h do1111 th• wt to win t.he war, lncland bae alwa;re radced behind 

Rueeia, the United State1, and eftn China. 

Tl'end qu11tiona uaed 'b7 the Ottlce of PUbllc Opinion Reeearob, 

Princeton Uni ftrsH7, el.nee the bel1nn1nc ot t.h• war 11 ft a more preo11• 

aeaau,...ent of public eat1etaot1on with the ~lb war effort . Aleo, th.,. 

• • 

. . 
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DO YOU THINK THE UNITED STATES (ENGLAND) IS 
DOING AU IT POSSIBLY CAN TO WIN THE WAR? 

-UNITID STA RS -INGLANO 

' 



- 10 -

tumillh an intere•tinc ~ •uure ot •ti•t ect.1011 with the United 
State•' •ttort.• 11>• tollowinc ~Ht.ion. wre 11ffd to teet th• attitud .. 
toward each ot the" two cowrt.r1H1 

"Do 70ll Ul1nk the United State• 1e doinc all 1 t po11i bl.J' can do to w111 tbe nr?• 

"Do 70ll think \he Brltillh are doinc all 
the7 poHibl.J' can do to "111 the nrT" .. 

Public eatiataction with England' a ettort e- to follow 010 .. 17 
Brltieh lll1lita17 tortunee. It wae low in Febru&rJ and llarcb, when llal&J&, 
Jan and the Solcm.n. were being ....Uowed bJ the Jape. It roae to an 
all-tille high in June , tollowinc the occupation ot !fadalucar and th• 
l~pl&ne raid.a on GenDA117, but dropped after the tall ot Tobnilt and th• 
Rue.tan reversee in the Caucasus and Cri.Ma. During tb• 811111Ur while Britain 
.....i. no strildn,. contributions . to the tight.inc, 1atistact.1on w1 th her et tort 
reuitwd at a low point tbroush the middle ot August. (Chart U) 

In the early part ot the :rear comparable aatietaction with the 
United States• war ettort tended to tollow the s- &""Mral pattern aa 
•atisfaction with the Brltiah ettort, althou&h it remained conoietentl.7 
hiaher. 'Ihle aatietaction went down in Febru&rJ and llarch with the bad 
newa troll the Paci.tic and roae 11&&10 in the late epring. With the COiiine 
ot eumoer and the be&inninc o! the Geman c-.paicn in tho kat a atrlld.nc 
chance occurred. Satis!action with our part in the war took a noee-dive 
ot 20 percent1&9 points troll June 9th to July 14th. '!ho reeult ve17 prob­
abl.J' harka back 11&&10 to growinc recocni tion ot OW' reliance on llu11ia. 
Undoubtedly, impatience over our tailure to open a aecond !rent, coupled 

• (Hote) 1 '!he relUl.te on the" and other 0 P 0 R queotioM are the prop-1rt7 ot tho attic• ot Public Opi.al.on Rloearoh, Princeton, ... JerH7. n.,. ban been~ anil&ble to the 0 W I tor 
~•t.ratin u1•..:f"7 and are not to be quoted or publiehed r without pe Hion ot OP OR 
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with concern owr lbla&l.an rewraH, &I'll at the root ot tbia iDCJ'9&Md alcept.-
icia concerninc our ettorta. 

the lol_,n Ieland8 1 otten&l.w probebl;r ~d .,.. ot the or1t­

ic1a, tor aatiatactioQ turned upward in Aucuat. llowftr , it &llT catutro­
phe ehould befall the Rlaaaiana, it ia prob&ble that th• critical trend would 
be re..-4. 

r 

Another trend tollcnd bT 0 P 0 R aouctit to datend.ne bow ..,ch 

d11aat11tact1on with the Britiah wu attrlbui.ble to the belle! that •Britain 
will fight Co the laat -rican•. !he ! ollcnrins q11ution waa uaed: 

"Do )"OU tb1nlc the lrlglieb will tey to •t ua 
to do 110et ot th• fighting tor th• in tb.11 
nr1 or do 70u think the7 will do their fair 
abare of fighting'I" 

!his quution doH not ae• to be in!luancad 10 directly by Br1 tiah 
milit.&!7 wcceHee or dateatii. (Chart X) SoMwhat .,,.. than a third of thoae 

with opiniona haft conabtently a ccepted th• chars• that the Brltieb will l et 
ua tight their war, and thie proportion wu ellgbtly higher on the laat teat, 
...i. in the latter part of llllT· 'lb• 1tabla reeulta on tbia qu .. tion suue•t 
that the ori.tioal sroup prob&bl.7 includee a nucleua ot per.one with tairl)' 
atrongl,y entrenched anti-llritieh vi..... And the prob1- ot conffrting th• 
to a tr- ot &ind llOre conduciw to all-out cooperation preaenta an into,._ 

ational cballenp ot real -a:nituda. 
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CHINA 

.ltt1 t~1 toward China, our third Mjor allT, haft on the whole 
been Vfl1'7 favorable. R Mring her tenaciou1 atntggl.e AC&iRl-t d11beart-
ening odda tbro~ the 193011, .liolrican1 haw onrwh•lilinclT rejected the 
idea that ah• would make a 1eparate peace. An ewn larger ll&joritr. have 
been sure that China will cooperate w1 th u.a &tter th• war. Perbap1 becauae 
her fighting potential 1e .. e call and her continued reei1tance 1e taken 
tor granwd, China 1e given relatiw]J' UtUe recognition u the count17 
trying •bardeot" to win the war. Sh• has coneistently ranked third, behind 
Ruasia and the United Statee. (Chart VIII) 

.. 

• 

' . ' 

'· 



IEUANC! ON OUI AW!S 

~r nid9m• ot diet.Net ot our AlllH .. towd in U.. 
19mral doubt and ekept1oi• 'Id.th 'llbich peopla reprdecl t.b• po•eibili~ 
of l"tl~nt f or our lend-l•a .. ahii-enh. In hbl'll&lT about a fourth · 
were in doubt u to what l111Hia would do, and ~lT a tifth did 
not kmw whether JiwlaN! ..W.d repq ua . In both -• th• rwinder 
divided rnnq bet.Mn t.bo .. who Mintained .. -14 &M thoH 11110 thouebt 
we would ~ be repaid tor our lend-le&H aid. 

Kost of tho .. who doubted wbather lllleaia 1IOllld alee reet.1 tut.ion, 
however, thought ahe would not be able to pq and onlT a tn -nted that 
ah• could not be t.Neted. In t.be cue ot lngland, on th• other hand, a 
M,joritT tended to bold i.r det.W.t on ber 1ut .... debt apinet i.r, and 
reuoned that beo- of thia ah• -14 not pq thie U.. either • 

....... t.beleaa tbe ban&Oftr of aotional h1cHption o-...d bf the 
renunciation of war debts t.- World War I -d to be on the decline, tori 

22 per cent in f'M>ru&r7 tawred airtnc auppllee to lngland or to lbleaia, bat 
)5 per cent 1n aichJulT eaid we ahoW.d gl.ft and not expect l"tlp&1Mnt t or auppllae a•nt to 

our alll••· 

tor our war aid, moat Americana fa'IOl'ff M1nta1n1ns a oonti1U011• n ... of 
a1111pllH to tbe C01111tr1H ll&Ml.nc tbe battle U..e . Atter the outbreak of 
war in December, rnn when our ""° need• tor an under-aquS.pped anv were 

l 
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,.....nt, '8 per ~ tbouibt w ~ ...t lrltaln Ulll a.aata at J.eut u 
MiV' IUllPliH U W dld before U. - · 8- of U.• - lldwooa\M ~ 
ol'N81nc our 1111Jm9nt.e. Tot.al fa'fOI' tor MintaialJll 1.ead-J.ea. at leut 
on a PU' w1 th llld.19at.a betcn t.tie ftl' bad not 1nonuM b7 Februa1'7 • 
.&otuall7, llanfta', •atimat on the 1- bad pwn mre tnonble,, eino• 
tbe ....,.r who -14 w eboul.d Miid !Ill!. •w" 'H J'Oll• ~ 2l. per - in 
Deomber to 28 per oent at tbie later date . 

While .AMrican appl'OVal ot 1nd1!i1"•1 el 11 •• bat bad both upe 
and dolma, ......,.,.,, ot our.!!!!!! tor alll•t hat been kMn t~ th• otarl, 
and baa been tte.di~ incNUing. In ear~ lla,J' an tbit cp11tion wu tirtt 
aeked, the ll&Jorit7 were ot th• opinion tbat tbie OOUlltJ7 requ!..red U. uei~ 
t.ence ot other oountriu to aohine !icto1'7 and 1 t bad increued b7 late 
J~ wbmn the ieeue -.. lut JJQt to the JJQblic. • ( Cbal't II) 

ot the relation.ebip with our alllu u a &i.,...ud-take at!air. A.I al.rMd;J 
reported, the7 han be~ increaei~ •are ot the ocntributiona 11"8eia 
and other alllea are ll&ld.ng to our c .. ee. the poll1 aleo renal that people 
reali .. the nece11it7 or re~111 thue oc~ributiona in other than -t&l'J 
wa.T•· 

.IMrioant cle!inl.teq !a?Or openinc a Moond bont 'lhiob will ...... ,, 
lien preuure on the llllt1i&n1. 

Sar~ in .&ucu•t 62 per cent ot th• public tboucbt tbat •in the nut Wo OZ' UarM mDDthl the Allie1 lhould tl'J to land troop1 -where in au-ope to at tack Oel'Uft1" • 



doubt• aa to tba auooeaa of 1111cb act.ion. 

41> per cent aaid th• cbanoH ot aucoeaa 
........ .,. good, 

26 per cant thought tha7 wre about 50-'°, 
13 per cent rated tba cbanoH ot aucoHa 

u leaa than 50-'°• and 
l' per cant would not expreaa an opinion. 

A clue to tlla probable reuon tor th• a«1tiaent in t&TOr o~ an 
invasion wae found in a poll ll&de later in Allguet, which renalecl that 42 

per cent ot the Plbllc doubted whet.lier Ruaeia could •bold out until tbia 

winter it oh• didn't set ....... help t l'Cll the Alli•• than ah•'•""" getting•. 

OTHER STRATEGIC CONSIDERATIONS 

'lbere 1e further nid•nc• that the Jl'lbliC would wale.- the 

institution ot more ottenoin tact1c1 on the part ot the United Natione . • 
'!h• Jl'lbllc wants our anaed torceo to take 
the war to the e...;r, and 

the7 favor the use ot hard-hitti.ng all-out 
t&ctice. 

'!he isolationist 1t.r111Mnt that we should bring our t orCH back 

bme and concentrate on guarding our own ahores bu ,,...,.r been accepted b7 

th• public line• the war• s outbreak. In llareh when the J apaneee were reach­

ing a high water uric ot wcceea in the Pacific, and ckm9at1c gloma wu 

unueuall7 beavr ( onlJ 28 per cent thoucl>t the war would be a...r in bro rears 

or leea), the public a...rwhelalnclT oppoeed ~ ~.-!.•• or withdnoral . ~ 

... 

.. 
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1 per cent. wanted to •111. thdJ-. tro. U.. P&r 
lut. and .... peaa. with,, ...... 

4 per cent. want.eel. to •m. t.bdnw t.o 8-11, 
Alulta Md our Ollll Paoitic Cout. and let. 
tha Jape CU"J"7 the 'Ar t.o u•, 

88 per cent. wanted t.o •ltMp fitht.l.nc an al.l­
out. ar qainat. U.. .Jepe wbereftr w can 
poHibl;r at.t.&ck t.i-• 1 and 

7 per cent. nre uncert.ain. 

'Ille t our p&rt. "1••tJ.on ( ... P• 1 and Chart. 1) on where w lbou.14 

concentrate our ettort.e bu aleo, &I.no• lf&T, gl.nn people an opport.unit.7 t.o 
•&J t.bat. •• ehould •pull our torcee cloae t.o heme and uae th• to prot.ect 

our own lboree•. In choosinc tr<e the tour alt.ernat.l.fta preHnt.ed, mnr 

more than 7 or 8 per cent. have advocat.ed t.hio deten&I. n polio7 - not in 

earq June .,an the ltl.dw&J Batt.le and t.he bcllbine ct Cologiw encendered 

high opt.iJoi•, nor in m:l.d-Jul.T when the public wae eobered bJ bad newe troll 

Ruaeia and IQpt • 

.U.O, ~ OPCll question has drawn the hwe oharplJ b7 presentJ.114 

onl7 two alternativ .. which torced a choice between otten&l.ve and cleten&I..,. 

at.rateg. 'lb• tol.lowin& question wae ueed1 

"Which ot the1e t.hinca do JOU t.hink th• United 
Stat.• lbou.ld do? Send .. at ot our J.rrq abroad 
t.o fi&ht the en~ wherenr tb•7 are, or keep 
.,,t ot our J.rrq at hc:aa t.o protect th• United 

~ St a tea?" 

1h• rewltl ahowed that. a -.what. larger percent.age , but. .Ull a minorit.7 

favored deten&l.n atrate17, and t.b11 ll1norit7 haa t.ended to decllno i n rec1nt 

raontha. It waa: 

28 per cent. i n Karch 
25 per cent. in .11111& 
24 per cant. i n Jul.T 
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WE SHOULD AGHT AN ALL-OUT WAR INQUDING THE 
BOMBING OF JAPANESE .CITIES 
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On the other hand, tile .119roent wllo want t.o nnd ~ of OW' Ariq alroad 

hu rieen troa 55 t.o 61 per cent 1n t.lle •- period, And of· OOlll'H, the 

1111.nol'i t;r inoludad ~who favored cvr;r1111 t.lle att.&clc t.o the enm,;r nan 
. 

thOUlh the;r nre unlill.1111 t.o davot.e th' M1or nhen of OW' toroea t;o the 

t.uk. 

'Die public hu alao not &dvooat.ed pulling our pwichaa 1n th• war 
. 1 

ag&inat Japan, nan thOUlh we milht autter bard bl.owe 1n return, 'l!h•:r have, 

1n tact, IJ'OWll belligerentl;r 11<>re 1n favor ot all-out tactioa, (Chart llI) 

In llecomber, 1-diat.el;r aft.er tba outbreak of war, 59 per cent 

aaid "tight an all-out war includ1111 bcmbi.111 ot Jap' oi ti.ea• , In l&W Jan­

U&l'f and earl;r l"•bru&l'J' support tor thia polic;r dropped allghtlt t;Jf6 per 

cent. But w1 th the tall ot S1111apore and Java, at ti twlH t.oward J~ 

toughened, and support tor all-out tact.ice jumped to 67 .,..r .cent. 'f>n each 

ot these polla the tact that such otteneive tact.ice might J,:~, 111 re~aal 
I •r \;-

. . I' 
baab1118a" ot our own citiaa did ~t deter more than 11 per *'1\t ~,.., 

' ' ~ ~ 
all-out attitude. r, f •1 

• '! 

' One reaaon wh;r the all-out polic;r wen support, bollaver, 11q be 
I ' 

the fact that caaip&rati vel;r tew people have ever been ver;r ..Omed &bout , I , 

the prospect ot attacks on our own oitiaa. In December people •• onl;r 

alight d&l18er ot extenai ve r&ida on our weat cout and nan leea dancer 

ot r&ida on the eaat coaat. Jl'eare inoreaeed alightl;r 
0

b;r Karch, but oven 

then a large lll&Jorlt;r continued to diooount ttle poeo1b1lit7 ot r&ida, and 

the bulk of tboH who did expect such att.&clca believed the;r WOIW\ be 

"tew and far bet111en•. 
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ARE YOU FOR A NEGOTIATED PEACE? CMMT IHI 

BEFORE Peart Harbor 
QU£STION, 

If - could be obloined toclay 
on the baoit of Gem.any holding 
the covnftiiM aM hen conq1 a ed to 

for, ond Britain Uoplng the 8titish 
Empire m it now stonch, wov&cf you 
be in favor of auch a peace? 

AFTER '9arl Holbor 
QUl!STION1 ....... ~ __ .... .... . ........... _.....,....,........,, ..... . , ....... _____ ,.....,_ -----·-' 

.. 

.· 

.. 

. . 
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llelieft1 &ir r&idll .,.. , 
Vll'J' prob&ba • • • • 
Onl1' t&ir lT probU>h 
lot a t all prob&ba • 
Don' t ~ ••••• 

·~'a:f
0

i:m 
23'1 2,. 
41 45 
25 18 
11 12 

~r101m 

• 12$ 
32 Y1 
48 Y1 
12 l4 

NEGOTIATED AND SEPARATE PEAa 

It.lob ot th• t or 1191ng erld9nc• bu indic.U.d that th• .AMrioan people 

ee• to be ~OllPi•d ll&in}T w1 tb the prcbl.u ot bow to filht a ~hi tt.Ulg, 

w1nn1ng _,., 'lhe7 haft apparent}T pnn 11\Ue tboulht to the prcbl• ot bow 

to ulce ~ or a.- to te ... with th• .......,.. 'ftme, cmrt111 th• laat. TUr -

both be tore and after t.h• outbreak ot th• _,. - .... rioan oppo1i Uon to a 

negotiated peaoe bu atHdi}T et.1ttened. 0 P 0 R baa ulld two different 

queotiona to •uure thie eenU.nt before and after the outbreak ot war, 

but the general idea ot tb• tlro - oloH enoucti to allow c:iualiti•d trend 

ccmparhona. ,,,. .. qo>eationa ban been amd b)' O. P.O.R. oftr the put TUr· 

(Before Phrl Harbor) •u peace could be 
obtained toclq on the baail ot Ge~ • 
holding the oountr111 ehe bfa conquered 
eo tar, and Britain k11ping the Brit.lib 
arpire u it now 1 tand1, • would ;rou b .. in 
tawr ot 111ob a peaoe?• 

(After Pearl Harbor) •It Hitler ottered 
~ now to all oountr111 on the bub 
ot not &01111 ~ turtblr, bl&t ot luTI.111 
- ttera u tbq are now, would ;rou tnor 
or oppoo• wall a peace?• 

1here wu a cont.i nMNI deol.1.ne in 11nu.wit tor peaoe, t..- 21 per 

cent in Ju}T 1941, to 5 per cent in Ju}T 1942. (Chart nll) 1heH c:iu-atione 

undoubted17 Ma.re aot.1n, out1P9k1n deeirl tor peao• at a t&irlT hicll prioe, 

l'&tlwr than 111.llinpHa to oonaidllr apeoioua, plauaibl-undl.DI propoaala 



WHICH. COUNTRY 

WILL HAVE MOST 

TO SAY IN WRITING 

THE PEACE? 

• 

. \ . 
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with .tdob Ul• llalie would ..,...l.T clothe a11J peaoe otten.tn. lllt the drop 

in outepolcen dellire tor peace a t tbh bilb prio• bu probabq bHn ao~ 
ied aho b7 a drop ill will'ngnue to oon&ldltr propoeale ot ~ eort. It h 

aleo perb8pe eipU1oant t.b&t other •trap• q1H1etione pre"ntin& euoh pau.­
ibl ... aounding peace propoeale ha.,. rAre°lT 1&1rwd ..,... t.ban 10 or 15 per cent 

approY&l. Aleo illtereet.ing in t.h1.e oonneot.ion h the taot that in lf"1 69 per 

oent of Merioana beliend t.b&t Oel'll&l\7 would like to &Ike peace w1 th ua on 

the b&eia of the statue quo, which ficw'e dropped to 55 per cent in Jul7, 
after Cleman - CapUlftll had begun. 

It ehould be realised, bonftr, that tbh peao• aentaent baa been 

•aaured durins a period when tha anrap -rican bu felt the i.llp&ct of war 

v•f"f little, when U.S. o&aualtiea have been Nlat1vel7 lisht, and while oon­

ticlenoe in the ult.iaate Yicto?"f haa been exceedin&lJ' hi,b. Should Ruaaia 

aotual.17 be forced to 11apitul&te, or ehould ..,_ other catastrophe befall 

th• Allies, it 1e <>0nce1veble that aenU...nt tor a •rwsctiated Yioto17" 

111.ibt inc:re&M. 

'lh• Peace Tratr &l!l th• Po•t.-WK World 

When pe&<>e w1 th Yicto?"f doe• ~, AlleriC&NI think the United 

State• will haw tbe etronprt -.oioe in tild.ns the peace teru. (Chart UV) 

In lf"1 a -.lorit.J tboueht t.b&t thh COuntlT would "ha" mo1t to HT ill writ.ins 

the peace tre&tJ", and th• YOt• inoN&aad in J1ll7. 'lhoH who did not •ntion 

the United 8tate1 o1 ted llwland more often than Rlleaia &a the oountrJ t.b&t 

· . wwld h&n the moat to HT· 
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Sino• peopa• 1 idMa reprdlnc the lencth and d1tt10llltJ' ot the 

wv U"e obanplble and -rtain, opinion oonoeraiJlc the kind ot t.re&tJ' 

to be udl and t.be p> •rr! nc ot t.be poet.-.r .,,.14 -t. be oonAMrM with 

mah omt.ion. ~ ... - CNJTent. at.t.itwlH U"e worth not.inc· 

' 1'.bore h nicleaoe troa pol H 11C in both februa1'7 and .lul.T that 

while people ditt•r wid8}T in their rec-·ndat.iou t or preoh• treataent ot 

the .Axia after an illi•d Yiotor'" on}T about 01»-tOW'th ot th• would eo eo 

tar u to ..Swoate .i.1tro71nc ta. u ,.t.ione. 

. ~ . 

'!be protipect ol additional terrs.toll')' u a re..i.t ol t.be war appealed 

to r- Amoricuil when tb97 apreHed tllelllelYH on thia 111 .... lut JPebrua1'7. 

A titt.h tboucht' w oucht to get more territol'J than w bad before the •ar it 

the Allies win, but 11101t ot these people wanted on}T atratepo.U,.-looated 

territorlea tor ailit&l'J buea. 

'!here U'e ..... rei i.ndic&t.ione that in the tuture tho public 111.lhH 

U.. United State• to take a more aotift role in intermtional attaire than 

it took before th11 wv. In late Au&u1t, 63 par cent ot th• public apprDYed 

the idea of th11 count.I')' Joi nine an organi1&tion ot nat.ione after the war. 

Orowinc belief that n Md• a 11htek• bJ •t&Jinl out ot th• League 

ot •ttone after the laet war proYide1 further •Yidence ot the increue in 

i .ntemationali• .one Amorlcam. Allll01't. -tl.T a :rear ill'>• Dr. Oallup1 1 

Amorle&n Inet.it.ute ot Pllbllc Opinion, '*•d the t ol.l.owiJlg "'9•t.ion. It wu 

repeated bf the aw.au ot Intelligenoe on .ful.T let ot th11 79ar, and &pin 

in late .Auguet . tM group dieapproYinc our put ieolationi• roe• 10 per • • • 
oent. 

•Do 1""l t.ld.nk the u .• ~ lhould haft joined 
the League ot lat.ioftl after the laet. war,. 

.. 

. . 



.. 

