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Such recommendations and suggestions os may appear in
this report have not been cleared in advance with the
Director of the Office of War Information and do not
necessarily reflect his views or those of the Office of War
Information. Recommendations and suggestions, if they do
appear, are only submitted by individuals in the Bureau
of Intelligence who have assembled the date and they are
offered for the consideration of appropriate authorities.

The Bureau of Intelligence of the Office of War
Information uses o voriety of procedures and tech-
niques to obfain its data on the atfitudes of people
and on what is brought to their attention, These pro-
cedures and techniques have been found reliable after
extensive experimentation over o period of years,
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ATTENTION FOCUS
The war was presented to the American public this week

in a1 extremely encouraging light, HResistance at Stalin-
grad and in the Caucasus, American initiative in the

Aleutians, Australian advances in New Ouinea and action in the Solomons
were all optimistically reported.

The only damper on the week's good cheer came through signs of controversy
with Russia over the second front lssue,

At home, enactment of the anti-inflation bill, together with the Fresident's
gwift action to implement it, cccasioned drasatic headlines, Wr. Roosevelt's
heartening report about the spirit of the American public was offset, to some
extent, by & tendency in the press to portray his trip as a horrid instance

of censorship.

Even the World Series baseball games, by ne means ignored in the stress of
war developments, contributed to the ‘hopeful atmosphere,

EDITORIAL ATTITUDES

CENSORSHIF

Editorial reaction to the President's cross-country tour
soemed to reflect an underlying antagonism on the part of
the press toward Mr. Roosevelt, Many cosmentators grasped the secrecy
surrounding the trip as a flail with which to flagellate themselves into a

frengy over censorship,
Journalistic impatience with Covernment informatiom policy is not new,

)




But the excitement over this particular application of it seemed out of all
propertion to its real significance. Criticism of the censorship was wide-
spread and generally aleng the lines enunciatad in a front-page editorial
of the Washington Post:

"This newspaper feels a solemn obligation tc protest a policy that is (1)
unnecessary and inadvisable; (2) stimulating to malicious rumor and distrust,
and (3) & step that can easily lead to abuse endangering a fundamental
guarantee of our Bill of Righta,n

4 few newspapers defended the secrecy as necessary to safeguard the President.
A larger mmber approved of the trip itself, reasoning that it would have

baneficial affects on morale,

Editorial ire was aggravated by the President's animadversions on the press
when he retwrned. FHis dilution of the "tough® -uw-ﬂ-mnlm.yw
Administration spokessen increased the irritation, A mumber of commenta
argued that Mr, Hoosevelt could blame no one but himself if Washington lags
behind the people of the United States in ite thinking about the war,

ECONONIC PROBLEWS

Hewspapers in all parts of the comntry eopressed strong dissatisfaction with
the compromise anti-inflation measurs which finally emerged from Congress.
They viewed it as a partial victory for the farm bloc and feared it would not

effectively check inflation,

The discontent was markedly relieved, however, by the swift action which
Fresident Roosevelt took to implement the leglslative affert. The scope and




vigor of the anti-inflation somtrols which he put into cperation greatly
reassured the critice.

There was almcst universal praise, in addition, for the selsction of Supreme
Court Justice Hyrnes as Director of the economic program. Wost comments on
the appointment reasoned that he posseased the tact, patience, fairness and
knowledge of Govermment procedure requisite for the job. Considerable
satisfaction was oxpressed, besides, over tha Prasident's delsgation to Mr,
Byrnes of broad powers for the execution of his functions,

With action on the inflation front satisfactorily under way, the manpower pro-
blem is now emarging as the dominant soncern of editorial analysts, Thers is a
majority feeling that Oovernment policy, or rather an absance of Government
policy, is responsible for national confusion in this field; it is widaly be-
lieved that the conflict betwesn the Army and the war industries has stymied
decisive action in regard to manpowsr. An over-all manpower draft action
appears to be generally favored. A :

The shortage of lebor on the farms of the nation is ﬂnplrhiwhrlnp:mtuf
the manpower problem wilch excited most attention during the past wesk. Dis-
cussion of this subject ia camonly based on an assumption that a farm labor
shortage now actuslly exists, Mamy commentators blame the Administration for
this assumed condition onm the grounds that it has "pampared" labor to a point
whara high wages inevitably lure workers from rural areas to industrial centers.

PROGRESS OF THE WAR

Interpretation of the events on the fighting fronts was tinged wnsh an opti=

mism which the commentators only partially conmcealed behind admonitions to
.




the public against overconfidence, American action in the Aleutians was
hailed enthusiastically as the begimning of a full-fledged drive which would
oust the Japanese invaders, Air successes in the Solamons and the continued
land drive in New Ouinea evoked a flurry of optimistic comment. Most observers
took these events as indications that our strength has grown to such an ax-
tent that we are now able to take the offensive at both ends of the Pacific.
The Atlanta Constitution, for example, said: "We have started to come back.

" That is the one sign to which we can pin our faith in the future victory,®

Hitler's speech, followed by that of CGoebbel's, stimulated considerable dis-
cussion about Nazi power. The prevailing view was that the Hitler pronounce-
ment showed unmistakable signs of strain and placed Germany definitely on the
defensive, But this interpretation was generally accompanied by a warning
against under-rating the enemy's strength,

(ne development of the week, 5talin's letter to a correspondemt of the
Associated Press, served as a sobering influence to news interpreters. They
are distinctly uneasy about relations between the Soviet Union and the western
members of the United Nations. The New York Times refers to the Stalin
statement as & demand for "payment on a promissory note" and contends some-
what impatiently that "nothing he can say can prod his allies more than they
are prodded by their omn vital interest to strike."

There are indications that prodding from such a source will not sit well with

commentators here, A number of them have already expressed anncyance over
sspousal of second front action by domestic Communists. Some now go so far
as tnlmp'mg-ﬂurcmmiitlmdllluuurpmpmudmhlm.
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‘The Pittsburgh Sun Telegram, for example, remarked that "Mr, Browder and Mr,
Willkie have added nothing to the second front discussion but dissension and
confusion,” The Detrolt News quipped: "More spectacular even than the leap
from log cabin to Wnite House is Brother Willkie's — from Commorwealth and

Southern to the Kremlin in four years.® ¢

Great respect for the Rusalsn stand at Stalingrad, and equally great im-
patience with current democratic aid to the Soviet Unlon, continue to find
expression in the presa. The overwhelning view about a second fromt is
that the guestion at issus is not ita desirability, but its feasibdlity,

POPULAR REACTIONS

SPIRIT

There are abundant indications inm public opinion to sup-
port Prasident Roosevelt's recent observation that the
people of the United States are well ahead of the Government in thelr think-
ing about the war, Americans show virtually no tendency to grouch at the
hardships which the war has imposed upon them. On the contrary, an over—
wholning majority of them would like to make greatsr contributions to the
national effort than they have had an opportunity to make thua far.

Such complaints as have come from the people concerning econmmic restrictions
have been confined almost entirely to the manner in which theses restrictions
have beean imposed. Sometimes the necessity, the equity or the efficacy of
economic measures have been questionsd, But only rarely have there been com-
plaints that the Coverrment has asked too much of its citizens,




Interviewing of a national sample conducted in late August and early
September indicates that people all over the country feel that the Govern-
ment has not made adequate demands upon them, Only a tiny minority of two
per cent said that they had been muirndtu.nu up too much. The pre-
vailing spirit among the American people is Ftt-auhd by a majority ef 70 per
cent, who asserted that not enough sacrifice has yet been asked of them.

There is, moreover, a general feeling that hardships have, in the main, been
distributed equitably. MNost people think that they have made sacrifices
about equal to those of their neighbors. But it is noteworthy that nearly a
quarter of the whole public feel, not that they have had to sacrifice more
than their fellow-Americans, but that they have had to sacrifice less. The
questions offered to the national sample and the division of responses are

shomn in the chart below:

DO YOU THINK THE PEOPLE IN THIS COMMUNITY HAVE BEEN ASKED
TO MAKE TOO MANY SACRIFICES OR NOT ENOUGH?

W
e
T

SO FAR IN THE WAR, DO YOU FEEL THAT YOU PERSONALLY HAVE HAD TO MAKE MORE
SACRIFICES OR LESS SACRIFICES THAN OTHER PEOPLE IN THIS COMMUNITY?

""""’””' A
sieleleleleleletelelele]




Further evidence of the popular eagerness for full participation in the
war effort is evidenced by the answers to another question asked of the
same national cross section: "As the war goes on, will you be willing

to make more sacrifices, even though other people are not making as many
as you?" The responses, no doubt, were motivated, in part, by a desire to
appear patriotic. It seems significant, nevertheless, that 9L per cent of
the American people expressed a willingness to accept even greater burdens

than thelr fellow-citizens.

FRIDE

Americans, naturally enough, have a high regard for the importance of their
country in the United Nations war effort. They are inclined to feel that
their armed forces are superior to those of any uthal; nation. And mamy of
them think that the Amerlcan industrial machine is the prime source of
allied strength. Such sentiments undoubtedly reflect patrioctism and a
healthy naticnal pride, but they seem to be tinged to some extent with
chauvinism and may indicate a failure to appreciate the contributions which
other members of the United Nations are making to the common cause., In.
addition, they supgest rather more patriotism than realism.

In September, the Pureau of Intelligence posed to a national sample several
questions about the merits of America's fighting forces as compared with
those of other countrles. The gquestions and the distribution of answers

are shom in the chart on the following page.

The only one of these questions in respect to which a majority failed to
give first place to the United States was about the Army. A plurality
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acknowledged that the atrongest Army among the countries mentioned belongs
to Germany. But this recognition of Cermany's military might is somewhat
offset by the prevailing belief that America has smarter generals, better

equipment and superior fighting spirit.

QUALITY OF AMERICAN FIGHTING FORCES COMPARED WITH
OTHER COUNTRIES

Khich aof .
these countrins RUS%Ia Beat

would you say
hag...

the strongest
navy
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When this question is broached in somewhat different terms, the tendency
to rate America's military strength as unchallengeable becomes even more
apparent. In August, the Bureau of Intelligence asked, "From what you

know or have heard, would you say the all-around fighting ability of the




American armed forces is better, about the same or poorer than Cermany's
(Fussia's)?" Only 15 per cent admitted that the Cermans' fighting ability
is grutart.hmthnto!wwnm,mihnummnupcr cent made
a like acimowledgment respecting the Red army. Fifty-seven per cent said
that our all-around fighting ability is greater than that of the Germans;
65 per cent asserted that it is greater than the Russians'.

The concept of America as the arsenal of democracy appears to have taken a
very firm hold upon the imaginations of the American people, Half of them
feel that this country is the major source of supplies flur the Undited Nations.
Eighteen per cent believe that wirtually all of the allied war materiel is
made n the U, 5. A. Such estimates of America's share in the production job
of the allied war effort may reflect an ignorance of the great productive
efforts which are being made by other members of the United Nations. The
chart below shows the division of opinions expressed by the national sample
interviewed in August.

FROM WHAT YOU HAVE HEARD, WOULD YOU SAY THE UNITED STATES
IS PRODUCING LESS THAN HALF OR MORE THAN HALF OF THE WAR
MATERIAL USED BY THE ALLIES?

Less than
half

ardl i
] r‘mﬁ.p ﬁl@-"‘ n
o] +its L
% R

Ei% 19%

12%

(If more than half) Would ydu say the United States is producing
practically all of 1t?




VIEWS ABOUT THE ARNY

The identification of the average American with the United States Army has
been growing at a rapid pace. There are now 63 per cent of the peopl' in
America who have members of their immediate families or relatives in th
armed forces. And 75 per cent of the public say that they have close friends
in some branch of the service.

Although most of the American public believe that the Army chooses its
officers on a merit basis, there remains a considerable minority — nearly a
quarter of the whole population -- which believes that Army commissions can
be cbtained by "inside influence."” The national sample interviewed by the
Bureau in September was asked, "Do you think a person has to have pull or
influence to become an officer in the American Army?" The answers were as

followa

Yes 23%

No T0

Don't know e

There is also a minority which feels dissatisfied about the training
given to American troops. The same sample was asked, "Do you think the
American soldiers are getting enough training before they go into battle?n

Opinion was divided as shown below.
r

Yes 67%
No 18

Don't know 15

There is an overwhelming bellef, however, that the Government is pursuing the
proper policy in sending our troops abroad. The question asked was, "As



things are now, do you think we are doing the right thing in sending our men
overseas to fight?" The following results were obtained:

Yes B87%

No 8

Don't know 5
Yost Americans are also satisfied that the rank and file spirit in t.hs United
States Army'is thoroughly healthy. The sample interviewed in September was
asked, "Have you heard of any cases of discontent among soldiers in the camps
here in the United States?" Four-fifths answered negatively, while one-fifth
gave an affirmative response. The one-fifth who had heard of discontent
among enlisted men were asked, "Do you think thls discontent is serious enmough
to hurt the fighting spirit of our Army as a whole, or do you think it doesn't
amount to much?" Only three per cent thought it was serious enough to hurt;
15 per cent said that it didn't amount to much and two per cent said that
they didn't kmow.

ALEUTIANS

Desplite considerable clamor in the press over Japanese occupation of American
territory in the Aleutian Islands, a surprisingly large proportion of the
people interviewed by the Bureau of Intelligence in September did not know
that the Japanese had established bases on these cutposts west of Alaska,

It is poasible that some of those interviewed misunderstood the question

and answered negatively on the assumption that it referred only to those
Aleutian Islands close to the Alaskan mainland — rather than to the western-

most tip of the Aleutian chain,



Among those who were aware nfl the Japanese occupation, there was a prevail-
ing belief that the invaders could not easily be ocusted. When questioned
in September shortly before the recent announcement of the joint Army-Navy
drive to destroy the enemy's establishments at attu, igattu and Kiska, the
sample divided about three to two over the quustim; of whether eviction of
the Japanese would be a hard or an easy job. The chart below shows the
degree of public ignorance about conditions in the aleutians and the divi=-
elons of opinion as to the difficulty involved in recapturing these island

bases.

FROM WHAT YOU HAVE HEARD OR READ, HAVE THE JAPANESE SUCCEED-
ED IN OCCUPYING ANY OF THE ALEUTIAN |SLANDS — THAT IS, OUR
ISLANDS NEAR ALASKA?

they have

- s
. L S M Y
e W R :‘:‘:’:’:‘:‘:‘:‘t"fo‘-‘q‘f
Falaiatatatiaatitatatatatatataieliieiaiaianaininiiininititelalatatalitatoleletiieg B e e L RN

57% 233 20%
(1T "Yes") Do you think we can drive them out fairly easily, or that it
will be a pretty hard job to get them out of there?

Don' t
Hard Job know

SALARY LIMITATIONS

The President's imposition this week of a $25,000 ceiling on individual
salaries has the support of an overwhelming popular belief that wages and
salaries should be limited for the duration of the war. In August, the

Bureau of Intelligence asked a national sample the gquestion, "Do you think

there should be any limit on how high wages and salaries should go during
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the war?" More than four-fifths answered affirmatively.

