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EDITORIAL ATTITUDES
LIQUIDAT 10N

Admiral Darlan's death shocked scmewhat more than it saddensd the American
press. Commentators were less interested in the loss than in the legacy.

The very headlines amnouncing Darlan's death were full of promise. Thay
forecast an end to the perplexities and dissensions created by his leader—
ship in North Africa and heralded a fresh vitality in French collaboration
with the United Nations. It was commonly assumed that General Giraud would
succeed the Admiral and would secure the cooperation of General de Gaulle.

The commentators, of cowrse, left no doubt that they disapproved of assassi-
nation as a political instrument. The Daily Oklahoman was perhaps the most
explicit on this score: "Whether good or evil comes from the murder of the
French admiral we do not undertake to predict. It may be that the removal
of the man who has played fast and loose with the Nazi will be a real con-
tribution %o tie cause of freedom... But we do know that we prefer the
imerican system. We like it better when an unsatisfactory public official
is defeated for re-election or when one who has pleased the people is re—

turned to office. We prefer the democratie process.®

Most others, although they too deplored murder in high pllﬁuf_ were by no

means blind to antieipated benefits. The St. Louis Post-Dispatch said
delicately: "While regretting this viclent end of a new ally, it would be
unrealistic not to see that an opportunity now is open for ending the ugly
dispute that had whirled about Darlan's head and threatened to bring disunity
both in this country and abroad.® The Birmingham Age-Herald felt that Mpossibly
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nothing could serve as well to reunite the French."

There were some more or less perfunctory tributes to the deceased. The
Indianapolis News, for example, remembered that "the position he took in
North Africa saved the lives of thousands of American fighting men. And
when he fell he was doing his utmost to help bring about the defeat of
Hitler and Mussolini." A few analysts were fearful that civil strife might
develop and French cluﬁgn be widened. Only ane or two were indecorous
enough to express outright sympathy or praise for the assassin. “Darlan is
dead," said Johannes Steel, "Long live Francel"

There was huge satisfaction with the choice of General Giraud to succeed
the Admiral. Most observers had hoped for this development in advance.
When it was announced, they were unanimously optimistic about its possi-
bilities. The Baltimore Sun, in a representative editorial, declared that
POeneral Giraud's election as Admiral Darlan's successor brings affairs in
French North Africa back into conformity with the original American plan...
Now, with Darlan assassinated, the French command reverts to the man with
whom our forges hoped to work in the first instance. This time, however,
General Giraud wfll be in a more favorable position than he was when he
first arrived in Algeria... The latter's elevation to the leadership in
North Africa cpens the way for a healing of the breach between the two French

factions,®

Despite such satisfaction with the new situation, there was little tendency
among comsentators to blame the Administration for its earlier decision to
do business with Darlan. But the anxieties and misgivings created by the
arrangement were sharply revealed through the relief expressed at its
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fuddm termination. Almost to a man, the commentators seem to feel better
about the situation today —- seem to feel that it has been providentially
cleansed and clarified.

EUTURE

The new year seems roseate to most of the men who interpret events for radio
and the press. They have achieved, partly through the clarification of af-
fairs in North Africa and partly through the tondc of military gains, a
fresh sense of direction and of unity with our allies.

i

The characteristic expression of this feeling is found in the common asse -
ticn that the United Hations are at last genuinely on the march, with a full-
forged offensive plan for victory. Reviewing the various sectors of the

war and the parts played upon them by the allies, the Atlanca Constitution
concluded: ™All are doing magnificently. The initiative in this global

war has passed into the hands of the United Nations ... It is teamwork.

It is the cooperation of all the Allies, one and all of tnem, in the open-
ing phases of the relentless attack which is going to smash Axis military
and naval might into helpless pulp."

The prime source of this high confidence was the mounting power of the
Russian offensive. Ceomparing this winter's campaign with that conducted
by the Red army last year, editors were prone to point out that Hitler is
now engaged on two fronts. Most of them seemed convinced that the Russian
advances amount to something more than a tactical readjustment of positions
and constitute a real cracking of Nazi strength.

The assurance with which commentaters face the New Year manifested itself
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also in renewed discussion of post-war problems, The subject no longer
seens wholly academic., Vice-President Wallace's latest address received
widespread attention — most of it warmly favorable. The future, apparently,
1s beginning to assume shape, imminence and reality.

RATIONING

Press and radio seem generally determined to promote the success of the
point rationing system for canned, dried and frozen foods. They wera in
substantial agreement as to the need for such a program and as to the
patriotic obligation of all citisens to cooperate in making it effective.

For the most part, the Davis-Wickard broadcast amnouncing the rationing
plan was called "a good job." "Thu reasons given for the rationing," said
the New York Herald Tribune, "were completely understandable." A number of
commentators, however, expressed some fear that announcement of the program
so far in advance of application would encourage panic buying. They ex-
horted their readers to self-discipline and depicted hoarding as downright

treason.

Comment on the point system to be used in the ratiening program was almost
wholly favorable, with a mmber of papers devoting editorial space and em=—
phasis to careful explanations.

KEWS NOTE
Certain discrepancies occurred in newspaper accounts of early reactions to
the ammowmcement of point rationing. The following headlines appeared in

¥ew York Oity newspapers of Monday afterncon, December 28, and Tuesday
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morning, December 29;

NO RUSH AT STORES TO BUY TINNED FOOD BEFORE RATIONING —- New York Times

DEALERS FEAR STAMPEDE FOR CANNED FOODS... MINOR RUSH BEGUN HERE AND
IN CHICAGO == New York Herald Tribuna

GROCERS CHECK RUSH OF HOARDING — New York Fost
CGROCERS MOVE TO BALK HOARDING — New York Journal American
CAHHEPOG)SHUEHISDH; STGRHHFLICIHRITIEIH—MInrleﬂyHBH

Nothing is more likely to stimulate hoarding than the notion that other people

are practicing it.

DEVELOPING SITUATIONS

£000 RATIONING

Recent reports of Bureau of Intelligence correspondents on public reactions
to foed rationing suggest that the comprehensive program just announced may
encounter strong resistance. Not that pecple reject the principle of food
rationing. They are more likely to complain about the delay in introducing
a well-rounded program. Yet, at the same time that they accept the need
for rationing, they are prone to blame the actual occurrence of shortages
on "government bungling® — on failure to handle the total problem of food

supply with foresight and efficiency.

According to the correspondents, the American people approve of rationing
as a fair and businesslike way of distributing scarce commodities. But at
the same time they are inclined to feel that ratlioning might have been
avoided — or might be less stringent — if the Government had faced the
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over-all foed situation with more competence and courage. The tardiness
with which it approached the problem, they argue, has been partly responsi-
ble for the occurrence of shortages.

The reports of the Bureau's correspondents may give an exaggerated impression
of *he extent of public dissatisfacticn with rationing. The correspondenta
tend to report complaints rather than to give an objective, over-all appraisal
of public sentiment. A disproportionate number of them are well-to—do and
unsympathetic to the Administration. But many of them are in an excellent
position to observe people's reactions, and their views are indicative of
Prevailing sentiment among an articulate and influential segment of the public.

Rural people are inclined to ascribe impenaing snortages to the failure of
the Government to treat the farmer more sympathetically. They expect less
food to be produced in 1943 because of labor difficulties, shortages of
farm machinery and the lack of price incentives to grow more of certain

needed products.

Urban people think of shortages in terms of the avallability of food on
grocers' shelves. They blame the present difficulty in getting certain food-
stuffs on 4he delay in introducing rationing and on advance announcement of
programs once they are decided upon. One correspondent writes bitterly:

"At the moment, food rationing, or more carrectly,

the lack of it, has caused unusual panicky, reck-

less, misdirected actions on the part of merchants

and consumers... Since it has become obvious to
everyone that rationing only comes about after a
shortage or potential shortage is in the offing and
when public pressure forces it, and is not based on

a solid evaluation of the total problem to be faced...
the almost universal attitude is, 'Grab it, boys and
girls — you don't lmow what the hell they'll do next.'m
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to rage in many parts of the country. They are denounced as open invita-
tlons to hoard. However, resentment on this score may be lessened in the
case of the present program because of Elmer Davis' careful explanation of
the need for disclosing the Govermment's plans. His explanation has re-

ceived widespread favorable comment in the press.

The Bureau's c.nrraapuzﬂmt.c believe that the job of "selling" the need for
food rationing has been badly bungled. In a general way, they say, people
understand che reasons for rationing well enough. Yet, at the same time,
they entertain the contradictory idea that this country has plenty of every
thing, and they are naturally reluctant to*make any sacrifice which isn't
absolutely necessary. Confusing or contradictery explanations, announce-
ments which den't quite jibe, give them a convenient excuse for denying the
need for particular programs. And, the correspondents maintain, there ha:
bean plenty of confusion. "First they say we don't have enough butter,
next day they say there's plenty — and the day after that it's frogen!®

Explanations must be complete, consigtent and convincing, the correspondents
urge. They must cover not only the need for rationing but the cmt.;.m
between saving food and beating the Axis. They must present rationing not
as something imposed from above, but as an opportunity for all the peocpla

to participate in winning the peopls's war.

To be effective, the correspondents insist, the explanations have to be re-
peated many times. One man writes, "It isn't enough to say these things
once. You have to hammer it in, over and over again.”



KANPOWER SHORTAGES AND lﬂﬂ'_}'ff 15M

labor editors among the regular correspondents of the Bureau of Intelli-
gence have very definite ideas about two.of the most pressing manpower
problems — labor shortages and absenteeism, They believe that both problems
are largely local in character, that they tend to occur in conjunction, and
that they can be conquered if Govermment, management and labor cooperate.

The diagnoses of the editors are notably similar, and probably reflect the

views of many workers.

The editors all feel that with better planning the manpower shortage might
have been avoided or alleviated. The continued existence of large labor
reserves in some centers, such as New York City, proves, they maintain,
that war orders have not been distributed wisely. Mistaken policies of
draft deferment are alsc held to be responsible for the shortages of war

workers and farm laborers now experlenced in some localities.

Four other causes of the present tight manpower situatlion are mentioned:
the hoarding of personnel by management; inadequate housing facilities;
failure to utilize all available employables, especially women; and anti-
union employment practices. A St. Louls editor writes bitterly about the
hiring policy of some of the firms in that city, which employ non-union
applicants and rural transients in preference to union members. He reports
that in late November, 10,000 of the 25,000 members of the St. Louis Build-
ing Trades Council (AFL) were unemployed. Many.of these men possess skills
which could readily be converted to war work.

The three basic causes of absenteeism, the labor editors feel, are (1) a

==
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lack of concern about the war; (2) adverse working conditions; and (3) un-
satisfactory living conditions. The workers most prone to knock off a day
now and then are those who don't appreciate the seriousness of the war :er
those whose spirit has been eroded by the grind at the plant and the lack

of satisfactory housing and recreation.

The editors insist that many of the more irresponsible workers simply "don't
understand what the war is all about." They regard ﬂlli‘rlporlmll pleasure
as more important than regular attendance at work because they don't grasp
the issues and purposes of the war, or visualize the consequences of an

Axis triumph. Sometimes they fail to perceive the connection between the

work they are doing and victory on the fighting fronts.

The seven-day week, the editors feel, inevitably leads to extensive absen-
teelsm. It was pointed out that some men work long enough to collect over-
time for the seventh consecutive day, then take some time off. Others
value an occasional day of rest so highly that they take it even when it
means the loss of premium pay. An excessively long work week results in
strain, irritability and reduced efficiency. Some workérs resort to a
day's "binge" for relief. Or, they actually get sick after a 'lhﬂe._ 1
health was mentioned with surprising frequency as an important cause of

absenteeism.

The labor editors blame many of the working conditions responsible for ab-
senteeisnm squarely upon management. These include not only injudicious
time and overtime arrangements, but also lack of standardization of pay
and working conditions, and neglect of workers' health and welfare,

-9 =



Management is also blamed for permitting material shortages to oceur and
for occasionally hoarding manpower. Whenever work slows down for either

of these reasong, the editors say the absence rate shoots up, The need

to "boondoggle" lowers workers' spirit. Some workers take time off in
disgust, "so as not to draw pay for polishing tools." On the other hand,
when plants are operating at top speed, unqualified or harassed super-
visore pay exert their authority in a way which arcuses workers' resentment.

The editors fully recognize the extent to which unsatisfactory living
conditions also lead to absenteeism, They point out that in many boom
areas valuable work hours have to be used to find a place to live, Where
men can't find local quarters for their families, they-are likely to take
time off to vielt them over the week-end and return late to work. Or,
lenely and without access to wholesome forms of recreation, they may resort

to drinking and sprees — then have to take time out to recover. .