. ' 

. ' 

. ' 

. .. 
- 21 -

~·Jm . July l, l9lt2 ... 25. 1942 

Yee • •• • m 46'> 4'7f, 
No . . . . 37 2) 28 
Don1 t know 26 'Jl 25 

Another meuure ot United Stateo 1 willin1nu1 to pU-tioipate more 

directl;y in world attaira in the po1H&r period bu been obtained b;y the 

ottice ot Public Opinion Reeearoh at Princeton with a ellghtl;y d1tterent 

question: 

"llhich ot these bro things do 70u tllink the 
U .8. should tr;y to do when the war 1e OYer: 
Sta.;v out ot world atta1r1 as much &1 we can, 
or take 111 active part in world attal.re?• 

In J111U&r1, and 11&1n in March, 72 per cent favored the United 

Statea taking an active role. '!'hie tigure dropped .Ughtl;y in mid-June 

(~), but the majorit;y in tavor ot international participation remained 

high. 
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Suell -lldatlono alld suggestlono as -y appear In 
IHI ,......, ....._ not been cleared In advance with the 
~ of the Office of War imo.-t1an alld da not 
nec-rlly reflect his ¥lewt ar tllaoe af the Offtc. of War 
infanMllaft. Recoo111.....iat1ono alld 1U9geotlono, If they da 
appear, are only submitted by llldlvlduals In the Bureau 
of lntelll9ence who have a_,,.bled the data alld they are 
offered fa< the conolderallan of appropriate autharltl ... 

The Bureau of lntelN9ence of the , Office of War 
Information UMS a variety of procedures and tech­
nlq- lo obtain 1'1 data on the attltvdes of people 
olld on whot It brouehl to their attention. These pro­
cedures and lechniquet have been faund reliable ofter 
utenslve experimentation over a period of years . 

• 

• 
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TBI RIPOIT II IRIIF 

a.rma - ... ·- 1D SoQt.ll llu9Ja t.llU - ..... .s-­
•tnW t.llat t.lla ... ,an mt.r ott ... 1 ... -. reported to 
t.be .IMriou people 1D Wn. ot -aenw opt.1aia, 

llilllltUl. t.ll••lr1n1 iDcllned llmrioua to Oftrftt. t.be aipi­
tiouoe or Jlad, l.rm:f aucoH-· llllt it. b clear now t.ll9t 
t.llia tendmq to.t.Nd and npporW utn...,...t hopH. 
llMd"M• •onuad or luaian 't'iotoriH• •a.-• wohacl• 
• . • wa...•iana clr1'" on• • • • "lui a tend cruhed. • 1 ... 
wt.at.on, editor1al writ..ra and IOTU -t apob_, 
thoalh thq P'" a 8GMWllat. 80Z'e ....U.tic n.. or th• •1ti.­
aue11 t.11.an did t.be h•dHnN, Wo u:acpraW t.be •OOJl9 
and 8UCCH• ot t.be Bed l.rm:f'• mt.r ..... p. ODl.T - -
heeded a1Aor1t7 tried to prwct th• ott...u ... 1D it. ~ 
119r 119r•119ot.1ft, 

'l'bie diatort.ed report.1.DI and 1.llt.rpretation pro90W .­
relaxation or attort - reaulta llldoh uaoU;r auiW Bitler'• 
parpo•••. 1hq Wt t.be public unprepared tor .,.baeci-t. 
• ....,.._, and t.im. pand th• ~ tor an llllheal.Uo' 9111111 hoa 
opt1aiu to 119 .. 1.s a in.""11'· 

1'o - uteot. t.bq iJlp&1nd OClltidenoe 1ll t.lla aocvaq or 
all t.ll• wv - relAued, not Clll,T in Bua1a 'bat 1ll t.be 
'llDiW St.ate• and it. other all19• •• ..U. Bad not. ~ 
.... rioan• bee unaware or t.be t.7 role ot ll11Hia 1D th• ar 
and had not th• natJ.cm'• attmtion baao t00"8ed CD aobarinl 
rnwaH 1D t.lla Pacitio, - 80re hull ldlllt haft bee .i-. 

1lla duler poiDte to th• need tor uinl a t.o-told JAt~ 
•ti-1 w :uh to P"ftD\ t.be pUlio hoa 1•t.tial u -­
bal.anoed -oeptioll ot t.lla prosl'eH ot t.lla WV• Ia add1 tiCll 

to eatapardinl t.be aooaaq ot ort1o1al - · it ia -
Ml7 to 11 ... ~ta and editorial -tat.on arteotift 
picluoe in th• intarpntatiaa ot 1-portant dn'elosi--ta• 

• 



r. 

"Thoae who indulce th ... elves 1n !alae optirrl.a, 
those who believe that the peoples who are t1flht-
1nc with "" ror our c- cause should relieve 
us or our duo share or eecri.f'ice, those 11110 are 
reluctant to i:ive their all 1n this strucgle tor 
the survival <11 t.he earth or what 1a r1ne and 
decdnt. lllU8t be resarded •• en""'1es or the Amer­
ican people." --- !?llm'ler 11elles, addreas at the 
Arlington llational Amphitheatre, li!emorial o.y, 
1942. 

REACTIONS TO THE RUSSIAN WINTER CAMPA.IGN 

Oonnan cains in the battle !~r southern Russia have compelled Americana 

t o revise their appraisal or the military situation on the !astern front. It. 

is clear now that the published reports o! the Russian winter o!!enaive, in 

newsp.:ipers and other media, rostered extravagant , unjust11'1able hopell and 

gave a r:dsleading impression or the relative strength ot the Red ArlfrY and the 

ReichS\'tehr. 

The damaging effect such inadequate reporting can heft on war morale 

~" perhepe not :yet received au!!1ciant attention. The c0ncept" ot total 

'llllr calls for reco.,,1t1on o1' the close interrelationship ot pe;ycholog1cal, 

military and economic activitiea. An over-opt1JD1.at1c 1/lterpretetion of a 

military cupaign ma:y breed complacenc:y1 and thet caoplacenc:y 1n turn UT 

make a nation halt-hearted 1n the prosecution or t.he war, 1ncl.1ned to poet-

pone important decieions and to balk at sacr i.f'icea. 

Inaccurate reporting is t.he toe ot another component ot 1ound morale, 

a reuonable atabilit:y or opinion. In a global war, in which the etrancth 

or 29 nations is pitted againat strong enemies who heve been preparing tar 

the 1truale tor years , it 11 c lear thet the total balance ot torcu camot 

- l -



ehi!t l11111ticantl7 in a day, a w .. Jc or a cionth. But poor reportine , both 

'becau.se of ita 1 cli&te ~Ct &1\4 because it le&YH US u:npre~ for aub­

aoquent ..... ta , ...:ouragee a Yiol ... t fluctuation ot opinion rrcn ratuou• 

optim1.811 to extr- and unrM1oning desJ"lir. The stead¥, r esolute prosecu-

tion of th• war is impeded, a t tin .. by cor.ipl.acency, at tines b)' de!Mtism. 

' A third diaadnnta1• ot reporti.nj: which breed• unjustified bopea is 

that it ""7 UDd-1.ft• cantidence in all o! the war ,_. releued b7 a particu­

lar nation, and .,,., Uipair confidence in the reports or its allies. A reccn~ 

Bureau of !ntelli 1.,ce stud;y indicat .. that contidance in United Nations reports 

has , in fact, be"' s0111811hat impaired in recent months because they have so 

troquentl1 bad to gi•e belated continmtioo to Axi• claw and because or the 

belie!, juatitied or not, that bad n""" is oti.n scr_,ed out or ADerican 

releases. The reputation for reliability e.:irned by OerMn military ca.uni-

quea h&a wen a wider accept.anae f or all n""" from Axi• sources frcn a public 

insut.t1cientl1 fuillar with the Ooebbela technique ot a1x1ng truth and falae-

hood. 

TREA THEIT OF Tiff RUSS /Al OFF EIS lfE 

The t.r•taent of the Ruaaian winter offensive provides an inetructive 

cue biatorJ or the •se with which war n-. can be diatcrted and ciorale ~ 

p&1rec1, in the abe...:e or poeiti•• .rrorta on the i-rt or the aov-t to 

.. : 1a1.nate diatortion IUld to counter the proi-pnda 1trate17 ot the en1m17. 

l'ren before the t enDinat ion or the cm-ne • 1941 orr.,8ive on o.c..­
ber • , "otb MWeJ».per ac<.>unta and official atai.ente ...:ourapd an inac­

curate eppraie&l or 'lllat _. oco111Tinc in RuHia. ()\ July 2, Stalin announced, 

- 2 -
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"'Th• en.,•a beat d1Tia1ons and the beat mdt.a ot hi• air roroa haYO alr..q 

be., crushed. • on Sept_.,. 9, Chlll'Chill proclalaecl1 •.ureac17 in thr" 

montha Kitler has loet. ,,_ 0-.i blood t.ban waa abed in &nT •incl.a 7MJ' 

or t.ha last ..... • Churchill ~ have been rar.rring to 0..-n lo•"• 1n the 

tint World '!tar on t.lla But.am front al.ens, but. ha did not in aey w:t qualU7 

hb •t.atcient.. Tbs tact is that O.-ni'• total cuual.tl .. in l.916 ..... -. 

th:ln three and on~ll&l"t.er million. 

Subaeci-t ata~t.s by Churchill, St.al.in and othert 111n1aised 

RU3si.3.n reYOraooa and oorar..phuued the coet. th• 0e ....... were forced to JIQ', 

in t.eru ot ca81al.tlae, tor the vut and valuable st.retches or territory 

they over-ran. But the euccHe or the Oarman orttnalve was perhapa 1taalt 

an 4dequate antidote t or t.lla over-opt.ltdatic ott1c1al etat.mta'whlch •P­

po.:irocl prior to t.lla onset ot Wint.er. 

With the launching or the Rusaian winter ottmielve, a eharp pp 

materialised bet- the report.a or llil1f.ar7 devel.0PM11ta and the actual 

at.ate or attaire. During lta winter caapaign tbs a.d Antf reoccupied or ra­

capturocl a certain -t ot terr! tory and tprced the o.r.ane to utilise a 
t 

n11nber or d1v1aions t.he7 would ha,,. rraterred to atrlcl to the 1one ot the 

1ntar1or to reat and refurbish. In tuminc upon an tN1Q' which had been 

prae•inc it backward for -tbs, it llXl\ibitad rac11PC'9tiT• poorer and courqa 

wbich were an inspireticn to the 111-1• ot K1tl..,. throuchout the world. 

But 1ta oJ.'tendTe ""C&llecl on)¥ & fnction of the OSl'l!lfJI forCSIJ took 

al.most no 1.aportant etratoctc points t~ aer1oual)' tr19d to dettrlcl1 ~ 

haYe been aa co•t.3¥ to the lb»aians u to the Oe.....,.1 Uld, aa aubaequaat 

... en ta prov.cl, na1 th er r outed the a.-n &!'IQ' nor reduced it.a • t.rencth to 

th• point where it could no l""I• rec&ptara the initiat.iTe • 

• 
-) -



•-.torte•, edit.oriale, the o-t. ct o~, 1114 .aU1oial 

et.at..ente all gllTtl a taln illlpreHicn ct t.be .. snit.Ilda, et.rategio l.liport.anoe 

and, eucceH ot th• PAd Anq ottenei '"· A t.. 1nd1 'l'idll&le tried t.o pnHnt. 

t.he capaip in it.e proper panpect.i'N but. u..ir •oicee wve droomed out in 

t.he hubbub ot opt.1111.eUc interpr9t.at.1cne, 

A r .. hMdline• and leed• will pen.ape Neall t.he tl&Yor ot -. 

treatment. ot the ottene1'N1 



• 

!be .. q110tatJ.G1U1 are repre-t.l\tlft, 11K ac.ptJ.CMl.. SW- durinc 
the period ot the a.nan.• 1941 ott-1w, -.papen hlld gi...,. a •idMding 
1-preHion ot the ~ ot the RM Anir· Aa s-NllT beppelle in tbe 
trea~t ot war n-., ..ii nccaa .. a ..... ~ up to cC11111~ i.. 
port...t J'eftl'aaa, ao that the n..toar ot rel-• to Ra9aia u atrcag er 
rlct.oricwo ac~ ucaeded tile IUlber ot nterencn to her aa ..U or 

0 

TR EA TMENT OF RUSSIA'S STRENGTH 
I • tho low York Tla11, Ooto~or 11•1 thr111h A•t••t lt•I 

FR>HT PAGE H EAOL INES 

Oii.i· .... ,. ~···"" ..... J ... 11 ...... 

llfUDCEI TO 
IUlllA Al 'TIOll OI Y CTOllOlll 

llfUHCU TO 
IUUIA Al MIU 
OI HfUTU 

ED I lORIALS 

Oct.I- Dec . 7• Jun.I•· Doc.I ~••·II Ae1.JI 

'!'ha ohal'ti bOft UluatratH the ntJ.o betuo111 reterencH to Ruaaian 
• • r•nl!\h and NftrenoH to RuHian ...icneaa in the New York Taea tor Uiree 
Jlf'••iocb 11no• \ht Ned imuioa ot \ht SOYiat lhion. llo atkntioa wu paid 
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to the relath• iJlportance or the ret•renGH J tlNa a tl'ont pa .. hHdl1M 

report.inc a llinor RuuiM pin wu siftll the - ftimt an the plua G.i. 

aa wae giYen on UMI lliml• aide to a tl'ont pap tieedllne reporting a uJor 

Ruaeian di ... ter. Halt ot UMI chart ehon thi• !'9tio u it appeared 1n front 
page headlines, while the oUMlr hAJ.t illustrate• the ratio 1n editorial treat­
•nt. During the winter oaapaign, it will be _,, the dieproportioo betwem 
t1\9 .reference• to Ru•ai• ,.. •t.rons and the reference• to her ae wMlc ~ 

over«hellling in n.,.. etoriee , F.ditorial trea-t in the Time• wu e_.,.t 
more restrained. '!he aoat 81£111ticent aepect o! the chart 1a the sharp.,...... 
iation in the ratio between optillietiG and pe11ild.et1c •phui• free period 
to period. 

EDfTDRIAL TREATlf(!T 

J1at11 ot the editoriala on RuHia during the period o! the winter 

cUlpait;n eideetepped the utter o! her strength or di1C11eaed the utter in 

neutral teraa. But moet o! the editorial.a wbich did dMl with the eubJeot 
p~eented RuHia ae power ful and rtctoriou.e. Relati ... l,y f .. editorials 

uinteined with WtT inaiatence that UMI mn trca Ruaeia Md to be ~ 

preted G&utioual,y, 

lloat col-U•t• alao wmit all-out in dHcrib1ng the RuHian oUenaiH, 
The aillt&r7 c-tator of tJie H .. York SUn wrote on Dec.-ber 231 

•!lui G&aualtiH are -.nting bJ the tena of thoaanda 
in the • •• di•ordered retreat ••• Unleea the G~• can hold wit.hi.A the next twent7 ~ ... the pNHnt retreat will d-lcp 
in t o one or the great.eat debacle• in hi•tGr7··· · 

llanean llaldw1n • • Jan11&17 7 colmn in Nn Tork TSM• wu G&ptioned r 

"Nasie hard pr•Hed bJ RuHi&na and h1•tGr7 hinte of nn route, • An AP 

!> -
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,.. \ <("" "')... 
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c_,t&tor 1ll'Ot.e, on Janu&l'J' llu "0.IWAl!T'• r.,,.._ on the Ruu1an rront 

h&\'e upeet the 'llhol.e AX!• app~art., ueual.)T reUabl.e intOl'Mllt.I report.ed 

trc:a Burope t.oc1a7,• l>orctey Thonpeon conaiat.ent.)T exqgerated RuNian euo­

ceaaea. On April l5 ah• wrot.e 1 "Our 1trate£1c poe1t1on 1a cood... Oel'Ml17 

11 in a pincer ••• The Rueel.ana ••• bold a 1uper1orlt.7 in-~ u wll u 

their bodlT underrated a1r pclllllJ'. • llajor Eliot de8cr1bed the Red~·· 

spring ottena1,.• ag&~t. ,KharkoY aa •a c~ut "1ct.clr7 tor the Rua11ana.• . 
Oftic1al 1tat.,..nt1 !requent)T it.ruck the Mme note. To - exttnt 

they Hre probabl.y Wluenced by a d .. 1re to puncture the ~ ot lu1 1n­

vincitlillty and t.o prHent Rues1a •as a ponrtlll. allT which could be c-ted 

upon t.o continue the atrugsle againet Hitler. But thq _.. ptrhape 1n­

tluenced t.o acae ext.ent b;r w11htul th1nldnc u wll. In arJ7 cue, thq re­

intarced, inat.ead ot correcting, the llial.Mdine l.aj:reaaion the ..sJ.a P"• ot 

Same of the coi.entary 1'hich appeared durinc this period, 1t 11 t.roe, 

was soJ:iiisticated and realiatic. The llew York l'llat•a llilitary expert, Pl.i­

cher Pratt, wrote on Pebruuy 24: 

"The strict)T temporary and local 1igniticance ot th• 
poa1 tiona ••• need• ... p11as11. . . There 1a nc real tront at all, 
onl.y a eeri11 ot fortified poe1t1ona ••• all. still in !lad 
hands •• • alone with the onl.y r eliable means ot cooaun1cat1on •• • 
the railroads." 

On soveral other occaaidna, Pratt wrote along th• - lines, On March 20 

a UP reporter wrot.e h'oa Moecaw1 •a.ports that the Oenun U'll7 on th• 

eaatem front 1s riddled b;r detaatiail and a eh&ttered .orale are -..• 

..nd Secretary Knoll atubbornly mintained (in a pre11 cont.--e, .lan'llUT lli h 
111 d.o not think there h&• bem1 a rout ot the O.rwana 1n Runi.a. • 

But sW-h c01111Mnte wera r•re and received l ittle notice. lloet 
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interpretation• ot the winter cupaiOI -Ollng*I the danceroue belle! that 

the Red AnIT •• a •t.ch, or more than a mat.ch, tor the Reiche-.hr. 

RESl'O#SIBIL/Tr 

Our """ wbh•• were prl.mrily neponelble tor 0111' awreetiation or 

Ruaaia'• winter ailitar)' eucc .... a. Dupee ot our awn hopes, • unqueetioo­

abq looked tor rtidence to bolet.er the belief that the Ude had turned 1n 

Russia and that the Oermne were bel.n{: souncll,y thruhed. Inacclll'ata l!uHian 

military r eporting encouro.ced ue to form an overopt1miet1c eetilllate ot th• 

real situation. 

SClle etudente ot P87"holO(lical wrtare belin• tb&t our twe ap­

praisal ot the Rueaian situation waa in pert th• intended r eault ot a.._.. 

propai:and&. Although th• real dil!icultiee the Oenoans raced MY haYe 

dictated the tone or their winter stat..ite, many straws indicate that 

they deliberately fostered a pessiml.stic a ppraisal or their situation on 

the Eastern front, juat as they had earlier lulled the worl d into bel1ev-

1n& that the w.r on the Western front was a •ph.,.,,..• It 19 certain that 

th417 did not exert th-lves to diapute Russian ccmsuniquea, and that U.. 

apeechu delivered by prominent Nazis durin{: the winter mont.he • er• con­

sietently gloom;r in tone. By put.t in& a peuWstic interpretation on her 

aituation in Ru•sia. OermanT could hope at once to stitten home morale and 

to soften united !lat.ion•' reoistance. She well knew that complacency mi(lht 

'Teaken the feoll.n{: t.Mt it wu urcentlY neceeaary to aid our RuHian allba 

• . d in general ..U.e us less r.:aolute in the prosecution o! t.he WllJ'. 

!.'any or the a:.Orl. J Which described th• d11'tieult1H the Reichnehr 

raced in..;tussia And th• deterioration or conditione within Oen&nT -t.ed 

from cam.er• whcr-: they micht r eadtl;v have been planted by the O.nune 
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t.119eel•H, not.abl,:r ti-ca Stooldlola and lleme. Yet theM etori•• wwe 
~ u ... ~c by the •on repatable Meri- -.papen and ~ 

• 

~· by Naai otticiw during the winter at.el ... te were consio­

tenU,,- crta an.: peea!Jliet1c. 111.tler hi.aMlt acland, an Jam1.t.r7 )0, •Qe~ 

1• 1oinc thro ,., the wont winter •inc• Napoleon. • Again and • pin Ooebbele 

.M1ated that Oe~ ..... t1gtrt.ins tor 1te "17 aietence. '!he Nui lucl4ra 

/ -
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hardahip.1. 

Jloet Awican c-ntarT, both "7 to•wt-nt apaka- and publicist., 

enc:Olll"aced the net.ion to accept t.heH peadaiet.10 acoounte end 9J)Meh•• at 

. th•ir tllll race •alu•. S\aner W•llH called Hitler•• apeech ot llarch lS 
•an adaieaicn ot derMt. • In the - month A. A. Berle c-tedt lllfe now 

haY8 inronoauon b' .. aourc .. 1nll1it. Oeft!WV' Mk1nc it clear that th• OerMNI 

thn"el•H know that there can be but one end.• Hitler '• apeec:h ot April 26 

wu allloet uniYeraally regarded ae an indication that the Oenian llituat.icn 

.. ~on rl....S the epeeeh aa a etrildng indication 
that Der Fuehrer wu loa1ng hie grip on t.he situation in the 
Third Reich ••• Tha £9neral i.lipreasion was that it justified 
the ataoaphare or optimi• that hae bean pr9Valant here •• • • 

A t- obaenen nre not t.ak•n in. H. J, r~lor, .tio had been a 

correepondent in Berlin, -med that the !lazia had "dedicated t,_.elY8o to 

maldnt: ue think th97 will tall •pArt," Conotant1ne Brawn pointed out en 

more than one occuilln that the Oenoana were deliberate]¥ ati..ptinr: to 
1 create an opti.liiot.ic cllll& te or opinion in t.hie country, And on January 11. 

Secreta1J Knox ,deolared1 •Nearly all the at~ri .. about the terribl• ait-• 
uation in oe.-ro- origin& te in territory controlled "7 0ena&l1)'.. • I 

have a hunch the Oeniana are putting out theae at.ori .. t.o talc• the tine 

edce oft our energy and aingleneH or purpose ••• • 

Optimistic oor.aiantary, hOftv~, predomineted. 'nle coneequenoae, 

whether th• Nasia w.re pri.liarily reeponaible tor thea or not, exact]¥ 
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REACTIOIS 

The •aunt. ot 4-p done b)' U.. d1et.ort.1on ot U.. Ru.tan w1nt.er 
campdpi i• not. -t;q MUUNble, At U.. n17 luet., honn~, 'it helped 
t;o .,..tain an ~ n.. ot U.. procnN ot U.. wv. 1'l>er9 1e 
n1c1- tor t.hi• ~· 1n u.. tact. that, cnoe u.. Ruellian •not.oriu• 
ended, tllere wu a percept;ible cbanp in people•• apeotat.icne aboolt tile 
lenrth ot tile WU', In Jllne, betore Cle.-iv' began t o econ renewd eucoeH•• 
on the Rueeian b'ont, and while .&Mrioa•e hopee"" etinl&ted b)' the 
Coral Sea and ~ battl .. and the 

0

thoue•"" plw ra1.cle on' Cle.-iv', thr-M­
tittlul ot the people 1n one Maple inteniewd b)' the Bureau of lntall1'*1c• 
thought that the wv would be onr 1n toro 711ara or lNs. In July, after the 
fall ot Tobrulc and Seftatopol, and tile rapid ednnce of the Oeniana t.hrougll 
Southern Ruas1a, cnq two-t1ft.he ot the ....,i. held t;o We belle!, 

The ~is on RnH1a•a wint.ar succesa .. could h&Ye hardJ.7 
'·1.led to affect. the th1nk1ng of Ul1T ot thoae who recopse the illportehce 
ot her role 1n the struggle ot the United llat1CNI apinet the Axis, Thia 
includ .. a aubatanti~ proport.l.on ot the American public. All preTioue 
Bur.,au of Int.elllcenc• publlc&tJ.CNI have reported, ai.oat on .. t.hird ot " 
cr--i> ot people 1nter"Yi•ed by the Bureau 1n July thougllt that Merica•• 
prospects ot victo,,. would be reduced bT the 4-tea t ot Ruae1a, An even 
li.re-r nuaber , ~ halt ot thoee 1nteniencl, and llON than bro-thirds or ' those with an opinion on th• question, felt that the war would be ereat~ 
prolqed 1n the event that Ruaa1a wu knoclced out, 

It cannot be d....,etrated that the 1naccurete presentation of tile 
R\lss1an winter orr .... i ... induced rldeapread O"Nroptial.• and aoapl.ao9!'1CJ. 
The daage which 111pt b&Ye been done-• reduced b)' toro t.portant taotor•1 
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l. Diecouragl.nc nl\'erH1 1n the Pacifi c er•, upon which, AJ1erica 11 attenti on wa1 riveted. 