This does not mean, however, that the public favors the rigld freesing of

individual earnings at their current levels. The following chart shows that,
while there is extremely strong sentiment for the imposition of a celling at
some unspecified point, a full half of the public feels that adjustments are

nNecessary.

DO YOU THINK THERE SHOULD BE ANY LIMIT ON HOW HIGH WAGES
AND SALARIES SHOULD GO DURING THE WAR?

e HE ; |

t1f "Yes"} Do you think all wages and salaries should be kept where they
are or do you think some should be allowed to go highery

Kept where

thay are

The proposal twice advanced by the President that individual income from all
sources be restricted to $25,000 has been largely ignored by daily news-
papers. Editorial commentators, in general, have tended to treat it as g
political gesture too fantastic to merit serious consideration. The labor
press, however, has taken the proposition very seriously indeed, regarding
it as an important, integral part of the seven-point anti-inflation program.
To labor commentators, the $25,000 ceiling constitutes a symbol of the
Government's willingness to require sacrifices from wage payers, as well as

from mage earners.
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DEVELOPING SITUATIONS
THE WAR AND FANILY LIFE

Wartime conditions have an inevitable impact upon the
everyday life of the American family. Case histories

furnished the Bureau of Intelligence by social workers, psychiatrists and
ministers show that the mobilization of millions of men into the armed

forces and the transformation of the nation's economy to a war basis tend
to disrupt the normal patterns of family asscciation. :

Higration 1s one of the most powerful forces at work. Many families have
followed service men to camp areas or moved to new localities to accept
war work. These uprooted families face the task of establishing ties and
a new pattern of life under extremely difficult conditions. O0ld residents
of their new commmnities often regard them with suspicion or active hos-
tility. As brought out in previous Intelligence Reports, housing condi-
tions in ma.t war centers are deplorable,

Uigrating families represent only a fraction of those whose lives have been
transformed by the war. Many families have been disrupted by the absence
of service men from their homes or the employment of women. The absence of
the head of the family means the loss of an important integrative influsnce.
As one Negro recently interviewed by the Bureau of Intelligence put its
'Thoukidamnotthtmﬂthwtthﬁold-nnmmdinmtcurhw
good a mother they may have."

Working women may not be able to give their children, their husbands or
their homes as much attention as they would like. Because of the operation

-l -



of the shift system, the members of the family who work may not even be home

&t the same time, so that all usual living arrangements become disorganized.

Marital ties may be weakened by separation or the psychological repercussions
of the wife's financial independence. '

Family disorganization, and the tensions and anxietles generated by war,
have led to an Increase in Juvenile delinquency and a relaxation of moral
standards. Families living near Army or Navy stations in particular have
to reckon with the attraction men in wniform have for their adolescent
daughters and for young women in general.

Econcmic conditions may contribute to personal demoralization. Many people
are making more money than they are accustomed to, and there 1sngrwhg
shortage of goods for which their money may be spent. The "tomorrow-we-may-
die" spirit bred by war tempts some of them to squander their surplus dollars
on drinking, gambling and other personal indulgences. In some cases the fear
of inflation provides a justification for careless spending. Many young
people with large uming:'a.r? bruking away from parental control.

Economic conditions and fears sometimes operate in the opposite direction.

The low pay of service men often poses serious problems for their families.
The decreased buying power of those workers whose pay has not increased as
rapldly as prices usually leads to scrimping and a sacrifice of many prized
satisfactions. War prosperity is a mockery in certain areas where priorit.iaar
have forced the shutdown of numerous civilian consumption industries. The
widespread fear that the war will be followed by a deep depression everywhere
impairs morale.
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By no means all of the effects of war are deleterious to family relation-
ships. If increased earnings and the employment of women have created
problems in some cases, they have eased matters in others by bringing

family incomes to a more satisfactory level. In many instances, formerly
undisciplined youths have been sobered down and given a new sense of responsi-
bility as a result of being in the armed services. Inll.?:qr—punmlar!.n
most —— cases, the prospect of war service strengthens Iuﬂ: ties and gives
new value to accustomed relationships. Many families have been absorbed

more fully into community life as a result of their participation in eivilian

defense activities.

The process of orientation to changed conditions and novel surroundings can
be eased in some measure by governmental assistance, particularly at the
community level. Communities must accept responsibility for integrating
newcomers into thelr war activities Iuv:l their secial and cultural life;
this integration is, indeed, of itself an essential war activity. Federal
information efforts can usefully be directed toward promoting awaresness of
the need for simplicity and self-discipline in living habits and toward
relieving unjustified anxieties about the future.

(These findings summarize Report #29 of the

Special Services Division, "Impact of the War on

the American Family," available to authorismed in-
dividuals upen request to the Bureau of Intelligence)

CONGRESS
Public aspersions upon Congress, as well as sharp editorial criticism, have
been rather prevalent in recent months. In addition, there have been signs

= 1 -



of strain between the Executive and Legislative branches of the Government.
Some elements in and out of Congress have shown serious concern about it.
Several recent statements indicate the development of the situation, and
imply real efforts to mest it.

The apeech of Senator prentiss Brown of Michigan in the Senate on September
2l opened with the warning,

"...in my judgment the Congress of the United States
and the Fresident are headed toward a bitter conflict.v

The thesis of his speech was indicated in the statement:

"...I have felt that it was =y duty and the duty of all
of us who have had anything to do with the pending legis-
lation to exert to the utmost our efforts to avoid the

impending erisis.”

Senator Tem Connally spoke on the same lssue in ancther connection on
Oetober 1, when he warned the Senate against speeches on our relations with
Vichy, or other toples legitimately within executive responsibilityy

"...T hope that Senators and lembers of the other House
will be content to allew the President and the Secretary

z State, who haye vastly more inforsation and more knowledge
and more intimate contact than Kembers of the Congress
can possibly have, to deal with this situation unhampered
and wntied by congressisnal or senatorial efforts to mold
or shape their cpinions or to dirsct their course.",...

S0, Mr. President, realiszing that this is a field into
which Congress cannot safely enter, in which the Senate
cannot with any degrea of wisdem or authority intervene,
I trust that Senators and Members of the other House will
be content to trust the President of the United States;
who has dally information of the most intimate character
with relation to all aspects of this matter. imidst his
other burdens, amidst the other pressing loads which
bear him down, I hope that Senators and Representatives
will not add to his burdens, and will neot add to his
vaxations, and will not increass the harassmsnt undar
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which he suffers, by pressing here in the Senats or

in the House of Representatives these delicate, or

these dangerous, if I may use the term, references to

foreign relations and to foreign nations.®
Hoatility betwsen the President and Congress, accompanied by popular
impatiance with or distrust of legislative action, can have serious conse-
quences for repressntative government. Anti-parliamentarisa has been one
of the familiar sy=ptoms of desocratic decay in other countriss. Signs of

its development in the United States call for careful scrutiny and preven-

" tive amctien.

RUBBER AND NATIONWIDE GASOL IKE RATIONING

Lespite the good reception accorded the Baruch report, a formidable
informational jJob looms ahesd to perauade imericans of tha necessity for
nationwide gas rationing. Surveys conducted by the Bureau of Intelligence
show that the number of people who see the need for such & measure increased
sharply between mid-July and mid-Septesber. MNeverthelesss, as of the latter
date, mthanh:llfnf the people in areas which do not now have gasoline
rationing were unwilling to admit that natiomwide ratiening is necessary.
Even in areas which now have rationing, a substantial li;bwit.r did not
recognize the need for extending the orogram to the rest of the country.

To a considerable extent these attitudes are a heritage of the confusion

with which the facta about rubber have been presented to the American

public prior to the time of the Baruch report. In part becauss so many
agencies were dealing with the rubber proble=m; even the statemsnta of
Government offisials were often fragmentary and contradictory. Hepresentatives
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of the rubber amd petroleum industries lssusd statements which were at
variance with those of Government spokesmen and one another. Confusion
was confounded by the frequent misinterpretations of these statements in
the press and the publicity given the pronouncemsnts of an assorted group
of erackpots, each with his own panaces for the rubber crisis.

The Jaruch report undertook te terminate the confusion and controvarsy about
the rubber situation, and was accepted with relisf. It received widespread
publicity in various media and editorial approval even from many newspapers
which had opposed nationwide gas raticning. It gave those pecple it reached a
clearer realization of the seriousness of the rubber shortage. Following its
issuance, people generally expressed a willingness to restrict thedir milsage
and their driving speed. At least in part as a result of the report, in
nid-September there was a greater awarensss than there had been iwo months
earlier that gas rationing wus the best way to save tires and that a nation-

wide rationing progran was imperative.

The fact that, in September, many people were still umilling to agcept
rationing as a means of conserving the nation's meagre rubbep supply
emphasizes the need for wider dissemination of the findings of the Baruch
Committee, To combat the reluctance of people to make sacrifices they

do not recognise as necessary, continued emphasis has t.cr’h-u put on the
facts of America's rubber situation, and special |ffnr:-: must be made to
overcome the resistance to rationing in areas where pasoline ia plentiful,
If such an informational program is not undertaken, compliance with ﬂ;l
rationing program may be half-hearted, and a black market in gasoline, com-
parable to the bootlep traffic in liquor during the prohibitien era, may
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become a danperous possibility.

(These findings summarize a Special Intelligence

Report, "Rubber and Natiomwide Gasoline Rationing,”
issued October 5, and available to authorized indi-
viduals upon request to the Bureau of Intelligence.)

RUNORS _IN WARTINE

Rumors develep out of situations in which information is inadequate to
satlsfy public interest. Feople tend to invent and circulate explanations
which reflect their individual emotional biases.

Rumors may be classified, therefore, on the basis of their psychological
motivation: Hostility rumors are those which glve expression to prejudices
and animosities. Anxiety rumors are those which reflect underlying uneasi-
ness and fear. Escape rumors are those which tend to deny reality and
minimize preblenms on a wishful basis,

In a nation at war, the conditiecns which promote rumor are intensified.
The focus of public interest is sharper and more homogensous, while censor—
ship clogs the formal channels of information. Wartime dislocations foster

frustrations and fears.

Rumors have a contagious influence, spreading the emotional weaknesses they
reflect. Hostility rumors act to disrupt national unity, widening cleavages
between elements of the population, Andiety rumers promote defeatism and

dismay. Escape rumors encourage complacency.

For this reason, enemy propaganda glves impetus, if not inspiration, to
rumor-mongering. Many current rumors are paralleled by axis radio broadcasts,
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The danger of rumors lies, not, ur popularly believed, in the information
which they may give to the enemy, but in the misinformation they disseminate
among the American people. drricm denials provide an inadequate means of
combatting them. Such underlying psychological factors as tension and pre-
Judice cannot be removed through direct negation. .Puuitivc information, de-
signed to overcome the tension and prejudice, affords a more effective means

of minimizing rumor.

(These findings summarize a Special Intelligence
Report, "Rumors in Wartime," issued September 30,
and available to authorized individuals upon
request to the Bureau of Intelligence.)

ENEMY PROPAGANDA
SHIFT

The announced shift in German military operations fram

the offensive to the defensive is being accompanied by
sharp changes in Germany's propaganda approach to her own people, as well

as to neutral countries.

Nazi Home Front Propaganda

Nazi leaders have taken a number of significant steps designed to distract
the attention of the German pecple from the fact that the war has not been
won this year as promised, and to keep them from being discouraged by the
prospective shift to a strategy of consolidation and defense.

First: The Germans have been given bribes and have been promised more for
the future. Bread and meat rations have been increased. Additional
Christmas rations have been promised. Soldiers on furlough are to be
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given food packages to be taken to their relatives. The Germans have been
promised that they will be the first in Europe to eat, and the last to starve.

Second: The Germans have been given a version of the military situation
calculated to support their expectations of victory. Russia is represented
as cut off from the greatest portion of its population, its industrial plant,
and its raw materials, all of which are now available to Germany. Russian
resistance, it 1s promised, will become less and less effective. The United
States 1s portrayed as an impotent foe, despite its economic strength, becauss :
it lacks experlence in armament manufacture and because its soldiers have
little taste for war., The first attempt at a second front is said to have
failed, and Germans are assured that future attempts will meet a similar
fate. Europe is invulnerabls. BEritish air raids are dismissed as not
affecting the German military potential.

Third: A special effort is being made to prevent Germans from drawing
parallels to 1918. The Germany of 1942, it is insisted, is utterly different
from the Germany of 1918, because of the accomplishments of National
Socialism. The Nazis maintain that it is England which is being blockaded
this time, not Germany. Shortages in Germany are attributed, not to the
blockade, but to poor harvests or transportation difficulties. Fears that
Oermany may be the inevitable loser in a war of attrition, as she was in
1918, are counteracted by the new slogan, "Time works for Germany." The
slogan 1s supported by statements stressing the tremendous raw material re-
sources, manpower and industrial plant which Oermany controls in Europe.

Fourth: Two threats are used to discourage defeatism and disloyalty:
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(1) the alleped official threat of the United Nations to exterminate Germany,
and (2) the threat, stressed by Hitler, that the Nagis will deal ruthlessly
with "saboteurs of the German community."

The Nazis to Oonquered and Neutral Burope
Germany 1s alsoc stepping up her efforts to persuade the conguered and neutral
countries of Furcpe that she is invulnerable, despite her shift to a strategy
of defense, One of the main goals of Nasl policy is to consolidate and
convert the whole of Europe into a German arsenal, Propaganda is used to

supplement diplomatic pressure,

Threats are freely employed. The Germans threaten to employ force if they
encounter resistance or disloyalty, to withhold food if countries fail to
collaborate. Goebbels proclaims that in the future wvictorious "New Europe®
the "neutrals will need Europe more than Europe needs them,"

A recent Coebbels article in Das Relch attempts to bolster this pistolpoint
propaganda with a more palatable type of appeal. The "New Europe," says
Goebbels, 1s an inevitable historical development, which is threatened by
England, Russia and the United States. All parts of Europe have common
material, political and spiritual interests, he argues, and should jein in
the defense of the continent. The goverrments in exile and "misguided"
leaders in neutral countries are portrayed as representatives of a replaced
social class which does not understand the "New Eurcpe" and is a tool of

Europe's enemies,

A logical final component of Cermany's shift to the defensive would be an
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attempt to convince the United lilt-itl.'ll of the desirability of a negotiated
peace. The foundatlon for such a campaign has already been laid. But the
military situation does not seem to permit Hitler to proceed with a full-.
fledged peace offensive at this time. Russian resistance at Stalingrad may
be delaying a propaganda attack, as well as further military operations. °
Hitler cannot now say with any hope of being believed that Russia is sub-
stantially defeated; that the whole weight of a Wehrmacht is available to
defend the continent against invasion; or that Germany is now a satisfied,
"have" power, and ttEnt therefore the only sound policy is to negotiate a
peace with her.

Radie Debunk, and, occasionally, official Cerman commentators take this
line, but these propaganda channcls do not commit Nazi leaders to any
particular position. Much as they would like to, these leaders probably
dare not bid explicity for peace, because of the fear that their offer would
accomplish nothing and;ould be interpreted throughout the world as a sign
of weakness. Should Stalingrad fall, however, paﬁ-ﬂaagnd peace offerings
may be anticipated. There is need for domestic preparedness against tham.
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offered for the consideration of appropriote authorities.