Special measures will be necessary, the editors feel, to reduce the high
incidence of absenteeism among women war workers, Their attendance, like
men's, may be expected to improve as plant and community problems are at-
tacked and educational programs are undertaken to bring workers into
closer identification with the nation's war effort. In addition, however,
a number of the editors maintain that it will be necessary to allow women
a certain amount of time, on a regular basis, to attend to shopping and
home affairs. All agree on the importance of making provision for the
day care of young children.



HANPOWER STABILIZATION IN DETROIT

660,000 DETROIT JOBS FROZEN
= Detroit News, December 10

WMC MAY CALL ON ARMY TO ENFORCE JOB FREEZING
— Detrolt Free Fress, December 11
Because of headlines like unese, the manpower stabilization plan got off
to a bad start in Detroit. Many workers had the impression that in some
way or other the plan "froge" them in their jobs, Resentment was not
strong, but the misconception intensified the normal resistance a new and

complicated arrangement is likely to encounter,

A field survey in the Detrolt area revealed widespread ignorance, as well
as misunderstanding, about the new set-up, Few rank and file workers even
knew what was meant when it was referred to as "the manpower stabilization
plan" or "the manpower plan." They understood only when it was called

"the freeze.,"

Ignorance and misconceptions about the new arrangement may do more than
ruffle tempers in an area not hitherto noted for smooth labor relations.
They may actually interfere with the success of the stabilization plan.

Cne of its purposes was to facilitate transfers which will lead to more
efficient utilization of Detroit's manpower; it sets up machinery by which
such transfers may be handled. But the machinery will lie idle if m:-rkm.
are unfamiliar with it, Foremen may exploit the prevailing misunderstanding
in various ways to force men to stay on their jobs. Finally, misunder-
standing may operate as a brake on transfers from non-essential to essential

work, 'Why," workers may reason, "should I transfer to a war plant when



I'11 be frozen on my job? I'd better stay right where I am,"

The UAW-CIO and organized labor in general wholeheartedly support the new
plan, The plan, in fact, represents an agreement reached locally by
representatives of management and labor, although erroneously depicted by
Time as an order imposed by Paul McNutt from Washington, Labor's
endorsement of the plan makes it likely that sooner or later an educational
program will be undertaken to explain its provisions to the rank and file,

At present, however, labor appears to underestimate the s_iza of the educa-
tional jJob which needs to be done. A meeting was called to explain the
agreement to 1500 shop stewards and local officers of the AW, but no
clear cut instructions were given them for axplaining the stabilization
plan in shops and locals. As of the middle of December, the plan was

not even being put on the agenda of most local meetings.

Lack of familiarity with the plan inevitably heightens workers' doubts
about its practicability. Some of the men interviewed in Detroit, who
were only casually acquainted with the plan, were afraid that it might be

slow and cumbersome in operation,

They emphasized the need for the review machinery, in particular, to be
rapid and efficient. The prevailing opinion was that the plan would
fail 1f it were "as slow in operation as the WLB" — which some workers

accuse of being on a sit-down strike,

Not only in Detroit but wherever a manpower stabilization plan is put
inte effect, the desirability of giving workers full information about it
is apparent. FRadio and the press, and their omn publications and
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gatherings, should all be utilised. Educational programs will probably be
most effective LI they are begun even before Plans are formally announced,

MISGIVINGS

A number of the Bureau's regular correspondents have reported recently that
public confidence in the stated war aims of the United Nations has been
somewhat beclouded by two events — the British Prime Minister's assertion
that he dees not intend to preside over the ligquidation of the British
Empire and the American military expedient of doing business with Darlan,

The two subjects were mentiocned spontanecusly by widely scattered cor-

respondents in response to a general Bureau request for views on poat-

war problems,

According to these reports, Mr. Churchill's statement was interpreted by
many Americans as a resurgence of old-fashioned British imperialism, It
is said to have reawakened distrust of British purposes and to have raised
serious doubts as to the aclution of basic economic and political proulems,
Idealists seem to have suffered a good deal of discouragement.

The prevailing response to the Darlan arrangement, according to the cor-
respondents, appears to have been a loyal, though not wholly successful,
effort to accept the justification of military expedience and to hope

that it will turn out all right., People sympathetic to the Admindstration
tend to express faith in its motives and to say, "There must be more here
than meets the eye." But even some of these, according to the correspondents,
are fearful about the consequences of any sort of compromise with principles,

One letter says they are asking, "Will this war end like the last one? Why
K
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should we fight if idealism is thrown away?" And a number of others re-
vealed their uneasiness by expressing the hope that the deal with Darlan

would not last for long.

fne correspondent noted that such misgivings were voiced largely by

educated persons. Another suggested that full approval of the official
treatment of Darlan was expressed mainly by those whose attitude toward .
post-war problems is narrowly nationalistic. "Reacticnaries" were en-
couraged by "proof that we are real politicians after all — fighting

for our own interests, not for Wilsonian ideals." Some who fear Russia

toock reassurance from our friendliness to Vichy: "This proves that our
alliance with Russia is not so ideclogical as we feared, but opportunistic

just as in the case of Darlan,"

The Bureau's correspondents are neither sufficiently representative nor
sufficiently objective to warrant generalizations about popular sentiment.
Their reports may be said to indicate, nevertheless, that in the minds of a
good many Americans imperialism and opportunism do not mix comfortably

with idealism.

MILEAGE RATIONING

Publiec appreciation of the need for nltd.f:m'idu mileage rationing, particularly
in the areas recently subjected to its restrictions, appears to have in-
creased significantly since the inauguration of the program. A great many
Americans, however, remain unconvinced either as to the seriocusness of the
rubber shortage or as to the effectiveness of gasoline rationing as a

means of rubber conservation.



In November, just before nationwide mileage rationing was instituted, the
Bureau of Intelligence conducted a survey in four midwestern cities —-
Indianapolis, Detroit, St. Louis and Cleveland. In Indianapolis and
Detroit, acceptance of the need for gas rationing was much lower than in
the two other communities — apparently as the result of an ocrganized
campaign to bring about a 90-day postponement of the rationing program,
‘Interviewing was conducted again in these four cities during necu;be:- and
additional surveys were made in Oklahoma, Texas and California, as well

as throughout the nation as a whols.

Awareness of the rubber shortage has increased — especlally in the two
cities, Indianapolis and Detrolt, where anti-rationing propaganda had
created the most serious doubts as to its reality in November. In the
major oll producing states there 1s stlill, apparently, a pronounced
tendency to deny the existence of a rubber problem:

DO YOU THINK THERE IS A SERIOUS RUBBER SHORTACE NOW?
answering "Yes"

OV e Dec.,
National Sample R e
. 0ld rationed area 65% ‘The
New rationed area &l 67
Indianapolis and Oreensburg (Ind.) Lo 58
Detroit 57 n
St. Louis 50 57
Cleveland &5 &8
Oklahoma, Texas, California — 52

Similarly, there has been a decrease in the mumber of people who deny the
necessity of natiorwide rationing. Sentiment on this score has improved
markedly in Indianapolis and Detroit and, indeed, throughout the whole of
the country newly brought within the rationing program. Again, the most
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marked hostility appears in the states where gasoline is most plentiful.

DO YOU THINK CASOLINE RATIONING THROUGHOUT THE NATION

I5 NECESSARY?
E answering "No"
OV .
National Sample
0ld rationed area 222 L3
New rationed area L2 26
Indianapolis and Greensburg 62 5
Detroit 58 36
5t, Louis 36 n
Cleveland 23 24
Oklahoma, Texas, California ik L0

Answers to an additiénal question posed to all of the samples in December
indicates that Covermment handling of mileage rationing met with considerably
more criticism in the old rationed area than in the rest of the country.

DO TOU THINKE THE GOVERNMENT HAS HANDLED GASOLINE RATTION-
‘ING VERY WELL, ONLY FAIRLY WELL OR POORLY?

: Fairly Well
Very well or Poorly No answer

National Sample ;

0ld rationed area 5% 57% 8%

New rationed area 5l - 37 9
Indianapolis and Greensburg 38 52 10
Detroit 36 56 8
St, Louis Lé L3 11
Cleveland 57 31 12
Oklahoma, Texas, California 51 Lo 9

Paople who answered "fairly well" or "poorly" to this question were asked
to give specific criticisms respecting management of the program. In the
old rationed area, there were frequent complaints regarding the distri-
bution and allotment of gasoline and a feeling that the East should not
have been the only area to suffer; apparently this sort of resentment was
largely responsible for the higher dissatisfaction in the area which had
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the greatest experience with rationing,

WﬂllllithﬂhlblH!IdlhblﬂhﬂpIIml"imtﬂﬂﬂm the
public appears to approach it with a good deal of faith in the Govermment's
ability to administer the program effectively. Where the program has been
experienced, however, a certain amount of disillusionment seems to have set
in, Perhaps the inconveniences involved proved greater than expacted;
possibly expressed readiness for sacrifice was more emotional than real,

The relationship between rubber and gasocline is still not fully appreciated,
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A description of tha techniques used ¢
i developing a set of inatructions
for War Ration Bock No. 2 to meet

the problem of cbtalning maximum
public understanding.

Compilation of people's reactions to
the whole problem of food raticning,
their satisfaction or dissatisfaction
with ite present handling, their
general acceptance of the plan, (Re-
ported in Intelligence Beport ;ﬁ

Aralyeis of press treatment of thu
subject of gasoline rationing in.four
specific areas with a view to compar-
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vhole program of gasoline rationing
during thie pericd. (Reported in
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1. A report on the shipbuilding industry, dealing with labor attitudes and

the causes of ebsentesism.
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Shannon, Room 5427, Soclal Security Building, or by telerhons to
extension 71248 (Nationel War Agencies)., Where extra copies are
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EDITORIAL ATTITUDES

PRESCRIPTION FOR CONGRESS

Edltors have become somewhat uneasy about the Intentions of the new
Congress they helped to elect, They want the Legislature, rather than

the Executive, at the helm of the ship of state, But they do not want

to see the ship wrecked agaln on the rocks of Isolationlsm,

As members of the 78th Congress gathered at Washington, news pages
blossomed with think-pieces predicting that a coalitlon of Republicans
and conservative southern Democrats would wrest control of natlonal
affalrs from Presldent Roosevelt, Congressional Investigations of New
Deal programs and pollcies were forecast, Leading New Dealers, It was

prophesied, would be called up on the congresslonal carpet,

within limits, this sort of heckling seems entirely agreeable to the
press, Many newspapers reasoned, as did the Kansas City 5tar, that "This
new Congress |s golng to Washington with the opportunity and duty of re—
establishing a badly deturbe.d balance In natlonal government. It will
have the opportunity of re-establishing popular respect for the legis-

latlve branch of that government,"

The phases of Government pollcy which commentators most frequently pre-
scribed for congressional action were fisca| affalrs and regulation of
labor, The press, during the last week, vehemently renewed Its demand
for modified taxatlon. The Ruml plan, or some varlation on the pay-as-
you-go theme, came In for a fresh round of applause,

Governmental expendlitures and the slze of the federal bureaucracy were
set forth by numerous commentators as fIt subjects for congressional
pruning. Senator Byrd's strictures on extravagance were roundly en—
dorsed, The press looks forward rather gleefully te a stringent con-
gressional audit of all Government outlays,



Much editorial comment also urged a congressional crack-=down on labor
and a general overthrow of the Administration's "pro-laber" pollcy.
The Cleveland Plaln Dealer charged that the Adminlstration has "held
out conslstently agalnst any leglslation restricting the rights of
organized |abor... and desplte the [lp service |t has pald to over-all
wage celllngs [ts agenclies flind excuses almost dally for autherlizing

wage [ncreases,"

There was some fear, however, that the new Congress might go too far
along these desired |ines, The Scrlpps-Howard papers declared: "Some
members wil| seek not merely to correct the errors and excesses of an
executlve branch too long and too strongly dominant, but to deprive
the Presldent of necessary powers, Others will want not merely to
correct the errors and excesses of organized labor, but to hamstring
unlfons; to destroy price controls and risk disastrous Inflation In the
name of helplng the farmer; to make political capliial out of public
dissatisfactlion with flaws In the administration of assential ration-

ing programs; to encourage public reslstance to necessary sacriflices.n

Thera was even greater fear that the Congress might not conflne Its
oppositien to the domestle domain. Warning agalnst congressional
abridgement of the recliprocal trade ngrnment.s program, the Baltimore
Sun polfnted out that "We shall have need for Instrumentalities of thls
kind In the post-war world, for when hostllltles cease and the work of
reconstruction begins, It will be necessary to provide for the full-

est possible exchange of goods and services between the natlons,"

Considerable apprehension was aroused by rumors that Yisolationlsts?