2. The failure ot u.fl1 people to appr.cilte the cr Uical 
and cll'ltral role ~f Ruaaia 1n the war. 

Pearl Harbor acbered and chastened th• nation, and throucl>out the 

winter and sprinc thero followed a devaatatine aucce~sibn or W•tl• the 

!all o! Hong Konc:, t.:anila, Sinea!>OI'•• Java and Bataan. While 1uch di.laeter• 
wore beine experiencod, thero was little <11n1er o! people becoming .,....._ 

'lpt!.miatic, The em1lhas1s vut on the Ruasiln otrensiYe MT have avsrted 

d iscourac_..t and det•ti•. On ~e other hand, '-"icana ld.&ht han been 
more grim and determined than they· were, il the Ruaailn campaign had not bMI\ 

presented 1n such a Nnner u to raiee their hopes undul;r. 

llany people, h""ever, were im:nme to the diatortion o! the news !roa 

Kusda sl.tlply becauae they were unaware of the crucial l.aportance ot Rualil 'a 
role 1n the war . .u pointed out above, one-third ot the public telt that the 
compl ete defeat o! Ruasia would chanee the outcome of the war. But it ie 

l(lually necessary to observe that the re:oa1nl.nc two-thircb did not think 

tho.t it would . Similarly, it is si!ll'iiicant that halt or thoae inter-ri.....i 

either did not believe that the defeat of l!ussia would prol°"' the war or 

had no opinion about the r.iatt er. 1h July, Bureau of Ihtelligence interviewer• 
expres3ed aur;iriso at the Wt-cquent rcl'ernncos people nade to the Russiln 

reversos and "t their apparent lack of effP.ct on people' 1 thinking . r-.-
t.han one person in ten showed real anxiety over Russil 'e eituotion. 

':hb failure to experience concern about Ruasiln S\llll!ler rev11r1H ~ 

it•oJ.. : .. ve ste""*1 in purt from complacency generated by winter news. 8ut 
1n ;:or~ the lack of appreciat.ion of Rua11a • s 1.Dportance 1e a re1ult ot "9r 

eoocrapllical remotone11. American• lack the informat ion to f ollow the 
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sroer-• of tht ... in -b a clittan\ porUco ot tht world. '!bq camot. 

appnc1at.e the ~io&M• of the lot• of a giYen &rM beca11H they lack 

faot.e &boa\ U.• peopl.8 and it.I reaoarc... ~. fall of llm•1a '• P"•t o1t1• 

doe• not. ban the -tional iapact. that. mrked the oocupat.1on of Far11 and 

the bc:Uine of London. 

lloetWt;y ~ Ruda, u ftll u S.O-..ce, e&"8H u to di.cowtt. 

he: u an al.lT· O..p1t.e adairation for her courqeou rH1et.ance to Hit.la, 

th«re i • a wide•pread feelinc - a bait.ace perllape of the~ Rlla•ian de­

•alos-nt.e haft been pra«1ted to America ever since the ReYOlution - that 

ehe camot be t.neted. Maey people •till fHl that R1111e1a nay make a eepa­
rate PMCe with Hitler . .l }l&jority fMle that she cannot be t.ruet.ed to co­

operate with the United States art.er the war . Thie dietruet makes it dit­

ticlllt tor people to 1dentif7 th-elY• with the etrllg£le of the Rllaeian 

people. 

• 5'lch tact.or• &1 these reduced the damage which eight have bMn done 

by ~.-optiaiatic accOllftte of Ule Rus11an winter ottendYe, but it 1• certain 

that •OM d-r;e wae dcfle. And it 1a illport.ant to recoe;niae that , 1111der an­
other aet or conditions, thit 1.apact of a diatorted ):l'Hentation o! a ailit.ary 

c&Dpdp lligbt. be qgravated rathw than leH-.i b)' clevalopmnt.a in other 

ereaa. The objective ot informational policy C1U1t be the 1110lt accurate P..e­
eentation of n111te which knowled&e or thea and eecurit;y coneicluatione permit.. 

PfllVEltT/<! 

Th• diatortion ot the Rusdan winter ort-ive could probably have 

been prevented, Th«re is rea1nn to beli.ve that American ciilitary author­

ities and "'9deral inteftl&tional aceaci• a):llreeiated the 11aited nature ot 
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th• Ru.eal.t.n aucceuea. u. s. Anl:f n .. dJa••w, thJ'°""1 their ••lec,t.ton ot 

material, Pllt a eober apprainl. on the lituation on the Eaatorn front. The 

War Thia WHk, con!idential.1¥ circulated within the OoYe.....,t b7 the ottioe 

ot the Coordinator ot lnf-tion (now the Ottice ot strategic Senio••) 0G11-

a11tent.l)< adn1a1aed Ru.eaian c;&ina. The F•bruuJ' S-12 iaaue ll&int.&1MCl1 

•Attar two ...,elca of 'Tiet.cry 'b7 c-1qua,' the 
Runl.t.na atlll appear to have breached no .. ..,,tial port ot 
the Geraan detenaive ayate on the eutern front, Md aili­
taey aclviaera to the Swedish govern.nt bel1 ... e that the 
Soviet• have ade no i;emtlne advance in the paat ten days. 
The krJ points 1n the llazi system - llovgorod, Rah..,, Vyana, 
Bryanak, Orel, and Y.h&rkov - are still held 'b7 atrone 
German forces . "• 

The analysis pointed out th& t Russian pressure had probeb17 forced the 

~emans to utilise divisions they bad intended to keep in reserve, but con­

cluded that t.he process had not been • extenaiva anoui:)t to C&llH &llT 1"8&1 

weakenin~ of Gorman offensive •trencth next spring.• 

A <liscu.ssion 1n the April 2-9 issue anounted , to an indirect proteat 

at the treatment t.he Ruasl.t.n offensive -• reeeivin£ 1n the 4meriean preu1 

• 
"For approximately a 1100th there have been no real 

chan&es on the Russian front. Cccpot.ent .American obMrVera, 
who have consistentl,y stressed the fact that the Soviet 
eounter-o!!anaive this winter succeeded in wrestl..ni: no vital 
stronc point• !roe Gorman control, nOll believe tll&t there 1• 
11 ttle likelihood of any furt her Rueeian ga1ne. Recent 
newspaper stories - such as the ecoounta of 'fierce fiel>t­
ing' in the Uonets and Kalinin sectors - printed with banner 
headlines and then a day or two later quietly dropped without. 
sequel or con!iration, Mm to be trequent.1)- the Joint 
i*'<>duct of Journalietic bull-eesaione, working Gii the fiia­
ai .. t evidence. 

"Th• initiative on the Ruaaian tront "1ll apparentl,y 
aoon be in Qenoan hands. It •- unlikely that there w1ll 
be further DOY-t ot any aasnit~ until th• Huie ehooM 
to launch a epring otfenaive. •• 

• Quoted b;y pena1ee1on 
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Federal int,,....tlonal qenclH Wl'9 alert to the poealb1llt;y that 
Oe~ waa dellberateq att.-ptl'lll to ll&XildM lt• renr••• the d,lrtl.­
cultin th• 119ic"-hr heed in Ruan•, and trwblH on the hOIM tron\. Tiro 
contl.dentlal •nal:rM• aubaltted to the Ottio• ot racta mid P'18W'M1 tor -
•Pl•, u wll u one prepared within the orpnhatlon, agl'Md that Hitler•• 
speech ot April 26 d1d not naceHarll;r 1nd1cate that he talt thNatened b;y 
dlalntagraUon ot aor ale withlll OeN&llT· OM ~i•, .w.ltted b;y a etatt 
-ber ot the Ott1ce ot the Coordinator ot Int019&Uon, la worth quoting at 
.... lencth1 

•Hitler 1m.,... and 1111st know Ulat auch ..-rice aa theea will be 1ntarp ... ted abroad u evidence .or wealce.ln& morale. It le not unnucnable to auppo .. that thla ettect was de­Uberatal;y a1Md at. So tu u the hOIM trcnt 1e concemed, he wanted to broadcaet to th• wideat poaaibl• audience that lnettlcienc;y and halt hearted aupport or the wu will no longer be tolerated •• , The apeech la not nidence or craoklng oenaan aorale. It aiae at atlttening morale at hOIM ••• It would ..., nonaenee to sq that it auat have a de.oralla-1ng ettect en Oenaana.. • I f Hitler'• r1echan1a tor feeling public oplnicn talla h1lll that a doM ot terror will streneti­oerun 110rale, he will not hHlteta, 

•,. , the apeech a1u at exactl;r oppoalta ettecta at hoae and abroad •• • • 

!lo l'Ml ettort appears to have been ...Se, hoorenr, to 1naure that 
these more realistic a1l1 ter;y and ideological u.al.;r .. • would gonm the 
t !'u l4ent o! th• f!uuian cuipaign in Allerican 118dl.a, Bit.her our °"" llili­
t&r;y and in.for.oational authoritiee lacked oaoplete contldenoe 1n them or 
there waa no polle;y and aechan1a at tllia Mrl;r atege or the wu ettort tor 
preventing maintarpretetlcna ot iapOl't&llt wu d"aloi-ita 1n OWapepel'll 
and other Hdla, 

In arrr c,..., no ertecttn ai..p. wre tek"'1 to proteot the public 
tree a dlatorted and aialNding preHnte Uca ot the ltl&aa1an mmp&il'JI. 
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An int-tion&l poll117 which wollld haft at.lll>llol'nq naiated AIV' delibeNt.e 

!&llitication of the n.1, to ind- either optiai• or peuiai•, waa 

ne•er~•l- gullQ' ot tba negatiw ain ot si;ermt.t.inc • danfl9J'Olla and 

duAet11£ miaint.erpretation ot event.I t.o dcainat.e public oonaoiO....aaa , 

COltCLUS/OltS 

The treataant ot the Rlluian winter citt ... iw ~trat.el that u .. 
intomaUonaJ. policy toWlded upon the 1trat.egy or truth auet. be ~ oon­

~el:ned with two object.hH, A• i• wiclel;r nco0111ed, it ..ut. atrlw tor 

maxl.11111111 accuracy in the preeent&Uon or """' .h'Clll .Aaencan 1ource1, But 

it la wo illpottant that it concvn it.lelt with t.ha accUNte intel'pret.a-

tion ot """" originating in .......r, neutral and .,,.., allied countrlee, 

Because wilhllil thinking ia a con1tant danger, lpeCi&l e!tort.I auat 

again1t overoptiaia, while U..,. M,T occa1ionall;r be neoe•IV)' and belptul, 

are not alone au!ticient, In addition, it 11 neceela!')' to aae that tMN . 
11 not an unwarranted di!tu1ion o! opti..i•tic """" .ar¥1 tbat good ....,.. ii 

not exagaerated or OY11'Wlpbuiled. 

In thi• inetance, tor exa..ple, more attention 1hould haft been si.,.., 

b7 thou in charee ot intomation policy to tba ~ ot what wu beinc 

eaid to the Allerican people about the atrengt.h o! R1>111a and Oelwan:T· 1'>e 

ratio or opt1a19Uc to peuWetic 1tai-nt1 with Ngu;i to all k117 'war 

issues da1erve1 con' >.nuing attantiOll; .t ratio that 1e t.oo high or t.oo low, 

a •"'"-bO'I ehitt in •pha1 ~1, ehould 911g£91t tha need tor caution, X.'balanoa 

in t.1a h'3d.Une1 11 a particul.ar •OIU"Ca ot daneer. ,,.. atead;T, re1ol'1te 

proaecution or the war ii olaarl;r endangered b7 pre1antat1ona ot the ,_. 
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'llbioh riolent.l,r nuot.ua te bet.Mn ext.NM•. 
Cont.1n11in4 .,..h-.h ebould be put on ccab&t.UJll Axi• propa...,.S.. 

Conet.ent 'ficll.anoe 1•1 of o_..., _..,. 1n the 1ntupretat.1on ot -

trca abroeid, 'Dien appear to be pna1•1il& poeeib1lit.1••, t.oo, ill naldng 

AMr1oane _.. -.... of t.he pr1nc1p:t.• and teohn1q.,.• of Axi• propaganda, ao 

t.11,at' t.h9T oan be on t.he1r prd apinat it., 

Ol1id&Me to Allerl.oan Md1a 1n inWpftting epec1t1c nent.a often 

pu1iape the -i 1llport.ant - of eatqllU'd1nc tbe public apinat. .,,,.l'­

opt.1111• and t.he t.riclca ot Axia F"P"P"""• lbat appean 'f be -t. needed 

1a beolcll'ound 1ntonoat.1on which will help edit.an and ccme ... t.ator• to ... an 

... nt aocvatel,r and 1n it.a t.Ne perepeot1n, Sucb intonation will facill­

tat.a t.he carreot 1nt.erpreta Uon or .....,t.a and Nduoe U.. liblihood ot too 

llUOb 1-portanc• be1ng a ttaclMd to- cq one deftlloplmt. Ott-tti.-record oon­

ferencM 1 ofl1c1al appraieala of nent.a b7 ailit.ar,o 8J)Olc- and o1"111an 

oft1o1w,· Ind o(lftfidentlal ftlllflllett.re to edit.ore and o-tatore au. 

~ F<Cnnc poeeib1lit1•• tor putt.1il& an aoourate 1ntarpret.at.1on upon 

... t.a. There 1e eood rr1ci.- that edit.an and -tat.an •Ollld wlc ... 

p1daMe ot tb1e .art . . 
• 

' 

, 
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1'11• report it bated on t.M following at.er1al1 

•tti. •Battle ot Ruuia• and AMrican Opinlon,• 
and appendiDo, Solll"O• Vateri&le D1Yi1ion, 
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Such rec-ndollono and suogeollono 01 "'°Y appear In 
IHI rwport hove Nlf been cleared In odvonce wllh the 
Dlnoctor of the Office of War W-llon and do Nlf 
nec-rlly reflect his Yiews or "-e of the 0191ce of War 
ln""-llOft. Recon ..... odatlOI• and suogeollono. If they do 
appear, are only submitted by lndNlduols In the Bureau 
of Intelligence who hove o...,,,bled the data and they ore 
offered fa< the consideration of approprlale outharlli ... 

The Bureau of Intelligence of the Ofllce of War 
lnformotion uses o 'IOrlety of p rocedures ond tech­
niques to obtain its data on the attitudes of p-1• 
and on what ls brought to their attention. These pr~ 
cedures and techniques have been f...,.,d reliable ofter 
earensive e• perimentation over o petiod of years. 

• 

. . . 
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11GhUnc Frcnto 

ATTENTION FOCUS 

nie .. w n<l.Oft ot u.. -rioon pulllio wu pnd.-.....t~ 

diNO~ durinc t.ho wMk to tho follorinl top1001 

a .. u. ot St.&J.1ncnd ,,. ___ ill __ 

Br1Ulb &CUGD la M•de.rrr 
Joint w - -- &1J' N14o ... ~ i z +w comt.ere.t\&cb 1n the SolCWCWI 

The -OC..atic P'rant 

Tbo llONcl> npon and rubber Mrinl 
Cangre111onal action on the Prelident 11 ant.1-1nnauon .. ,..,. 
fax propoeal.e 
t:ot ·O!' ~rt oontrol 
'ftl.• ~aident• 1 bin on double pq tor s~ 

Jlocl1a ot w ... u.cn plocod tbolr clUot a.plloAo on ,,.. - - ... t 

ot 1t. optai•UC 1n t.ont, with th9 ~- ot nport.e h9 s+•11n1 ..s. 
ht the tat. ot the -'-ric&n ao\.oriat. dNS att.enUan MCond -11' to the 

ta w ot U.. Rod Al117. 

EDITORIAL ATTITUDES 
111£ WECI 

potala. hlainaticn nblWed t.rrer U. propriet.7 ot \l'.e Pnaident.1 1 t.'lrN:t 

to aet. withou\. c<11V9111""'1 OClftMl'lt. It. appeu'9 ,_.rell1 ~ nmr 

that Consru• w1.l1 ••t. tbt PNaident.1 • dmand.I - Md do 10 w1 t.b l'Ml<n­

abl• 9p1ed. 

A atronr "1norit;r ot odlton inoUt tllot c...,.. .. Ii" tho PrNldent 

- l -



no blank ct.ck.. s.. ,.,.,..,.,.., not&bl7 t.hoH 1n U\11 SOl"i~Homrd chUn, 

W'S- thlt ConCN•• dn.tt. epecitic ...._.. tor ,,.,. l'rwa.1.nc or e t.a'b1Ua.­

t1on, along with it.I aotion on r.,. pric•• · 

'?ho rubber report out.Ut..d b)' tho B&ruoh •-•lff - &l'fft..d 

n•l')'Whert W'it.h nloct••· Alao•t all ~tat.or. c~ l t in •me 

Mr&•ta"e an J.nd:ic'-'- of Adalniet.N.Uon pol1071 ~ cndit.ed the PN•l­

dent With coance ..ct candor tor hi• ~t. ud pablleaUcm ot u. 

c~tt.M'• t1nd1np. 

nw report .... Adl01nlo\r0t1on _,. on opponwl11i7 loo aod.,,_ 

•co~ thtir oritJ.ol• of th• OOY•maimt. 1• ocmduct ot t.h• war. Arthur Xrock, 

i n Ul9 N.., York ~., tor exM;ll•1 o&l.led it. "• powertul 1.ndiot..nt ot 

weak, 1.Mtfici~t. and \ftl&nl.ctd adainlet.rat.im. • Mone tritndlier camen.ta­

toT1, the Cbicaeo SUD Mid 1 --tben can be no quarrel w1. th thi• report. ac.pt 

.. '° 1 .. date. n o'-1<1 hoTo - _..._and -rod -u.o -· tbo 

po.rticul&r poin• of tho report ""1ch ..- - 1ndl.pUon ... 1\0 -

pon.N ot TM Go•a 1w1t.'• failure to util1M SOYUt. qnt.beUo ~ ~ 

cea•••· A nmber ot JMIMr"• uhort.ed the Preeident to kMJ1 Kr. Baruch in 

the to.-e.tront o! the wa.rlttort. 

mplc:u.Uc Attain 

!Mr'O wu a ,.n..i or att«nt1on 4urtnc tho ...ii \o the probltm of 

India. Priae Mi'Ji•te:r Churchlll'• pranom c t ctr. cGM.t.cS.r9bl.e crlt.i­

cl•. 1bt Bal.ellh .... and *9ner, tor~' 9114 it •1n41cat.ed that. 

tho Churchill p&rt.7 1n llri\dn 11 oUll \oo 1apor1al.11Uo loo 3,..u17 1 .. 

proo1-t1ona tho\ U 1• AlhUAr •war for -ra07.• nw """1"1Uo 

Courl.tf'..Joumal oaptlc:.Md a n tditonal., •Churchill 5hGn Moir Not. t.o Randl.11 

Indla.• nw - cu~ S\&I' .-rlmd • ••• u 1• -. thl\ 11r. cbarchlll 

- 2 -



et.ill th1nke .. -~ in tenu ot the old Sri tillh 1llperialla. • Op1n1on 

- d1Tided, 1-'rer, ""1" the w1edaa ot Allerlcen 1ntenent.1cm in tlM 

Indian cont.l'onr.,.. 

A number ot c-entat.ore d1ec111111ed NOent ..,..ta 1n Prance H ~ 

tending ID outrlslit b1'Mk beta- tlM Un1 ted Statae and the Yicb7 Oo•• A­

ment, 11iere was wan mppl.aUH tor the decl.anticn Md9 bJ ldOWU'd Herriot 

' and Jule• Jeennenq and outraged ccndema ticm ot Pierre 1.a..al' • dKree pro-

Yiding tor the ccmcription ot French labor tor llhis-it to th• 1181.ch. 

The 1'1gbting trcnta c--..ded cmparat1~ UtUe editorial. att.>­

tion. c-nta on the 'batUe ct Stalingrad pnJ.IMd the Rwoaian deten .. u 

heroic, but held out UtU. hope that the cit)' can be e&Ted. A ScriW-­

Howard ed1 torial pointed out t.hat "1rha t.Yer cmea, no AMrican and no 

Briton can ner torpt that the courapowi Ruee1&na at the Volga ha•• 
bought the preeiowi •ant.he tor ue to prepare. n,.,. ha'f• wiped out •ore 

Nana, IDd tenke and p1-, tlwn on all ot.her trcnta put together. H1Uer•• 

beat troopa will MY•r -.arch i n conquest •pin - on the •teppe• 1n Rwoeia 

they are dead, hundred• ot thowoande ot u-. In the t1nal batua ot thi• 

war, wbetber in cae J'M1' or 11&'17' ,.are, that tact mq be ci.c1e1n. • 

Not.ea 

llenpapere caM Yigorou•~ to tbe eupport ot the ecrep -tal dri.,.. 

Near~ all ot U- joiJwd 1n th• cmpaign with hortator)' editoriale and 

ga.,. trcnt pap lp&C• to collection ettorta. 

,,.. preee 1e d1Yided on tuaticn. !lut -t pmpere acree that thq 

ha.,. no UH tor tlla Preeidant•e proposed t2S,OOO cdllng on 1Dc-. 
-J -



c-tatore are aercieed oHr cntJ.cia ot Aioencan tightine and 

boabing planee. lloet or th• tend to riee patriot1oall7 to the det- ot 
' 

Alller1can aircraft but they s- emnha t unea117 and uncertain about their 

actual .. 11.te. 

FIRST RE AC TIO/IS TO THE l'RESIOEllT' S lllFLAT/01 H£$$AGE 

, Edi t.orial coamenta tore, tor the moat part, recognised the PNai­

dent I. Labor Dq mesaaee to Congress and hie addreae to the Nation •• pre-

che]Jr what they bad been d-ming - tina, torthn!lht· executive action. 

"lfe have •eked tor positive, vigoroua leadership t.o win the war,• 
0

de-

clared the Christian Science lloni tor. •Here 1 t ie . We welcaoe it. • 

Both press and radio t ended to diacuee the meeeage at tiret in tenu 

of it.I •uiiimatum• to Ccngreae and to epeculatoo on ite political ett'ecte. 