The Bureou of Intelligence of the Office of War
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ATTENTION FOCUS

Only the Navy's announcement that three United States

cruisers were lost in the Aupust attack on the Solomon

Islands and fresh Nazi attacks in the Caucasus checked
the week's flow of optimistic news from the fighting fronts., Press and
radio kept public attention riveted on the successful defense of Stalingrad.
American military action in New Guinea, the Aleutians, the Solomons, and

the raid on Lille by Flying Fortresses, were all reported prominently and

encouragingly.

The Fresident's speech of llonday evening was the big domestic news of the
week, Most reports emphasized its cnlill for the drafting of 18- and 19-year
olds, It is estimated that the speech was heard by 58,9 per cent of all
radic hemes in the United States, comprising seme 45,485,000 adult indi-
viduals —- an audience larper by approximately eight and one-guarter
million than that which listened to his Labor Day address on inflation,

Congressional tax action and the scrap metal drive were also major home

topies,

Sumner Welles' charges against Argentina and Chile and the postponement

of President Rios' visit to this country were treated dramatically, though

not as of first rate importance,

Wendell Willkie's Far sastern visit received only secondary headlines.




EDITORIAL ATTITUDES

THE PRESIDENT'S SPEE
To most editorial commentators, the President's fireside

talk of Monday evening reflected strong leadership and a
buoyantly hopeful attitude toward the progress of the war, Their discussion
of it reflected a clearer sense of direction than they have exhibited at any

time in recent weeks.

There was very little specific criticism of the address. Commentators
applauded Vr, Roosevelt's penerous commendation of Congress. A few objected
to his verbal spanking of "typewriter strategists,” but avoided inflating

this into an issue,

The speech was discussed, for the most part, in terms of its delineation

. of the manpower problem. There was gar;aral satisfaction over the Pr-uaidﬂnt's
proposal to solve this problem by wvoluntary methods if possible. The New
York Times, in a representative comment, said: "He is certain, and with
good reason, that the country will accept a compulsory draft of manpower,
if that is the best way or the only way to solve the problem; but his pre-
ference is wisely for a thorough trial of the voluntary method before that

stape is reached."

On every hand, there was praise for the President's decision to bring 18-
and 19-year old men into the armed forces. Even the New York Daily News
remarked in this connection: "The question is not whether the younger men
have finished their schooling, or whether their mothers do or don't want

'athum to go to war, The question is what age group yields the best fighting
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material; and the answer is as stated by Mr. Hoosevelt,"

ECONOMIC CONTROLS
Editorial comment about fiscal problems centered around opposition to the

Treasury's proposed methods of collecting higher taxes, disappointment over
the amount of revenue to be provided by the Senate Finance Committee's bill,
dissatisfaction with specific levies, such as the "victory tax," and apglita-

tion for a sales tax as the panacea of all tax troubles.

Attacks on the Treasury, in large part, took the form of protests apainst
the announcement that a new tax bill to raise additional billions will scon
be offered. "It is not so much the extra burden proposed by the Treasury
as the prolongation of uncertainty that is regretted,” said the Philadelphia

Bulletin in an editorial typical of press reaction.

Criticism of the Senate Finance Committee — much milder than that directed
at the Treasury — was based chiefly on the argument that its bill will not
raise enough revenue to prevent inflation. The Hartford Courant, for
example, observed: "Nine billions taken out of the pockets of the people

is not enough to close the pap between goods available and money on hand,"

There was little corment and even less enthusiasm respecting the "victory
tax." The fuml plan received some support, but not in any considerable
volume, In general, newspapers want a sales tax or some other form of

taxation which will impose heavier burdens on the lower income groups.

Corment on the initial acts taken by Mr. Byrnes as Economic Coordinator was

generally sympathetic., The one aspect of the President's directives in
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respect to inflation control about which commentators were somewhat criti-

cal was the matter of wage stabilization.

®

The new Rubber Administrator, William Jeffers, evoked a round of editorial
anplause by his first appearance before a congressional committee. His
"tough talk" in insisting that he would not be influenced by pressure

groups was taken by most of the press as a good omen for the future, The
appointment to responsible posts of such men as Jefferas, Wilson, Byrnes

and Eberstadt has produced a mild wave of editorial comment that the Govern-

ment is now buckling down to firm administration of its economic program.

PROGRESS OF THE WAR
continued Russian resistance at Stalingrad has awakened a restrained jubi-

lance among the news analysts., They warned readers that German strength
must not be underrated and that the campaign in the Caucasus is =till
menacing. The Berlin amnouncement that German tactics at S5Stalingrad had

been changed was generally viewed with skepticism,

4 mumber of commentators, however, supgested that the successful defense

of Russia's key industrial city may mark a genuine turning point in the

war. The Hartford Courant, for example, thought it likely that the "Russlan
defenders of Stalingrad may have put Hitler on the road to his Waterloo."
The Daily Oklahoman declared: "It is altogether possible that this global

war may be decided by Russian scldiers...."

Hopefulness about the war against Japan was somewhat modified by the Navy's

disclosure that cccupation of the Solomons had been Iccmpli:ahnd only at
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the cost of three United States cruisers.’ For the most part, the Navy's
explanation of its delay in making this announcement was somewhat grudgingly
accepted as valid, The original reports, cbserved the Washington Star,

were "intended to mislead the enemy concerning the extent of the damage he
had done. If, incidentally, the American people also were misled, it must
be assumed that the necessity of protecting the men remaining in the

Solomons area was sufficient justification.”

Cummentators pointed to the loss of the three warships as further evidence
of the strength and resourcefulness of the Japanese. Thers is growing
uneasiness, moreover, concerning the continued Japanese landings in the
Solomons, The Dallas News remarked, for example, that "Our forces there
are not large and it is possible that they might be dislodged by a much
larger enemy attack force." On the whole, editorial commentators have
been giving the public a fairly sober and realistic view of developments

in the Pacific secter,

L)

DEVELOPING SITUATIONS

POST-WAR PLANNING

Recent statements by President Rocsevelt and by other
Government leaders have encouraged the American people
to look forward to an improved social and econamic organization of the
world when the war is ended. MNevertheless, public thinking about post=
war problems is wholly uncrystallized. Interviewing conducted by the

Bureau of Intelligence has shown that only a very small minority of Amer-
icans has any clear or concrete hopes about the nature of the post-war

-



world, b

Little has bl-m done by media of information to promote thinking about
post-war problems. A study of editorial comments in a natiomwide sample
of 125 newspapers during the months of August and September reveals a

high degree of apathy concerning war aims and post-war plamning. An over-
whelming majority of these newspapers has refrained from endorsing any
defini te pattern of future intarmt..iml collaboration.

Some newspapers and editorial commentators, it 1u- true, have urged that the
Govermment undertake planning for the post-war world, But they have done
little to explain its importance and have confined themselves largely to
vague endorsements of the Atlantic Charter and the primiple_l of the Four
Freedoms. They argue that we must cooperate in the future with the rest

of the world, but attempt no definition of the form which such cooperation

ought to take,

Those who advocate preparation for post-war conditions are almost counter
balanced by a group of newspapers and commentators which argues that any
consideration of the future is likely to detract from the war effort, must
necessarily be visionary and impractical and may endanger the system of
private enterprise. Prominent among these opponents of post-war planning
are the Hearst and McCormick-Patterson newspapers, together with such
columnists as Benjamin DeCasseres and Westbrook Pegler,

The need for current consideration of post-war problems has been strongly
emphasized of late by authoritative Government spokesmen. In his broad-
cast of Uctober 12, the President said: "It is useless to win a war unless
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it stays won,...We are unifed in seeking the kind of victory that will
puarantee that our grandchildren can grow and, under Cod, may live their
lives free from the constant threat of invasion, destruction, slavery and

violent death,”

Speaking in Boston on October 8, Under Secretary of State Stm;mr Helles
d;cll.ﬂds fine hears it said that no thought should be given to the pro-
blems of the peace, nor to the problems of the transitional period between
war and established peace, untll after the war has been won. The al.l-
lowness of such thinking, whether sincere or sinister, is apparent..."

Earlier, Secretary Hull gave the clearest impetus to post-war planning.
He said in his address of July 23: "Without impediment to the fullest
prosecution of the war — indeed, for its most effective prosecution —
the United Nations should from time to time, as they did in adopting the
Atlantic Charter, formulate and proclaim their common views regarding
fundamental policies which will ghart for mankind a wise course based on
enduring spiritual valués,” ' ' .

But others in the Administration and in Congress have decried present
consideration of future problems. Representative Clare Hoffman of Michigan,
for example, asked just recently, "Why not wait until the war has been won
before dividing the earth's surface and pecple among the victors and de-
termining the form of government which shall be given to all®"®

In a speech at Cleveland on October 6, Senator Harold H. Burton stated:
"ife must not as a nation ltt-pt to discuss the details of post-war condi-
tions because we cannot know the detailed premises on which to plan them,
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We must not as a nation spend our precious fighting time on preparing de-
tailed terma of peace before we have won that peace,”

In testifying before the Senate Agricultural Cosmittee on October 12, the
flubber Administrator, Willlam M. Jeffers, gave some encouragement, pro- X
bably unintenticnally, to the opponents of post-war plaming. When Sena~
tor Bankhead of Alabama expressed fear that rayon producing plants might *
control the tire manufacturing business after the war, Mr, Jeffers said;
"Our job now is to win the war. Let's quit talking about what's go'ag to
happen after the war,"

Such concrete proposals as have been advanced for the post-war peried
have been largely in the sterile frasework of autarchy and armament.
Secretary of the Navy En-:n:,_. for example, told the American Legion com-
vention that "adequate preparedness for war is the best possible guarantee
againat war® and advised them to "see to it that our nation never again

is left without weapons in a world where he who would be free must be

strong."

The indifference of press and public to post-war problems must be attri-
buted, at least in large measure, to a failure on the part of governmental
information policy to present clear-cut concepts of the post-war world,
Perhaps clear-cut concepts can evolve only from the sort of specific action
suggested by Secretary Hull, China's Minister of Foreign Affairs, T. V.
Soong, made this point recently in urging that an executive council of the
United Nations be established now as a means of evolving "a workable world
order, an international instrument [ully capable of dispensing justice and




enforeing law and order among nations during, as well as after, the war,v
The structure of the future can scarcely fail to be influenced by the

foundations laid in the present,

In his address to thé Foreign Poliey Association on October 3, Elmer Davis
saids "We in the information field are charged with a task which, if
rightly done, may make easier a more extensive and more intensive military
and diplomatie cellaboration, for we believe that the more that is known
about the compelling reasons for continued cooperation of the United
Nations, the more surely that cooperation will be perfected and maintained,®
Hut little has yet been done to clarify and publicize either the "com-
pelling reasons" or the nature of practical measures toward cooperation,
such as Lend-Lease agreements, which have already been undertaken,

Az things stand now, Americans have no positive specific goals to fight
for. MNor have the United Nations any concrete, realistic program to
which the neutrals and the conquered can be rallied, They fight as pecple
who prefer to win rather than lose a war — not as people inspired by a
hope and a faith in the future,

Fﬂﬁf | GN-BORK GROUPS IN MANHATTAN
Almost three million panplnbminﬁlrllqruﬂltllymliﬁngin the
United States. One million of these have been in the legal status of

"enemy aliens" but all, in scme way or other, feel the special effects

of having been born in one of these countries with which we are now wap-
iﬁg war, Among them are some 90,000 refugees, most of them anti-Fascists,
but sharing with German and Italian aliens the restrictions imposed by
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the United States on "enemy aliens," due to their having been born in one
of these countries,

The Italian-Born

A study recently conducted by the Sureau of Intelligence among fmip—
born groups in New York City supports the thesis of Attorney General
Biddle that most Italian-Americans l;e loyal. Even among those Italian-
born people who feel a strong sentimental attachment for their hemeland,
there are relatively few who lack a sense of loyalty to the United States.
The majority of the Italian-born people interviewed think of themselves
as Americans; another large group think of themselves as both me“m

and Italians,

Perhaps a third of the Italian-born people in the sample have vague or
clearly defined pro-Fascist tendencies, and are therefore susceptible
to Fascist propaganda. The most common complaint among the people in
thie group is that they have been made to feel like "second class" im-

migrants.

Even these pecple, however, must be sharply distinguished from those with
pro-Nazl leanings among the German-borm. Their tendency to approve mamy

of the policies of their mother gountry is seldom the result of a systematic

indoctrination with Fascist ideology and is rarely developed into a defi-
nite structure of beliefs. It stems rather from a nostalgie attachment
to the particular region in which they were born, where, in many cases,
they still have relatives and friends.

The contrast between the Italian-born and the German-born was one of




the most notable which emerged from the study, Becauss the sample was
emall and not altogether representative, the quantitative findings of

the study are not believed to be altogether trustworthy, although its
general conclusions are significant. Interviewing was completed before
the recent anncuncement wtmtzmuuhmmmwm
+alien classification on October 19, It may be confidently up.md that
ﬁ: step will strengthen the identification of aliens and citizens of
Italian origin, wherever their present sympathies lie, with th~ United
States. And it will weaken their idenmtification with the prasant govern—
mont of Italy, which they are already inclined to regard as an involuntary
partner and semi-captive of Mazi Germarny .

The Italian-born people intarviewed are, in general, extremely comfused
in their thinking sbout the war, They disspprove strongly of America's
major allies, Britain and Russia, But, although they have great com-

m«-mmmmwm-ﬂm,mhnmlmf«mnm-.
They are dissatisfied with America's conduct of the war, Heverthaleaa,
the majority is confident that America will win, They are confused

lbmtmmlinmimnmdtﬂ!ulﬂutﬂ:hhmml-m.

Economically, the Italians have suffered a great deal as a result of
the war. A mumber complain that they were barred from jobs because of
their classification as enemy aliens. The increass in unemployment
umgln!nﬁumuhwﬂnf-mnum:mutuHImimm

sspacially hard,

A majority of the Italian-born pecple interviewed are participating in
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the war effort through buying war bonds, acting as blood donors, or
engaging in eivilian defense ;ct.:l.!iﬁu. While there is some correlation
between participation in such activities and a feeling of devotion to
the United States, participation is not an altogether reliable index of
loyalty., Many of those who do not engage in eivilian defense have a
positive attitude towards it; some have been excluded from participation
because they are ﬁot citizens. On the other hand, scme pro-Fascists
make patriotic gestures as a way of covering up their true sentiments,
The German-Born
The minority of German-born residents with Nasi tendencies, although
they do not admit being pro-Hitler, are much more vehement than the
Italians in revealing their viewpoints, Many of them Justify their Nazi
convictions with facts and arg'lmimt.a. And Germans are bound to their
mother country not so much by a nostalgic attachment to a particular
locality as by an intense r-mt:l.onlliutin pride,

There is a difference, too, in the way in which the Germans and Ttalians
feel bound to their respective homelands and to America, The Germans
feel at least as well integrated as the Italians in American society. As
many as two-thirds of those interviewed regard themselves primarily as
Americans, and another sixth think of themselves as both Germans and
Americans. The interviews revealed, however, that a number of people

in both of these groups are definitely pro-Nazi, These individuals do
not see any inconsistency in their pattern o} allegiance; they maintain
that America should be Nazified, and that only true Germans can be true

Americans,




The Germans share the anti-British and anti-Russian feeling of the Italians,
but put a somewhat higher appraisal upon the military prowess of these anti-
Axis powers. They have no more use for the Italians than the Ttalians have
for them. They are sharply critical of America's conduct of the war, both
at home and on the fighting fronts, although a majority believe that the
United States will ultimately be victorious. About a quarter of those
interviewed — including some worried anti-Mazis as well as some pro-Nazis
— are doubtful about the outcome of the war. A somewhat smaller group
expressed the belief that the war would end in a negotiated peace or an
outright Axis victory; and it must be remerbered that other reapondents

may have concealed such opinions. There was a pronounced tendency tc main-
tain that this war is no business of this country's and to blame the war

on the United States, on England or on the existence of economic inequality.