In the new Congress mlight attempt to overthrow the President's lend-

lease powers, which explire [n June. "Lend-lease," warned the Phlja- '
delphia Record, "is one of the major weapons counted upon to fortify

the peace, as wel| as win the war."

The prevalling feeling among editorial cdmmentators appears to be a
desire to have the Presldent checked — but not to have him checkmated,



WHITE PAPER

The State Department's White Paper was recelved with a puzzled shak-
Ing of edltorial heads, Almost all commentators agresd that [t made
the Pgar| Harbor dlsaster seem more mysterious than ever. As the
Christian Science Monltor put it, "The White Paper does not explaln
Pear! Harbor., |f anything, It makes that disaster |ess comprehensible,
especlally for Americans who supposed that thelr |eaders did not cal-
culate on a Japanese attack so far from Japanese bases and at so

strong & polint as Pear| Harbor,"

There was some division of oplnion among the commentators over the
extent to which the White Paper vindicated State Department pollcy.
Some felt that the document proved that our diplomats had adequately
warned our soldlers, Others argued, on the other hand, that [t re-
vealed only a clumsy Inablllty to understand the plain Implicat.ons
of Axls behavior. Almost all were perplexed by Amerlcan unprepared-

ness In the face of such abundant Informatlon about enemy intentlons.

PROPHECIES

Commentators were Inclined to chlide Admiral Halsey for tempting fate
by the outright prediction of victory In |943 which he made last week.
The BaltImore Sun uhsurud,;'!.'l! sorts of people have been making all
sorts of predictions eyer uT;ce the war began, Now and then one Is
juatlflad by the event; but the characteristlc feature of prophecy In
general, with regard to thls war, has been Its prevalling Inaccuracy."

The prevalllng judgment was that the American publlc [acks the stamina
to withstand good news., As the S5t, Louls Post-Dispateh put It, "With
many cltlzens, such ‘words will Inevitably have an effect just the op-
posite of that on the distant flghting men, eager to get back to thelr
homes. These confused cltizens wil| ask themselves why, If the war
will be won so socon, must they deprive themse|ves of things they have
always had — why ratloning, why discomforts, why war bonds, why the
Victory tax. The entlre war effort can be seriously jeopardized ana



the war Itself prolonged |f any such attltude becomes wlidespread,”

But though they decried offlclal optimism as a tonic for the publle,
the commentators were patently optimistic themselves, They |lstened
to the recent speeches by Germany's Hitler and Japan's Tejo and found
them, on the whole, very good for our side, Edwlin L. James, writing
In the New York Times, sald of Hitler that "his bombastic declaration
of Friday was entlrely lacklng In dlgnity; It Is an allbl, followed by
a fesble promlse of eventual victory made at a tIime when the Russlan
armies were Infllcting a heavy defeat on hls armies In the East and
while an African second front was growing In power and potentlallty."”

General Tojo's address was treated somewhat more cautlous|y. Commenta-
tors took up the General?s assertlon that the "rea| war Is starting
from now on." Some sald thls Indlcated that the Japanese would hence-
forth be on the defensive, Such Interpretations were frequentl|y ac-
companled, however, by cautions similar to that expressed In the
Loulsvllle Courler Journal: "The Japs will npt surrender.,. they must
be exterminated... There Is [Ittle reason for the hopeful view that

the end of the conflict Is In slght. It has hardly begun,"

Although most newspapers expected 1943 to be a year of allled offen—
slves and seemed extremely hopefu| about thelr outcome, thay were
careful to avold predlcting victory within the year's span. They
consclentiously cautloned thelr readers agalnst overconfldence,

whlle themselves exuding It In almost every paragraph.

POPULAR REACTIONS

SIZE OF THE ARNY

The publlic, as a whole, Is not well Informed elther as to the current
size of the United States Army or as to the rate at which Its expansion

is planped during the next year., These conclusions emerge from the



interviewing of a natlonal sample in late October and early November
within a fortnight after statements by Secretary Stimson and General
Marshall out!lning the Army's present and projected size.

The slze of the Army on October |4, as annocunced by Secretary Stimson,
-

was 4,250,000, Only about one=fifth of the public was able to estl-

mate Its numbers with any accuracy. Two-flfths were unwllllng to

hazard even & guess,

ABOUT HOW MANY MEN DO YOU THINK THERE ARE IN OUR
ARMY NOW? JUST YOUR BEST GUESS. [

Luu than 3,000,000 0%
000 to less thnn 4,000,000 19

ﬁl:lﬂ Clﬂf.'l to 4,250,000 13
uv.r 4 280,000 and’ less than 5,000,000 B
5,000, l|5}II.'.i-I:I nnd aver I7
bontt’ know 42

There was egqual uncertalnty concerning the projected size of the Army
for 1943, Secretary Stimson had announced a figure of 7,500,000 to
be reached by the end of tﬁa~yenr. One=f|fth of the people Inter—
vlewed antlcipated an Army of 10,000,000 or more. And, again, nearly
two-T1fths were unable to offer any estimate.

FROM WHAT YOU H VE HEARD, ABOUT HOW LARGE AN ARMY
WOULD YOU SAY WE ARE NOW PLANNING TO BUILD BY THE
END OF 19437

] L]
Less than 7,000,000 1% ' '
7,000, 000 to less than 7 500,000 13
7 EGD.'DDCI' to less than B GDD Uﬂﬂ 12
8,000,000 to less than IE}I EII a
15,000,000 and over 19
Don't know 37

MANPOWER MOBILIZATION

The public appears to be thinking In terms of a large Army, but It 1s
even more keenly aware of the need for maintaining a labor force ade—
gquate to Amerlca's role as the "arsenal of democracy." As previous—
ly reported In these pages, the public Is more prone to favor expan-
slon of the |labor force than to favor expansion of the Army at thls

time,

e



GRANT|NG THAT BOTH OF THESE THINGS ARE IMPORTANT,
WHICH ONE 1S T IMPORTANT FOR US TO DO

m — |NCREA E S1ZE OF OUR ARMED FORCES OR
REASE THE NUMBER OF WORKERS IN WAR JOBS?

increase slze of armed forces 22%
Increase n?mb?r of wu:kiru ;g

Both equally Importan

Don't anow . X 13

SentIment for expanding the labor force, even at the expense of the
armed services, was particularly strong among those who were dis=
satisfled with the progress of productlon. Among people who felt
that our war productlon program was proceeding "only falriy well"
or "poorly™, 47 per cent consldered It more Important to Increase
the number of war workers than to bulld up the Army. only 37 per
eent of those who believed production to be proceeding "very wel "

made a similar cholce.

A Gallup Poll conducted In December Indlicates that about two-f|fths
of the publlc now thinks "there Is a shortage of workers In war plants
in this country." More than half of the publlc seems disposed to

support drastie governfental allocation cof the avallable manpower

supplys:

DO YOU FAVOR OR OPPOSE GIVING THE GOVERNMENT THE

RIGHT TO TELL ﬂii'ﬂﬂl(‘f_ﬂﬁ "'WHERE TO WORK AND AT WHAT
JOBS? (Gallup Poll, December)
Favor ! 56%
Oppose £ 1]
Don't know 9

about a third of the public, however, bel|leves that the Government
already has authorlty to undertake this sort of manpower allocation,
DO YOU THINK THE GOVERNMENT HAS THE RIGHT AT THE
PRESENT TIME TO REQUIRE A PERSON TO TAKE ANY JOB
ANY PLACE IN THE COUNTRY? (Gallup Poll, December)
Yes 32%
No 49
Don't know e

Consldered together, these findIngs suggest consliderable popular




receptivity to some over-all plan for the federal mobillzatlon of
manpower, Any specific natlonal service act would, of course, en-
counter opposition from the groups and Individuals directly affected
by It.

Manpower controls would have to be accompanied by clear explanations
of thelr effectiveness In advancing the war effort and by flrm as-
surances to labor that the customary freedoms and caollective bargaln-

Ing procedures would be fully restored after the emergency.

PRIME PROBLEY

Trial tabulations of & Gallup Poll, the results of which have not yet
been released, Indicate that the American publlc tends to approach
present and future problems |argely In eccnomlc terms. A natlional
sample was asked to glve free answers to the question, "Aside from
winning the war, what do you think Is the most Important problem fac—
ing thils country today?" The answers, grouped under general cate-—
gorles In the table below, show that people were much more prone to
think In terms of economic, than in terms of political, readjust-
ments,

To solve the econemlc sltuation, to

Ernvnnt inflatlon, to prevent another

ad depression, to get the war pald for
without sericus effect on our currency |4g

To make a |asting peace — a permanent
waorld peace 12

Food shortage here and abroad — problem
of produclng more food — stepplng up
agriculture 1o

Presarvation of our democracy, to have a
more |lteral democracy, to maintain our
present form of ?uvﬂ‘nmnt during the
read justment perlod, to save our nation
from bureaucracy, to prevent dictater-

ship, to aveid fascism g
Condlitlons after the war, rsconstructlon
of the world, etc, &
L]
-y -



The present labor problem — the man powe r
shortage — scarclty of farm labor —
proper dlstribution of manpower a%

A Job for everyone after the war, to -
vant future unemployment, to be Sure the

men In the services get jobs after the -
war

To put through soclal reforms — [mprove
sltuation of the poor — reduce raclal
n

diseriminatlo 4

Wimming the war Is the only Important

problem, there Is no other problem L]

Other answers 17

Don't know 12
DEVELOPING SITUATIONS
ENFORCEMENT OF NATIONWIDE MILEAGE RATIONING
The American public Is still far from fully convinced elther as to

the need for nationwide mlleage rationing or as to the efflicacy with
which the.rationing program |s belng enforced. |In the parts of the
country which have had conslderable experience with gasollne ratlon-
Ing, a fifth of the pecple are still unconvinced that It Is necessary
on a natfonal scale., A third of the people In the newly ratloned

states doubt the need for such a program,

About half the population throughout the country, moreover, be|leve
people are trylng to get more gasoline than the mlleage regulations
allow them, Depending on thelr sectlion of the country, from one~flfth
to two—fIfths of all persons even refused to say that pecple should
not take advantage of a chance to get more gasoline than rationing

allots them,



IF PEOPLE HAVE A CHANCE TO GET MORE GASOLINE THAN
THEY'VE BEEN ALLOWED, DO YOU THINK THEY SHOULD?

aLo HEW
RATIONED RAT|OMED
AREA AREA
EaMs WeN. "
Should 18% iﬁ Egi l i! !ii
Should not 77 70 70 T 62
Don't know L] Il a -] 5

That denlal of the need for natlionwlde gasollne rationing Is an Impor-
tant factor In Influencling people to condone evaslon Is Indicated by
the fact that:

|8 per cent of those who do conslder natlonwide
gasclline ratloning necessary, but

34 g-r cent of those who do %ﬁ' sea the need for
natlonwide gas rationing... nk people should

take advantage of opportunities to get more gas

than they have been allowed,
With large sections of the population In some areas unconvinced of the
necess|ty for mlleage ratfonlng, and with both widespread antliclipation
of chisellng and a strong tendency to condone 1t, the difficultles fac—
ing enforcement are obvious. They can be overcome only by persistent
Informaticnal efforts to clarify the purposes of the program and by flrm

assurances that enforcement wll| be effective and equitable.

THE FUEL OIL PROGRAM IN OPERATION

Now that winter and a fuel oll shortage are actually upon them, Ameri-
cans are adjusting to the sltuation with consliderable Ingenulty, But

recent letters from soclal workers and other regular correspondents of
the Bureau Indicate that they are not denylng themselves the luxury of
a certaln amount of grumbling, and In seme parts of the country there

is real anxlety about the months ahead,

Shutting off rooms and usling supplementary heating — wood, gas, coal,
electriclty — are the most common measures for beatling the fuel ol |
shortage, Many people are also kesplng temperatures lower and Instal |-



Ing Insulatlion or weather stripping. Other expedients Include: dressing
more warmly, keeplng shades and curtalns drawn, turning off the heat
when |eaving the house or golng to bed, leaving windows shut at night,
providing less hot water In apartment houses,

Relatively few people have heeded the admonitlions of Government spokes-
men to convert oll stoves and furnaces to coal. Some who have wanted
to do so have been balked by shortages of labor or equlpment, For low
Income people the cost Is prohlbitive, If the gravity of the sltuatlon
had been better appreclated, however, some correspondents belleve that
more people would have found a way to change over, In splte of ob-

stac|as,

The crislis Is creating some new problems. The care of old people, In=
vallids and children, in homes which are too cold some or all of the
time, is perhaps the gravest. Low Income groups are resorting to
"parklng the klds" with neighbors In some Instances, A few communl-
tles have opened public bulldings to take care of famllles without
sufficlent heat,

In some places, too, there Is real discomfort, and even suffering, and
conslderable anxlety about the future, In New England the slituation
Is especlally acute. The pecple In low=Income groups, who depend on
range ol [-burning stoves for theélr heat, are reported to be suffering
most, New Englanders generally face the rigors of deep winter with
apprehenslon. Throughout the nation there }s wldespread anxlety about
the danger of colds and pulmonary Infectlions.