The prevailing reaction to the •ult111&t111:1• wae one ot acceptance - though 

frequently with certain miagl.vinga. '!be New York Herald-Tribune declared 

that "Urder any nonaal conditions, eTen under ordinary war aanditiona, 

the demand on Congreee !or action by October l would have been whollJ' 1.D­

admi••ibla. But under the actual ai tuaticn ot today it aaoee •• a aecea-

• sary and a salutary shock. • • 

A few n""spapera and one or two radio caaentatora viand the Presi­

dent' e action aa wnrarran~ high-handed. 'lbe carJ7ing out ot hie 

threat t.o overr1de Congreee would be, in the opinion ot the lfaehington 

Star, •an act ot dictatorship pure and aimple.• To the Chicago Tribune 

it would be •a coup d•atat.• The Hn York Timas wondered it 1t·ie "worth 

breachins the Constitution t.o secure this ditterence ot 10 per cent 1n 

fana prleea, ••• • And the Patterson papers warned that Kr, Roo-lt•a 

promise to reatore powers t.o the people • bad better be taken with a 
• 



cra1J1 or Ml•. • 
lloet -talon •sr-d wt CGarN wiU ,.._..i, •..rt tho _,_ 

oit)- ror _,.u .. aotlon 117 prooeodlng ~ alone tho 11000 nci-•ted 

'o)' lfr. ROOH9t!lt. •ror th• Mk• ot u. republic,• Hid 1M Sal.t.iaare Sun, 

•conp-e•• a.t pure tM pri.M 0-cmtrol i.epalatt.on tor wtd.oh u. PrM1dlat 

..u.• 
Wbila J>Nl.U.S u. Tip- or w Preoident.'• •u"-u, • mabor or 

.Utorl.al. _ _., ftl'e ioolinsd to b1- hla £or boolr-puslne. 'Ibo spoci­

!ic ccmpl.a1:nt llOlt ~'17 d1.rected at ah". R0011 ... lt oonct mtd hi.a 

failure to t.k• AnT awpe w.ard the at&bil.11atJ.on ot wa491. Scaia argued 

that hi.a prca11• to etfHt ..,. atab1llMt1on &I 1oon • • Con.g:re•• act.ed on 

Iara J)ric•• wu too np. ~ urs-1 that C°"IJ'tl•• 1Uel.t lac1-1late rN­

pect.i:ng nee•· 
In seoonl. u - bs ildund froa tho1r 0-U t.bal-ton .... 

...u....i thol "'" ,,.._. ch- to &lft c....,.. ... mltb opportwd.ty lo 

coopente 111.t.b hlm. And, aboft all, tbe7 an ~...S that. real MUVea 

to count.er t.bl daftaV ot 1.ntlat.s.on .GOW ,.. aaeured. 

POPULAR REACTIONS 

Tiil 'RlSIOEIT'S AITl-llFLITIOI SIEECll 

1'bt PrMi.4-R • 1 tabor 0.,. ndio ~ .. on the in.na­

tion probla reached, d1.rectl.7 ar ~. about 

~ ot t.he •rtc-.n pu.bUc. In ntlpaftM t.o qaeat-1ona poHd to 

a ...U nat.1-1 -plo on Sep-.. 10, 53 per _,, Hid th&l lhoV i.ard 

the Pre1id.nt 11 IPMOh • the air on Labor D1.7. ,....nt.,-t.hrea per cent Mid 

they had read tho ._h 1....U ln U.. -ro. 1'11'tr-£our per conl 

1&1d t.hlr Md nad _..,.per atortaa or be&rd nd.lo brOlldoaat. about the 

- s -
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opooc:b, 'l'hroo«'> ane, or anothw ot \MM chonnell, • t<>tol ot 74 per con\ 

.or the pu.bUc •ecurecl ._. knosl..S,. ot t.bt Ph•ident'• mU-tnnatioo 

J2l r~••l•. 

!'hoM peapl.o who Mid U>o\ 11'"7 - •boll• tho PN•ld<ln~'• tpeooh 
nr-e ulred, •A1 a wbol9, d.14 70Q. appr'O'N o.t wbat U. ~t. 1aid, or 

notf• J41.rt7-tiwe pe.r cent of tl"9 (6) per cent ot the ~ tapla:) 11Do 

pr11aMd appronl. The part.1.cul.ar a.,,.ct. ot U,. Pruident. 11 • ordl which 

ao1t ial:pr.1Hd hi• li•WMN .... that he • ould W1dwtak• «acuUn acticn 

iwu.u acunt• tho danc•r oI 1n0au ... in u.. ....,, t11a• eon,r. .. a1>..w1 

tail to adopt the nK••Ml'7 -sun• b7 OctcbeJ' 1. C<mpara\1"17 r .. 
11.ngled out. th• port1cn o.t the llJ)MOh dealing with ailltarJ' *"*'i.. •• it. 

aoat 1.apreari•• ~t.. 

'l'hoo• r..1llor • 1\h the ~ were allo ukecl, .,.., \here ""7WAc 
in partJ.eular in the epe•ch that you didn 1t Ukt1" rour-tttt.ha ot t.hon 

que:sUoned (~rut.ha o.t the whole 1t.=pl.e) an-.red "No." ?be r .. who 

Mid that thq di.silked 1c.e port.ion or it cC111pl.&1.ned that it. .. ., ·41~ 

t.atorial" or th•t it tdltd to &eNM• 1ti-cn1 ao\ion on .. ce 1tabU1aa­
t.ion. A. flt7 ....U n\llber ob Jee ted t.o tbe Preaident.' a Yi.en on tam 
prlcea. 

AllAREKESS OF THC l/IFLAT/011 THREAT 

the h-flaide.nt.' a tabor 0.,- M•MC- and 4ddHa1 -.re dell ••r..t in a 
atmosphere or general lllfU"e:Mlt that intl.aUon 11 now a rMl d&n,.r and 

t.ha t control ot both • • ,.. •nd t&.l'Wi pricM ia MIMd t.o kHJ> the danpr 

incheelc. 

-6-



opo.cb .. UUd, "DO JOOl \ldM IMn 1o • rMl ....... ol tho .- ot lio-

1.A& FIA& eo 111411> ~ tho - tho\ .. will - a .._ -1- 1atl&tlonT0 

The -...n .. ,.. •• tollC11"11 

Tho --\Id.I'd !'hLoll ...- napt.1ftq ... .- to oxplAin 'lllJ 1\ 

... no Nil daftcw of a Mrioue t.nnaUcn. .U.0.t all or th.- people 

rtcocnJ.M ri•inc 11 Yinc coew u a ...ac• t..o OU' ec~ W.11 tMl1 an 

•tt1ct.1Yeq &r'Nlt.ed. ft.u.t at leut tov-.t1t\N ot the whole pibllc _, -0. 

Mid to haYe • rMl recogni Uon ot U. oMd t01r Ylcarou IO'"n9m.t.al ~ 

Thi• conclUliM 11 boht4Hd b7 UM .,,...r, to another qu91·tioa po1ed 

to the ourplao •Do ,_ th1nlc H lo ..... ,....,. to cootrol boUI -· ml 
r.,.. pricN ln ...s.r to koop the coot ot 11 "1Alf h<ll FIA& to 11111> tba\ 

- .. ..,,. 8~ 
Not nec•1...,.,. 7 
Don't kncllr 6 

'IOJf LCADCR ArrtTllDCS 1011ARD /IFLAT/DI CWTllOL 

,,.. Pr1e1dent'• •eocond ant.S..-1.nnaLion .. ,_,. o.-. at. a U.. wtMn t.be 

leader• ot c~tJ.nc eccncaio ll"OUP" 9U9 rM41, Uld nwi 1DMa1.)T _,.,., 

for dn1t1c t'4p8 to NcuJ.a ... ftt'• an! lU9 priOM. labor, f&nl and bui.­

ft&l8 leader• have di1P1-7ed a ll'OWi.nC MnM ot vsencsT bl.Md on a NCoe:ni­

ticn Ula\ 1ntlAt.1cn coo\l'ol to dato bu - i~to. All of U.. -..i 

- 7 -



action on ti.. entire uU,..1Jltl.atiaa .traat, - t.boqb tbq mu. tbat nob 

action ••t attect their - P'OllP, 1nt.&rute, •- ·ot \be groap lelden 

Yoiced 81f1 dOl1bt. that intlatioa can be broucbt andar oaatrol IV Yipou 

gowwnwtal actic:m. 

Th- '11 ... caaetitut.a a diaest ot opiniaae apl'NMd b7 _.. thin 

800 epok•- tor tan., labor, busineH mid c1'11o groupto int.&m....S, ott 

t.ba ricont, ~ t.ba lattar part. ot Aqu9t IV, 4eJ,d repnemt.&t.ln• ot 
' ti.. llUn&u ot PUbllc Izlciull7. The !"Md•-• wbicll ..ii.n ot eacli group 

exprHMd tor anti-intlatiaa -..r.e wu ' 11Nd IV an 1neietence that 

tbei.r epeoial inter.et.a be protected ap1nst ~ eacritic•• not 1.llpo&ed 

upon riYal p-oupe, No doubt ti.. raadin&H tor reeulatioa wbicb the leaden 

manifHted wu due, in part., to a denra to Y01ca patriotic Mnt.1Mnt&. 

ill ot th• group ludan n&tw&llJ' continua to jockwT tor oaacHld.OD8 

fa-ror9ble to tbld.r - interests. 

Agricultural. apolc•- nre insietent that tba illpo&iticn ot price 

control• on t&n1 product. be acccmpanied IV etrict nae rel\llatiaa. Tbq . 
exhibited a rather bitter tfflin1 t.bat th& ~tioa 1e •coctdll ... 

labor . 1'I&)' nre critical ot hilb war indueW)'-... and teartlll. that tana 

labor will be dra1.Md &n,T to t.ba c1 tiN. 

Labor la&dare •xpr&Hed etrq diH&ti•tactica onr prioa ocatrol, 

aepac~ 1n relatica to tood product., and in81sted \bat .... etabili.._ 

tica be tla:ible. Tbq recopd.Md \bat wee coat:rola are inrritabla, bat 

1n•bted that eub-etuidard nae• be reieed and that ..... &dJutMnte keep 

pace witb th• cost of l1Tin1. Tbq expreH&d tear that,.... ccatrol llipt 

wealcen coll&ctin barp1n1nc and lllld--1ne the •trmctb ot labor am.one, 

ill lebor epolc•mm '11~ oppoa&d a MlN ta ml 'lll'pd •triot ourbll 
• 

ca protite. ni. incrMH in Bue- ~·• Hlu7 wae ~UT -ti-4 

- 8 -

• 



' 

u a 9on point. !be 12$,000 lilo1t.aU.cn en indirtdual. aalar1.e• 19 pner­
al.lT Np.r'Cled 111" Ulua ..ii u a ll)'llboJ.. of aquaU tr of NCritice. 

BlleiMaa l.aaden aha9old leaa conceni aboa\ tana prieee U.... about 
wap at.abillutJ.on. A •Joritr ot U- upre1Md recopntJ.on of the nNd 
tor nmbill\7 in ••P control \o penit adJuatunt. of eul>-at.andard ap1 
and other inaquaUtiee. .Uthou8'> •ON and •ON Yooal in d.andin« a Nl•• . 
tax, thq think of it. u a Nftftu&, rather t.han u an an~intl&tion, 
.... ure. 

Group leaden bell- that antJ.-intla t.icn -.urea ehould be pr.­
a1111t.ed • it.h -.pb0 • a on patriotJ.a - u the ccmtribut.ion \o t..>ie war et-

their llinde, 1e Mlt-pnMrnt.icm - the danger ot intl&ticn \o the in-
diYidual pocket.book. 1'..,- acree t.bat 1ntl&t.icm control will be acc.pted 
in a heal thT apiri t it it 1e put into e ttect a.:ong all P'OllPll eiaul"-ouel7 
and equi t.abl,y. 

THE ECO#OHIC •/ttFORllATIO#AL CAP• 

TM Ult.i- intlation progru 1e threaten.d not anq 111" th• intlat.ion­
ary gap bllt aleo 111" 1111 into~tional gap - a laclc of •areneu ot the 
prograa•1 obJect11'1a and operat.100.. ilth.,..P the public, •• reparted aboYI, 
it nCllf anlce t.o the thrMt of epinling price• and to the nMCI tor CoY1m­
ment.al action, int.am..,. ccnduct.ed 111" the Bureau of Intellipnc:e in lat.a 
Jul,y and ••r]J' Auguat reftalad that uey people do not apprecia t.a e1 tt..r 
the int.errel.atJ.cm of tact.or• in the econcaic aituatJ.cn or the grCllfing neeee­
eit7 tor pereonal aacriticH, It the anti-intlatJ.on proa:r• i• \o euccMCI, 
a ditticult intoraational. Job et.ill lome ahead. 
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lgnoNince ol tile i:r1ce control l""oVM 11 u~ rido1Jlh0d, 

One-t.ltt.h ot all Uio•e 11\~-.:1 dJ.d not. know that. Nell a srov- •• in 

opention. H&1.t ot t.h. Maple bad littl• ar no •peoUic WorMt.ion •""'-

1', ---~· 1n ... """""- tile belief that -· tho ...w. 
i:r1ee .._i.at.1.on, irk• .... -ed to be in. - 1n all....,,..., An 

eqllU.1.7 l.&rc• nmbe:r 'bel.1 .. .s that Jrl.c• c•il.inc• •Jl'Pl.W t.o c.n.a.tn c-­

.oct.i U• aot-ur not. cOY.-.cl or that tMr..,... intended t.o •P'P17 t.o all 

ca.oditUa witho\lt acept.lcm. Scae r.apondant1 be.lin'td ~t all pricu 

a.re •U:PPC>•ed to ~ lowtnd, b\at t.hond no nareneee o! th• 1111.roh b!M·N. 

One •1•ch.1e•ou.t neult ot theae ai.tconceptione u that tent PtJOP:..• b9l1irre 

that 1torekHJ)tr1 are chi1el.1.ng when in taet thq ue not. 

ln'OMOUI notion. a'oo1.1.t replaticne nre alto cartl.7 rMJ)Cl\a1ble tor 

und4nW>inc ta1tb 1n iric• oontrol. The irol'Orl1an ot poople who tolt 

con!idsit. that. price control ~ul.d work d9crtutd bet .. en Mlt¥ and AUCl.1.l:t• 

Th• ,.,...idtnt'• tabor.,.,, •s>eech ...... u -tt..d inn ... of t.b-1' ebpt.1.ct.a. 

The dr1.•• t.o at.d Jric• control to aare tua prod\aCW ebou.14 &ho bot 

Mlptu.l, eince 1c. 1.e a.one the low iDl:cme lf'OUP, J1CMJt ot whoH ..,..,. le 

epe:t tor food, that doubta about th. teu1l'd.UQ' ot p-1.ce eont.rol an 

aoat pronO\lnCtd. It 1a t.hle P'OQP w:tio .. wlta.re -.t Yit&ll.1 ~ 'fPCll 

tbe IUCClltf\ll operation of $W'1Ce racuJ.ation. 

Ptoplt exhibited 9Yen. l••• knaw1edc• ot rent control than ot price 

control. D\ ar .. 1 1'here rtnt control 11 1.md.r federal adm1ni1t.ra\ion, 

on]Jr about hal! U\t people kn ... that there was • P"Olr&ll· IA the 10-

called •de1J..cnat4d ar ... , • 11Mre YC>lm.tarr local. com11t1cnt are re1pon11-

ble tor &da1nilt.n.t.1on, on.17 about a !~ ot •.he people a... U.... wu a 

Pl"OO"M• In t.be1t &.rM.t ccnt.rol bu been i ... tlttct.-1•• and t.ncr_..1 

-10-



.,....... mder' federal ftper'1.e1-. ~ ftbdd1u7 lNt bJ 00 WU .,.., 91Sb' • 

Jl"obl• 1n oonneot.ion wit.h rent. control 1a nT-.l.ed. bJ t.he t&il.we ol 

- pooplo who - a'bollt tho pr- to ,..-' Y!.ola\1- ot ~ ..u-
1.oc• to tho pro- allthoriU..J thllf do not -- \hat tho 1- -
toc\o them opimt tho ,..priMla ot 1-ll<ircle. 

In ~ 1nM:l'Jln\aUan ot _,. fteM' tvuon, people; libc-.d an 

Wldor•tandahla - ,_ tho IAN dol>c.-- doer.a ol o.U-. (lpil>­

ioau ot people •• both - or tho - ...i. - ... - ,_,. "WT 

conception ot what. 1\a.billution-. - an d.19cn1V.bl.T 1Atl..-td b7 

their CCl •ituauon. Molt. or the 1pont.aneoua 4-nd tor -ce ocat.rol. • • 

concmtn.t.d ~ people at the upper 900io1c-..io 1~. 

~ worlten, -. .UConcepUcme aboa.t -ce 1t&biliaat.ion ...,.. 

,......i.... ...., - _..... - aami.oc hl4b -· in...._....i it to 

..... boldi.nc -- •• .,..._. i...i., u.., Yi- it ... - ot .. -

ecanooi<: obJecu... s- _ ... ,.. not oom1nC sood - boli .. od th_&• 

regulat.ion ot •CU Man't. -a• eq,ua.U..t.ioo, with ..,., PICCld at U.e 

hi&h••t pronilln& rate tor a partical&r kind ot -k. 11u1J.;......... 
thoucbt ot - nabillutlon u imolTin& t.ho adJ•-t ot _. to 

the coat ot UYinc. 

Ici>oraoc• and --•pt.i-, tor which ..U-io-1o ~ • 
ntpontible, _... a1M> pteutl•t. 1n peopl.e'• Y1- Wi\b f'elU'd t.o rat.im­

ln&• ilt.bou&h no,,..,.i...w •-od tho _.i 1dM ot nU..W.C, _.. 

-.. 1 ... ent.hutUM tor 1peo1tto rationS.nc sroerw, put.ioularlT llbm, 

th•1 iMolTed 1-. s>wecinal .inoC111Tlftimce . a...i pwple , tor exupl.e, 

wora oaneidc'abJ.¥ lea• l.Mllnod to - ... ucniA& Ulan ._.. oit;r 

-11 -



dlooU..• - ~ -- \1.l'M, paoliM Md -· - u .. -
rationed, pi., "° lar10 a port. 1n acn.,.l\111'&1 lUo. 

In port. -- \lloro hu i.-, no dUtioul\1 1.n 10UJ..nc &oodo llO tu, 

- 1.n """' ......... -rioa 1o .._.._ ... land ot Jllmt.1. -1& -
,,_. \o aooopt - too\ \ha\ ~ ..Ut or l._.s 'll!Wlb wUl c-1 
th• to aooept a lCJftr ai.ndard of 11rtilc. !'Mr• ii a-. apeot.atton tbat. 

l.apor\od 1ooc1t wUl boo- ..,...., aa a r-1\ of ah1p ol..nldllC• and llili­

t&JT 4-nde, bat prao\..lcall7 no~• or \be feet. \bat. the oc111Nr'8i.cm 

of UMi Nt.icn1 a KOGC91' to a WU' buU ln9ol.Y .. a ndac:U• iA the n:ppl7 

ot alrtll&n &oodo· 

Thoro b lU\lo ondoratandiJ>c ot tho 1nt.errola\lonoh1p Of tho•-

p;:nont puw ot UM! ..u-un.au ... -· Tiie ·- - \b1.nlm ot 

b1o Pl'J'Cllui.n& 1n rel.a•'- .. h1a 1.no- - hle - - - ... t""­
... ill torcl..ns pricoo •I" S.. b"1" baade u a - ot oJdSill - - fil­
ter. and u a good 1.nTMta.\t, not u a MiAA9 or tJ:nsart.1n1 1Dtlat.1on. 11111 

conct~i-on ol -a• 1t.a'biliutiClft r9Ye&ll that ha doea not th.ink of it u a 

p&rl of a 1......i pr- for •-•tl..ns tho ~ of 1.ntla\1.no, Ille ap­

prcm • of <ho oqmt&hlo d.lflr1baUcn of 1ooda .......:! Iv nUODl..ns 1• 

bued on at.h1c:.&l coneldlratlom:, not co tit:t:f lMI' ot what woald bl.ppm tco­

nca14all.T 1f pocplo bid asalnot one anothor w1 th <ho1r •XJl&J1d1.nl purchul..ns 

powor tor a llal.Wd hWl7 of 1oocle. 

1l!- PPo 1.n ~U.. "°'*"'""41.nc of tho onU-utlaUOD - U'O 

not t.oo inj·uriou now, bechla \he Jlll"OCl'9 Ma d- rd d Ut\J.a ol people 

thwo rar 1.n Ibo - of Mcr1fiooo. Bllt tllq l aa•o pocplo W propond tor 

th• d....nd.1 which IN.It b9 Mdt ~th• in the htwa. T1Ml1' .U:a tntcrc .... 

moat ot Ibo anU-utlaUon - -. dUt1ool\ - 1-t& olcoptioU. 

- 12 -
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about it• tMalb1U~. ..., 1-'ton• ot all, U.,.. tllr•te t.bo m-1-

aatic cooporaUon with \lie - vpan 111\Joh 1ta •-- ultiaa .. l,7 d.o­

ponda. ftlo -t YiFOU W-Uaaal. attorta "" 1nd1.oated '° -
Allorica wt!1o1111tl,)' litonte .. ...,.scall,7 '° appr•1aw not oal.T t.bo _, 

- ai... t.bo ~ ot tho lapwaU- -ch lie ahoad. 

SALES TAllS A/ID llAll llOllO$ 

Popular r,eaot1on to hdert.l Nlaa t.u i:roPGMl• depend., to • oon-

11.cLtrabl• deer•, upoa the r ate at which the tu ~ 'be l.n.4. Apprcriql. 

ot thia ton ot \.ax.at.ion 11 1n innrM ratio to U.. t.u rat.e1 the loww" 

tho tax, tho _..... tho pl'Ol)Or\ioll ol popular JaTor 1t olicl\a. 

tile chart boloor - tho d1T1a1on ot J>Ob1.1.o oplJW>D 1A rNponao '° 
- q-u- .... pocunc MlM t.x i...t.. •• d11t-• rot.a ~ t.o 

thr .. natiooal .-pl.ta. ~ qu.t.10"8 in npa"d t.o a i-o 991" c.it. and a 

three per cent Ml.11 tu: WWI al.Iced b1 ~ AMl"ican J:Mt1tut.e of PWJUo 

Opinion during the latkr part ot Aupat. in t.b111 terM1 •In order t.o 

htlp Pl3' ~. co.t ot ~ _,., ahould tli4 ttden.l. 00.erM&t put a naUOD&l 

•ale• t.&X ot - per c.,t en onrytl1l.nc \bat pocpie bQ:rT (Por -1"-o, 

tllrM C"'U OD .. .,,., """""UO ot - dol.l.or)"J tho ci-tion ncud1oc a 

two per cet. tu .... .tn ~ -- Jtu:'ueoloQ. n.. ..._\lot tnt.e>11ctn01 

oo Sept..mbw 10 J)09ed a q\INUCl'I about a t1v1 per c.-.t. \&X 1n •l1chtJ.T dit­

t•.a:t. t.e:rw 1 .. wld 1'0V favor er oppo911 ba•inc t.be Go•• swt put. a t1 .. 

.-r o.-it Ml•• t.&X on ever')'th.1.nc t.bat people b\qf• 
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SiOULO ~E HAVE A FEDERAL SALES TAX ? 

, .. llo 
llo ., ...... 