In view of the prevalence of such beliefs, it is not surprising to find
that many of the German-born group refrain from taking an active part in
the war effort. As among the Italians, some of 1tuma who do partiecipate.
in civilian defense activities evidently do so to conceal their anti-demo-
cratic leanings. Unlike the Italians, the Germans have not been adversely
affected economically by the war, because of their concentration in occupa=
tions which are in great demand. Nor has lack of citizenship been a factor,
since most of the Oermans interviewed, both loyal and disloyal, have become
citizens.

Refugess

A group of refugees, including both Jews and non-Jews, was also studied.
Because of the short time these refugees had been in this country, only a
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minority regard themsslves as americsns. Unly six per cant of the refugees
had attained citizenship., But they have had enough {irst-hand experisnce
with Fascls= to understand why america is waging a war against it, Thay

are better informed wbout war issues than any of the other groups studied.
The older and better educuted refugees show a notable interest in post-war
problems and in plans for the reconstruction of bBarope. W

The flaws in the morale of the refugee group grow out of their very eagerness
to win the war., Filled with anxiety as a result of their experiences in
Europe, many of them succumb to defeatist psychology or become hypereritical
of the naticn's war effort. Many refugees are disturbed by the losa of
status they have suffered as a result of having to start life over in a

strange lund.

A8 non—citizens, many refugees are excluded by local practices from partici-
pating in eivilian defense activities. PFarticipation in the war effort throug.
bond buying, bloed donaticns and similar activities is high.

Attitude Tulr;u‘d alien Hegulations

I:uf.l.liﬂm'lb]:vl eritieism of America's alien regulations was volced by respond-
ents in all groups. Most of those interviewed agreed that scse alien regu-

lationd are necessary. But there was a general belief that existing rules,
which will be changed October 15 for certain classes of Italians, are unjust
ard ineffectusl., The most common argument was that disloyal :ndividuals are
usvally naturalized citizens or, when they are aliens, cleve: enough %o
evade the operation ef the regulatiens. Thus in practice, ‘< is believed,
these regulations affect the Innocent -- and often the ard~7t anti-Fascists
== more severely than they do the disloyal.
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ihese opinions may exapperate the defects of pressnt alied regulations, but
tie study suggests that there is no necessary correlation between loyalty
and citizenship status. Leyalty depends upon the degree to which the
immigrant is integrated into imerican society and the extent to which he

accepts american values and purposes.

DAY-CARE OF CHILDREN
Delays in providing cmmliiw facilities for the day-care of children con-

tinue to retard the recruitment of women inte the labor force. In some
places, too, the lack of such facilities ls resulting in numerous absences

and a rapid labor twnover among married women workers.

Here and there war plants have stepped into the breach by establishing day-
care centers for children of their own workers. Such centers, however,
entail undesirable paternalism and are likely to create employer-ssployes .
difficulties. Furthermore, few individual companies are in a position to
furnish well-rounded programs. In addition to providing nursery schools,

it is necessary to arrange for the eare of small children within homes,
either through placement with foster families or homemaker helpers; to
provide supervision for somewhat older children before and after school
hours; and to make counselling service avallable to mothers. The conception
of what day—care must include is constantly expanding as new needs become

apparent.

experience to date suggests that adequate programs require the utiliszatien
of welfare facilities, schools and other community resources. The War
Manpower Commission specifically recommends that programs be developed on
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4 comnunity basis, not "under the auspices of individual employers or e=-
Ployer groups.®

Federal funds have been provided for the upkesp of a coordinating office to
upndlum-suhumturmhnmi‘qm. Money has alsc besn
appropriated for the expansion of the WPA nursery school program. The funda
for the actual operation of all but the WEA nurseries must be sought within
local communities, howewer, although federal grants-in-aid may later become
available. Fleld work and vigorous informational efforts appear to Le need-
ed to make commumnities aware of the W policy respacting this problem and

of the nesd for Inaugurating programs.

JIN_CRON A8R0AD

Negro newspapers assert that the U. 3. Army is carrying patterns of racial
segregation into countries where color barriers have not previously existed.

Resentment on this score was recently ﬂfr'f“ :I.':Eu:u:l. expression in a desand
presented by the National Assocciation for the Advancement of Colored Peoplh
that the War Department "take steps to eliminate the friction in the
Azorlean Expeditlonary Forces caused by Southern white soldiers who desire
to establish Jim Crow traditions in England.® It s charged that Negro
troops were at first cordially received in England, but that white soldiers
protested against British friendliness to them.

In Hmwali, where raclal projudice receives ne sanction in laws and 1ittls
in public customs, people of sany different colors mingle together freely.
iware of this, Negro troops are hurt more deeply than at home by the
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discrinination they encounter from their white fellow-imericans. They feel
that white service men and war workers fraternize more or less indisorim-
inately with the non-white residents of the islands -- Hawailans, part-
Hawaiians, Chinese, Japanese, Filipinos, Koreans, and others — and draw
the golor line only against them.

It is reported that the US0 is consldering the establishment of a spacial
center for colored troops in Hawaii. If separate facilitiss are provided
for whites and Negroes, it will be one of the first instances whan pocterns
of racial segregation have been institutionalized in Hawaii,

The discrimination Kegro troops suffer, particularly in areas where it is
not sanctioned by custom, inevitably weakens Negroes' identification with
their fellow americans and strengthens their identification with dark—
skinned peoples. Some of the Negroes interviewed in a recent Bureau of
Intelligence survey exhibited a marked tendency to align themselves with

the people of Indininthdraﬂurtt-ummfrﬂmuﬂuprum:trmg
anti-British feelings. A mumber indicated that they felt the Indians were
Juatified in resorting to viclence to liberats themsalves. .

Intelligent Megro loaders understand that the irmy is engaged in fighting a
war, not in carrying on & program of social amelioration. But they feel
that there is no justification for transporting social customs involving
segregation overseas. 3uch a course, thay argues, is bound to impair the
morale of american Negroes. Additionally, it may undermine the confidence
of colonial peopls and peocple of color throughout the ml]:l in the sincerity
of the proclaimed war cbjectives of the United Hations, There is clear need
for cooperation betwesn apprepriate OWI efficials abroad and the military -
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authorities in areas whers such tensions have developed.

(Those findings are based upon “anti-British Attitudes
of Hegroes," Specisl Report #2li, Divisien of Surveys,
and "lorale in the Territory of Hawaii," Report #33,
Special Services [dvisicn.)

ENEMY PROPAGANDA

INE PRES! '8 SPEE
Axls propagandists resorted ta belittling, ridiculs, ax-
aggeration, denunciation and distortion in their efforts

to depreciate the iresident's Columbus Day addiress, The Nazis eall F. D. R.
the greatest "typewriter strategist" of thes all and find evidencs in his
speech that he planned the war two years ago. His references to Axis weak-
ness, they report, were met with "guffaws." Germany, the Nazis boast, can
repel an invasion at any point on the continent.

Fadio Tokyo claims the spesch reveals a marked labor shortage, betraying the
woakmess of the American economy. Hoosevelt's manpower proposals, say the
Japs, mean the virtual enslavement of the American workers. The Japs paint
& doleful pleture of & United States whese schools ars closed and whose
factories are sanned by oldsters.

THE BIDOLE SPEECH

Axis reactlion to Attorney General Eiddle's speech was delayed wntil October 1,
evidently because thelr propagandists did not know how to deal with it.
Finally, Radlo fome reacted (in Italian, te North America) with the charge
that Italians were removed from the enemy alien category to win the good
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will of Italian-anericans for the coming election., Home attempts to minimize
the ste, by stating that it will have no effect anyhow. & portion of the
broadcast is devoted to a resume of the alleged persecution of Ttalians in
this country, in an attempt to offset the effect of the U. 5. move.

MEDGE DRIVING

Goebbels and Co. selzed upon a number of events this past week for the
familipr axis propagands device of wedge driving., Stalin's letter te
assoclated rresa correspondent Cassidy was made the spearpoint of an attempt
to alisnate the anglo-americans and Aussia. In broadeast after broadcast
fiocblels! hewrt bleeds for the Rusaians, left in the lurch by their Anglo-
american @llies. american and English officials are presented as embarrassed
and disturbed by the suppesed deterioration of relationships among the
United Kations. asbassador Standlpy is plotured as returning to the United
States because of a desperate need to reduce th: tension betwesn Hussia and
her inglo-american allies. '

Liscord between the United States and Great Britain is also exphasized,
Life's lottor to the people of England furnishes ammunition for divergant
broadeasts to the United States and Great Britain. Americans are told that
the latter indicates that england planned this war in order to maintain her
ampire; the rest of the world is é.u].;:l that England has responded to the
lotter with eritlclsss of U, 5. war aid. Berlin tells England that the
arorican soldiers quartered there aie paid more than the British soldiers,
live much better, and sneer at the British while enjoying their hospitality.
Hidlo Tokyo chimes in with the claim that an american subsarine sank the




Lisbon haru while she was carrying oritish prisoners. In alleged inturviews
vwith the survivors, they express great bitterness toward the United States.

Cermany capitalizes the supposed dissension among the United llations domesti-
cally as well as internationally, to prove that there can be no second front.

To demonstrate and heighten inter-american conflict Axis propagandists use
Wielles' speech, and the hostile reactions of Chile and Argentina to it. The
reason for li;alles* "insulting" remarks about the two South American countries,
the Axls alleges, is his desire to "blaclmail" them into the service of the
United States. Chile and Argentina are portrayed as resentful and irritated
‘at Welles' "impudence.™ Home played upon these themes in many broadcasts to
Latin imerica, scoring Welles for his "lack of tact and diplomacy."

TAILOR-HAK ING GOERING'S SPEECH
A study of the manipulation of Goering's speech in commentaries and nowscasts

for american listeners gives insight into Nazi propaganda strategy. It was
necessary for Goebbels to deal with many of the fears of the German people —--
about British air raids, the German fuel situation, etc. — in order t-u allay
them. But since these themes suggest German weakness, they are not dealt with
in broadcasts to North America. To impress Americans with Germany's strength,
such themes As the ineffectiveness of the blockade and the satisfactory nature
of Germany's food situation are given more ;nymaia in broadcasts to America
than they received in the speech. Comments comparing the economic plight of
Britain and Russia to Germany's "excellent position"™ also receive more stress.
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this report have not been cleared in advance with the
Director of the Office of War Information and do not
necessarily reflect his views or those of the Office of War
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of Intelligence who have assembled the data and they are
offered for the consideration of oppropriate authorities.

The Burecu of Intelligence of the Office of War
Information uses o variety of procedures and tech-
niques to cbtein its data on the aMitudes of people
and on what is brought to their attention, These pro-
cedures ond lechniques have bzen found reliable after
extensive experimentation over a period of years.
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INPLICATIONS OF THE REPORT

Confidence in American mi|ltary strength and a prevalling. re-
cognition that the war can bewon only through offensive action
have promoted a general| expectation that the United Nations
wll| soonbe able to wrest the Inltlative from the enemy. Mamy
Americans belleve that the war can be won within a period of
two years, Thls hopefulness, together with the belief that
American military might is far superior to that of the iﬁm,
may |ead to dangerous complacency.

The pronounced [nclination among Americans toconsider Germany
a more formidable and dangerous foe than Japan may reflect an
unhealthy tendency to underrate the military potency of the
Japanese, |t seems probable that the focussing of [nterest in
recent weeks upon the pgroblem of opening a second front in
Europe has diverted attention from the seriousness of the war
In the Pacific.

Confidence In production and shipplng appears to be on the
increase, although the publlc does seem to have a falrly clear
reallzation of the serlous shipping problem we now face. The
bellef held by a majority of the public that America s now
the major source of supply for the United Nations war effort
suggests a need for informational efforts to promote under—
standing of the contributions made tothe commen cause by other
members of the United Nations.

In general, the public shows a high degree of satisfaction
with the Army's treatment and training of Its troops. Few fee|
that there |s any serious dlscontent among enlisted men; only
a small minority Is critical of Army training.

A need for greater understanding of the war's problems Is
especially pronounced among people on the lower educational
levels, These people are pecullarly susceptible to the over-
confidence which derives from blind patriotic fervor. Thay
are more prone than persons of superior educational background
to think that American mi|itary strength is greater than that
of our allies or our enemies, And they alsoc tend, In much
greater degree, to anticlipate a war of short duration,

Information pollicy should be designed to place national pride
and confldence on a basis of solild realism, There is need for
fuller explanation of the magnitude and complexity of the
military task ahead In order to promote full public recogni-
tion that strategic decisions must be left in the hands of

qualifled military and naval authoritles,



"FWe cannot wage this war in a defensive spirit.

LNTROOUCTION
Amoricans bave been taught that the road to viotory must be opened by of-

fensive action. They have watched their growing military strength move to
strategic positione all over the globe. Each fresh convoy of troops and
shipment of supplies has sharpened their hops that the time for ‘American
eairure of the initintive is close at hand. Recently, the blunt desands
of Josef Stalin, the exhortations of Wendell Willkie, have focussed thedir
thoughts upon the possibility of attack on specific fronts.

¥ilitary strategy cannot, of course, be determined by publie opinion. Hut
nuhﬂtftuﬂnhm:lntnnﬂmlﬂmﬂmmthwdmm
od by & healthily belanced civilisan outlook. Such an cutldok will be
characterized, on the one hand, by & genuine desire to take offensive mc-
tionj om the other hand, by a sober mppreciation of the manifold problems
involved which will leave to the properly constituted military authorities
the declsions as to when and where to strike.

Along with the careful weighing of military capacity to undertake any such
move, then, should go an equally cbjective msseasment of eivilian stiitudeas

For only through an information policy which encourages & realistic public




appraisal of the task presented can the proper cushion be provided against
the shock of high casualties attendant upon full-scals attack.

The evidence here is not presented as a complete examination of public sen-
timent onm all the problems connected with the launching of an offensivej
it does, however, represent findings of the Bureau of Intelligence om &
mmber of the most vital issues involved.