There |s some dlsposition to put the responsibl ity for this feared

wave of [llness upon the Government. In general, there Is & good deal
of grumbling. Many people have the feeling that wlse anticlpatery plan-
ning could have eased the present sltuation. The unfinlshed plpe lline
I3 frequently referred to. People malntaln that the present crisis Is
partly the result of the Government's plecemeal attack on econemic
problems, "If fuel oll, gascline, price control and transportation

are all parts of the same problem," one person asks, "why do we deal



with them sesparate|y?"

Any aspect of the adminlstration of fuel oll rationling which sug-
gests Ineptness or bungling Is subject to bltter attack., Fallure to
revise population quotas since 1940 has perhaps caused greatest anger,
In Norfolk, whose population has nearly doubled since 1940, 1t Is
reported that there was a near riot about a month ago when people
were first told that there was a certaln deadlline for securlng ker-
osene ratloning cards and then Informed that there was an Inadequate

supply of the cards,

The "highly -thecretical nature of the formula which leaves no dis—
cretion to lecal boards" also glves rise to some criticlsm. One

correspondent writes;

"Thara |s conslderable confuslon as to how guotas

were reached, Some people report |lttle reductlieon

In oll, others repe |ll'¥l reductions. Nobody

seems fo know why they got what they got,"
There are also some complalnts that ratfonlng Is not adminlstered In
such a way as to assure equallty of sacrifice. A few people malntaln
that "the blg fellows" — Government bulldings and the larger hotels

and apartment houses — are stil| extravagant In thelr use of fuel,

There was recognltlion that people's complalnts about ratloning arlse
In part as a result of thelr natural Irritation over the discomfart
It entails, The Government, the correspondents felt, should Issye
more material emphasizing the fact that the present sltuation Is
regrettable, but unaveldable, and stressing the relatlon batwesn
compllance with regulatlons and winnlng the war,

- | =
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. 1l, Swrfeit with War on the Radio,
{Con.fid.antial}

2, Waksr Morale in Five Shipyerds.
(Confidintial)

3. Public Razections to the Draft and

Selective Service, (Confidential)

L, Attitudes on-Americen Food Situ-
ation, (Confidential)

5. Opinions of Women on Food Ration-
ing, (Confidential)’

6, Looking Forward to a Global
Peace, (Confidential)

T. The Treasury on the Air
(Restricted)
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Reactions of a FMhilsdslphia cross-

section on the amownt of war news
being troedcest to the public over
the air.

A report on worker morale and re-
lated working snd living conditions
in 5 shipbuilding centers. .

Highlights from & netionwide survey
of the U, 8, on peoplets attitudes
toward the administration of the
draft, thelr understanding and con=-
fidence in the present aystem., (Fe=
ported in Intelligence Report #57)

Spéecial memorendum on p'u.'nl:l.u ro=-
actions to the forthooming food
rationing program, (Reported in
Intelligence Report 4/58) -

Collection of comments by women
throughout the U. S. on the proposed
food rationing, its effect on their
daily living, their accepteance of
or dissatisfaction with 1t.

Correspondence Fenel report on
pecple's conception of a global
peace and the extent to which the
U. 8. should become involved in

+ international affairae,

Survey of the amount of time being
devoted to Treasury sponsared
progrems and armouncements over
the ailr,
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partment, N Department and WFB, end labor leaders!' reactions to
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1. Impact of the war on civilians - experimental field study to determine :npmt
of all phases of the war on civilians.
2, Fat-saving campeipm - report on women's attitudes towerd and Imowledge of 1t.
3+ Allen study - change in sttitudes of Italisn-Americens ani Italiean aliens
since Octoher, ari the morale end wer attitudes of Germen-Americans end
German elicna,
4, War menpower contonln - ‘reactions of Louisville war workers to these controls,
5 Anti-inflatien - & measuse of public understanding of the Government's
economic program,
6. Wer related attitudes - a trend report,
T+ Focd rationing - miblic reactiona to the progrem,
8. Presifemt's sddrere to Congress - public reactions to President Roosevelt's
agpesc of canuery T, .
9. Post-war - press reictlion and treatment of Vice President Wallace's two
recent: spenches om. post-war, of the Fresident's press conference on the
seme subject, end that portion of his address to Congress devoted to this
topic.
10. Radic ellocation progrem - mn enalysis of the efficacy of this progrem,
- based on the momitoring of Philadelphia radioc stations.

Contin Gearvices

1. Intelligence Hevort (weekly - Confidential)
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3, United Nations Intelligence Dipest (weekly - Confidential) i
k. United States Official Statements (weekly - for Administrative Use)
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T+ ZEnemy Conditions and Fropagenda (weeldy - Confidential)

-I'L———-—-—--——-n---—a-d—-u-h—u-u---

Requests for reparts nhuu.‘l.d be mdde in writing to Miss W. L. Shannom,
Room 5427, Soclael Security Building, or by telephone to extension
71248 (National Wer Agemcies), Where extra copies are not avallable,
the mester file coples may be referred to within the central offices,
Bureau of Intellipence, Room 5427,

T



Ow |
1.22.43

INTELLIGENCE REPORT 59

OFFICE OF
WAR INFORMATION

BUREAU OF
INTELLIGENCE

COPY No




CONTENTS

mm lmm LA R R R T R TRY |

Fl'l.lﬂi LA L L R T T RS
atﬂ-h LA R R R R R RN R,

Tm‘ LA R R R R R AL R LR R R R R R R N R T Y]

POPULAR FEACTIONS ..cesserscsnssnnsas sssassnnans

Responses to Radio Treatment of the War ...
Manpower Conversion ..,...c.sssssssscsssssss
Ban on "Pleasure" Dﬂm sEsanEm SEEEEEE R

W

EBuw w

X-9060






EDITORIAL ATTITUDES

| FEw

Editors are distinctly unhappy about affairs in North Africa. The whole
situation there is concealed, they charge, behind a frustrating censorship
which denies them essential facts,

Three events during the week brought their anxiety to & ferment — a story
by Geoffrey FParsons, Jr, in the New York Herald Tribune reporting grave dif-
ferences between the United States and Britain; denials of these differences
by Brendan Bracken and Harold MacMillan; and the appointment of Marcel
Peyrouton sa Governor General of Algeria. _

Mr, Bracken's statement only partially dispelled a widespread feeling that
Britain has been working at cross purposes with the United States behind

the North African scenes. His pledge of cooperation was generally applauded,
The prevailing judgment is that any decisions made by General Eisenhower
ought to be backed to the limit by both Governments.

Some of the General's defenders suggested that he has been made the wvictim
of factional wrangling. The Scripps-Howard papers described it in this way:
"...because Eisenhower acted as a great military commander with a single eye
to victory, instead of as a partisan politiclan — because he refused to
operate as a factional De Gaullist — they are now out to get him., '"They'
include the laft d.ng of the De Gaullists, a British official group (though
not Churchill), and an American minority which has tried to smear Secretary
of State Hull for many months,"

X-9060



Thig is a judgment supported by a oumber of newspapers customarily hostile
to the Administration's forelgn policy., The Chlcago Tribune cbserved, for
example, that "North Africa has apparently become an arena in which con-
flicting groups, working at cross purposes, are sabotaging General Elsen—
hower's hope of attaining a military decision... The implication is that,
while tr,r:l.ugmh.ghtlﬂr, he is compelled to look over his shoulder to
VWashington and London to discover the political intentions of his superiors.”

But some cutstanding commentators of more liberal hue placed the blame for
North African political difficulties squarely upon our own Department of
State. "(me cannot avold the impression,"” sald Dorothy Thompson, "that the
State Department, or persons it it, have a personal feud with General De
Gaulle, dating froam the St. Plerre-Miquelon affair... The unrealistic policy

of our State Department constitutes a menace to our war."

It waa the transfer of M. Peyrouton from Argentina to the North African
scene which evoked the greatest editorial ire. The Washington Post called
m:auu ,:"J..nt straw" and declared, "North Africa today is in a highly ex-
plosive state. In no small measure the hopeless mismanagement by civilian
American officials on the spot, notably the Amerlican Minister, Hobert D.
Uurphy, is responsible for it. The elevatlon of Feyrouton to a high place
in the administrative apparatus of that liberated reglon has all the dan-

gerous potentialities of a lighted mateh in a powder barrel,”

Similarly, Walter Lippmann felt that the trouble stemmed from the fact that,
"ifhen General Eisenhower was confronted with a political problem which no

X-9060



one had prepared him for, his chief American adviser was the political ageat,
Mr, Robert Murphy, who had misjudged the situation.,” Mr. Lippmann ended
his column with a sweeping indictment: "The time has come to cease mis-
leading the American public by pretending that the political situation in
North Africa, which is our entire responsibility, is muddled because of what
has been said about it and thought about it in London, That is just an un-
sportsmanlike search for a scapegoat, and altogether umworthy of a great
pecple. The control of this situation is in Washington and nowhere elss,
and it is in Washington that the crucial decisions will have to be made,

and the measures taken, to send to North Africa American political repre-
sentation of sufficient stature and caliber to cope with the problem.”

Most commentators seemed to have no cbjectlon, on prineiple, to diplomatic

opportunism as a means for the achievement of praiseworthy ends. They have
a horror of naivete and an uneasy notion that rigld adherence to principles
may be naive, But, apparently, they are beginning to wonder whether Ameri-
can expediency in North Africa was, after all, genuinely expedient.

STRIKE

James C. Petrillo's appearance before a Semate committes and the wild-cat
strike in the anthracite coal fields, afforded opportunities, not ignored

by the press, for moralistic comments on the Administration's labor policies.

Mr. Petrillo's defense of his ban on musical recordings was generally cas—
tigated as illogical. Only under an Administration which deliberately helped
promote union organisation, it was commonly pointed out, could such dictator-
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ship by a labor officlial be perpetrated,

Most papers regarded the cocal strike as a grave peril to sastern fusl re-
sarves and to the war effort in general. Editorial wrath :tt the strikers
was scmewhat mitigated by the fact that one of the expressed reasons for
"their walk-out was the imposition of increased union dues by John L. Lewis,
While not condonifng the strike, some papers argued that the workera had no
other avenue of protest against extortion by their own leaders.

Most commentators saw in this situation further evidence of the evils-of
Munion dictatorshlp”; they agreed that it stemmed from Administration fa-
voritism toward labor and a failure to establish union responsibility,

Nearly all editorial comment demanded strong governmental action to break
the strike and applauded President Hoosevelt's ultimatum to the strikers,
Even newspapers relatively sympathetic to labor considered the situation
intolerable. The Philadelphla Record warned the strikers of congressional
reprisals against all organised labor and declared that, "Up to now, the
strike has besn politely called a wild-cat walk-out. From now on i.t: rates

as sabotage.”

TAXE,

Editorial pressure for : pay-as-you-go tax plan, which has Been mounting
steadily, achieved fresh fervor last week. MNewspapera declared that ;.h-
ides of March will present a crisis for which the average taxpayer is wholly

unprepared.
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The problem can be met, many of them said, only by an immediate shift to
some form of pay-as-you-go taxation. The Detroit Free Fress observed, for
example, that "Congress' most pressing taxation task is to regard llmh 15
as the arrival date of an emergency... This means prompt enactment of the
Buml plan or a similar device,.”®

In most comment, the fuml plan has been uncritically represented as a pay-
as-you-go formula, Little patience has been shown toward the Treasury's
suggested substitutes or to its objection that the plan fails to place tax
liabilities amctually on a current basis, The Fuml plan as a synomym for
"pay-as-you-go" is now widely accepted as a magic device for rendering tax~
ation convenient, if not positively agreeable,

POPULAR REACTIONS

RESPONSES TO RADIO TREATMENT OF THE WAR

Fears that the American public is "fed up" with radio material about the
war appear to be unfounded. Most people say that they are listening to the
radic more than, or as much as, they did a year ago. Relatively few feel
that there is "too much" sbout the war on the air. These are some of the
salient findings of a recent Bureau of Intelligence survey of public re—
actions to radio treatment of the war.