J. c-ral •le• tax, unl11ca a pqroll deduction tax, my ha' e adY_... 
etteeta upon Yoluntary 1IU' bond purc:baMa. .u prerloual.y reported, ~ a 

very _-.l percent.ace ot people who were interviewed about the ettect o! 

ayat.at1c deduction. troo their earnin&• tor the ~t ot federal inc ... 
taxes felt that theH 'llOuld caapel tb• to reduce tha1r cuatcaary purcbaaa 

ot war bonds. More than halt ot the public, h""9Ver, says that the 1-

poaition ot a tin per c.,t g-ral salu tax would involve a reduction 1n 

the uiount ot war bonda tbe7 could afford to bu)'. The question asked and 

the respcinaea were aa tollaws1 

IF YOO HAO TO PAY A 5 CENT SALES TAX OUT OF EVERY OOLLAR 
YOO SPENT, CXXJLO YOU llJY THE SAllE Al.()(JNT OF WAR OONOS 
ANO STN'PS YOU ARE llJY l llG N<7# ? 

COMFIDEMCC Ill AllCRICM CDltlAT l'LMCS 

A nlllber of CG!mlelltatora and unofficial a1'1aticn •experta•, notabJ.¥ 
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Lieut.wilt il Willie• and ~GI' de a.nn!Q', han b-.i ncoroul.r orit.1-
• cal o! the deal.in and per!Ol'll&llCe ot uerican llillt&ry end naY&l air-

cra!t. Thq ba•• beeo euttio1-tl,y Yoo&l to aUcit rather ehup rejoin­

ders b'om such authoriti• u o-ra:i. Amold and Brett, who extol.led the 

quality ot A.llerican !l)'1nc Mehl.nee. Ill order to detclline pooul&r re­
action to this conu-o .. rq, t.be llanau ot Intelli&ence asked Us nall 

suple o! Sep-ber lO tiue quest1on1 •line ;you read or heard ~111! 

about cur !1£1ltsr planes not bel..n& as sood as tha o ...... or Japanese or 

Etlcllah planesT" The &!!inllatln and nesative anawer1 w .. e 9Ytnl,r di'l'ided, 

so-so. 

1lhen the """'ple was allced to expresa opinion• rep.rd.1nc the ... 1 ti 
ot our !~hter planes as coapared with those of Oennan;y, Bnsland and Japan, 

it bec&ll9 apparent that the criticisa had qenderecl doubts ,...pect1.ng our 

aircr&!t 1n the m1nda o! onl,r a -U ainorit)' ot the public. There 11 en 

apparent tendenc;y to.rd ehauviniaa among .Allericens respectJ..n& the quaUt7 

or plenH lll4e in tha u. s. A. Tbq are """' ,...cir to acknOO'ledge that 

British pl.anea are equal to our awn Ulan that Qerun or J&J».no•e plenH can 
• match our tiglitere. 

t«lW 00 OUR f lGITER PLANES COMPARE WITH OTHERS ? 

lot •• e::•t 

I • · I 
- JS -
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TM - · u.nc otion ..,..,. - -noon opinion dhide• ..,_ - •-• 

pi- I.a •--1- "1\11 - of oUln' -· ,,,. -'1on -od 
-· "Do,.. - - tip- plAMo .... ,..,_ .,,.... Oo-·· (lnlland'•• 
Japan••) or lbout the .-, or not • • eoodt" 

Naai Terror Prop!pnd! tor R-.i COM\!9!!.ion 

~· ot t.M •tt'act.1"11'M•• ot U.. llu1 ~ c...-,icn \o c~ 

Yi.nee t.hrt Otl'Mft populat.ioa that. t.M ..,. ..ana •nct.o17 or de1t.ruction11 tor 
th• ccm.t t.hi• wHlc &c. the SO'rltt WoruUon 9veeu. '1'ro Otman air 
otnc.ra told \.heir lbaaslan capt.or"a ot \he plan !OT ~ poat.....ar aterU1-
l&t1on or the Oennan population • hich hat been rtec:91tntt.d by Theodore H. 

rautaan ln a •ol- pol>Uahed ln u.. Ul11t.od StaW.,. !!!.!!!& !!!.!: hrta!l. 
tbtH •U- •poko •• lllou&h U.. h..tloon pl.on tar • large ll\U'giCAl •tart 
t.o pertOJ"ll 1t.erillat1on oper1Uont u,pon the entire O....an populatim in 

\bl •• ranct• or terU.lltT,.... M\Ued Merl.AD poU07. T'bl Otrun 
prl1onen were d11cribtd u l'\lll ot hate tor Merican.e and •det.inrdned t.o 

t111l• a lllo and -\II •truc&h ap.inat -·· 
Su.ch a plan, -.bile tmt.a1tic to D09t AM:riewit, -1.ght , .. plaut1~1• 

1n O.raan;r wMn "'eucenJ.o 1t.er1U1&tion" hu ~ an accitpt.d. aat.ter ot 
V..&1 1.deoloer and ada1.nltt.ntion tor • mmber or ,.are. a.run 1ol41era 
and cirtl.1an1 conrt.nced ot the t.ruth ot an •ll•pcll,)t otticW AMrican 
Pl.aft to 44•""'7 UM oer...i Mtion ~ e\4r1.Usat.1an wlll, or COW"'M, 

'· bo..,,... lllrol.7 '° ro11o• '° dool/I , -•lo port.1C111Arl7 ln""'•t.lnc 1n 
t.h• Sorlat Intoru.Uon 9'anau•1 "*J)Ort. 11 that thit propqand.9 11 bl1nc 

UMd - 11>1 - aoldiare on \ho Ruoian tron• ln ., oltort. '° -• 
th• lot ... there , .. ta.e in ompitrl.1on w1 th the conMql.Mlnc•• ot a.man 
d•t•t. 
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-t _. lat.aml - Pi I t ' I.I Mir' •WT - la 0...., 
1n ...- to llrtac lllo - tit- to -- pitoll i o Hflootod 1n a roc .. t 
Du b1oh artJ..ttle ot a t• 111, 1lbo amp'•'n· .... , ~ ac.-....JA circle .. ta 

-IQ' -. - to.p\ Ill• -i.ac ~ llo1Ds a -ld muon.• - '""' 
_.. ot - .,.. doooribed u nttorinl hm •1-=al>Joct1"1t:r" &Zld 

•bo\rpoil ~--· .. 0...- -\ .ull. Jan \o t.te.• 
Oc:abbela' U"t.icle Sn41.oat.M U.\ '-Pit.ti \be 91V J'llU'I of .. 1 hate 

pr<>pacanda, _.. lkoptioU. &Zld --!Anl.la uiot - 0.-0 I.hon 

I.I cloo1rod ..,, \heir -·· "" ----~- and to l.ncito 
tho - 1old1- &Zld o1"111ana to Ulo ..xi- 1""1 ot tit- 11111 

CMJ>&lcn ot pr<>.....,.SO - hu - wUtutod. -1'14M 1111-tion 
pol147 hu Ille '"* ot 1 pp line to lllooo -.pUbiUUoo &Zld ._._..,._ 

inc th• t.ror. 

Thi A.Xi• Beet.au tooUi. 

Baldur Von Sohl.raoh, laai 70uU. i.-, atW.pt.ed to OOIOl\or&Ot I.ho 

.ttfft.a or Pl"ee1dmt aoo....1\1 1 ....... t.o the 70QUl ot tbs WG:rld b7 ~­

inc tho PrNl.don1. 1n 0 o..-b CID ~ b. lo U- tbal I.be -o1dcll 

bad no richt to opoal< to )'Will •1.nc• ~i.o.n )'WI.II .,.. &UoeodlT huncr7, 

llll..,..te, ~ and 1-al. - .&:di llObUilod d.olaratiaao ot -
!41t frua the •Tovt.h ~· ot .US.• and l.XS..e~t....s OCNDtl"i... In IA 

..,.., craat.er attort to nn u..1 ... 111 ot I.lie -ld to tho AXl.I, a.ropean 

JVVt.b re~t.at.l•• wre pihertd 1A 9iema ..._ S.ptilll'• lA-18 \o •e­
'"~11•h a ._.,.,..., Youth .uooc1atiaa" ..,id> I.I to ..,...._, a contribution 

ot U.. )'Wtll ot CNr caatia91t to tho ... ~ 1n ....._, • ''"' llohincll 
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add:r•Md Ude ...... 00 ..... U., deMr1blas ..... •A.dolt 111u.r School• u 

the •a.-rolvt.1on. Sa atuoat..i.GD• wt.th tll9 •io-... ot •aooi&l. Jut.ice.• ax­

cori&ti.ns a-.. .it N " tho rMCtl.oftu7. wllo plqe4 ,U.. youth ol tJ>o world 

' int.o a war,• •en Schinob curw:Wl&l1' ·~ t.o \bl td•>t• ot world JOUth, 

tl71DI tc -- ...... I.bat tbq .... - -- ot ... u.1c&n .. tciall .. 

1ilich pltted ...... -1Ut -b otbtr. .. ol~ - • - - ... in w!W:h 

t.hv can 4-tmd lllroPI'• •ac-i-• ~ apiut. \be •1teril• eont.1.Dct• of 

AUTHORITATIVE STATEMENTS 

Tha -t •~!licant oltl.41al doo-t durl.na th• -k 

- tho l'<lport ot tho llanlch c-i_tt11. II)' it. cl.arit7, 

ccbermo•, and torce it. 1-ICliat.t.17 olMJ'ed a toe ~ 

ccmtroor .. 17. tbo nbotanco ol the - ropart hod - irooonted -

rt~ 1a •""'1'91•1-1 · -ttoo hoar1ap - ..-.... but hod -

onrl.&id with eontrad:lct.or'7 atate.nt. hal 01.ber 90\D"C• t.o web. an u:­

t.ent t.b&t u..r. -. no &meral oontldmce 1n arq 11..n data on tb.e problem. 
' CORtulion l\a• be«a noted 1n recent •t&~t.1 on -.npower, m"ld on 

' carco requ.ir.-.nt.. tor 4"'_.. .. tore... Tht c~•t. oonlU14.on Cft tht 

allit.ar,. •q d •1i.t.1cn bu not. &ri.ten trcm tlatl,y cont.radiot.orT etate­

~t.1, '° aach a.a h'<9 a Yerf looee-. ot mdatined C... 'o1 all•~, 
c..n.Unrc • -... ot ai.Koaat.ruct.iana • 

• 
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The period oonnd b:r thi• Nport. u tbl 

WMk oL lleptmbv 9 tbroaF leptmb• lS, 
ao..,t where ot.bcw1a 9J*lift~ nat.d 
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Such rec011•1 .. ndallona and wgg•llona as -y appear In 
this report have nol been cleared In advance with lhe 
Director of the Office of War lnfarmallan and da nol 

,,......,r11y reflect his views ar """'* of the Office of War 
lnfannallan. llec01Wndaflana and wggesllona, If they do 
appear, are only sublnln.d by Individuals In lhe lureov 
of Intelligence who hove ouembled the data and they are 
offered for the considerollan of opproprlote authorities. 

The Bureau of Intelligence of the Office of War 
Information U18s o variety of procedures and tech­
niques to obtain jh data on the attitudes of people 
and on what \s brought to their attention. These pro­
cedures and techniques hove been found reliable ofter 
extensive experimenta tion O'Ver a period of yeon. 

. . 
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ATTENTION FOCUS 
Public inter'Ht during the put. ... k waa directed pr1-

11&ril,y t.o the following topice1 

Fightin11 Front.a 

Batt.le ot Staline:nd 
Fight.in& in tti. Solaaana 
RAJ' raide on ~ 
Jap&neH advance• in Hew Ou1nea 
American aui-rine sinld.ns• ot .l&p&MM mhipe 
~ plane attacke on t.he ilwtiana 

!!!! Douatic P'ront 

ConsreHion&l act.ion on intlaUon cont.rol 
The drhe tor ecrap -twiala 
Tha appointa.lt ot an edllinUtn.t.or tor the Nbber probla 
Fuel rationinc 

Staltncrad dollinated th• nen t.o an eve sreat.er crt.ent than in pre­

cedinll week• I t.ho"«h German advance& were not. dlftied, et.or1H et.reeled 

every hopeful aepect ot the RuHian datenae. Report.a ot ti"1t1n& in tM 

SolOllOne and in New Guinea nre aleo pnfflltecl opt.1111etic~. TIM llAF 
• 

raide on Oermn7 and tM "-'ioan air attack (fl tbe .Uwt.iana nre dru&­

tbed •• cruahinC blon. DcmeeUc .,.111til recei•ed on]T HcondarJ attenticn 

in the new• C*ila. 

EDITORIA L ATT ITUDES 
$«0/ld Fro11t '· 

IMd1ng editorial c-tatore ha.,. rniYed oonel..da­

at.ion ot t.he eecond tront prob1- in a - at.oeph .... 

Some ot th• are uniteat.l,y lllleu)' that Allllo-ilMrican t&llure t.o under-

take thia Yanture in the near tutura my undendne t.he relatione betwten 
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Ruasia and the otMr .....,.. ol the lmited llaticna. 

1b4I aenae ot a rill betw.., Ruaaia and her alU• wu brollght into 
the open by Prta. 111.niater ChUl'Chill's report to C-.a concemine hie 

talk w1 th Stalin and b7 the atat.et or a toretsn d1plmat1c autllor1t7 
in London, cOllm>nl,y 1.aputed to Ambuaadar llaialc;r. •It 1e now clear,• ob­
aerved DorothJ Tboclpeon, •that there 1s an open conflict bet-. the Anglo­

J.merican world and Ruaaia. • 111n 'nl~on ulced rhetoric~ 1t Ruaaia, 
durtng the lut _,th•, bad been encouraced to thinlc that we would open • 
Hcand tront. And ahe &MWVed th1• queation with an emphatic a.ttiN&tive. 

o ... r the &1r durin& the ••le, ~ ar.. 9"1ng mqireaaed ...-ain.aa 
on the eame account. •It 1e obvioua, • he r-..ked, "that the <Studied -
b.\cU1t7 ot the stat..it iaaued a.tter Ill'. Jlolot.crr 1a v1a1t 1a ca11H tor 
real trouble, for it waa •de to •an ona t.h1ng to the Ruaaian people, and 
one thine ODJ,r. It mq have t ooled and worried the a..-, but 1t would 
not be good practice to tool the enm7 1t it involv• tooling your _, 

side.• 

The heroia ol the Ruasian reaiatance et Stalinuad evoked uni•ereal 
praiae. A n- ol c.-nta•.ar11 noted, honver, that pra1H 1a not 'lbat 
the Soviet tJnion now neede. Thq, too, are uneasy over th• apparent 
triction bet,,_, the alliea and agrM Ula• we ..,.t mice every ettort to con­

vince the RuHian people that we are doing everything poaeibl• to relieve 
th• wit.bout jeopardiaiJll final victory. 

Q\l7 a m:l.norit7 ot the curr .. t c-ta openly daland a second tront. 
But a cOM1darable mmber of U.. cliacuaa llMLl1ly the cOMequencea which 

111.7 follow trcm a failure to attempt invalion now. The Chrietian Sci.nee 
llonitor, tor uaaple , dec:l&red1 •By apring the coat.a of a aecond tront 
could be doubled or trebled. And 1a it certain that it '11'111 then be tM 
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eecond, ratMr than the t1Ht hontT Adllittedl,y, Ill:'. a-.it and Ill:'. 

Churchill auet caloulat.e• c:aretullJ' -ican and Britieb inter.et., u 

.. u ... lbLHla'•· But too ottm in th• put a Hll-Clftterecl lack ol 1-g­

ination, of courac• and ol w1111ngnw to f:lcht tor the wllare of all 

bu g1Vlft the lluie 'l'ict.017. Toda;r Britain and AMl'lca .... t regard Wtf 

lose of lmHia'• u their own. Th• 11111~ etrmgth of tha Un.ited Hatione 

' 1a one c...on reMl"'rOirJ it ahould be u.rted 1n cone.rt.• 

The Canadian OaY..-.t•• announc-t of the Hftre loeHe eutterecl 

i..l the Dieppe raid promoted eo'btlr anal381a of th• probl- involYed 1n 

opening a eecond front. The prllY&iling judpent appeare to be that, while 

he&"7 caeual tiee ..... t be expected, an invuion effort 1e etlll teuible. 

South Pac If le 

Japanese advancee in Hew Guinea have produced a good deal of editor­

ial shock and chagrin. There wae g_...i agr-nt that, it Port llm'••llT 

should fall, the SolCDOn Ielanda victory would be hollOll'J cri .. for u ­

planatione began to apJ*r. Ccoa11>t.aton warned their reader• that the 

' 
defense of Port lloreaby will nOll' be extr-1¥ difficult and that a large­

scale Japaneae effort to retake the Sol_,., Ialanda llU8t be expected. 

The d1eappo1n_,,t about th• dtuation 1n the hcitic •• appar11>t:cy 

intensified by Admiral Blaney• a stat-t that the United S':.at.ea nOll' 

holds the belance of otr1k1ng J>Olf9J' 1n that erea. Ske~icia regarding 

t he Admiral 111&• acccmpanied by the firat axpru1iona ol doubt u to the 

W allibility of General ll&c:Arthur. The H• York Herald-Tribune declered 

t hat. RThe only thing 1n doubt about Port lloreeey again 1a the leaderlhip ol 

' • the forcea which have had to 1urrtndir their etrong det.,live poeitione on 
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tbe h1cb r J.ds• ot t.be OINll llt.ultir ftllPt to .lapaneH 'Ibo uhibl t.ed DO 
nn accaapUet-t, except tllelr &blllt.J to llNp their •llPP''H llOrinc QP 

to tbelr trcftt l.lnea u fut u U..,. needed them, ...,..r all geop'&pbic&l 

ob1t&ci... • &Yen tile Ctlic&eo TrlbmM, 'llb1oll bu oonttnnen7 pra1aed OtMr&l 
llacArtllur, called 1JPC11 bi.a to HDd reintorc-t.e to ... ~ lnatead ot 
lecturing hil troopi CID c1et ... 1.,. -.rf&re. 

Tlw AIU 1-111/ loflOll fry«l'flll 

.I. •Jorit,' ot edltori&l c_,t CID t.111 antl-lntl&tlon procram PT• 

at leut qll&litled •ppron.l to u.. bill iptroduced by Sen&tora Br-. ancr 
Wagner in th• Senate &nd condmzwd the St.e&pll propoul 1n the llo11Be. 
!&et.em paptra -.. llDit.ed in t.helr oppoeit.lon to azq ulM&J'd revialon of 

the pari t 7 et&11da.rd • 

Seal ot the laad1ng aidwetem nnapapera , h-...r, veered •udd4nl7 
into the f&rll bloc cup, e11pport1n& th• llt.e&pll tol'lllll& &nd axpreN1ng un­
&&einle• Oftr nge1. '-'B tM•• _.. UI• lane&• Cit,' Star &nd the Ollah& 

World-Herald. 'lb87 agreed with the 0&117 ~ that •Jt 1a not th• 
&rbitrar;y reduction ot hi• 1.ncc.e that t.he tiuwer object• to .... it is the 
manit .. t 1nj118t1ce o! the proposed progru that etlra hi• res .. taent ... • 

The 1ftB deciaion in the General llotora c&a• , &nd the testiJaoey of WLB 
c:ha1n&n Davi• before the S&nlte B&nldn& C-.ittee, &ro111ed & number ot 
paptra to charge tb&t labor 1a still bein& favored aa op;ioaed to agriculture. 

TtMI S.nat.e cau1ttee•a •victory tax" proposal received & drllbbina 

tram th• pre11, att&clca cOlllin& chi1!l,y f r om a&la tax proj)OMnta . t'be 
propoNl ._. considered praterable to th• Treu1117 •a • •pending tax" o! 
lut wMk, but • • cenerall,y ccrid..,ed on the ground t.b&t it~ not 
aipbon off CO\lllh PCISS bu71ni ""'"'r. 
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In addi""" to -11ns - o...n.aloa u to t.be natu or av -

•111'111.7, - llanoh a.i>an bu vtnual.17 ripod out - o-11.l.on to 

O&Uon-wide CU raUonlnc. A •Incle wll-u-4 and oonTiaolnc •t.a-t bu 

al.llo9t ocmpl.et..17 dJ.lpoetd ot -.t wu a oontrcweni&l llwe. 

POPULAR REACTIONS 

A -Jori~ ot the AMriO&ll poople bel.UTN that - alliN 

abould att.pt t o, illYada tho oontll>ont or llVopo ritlW> t.h• 

no..t - or throo _the, that U.., aotualJ¥ rill do oo rithl.D thl.o period 

and -· tho att.mpt bu • &ood poooibl.11~ or -·-· m .. trat.od below 

.,., th• annwe ci•m bJ' a national MaplA to queet1on.I cm thia nbject 

ukod 117 th• Bunau. ot Intollill"'C• durlnc tho tirat balt or ,._, 

Oo you tbl11lr ' " t itle "'wt t•o or thr •• •ofttfl t th• All i •• 11!ould tr1 to l • fld '" •'•>' 011 th• COfttl11t11 l of lu r o• • fort r11 I l n.v11l o11' 
r 

I f tllt All t 11 do t r1 th lt l11v11l on 111 the neat t wo or t i rtt •ot1th1l tlo 1011 
thlft ll ,., , c h• nc11 of • 111 11 1111 • footholtl ' ' ' tr1tt1 9004, • •owt IO·•O,• or 
tl!. t t w11 r e •Ort I lktl y to f tl I then t ucctttl t 

rm · rm imm 
" . 

0o rou thlftlr lht Al l ltt t Cl • t lly Wiii try to l 111d t ft 1ra1 lfl f t r ott 111 tilt 
nt• two or thr11 •onth1 fo r t Ital l 11 ~1 1 foftf 
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It should be noted t.bat th .. • queat.ion.e wre uked att.er ooaplet.lon 

ot t.ha larg•-•c&le commando raid on Dieppe, but prior t.o t.ha c~ 

announc-t that cull&ltles in the raid -ted t.o tore> out or nort tllrM 

Mn inTolved, The people who aaid that th• innaion ahould be att.empt.ed 

ware very auch inclined t.o belln• that 1t. bu a llwl,)' chance of auccaHt 

Sixt:y-eight per c.,t ot tbm rated thle chance u . "P"&tt7 cood,• While 27 

per c .. t rated it H "$0-$0"1 only one per c.,t ot the proponen1.e •aid their 

Ulouaht 1t. would tail, 4 per cent admitting t.hat they didn't know. IY., 

&lllOl'll thoH oppoeecl t.o opening • second front, more than halt felt t.hat it 

atood an nen chance or better ot auccM<11ne. 

ConverHl,y, uonc the people who felt t.h&t t.ha cbancM tor 8UCCM8 

in an invulon effort,......., pretty good, 7) per c.,t bellned that it &hoW.d 

be attempted. And uong thoee who thought that the venture reprHented an 

even gamblo, 51i per cent were in f avor ot •king a try at it. Amona the 

people bellevinc that an invaaion ettort would be l1kel;y to tail, only 

nine per cant aaid it ahould be wxlertaken. 

s...wtv.t eiaU.ar queetiona reepecting tha dNirabil1t7 and taaaibllit)' 

ot ~an innaion effort were poeecl to a -U national aaaple at the end ot 

Jul;y. .l ccapariaon ot the reeulte Mcurecl th., with the reeponeH elven 

to the interviewing in Septaol>er indicate a alicht decreaee in ardor tor 

a eecond front, accoepaniecl b:y a •licht increaH in the "-lief that it 

could be opened eucceHtull,)'. 

The ~•ir• tor an all1ed invasion attort ia 110ti .. ted onl,)' in par\ 

by a conviction that the lha8111.ana need auch aHletance to -ble the to 

wit.hat.and the oaman onelaucht in the lmadiate rut....... bt .&aericana 

expre11 contid.,ca that the Red A:nq will be able t.o hold out apinat 
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ClerlluQ' 1mt.1l t.1118 willt.er, - wit.boa\ NlW troa 1111 allied ott.a ... 