TIMING OF THE OFFENSIFE

In conaldering public reactions to any future opening of new fronts, it is
in point to note how people characterized the strateg: we have employed
tims far. In sarly September, half of the American public described the
rmmnmmumutthum;wmumm
offensive in nature. Mtlmﬂhum“-mrt;ht;ﬂ'-iﬂxm

the offenaive.”

However, practically all of those who desoribed cur fighting as defensive
wars convinesd that another year would find us on the offensive, and al-
most a third of them expected such metion before the close of 1942.

*Wayld you say the Unlted States Is now fighting mainly on the effensive
or malnly on the defensiva?”

ql
i1 nrlvl [ f“‘ va D rr“l

W

Arked of those who said "defensdve”:
it

*About how much longer do

you think It will be

befare we really start

taking the offensive?”




in view of enemy attacks throughout the summer in Russia, North Africa

and the Facific, these responses suggest that a considerabls body urinr:l.-
cans have an unrealistic appraisal of the military situation. Even in
May, before the first important American nﬂmlﬂ action was launched in
the Solomons, the same guestion nuk-dﬂr;r iiﬂlu- results. At that
time, 30 per cent said, Wﬂ,* 46 per cent, "Defensive,” and 24 per
cent, "Don't know,"

The general approval which will greet the anticipated switeh to the offen-
sive is perhaps indicated by the fact that in September nine out of ten
Americans thought we were "doing the right thing" in srnding our men over-
seas to fight. Very little isolationist or Ill.‘l‘il}' defansive sentiment was
evidenced.

Intimately bound up with ptopll'l hopas lnd desires as to the kind of war
to fight must be ththcﬂiuhlﬁihwlmg it will be before victory is
achieved. In the face of much expert opinion to the contrary, half t.h-
populetion believed in September that the war would be over within hu
vears or less. Tuls figure rtpr‘unh& the higheat tide of confidence
reached since May and early June. During the spring, the bombing of Tokyo,
the 1,000-plane attack on Cologne, and the. success of the Midway battle
had bolstered publie opinion to a point which was widely considered over-
confident and complacent. Optimism which waned during the summer appears
to be on the riee again, and millions of Americans are obviously not psy-

chologically prepared for a long war.

EUROPEAN SECOND FRON]
Naturally there 1s greater resistance to the undertaking of specific
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offensive action than to the general idea of offensive strategy. When the
national sample interviewed in September was asked about the desirability
of attempting a second front invasion of Burope within the near future, a
majority expressed approval. bBut a quarter of the public indicated opposi-
tion to such & venturs. The findings illustrated below reflect attitudps
measured after the Dieppe raid on the continent — but befors a full ac-

count of Canadian losses there had been relsased.

*Do you think In the next two or three months the Allies should try to land
an army on the continent of Europe for a real Invaslont?®

41 i

One reasson for the strong minority opposition to a second front venture at
th:l.ntimmylininthofnutthntinmimaf&u‘qpnhnlmthd, in the
public mind, to the issue of "saving Russila in order to save ourselves."”

A third of the American people is not convinced that we would loge the war

even if Russla, China and England were all defeated.

A majority of the public, moreover, believed in September that Russia could
hold out against Germany until winter, even without inecreased assistance
from her allies. Varying estimates of Russian endurance clearly influence
attitudes toward the necessity for an immediate second front invasion:

70 per cent of those who believe Russia will not be
able to hold out until winter unless saved by an

allied invasion, as compared with

56 per cent of those who believe Russia will be able
to hold out against Germany until winter, are in
favor of an invasion of the continent within the next

two or thres months.
: L




As the following chart indicates, most of the skeptics who doubted Russia's
ability to hold out were, however, certain that the Soviets could be saved
if the Allies should land an army in Europe in the next two or three months:

*If Rusalin does not get more help from the Allles than she ls getting now,do
you think Russie will be able to hold out against Germany until this winter?”

5::' ; ii’ Don 'I 'tl."tnn

[ e

Asked of those who answered "No" or "Dom't &nnu'

"Do you think Russia would be saved
If the Allles should land an army In
Europe In the next two or threemonths?"®

EXPECTATION OF SECOND FRONT

The majority who favored an early second front in Europe was matched by a
majority of slightly greater size which expected that such an attack would
" be launched before winter. Quite naturally, those who favored a second
front were much more certain that it would be opened this fall than were

those opposed to & European invaslon.

Over half of the whole sample felt that the chances of success in such an
attempt were "pretty good," while eight out of ten were convineed that the
odds on success were at iunt even. Those who considered such an attempt
likely to fail — only 10 per cent of the whole sample — wers overwhelm-
ingly against the move. (mn the other hand, a majority of the pecple who
thought the chances of succesa "fifty-fifty" were willing to have the Allles

take the risk.
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It posnd pignificant that persons with relatives and frisnds in ths ser-
¥iee, or sbout to go in, voted Just as strongly in favor of an early in-
wvaslon of Europe as thoss who had mo olose relationship with the servioce.

Bettor educated groups showed a greater belief that the United States needs
support to win the war, but curiously snough were more cautious in recom—
mending a sscond front and more pessimistic about its chances of success
than were less educated groups -- perhaps 'huu.un__uf a greater appreciation
of the magnitude of the job. Acoeptance of the imminence of anm invasion
of Burops was, howsver, greatest on the upper educational levels. They
were more prone than others to expect an invasion in spits of the feot
that they advocated it less strongly.

Thease expresalons of opinion about a second front in the future are by no
moans intended as a messurement of popular reaction in the event that an
anctunl invasion of Burope should be attempted. Publie opinion ia, in large
part, a response to lemdership and to actiom. Much of the current opposition

to an invasion affort may be based on nothing more than an assusption that
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military leaders have failed thus far to undertake the effort because they
consider it impractical. There is good reason to beliewve that action
launched by trusted and competent authorities would, as in the past, be
supported by overwhelming popular approval.

CONFIDENCE IN OUR ARNED FORCES

Any shift to an all-out offensive strategy will be regarded by the people
in the light of their confidence in our military establishment. In Septem-
ber, thie confidence appeared to be on a very high lsvel. The quality of
our leadership, the fighting spirit of ovr men, our military squipment and
the strength of our Navy and Adir Force were all considered far superior to
those of Germany and Japan. A healthy national pride is undoubtedly re-
flected by these sentiments. They may, however, connote more patriotism

than realism.

As the chart on the following page illustrates, Americans overwhelmingly
rated their own armed forces higher than those of the other major powsrs on
ell polnte of comparison save one; four out of ten gave Germany credit for.
having the strongest army in the world. But, despite the mmerical superi-
qrity of the German army, and despite the actusl combat experience which

it has had, three out of every ten Americans still felt that our own Army
was stronger. It is fairly plain, moreover, that even those who gave first
place to the Wehrmacht thought that our own Army was potentially superior.
Many of them held that we have smarter generals than the Germana, better

fighting spirit and the best Army equipment in the world. .

This confidence that total American military strength is unchallengeabls,

-



QUALITY OF AMERICAN FIGHTING FORCES
COMPARED WITH OTHER COUNTRIES
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even by the Germans, was evidenced by the answers given to a somewhat simi-
lar question asked of a national sample in August: "From what you kmow or
bhave heard, would you say ﬁn all-around fighting ablility of the Awerican
armed [orces is better, about the same or poorer than hmnr'l?' Fifty-
seven per cent said that our all-around fighting ability was greater than

Germany's, while only 15 per cent confessed that they considered it inferior.

Nevertheless, respect for the Nazl army -- the army which Iill__tm Ameri-
can troops invading the continent — has some influence upon ecivilian sen-
timtinrquﬂtathu-ﬁpmin:afu.mmdﬁmtl' -
64 per cent of those who think the United States
has the strongest Army, tut only

54 per cent who believe Germany's army strongest,
favored the invasion of Europe thia fall.

EVALUA

The comparative rating of military capacitles gives added emphesis to other
indications that Americans congider the Germans a more dangerous and more
formidable foe than the Japanese. It seems significant that this relative
disregard for Japanese military strength was registered at about the time
when Assistant Secretary Bard and ex-Ambagpador Grew were warning that

Japanese ferocity and might must not be underrated.

' This tendency to regard Japan as a subordinate foe may stem from a lack of
information among large sectors of the Ameriean public. A surprisingly
large proportion of the population — almost half — manifested ignorance
of the fact that the Japanese had occupled American territory in the
Meutian Islands. It is possible that some of those interviewed
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misunderstood the question and answered negatively on the assumption that
it referred only to those Aleutian Islands close to the Alaskan majnland -
rather than to the westernmost tip of the Aleutian chain.

There 1s a direct relation betwsen education and awareness that the Japan-
ese have landed troops on American soil in the Aleutians. Among persons
at the loweat educational level, two out of three were ignorant of this
fact. E\"Iinl.mcmg pecple who had gone to college, two ocut of ten had no
kmowledge of the Japanese footholds. The following chart ﬂ.]nl_h‘l‘l‘-ll the
axtent of ignorance and the relationship between education and in.fﬂr-.tlm

on this particular subject.

*From what you have heard or read, have the Japanese succesded in occcupying
any of the Aleutian Islands -- that ls, our [slandes near Alaska?®"

E7% 23 lﬁt
Yes, they have No, they haven't Don' know

B X
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There ars other asigns that the high confidence in our armed forces rests
Zore upen matlonal pride than upon a sound foundatien of information and
realism. On every phase of our military strength tastad, the less edu-
cated groups showed the most overwhelming confidsnos.

4s the following chart shows, college gradustes were seven to ons in rat—
mm-m&duﬂn"-wmmtnmm; in addition, they
tended to credit the Nazis with more able gemeralship than their own coun—
W—udwmlhmnquu;ﬂﬂdﬂmmrihﬂﬁlmﬂm
hmoriean and British air forcea.

*Which country has tha strongest armyp®
(Based on educotiona! levels of respomaents)

Ll Unilted Staten anala
College gradustes 728 [oRddiiiinsc Rt . i

gy
Wl
whetelalalelelalelale e n et

Some college 603

High schoal
graduates

Soma migh school

Girammar achool
qgraduates

Some grasmar school
or less

wigpset for our allies and enesies was reflected in greater force among
the more sducated groups -- with one exception: Evaluation of the power
of the Fussian army held practieally constant on mll educational lavels.

hn-m;th:n:tmm,hnnm_thw,;hhrlnhﬁwunu
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margin —- the United Stetes was consldered to be the strongest naval power,
to have the best equipment for ite army, and to possess the ocutstanding
fighting spirit among the great world powers.

SPECIFIC CRITICISNS OF THE ARMY

There was little evidence of any particular eivilian eriticism of the army
which might be influencing evaluation of our might and ability to lawmch
an offensive. Although a fifth of the American public had heard of in-
stances of discontent in the army camps in this ecountry, only three per
cent consldered this discontent serious enough to hurt the fighting spirit
of the army. Such instances as were recalled mey have been conventional

grumbling or mere rumor.

"Have you heard of any cases of discontent among soldlers In the army camps
here In the Unlted States?®

Asked of those who had heard of discontent:

"Do you think this discontent I|s ssrious esnough teo
hurt the flghting spirit of our army as a whole, or
do you think It doesn't amount to much?® Serious serious know

Lass than a quarter of the people interviewed expressed any conviction
that pull or influence is necessary for a pergon to become an officer in
our army. Only about one out of five persons expressed any dissatisfaction



.dhhmﬁd“m%mmﬂhhﬂhbﬂuﬂn—
patched to foreign posts. 2

Even among those with immediste relatives in the armed foroes, 79 per cent
hﬂmthﬁﬂdwﬂmhtmn&rnﬂiﬂu“hﬂ. This group
u:mnnummutpuumnm_mlmunfnmmmm
sona who hod no close conneotion with soldiers. And they wers sven some—
vhat more inalined than others to fesl that cur fighting men were getting
ample training befors being sent into battls.

68 per cent of those with friends or relatives

in the armed forees, as compared with
- 58 par cent of those with po such conneotion with

the =ilitary, felt that American soldiers were
Etunl eanough training before they go into
ttle.

Immdmtlrnnmmwmmufthnldqmwﬂwm
ing. mmmnntmﬁhu-uuriuhtwmtuipﬁﬂhuﬂmn

hmm-uu._htltwhtﬂ.hhiﬂﬂnﬂufmnnudm“uhr

reassurance among.women regarding the preparation glven ta soldiers.

Bot only did suspicion of the merit aystem within the army seem to ba con-
fined to a relatively small group, but the peopls who did have thess
doubta npﬂmﬁy did pot lock on the matter me affecting the army seri-
ously. At least, they did not differ from other eivilians in their ssti-
mates of elther the strength of the army or the abllity of United States
generals. However, impressions of discontent among our soldisrs, though
certainly not widespread at present, are a factor to be reckoned withs




., 68 per gent of those who had not heard stories
of "discontent® in army camps, while only

50 per cent of those who had heard of such

grumbling, rated the United States first
among world powers in fighting spirit.

The behind-the-lines task of supplying and transporting war materials is
vital to any serious consideration of & successful offensive. And the
people's judgments nfmpm:ﬂl_linﬂ:-_‘ilﬂmmmlb-lputnf
their total attitude toward the subject.

The public's evaluation of our war production as measured in September was
& mixture of strong confidence in the future, some reservations regarding
present achievements, and a good deal of ignorance concerning the actual

situation.

Produstion in General

Alnost half. of the American public (44 per cent) felt in September that our
over-all production of war materials was progressing "only fairly well® or
"poorly." . This, however, represented a decided gain in confidence over

the previous month when, apparently, news of WPB shufflings and the camcel-
lation of war contracts for lack of materials had raised this critiecal group
from 25 per cent in June to ﬁpwn-?t.in August.

In short, from June to August, there had been a marked increase in critical
thinking on the production picture, so that September showed the public to

be mors pessimistic than they were earlier in the summer, but not as




pessimistic as they were in mid-Auguat.
i

Americans appear to be imbued with the concept of their nation as the ar-
genal of democracy. Even in iugust fifty-one per cent of them belleved
that the United States was providing "more than half of the war materials
used by the allies." Eighteen per cent thought that "practically all" of
the United Nations' war equipment was made in the U.S.A. In view of the
great ;;rodunﬁn-lffnm which are being carried on in Britain end Russia,
these opinions seem somewhat unrealistic and perhape reflect a widespread
failure to appreciate the contributions other members of the United Nations

L

aﬁ making to the common causa.

*From what you have heard, would you say the United States Is producing
less than half or more than half of the war material used by the Alljes?”

12% 51% L
8 More - |
alf than half Don't know

Less I
than half  About

"Would you say the United

States Is producing
practically all of it?"

EDUCATIONAL DIFFERENCES
Criticism oz production was distinetly a mark of the more educated groups,

however, for 55 per cent of the eollege graduates as compared with only
30 per cent of those who had never completed grammar scheool sald produe-
tion was going only fairly well or poo-ly.
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"In general, do you think that production of war materiale In this country
In galng along very wall, enly falrly well, ar peorlyt®
(Based om educotional levels of respondents)

Total wha sald falrly 4
wall ar poorly
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In September, the Buresu asked its national sample the guestion: "From
what you have read or heard, would you say we have snough stesl on hand to
bueild the ships and other war materisls we need?” Half of the sampls an-
pwarad the question affirmatively. Only a third indicated an awarsness of
the stesl shortage 4nhibiting production at that time. ;

Quite naturally, those who were unawars of any steel shortage wers batter
satinfied with the general progress of producstion:

j&pumtnrmnﬂmﬂﬂmufthiltll
ghortage, but only

46 par cpnt of thope who realized m shortage ex-
isted, folt that the production of war materials
was golng very well.