The survey was made in Philadelphia, because a monitoring study was then

!
being conducted in that city by the Bureau to discover how much time was
devoted to war-related materlal onm the air, This study revealed that about
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one=fifth of all hmduutt.i-m given over to the war. The Bureau
wished to discover, in addition, whether people felt they were hearing too
mich or too little about the war over thn radio., A representative cross
section was questioned, and a nusber of individuals were interviewed in-
tensively.

Only a fourth of the people felt that they 'were listening to the radio less

than they did a year ago. Thirty-seven per cent felt that they were listen-
ing about the same amount, and 35 per cent claimed to be listening more.

Furthermore, most of those who were listening more attributed their in-
creased interest to the war, In contrast, most of those who were listening
less were doing so, not because they were fed up with news or programs about
the war, but simply because they had less time,

Direct questioning did reveal some feeling that there is too much on the air

about the war:
50 FAR AS YOUR OWN FERSOMAL LISTENING IS CONCERNED,
IS THERE TOO MUCH ABOUT THE WAR, OR NOT ENOUGH ABOUT
THE WAR, IN RADIO PROGRAMS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS THESE
DAYS? y
Too much about the war 15%
About the right amount b2
Not emcugh 12
No opinion 1

It is to be noted, however, that almost as many said there was "not emcugh"
on the air about the war as said that there was "too much." With these
viewpoints just about balaneing, and with almost two-thirds of the sample
maintaining that just about the right amount of time is devoted to the war,

- -
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it appears that the public is reasonably well satisfied with present radio
enphasis on the war.

While only 15 per cent of the sample felt that, in general, the radio put
too much emphasis on the war, an additional 20 per cent felt that there was
too much of certain types of war material, RHadio serial storlies, news com—
mentators and dramatigations about the war were the types of program to
which objections were most frequently raised,

Dessatisfaction with the amount of war news on the alr may be expected to
fluctuate with the degree of interest in the war at any particular time and
with other factors. Interest may have been unusually high in December be-

cause of the North African campaign.

Some differencea appeared between the people who complained that t-i:nr radio
put too much stress, in general, upon the war and those who raised cbjec~
tions only to certain programs, People in the latter group were highly in-
terested in the war, but objected to the over—emphasis or kind of treatment
given the war in some types of program. -The people dissatisied in general
complained about the nerve-wracking or depressing effect of war materlal on
the radio and were irritated by the repetition of the news. They showed
some tendency to want to escape the war. Thelr surfeit is not with war on
the radio, but with war talk generally.

As these facts suggest, there was a definite relation between the opinion
that there is too much about the war on the radio and people's general
orlentation toward the war. The people who complained about the amount of
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war material on the air were prone, far more than those who did not, to be
out of sympathy with the war effort and to be dissatisfied with the wmay it
is being conducted. They were less likely to be active participants them—
selves in home-front war activities.

Interestingly enough, the pecple who held these attitudes were also more
prone than those more closely identified with the war to complain that there
is not enough on the radio about the war, Thus, any effort to placate some
of those whose dissatisfaction is related to basic disaffectlon by cutting
down the amcunt of broadcast time devoted to the war would probably only
heighten the dissatisfaction of other members of the same group.

Feople's views about whether there is too much, too

little or the right amount of emphasis on the war over

the air waves does not reflect itself to any signifi-

cant extent in their listening habits. The surfeited

and the non-surfeited apend about the same amount of

time listening to the radio, i

There was some alight tendency for the surfeited group

to avold programs dealing with the war. It is clear that

their dissatisfaction does not basically stem {rom the

amount of time they spend listening to war material on

the radio. If anything, those who expose themsalves

least to such materisl complain most.
Straight news broadcasts, despite the fregquency of criticisa by the sur-
feited groups, were the most popular type of program about the war. News
commentators rated second in esteam, About three people in ten expressed
a preference for serial stories and dramatizations of the war. A compara-
tively well educated group of listeners, comprising about one-fifth of the
entire radio audience, were particularly attracted to speeches, forums and
round table discusaions.

Fy
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like redio war programs for one of two reasons: (1) because they are in-
formative, or (2) because they give listeners a sense ornﬂiﬁpnuunin
the wmr — of "being in on things." They like news commentators because
"they help clarify the news" and "seem to have inside dope," '

An effort was made to discover whether people minded having regular broad-
casts interrupted for war announcements., Only five per cent objected to
this practice,

4 question was also asked about radic treatment of the United Mations to
see 1f pecple were surfeited with the subject as a result of the six week
spot campaign which had just run its course. It was found that, on the con-
trary, many people think that too little due has been given America's allies

on the air:

IS THERE TOO MUCH, OR NOT ENOUGH, ABOUT THE UNITED
NATIONS (OUR ALLIES) IN THE RADIO PROGRAMS AND AN~
NOUNCEMENTS THESE DAYS? :

Too much 2%
About the right amount 51
Not enough 29
Ne opinion 18

The people who protested that there was too much or too little about the
war on the radio also tended to make the same complaints about the movies
and newspapers. But the movies were criticised somewhat more frequently
than the radic for devoting too much or too little attention to the war, and
the press was criticlized somewhat lesa frequently,



MANPOWER CONVER

A Decesber poll of the American Institute of Public Opinion sheds further

light on the problems involved in recruiting eight million additional work-
ers into war industry. Only about half of the men not already in war jobs
sxpressed a willingness to shift into war work:

WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO TAKE A JOB IN A WAR PLANT AT
YOUR PRESENT RATE OF PAY? (Men only) .

Tes L9E
Yes, if (]
Ho 40
Don't know 5

The "Yes, if" group includes those who said they would be willing to accept
work in war plants "if capable of handling the job"; "if the job is in the
immediate vicinity"; and "if able to stand it ptwliullx."‘

fes responses might have been higher than they were if
the question had not specified, "at your present rate

of pay." Previous Bureau of Intelligence surveys have
shown that willingness to shift into war work is defi-
nitely affected by satisfaction with present remuner-

ation,.

On the other hand, the responses are less encouraging
if it is remembered that there is a blg difference be-
tween willingness to take a job in a war plant and an
active impulse to sesk such a job. An October survey
conducted by the Bureau revealed that only 15 per cent
of those not employed in war industries, and only seven
per cent of those not then employed at all, had actually
applied for war joba,

Economlc position and age 4id not appear to affect the willingness of men
to shift intoc war work, But awareness of the acute manpower shortage ex-
erted a considerable influence — indicating the importance of the
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informational task ahead., Fifty-five per cent of those aware of the short-
qiwﬂtﬂlllu;tu;td.ﬂ into war work. In contrast, only 47 per cent of
'those who didn't know whether thers was a shortage or not, were willing

to make a change.

Eixbrﬁremt- of the men who lived in defense areas, but only 53 per

cent of the rmirﬂ.nacitadﬂlﬁﬂ, and only 33 per cent of the farmers,
expressed a willingness to accept war work. Unquestionably these differw
ences, toc, were largely a product of understanding of the manpower crisis.
A® the Bureau's October survey showed, people in areas with many war plants
are far better aware than pecple in other parts of the country of the sxist-

ing manpower shortage,

As is natural, thers was a close relationship between willingness to shift
into war work and approval of compulsory manpower mobilization, Fifty-
eight per cent of those who favored giving the Government the right to tell
workers where to work and at what jobs were willing to accept war work
themsslves at their presefit rate of pay. Only 36 per cent of those who
opposed compulsory mobilisation were similarly willing to shift into war

work,

BAN ON "PLEASURE™ DRIVING
Up and down the eastern seaboard, motorists seem to be taking the ban on
pleasure driving with reasonable good cheer. Reports from BOI field ob-

servers and from OWI's regional information offices agree that, in the
etates hit by the new restriction, there is general acceptance and coop-

eration,



MmmmanWlMGmHHMM
vinced pecple in a number of localities that the gasoline shortage is
real and serious., There have besn some protests and a mumber of ingquiries,
of course., But complaints are less frequent than they were before the ban,
and a healthy feeling has dewveloped that now everybody is being treated
alike, at least in the sastern states,

The inquiries centered, for the most part, around definition of the term
"pleasure®, There has been scme concern over differing interpretatiocns

of this word by individual OPA offices, and some localized criticism of
special gas allowances,

Regional information officers and BOI field men agreed that acceptance

and cooperation were high, even in the Boston area, where the Massachusetts
Public Works Commissioner, whose department faces heavy losses in gaso-
line taxes, complained that New England had been singled out for gasoline
restrictions, He described the motorist as "the prize sap of the century®
for paylng sutomoblile reglstration fees under the 1]J.u.li_.nn that he would be
allowed to drive his car. In Philadelphia, a city with important suburban
commnities, reaction to the prohibition was reported to be "remarkably

good."

The greatest irritation developed along the fringes of the restricted
areas, Fleld men say that the inclusion of Pittsburgh in the eastern gas
rationing area evoked considerable bitterness tnere. The check on motoriste

while driving was vehemently resented. The OPA office in this city had
900 phone calls on this subject in cne day,

&1
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The situation in the Middle West was aggravated by some organised oppo-
sition, especially by the Chicago Tribune, to the rationing program. In
Milwaukee, where OPA officials themselves were charged with failure to
cocperate, there has been some tendency to disregard OFA rules. The
theft of 6,500 gasoline ration books in Chicago has led to fear of a
large gas bootlegging ring in that city,

Feople in the Southwest, where gascline rationing remains a seriocus prob-
lem, have been hearing a number of rumors as a result of the eastern ban
on pleasure driving., There 1z now some fear that coupon values in t.hn
Southwest u!.u_bn cut to salve the feeling of those in the eastern shortage

ATo9a.

A traffic survey conducted by the North Carclina Highway Department showed
that the volume of traffic in that state during December 1942 was L9 per
cent lower than during December 1941. On rural highways, there was a de-
erease of 67 per cent in traffic. But public conveyances are said to be
seriously overtaxed, while private cars still on the road drive without
full loads,

-—-- R o m--
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EDITORIAL ATTITUDES

EXULTATION

The dominant tone of the American press throughout the week has besn one of
triumph. Nazi reverses in Russia, Rommel's continued retreat in Africa and
signs of weakened German and Japanese air potency combined to bolster the
‘editorial sense that we now have the enemy on the run. Finally, the drama-
tic Roosevelt—Churchill meeting at Casablanca imparted a fresh fealing of
purpose and direction to the United Nations war effort.

A1l appraisals of the Anglo-American conference concluded that important
war plans had been worked cut in detail by the mllitary and naval chiefs,
The rapprochement between Generals Ciraud and De Gaulls was welcomed, of
course — although with considerable skepticism as to its reality and
depth. Commentators confessed disappointment that neither Stalin nor
Chiang Kai-Shek attended the corclave; some had hoped for the announce-
ment of a full-fledged United Nations high command. But they agreed that
the close collaboration betwsen British and American leaders was greatly
hn.nrt.mﬂ.'ng and would lead to new offensive action in southern and western
Europe. Insistence on unconditional Axis surrender was enthusiastically
applauded. The President was widely praised for his boldness and courage
in making the trip,

LA
German acknowledgement of losses on the eastern front has swept away most of

the American doubts concerning the significance of the Russian offensive,
With the lifting of the slege of Leningrad, the Nasi withdrawal from Voronesh
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and the entrapment of German forces in Stalingrad, American commentators
have begun to see visions of a real Hitler debacle. The Cincinnati Times
Star, in a representative comment, observed that, "Lately things have been
happening in Russia that make it seem not at all unlikely that the Germans
are facing one of the greatest disasters of military history."

Only a few lnll:.r;lt.n continued to warn against overestimating the importance
of Russian gains, They reminded readers that the Cerman armies have not

yet been thrust back to last year's winter line, Some suggested that Nazl
adrissions of defeat on the sastern front might be a psychological strata-

gen of Dr. Goebbels to promote American complacency.

The press was particularly warm in its tributes to the heroism of the Rus--
slan pecple. In & number of comments, the sufferings endured by the be-
sieged citizens of Leningrad were compared with the trivial inconveniences
to be accepted here in America. There seemed gemuine friendliness and
sympathy in the editorial admiration for Russian endurance and courage,

The Des Moines Hegister, for exasple, said: "Let us recenber that 't.h- mag-
nificent performance of the Russian army has been matched, right straight
through, by hardships and sacrifice and courage on the part of E.tl_.ua.'..i"n

givilian population such as we can hardly imagine."