1n th•. w .. t.. Tb• cbal't. below •bolrll the ._. pnn b7 the ._i. in­

tlll'rlnold in September t.o q••tione Clll t.bie ....... 

~If •••• I• d••• ••t t•t .. ro h•I• fro• t•• Al ll•• t••• 1h1 la r•tt l• t now, do 101 thin ~ 111111 v i I•••••• to hold oot •talnat le r•••t in t i tlt l 1 wl•to r! ' 

As•ca of t"o•• lllio o,.,..,.,.,c1 •110• o,. •oa,. 1t •,.ow• 
• Do rot think 111111 wo1ld • • 11vtd If tht 

• ••••• 1ho1ld ' ' "' ' " ara{ '" E1ro11 '" th• neat t wo or thrtt aon ha1 • 

OOft" t 
111 no• 

The public appears to be pr•tt.Y wll com1.nced that ite 1.8- and 19-' 

:rear old •one will baTe to be called into the arMCI •C'Tic• betcre the 

u.r is ended. Sennt:r per cent ...........S atfinatinlT when their wr• 
aeJced the qu•tioa, "Do 700 th1nJc it will be -•earz to dratt 18- and 

19..,-ear old Mn betore the -.r 111 onrP SiJ<teea per cent e&J.d • llo" lllld 

14 per cent expreued no opinion. 

There 111 also an~ belie! that the drdtinl or 1.8- lllld 19-

:rear old - ii pref-bl• to t he drattinl ot urr1ed Mb with ohlldr.,. 

The t ollowinc chart Ul1111trate• the din.ion ot opinion on thi• topic1 

If the lov1rno1nt hat to choo11 •1tw11n draft ln t It and It 111r old •on, or a1rrl1d 01n ll1~ chlldrtn, which 1ho1ld It chooat! 
Ma rried •tn oon•t 

I I 
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An&l:fsu or t.beM "f'pona .. aliow that - under 40 ,...... ot aca are 

al1ght.l7 llOl'9 i:rone than - «•r 40 to taTOr the 1ndllot1on ol 18- and 

19..,..ar old 7out.ha in i:retarenca to Mrriad .-i with children, Ob"1oual71 

th• 7ouncar .,,...., are ...,,.. concarnad about tba1r huabande, whila the oldar 

.,,...., tend to worrJ about their eona. Bat, 1A eiU- -· iret.....,.,e tor 
the drattin& ol tha 7ouncat.era u upreaaed b7 ~ -.1«1t1H. 

The d1via1on ot opin1on ahown in the obart rei:rHmita ri..-tual)J no 

chance n-o. the annara obtained a _,th earlier to an alllOet 1dent1cal 

quaat1oo poHcl b7 the '-'ican li>8t1tut.e ol l'llbl1e Op1n1cn, .u previou)J 

reported, 78 per cent exprH•ecl a i:retarence tor drattl.nc 18- aocl 19..,.ar 

olcb at that time. 

CO!!!flac.rnt Hlnortty 

Coeplacency 1a not an ... 7 attitude to 1clentif7 and l.aolat.e. !ha 

Buraau ot Int.elllgence haa 'lr¥ ukecl a maber ol quest1ona a1-cl at un­

covering aaanolne and ovarobntfclent outlooka. In ·late Jul7 t.he Princeton 
' 

tlnivara1ty Ott1ce or l'Ubllc Opin1on a.search ukad a nn ql1Mt1oa"•h1ch 

ahecla adclit1onal lleht upon the nbject ot ccaplacencr. The queat1on 

and the r espcnaea ... re u !ol.lon1 

-
"THE WAY lli lNGS ARE GOI NG RIGHT NOW, OOES IT SEEM 
TO YOU THAT WE ARE WINN ING THE WAR, Ofl LOS ING IT!" 

wlnftl ng 101 l n9 
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T1-• 1lho !Ml " ere w1m1nc and thOM who !Ml • • ere loeinc do not 

d.Uter areetl.1 1n their belie!• about th• ultimate out.oOM or th• war. 

tia:ht7-tour p.,. o .. t. or thoH 'llho bel.1 .. • that. .. ere loeinc t.h• war now, 

reapona .. to a Hcond queat1CW1 ellolrecl, ere juat aa contldent. that .. w1ll 

trYent11&ll7 be Tictorloua u ere thoee 'llho think that. .. ere w1nn1ns lt - · 

~ ot thoae ""° aald that .. ere w1nn1nc the war now -:r ha" ..nt -~ 

that,.., tha 'llhole , thine• ere col.ae 1n euoh a •7 u to lead to viotorT 1A 

the end, 

IBOSE 'ltiO FEEL WE ARE WINNING ( - ) ARE MORE INCLI NED 
lliAN lliOSE llliO FEEL WE ARE LOSING ( c:::::.::J) TO THINK THAT ••• 

171 

e t he wa r wl 11 la1t 
I ess than twC\ 1•• ra 

• a strong ai r force 
alone can win 
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Tb4I IJ'OUP 11hiob feel.a that .. are w1nn1nc doe• •ppear to be •ian11'1-
....,tl,T aore cOllPlac•t Ulan th• P"OllP which f eel.a .. are lodnc. P9ople 
in thi• P'OUP are llllCh llOl"e prone to r..i that w will win the mr in 1eu 
Ulan two,...... - an outlook ott., indicatin ct aver-opt.1-.i•. And thq 
are •...-bat ' llOl"e w11l.1nc to beU-e that the war ...., be wen 1'7. the reatinl)' 
bloodleH Mthod ot air attack•, without the neceHit;r ot a land inYadon • 

. rin&ll,T, their rt ... on abor R&&••t that tllq are •aa.-hat lH• critical 
ct the war .ttort on th• claaeetic t'rcnt. 

L&borer1, •errlce people and ..U-elc1lled -lter• are more llkel,y 
tban prot .. •ion&l and W.inea• peopi., white collar warlcere and 11c1lled 
aborer• to ltold th1a cluster ot opiniom. It i• a.oric tlleae croupe, to­
-.rd the bottoa ct th• inc ... acw, tll&t • i.nd.,c:r toward c0111placency 
llWlt be coabatted wit.b p&J'Ucular Yi&ar. 

DEVELOPING SITUATIONS 
S.l.cttw S.rul t» O/t/I lla11fl(lll!r 

'!'here b 1rowtn1 pop•ler ccnt\lnon and reHntnent aver 
Go·,...,.ent handllnc ot pollciH respecting Select.in 

S.rnce and ...,J>O'Nr mobillaation in general. Reports received by tele­
t;rpe on Sept.ember 21 .C'raa 28 field o!'ticea or the Bureau ot PUbllc Inquir;r 
indicate tltat diHatiet&ction ltae beccme widespread and ltaa produced un­
hMltlly effect. ~ •orale. 

In regard to SeleetiY• S.rnce thie dieaatiafa.:tion 1e or recent 
origin. lntern...tnr conducted 1n Jul,T ahoired the t the public had adapted 
itHlt to the l..l!••it&bW(;y ct C0119Cr1ption and•• .,,....,elllJ.n&l¥ con­
Tinced ot the fairnNa ot its operation. But it 1a now the pr ... allinl 

- 10 -

'· 



opinion uong BPI tield obeen•• that aeriou publlo 1rritat.1on bu de­

veloped ov91' t.be 1ncona:lat4nci• ot local dr&tt. boarde in eJ<t.eDd1na the 

SelectiT• SWrlc• law to .....-ied ... , 1nd1111t.r1&l work•• and ta.no l.Abor. 
' 

The irritation, according to report.e, baa bHI\ aarant.ed by ovar-trequmt 

and contrad.1ct.cl17 atat..ant.e about Mnponr b)' tedaral.1 •tate and local 

Select.in Service ottici&le. 

The uncertain situation ot ll&J'l'ied .., ha• cauaed particular anno,.­

ance. DespUe ott1c1&l atatm«ita that &ll •in&l• .., will be called 

. 
ava.ilAble 1n othero. uncertaintT ia prevontin£ MDT married MD tr .. set-
ting joba 1n war pl.ant.a. Or•t nmbera ot th•, the report.a at.ate, are . 
not deYotins thel.r •in tboQlht to t.bal.r joba, but are ependin£ t.1- around 

recruiting otticea ancl1ng tor apeci&lbt rat.ins•· 

Field obaener• concur 1n the ~· ot national intervi.wine pre­

eentecl ela.-hare 1n tbi• report that the public 1e .........,elaJnglT 1n 

favor ot the induction ot the 18- and 19...,...r old i;roup. The general 

teellng ii that the drattinr, ot t.heae Tounc _, i• 1nerl tabla and ii dalqed 

onlJr bT politicb. Contl.1ct.ins atat-W b)' the Preaident, Oenaral llaraheT 
and Conerea .. on prod11Ced a high dasrae ot contuaion among the l8- and 19-

YMr olda1 they Me little point in continuin£ achool or -king war 1n-

dustry jobe U thq are Coins to be drattod. 

contuaion ov• Selective Service policy, in rep.rd to alcillad work•• 

bu lad manr ot thi• cla11 to aeek coaiiadona or to millet. Iocond.ten­

cies uong local dratt boarde 1n handl.1n£ occupational. dateramta dea­

t.ro79 the incentive ot alcilled worker• to trenat• trca non ... 11mt1.al to 
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war proclaotion -.pl~t. Pl&nt MnaC•• are alaned b)' the lo .. Of 

•ldl.J.ed WOrkez'•• Tbq COllPlain that tbq train _, onl,J to lOH tbm to 

the &rucl H"1o•• OM tool plant a••C'W that 1t loet ~ ..i, tnin.t 

at a ccat ot t600 ...,h, to tbe dratt1 the explanation it r.,e1nd tr .. 

the J.rq wu "We need -1.dera too.• Within a t.n-dq period, one Of th• 

nation'• out•tandinc airplane tactori• lo•t lo6 _, b)' S.l.,tbe Ser'YSoe 
• 

and 110 ·..n, b)' enllaa.tt. 

Fi.id report•• !incl the 1.....,1 public sroHlT uninto.-d reprdina 

the nature of the 11&nponr probl• in pn.ral - a conclwoicn whiob b 

conaatmt w1 th tindina• obtained rr .. int.l"'t'i-1na in JulT. 111 .. th• 

P>bllc thiJIJca Of 11&npoqr, u th1nlca Of local labor •hor'talee· Th• r­
•- th• irobla in tcw ot agricul tlll'&l. labor, the war inclwotr)' eaoplo,.... 

in te.- ot th• 9CU'Cit7 or ok1119(l help. Tb- 1• little undez'•tandinc 

ot the d1fi'icult1• inYolnd in llObili•ina the men and ........, ot the nation 

on a balanced bad a into the &rucl tore•, war induatrl•, qr1oul ture and 

..... ti&l cbilian •enic•. 
Induction into the &rucl torcea Of doctor. , IJIU'H9, ~eiata, auto 

necb•n•ca and others aupplTina Hamtial Hr'Yicu baa creat.«I a condition 

regarded aa barlltul to public 1-lth, ciYilian datenae and tranaportation • 

.A.• labor ahortag .. beccme more acute, there appear• to be a deer .... 

in the prejudiou apinat apl011zlg - in war induetrl... Conaidarable 
' 

radio CU'r"f _,..,,... reparta that thq will be called upon to •- in war 

production role•, - are ancez'tein aa to as•, expoorience and education 

r.q..U--t• and aa to 'llhat atepe tbq ouellt to talce. Married - with 

dependent chlldr., are ..,....7 about tbe care ot their children while ti,,-
ar1 at work. 
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1'1 th the acept.ion ot the South, Souti..at and certain war p]Mlta in 

llichigan where large nlalbeJ'a ot aouthe...,.n &J'e e.pl07'8d, t.ll.... hu been 

an inprov-t in att.ihd•• t.onl"CI the h1J'inc ot Nevoea, alien• and 

other n1nor1 ti ea 1n war production, Prejudlc.. tend to dilappear aa the 
newcanera demonatrate the1J' ak111, ll1.endlineaa and adaptab111t7. But 

rteoroua 1nto.,..t1onal ertol'ta .... at111 needed to onrccae hoetilit)' 

taward t.he moployaent ot theae gJ"oupe. 

Th• tone of CUJ'r9nt ed1 tor1el c-t en MDJ>Cl"I' and Select.be !er-­

nee policies 1trcn11l7 encoungH popul&J' d1Hatiefact1cn . Oenel'el Henl1e7 11 

!orecaet o! an J.n:T ot 1) million occaa1oned a fiood ot cr1 t1c1- On the 

baeis ot it, llAl\Y newspepen J'eMwed t.beiJ' aae...tiana that indu1tr1al Ind 

!arm labor euppllea are being disrupted bf dJ'aat.1c, unequal practice• o! 

local draft boarda. The preaa, u a whole, d1aappl"Oftd the PrHiclent•a 

declaration on the callins up ot •teen-age 11an. The San Franoieco Cbrcnicla, 

tor uuiple, called upon hill to pn ... t the tacts to the pul>llc and to 
"tell the dJ'a!t people to atop trrtns to driYe the nation cra17. • 

The. collect.he judpent or th• BPI field reporten 1• t.bat the public 

aa a whole now !Mla d1~ed and d1aheertened onr federal failure to 
announce ll'ld illpl_,t a t 1r11, cona11tent poliq t or the ut.1111&t.1on ot the 

natic:n 11 aanpower in the war artort. 

Ltuty CMdftfOllS 111 liar CMUrs 

trn1&t1etaoto1'7 living oond1t1on1 "in war production centlre continue 

to genaratl aocial tlnaiona and to hamper war product.ion. PrarecS nenee 
were at. least partl7 reepcneible tor tho recent blow-o!t in Mobile, Ala­

bu&, which eaw 10,000 ah1Jl1Vcl worker• idle tor Hftral d&fl in a d1epute 
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' .,.,.r a n-nt terr"J r are. Wortcer re-t..lt .....r 1110h an apparent.17 
trhial ieaua can be Wldarat.ood ~ whan cna coruo1dar1 the condi t.1 cnt1 
Wider which tha7 are llrtng. 

Mall)' tailiH in ltobi la are huddled t.cpth&r in 11ngle roau or UYing 
in tmita, t.railara, 1t..ck1 or neat.ad 1taraa. .U -V- u anen _, •­
timoa ahare one r occ, OCC\lprinf the bed• in· ahitte. Scx:ia inc01111ne wor ker a 
are aocapti.Qg ul<Hhitt. "h01111nf" in oara and b111 station•. l>xhorbi tant 
rante are ott.an charged tor thaH miaarabla acccmmodationa, and pr:l.cea in 
pnaral are high. SUcb conditioruo innit.!>17 1apa1r th& aorale•and pro­
ductirtty or worker s . The men who are conpelled to leave their tam111eo 

behind th• and !orego ~ ot the eat1atact1cnt1 or non.al lirlnc are es­
pecially aubjact to di~content.. 

Oneatiatactor,. ll't'ing cond1t.1ona allo give r1la t.c cOIZIW\it7 probl••· 
Jn llob1le, tor eD11ple, the cc.pat.1t1on !or the available fam11Y acc..,,.,o­
dat1on1 1e caulinf trict.1on betwem inccmine war wortcera and nathe llob111ana. 
People who haY& ranted the s- hcaee tor year1 onl,y t.c have, thet1t sold 

' ' 
tr0111 

Wider thea to newly arri'NCI workers are part1cularl1 r&HntM. • 

Diaaa t.1a t act1on with llrtn1 cond1 t1cnt1 h par tJ.7 reapona1bl• tor th• 
high labor turn.,.,.r in llobila'• ahip,.vda and addl t.c ilia dUficult,. ot 
recruiting additional workers . Within the past tew weeka the shipyards 

adopt.ad a poller o! reducing oftrtt.e work and aat.abllahine eif:ht-hour 
shi!te . A larp-oule axodua ensued. Maro- workers, willing to put up With 
the mmeroua inconftni.nc .. o! lite in llobila 10 long •• hieh aarninga per­
aitt.ad thea to 1&ve •on&7 tor an anticipat.ad r&inr clq, lett town ao 1oon 
aa t he poanbilit,. tor a big WHklr ~ chick diaappaared. ~ ot thoea 
who at.ayed en ware dhcontented with the new poller, arruins that not anoush 
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workero were available tor tlu'M tull llhitte .,d t hat there were no 

acc<lmftodationa tor newc09era. 

Probl•a similar to llobila ' a arlaa in all cClmUni tiaa unable to cope 

wit h the influx or new workero. or several war produot i<a centen . ...... 

veyed early in Sept.ember by the Dureau or Intelligence, there wu not ona 

"'1ich did not !ace a critical houaing shortage. In each place, t.oo, OYer­

crowdinc gave riae to dit!icult prebl.,s and impaired the sarala Ind etN.-

cieney or workers. 

The situation in Detroit waa diacuased in Intelligence Report (/J7. 

'nle Septecber survey revealed the t !al.ilea with children taco alllost in­

SUJ'llountable ditN.eultiea in find1ng livin& quartere in Detroit. '111e r aw 

places that will accept children are clustered in the poorest, •oat d .. 

preaaed port or the city, so t.bat ll&IV 1ncc.ing worker• are inclined to 

leave their tamillea behind th•, 

I nadequate tranaportaticn !acilltiH add to the difficulty or lite in 

Detroit. Beoauae Detroit hu been an autc.ob1l1 town, ita tranaportation 

91st... hu been undn.aloped: Toc!Ay, with the population ot the oity swollen, 

with ll&IV worker• llrlng long distanc .. trca their pl.ante, and wi th r-

aut.omobilea available, . the c1t:r 11 trensportation 1J'9tm 11 a trained to th• 

bre1lc1ng point. 

In liaaMn&, llaw
0

Iork, where apprcac1Mtel;r 6,000 worker• are a.plored , 
in newly erected al1lminlll plants, the interrelation ot the housing and 

tranoportetion probl ... 11 conspiououa. liu•- doH not 8Pl)a&r to be u 

ovarcrooded ae Ill.IV war production centere becauae epproxillatel;r l.O per 

cent or the allllinua wcrker e have t ound l iving quarter• in c.,..unitiaa trca 

t.en to fifty lilies o a;r. But the coat of c-ting to work, in terlla ot 
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ti.ae u well aa doll.an, i• high. Workers coapla1n that theT haft to PlliT 

•a dq•e wage •ffl'7 .... k" tor tranaportation, and that the,r auat be nq 

trca hme 12 to 13 hour• to work an eight.-hour ~. Winter weather will 

inteMit)' the probl-. Roade 11Uet be kept open with moir ploire during 

alaoat the entire winter, 1"e Count)- Hif!lwrq ~t ia worried becauee 

it does not ban pr1or1't.1ea tor the repair and upteep ot ite ploire, 

In Seattle, Wuhington, approxiaate3¥ 2, $00 Fiil and PPllA dnllinp 

are Soinl! up which are not :yet bought and will 'be. nailable tor bme e .. ker1 

whmi completed, But the Hcaea Registration Ottice , which ii in touch with 

~ pert ot tho" needing living quarters, haa an actin l1le ot 3,lioo 

taa111e1, and apprm..ate~ 300 additional. tuiliee Mice application to it 

•ch week, It 1a relati'H:b° eaq to 111"7' a houM 1n Seattle, but 10 bard 

to rent accmmoda ti one ot U17 1ort that the entol'C•ent ot rent oeilinp 

ii .ni-:b' cl1t.t1cult1 uii;r con.,_, are inclined to take •bat tllq can 

pt, PlliT whatenr 1a uked, and keep their moutha ebut, Oppoeition to 

rent control by apartaent house operators 1e orpnised and intenM, 

In theH war production cmter1, and moat othere . a certain AllOunt ot 

public •"'1 private building ia going forward. But need• ban expanded eo · 

treMl'ldoue:b' and ec rapid:b' that it would be cl1tt1cult to provide tor th-. 

in a 1hort pwiod ot ti.ae under ideal c1ro111st&nces, The tuk appear• 

inlupen.ble under preeent condi tiona btcauH ot the t1- requ1recl tor IUl'­

"71 and tor plann1n1, the rap1cl1t7 with which the 1ituation obanpa, the 

oppolition ot T .. ted intereete, and the cl1tt1cult7 ot sett.ins oonatruction 

uteriale, Reeolution and epeed are clear~ needed in dealing with theH 

ob1tacle1. In addition, there muet be well-planned and continuoue 1ntor­

ut1onal ettort1 dHigned to reduce tension. to PJ'Qlote local cooperat.l.on 
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1f>c1 to aake people realiH the mce••it.:r ot ...ttering ino-1~• 111111 

Mldne: aoritic•• in onl8r t.o win the war, 

(Theae tindlnp are bued on prel1.1Wiar7 reeulte ot a 
stud:r o! houa1ng probl_. llllde II,- the Bureau ot Int.ellis­
tor t.be llllA. CopiH will be &Y&ilabl• in the Mar Mure to 
authorised indiTiduala.) 

Scrap COll.ctton CCJlflatn&a 

Field repreaent.ativee ot the Office o! Public Inqu117 report. a 1'19-

ine; tide o! ori tl.oi• ot t.be eorap collection pz-ograiu, There 18 a wide­

spread belie! that junlc dealers are FOfiteering. People complain thet. 

the rubber tbe;r were so urgen~ NqUested to contribute 1e beins penit.ted 

to rot in the eun, '!be •i&llt. ot huge and apparen~ lll\Ohaq1ng P'ftW1U'da 

ot •crap make th• wonder it an;rtldn1 is eTer done w1 th th• uterial tbllT 

gather together. 'Ibey proteat. that. th97 were first. told to a&ft paper llld 

are now e:iT•n t.o understand that. paper 1e plentitlll and that. what. t.bq ..,,_ 

aa ... d i• ot little nJ.119, 

'eiatenciea in tbe inetnaotfona tor the collection ot .arap or the ~• 

gi ... n tor collect.inc it.. In .... places, tor -pl•, people haft ~ 

tol.4 tllat tin cane are cood' tor at.eel, cnl,r to leern later that thie 1a 

not ao. One or two col-S:eta and buineH publicationa haft bitter~ 

attacked the erren1-t. under which t.he 'IPll penitted brnwra and bctt.len 

to keep a a.rta1n perc1nt.qe ot tile ~ - t.llq collect. aa a ~ t. t• 

their eel'Tice in collect.inc ~. 

11an7 · ot th- or1 t1cim8,. wbUa appareii~ jutit1ad1 bn9 11 t.Ua ' 

rreal, ftlidit.7, lh\l1lce the et.eel CcmpaniH, wlloM role in UUliUnc 8a'lp 
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ia Y<wT tnorabq rel&J'd9CI, the junk dMlen are llOS~ ...U opnoaton, 
and there 1a litUe c1an&er ot their get.tin£ rioll Qlliok trca their protite 
1n connectiClll with the e&lY~ progra. 

Sorap Nbber 1• not, 1n tact , •rott.in& 1n t.he eun. • l1P!I e&lnge 

authorities 1ta1A that althoul1> it &rf crack and appear to deteriorate in 
the 1unl1ght, tor pu.rpoeea ot reola1m1ng it ..-ins SoOd tor a pell"l.od of 
not lesa than 20 7ears. Pil•a of scrap rubber dw!1ndle aa alowq as t11eJ 
do, not becau" the acrap is not needed, but becau1e with oor preeent 
linited recla1aing capacit7 it will take a n .... ber ot aontlla to proceaa the 
Nbbar collected during the recent caepaign. 