Paradoxically, there was a striking inverse relationship between education

and awareness of the urgent need for steel:

57 per cent of the college graduates, as compared with
45 per cent of those who had never completed grammar

school, were of the opinion that we had enough
steel on hand to build the sghips and other war

materials we need.

Awareness of the steel shortage has undoubtedly been greatly advanced dur-
ing the past weeks by the emphasis given by newspapers and radio broad-
casts to the campalgn for the collection of steel scrap. The American In-
atitute of Public Opinion reported early in October that 94 per cent of the
American people sald they have read about the scrap colleetion drive in
their newspapers. But it is significant that, on the eve of the scrap cam-
paign, such widespread lack of appreciation of the steel shortage should
have sxisted. ;

Shipping

Seven in ten persons —- perhaps conditioned by stéries of Kaiser record-
smashing and the launching of 174 ships on Labor Do.jr -- belleved that pro-
duction of ships was up to schedule or aven nhull.l:l of schedule. On the
other hand, most of them were aware that shipping is a major war problem
today, for only about a quarter of the population maintained that we now
have enocugh ships to carry our war mater¥als to the fighting lines. And
while only 14 per cent of them felt we could be doing more than we are to
meet the submarine menace, a little more than half were unwilling to say we
would have Atlantiec shipping under control within the next few months.

- 17 =




Furthermore, & Gallup pell published in early

Mugust reported that people named shipping more

than anything else (36%) when asked what con-

stituted the most important problem the United

States frces today in winning the war.
Nevertheless, there wegs a glight but consistent incresse in optimism from
hugust to September on all of the questions pertaining to shipping. Con-
sidered individually, no one of them would be significent but taken to-
gether they probably indicate a d-!.nt.:l.nut trend.
fugust  September
We do not have enough-ships :

to carry our wur materi-
als to the fighting lines 584 LT

Froduction of ships is not
up‘t.am.“.h&dl.‘lll..--.- 18 u

We are not doing all we
possibly can to prevent

submarine sinkings in
Atlantics: « & & & s 5 & » 1& u

trﬂl--‘-r--tl-io J'ql ﬂ

The direct bearing which shippirg has upon the launching of a major offen-

give may be inadequately understood.

CONCLUSIONS.

1. The American public desires offensive action and beliewes it can be
undertaken scon. Put its expectation appears to be based, in part, upon
unrealistic appraisals of our armed strength compared with that of our
enemies and upon overconfidence about the progress of the war.



2. Lack of realism is especially prevalent among persons on the lower
educational levels.

3. himericans tend to overestimate their country's contribution to the
production efforts of the United Kations. Moreover, they are not fully
aware of the shortages and other difficulties which impede productiom.

4. Bound informational measures are needed to temper the eagerness for
offengive action with reallsm and to provide a healthy public appreciation
of the price which must be paid for victory.

- == - - o
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Swhmmmandmwﬂmumwrh
this report have not been cleared in advance with the
Director of the Office of Wer Infarmation ond do not
mwﬂyuﬂtﬂhiﬂmah-ﬁﬂnﬂﬁuﬂ‘ﬂur
hfwmﬁmhmﬂmundmﬂhrdu
oppear, are only submitted by individuals in the Bureau
of Intelligence who have assembled the dafo and they are
offered for the consideration of oppropriate outhorities.

The Bureau of Infelligence of the Office of War
Information uses a varlety of procedures and tech-
niques to oblain ils dala on the affitudes of pecple
and on what is brought to their atention. These pro-
cedures and techniques have been found reliable after
exfersive experimentation over a period of years.
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EDITORIAL ATTITUDES

1

| Wi
The news of mounting enemy strength in the Solomons
prompted a sudden swing away from the optimism which
characterised editorial comment during the precedins week. A major battle
rwmismam. Fress and radio are waiting grimly for word
as to ite outcome.

Commentators are decidedly uneasy about the South Pacific situation, While
they do not concede victory to the enemy, they are by no means npti..htiu
in regard to the Pmdiinﬁ engagement, Like Major George Fielding Eliot,

they feel that "the present Japanese operations in the Solomons nprn-:t.

a full-dress attack intended to expel us from the Ouadalcanal-Tulagl area
at any risk and regardless of cost." Our recently reported naval losses,
together with admissions that the Japanese have repsatedly landed reinforce-
ments and have been able to employ surface craft against ocur shore instal-
lations, have had a thoroughly disheartening effect. :

i i

Some commentators, vliewing the situation d.l.rld{, tand to blame American
military and naval leaders for putting our forces into an untenable posi-
tion; a few reproach Secretary Knox and Admiral Nimits for their optimistie
statements, Others, however, point out that we are doing the best we can
with the men and munitions at our disposal in the Pacific and that the tak-
ing of risks is essential to sound strategy.

In many cbservationa about the Sclamons, there is an undercurrent of feel-
ing, inspired perhaps by the belated announcement of our losses in the

R 1



original attack, mmm.rut;mmu—u-nmmu
disclosed, Flestcher Pratt, for exsmple, discussing the loss of cur three
cruisers, raises the question: "Must every victory or gain, every achiewsk
ment we have, end in a sour note of doubt whether we are being given the
whole story and given it accurately?®

DiPLOwACY
Editerial analysts continus to discuss our relations with Argentina and

Chile., Most of them have expressed approval of the rebuke administered to
thess republice by Under Secretary of State Sumner Welles. The prevalling
view is that the attitude of Argentina, and to & leder extent Chile, im-
punﬂnumwurmmﬁmmmmmm‘munul
is necessary to prod them of{ the fence.

Nevertheless, & critical minority feels that we have no rignt to foree
other nations into & decision. BSome fear that the Welles atatesent may
carry implications of North American imperialism to cur nedghbor republics,
The Detroit Frea Press, for example, observed that the Welles speech had
"grossly and unnecessarily offended the wery peoples whose good will and
cooperation we have been trylng to win,®

The open letter to the British people by the editors of Life fooussed edi-
torial attention once more upon Anglo-imerican relations. Overvhelsingly,
newspaper ccmmentators condemned the Life letter. The objection most fre-
quently raised regarding it was repressntatively expressed by Willism L.
Shirer, who pointsd out that it gave the Nasi propagandists useful sssni-
Hm.hmmthﬁiﬁ.

=L 5




The letter was also assailed vehemently as unfair to the British people.
Jndeed, it evoked the warmest expressions of esteem and admiration for
England which have been expressed by American commentators since the mass

German air attacks on London. L +
-_f’_pﬁ’__fq';_ 8 W s

Wendell Willkie's return from his round-the-world cruise was greeted by a
burst of applause. Even the Seripps-Howard papers, heretofore extremely
caustic, had a good word to say about him this week because of his support
of a unified command, lMost commentators agreed that Willkie had glven
expression to the hopes and aspirations of the common pecple of the world,
"It is probable," observed the Portland (Maine) Press Herald, "that Mr.
Willkie's visit did more to make the United Nations really wnited than all
the official, cautious exchanges that have been made by ambassadors and

legates in the last ten months,"

HOME FRONT

Taking a cue, apparently, from the rresident's recent praise of Congress,
commentators who, until IVHIT recently, were harshly critical n.f the
legislative branch began referring to it in much more friendly fashion.
Ernest Lindley, for example, observed that the recent behavior of Con-
gresa "is restoring the prestipe of the leglslative branch and confidence
in our political system." He attributed the change to "the President's
reassertion of leadership" and to the prodding of prnrul and radio.

The dominant current issue in edivorial minds continues to ba the man-
power problem. Response to the President's call for voluntary rationing
of manpower in industry was rather lukewarm and somewhat confused.

-



While commentators were Mmthllwmwmumldm.th:
tend .to feel that voluntary measures will prove ineffectual,

Mmm:&ﬂ:ﬂﬂmﬂﬁﬂ-mwmwm
Stimson as to the size of the United States Army, Mark Sullivan called
it a "tonic for the country's morale," According to the Chicago Sun,
it has "laid at rest the alarming, and in our opinion, nonsensical
reports that the ammy might reach from 10 million to 13 million in
19L30aeaa"

A good many comments, however, questioned the wisdom of raising an Army
as large as 7,500,000, Some suggested that it would be wiser to put
more nfmmwermmlrﬂngmdnquippd.rg our allies. The New York
Times argued that economic and industrial exparts must have an equal
voice with the military in deciding the size of the Army,

INFORNAT o

Comentators gave warm praise to the Office of War Information report
on American military and naval aircraft and to Elmer Davia' speech in
Canada. But they employed these as occasions for renewed attacks on

Covernment information policy.

The New York Times cited the Office of War Information report as a model
for future Goverrment statements on the progresas of the war and the New

York Herald Tribune called it "an example of the effective way in which

to provide information, in times when ballyhoo is not wanted or needed,

to a public which is sufficlently adult to understand and respect the

ok



facts." In most comments, there was a plain implication that this sert of
nport.in.gi:umlidln_dmﬂnly,lmml.

Mr. hm'mm;hhﬂlmﬂ-*Muruﬂcmmﬂntlh
wmummmmmmwmmwm-w
of our own policy for the lack of both qualities." Commentaters continue
to insist angrily that war news in general is baing spoon-fed to the
n.-uriunqp-unl-. g

POPULAR REACTIORS

CIVILIAK DEFENSE

Public confidence in the manapesent of civilian dafense
fctivities has increassd appreciably since the poriod
hstﬂnhrlhmmnﬂumﬂtrﬂgmu attack in the newspapars. Inter-
ﬂldnginﬂetnhnrahmidthtmthmhﬂfﬂupluphﬂnwhmtth
United States think that civilian defense is being run "very well" in
their camunities, An additional quarter of the public say at least that
it is being conducted "fairly well.® 4 amall minority ni‘ftmptr cent
continues to feel that local civilisn defense activitias are "poorly”
handled, 1mmmpwm-wmmum
on the subject last February. It is significant, however, that, while
in Plhruuymulylﬂﬂ.rdn!m,publiu said they didn't know if these
civillan efforts were being managed satisfactorily, only half as many
express such doubt today,




The following chart presents a comparison of opinions rogistersd in res-
ponse to an identical question posed to national smmples in February and
in Octobar:

How do you think Clvillamn Defense In your community
in beine runt

vary wall

Fabruary

Getober

v B3 L}

ENENY AIR ATTACKS

Priblic interest in one phase of civilian defense activity has waned
considerably., The fear of enemy bombing attacks which prampted energetic
alr raid precaution efforts early in the year has atrikingly decrsased.

Today, leas than half the public thinks there is much likelihood that
the enemy will bomb cur West coast cities any time in the near future.
Only about a third of the public sees any immediate probability of bomb-
ing raids along our Atlantie coast.

n-dunlnmtafapinlmnmtmqrurﬂidlmmlhnﬂaiu
Ma:mmhuhmmmmum.mmth-ml
fgiven by national samples to identical questions asked in January, in
¥arch and in October,




t\% lliphsredigetl g hol b

on the PACIFIC COASTY
wvary probable

January

Hareh

Detobar

on the ATLANTIC COAST®

Jangary

Harch

October

ROAD TO ¥ICTORY

Amaricans tend to doubt the efficeacy of alr attack as a means of over—
coming Oermany's hold upon the comtinent of Europe. Three=fifths of them
belisve that the road to wlotory must be opened through a land invasion by
the allies, The followlng chart shows the division of responses to a
guastion on this subject asked early in October,




To beat Bermany, do you think the Allles will have to
Invade the continent of Europe, or do you think we can
defeat her by just Increasing our alr attacks?

© Don™
Invade continent Strong air attacks know

This belief that the Nazis can be conquered only through the comparatively
hard, elow advances of ground troops seems a great deal more realistio than
& concurrent feeling now widespread in America that the Oerman peopls are
out of sympathy with Eitler and may revolt against him in the near future.
As is indicated below, only a minority of the public is convinced that

the enemy is strongly united. Almost as many take the optimistic view

that the Cerman people themselves will contribute to a Onited Nations victory
by overthrowing their Goverrment. These opinions suggest strongly that in-
formational measures are needed to pramote greater popular awarensss of

the difficulty of the military task shead,

The way things lock now, do you think thers |s a good
chance of the German people reveliting agalnst Witlar

In the next yaar®
::rt

You




PRODUCTION SHORTCONINGS

Amarican confidance in the efficiency of our production program has mounted
slightly since mid-summer, nwﬁumﬂnmmmumt
spring, In September, 53 per cent of the public said thay thought the pro-
dustion of war materials was progressing "very well." An additional L1 per
‘cent said thay thought produstion was going "only fairly well." Only three
par cent declared that production is going "poorly.” O

. Deapite the emphasis which has been placed lately on difficulties in the way

of production arising from raw material shortages, Americans tend to put the
ghiaf blame for production shortcomings upon labor. When thay were asked
in September, "What do you think is the chief reason why war production is
not going as well as it might?" the explanations most frequently offered
centered around labor difficulties, strikes and the self-intarsst of workers.

This tendency of the publie to find fault with labor is indicated by the an-
swers to ancther question asked in October, "Do you think strikes are hold-
ing back war produstion now? There was an almost precisely aven division

of opinion on this tople: L6 per cent answered "Yes"; LS per cent answersd
"No"; nine per cent had no opinion.

When the sase question was asked in June, howsver, only 38 per cent said
"Yes,” while 53 per cent said "No." Apparently public confidence in laber
is waning, in spite of the general adharence of workers to their no-strike
pledge — parhaps because newspapers have focussed attention upon cocasional
work stoppages.




DRAFTING YouTH
upmmm,mmummmmmm.
said they thought that the Goverrment should draft 18- and 19-year
olds before drafting married men with children, Purther analysis shows,
naturally, that people were influenced in this cholce by ths presence
of an 18- or 19=year old boy in the home. Women over LO who had 18- and
19-year olds in their families (presumably mothers) violced the greatest
opposition to this proposal. But even in this group, alscst two-thirds
preferred the drafting of young boys to married men with children.

i

Thnbmthﬂilm,ucnjdingtalhuwﬂl-uﬂihm. are over-
whelmingly in favor of the new draft.

LOOSE TALk ;

There is widespread recognition throughout the United States that carelsss
conversations on certain subjects should be avoided in war time. Amaricans
are not accustomed to guarding thedr words. They have always lived in an
atmesphere of freedem, and the current necessity for eaution is probably
not fully md.u-sﬁaod:' But interviewing conducted with a small national
sample during the second week of October indicates a prevailing recognition
that locse talk is dangerous, at lesast in regard to military, shipping

and production toples.