The extrusion of Hommel's battered army from Libya occasioned a host of
sardonic comments on the end of Mussclini's dream of empire. "From the
jungles of deepest Ethiopia to the shores of Tripoli," remarked the Cleve-
land Flain Dealer, "the new Homan empire of Benito Mussolini lles in ruins,
The smoke that rises above the charred coals of the last Fasclst stronghold
on the Mediterranean,.. marks the end of an era,”

- 2 =
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A oumber of editorials gave warning, however, that the consolidation of
the Afrika Korps with the Axis troops in Tunisia would constitute a for-
midable problem for the allied forces in North Africa.

The bombing of Berlin gave the American press as much delight as an im-
portant military victory. Most of the commentators who appraised it felt
certain that this RAF achievement must have dealt a seriously damaging
blow to German morale. The prevailing judgment was expressed by the In—
dianapelis Star: "The heavy bombardments of Berlin by the RAF were so
timed that they added greatly to the worries of Doc Gosbbels... The devas-
tating blows already dealt numerous German cities weakened confidence in
the Magi leadership and the raids on Berlin on two successive nights must

have given the Aryans a decided jJolt."

The German reprisal mids on London were commonly regarded as insignifi-
cant — additional proof of the RAF's great superiority over the Luftwaffe,
And in the South Paoific, enemy alr weakness was discerned in the dimin-
ished scale of Japanese attacks and the high Ht-in of Japanese to American
losses. It is now assumed that we have an -dgt qur the Japanese guanti-
ht.h;-].;, as well as qualitatively.

THREAT

The one eircumstance which jarred all this ebullience was a dawning recog-
nitien of the seriousness of German U-boat activities in the Atlantic.

The threat to our supply line was generally characterized as the worst
peril in the path of United Nations strategy.
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Much of the comment criticized the Government's information policy about
submarine activities, first, for failure to admit the extent of the damage
they had done and, second, for allegedly burying storles of our losses be-
neath good news, The Norfolk Virginlan-Pilot declared, for example: "Amer—
ican officialdom... appears curiously loath to let the facts of submarine
sinkings come out as news when it is fresh and, therefore, vivid... Ih-utim
the cther purposes of the American publiecity policy, t.hn net effect has been
to belittle the toll the submarines are taking.m

There was praise, however, for the candor of the statements made by Elmer
Davis and Sir Percy Noble. A good deal of speculation suggested that the
latter would be put in supreme charge of a rejuvenated Anglo—imerican anti-
submarine campaign. And while the press exhibited some degree of real alarm
over the situation, most newspapers agreed that this Hitler threat could be

overcoms .,

Fooo

The farm problem continued as a major topic of editorlal concern during the
week, as the newspapers commented approvingly on ex-President Herbert Iﬂmrl-
proposals for increased food production. They expressed anxlety about short-
ages of farm labor and machinery, urging that agriculture be recognized as

one of the e#sential war industries. Dissatisfaction with Selective Serv-
ice policies respecting exemption of farm workers continued to be widespread.

There was some approval of Mr. Hoover's suggestion that farm boys in the

Army -be furloughed back to the farms in order to get in next year's crops.
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And a good many newspapers began to campaign vigorously for the planting of
victory gardens. The bulk of the press was vehemently opposed, however, to
permitting price rises as a means of promoting farm production.

OPTINISH IK _THE NEWS

The high level of optimism previously reported in newspaper headline treat-
ment of war news has been even more ;tﬂuwwmmp‘nmx.
A survey of 20 metropolitan newspapers, January 19 - 25, reveals that all of
them singled out good news exclusively for their headlines about Russia.

The news stories from Libya, New Guinea and the Solomons were headlined with
Jjust about equal cheeriness. The only important battle sector in which
gains for the enemy were acknowledged was Tunisia,

The following table shows the ratio between good and bad news in the head-
lines of the 20 metropolitan dailies sxamined;

Story "Guod Hews? "Had News" Heutral
Russia 99 o 1z
Libya 7 1 2
Tunisia 53 37 10
New Cuinea 100 ] 0
Solomons 73 0 27
European Bombings 60 30 10
Other Actions 65 25 10

POPULAR REACTIONS

THE PRESIDENT'S AUDIENCE

Some knowledge of the Fresident's Message on the State of the Union reached

about two-thirds of the American people. Four in ten of a natlonal sample,

interviemed by the Bureau of Intelligence immediately after the President's
-
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wmhmﬂcm, sald that they heard it over the radio, although
only half of these psople claimed to have listened to the speech in its
entirety. An additional three in ten sald that they had read the speech
or had heard talk about it.

The Message was displeasing to only a very small minority of the publiec.
When asked if there was anything particular about it they did not 1like,
only seven per cent of the sample responded affirmatively. These few ob-
Jections referred, in the main, to post-war plans or to the cost of the
war, as outlined later in the President's budget message.

To the majority who liked the speech, its tons of optimism and encourage-
ment seemed most impressive. When asked to mention what things in the
spsech they liked best, a fourth of the sample spoke of the heartening
facts Mr. Roosevelt gave about the progress of the war and the production
program and of the hope he held out for vietory in the next year or two,

A considerable portion of the public, about 12 per cent, sald that they
liked the speech best for its discuseion of peace plans and post-war prob-
lems, In about equal numbers, they applauded the President's references
to measures for insuring permanent peace and to a domestic program of so=
clal security. Other expressions of praise for the speech alluded to its
attitude of cooperation with Congress and its emphasis on national unity.

A decided majority of the American people is now hopeful that we will win
the peace, as well as the war. President Roossvelt's words may have lent

some encouragement to this view. The Bureau posed the following question
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to the national sample interviewed immediately after the President's Nes—

sage:

mmmnmmmmnmm
%wummmmmmmm
THE WAR?

Yeou 62
No 25
Don't know 14

Rather muuuing differences were evident in this connection betwsen

those who had 1istened to wr, Roosevelt and those who had neither heard nor
read his address.
68 per cent of the pecple who had heard the President's
speech, but only
56 per cent of those who had neither heard nor read it..,
believed that the chances for a lasting peace will be
better after this war than they were after the last
war,
The difference may not, of cours=4, be attributable to the impact of the
Fresident's ideas, People sympathetic to the President and to his Program
of international collaboration may have tended to listen to his address in

greater numbers than those less friendly,

Interviewing indicated that the overwhelming approval expressed last fall
for contimed 'I..cnd-huo shipments to our allies has now Erown to even

greater proportions:

mmmmmmmammmmmnmm
IF IT MEANS WE WILL HAVE SOME SHORTAGES HERE AT HOME?
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October  January

Send supplies eag 948
Do not send supplies T b
Don't know g 2

Popular approval of American participation in some sort of post-war associ-

ation of nations has alsoc developed:

IN GENERAL, DO YOU APPROVE OR DISAFFROVE OF THE IDEA OF
THE UNITED STATES JOINING AN ORGANIZATION OF NATIONS

AFTER THE WAR?
Novembar Jamuary
Approve : 6 722
Disapprove 23 12
Don't know 15 16

Elghty-five per cent of those approving in January were
in favor of having other countries besides the United
Nations as members of the organization, Sixty-one per
cent of these people wers in favor of granting member-
ship to the Axis countries,

The President's Message was delivered in an atmosphere predominantly sympa-
thetic to the consideration of peace plans at the present time,

DO YOU THINK WE CUGHT TO BEGIN RIGHT NOW DECIDING WHAT
THE FEACE TERMS AFTER THIS WAR SHOULD BRE, OR DO YOU
THINK THE FEACE FLANS OUGHT TO WAIT UNTIL LATER?

Make plans now 55%
weit a7
Don't know 8

The objection most frequently advanced against the
formulation of peace plans now was that the nature
of the post—war settlement cannot be determined un—
til the final outcome of the conflict is known., A
sizeable group objected simply on the ground that
winning the war should be considersd our first and
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most important jobj their feeling, apparently, is
that planning for the future may distract attention
from the immediate cbjective.

Conversely, those who favored planning at the present
time were prone to argue that the job requires much
time and should, therefore, be undertaken as soon as
possible, Some asserted that planning now is needed
in order to have & clear statement of our war aims,
Others suggested that we can think more clearly now
than we will be able to at the end of the war and
that we need a definite program to avoid the mistakes
that followed the last war,

THE VICE PRESIDENT'S AUDIENCE
About a third of the American pecple said that they had some knowledge of

Vice President Wallace's address of December 28; 15 per cent said they had
1istensd to it over the air. Among those who had heard the speech, read it
or talked about it, one-sixth volced objections to Mr. Wallace's ideas —
for the most part on the grounds that they were too vagus, too radical or

too impractical.

In the interviewing conducted in January, the Bureau sought public opinion
in respect to several proposals suggested by the Vice President in the course
of his address, Three-fourths of the American people registered agreement
with him that we must physically disarm our enemies when we have won the war,
Only half the country, however, went along with the Vice President's theais
that the aggressor nations must be psychologically disarmed as well,

SOME PEOPLE SAY THAT IN OHDER TO CHANGE FEOPLE'S WAY OF

THINKING IN THE ENEMY COUNTRIES WE WILL HAVE TO TAKE

CHARCE OF THEIR EDUCATION, DO YOU THINK WE OUCHT TO DO
THIS?



Yes . L9%
No 36
Don't know 15

Thohautimwmhmmmnﬂuhhﬂ:m
mmmtitm}dhmmunb-dmdm
eratic violation of human rights. These peo s Appar-
ently, felt on prineiple that the United States should
not interfere in the internal aff of

try. A smaller group argued that this sort of psycho-
logicdl disarmament was impractical. They felt that a
system of education cannot be imposed by outsiders and
that the surveillance involved would prove too formid-
able,

With the thesis advanced by both the President and the Vice President that
economic opportunity should be assured to all after bhe war, there was vir-
tually unanimous agreement among all the people i.ntc;ﬂind. There was,
moreover, extremely widespread confidence that such a program could be made
effective and a prevalling belief that efforts in this direction should be
commanced at once,

DO YOU THINK THAT ONE OF OUR AIMS SHOULD BE TO SEE

THAT EVERYONE IN THIS COUNTHY HAS A CHANCE TO GET A

JOB AFTER THE WAR?

Yes 3 99%
No . 1

(Asked of those who answered "Yes")
(a) DO YOU THINK THAT THIS CAN ACTUALLY

BE DONE?
' Yes 681
No 18
Don't know 13

(b) DO YOU THINK WE SHOULD START TO MAKE
PLANS PCR THIS RIGHT NOW, OR DO YOU
THINK THIS OUGHT T0 WAIT TILL LATER?
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DEVELOPING SITUATIONS
THE RECRUITMENT OF WOMEN

Mr, McNutt has estimated that 4,000,000 women will have to be added to the
labor force within the next 12 months. Because most women in the employ-
able age group are married, and because most single women are already em-
ployed, housewlves constitute by far the most important source of addition-
al workers., These facts indicate the significance of the views of husbands
and of wamen themselves about women accepting wartime work,

A December poll of the Amerlcan Institute of Public Opinion indicates that
three men in ten are unqualifiedly willing to have their wives accept full-
time jobs running machines in war plants:

WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO HAVE YOUR WIFE TAKE A
FULL-TIME JOB RUNNING A MACHINE IN A WAR FLANT?

Yes 308
Yes, if 11
Ne 5k
Don't know 5

The "Yes, 1f" group includes those who said: "if the children could get
proper care'; "if my wife could stand it physically®; "if she is capable
of handling the job"; and "if she didn't have to leave the family."

Economic status and awareness of the manpower crisis mignificantly influ=-
enced views on this questien. Thirty-five per cent of the men in the lew
income groups, but only 25 per cent of those better situated, were willing

=1l =
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to have thelr wives take jobs in war plants, Thirty-four per cent of
those who felt that the crisis justified compulsory governmental mobilisa-
tion of manpower, but only 23 per cent of those opposed to such a plan,
expressed a willingness to have their wives go to work.

Four out of ten of the women in the sample were willing to take full-time
war Jobs. An equal number were unwilling., Seventeen per cent said they
would accept Jobs "if children could get proper carse"; "if able to stand
it physically"; "if capable of handling the job"; "if I didn't have to

leave my family,"

Economic status did not appear to affect women's willingness to go to work.
But awareness of the manpower crisis did exert considerable influsnce.
Forty-four per cent of the women who favored uumnlmﬁr mobilization, as
compared with 33 per cent of those opposed, were willing to take war jobs,
Younger women, as might be expected, were far more interested in wartine

erployment than older ones.