Soae ot the crl t1ci8al ot the scrap collection progr• unquesUonabq 
emana~ tram aources eager to find s.-thing to attack. others ~ be the 
ntionalhaUona of apet.het.ic people who want. to t1nd 1cae excuH tor not 
~rtioipeUng in the salvage campaigna. ait. •oat of the critioi•, whether 
juat1ti9CI or not, cOOMs trca people who are honaaU7 pusal9CI b7 what -i>­

pear to be 1ncons1atenciea and inetfioiancie1 in comeotion with acr ap col­
lection. &!torte to reduce the volume of auch oritici• are clearq nece .. 
eary. 

There appe&r1 to be a ne..i tor better coordination at the federal 
level ot the nrious agencies ooncerned with a&lvap. I ntol'.IUUClll&l 
etrorta are indicated to clar1t7 the acrap progr-. The role of the dealer, 
tor example, ha1 to be explained. And people h&Ye to be told not onl,y 

what the7 are wppoeed to do, but wl1J th97 are aeked to do it, and what 
happena to th• .. terial they Hll or contribute alter 1 t le&YH their 

handl. 
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ENEMY PROPAGANDA 
Cllol11 uie.r '"*'IGtflla 111 uw 1. ·1. 

Radio Debunc, the llaai 1tat1cn w!Uch cla1.u to brolodca1t 

1'l-Cll w1 thin the tJn1 ted Stat .. , hl1 ~~I l"llOrteli\ to 9011"1 

nonl wqe ct 8J>l"ladinl propapnda. ltecopiainl tbat the •lldl.-• tor Nati 

broadc .. te in the United Stat .. ii ..n, it atte.pte to llH WI •lldi-· 
u a uana ot 8'lininl a -h largv OM. '1'11118 imch ot i te propapnda 1e 

t..l"Oldcaet in the ton ot al.lapdl)' true anecdotee, - brief, -ucnal., 

and..,...·~ ....S sate}¥ circlllated b7.....,.. than ordinarJ ~--· 

Thie week Debllnlc t.riH a - technique, the •chain l.et.ter.• POlll' 

Aaerican £1rla •- said to haft got ten togwther 1ecl"lt}¥ to put a letter 

into circulation prote1t1ng that Cc11a11nilte and J ... wel"I 1"18J>Clllibl.e tor 

American entry into the war. Atte.ptinc to c011Dter the ettecte ot the 

Preaident•a speech to the International Students Ccnfel"lnce, the letter 

goes on to oq tbat the tlltlll"I ot 1'0\ltll 1a bein& d•atro:red b7 our parti­

cipaticn in the war. SpeQi&l appeal ii Mde to.....,, girl.a and boJ'• to 

start s!w11ar lettere, An .,ti-e.Utic text 1a rec did. 

Churchill '• l"IClllt min ot the war bafOl"I the H.,,,.. of C-OIUI pl111 

quote tiona trca Russian and Bri ti ah j>apen tumiah the ba1il tor an i1>­

•.ena1t1ca U cn ot Axb attellpte to heilltt.n the allepd ocntl1ot. batoNen the 

Ant;lo-Alllericane and the Rlllaianl, The R11111anl &11"1 portrqed •• h1"'t}¥ 

diua tiltied w1 th the lack ot a eecond b'cnt., and cri tioal of their 4111••· 

In additicn to tlle clieo11111i01U1 ot t.1111 ocntl1ot in br11do.1te to lnlland 

- u -



and the United State•, t.beM ~te ara e.phuiud in broedout.a to 
Lat.in Aaerioa. 

'ni. lat.aat. 1&•1 allapt.ion (ln:otldcut. to t.he ...,..~) 1a1 "l'luhingt.cn 
pollt.ioal and •illtary oi rclH AN n .. praMnt.ing th• "1•, 1n connect.ion 
with lloeo .. •• rapeatecl d.anda tor t.he aNCtion o! a ao-oallad •aec:ond 
tront• t.llat. tba U. s. and 3"1t.ain would moat. Ukel,y be abl• t.o carry out. 
eucb • plan .... onl,7 1n t.he cca1ng Spring ot 1911) . .. • 

Strivinc t.o el.1111nate tboH "htaanit.artan• t.raite pong ti.. Oenun 
people o! wb1ch Ooebbela complained a !ft dqa "801 Naai terror propaganda 
reaches unprecedented heights thi• week. Naai propagandi st.a, includine; 

Dr. Ot.t.o Krieg, pollt.ical. t.heoria t , hea;ril7 doc111e11t the o~atated tn.e 
tbat a Oensan da!ea t would M&n •ut.irpe t.ion o! tile oenian peoplo. " They 

allee;e in 89"ral bro9dcut.a t.ha t t.he ...... per. Yrij Nederland (Free cut.ch) 
presented t.he o!ticial British vi• that, 1n th• event. ot an allied rtotoey, 
all Oerman childnn aged Z to 6 abould be • .,t. Ollt ot ~ tor 25 :r-ara. 
The diu•inaticn o! tbi1 propoAl by n.utera 1• proof ot it.a ot t1c1&1 

character, claia the !lash. 

The atarilleat.ion plan o! •the J•, Kautiun, • 11 again beinc 

uteMiftl,y ued 1n llaai 1ntem&l propquda, To ll&k9 1t. ottic1al, butllan 

1a pre .. nted u •one ot thl oloaHt oollaborator1 ot Pree1dent. RooHftlt. • 
TheH -t.rou• diKloaurea• ara •aid to •c._platel,y coincida with the 

declar&t.ion made by ... Secretary Knox ... • whoea Xanau Cit)' 1peach ie 

lliequoted as toll ... , •a peace will be 1apoaed 1n which Oel'lllJ'1 and t.hl 

Axie pmen will be c._plat.el,J al1"1na tad, • 
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Jap&nese ~ ... ,... th• "bcmb1nc" ot Ore'°" in llUOb the -

111AMer u th&T 118ad th• •ehellinp• ot the Calitomia coa1t. and Vancounr. 
The Alll•rlcan people are t.old ot the ·~u abock• the)' NC&bed and ot 
the • trantic et.N"4!\hen1nl" ot c0&1t.al detane••· Tb11 t.11118 the Jap&n&M 
can point. to their pr'ftiOILI •&ccCllpll.i.mte• an the AMrlcan 'laet. Coaet 

and claia control ot the Pacific, 

J&p&n9M prcp&gandi8te llCIW cl.a1a that. the Yalidit;)' Of thelJ' 111.lit.&17 
reporting lwl bean uph91.d b)' the delqed AMrlcan amoun-nt ot the 

ainldng or the Yorktown. Together w1 th other Axie ponra the)' Naind 

Americana that th97 announced Ude einldng •a.n.e.. the Battle of 111ctn.7,• 
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St.ich r1 wlotlcw ft 111 1111tlc • ot MUY oppeor Ill ...... -......... - .. ..-.- ... 
Dfrector ol "- Offtc. ol Wor .... ••an ft 4o lllDlf 

- II) .-, Ml .._, °' - of ... ()jlke of War 
••foiMUllo• tee c o::4adoi• ond 1· II fkw-. ff lh9y do 
.,..., Ot9 °""' • b IQff'lwd by WwldVolt &n .... luNou 
of•r1•11ncewhohow QUI \hd .... dofa oftd .... yON 
~ lo< tho • .........,...., of oppropt'lc110 o......,._ 

The lureou of lnle~e of the Office of Wor 
Information in.et o •oriety of proced.,.ret and tech­
nlq-...s to obtoiloi lh daro on the attttvde• of peop~ 

ond on what It btoutht to their ottentlon, The1e pro- r. 
cedvres ond technique• hove been found relioble ofter 
extensive experi~ntotioft over o "riod of yeors. 



THE REP ORT I I BR I E F 

Elements 
of Rumor 

Effects 
of Rumor 

Cone I us l.ons 

RulllO,.. develop out of eltuat lon1 In which lnfonoatlon la ln­
edequate t o oatlefy public lnterHt, Peop le tend to Invent 
and circulate exp lenetlon• which reflect their lndlvldua l •­
motional blaaea , 

Rumors uy be c las• 1 t I ad, therefore, on the ba1 la of the 1 r 
paycho loglcal 1110t lvat lon: lloatll lty rumors are tho•• wh ich 
g Ive •KP reaa I on to p rej ud 1 cea and an I mos It I ea . An• I ety rumo ra 
are tho•• which reflect under lylng uneulnesa and fear. Es­
cape rumors are tHoae wh lC:h tend to deny reality and minimize 
problems on a wlahfu l bas is. 

In a nat ion at war, the condition• which promote rumor are 
Intens ified, The focus of public Interest l a sharper and more 
homogeneous, wh l le censorship c logs the forma l channels of l n­
fonna.t Ion. Wart lme d la locat Iona foster fruat rat Iona and fears, 

Rumors have a contag ious Inf l uence, sp reading the emotlona l 
weakn esses they ref I ect. Host 11 1 ty rumors act to d lsrupt nat 1 on­
a I unity, wldenlngcteavages between elements o1the popu l atlon. 
Anxiety rumors promote defeat Iara and dl&lft8J'. Escape rumors en­
courage complacency. 

For th i s reason, eneni.y propaganda g i ves l m,,.tus , If not l n­
spl rat Ion, t o rumor-monger Ing. Many current "rumors are para I le l ­
ed by Axls radio broadcasts, 

The danger o1 rumo rs l ies, not, as popula r l y belleved, I n the 
I nformat ion which they may give to the enelf\Y, but In the mls-
1 ntormat Ion they d lssemlnate among the "mer I can people, Of f ie l a l 
denials provide an Inadequate means o1 combattlng them. Such 
underly I ng psycho loglcaJ factors as tension and prejud i ce can­
not be r emoved through d irect negation. Positive Information, 
designed to overcome the tension and prejud ice, affords a more 
effective means of min imiz ing rumor. 
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"l!oet. eameet}¥ I urco _, countrylJan to rojoct 
all rmort1. • - President. Rooenelt., Dec:cri>er 9, 
191.l. 

RU#ORS II WA RTl# E 

Rumor i• one ot the toundationa ot nonoal. eocial int.ercourH. It ie 

a put ot the et.ock-in-t.rw of ... er:Ydl.Y convarat.ion. All ..,. epread ru-

110r• - llOl'tl cir l•e ~. more or l•e innocmit.}¥ and innocuous}¥. 

The wider their eocial cont.ecte, th• llOl'tl likely th97 are to heer nmora 

and to repeat. th•• Por - do not confine their conTeration to "9riti­

abl1 fact. Whenever th.;r l'tllate an:r propoeition reprNented as tact rather 

than u pereonal opinion, 1et not varitied b;r c_, knoirled&• or recog­

nised authorl~, thei>' contribute to the apread ot 1'181C11'. 

11\aore ere rupone• to a felt need tor cC8011111cation in an ataos-

phere ot 1111Certaint1 t:tr inadequate knootled&•· Th-.y lllO'll with the speed or 

eound. IJnJ.ike eound, honver, th-.y are masni!ied b,y d.Utance - amplU'ied 

and distorted b,y the 11-.i inatziaente which tranami t th• • 

THE ELE#EI TS OF Rtl#Oll 

About th• llliddl• of llarch, the et-hip Quee1 llar;r put into the 

harbor o! Boat.on. Her arrival, eta)- and departure were not mentioned by 

n ... i-per• or other Md1a et in!-t.ion. But •inc• ahe wae pl.&inlJ' in 

rlew, ,_. about her epread b)' word of llOllth and becaae cca:on knowledge 
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~o\ft. th• city. 

JM-int UI• !ol.low1.nt fortn1.e;ht, a nuaber ot naaor• abou.i. th. ~ 

Mra.r7 a t.t&in«l Wid• clroul&t.1on 1n Boet.cn. The c••• ot the W..,..t.t.e 

(lo~) ....... Th• t.o talu ol h.- de•i.ntc:Lionr 

~
l~ Sb• had betn N.'bot.a.ged &t h..- dock. 
2 Sh• had ~ ••t &!tr.. 
J Sh4 .. , loadin& aaunitlon and had -lodod. 

OU'lu n.mor• related t.o her er .... 

!l) She .,., aanned b)" Negro 1ailor• . 
2) A;ll her otticera • er• J.,... 
)) Hone of her otttcers or· 1ailor1 •• JewS..h. 

S<Ot two nu. aft.er her &M"lva.l, 1h1 ••t tort.ti 1n broad d&ylla;ht. 

Her dtput.ure rouchl1 coiocided rlth tht ti.rat c1t)'-"/ddt blt.ckout. or Bost.on, 

cl.¥1..ac rue '° t.h& •t.orr that tl>a blackout had - ........,.od tor t.h& u-

_ .. -· at pen11ttlng tl1e - llu7 '° •lip out at th• h&ri>or ,,,,_ 

(6) 

(7) 

She .... c&rJ"7ina lS,000, 20,ooo, S0,000 troope. 
She na *YilJr loaded with uaunition, carrie:I -1.oott no 

trooJ)I. 
All ot the troope loaded in Bost.on were Ntgroe•. 
Nturo t.roope had to be driven aboard i.h• Quffn Mary ~ore 

the lett. They cutini~ and 'WhitA troop. "-d t.o be c.a.lled. 
In. 

Ao th• Queen Mary lett., troop. aboard broke into a •ona, the 
word• ot Which were .,., ue aoi.na t.o u•t Ui tltr &nc1 wtten •• 
a•t back n are cot.na \.o get the J,.... • 

Sh• .. t. all tor Fngl&od, Ireland, I.cela.nd, Africa, t.ht liear 
kit, Australia . 

She had been aunk wtt.h all 11•• 1o1t.. 

H.l'tl •• a ait.uat.1on 1n 1llh.1ch nncra W.l'e bound \o gend.nat.e. lb• 

Queen Mlry •• nat.\IZ'&l.17 an object o! k.-n public int4:'Nt.. In ~ abamc:e 
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or adeq\a&t.e Wonmt.ion t.o •t.1.a!'7 int.erwt, th• unb....U.CS &rrl•a}. ot UMJ 

ahip preoipitai.d a .. 1w ot. ccnJect.urea • 

.U~ t.he ccnjectu:r .. ·~mm a cm.ca •t.ilNl\a.11 ~ ah(IW'td 

Wide ... r1...,. Pl.&iAl:t I.be ,......., ~ U.. coaJoc-.... a ,,._t ~ t.bo 

cli!torinc Jl070holactcal atUt- ._ ob1ch u.o otiaulwo acWd. 

Th• cr•t.ioo tlld. t.J"&n.a1,1a1on ot ~ 1• a •eleot.1•• sroc .. a. 

P.ol)la do not. rapeat. all that. t.M;r bearJ th.,. cholHia tor repet.1t.1on t.hoee 

\opie• •hich •Mt. their am interpt.e and aat.1.at)' their ~ mot.icaal 1-

pvl..aea. Along with t.hi• i:roc•n oL aalaction, f.Ml'9 goe1 a d11t.ort.1oa 1n 

accOJ'd&nc1 W1.t.h t.h1 l.nd.1.Vidual psychol ogical bent ot tht ruaor-r.i.at.or. 

£/IOT/OllAL UCICllOllMDS OF lltJllOR 

It. it Po••i&l.t \.0 cluai!y nmor1 brO&dJ.7 on ~ bu11 ot the -.o­

iioN lllh.1¢h lob.t7 ...nect.. ror \he M.i:• ot ~ic.at.ion, an ai.~ ha.a 

been a.de t.o do \.hil ai:aonc \he c:r•t nmbtr ot "*""• aiudied by t.be Bw"•s 

~ Inulllsonco. ClaNWcaU411 io aot .i..,. indioput.abl.T el oar. Th• 

.,... at.ory, tihen told bJ" cl1.Uerent 1n:t1.t.du&la, 9A¥' re!lect. d1tt9J'W\t. 1--­

.pula.... ito\achl1, ,.,..,,.. 9A¥ bt d.irtdtd .itit.o t.hr•• buic cawcor1 .. , re­

naot.iYI ot their peycholoeical mot.ivat.ion1 h011t.Wt;;r, &Nd.et.7 and .-c•S-· 

Hott.Ult.¥ 

R\aOrl provide a reacb' JIOde ot upru•ion tor t.he ani.llotit.i•• a«1 

'· te•l toward par-t.io\llar aroupe or individual.I. RI.wort ot th1• t.l'J)I range 

all th• way t'rom cenG'Ali•ed expn.asiont ot antipathy or cont.talpt. to dt­

t.ailod anocdouo dop1ct.ir.j; tll• doop1aed oubjoct lJl an wa ........ blo lJ.s)>t. 

The 11ipoi"tant. point. t.o note her• 1.t that. th .. • ruen r.tlect, rat.h• tbul 

cree t.e, P"'I Jud.1e.•. 
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SUch MDOra are COlllllOll enough, even in norwal ti.Ma. Amonc a people 

a t war, their incraaH both in .traquenc7 and intanait7. Toda7 thq are 

cener~ retlectiYe ot anti-<loY......,t, anti-BritUll, anti-f!wlaian, anti­

labor, anti~tic, anti-llasro and anti-alien Hnt.1-tta. 

~ the rumors circulated in Bosten about the QIJHD 11&r7, the •tolT 

that the troope aboard b.r broke into a •one •usc••tine that t.hq ..... •110-

ing to get the J.,..• on their return provid .. an obviowi illwitration ot 

the hoat1llt7 r1m1or type. BoetOn ]>rovidee a al.lieu in which the expreaeion 

of anti-s.itiem can be taYorabl;r received, The ~ llaJ')' t\lmiahed nothing 

eore than a pe1 on which to hang the prejudice. HOOltill tJ tollard J .. a waa 

th• real breeding IJ"Olllld ot t.1118 particular naor. 

SOll8 other -plea ot h001tllitJ naoora m;, HrYe to claritY the 

point that these are det-1.ned more by the •otional character ot the 

runor-relator than by the nature ot the stimulating circumstance1 

There ia 10 llUCh red-tape comected with the 00\'ernunt 
that the n" lwober used at R-1ncton tor temporar:r abW 
and building• b just piled uP and burned when tbe;r are 
Uirough with it, inetead ot allowing it to be used ..,_ 
place or aold to the public . (Salt Lale• Cit7, Utah) 

The soldiers are a RD-1:ood lot - thq co arowid aeducina 
the local cirla. (New Ilrunswick, II. J , ) 

The sh:l,P)'&rd workers get paid for checking in and not do­
ing an:r work, (Portland, Uaine) 

England i• juat trying to get all our bo19 trapped in 
Britain where t.ht11 will be slaugbt.red and thm Dlgl.and 
and Oenoan7 will cans up againet th• ~tad Stat.as. 
(Or91on) 

The effect ot l'lmOra or thia type 1a to prmote internal diY1a1on, to 

diaturb national un1 t,y. From the point ot rt .. ot their conaequenoee, th117 

- 4 -

, , 
, 



, 
, 

are wdce-<lrl Tini rumor•. TheJ Hpar& te fll'OUP trm group w1 thin the popu­

la tion, auz'&Yate and euggerate exbtl.ni clavagH. 

l.nxi!ty 

Th• tears to which 1nd1Yiduala are llUbject abo !ind a natural a­

pr .. aion in rmor1 . 1'9ople are prone to invSlt or repeat tale• which re­

t'lect their own unaaineaa or maladjuataS1t. Th .. e Tumor• take ditterent 

toru. Their 1pecitic content doee not nec .. 1aril,y retlect the particular 

tear disturbing the indiYiduaJ.1 it retlecta oftl¥ &rud.et;y in general. 

The nimors concernin£ the Queen liar)' which SU&P•t that she •• 

oabotaged, had exploded or had sunk with all liv .. loat oe• to ref'lect 

apprehension in the narrator•. While the presence or the Queen llar;y 1tim­

ullted hostility nmor• in the minds or per1ona OYerloaded with prejudice, 

the same precipitati.nc event prOYoked others to expressions o1 anxiety. 

Wartime conditions multipl;y the rears to which people are ~ll;y 

subject. Maiv or the current anxiety nimora are concerned with military 

or naval atfairs, betraying anxiety about pera""8 in the armed aervices. 

Here are •aoe additional illustrationa or the type1 

' • 
They say that dur1nc manewers the night or the wind 
storm they made the bo78 practice using lite boats 
and 60 ot th• were lett in the ocan. (Norfolk, Va.) 

The accident rate in the shiPiarda i• terrible, up to 
100 deaths a week. (Portland, llaine) 

· Ian•t it true that the Government will be oo heavil,y 
1n debt that the;y will have to take the bonds as taxes 
or else juat won•t tr;y to pay th•? c:ro-) 

Thia type or rumor, too, has an unhealthy etreet upon the cOlllll\llll.ty. 

It serves to 1pread the tear which it ref'lects. Dea~ir and deteatiaa 

grow out o1 nmora or thi• character. 
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Eacape 

Carta.in MllllOra reflect a natural b..an tendenc7 to .. cape tr .. 

reality or to distort. aituationa by vi9Wing t hem through ro1~olored 

glaaeao . Unlllce tha a.nxiet 7 rumor a, wMch di a tort in the dirac tion ot ex­

aggeration, escape N:ICrS tend t.o d9117 t.he exiat.enea or probl- OJ' to dia­

miU th ... LS trivial. 

These appear to be • omnhat leaa frequent than t.he other tJ'PM. The 

stori .. about t.ha Queen Miry """aatlng that ahe carried i:reat nlabcrs ot 

troops were perhape renectJ.•• or wtahtul t.b1nldng. OtJier ..._.., iUue­

trativa of t.hl.a -.Uonal l..mpulae are1 

Warehouea• are tull of •llf!ar, •o 1lfl7 abould it be 
rationed. (ltinnesot.a ) 

Lloyds or London i• betting that th• •r will be ....... 
in 1942. (111Houri) 

In epita of cuoline rationing in Oeorgia there are 
nUDbera or t&nJc truck6 at th• p1pe-11na out.lat in 
north Oeorcia which dail,)' loa<I up and carr,. guolina 
into unrationed TennaH M and Alabaa. (Atlanta, Qa. ) 

The danger of the escape rumor lies in it• praootion or ooaipl.acenc;r. 

Insofar as r=ra or this type encourage people to believe that all is go­

ing weU, they Wlderaina deteniiination and relax the intensity or etrort 

requisite !or tho e!!ective prosecution or t.be ~. 

In i:iany rumors the emotional coloration 1e ... lees clear and C10re 

di!!icult to catalog. Uncertainty and curiosity otten !ind axprM•ion in 

Ml!OOJ'a which apparently coruotitute pure conjecture. lb the ab1enca of 

real taota , people tend to invent answer• to t.be que1tion• which perplex 

th•. Frequently thaH invention• 1pring t'rOlll a reluctance to adait ic­

norance, a d .. ire to •- •in the know.• The e!teot ot auch nmora, b.,,,..er 
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111£1SIFICATIO# OF lll/llOll II llAIT/11£ 

tn a nat.1on a\ .,., all ot the c:indit.1.ont l.1Ml1 "° pr-.o\e \be 

•pread ot nmor are 1nt.ca1l'1.S.. Th_.. ll a ll8Ch .ore hcmopnto"M tocu of 

pd>Uc intc'olt tllAi1 •• ~ u.i... Pooplo .,.. nbJoo• t.o In'-• .._ 

and r.,., abou\. \be P"OP'••• oI nmt.. Bat. th9M ... mw ue Mc•IU'i}T 

1u.bJ1et t.o ..,.t.iae cenaorah!J) 10 tbat. t.he oba.nnel.e ot intonation an laa 

troo t.llOll oNinuUT, and not~ inadeqmte t.o tllo populu -l.re tor ._. 