Interviews on this subject were introduced by the assertion, "The Govern—
sent is trying to get pecple not to talk about certain things that will get
back to the enemy." Each respondent was then asked, "What sort of things

do you think peopls should be careful not to talk about?™ Only 13 per cent




42 ion

mmm-umtm-mtmhmm'
The topios most frequently menticned as taboo centered around military
affaira. Production problems were also cited by many mesbers of the sasple.
Multipls answers were permitted. The following table shows the percentages
which recommended caution sgainst careless conversaticns in regard to several

broad, genaral subjects.

Par cent of people
Should not discuas: pantioning

Military matters
Production and supplies
Shipping affairs

Low morale
Wacallaneous mantions

=LRER

It seems significant that most people put their emphasis on the kind of

loose talk which might give information of strategic value to the enemy.
There was much less awarensss of the danger involved in loose talk in the
form of rumors and idle gossip, This latter consideration may have been
in the minds of the 13 per cent who urged the avoidance of careless talk
about matiers of morala.

Most of the respopsas, however, referred to such things aa

Information about battleships
Troop train sovementa
Debarkation of soldisrs
Location of troops

Production of war plants

Hew inventions and patents
Materials used in war work
Ship departures

Mevemant of war materials

Among those who stressed the avoidance of discussion sbout morale, typlcal




strictures suggested were,. in contrast:

Stories about Oovernment inefficiency

Arguments about the second front

Criticism of the Government's handling of defense work
Criticism of our allies

* It is evident, of course, that the statement with which these interviews

were introduced encouraged responses about the type of loose talk which
might give information to the enemy. The question asked does not reveal
the degree to which people realize the danger lurking in their own words
ner give any measure of their actual behavior in a conversational situation.

Apparently, however, the public has an appreciation of a large number of
things which should not be discussed and is recaptive to further reminders
that "loose talk costs lives." There seems to be a special need, in addi-
tion, for informational efforts to promote an understanding that loose talk
of a sort which does not involve information of interest to the enemy may
have injurious effects upon national unity and public confidence in the

Oovarnmant.

REAL I'SH 'AND THE OFFENSIVE SPIRI]

Confidence in American military strength and a prevailing recognition that
the war can be won only through offensive action have promoted a general
expectation that the United Nations will soon be able to wrest the initis-
tive from the enemy, Many Americans believe that the war can be wom withe
in a period of two years. This hopefulness, together with the belief that
mlriulnllilitlrrnightisflrtﬂpﬂiwtuﬂutnfthlw,.rmtn
dangerous complacency.




‘The pronounced inclination among Americans to consider Germany a more for-—
midable foe than Japan may reflect an unhealthy tendency to underrate the
I.:U.:l.trlr:' potency of the Japanese. It seems probable that the focussing of
interest in recent weeks ufon the problem of opening a second front in
EBurope has diverted attention from the seriousness of the war in the Facific.

Contidence in production and shipping appears to be on the increase, al-
though the public does seem to have a fairly clear realization of the seri-
ous shipping problem we now face. The belief held by a majority that
America 1s now'the chlef source of supply for the United Nations war ef-
fort suggests a need for informational efforts to promote understanding of
the contributions made to the common cause by other membars of the United

Nationa,.

In general, the public shows a high degree of satisfaction with the Army's
treatment and training of its troops. Few feel that there is any sericus
discontent among enlisted men; only a small minority is eritical of Army

training.

A need for greater understanding of the war'e problems is especially pro-
nounced among people on the lower educational levels. These people are
peculiarly susceptible to the overconfidence which derives from blind pa=-
triotir fervor. They are more prone than persons of superior educational
background to think that American military strength is greater than that
of our allies or our enemies., And they also tend, in much greater degree,
to anticipate a war of short duration.




Information policy should be designed to place national pride and confidance
on & basis of solid realism. There is need for ‘fuller explanation of the
magnitude and complexity of the military task ahead in order to promote
full public recognition that strategic decisions must be left in the hands
of qualified military and naval authorities.
{These findings summarige the principal implications of
a Special Intelligence Report, Realism and the Offensive

Spirit, issued October 21 and avallable to auth
v s upon request to the Bureau of Intelligence.)

ENEMY PROPAGANDA
ATTACKS ON_THE UNITED STATES

Axis propagandistes are paying growing attention to the
United States. In the past week the proportion of broad-

cast time devoted %o attacks ‘on America increased eignificantly.

The basic nature of the attacks remains unchanged. The week's broadcasts
were aimed at two perennial Axis propaganda objectives; defeatism and
divisionism, The draft of 18- 19-year olds was treated in such & way as to
serve both purpcses. The Oermans grieved that "young, ill-trained men"
would have to be pitted against seasoned Axis troops. To heighten contro-—
versy about the measure lowering the draft age, the Axls contended that it
represented a fresh betrayal of President Roosevelt's promise not to sacril-
fice American youth.

The Navy's delay in announcing the loss of three crulsers during the occupa-
tion of the Solomons was given somewhat similar treatment. The Axis attempted
to prove the superior truthfulness of its military reporting and charged that

o




the United States habitually conceals its losses. To increase dissension
within the United States, the Axis attacked the "cheaply sensationalistic®
American press, claiming that it is manipulated by Roosevelt and the Jews.

Axis broadcasts also made much of troubles in the United States on the
economic front. Again a defeatist note was strucks it was claimed that
stringent restrictions loom ahead and that war production cannot proceed
because of lack of material. Criticism of domestic economic policies
mmmmamummmmwmnmmmm;ppm

to the Roosevelt haters. = e
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The Axis also attacked Commmists and Willkie as a means of widening cleav-
ages. To arouse anxlety and prove America's immorality, Radic Debunk and
Radio Manila both attempted to show that promiscuity, prostitution and ven-
ereal disease abound in Army camp reglons and in port cities.

GOEBBELS TAKES THE DEFENS| VE

The primary purpose of Goebbels! Munich speech of October 18 was evidently
to deal with the complaints which are arising in Germany over the difficul-
ties of daily life. ﬂmbbollumhdthltﬂuﬂﬂumnntﬁ:hﬂng
"for regional interests...for Socialism, and for Mational Sccialism; for
questions of proletariat and bourgeoisie...today it is for more important
things we are fighting: for coal, for iron, for petroleum, and above all,
for wheat for our daily bread.® The claim that the Nazls are not fighting
for territorial, ideological and political ends is, of course, not to be
taken seriously. It is significant, however, that Gosbbels felt that empha-
uuhndtub-plud:tthuﬂumthnunrﬂunﬁmmﬂuhuh
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still the swelling volume of complaints within the Reich. In effect,
Goebbels attempted to mmtheu-mmp-uphﬂutfhtwmﬂdwh_ﬁh
possibility of Cermany's suffering in the future as she is suffering today.

ENENY VERSIONS OF THE MILIPARY SITUATION

Nazi short-wave broadcasts and Cerman demestic media this week emphasized
Oerman submarine "successes® to the neglect of the Russian front. The
Oermans claimed to have extended submarine operations to the Western and
Southern coasts of Africa and to have sunk British troop transports cii
Capetown. Since the "destruction® of the recent United Nationa' Arotic
convoy, America and England have not dared to send more supplies to Russia
by the Northern route, the Nagis boast.

Following its usual policy of silence during the early stages of a campaign,
Tokye has not made any mention of Ouadalcanal since the beginning of its
strenuous attempt to retake the island. The Japanese—controlled station

at Saigon made a laconic statement on October 18 to the effect that the
Japanese have landed on Guadaleanal but that no important land battles

have occurred. It should be remembered that the Japanese have never
acknowledged the loss of the Guadalcanal air field.

- W - - -
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EDITORIAL ATTITUDES
(NFORNATION

Editorial ire at Government information policy, simmer-
ing throughout the pdet fortnight, has now reached a boil-
ing point. Commentators are openly skeptical about the news granted to them

of the Pacific fighting.

The Chicago Tribune, placing the worst m:t;mn-h:l.un unon the Government's
release of information, gibes: "The circumstances suggest that there is a
hudgntuthdnmpﬂingupinth.ﬂnlmnmdthﬂth-mipu
being used to keep it from the pecple until ‘after the election." But news—
papers friendlier to the Administration are almost as caustic. ‘The Wagh-
ington Fost observes, for example, "Unless we are very mmch migtaken, the
announced sinking of the carrier Wasp means that we have suffered the loss
of stil) another carrier, as yet unannounced... It should mot surprise any-
one if the carrier .ﬁpor'h& severely damaged is actually sunk."

Editorial irritation was given especial impetus by the War Department's
belated admission that some of our Tokyo raiders are, in faot, priscners
of the Japanese. The Daily Oklahoman had this to say about the matter in
a fairly representative comment: "Twice in recent months the Ameriocan
people have found Japanese reports more reliable than the reports of our
om Government. They found that to be true in the case of the Japanese
claim that some of our cruisers had been sunk among the Solomon Islands.
Now they find that to be true in the case of the raiders who bombed Tokyo.
And never since the tragedy of Pearl Harbor has a realisation so humili-
ating come to the American people.®




Mmdnrl_tu;hhrhmt*lmw#m about the Tokyo
raid mollified soms commentators. According to the Hew York Herald-Triluma
"Itl.‘t.onu astablishes a complste public confidence in the correctness of
the policy followsd..."™ The press, in general, takes the view that OWI is
free from blame for the concealment practiced by Army and Navy brass hate
and that it merits all credlit for whatever candor they may exhibit.

LONBAT

Presa and radio continue to watch news from the Solomons anmxiously and wm-
happdly —- and to interpret it with caution. Most commentators are plain-
1y pessimistic. And many of them suggest, at lsast obliquely, that the
situstion in the south Facific is a product of nawal ineptitude.

The replacesent of Admiral Ghormley by Adsiral Halsey strengthensd sus—
plolons that the strategy at Ouadaloanal had been blundering. Bome attri-
buted the fault directly to an allsged lack of unifisd command in the
Bouth Paoific. The St. Louls Fost Dispatch sxpressed this pednt of view
in a deolaration that "The old Army-Havy rivalry is not only outmoded in
this war, but ls acutely dangercus.” Other oritios suggested that the
diffioulty lay in an inability among tradition-stesped admirals and gensr-
als %o understand contanporary warfare — sspecially in a fallure to
appreciats the tremendous powsr of aviationm.

The defense of Stalingrad continued to afford counterbalancing enccurage-
ment. And the inauguration of a Britdsh offensive in Africa was treatsd
with restrained optimism. Commentators found consolation for their dis-
heartanment over the Solomons in the fact that American forces are playing
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some part in the drive against Rommel. They placed a good deal of stress
on the United Nations character of the allied attack.

PROKIBITION

The defeat of Senator Josh Lee's :tt-;pt to tack a prohibition rider on

the new B-lnitiv- Service bill met with almost unanimous approval in

the press and on the radic. The prevailing view was expressed by, the
.Gllnnlmd Flain Dealer, which stated that "Lee's proposal was a brazen at-
tempt to impose prohibition, with its attendant evils of bootlegging and
corruption, upon the large civilian populations which reside in the vieini-
ty of army camps and naval stations, under the hypocritiecal pretext of
protecting the men in the armed services from the evils of Demon Rum."

Senator O'Daniel's amendment requiring & year's training for 18- 19-year
olde also came in for general, thnugh-lau vigorous, condemmation. A
typical expression of opinion was the Milwaukee Journal injunction, "Don't
hamstring the Army again."

WILLKIE

Wendell Willkie's radic address over ths four major networks on Monday
evening had an estimated audience of 48 per cent of all radic families
throughout the United States. This compared not unfavorably with the 59
_per cent rating estinated for the President's fireside talk on Colusbus

Day.

The p:l.‘lll- gave enthusiastic praise to Mr. Willkie's report. Even the
Seripps-Howard papers, which eriticised him vehemently throughout his
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tour, admitted that "Willkie spoke wissly and well last night. Ocomsiom-
ally he was less than fair to the President's conduct of the war, and to
the British position. But, on uumm,mmtiu-m Jurt and ecm-
strustive.”

The relatively liberal New Tork Post indulged in a panegyrie. It found
Mr. m*:mmmwmummmmu..m
has at long last found its way into the counoil-chamber, rapped for order,
and has said its say." Thore was equal applause, naturnlly, from news—
papars which had supportsd Mr. Willkis in the last elsotion campaign.
Apparently he hes found a formula for opposition to Mr. Roosewelt which
can be adhered to by those who have been consistently opposed to the Ad-
ministration in domestic affairs, yet sympathetic to its foreign poliey.

POPULAR REACTIONS
CONSUNER CUTS

mmwmmm-mmmhumwnuq

have reduced their buying habits since last year.
Early in October, the Buresu of Intelligence asked a natiomal sample:
"Considering everything you are buying now, doos it seem this year that
you and your family are buying more things Mmhmtl_lnr-rw
fower things?" The answers divided as follows: =

More thingas 122

Zama amount 7

Fewer things 50
1

Don't kmow
Clothing was the item on which the largest number of people said that
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they wers economising; 34 per cent of the whole samples declared that they
were buying less clothing than last year.

The following ta.le shows the various types of economy cbserved by the
people who sald that they were buying fewer things this yeari#

Clothing 348
Food 19
Home improvements
Lwauries and entertainment
General living

Gas, tires, car

Business improvemants
Miscellaneous

Not mscertainabla

Fuse-del

#ultipls answers were permisaible. FPersons answering "buying

fower things" amounted to 50 par cent of the smmple.
In the face of increased incomes, the statements of so many people that
they are buying fewer things may reflect both a belief that they are get-
ting less for thelr sonsy and an awareness of scarcity. Taxatlon appears
to be only subordinately responsible so far. Three-fourths of the public
have not felt their incomes seriously pinched by taxes during the last year.
The sams sample was asked: "Has 1t been a real habdship for you to pay
the total amount of taxes you have had to pay over the past year or noti®
Opinion divided as followas:

Yes 221
Ko T3
Don't know 3
Didn't pay taxes 2

CRISELING :

Btudies conducted by the Bureau of Intelligence have repsatedly confirmed
the thesis that public endorsement of any program invelving sconcaie




restriction depends, in very large measure, upon a convictiom that it is
equitably administered. Americans have insisted overwhelmingly that all
phoses of the anti-inflation program be imposed in like fashion upon
groups and interssis throughout the coumtry.

Apparently, however, despite overwhalming approval of the principls of
rationing, there exists a widespread doubt as to the falrness and effici-
ency I.Ltrh which rationing programs are being adminisgtered. Only about
half of the sample interviewed in October indicated a balief that ration-
ing in general was affecting all peoples alike.

The Bureau asked: %At the present time, do you think a lot of people are
getting more than their share of the things that are rationed?®
387 sald "Yea"
2% said "No"
10% didn't kmow
There is, morecver, & great deal of askepticlsm about the application of
rationing programs which may be undertaken in the future. Half the public
thinks that scme .people will get more than their fair share of the scarce
articles.
"If we ration & lot more things, do you think there will
be much chiseling -- that is; people getting more than
their share of these things?"
Tes, chiseling 49%
Ko &3
Don't know B8

PRONIBITION SENTINENT

The congressional wote on Senator Lee's proposed assndeent to the bill ex-
tonding Selsctive Service to 18- and 19-year olds afforded a test of




prohibition strength in the United States. The issue, bedecked with
special moral considerations in comneotion with the nmﬁ of young
draftees, may have had a rather widespread appeal. But all available in-
dioces to public opinion support the bellef that national prohibition is
desired by only a minority in the United States today.