It is to be noted that the American Institute questions specified "a full-
time job running a machine in a war plant.” Thus the replies 'may under—
state the willingness of mer to have their wives take work of some kind
and the willingness of wrmen to en.er the labor forece. An investigation
made early last year indicated that almost 3,000,000 women were willing

to take half-time jobs. And a large number of the women enteiing the
labor force on a full-time basis are taking clerical, sales and service

Jjoba, thus releasing men for the often more arducus work in war plants.

The Institute questions did not distinguish between women with children

AL
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and childless women. Interviewing conducted by the Bureau of Intelli-
gence in late October and early November indicates that the public dis-
tinguishes sharply between the two groups. Seventy-one per cent of the
sample recognized the need for married women without children in war in-
dustry. But only 1L per cent believed that there was any need for mothers

to go to work at that time.

On the part of the women themsslves, there was a notable difference in
willingness to accept employment between those who had children and those
who did not:
42 per cent of the childless women in the sample
20 to 34 years of age, but only
16 per cent of the mothers in this age span...
were willing to take war jobs.
Similarly,
33 per cent of the childless women 35 to 5L years
of age, but only
19 per cent of the mothers... were willing to
+ take Joba,

The necessity for taking care of thelr children was, of course, the
greatest obstacle to the employment of mothers. It is clear that if
women with family responsibilities are to be recruited into the laber
force in large numbers, adequate provision must be made for the day-care
of young children. The importance of such provisions is underscored by

the fact that mothers cenatitute a very large percentage of the women not
now working.
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Men workera in non-war jobs were reluctant to concede that even women with-
out children were needed in war industry. Forty-nine per cent of those
men, as compared with 20 per cent of the total sample, expressed the opinion

that women were not nesded.

A disproportionate number of these men opposed to women in industry were
semi-skilled or unskilled workers, It may be surmised that many of them
may have tried without success to land jobs in war plants. Or, even if
they have not, they may have regarded the wide-scale employment of women
as a threat to their prestige and security.

Thus an essential phase of the task of speeding the recruitment of women
centera in industry itself. There is need for further informational ma-
terial directed to workers on the necessity for recruiting women into the
labor force 1f 1943 production goals are to be met. Measures are also
indicated to appease the possible resentment of male workers who are

left cut of war industries in lower-paying jobs and to prevent friction

where men begin working with wemen for the firat time,

RUKORS

Previous Bureau of Intelligence reports have emphasized the basic impul-
ses — such as hatred, amnxiety, curiosity, wishful thinking — which
account for the rise and spread of rumor. The subjects with which rumors
deal alsc furnish wvaluable clues to the type of information needed to

keep distorted versions of events from gaining currency.

The American Institute of Public Opinion recently made available to the
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Bureau the rumors gathered by its field reporters in a December rumor
survey. Though by no means a perfect sclientific sample, the collection
probably gives & fairly accurate impression of the rumors which were cur—

rent.

In all, 457 rumors were gathered. These were analysed and classified by
the Bureau. The list below indicates their distribution by subject mat-

ter:

Rationdng, conservation and salvage
Wiar bonds, taxation, inflation
Frice control

Special economlc problems

Military matters
Duration of the war

Post-war problema

United KNatlons
Neutral nations
Lend-Lease

The snemy

U. 5. Government and administrative personalities
Informstion policy

Minority groups

Civilian responaibilities
Welfare and health
Yanpower

Production
Transportation

R R TE IR St T T

The rumors about rationing far cutnumbered all others. UMost of them re-
flected resistance to rationing., A large number indicated or implied
that there was no real shortage in one or ancther of the commodities be-

ing rationed. Many went on to charge that rationing was being imposed on
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people out of malice or a desire to arouse the public to the seriousness

ol the war.

Rw.ors about military matters, the second largest group, were of two
chief types. One group gave the "inside dope" about where the United
Nations would strike next. The other centered around misadministration
within the Army. The waste of food was one favorite subject,

Rumore about the Government and administrative personalities were almost
all hostile in character. Anti-Roosevelt stories and accusations of

Government bungling predominated,

Minority group rumors also reflected strong hatreds. Negroes, Jews and
Japaness interned in WRA camps were the targets of all the minority

group rumora gathered in this particular survey,

Most of the rumors about the length of the war were clearly wishful in
character. MAn overwhelming majority prophesied &n early end of the con-
flict, In contrast, & few dealt with cbatacles to peace and revealed a
fear that the war would drag on indefinitely,

These rumors furnish at least rough elues to the areas about which addi-
ticnal information is needed. Of course, information cannot put a com—
plete step to rumors., War increases normal tensions and creates new cnes,
It focusea people's lt.tmtimrm; some problems about which it is not

easy to furnish simple and reassuring explanations. And it is not al-
ways possible to release all the information which might clarify a particu-
lar situation and relieve people's anxlety. But, if not a guaranteed
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'remedy, information -- clear, complete, authentic news -- 1s the best

antidote yet discovered for the polson of rumors.

UNCERTAINTY

Field observers of the Bureau have reported a good deal of confusion re-
garding the payment of federal income taxes. Sentlment for the i.nrlsit.t_t—
tion of a pay-as-you-go system is said to be extremely widespread, And
uncertainty as to whether such & system will be substituted for the present
method of income tax collection has created a considersble measure of be-

wilderment, especially in the Midwest.

Expectation of a pay-as-you-ge plan, according to the field men in one or
two areas, has provided some pecple with & pretext for failing to make
any provision for the income tax payments due next March. In scme cases,
people take the attitude that taxes should not be paid until the last
minute, and that in no case should more than a quarter be paid, whether
the funds are available or not. The thought is that normal collection of

taxes may be abandoned in faver of collection at source during the course

of the year.

Reports indicate special confusion in Iowa. In that state a rumor has
gained currency to the effect that "internal revenue employees say & man
is a fool to pay his taxes," It is also reported that men in the armed
services are being advised to ask deferment of their taxes on the bellef
that Congress will exempt soldiers and sailors from taxation. Working
wives of men in the service are inquiring whether this means that they
should file a joint return anddefer thelr entire tax liability,
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Workers who have had new income during the last year are sald to be es-
pecially confused. Reports indicate that they have made no provision for
the tax due on March 15 and that they will be unable to pay it.

Early congresslonal clarificaticn of the tax program would be highly de-
sirable., An informational campaign seems needed to make it clear that the
income levy under any system adopted by Congress will be steep and stiff.

e E
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Detle: . Fortnight - February 5, 1943

RULLETIN OF 1FTLLLIGINCE PROJECTS

RESTRICTED

Bureauv of Intellligence O0fflce of War information

Studies completed Jamuary 23 -~ Febrimry 5

Subject. -

1. Public Prepaxednoss for Foint
Rotioning (Confidentinl)

2. loyment Stebilizetion Plon -
for the Touieville Aren. (Con-
fidontial)

3. Nowe Trootmomt of Mempower Con-
trole.. (Rostrictod)

L. Amcricon Opinion ond Pest-Wor
Probvloms. (Confidentisl)

5. Form Lohor Situstion, (Confi-
donticl)

£. Commont en tho Enomy, (Rostric-
tod)

T Amcricon Attituvdos townrd tho
Buveridge Plon, (Confidonticl)

8. Bummrry of cditoricl opinien
townrds Roooovelt-Churchill
mooting ot Coocblaneo,

9. Your Wer cnd Your Wogoe.
{Confidontial)

Description
A ‘mecsurc of pubnar_mnutiqm
to govormmont plans for point
rotioning, thiir cpprovel or
disapproval of advance notico
of the rationing of specific
commoditics, and thoir knowledgo
of how oxtensive this progrom -
will bo.. (Reported in
Intelligonce RHeport #461).

Proliminary summery of attitudds
of workers in non-war ond war

industrics to the Wor Manpower *
Commigsion's lobor control plan,

Editoricl comment in Louisville
popers on the monpower controls.

Sumnary of U. 8. oplnion toword
post-wor problems ond pecple's
oxpectations os to some form of
o post-vor internationnl order.

Bummory momorandum outlining
prosent form lobor shortogea cnd
hov they con be mot,

A ourvoy of modin discuseicn on
tho otrength of the cnomy, ite
immornlity ond spocific idontity.

Reportod in Intolligencoe Roport
#61,

igpnxtod in Intelligenco Roport
el.

Reoctione of labor and white
colloy cmployocs to the offoc-
tivcnoces of OWI pamphlot on wogos.
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Studios Nooring Cemplotion

1. Fot-coving compodgn - roport on womon'e oattitudco toward and knowlodgo
of 1t,
2, Anti-inflatign - o moogurc of public undorstanding of tho Govormmont's

ocondmic prégrom,

3. Wor rcloted attitudes - a trond roport. i

L. Prcoidont's nddrces to Congrosc - public ronctions to Proeidont
Roopovolt'o epooch of January 7.

J. Anti-inflotion primor - o moopurc of tho offoeotivencoo of OWI's booklot
on cconamlc policies.

£. Fost-War - rooctions of formors, busincsomen ond lnbor to post-war
probloms and their expoctations,

Contimuing Sorvices

1, Intclligonco Roport (wockly - Confidontial)

2. Wookly Mcdia Repert (Roctrictod)

3. Unitcd Notions Intolligemce Digost (wookly - Confidenticl)

L. United Btatoo Officinl Stotomonts (wookly - for Administrotive Uso)
5. Bumory and Anclysis of Foaturc Motion Pleturcs (wookly - Restrictod)
&. Newsrcols cnd OWI Compoigns ond Progroms (Monthly - Rostricteod)

————— Rk L e i e ] e e, e e SR o W e e e

Roquoetn for roporto chould bo mede in writing to Misc W. L. Shonnonm,
Room 527, Social Scourity Building, or by telophenc to oxtonsion
71248 (Betionol Wor Agencics). Whero oxtre coplos ore not ovailsble,
the meetor file coples moy bo roferred to within tho control officcs,
Burccu of Intelligenco, Room S5L27.
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PRESS AND RADIO COMMENT

CASABLANCA AFTERMATH

Enthusiastic approval of the Casablanca conference continued to fill editori-
al pages and radio broadcasts throughout the week. There was general agree—
ment that the meeting gave aramatic assurance of Anglo-American unity and
laid the groundwork for decisive military action on the fighting fronts,

The "unconditional surrender" agresment was npplmd.udu serving notice, both
to the Axis and to our Russian and Chinese allies, that negotiated peace pro-
posals would be given no ear in London or Washington.

With the first excitement past, however, commentators began to voice dis-
satisfaction with one or more of the subsidiary aspects of the conference,
Most of them were at palns to explain the absence of the Russian and Chinese
leaders on the ground that their countries are not engaged in war against the
Axis as a whole. But it was plain that they would have preferred a full United
Nations council., There was a good deal of agreement with the comment in the
Bolsa Statesman: "We'd z:cul a lot better in regard to that African rendezvous
if Stalin and the Gissimo had been there. If the presence of two leaders can
Elu much to lacerate Hitler's nerves and hearten the waiting peoples of Europe,
the presence of the four would have been even more potent." Allied to this
sentiment was a smaller volume of regret that a unified supreme war council

i

had not materialized frem the meeting.

Unraveling of the French political tangle was emphasized as second in impor-
tance only to military matters. A majority of commentators relt that sub-
stantial progress had been achieved in this connection. But a considerable

-l
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minority expressed deep disappointment that no more definite solution had

I'h-un reached, The Cleveland Flain Dealer remarked, for example: '"e do not
like the conclusions. They forecast a continuation of trouble in that area
and a further diminution of allied prestige amon; the struggling populations

of cccupled Furcpe.”

The pravuilil.n.g tendency was to hope that the rapprochement between fenerals
Girnud: and De Caulle would prove genuine and provide a basis for effective
collaboration. And a number of newspapers deplored criticism of North Afriecan
political arrangements in general. Typical of this point of view was an edi-
torial in the Kansas City Star: "The difficulties confronting the .merican
and British Covernments are not eased by the intervention of various gproups

in the United States and Fngland who are trylng to exercise long distance
contrel of the situation without regard to the views of the responsible of-

ficials on the ground.™

The criticism continued, nevertheless, in considerable volume — centering, in
large part, around the appolntment of Marcel Peyrouton as Governor General of
fglgq:r.i.t. Secretary Hull's t;pbrn;idiﬁg of his critics merely made them more
vehement. Few newspapers sympathized with the Secretary's impatlience. The
Lynchburg News remarked, for example, that "When... Secretary Hull insistas
that critics should hold their tongues until they know all the facts, he in-
vites the retort that the Covernment should make known the facts," A 'um].l

number of esditorials called for a reconstitution of the State Department.