Tho oooiotol dJ.olooaUono onaondared b7 ..,. &loo tooter tho opread at 

naor1. O..eat _,.., at -.n an brwc;bt t.oc•tn.r in u.r OU&Pe, ti.t.tri&l 

worker• tlook 14 1.1nprecedet.td nmber1 to ...,. prod\letion cenWrt. £11 ot. 

t.be11 PIOPl•1 coatl'Ull\.ed wt.UI D0'1'el circ ... tanoN ud Cuillar uuz ::d 

ire•, ehut. oft .tro. ~ c~ uaoct&Ucme and •••w ot c 1MtJ.oo, 

are pecvliarlJ prone t.o a 'f'Viet)' ot apecvlai.t .. ,,_.., abou\ the ftbJ.ct. in 

which th47 u. Met. 1nter•t.ed - the prop'93& ot the war. 

Dur1nc Utt C0\11'11 or &QT ,.,. , there are lq: perioQ 1A wtW:.b .m 

do not Itel. that. thQ' are acti•el.7 Jarl.icipatJ.nc in the cannJ.c\. Sol.41.s-1 

qace 1n ~ the ue.t\alne11 ot wtd.ch U not &l.a79 cleu" t.o t.b-. 

M&nT civUi.&M, a1a1.l&rl.1 depri•9d ot M7 •tn.11 ot etteot.iTt coot.r1bv\.ic:a 

t.o the war ettort.1 t.tnd t.o bec.Cl99 bored and rNti••· S\IOh a 1it.uat.1on 

qu1cktn• the 4-velo.-.nt or ~. 

In order to 1\\MtJ \be na~ure, or1c1zi &Dd efttot ot n.or1 1n wv­

t.1M, \he Dlar•u ot l)'li.llipnce condu.ct.ed an mq>a"1-:tt&l t\.ud11n two 

c1t1N - 1 .. lnla.n1.clt, I. J., and A:>rtl.and, Ml.ioe. The at• .. apl.on­

'°17 in.-..... -ia-i tio de~ tllo f&Mild.ll~ of ln ..... 14or1Dc 
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technique• tor t.be analp_s ot rlmOl'a. ilthO\l(lll cnl,y tent.atiYe concludona 

can be drawn troa th• re1ulta, the 1tuq doe• lhed licht on th• 1.noidenc• 

ot rumor and th• patt9"111 1n which 1t ~lope. In addition, the BllrMu 

anal,Jsed , ... ) 1200 INICll'I r.porled to it trca all part1 of the oount.ry b)' 

its corr .. ~• panei., b)' the )1 field ottic .. of the Bareau ot fllbUc 

Inq11ir7 and~ 150 oftic .. of the F~-1 Sec11rit7 AS-7• 

RUHOR INCIDENCE Iii TWO CITIES 

Th• two c1ti .. Hlected tor 1ntendY• ltudT b)' the Bureau ot Intalli-

1ence are -board c-iu .. , ~ equi'ralent 1a Ilise, a1ailar 1n 

their econcaio Nlation to Mtropolitan cent••• lar~ eappd in the p-o­

ducticm of war &oodm and Yital.17 attected b)' apeoitic ldllt&r)" and neval 

developoenta . Yet tb17 are autticiently Hpu&ted 1eop-aphica117 to avoid 

the aame local idiol)'nOl't.11••· The ditterenoH betw.., the citiH are re­

flected 1n the dittereno• betw.-i the content ot naora p-nalent in eech 

of tha. 

11 ... jll'Un~k 1a th• lite ot a .... l.ZWT •ta&ial &rM, C•P Ulav. 

Thi• cacp, larse eoucb to h- a popW.aticn llMl'l7 double the eiH of 

New Brunnick, •• oapleted late tbi• •lll'inl· Inter•t 1n the project 

has bHn high ... ona the townapeople, 8old1G'1 on •town lMYe, • jHpa, 

military polioe, the 1ncnaH 1n population and the attendant 'expeMion ot 

buai.'\111 ban all SG'Yed to .a th1a oit7 1ntenlel7 "•oldier conaeioua.• 

In i'ortl.and are ccmcentnted the aoti...S.t.1e1 of tllo ajor ah1pbuild­

inll Cccpe.n1 .. > -.pl.071n& oYW 27 1000 -· JIWtlAnd 11 harbor ia the IC­

ot intenH act.1Yit7. Th• o1t7•a population ha• bun anat17 1ncrea1ed end 

b111in111 has 'boomed a1 a reoult ot th1 intlux of rww worker• with their 
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l'aldliea. Portland, in COllHqll811Ce, ia a C<nmnity which pY be dHCribed 

as intenael,y •ahipbuildiJIT, conacioua. • 

Rumore had ditterent loci in the two oitiH. In N• Brunnick, the)­

centered aro11nd Arsy lite, the beh&Yior ot the soldier• and 111Utar)' at­

t&irs. In Por..land, h.....,,.r, the naore clwitarad around topic• rel&tinc 

to the 1h1J17Vd& - t.ha high -i:-• ot worltare, hiejl accident retaa in the 

yard1 end the amount and 1<ihd or work dona . But, dupita the di!hrenoae 
' 

1n stimuli and content, the basic 11ot1Y&t1ona ot the naore r-1ned aiai-

lar. 

In both ccmnmi tiH, the amount or n .... appearing 1n local news­

papers relating to tha new centers of popular interest wu very nall. An 

analyeie ot the Ddl7 HOM N8W11 ot New Br1111ewick tor the WHk ot JUl,y 26 -

August 2 diecloaed that little news was published ccnc:arning actiYiti•• 

in the Cll!lp itself or concemi"6 such natural topics ot gossip as soldiers• 

leaves, troop mov-nte or the relation• between enlisted Mn and local girls. 

Almost no ah1J>)'&l"d newe appears 1n t.be Portland Preaa Here.ld, sue the 

sport pap account.a ot ah1J>7&rd b&Hball s-••· An exaaination ot thie 

paper during the week ot July 26 - August 2 ahowed that no ah1J>7&rd aooi­

dents 11.re recorded and no account• imrolving people da1cribed u •ahip-

yard workers.• 

Thie abeence of into~tion adeq11&te to alla;y groundlee1 speculation 
, 

provides an ideal at.o•p!J"r• tor t.be genaretion of naor. But 1 t camot 

of 1 teelt be held responeibl• tor naor creation. The a taospllere 1n these 

cmaunitiee 11 chare:ed with the tenaiona in which naora ge!Winate . Ship-

yard workera and eoldiera alike d91cend by t.be bu a-load upon t.be oi tie•' 

busiest ccrnar•1 they croood the mOYinc picture theatera, create waiting 
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lines 1n rHtaurenta, wander .Weeal,r •bout the atreeta at ni!lht, joata 
Hch other and a111one al .. • ho haPJ*!• to be around. 'nl8)' haft t• 1'J'iend1 
and no local a ttacll!lenta. 'nl40- dislocate the normal lire or the cC11111uni­
tiee, cauaing irritat.icu and ..u.oeitiH. Intereat 1n the ia bel.phtened 
by th• uneaaineu which th"7 ere• to. 

De•p...-ted, latent prejudice• are brouldlt to the aurtace, moreover, 
by the Yll"1 pr11ence or these nwcaoere in the ccmnunity. The Portlander•e 
trMl.ition&l sen•• or thrift anl hard worlc 1e Yiolated by hie notione o! the 
ahipyard workers• high w&fl"• and euy joba. To the Nn 8nln8Wick1an, the 
11&11 in uniform who whistles at a girl en the etN&t calls up the trMl.itional 
stereotype o! the luattul eold.i•r who talc•• hie tun .m.re he tinde it. 

In these two citiu, interviewa were conducted with 172 persona by 

h&l! a doaen trained 1nterviewere durint: a tao -k period beginnine Auguat 
2J . That rumora ftre prevalent ia indicated by the tact that 1,283 ot them 
were recorded. There nre 456 clifferent nmore, ot which )OI. were reported 
only onca, Of the 152 that were reported more than once, the average n-.-
ber of ropetitiona waa 6.1.. Fitteen ruaora ftre reported 16 time• or oftener. 

The interviews were extreaiel,.v lenith;r, rane;l.ng 1'l'<la one to tolll' houra. 
Although no !onoal questionnaire waa UMd, ever:r person intemend waa 
given an opportunity to .xpreu himself upon the f ollowing topica 1 ration-
1ng, defense production, the wartime role of llinorltiH, apiee and aabotaee, 
mJlitar;r strategy, wartiJl• Washington, aubaarine and na-1 action, atrocity 
etories and other topica or purel,y local interest , At a auitable point 
1arl,y in each intern ... , the purpoae of t he quHtionint; was explained with 
var;rinr, 1labora1J.on, depend1na upon the •oph1at1cat1cn of the respondent. 
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FACTORS Ill THE SPREAD OF RUllOR 

~ th• buie ot the Whole cOllftJ"MtJ.on, 1ntarY1-. rat.eel each or 

th• pereona w1 th whOll the:Y i.l.lced u to tlle1r Min rocua or interest 1n 

th• war, their d•UH or sa t1etact1on w1 th ""'• t.heir le'nl of Wol9&tJ.on, 

their deue• of i<MntJ.t1cation with th• war effort, their FeJudicea Ind 

the de gr" ot social particip& t.ion in which they 1np£-ci. Althou(!h the 

aise or the sapl• and I.he iaperfection ot the technique• 111plo,ed torbid 

conclusin generaliaat.iona , the deta 1111e11t raur 111PotheM• u to the 

factors which facilitate t.1\1 apl'lad or l'\mOl'B. 

l. Th• people who weN rated as nll-1nfonied ehond a IJ"l&ter ten­
dency to recount l'llllora than did the pereone rated 111-Wonned, One ol>­

viouo reason tor the hi(!her incidence or l'llllor amonc bette~in.t'Ol98CI people 

lieo in the fact that these people haft ueatar Ylrbal !aoilit7, &re •ON 

articulate. It is a fact, moNov&r, that people who are well-1ntoi.ed 

about cart&in phula or the war are lilc•l7 to ban a higher degree of in-

terest in these phasH, This higher incidence of Maor •ong the better 
' ' ' informed does not necesear117 indicate, how1Yer, that t.hq are more 11.t'fec-

ted by J'\18ora than the le•• WoJ'Md; the7 are leH dependent upon M&or 

for their i .nromation &'Id bet tar able to onrc<111 or counteract a l'llllor• e · 

illpact. 

2. Rmor incidence 1e hipr 1n people who part1c1pate widel,.v 1n 

eociety than •ong the aocially ieolated. ObYiou117, 1ooial intaraetJ.on. 

provide• an opportunit7 tor ...,...........,,.1"111.C• It h natural, therefore, 

that workint W0111111 should be 11ore prone to the retailing of rmor1 than 

are houelwins. All penona who - a eN&t U1'\T people~ and -

th• under c1rc .... tanc11 ot conaidereble 1nti11ao7 are 1111ch .ore liable to 
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11cllldod. TM chart bel .. Uluotra._ the UMt.or .t'rtq\>4ncy with w!Ucb 

~ are ..ntJ.cned OJ" aoc1al..q a.ct.iYe per1GN. 

' 70 

REUTIO~ snm. lllCIOO.CC OF ~l!S 
AliD SX:IAL lhTCl!ACTIO~ 

l50 

.:~. ~ - Ftw 
Soc::l•I Cotttaett 

01-------- ---------
10 

20 

lO 
I N Al.MO'tS &O 

lO 

l50 

70 

). Prtj\oldice •cpu.n to~• rert.11• b reedlnc t,round of:' nlo'.IOr. 

People 1')\Cftl the 1nt.orv1..--•era "rated aa be.t.n1 h1eh irl prejudiett 'Wtrti trice 

•• pront to a•nt.ion r...aoro !'roquont.\.V u were t.h610 rat.ed •• unpreJudtcod. 

h . A tW.lar- rtl•t:l.onshlp uiata bet•een 1111ot.t.onal 1.tntlona and t..lut 

1ncidenct or nmor•. People who were N19.rded by t.he 1nt.en-1ewra u mo-

tionall7 \.tnM ••,. ccna1denbl.J' 110N p1'Cnl t.h&n thoff not 1ubJ.ci. to ten­

•1on to .-.peat. M1110-r1. ~ re.lat.1.ana~p tMtfttrl ~rine a..-.d Uleff 
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ahareotvi• Uc• u 1llut.nt.ed 1n th• following chart. 

RELATION BETWEEN I NC I DENCE OF flLM)I! 
AND PEfmNAL OtARACTERrSTICS 

I 
70 PreJud Iced 

60 

'° HIGll 40 

IN RUMOAS 50 

20 

10 

o- i---
10 

20 

LOW "° 
IN RUMORS 40 

50 

60 

70 

r ... 11on1 

Intem ... re 1n II• Srunawick mid Port.land eeU.ted that ""er 70 
per o.nt ot the ruaou Mnticned to th• were believed b;r the people 11ho 
related th-. Belle! 1n M110r• ia, o! courM, a .. tter ot degree. Sinee 
the "l•ction o! Uff part.iou.lar l"WllOr dependa, in part., upon an e.otional 
predhpoe1t1on toward acceptance of it, , ... -nre o! belief aq be indi­
cated b;r the .are rec011nt.1Jla ot a naor1 peopl9 do not tell •torl.H wbicb 
th17 know to be nonaeMical. 

c-tlnt repetition of MllOH aq, ---· help to induc. billet. 

- l) -



Th• point. ii lllWltftted in the toll""1n£ Hlt~•il ottered 'llT ! . 
pereon 1nterviend in Nft Bl'llnftickr 

•1 ha ... heard ~ a torlH about. J..,. and tM7 a•t .. 
... ..,. an...,. - that. J..,. are tz71nc to get deterred and 
were uelng all po11ibl• exclUIHJ that~ ot t.1.- are 
tr,ying t.o ~t derenoe work or epeoial C<ll'llll.11ion1 i n 
place• ilk• the Si.,.al Corpe, or other work which would 
deter t.ha trm the act'l&l tight.inc. A friend ot edne 
on the clra1't. board hae ••en told .. ot euch - and 
occu1~ I....., find iv•lt beli8Ylng. Ula•• 1toriH 
e•en though I knew ... ..,. 'ill that th.,. are probabl,y not ,. t.rWI.• 

In eeneral, 1t ma:r be said ot rumor• th& t they tend to find accept.-

ance wtienever they are ralat.«11 haweTer diet.an~, to ,... lcnalln tact.I and 
\ 

whenever •.hey pre•nt a propoe1 t.ion wbich the hearer de11rH to believe. 

Certain factors operate to cMc:k cndullty with reepect to J"CllOr. 

People ccmoonly reject nmore which are in contlict with tiret.-hand infor­

nation. For e:1t111ple, " cab driver 1n Nft Brunftick, who had heard a •tol'7 

•bout a tip.ht ti.too.en a local polic- and an 11. P. trm Camp lil.Mr, eaidr 

• ••• j uot a .io..,., that •• all 1t i.. I 1ean ~and ha'• •till on duf-7.• 

Runore are rare~ bel19Ted .,,hen th.,. run count.er to a ti~ eetab­

llebed belief, A USO worker r.arked, "14~ or iv triencla 817 1Rooe9Telt 

1a a dictator and ii Wlinl the war to build up hil political. uchine. ' 

or oourse, I u etrongl.¥ Nft Deal and th& t ii JWlt a lot or noneenee 1fi th 

SmetiMe a eimpl• Hnae of reali• ukee a ruaor •- incredible . 

A doctor in Portland told laugtwi~ about the submarine 1tor1e1 ha had 

h .. rd . "Th81 haft thoH sub1, • he Mid, •cruiling around in about tour 
teat of water,• 

o • ,I 

• 



RU#OllS MO UIS l'flOfAGAIOA 

CloH ....S •trlkinc p&r&llela ul.et betwe., current naore ....S the 

content ot Axil propacanda broadcaeta, The origin ot &117' eine:l• n111or 11 

di.l'ficult, perhaps iapouibl•, to deter"aine. And there h no conclueiY• 

n1.dence to pron th& t naoH circu.let.iJIC in .Werlee bad e'*'O' iNpiN ti on. 

Th"re can be no doubt, h"""ver, th&t a great ~ ot th• aerre the enao;r 

cause. 

WbeU..r or not ther origin& ted the l'lllore, Ax11 propagMdiata ·Hdu-

louzy tooter their dieseaina tion. one out ot the ot a.ll of the naaore 

reported in Portland and llew Brunswick - includinc thoH rumor• which 

were of " purelr local character - have been repeated OYer the !lasi ehort.­

wave station, Debunk. .Uons hostilitr and IU1Xietr nmora, the percentage 

o! coincidence is cuch higher. 

One or two examplea Will suffice to illustrate the pArallellea be­

tween M10or1 and en~ propaganda1 

RUllOR 

W.nnuota1 "Rooeenl t hae a lot 
o! Jew advieors around and they are 
tellinfl hi.al what to do.• 

Arka nsa11 "They told me that they 
are e:oing to have 750 Negro cadets 
stationed at this school, and that 
white men are rnns to do the -~ 
1&1 Jobs. There will be plent;y of 
trouble 1! th&t le the case. I 
hear that they hue been hartnc 
race riots dawn at llontgaoe17, ila.­
baMa, and th& t they have had to ehoot 
a bunch or Niegere.• 

- lS' -

PROPAGANDA 

Radio DEBUNK, April 61 "But 
would you hue reelected l"OR a 
th1 rd tiJle tr he bad honutlr 
told rou wtiat he and hi• Jew 
crooo:I ot adrleore were up to?• 

Radio ROME, to North AmerlJ:a, 
Jul,y 29, 19421 •USBON1 The 
United Stetaa War Departllent cc.­
onmicatu th.at 769, I will repeet 
the fi£U", 769 Hecro cadet.I haY9 
been -claitted to an .lMrieen ot­
ticere Tr&ining School . • 



Illlnob 1 •TrCNbl• be-n the 
United St.ate1 soldiers and SrHilh 
1old1er1 ii cOl'l:lonplace, • · 

Radio DE!IUllK, June l.61 • .U.r­
ican doughboya in Iceland 
stared a short but heated bllt.­
tle 11'1 th British soldiers there 
but c•• out en top, our boy• 
had one cuualty, whereas the 
Liloe7• auttered two dead and 
three wow1ded , The 9rit1ah 
aoldiera h~d called our soldiers 
cowards tor not st.artinc an ot­
tensive, • 

In u.e weg1ng of p1ychological • l\rfare, Axis propalll'ndists hAve con­

si1tently played upon the known weakneaaes or those whoc they attack. They 

ha•-e been content to widen existing cleavaces , to caopound contlaion, to 

ma,,Ut)' alarm, In their attack• upon the United States, the aillls of our 

enanies hive been to w1de'nlline the confidence of Ameri~ans i n their Govern-

11ent, to foster discord between minorit;y element• in our popul&Uon, to 

enhance contllsion and di ... y - in ahort, to divert our attention fror:i the 

real 111ue1 confronting u1, 

Whatever the origin or ru.ora, their effect• have been to proco'-e 

theH en9111 purpoHs, It 1a 1n tbe11 e!!ects th.at the real dangers o! 
• 

rumor-mongerinc lie, ln!ol"lll& tional c1npaigns have consistently streaaed 

the thesis tllllt loose talk may endancer the livu or American 1oldiera 
• 

and s&l.lora, 'The internal corrosive innuence o! loose talk in the form o! 

rumors baa been largely ignored, Yet the real menaco they represent llee, 

not 10 auch in the in!onaa tion they &iv• to the ·~, as in the ml.sin!o~ 

tion they r;l.ve to the .U.riean people, 

' 
CO/ICLUS 10/IS 

n>e nature and pre•alence at rumors provide an index to the norale 

ot a people, Reaults of thh preliminary investigation 1how the existence 

- 16 -
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1n AMrica ot wide3pread a1-.t• ot diswtit.T, anxietr, coaplacmq and 
oontu.icn. 

The attect ot ruaors 1• to aauavata the •e&lawe•• which U..,. ~ 
cloae. And it is t o this end t hat Arla propagandiata conacio\Ull.J' cive 
1-petue, U not inapir&tion, to the spread or naors in the lhited Stat.I. 
To the extent that people depend upon rumor .tor their lcnowlqe and be­
liata, their ccntidence in the toraal 8)'8tec o! c-111\ica tion 1a under­
mined. Their faith 1n authoritative sources , and, conHq'*1tl.J', 1n the 
Oovenuoent itael!, ia decreased. 

Ruaors within a cca:ninity erow "'°st eesily in eituaticne where 
people are confronted by new and wiexpla.ined proble1111. Their apread 1a 
accelerated by the !'rict icnt and !ruatrations which deYelop out ot artaa 
dialocations. The very hostility, anxiety and desire tor Heape which 
rumor• reflect constitute their primary sources. 

The hiVI incidence or rumor "'"""G well in!Ol"Ded people at!or<lJJ a 
means ot combattina the rumor danser. Because o! their lit•acy, tha8e 
people ant accessible to anti""MIT.lor campaigM de•i&ned to enlist their 
cooperaticn. They need to be shown th.at the daaging at!ecta ot rumor­
moneering lie, not so much in its. disclosure o! information to the 1119110', 
u in i te divisive and disconcerting impact on the home tront. 

Rumor denial, while o! s<J11e value in coabatting rumor• ot a local 
nature, se&1111 an inadequate a.na ot meeting the probl• as a whole. llaola 
underl,yin& peycholoCical !actors aa tendon and pntJlldice camot ba r e­
moved throuch direct negation. Positive intormation d•igned to O'tercoae 
the teneioo and pntjlldica st.anda a batter chance ot 111niaiain& nmor than 
authoritative rebuttal• o! the rumors th-elves. 

- 17 -

•. 



Local capmign• to counteract nmore ll&Y• a limited llH!Ul,.••• 
• 

There b densa' U..t u..,. '""''" it C&Nlee8l;r dincted, 8prMd U.. nmore 
which the:r -k to ecot.ch. Tlle1 n.,.d C&N!Ul n1>9rY1aicn and cocrdina Uon 

with t8Cleral poll CJ. 

'!h• lute ir.-ber ot nmor8 ot ..,...i.-lonrl.ng pot.enUallUH 1n 

circul.aticn ngp•te U.. iaportance ct • ccnt.1nu1ne etuq ot th• problem, 

There 18 llMd tor im9•Upt.1cn ot the 1nc1dence ot nmor on a nattonal 

buia, ~ • etuq ot U.. ettecte ot U.. acre d•ngeroue nacre llllCI tor 

turt.her ~ii ot th• P970hclcg1cal tact.ore which aoUnte l')80r--t1cnger-

ing . 
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SOURCES OF THE REl'ORT 

Tll1.I report. 1• oaeed on the !ollowin& •ter1&11 

"lfarti.M INlore 1n Tiii> rutem Cit.1•,• dinnon 
o! 5""40'' , Spec1.al ltllport I'll 

Appendixt A Liat o! RllDOl'8 C09j>1led 1n c-t1on 
wit.II Speci&l a.port I'll 

lbmor a.port., 5pec1.al Sen1c• Din.ion 

Tb• D1rla1on o! s ....... qo nport.8 .,.. •n•l•bla to euthorlsed 1.ndirtdmla tbrouch th• Bure&u o! J'Dte~• o! tile ot!ic• o! War Wormtion. 
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