A Gallup poll, conducted in September on the issue of prohibition in gen-
eral, reported 38 per cent in faver and 62 per cent opposed. Reports re-
caived from 4B nationally distributed correspondents of the Bureau of

Intelligence support the Gallup findings.

The Bureau's correspondents reported on sentiment in their distriets res-
pecting the Lee amendment. Everywhere 1t was interpreted as an attempt to
resurrect prohibition. Ite connection with military problems was generally
regarded as incidental. Many, even among those sympathetic to prohibitiom,
_ resented the treatment of the issue as a mere rider to a draft bill. With
the possible exception of the "Bible belt," majority support for the pro-
posal was found in no portion of the country. '

Enowledge about the Lee amendment was confined to a minority of the Ameri-
can peoples. And even among these people, the division of opinion was es-
timated at roughly six to four against the proposal. Prohibitionist ef-
forts to mobilize group support for the measure were only partially
suceessful. A number of Baptist and Methodist officials gave it their
endorsement. 5o, naturally, did the WCTU and some Parent-Teacher Asscola-
tions. DBusinessmen's groups, on the other hand, were almost solidly op-
posed. Among church influences, the Homan Catholiecs were also against

the measure.




Sarn’cr:l.nu::‘h in fover of the Lee amendment was found largely among farmers,
but most industrial workers were opposed. People living in small rural

communities, particularly in the South and Southwest, were the strongest
supporters. The moat vigorous opposition was drawn from larger citiea,

particularly along the Esst and West coasts.

The prohibition issue has important informational implications because 1t
is potentially disruptive of national unity. Concentration on the war
effort may be impaired and serious domestic cleavages may develop if the
nation becomes embroiled in a bitter struggle over a subject so unrelated

to the war as liguor.

DEVELOPING SITUATIONS
HAKPOMER

Reports from field offices of the Bursau of Public Inguiry

Fi

indicate nationwide dissatisfaction with the handling of
the manpower problem. The country is said to be bewildered by contradie-
tory and acrimonious discussions of the subject on the part of publie

officials.

The widely proclaimed shortage of farm labor has been relieved by the re-
cent War Manpower Commission "freezing" of necessary workers oo the na-
tion's cattle, poultry and dairy farms. But if some similar actlon is

not taken with respect to other types of farming, farm publications and
leaders believe that sgricultural production will be gharply lower in

1943. GSome elty newspapers are alarmed snough to predioct a serious food
shortage. One influential group of papers is sgitating for the appointment




of a food administrator. Without the assurance of an adequate labor sup-
ply for next year, many farmers will tend to curtail production to an

amount they are sure they can handle.

Scattered reports from many points suggest the acutensss of the situation.
]-::-: Utah, it 1s feared that the 1943 wool-clip may drop as much as 40 per
cent, in large part because of the shortage of shespherders. MWisconsin
agricultural leaders predict a cut of as much as 25 or 30 per cent in that
state's farm production., Farm auctions are being held dally and many
deiry herds are being liquidated. In Indiana, a survey mads by a farm
publication revealed labor shortages in 67 of the state's 92 counties. In
New England, farm operators as well as farm laborers are being attracted to
nearby cities in large numbers by the high wages pald in war plants.

The tight labor situation is by no means confined to rural areas. Mining,
and in some areas war work, are reported to be falling behind because of
shortages of skilled workers. Innumerable small businessmen complain
that it is difficult to find help and voice resentment at the "outrage-

ously high" wages paid by war plants.

The tightness of the labor situation has given rise to a growing realisza-
tion that Selective Service is set up to meet the needs of the armed ser-
vices, rather than to give attention to the nation's total manpower
problem. Local boards give first consideration to the needs of tHe army,
Moreover, in small mitd.n, where everyone knows everyone else,
workers are often reluctant to ask for deferment because of the fear of

being regarded as draft dodgers.




The labor situation makes people even more critical than they might other-
wise be about the lack of clear-cut and consistent Selective Service poli-
cles governing the order in which people will be called. Numerous com-
plaints have been made about the uncertain status of married men. The
mlfudmﬂmwhmmahmthwhw
dn-nbtluhﬁt@wﬁqﬂhmnaﬁmm.mmhh-hit
worthwhile to switeh jobs. Employers hesitate to hire men whose draft
etatue 1s uncertain, knowing that if they are soon called up their train-
ing will have to be written off as a loss.

Dissatisfaction with the chaotic manpower situation has created a wide-
spread public demand for an over-all manpower authority, charged with oo-
ordinating the requirements of the armed services, war industries and
agriculture. Many newspapers and magazines also demand a laber draft.
u:iywurhrlmdthohhnrpnnnwtuﬁnluh-nhprmuhor

stricter Governmental control of manpower.

Workers believe that compulsory means of solving the manpower problem are
certain to bear down on them more heavily then on any one else. They are
afraid that their rights as workers and citizens may not be protected
when they are ghifted around from Job to job, and that the privileges
they renounce now may not be restored after the war. There is pome dis-
position, also, to question the need for Government allocation of man-
power at this time. They ask, "Why not close down on all non-essential
industry first?" ®Why not use all the Negro labor awvailable?" "™Why not
take up the unemployment slack in New York and other recession areas?"

A panel of correspondents of the Bureau of Intelligence made up largely
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of labor editors and social workers, together with some members of the
¢lergy and businessmen, agree that the following conditions must be met if
American workers are to be reconciled to manpower control:

. Equality of sacrifice —— limitation of high incomes

ndntuht:l.una.f-nqunt, as well as labor, in

the interest of efficlency.

2., An administrator in whom labor can trust —- Ernest
Bevin is frequently offered as a standard.

3. Labor representation in the administering agency.
4+ AFL and CIO0 endorsement of the manpower measure.

5. Protection of seniority rights, wage standards and
working conditions.

6. _ Assurance that the control is temporary.
7. Flexibility to permit adjustment of individual
problems.
Az 1n sll situations involving governmental regulation, the basie prere-
quisites to popular cooperation are, first, an understanding of the genu-
ine need for mction and, second, confidence that the action will be taken
fairly, firmly and efficiently.

The correspondents of the Bureau of Intelligence agree that, despite
doubts and fears, labor will acquiesce in manpower sontrol — provided Govern-

ment information satisfies it on these counts.

REALTH
Brrimhulthprnhhumlﬂainghunypuﬂ:ofthtamtryunn—
sult of the draining of doctors from eivilian life. Increases in communi-
eable diseases have already been noh& in & few places. In crowded communi-
ties, including important war production centers, it is feared that

L



epidemics may be experienced this wintar,

Field offices of the Pureau of Public Inquiry report that in numsrous com—
mmnities throughou! the country 1t is now difficult to securs medical care.
Mlabama, for example, has enly one dector for evary 2,900 people — half
the low wartise national -“mp. Many counties in Colorado have no doo-
tors, while others have too few. A Tecant survey in Indiana shows that B4
of the stata's 92 ucllnt.!.u cannot safely spare ancther physicisn. Fural
areas. in genaral, according to & report of the Eimu subcosmittes on
manpower, have been Iiﬂ!-!t atripped of their doctors.

A ih.nl'?‘-li of hospital facilities is also reported in many places. Phila-
delphis hospitals are badly over-crowdsd. Hospital faoilities around
Madison, Wisconsin, an important medical canter, are badly over-taxed.
Kansas City's large Municipal Hospital has been unable to adeit all the
patiente who hawve applied to it. In addition, the sanitation and publie
health facilities of scme war production cemters ars wholly insdequate to
swollen populations.

The shortage of doctora is one of the more disturbing aspssts of the gen-
sral manpower problem. Thers is widespread criticiss that the methods used
to obtain doctors for the armed forces disregard the needs of civilian 1ifs.
The uncertainty which surrounds the induction of dootors-is also criticized.
Rosentasnt 1s ocossionally voioed that skilled physicians are placed in
purely administrative jobs. And thare is suspleion that medical commissions
are granted on the basis of "pull % uth-rﬂ:mmm.uudnwhtlm.

Present conditions in many areas jecpardize the success of the war effort.




In additien to mp-nuna with nt-lt- and local authorities and the medieal
profession in the imt nf thuu conditions, s the Gowmmt might
profitably put ingreased informational emphasis on the special wartime im-
portance of -safeguarding health through common-sense home precautions.

mm:.y,' rui:rﬂiln needs mist be taken into account in the selectien of
doctors lm! nurau for the armed forces. Closer federal regulation, as a
part uf gmml mpanr allocation, may be necessary to secure effective
dls‘t.ribl.ltim of available ludlul faeilities. Above all, in this s A8 In
n'r-her mblu sltuations, th- public needs to be assured of the neces-
sity, equity and efficiency of whatever restrictions may be imposed.

FUEL QIL

Inadequate information in regard to the rationing of fuel oil has placed a
weapan in the hands of bitter cpponents of the Administration. They have
sought, in an atmosphere of publie ignorance about the facts, to report

the fuel rationing program as needless, unfair, incompetent and dictatorial.

Correspondence received by the Bureau of Intelligence from Middle Western
states indicates that the ground there is fertile for the spread of
rightecus indignation. Led by the Chicago Tribune, critics of the Govern-
ment have persuaded many people in this area that restrictions on their
consumption of fuel oil result from bureaucratic bungling.

According to the Tribune, "rationing has been fastened on

mwuwtmddﬂnmnmuhhm-rmph

around for the pure pleasure of exerting suthority. MNo

doubt the demands of Mayor La Guardia and other easterners

that their own discomforts be inflicted needlegely on others

..have been a factor. These fakers in Washington are going to
continue their bungling and their infliction of needless
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hardships until the pecple send representatives to the

capital who will insist on a restoratiom of sanity."
Pwnlninﬂhluqu,mnﬂutthniﬁrnuiﬂlihnﬂmw
pipe lines delivering to refineries in the metropolitan arsa, fail to
understand the need for applying fuel oil rationing to them. They have
not been adequately informed of the fact that other areas in the Middle
West — Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota and the Dakotas — must m‘l'hli.!
supplies of fuel oil from Chicago as & distribution poirt. The Triltame
has distorted the situation by telling them that the soarcity of tauk cars
can have no relation to their fuel oil problem.

Rationing of this particular commodity requires the most careful imfoii
mational baeckground. hﬁ--mntwﬁm—m,ﬂ- ;
application of fuel oil restrictions is puu:lul; supoeptible to charges,

not only of regional injustice, but also of individoal ipequities. Temants

in multiple housing wmits may be espeeially bitter; those whose landlords
ﬁﬂﬂhmvmmﬁnnuuhmlmh_'th..
Some private home owners who tried to convert but found the cost befyoed - -
their means, or discovered that there were priorities cn grates, way feel
victimized. m-umhrotnmmum:ﬂmud_
mmmmumnmummmmm_rmmuh!
ﬂmm,umnﬁum,ﬂﬁqhﬂmmﬂhﬁhi
the warmming go unobserved.

As temperatures drop and oil supplies dwindle, there is likely to be a
rising fever of resentment against fusl oil uﬂm, eapeolally among
mid-Westerners. Divisionist influences can be counted upen to aggravate
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this fever. It can be counteracted only by vigorous informational
measures designed to make people aware of the realities behind the hard-
ships they may ce called upon to endure. y

RUBBER

Ln{IHIﬂlaiumnmin;thuIdhﬂn'Punhlﬂuﬂmmmm-
cluding statement: ™Mo motorists OPA offers the assurance that if the
nation's 27,000,000 car-owners join promptly in the plan and other factors
work out as scheduled, it is believed there will be 'Tires for All' who
drive on essential business under a democratic, lhlﬂ-md-lhth—nnh

ration system."

fhile this statement had special reference to exleting tires and therefors
did not specifically involve new rubber, it is noteworthy that rubber in

its chlorinated, crude, latex, reclaimed and eynthetic forms 1s classified
by the Conservation MMvision of WPB among "materials of which the supplies

are inadequate for war and most essential uses.m

Since the word "essential" means all things to all men and has no defini-
tion other than that given to it by administrative action in WPB, ‘this
statement led Mr. Jeffers to emphasize that "Under any sat of foreseeable
circumstances rigid conservation of rubber by mr;r car driver ie an abso-

lute and vital necessity."
£

Such occasions might be avoided by a uniform rule requiring all statements
of supply to be in the form, "All non-essentials must be cut out," inatead
of, "There is enough for all essentials."”

-




ENEMY PROPAGANDA
DEVALUATION OF ANERICA

Last week the Kazis gave the United States increased at-

tention in their short-wave broadcasts. This week

America is in the spotlight of German domestic propaganda. Evidently, to
relieve apprehension among the German people over increasing American par-
ticipation in the war, the Nazis are making an all-out effort to disparage

imerica's strength.

To reassure Germans that the United States is weak militarily, exaggerated
claims are made about America's losses of men and ships in the Solomon Is-
lands. General Eisenhower is alleged to have confirmed the sinking of
three American troop transports bound for Britain. American merchant ship-
ping disasters are presented to the German pecple a8 enormous. Elmer
Davie' warning that the United States may experience shattering defeats is
gquoted out of ocontaxt.

The United States is pictured as being in bitter conflict with Britain over
such issues as India, Afrieca, war debts, and relative contributions to the
war. Mre. Roosevelt's visit to England is interpreted as an attempt to
reduce Anglo-American temsion.

[n his yeekly palitical review, Fritz Theil uses Mr. Rooseveli's change of
quota figures to prove that American production goals cannot be met, and
edds the claim that American armaments are of poor gquality. Theil con-
trasts "American failures" with the achievements and quality of European
armament production. Washingtom is pictured as full of inefficient offi-

clals and competing agencies.



BRITAIN

Nazi propaganda is also concermed with reassuring the German pecple about
Germany's strength vis-a-vis England. Goebbels makes a lm attempt
to turn England's "Time is on our side" theme against her. In three years
of war, he argues, Britain has "lost strength and vitality," while Germany
has conguered valuable territory whose exploitation can spell victory.

Germany continues to fume about Anglo-American atrocities. This u-pl:la:.
probably has a mumber of cbjectives. Goebbels wants to bolster his argu-
ment that if the Germans lose the war, they will be destroybd. He may be
under the necessity of deflecting popular resentment about the sucoessful
air raids on Germany from the Hazi Government to the British and the Ameri-

cang. Finally, he may pe paving the way for some retaliamtory move.

SSHORT-WAVE BROADCASTS

Germany's foreign propaganda this past week attempts to correct the slip
Goering made when he talked about Germany's priority on Burope's food sup-
ply. The line taken is that German economic recrganization hf.l‘m only
strengthened Germany but has materially benefitted all ofr-h'npl. Gar-

many's strength and benevolence ars stressad.

Two themes dominate Home's short-wave broadeasts: (1) denials of an
Italian-German rift and of weak Italian morale; and (2) demuneciation of

the "barbarism” of the British air raiders.
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