Despite Mr. Hull's admonition, much of the newspaper discussion and most of

the radio comment about North Africa and the Casablanca conference were

A- 4587 pd Bu



concerned with political problems,

PRIOCLT

Rubber Administrator Jeffers' blast at "Army and Navy loafera" occasioned a
fresh flood of comment about the synthetiec rubber ;irogrln and the priority

problems which it entails. The bulk of the comment, both in newspapers and
on the air, was more concerned with the personalities involved and the re-

ported conflicts between them than with actual production problems.

Woat of the newspaper discussion appeared in conservative and anti-pdminis-
tration papers in the South and Yidwest. These sources tended to see the
issue as a matter of the public's right to information, viewlng Elmer Davia’
rabuke to Mr. Jeffers in an unfavorable light. The Butte Standard expressed
a common feeling: "Although Jeffers' speech was not according tl.u rules, it is
likely to have a very wholesome effect and it will be pretty generally ap-
plauded by the American people who are beginning to suspect that the experts,
the bureaucrats, the amateur expediters, are gumming up the works on the
production lines... The controversy has been dragged out of the closet,...

It can't be hush-hushed.”

Some commentators expressed sympathy for OWI and criticiszed the Rubbar Chief's
attitude, Mark Sullivan accused him of having ralsed a tempest in a teapot,
H. V. Kaltenborn called the conflict an "honest difference of opinion," but
declared that Mr. Jeffers had been "indiscreet." Some commentators hinted

that Wr. Jeffera might have political ambitions,

The dominant feeling as to the merits of the issue was that military and
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naval needs must take precedence over civilian desires for synthetic rubber,

WAZI ANNIVERSAEY

The gloom which emanated from Berlin during the week aroused some suspicion
among American analysts — particularly among radic commentators. Villiam
Shirer and Samuel Crafton, for example, suygested the possibility that the
Germans were magnifving Russian strength in an affort t.-:a persuade us to re-

lax our Lend-lease aid to Russiu.

Raymond Gram Swing advanced the thesis that Cerman pessimism might be a de-
liberate preparation for the launching of a peace offensive. He saild:

",.. the Nazis can take only two lines as the war progresses; they either
can hope for a compromise peate, or they will throw themselves into destruc-
tion with a ‘rranty surpasalng anything they have shown, even using gas and

bacteria, to bring down European civilization in a crash around them aince

they are doomed,"

Despite such cautions, however, most editorial comment about G-_rmu-;:.r con-
tinued to be staunchly optimistic in tone. The tenth anniversary of Nazism
occasioned sardonic observations that the Mazi sun is setting in the East.
The 5t. Louls Post-Dispateh, for example, noted that, "In past years, this
anniversary has been a day for uninhibited boasting and confident promises...
There was none of this cocksureness in the ceremonies yesterday. The em-
phasis was all on grim warnings that loss of the war -;uld mean the destruc-

tion of Cermany, and on savage threats against slackers and saboteurs."

The RAF raids on the Berlin anniversary celebrants caused great rejoicing,
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And the Red irmy's final deliverance of Stalingrad was hailed as a crushing
blow to Hitler's prestige. In & great many comments, the Nazis were repre-
sented as desperate, with the U-boat campaign remaining as the last trump in

their hand,

POPULAR REACTIONS

CASABLANCS CONFERENIE

The aavance anncuncement that great news was to be expected on Tuesday eve-
ning, January 26, aroused rather extravagant expectations. The Bureau's
field representatives in almost all parts of the country report that people
experienced some sense of disappointment in their reaction to the actual news

of the Roosevelt - Churchill meeting.

There i8 no suggestion in the field reports that the public generally falled
to applaud the President's trip or to recognisze that it achieved significant
results, A good many people, howaver, gauged the accomplishments in rela-
tion to their own unfounded hopes. Some disappointment was expressed, for
example, over the Anglo-imerican nature of the meeting; hope had developed
that a suprems United Nations war councll would be created. According to the
field reporters, regret was widespread over the absence of Fremler Stalin and

Ceneralissimo Chiang Kal-Shek.

A few wishful thinkers in the country had gone so far as to suppose that the
big news to be announced that Tuesday evening would be nothing less than the
end of the war = an Axis capitulation. Others anticipated the announcement

of an important military victory. To such pecple, the facts inevitably

"'5'-‘
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constituted something of a "let down.®

The news of the rapprochement between Cenerals Ciraud and De Caulle also oc-
casioned some expressions of disappointment. Feople said they had hoped for
a more far-reaching and sensational sclution of French politiecal difficulties.

How extensive this sense of "let down" was cannot be measured from the re-
ports of the field men. It seems significant, nevertheless, that among rep-
resantatives reporting from 11 areas, all but one took note of a gap between
popular anticipation and reality. The consensus of opinion among them was
that the build-up for the news had been somewhat excessive and had detracted

from, rather than added to, publiec appreciation of the Casablanca meating,

FEVERIDGE REPORT

Knowledge of Rritain's Beveridge report does not appear to be very wide-
spread in the United States. Social workers and labor editors report, however,
that there is a high measure of enthusiasm for the purposes of this social

securlty program, wherever it is known among their contacts,

These correspondents were asked recently by the Bureau of Intelligence to
comuent on reactions of people in their communities to the Beveridge plan.,
imong members of both panels, there was agreement alsc that, wherever the
plan is known, there is a pronounced feeling that something of the sort

should be adopted in this country.

The correspondents indicate that, most of all, people in thelr communities
want jobs after the war, Next to assurance of employment, they desire
protection through pericds of idleness or illness "from cradle to grave."
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The plan appears to crystallize, in many respects, one of the dominant aspira-
tions which great numbers of people hope that the war will realisze.

It is generally recognized that the Rritish plan would not in all respects fit
the needs of this country -- its stipulated allowances, for example, are too
low. Put, according to the correspondents, it invites review of our own so-
cial securlty program, which they say should provide a better retirement sys—
tem for teachers, broader coverage for unemployment, illness and accidents,
larger grants to dependent children, better guardianship regulations., And
they are convinced that it should be extended to include rarmers, domestic
employees, professional workers, small businessmen and other white collar
groups. The difficulties of financing and administering such an extended
soclal security plan are mentioned by the correspondents, but are not con-

sidered insurmountable,

The most common argument advanced against such a plan in the correspondents’
reports is that "livings must be earned by sweat, and lots of folks won't
sweat unless they have to." But the consensus of opinion among those writing
to the Bureau n this subject was that social workers, teachers, nurses,
liberals and labor are, on the whole, enthusiastic for a program of this
sort. "Organized workers," sald one correspondent, "are as nearly unani-

mous for the program as they are on any question.”

Opposition is expected from those Lostile to any extension of Covernment
controla and from those membara of the medical and dental professions who
abhor tha idea of scclalized medicine. Indeed, surprise was nq:rrcind. that
so far private insurance companies had not been more vocal in their protest,
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According te the correspondents, a good many people of conservative background,
who might be expected to oppose such a plan, tended to regard it as a wise

concession to avert a more serious disruption of our economic system,

These correspendents were, of course, disposed to be sympathetiec to the
Reveridge plan. BHusiness magazines examined by the Bureau were prone to
stress the difficulties and complexities of adapting it to the United States,

They were uniform in forecasting insurance company opposition.

FOOD EATIONING
Interviewing conducted with a small national sample of women in January in-
dizates that about half of them do not now understand how the new food ration-

ing system will operate;

DO YOU FEEL THAT YOU UMDERSTAND FRETTY WELL HOW THIS
NEW ROOD RATIONING PROGRAM IS GOINC TO VORK?

Yea 527
o 48
As might be expected, the point system was the phase of the new program

which was least understood.

The women displayed 1ittle anxiety about comprehensive food rationing. Eight
in ten were confident Americane would still get enough to eat:
NHEN MEAT AMD CANMED POODS ARE RATIONSD, TC YOU THINK

YOU AND YOUR FAMILY WILL STILL BE ARLE TO CET ALL YOU
NEED TC STAY HEALTHY?

:n Bl%
2 T
Don't know 12
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Other attitudes do much to explain this confidence., As reported in Intelli-
gence Report “58, the American people overwhelmingly Accept the need for
comprehensive food rationing. They regard it as a means of assuring aquitable
distribution of scarce goods. Both that survey and the present one showed,
furthermore, that an overwhelming majority ipprmru of shipping focd to our

allies, even if it means further restrictions here.

The current survey revealed that food rationing has not yet entailed much

hardship for most people. COnly 37 per cent sald that they get less coffes

than they need, and only 25 per cent said that they pet too little sugar:
DO YOUR RATION BOOKS ALLO™ YOU MORE SUCAR (COFFEE) THAN

YOU NEED FOR YOUR PAMTLY, OR ABOUT TI'E RIGHT AMOUKT, OR
LESS THAN YOU NEED?

Sugar Coffee
Vore 168 13
About the
right amount 58 L7
Less 25 39
Don't know 1 1

More than a third of the women interviewed .said that they were buying as much
coffee and sugar as they did before rationing, a few said they were buying
even more, Fourteen per cent were not buying all the coffee and sugar their

ration books antitled them to,

There was a widespread feeling that the country could still tighten up a good
bit on its utilization of food — that much food is still being wasted;

#-488T pll Bm



DO YOU PEEL THAT VERY MUCH FOOD I5 BEING WASTED IN

THIS COUNTRY?
Yes LLgE
No 38
Don't know 18

Intdreskingly; Ronever; daspls (o asasens: yamops sbiods waasage &2 food
at army camps, only seven per cent felt that that was where most of the

waste ls occurring. And when the remaining women were asked specifically,
"Do you feel that food is being wasted unnecessarily in Army campa?", only

PR |

12 per cent said "Tes, " i

Th:n' feeling that America's food position is relatively comfortable may alsoc
contribute to the good spirit with which food rationing is accepted. Forty-
three per cent of the women acknowledged that they did not know what effect
food rationing in England had had on the health of the people. But an over-
whelming majority of those with an opinion about the matter felt certain
that our diet is healthier than the English diet, and would continue to be
so even after the new rationing program goes into effect,

The most serious long-term threat to the success of food rationing appears
to be the fear that ultimately there won't be enough food to go around.
Newspaper concern over the faru labor shortage and food production problems
has been acute and may have stimulated popular anxiety about the adequacy
of food supplies, 4About a fourth of the people in this and the preceding

samrle believed that the food situation would ultimately become so sericus
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Ithlt. some people wouldn't have enough to eat,

¥

This arclety definitely colors people's attitudes toward food rationing.
Unlike the recognition that food supplies are scarce, which inclines people
to accept rationing as a means of distributing available supplies equitably,
the panicly fear that there won't be enough food to go around may lead

people to hoard and to oppose rationing.

Approval of food rationing is now high among the entire population. But
only elght in ten of those who were anxious approved of present rationing
plans, as compared with nine in ten of those who were not. Similarly,

those who were amxious were somewhat less inelined to favor sending food

to our allies and to North Africa than was the rest of the population.

If resistance to food ratloning develops, it will probably come largely
from those who display greatest amdety. Those who fall in this ult.ngur;,.
in the earlier sample, were therefore carefully analysed. It was found
that the apprehensive group is disproportionately composed of the economi-
cally insecure, AMuciety was also aiunuly related to low identification
with the war cIrnrt;. "I'hun highly identified with the national cause may
be at cnce more willing to endure necessary sacrifices than are the apa-

thetic, and more confident that the Government will be successful in pre-

venting extreme shortages,

The asscclation between amxlety and lack of schooling was particularly
marked. Arcdety increased progressively as one went down the educational
scale., Only 16 per cent of the college graduates in the sample, but L2 per
cent of those who had not completed grammar school, revealed anxiety about
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the future food supply. The more education people had, the more prone
they were to appreciate the efficacy of such a mechsnism as rationing,

Cn each educational level Negroes displayed more anxlety than whites, and
& large majorit; of the uneducated Negroes in the sam:le fell 'in the amxi-
ety group, Having experienced discrimination, many Negroes may fear that
they are certain to be on the short end of things if the food situation

becomes more acute,

Despite the equalitarian aspects of rationing, more anxiety was displayed
by economically insecure people with little education than by better-to—do
peorle of comparable educaticnal status, In part, tiis may be explained
by the fact that anxiety was associated with the belief that dealers will
play favorites. The poor, like Negroes, may fear that this partiality
will operste to their disadvantage. Pecple with few dollars in thelr
Jeans may also fear that they will be in a poor bargaining position for
cbtaining those foods not yet being rationed,

The problems of resching the poor, the uneducated and Negroes —— the very
groups who most need reassurance about the food situstion — will not be
an easy one. Juestioning reveals, for example, that they listened to

the Wickard and Davis redio speeches outlining the new food program in
significantly smaller numbers than did more favorably situated groups,
Cther types of informational approaches will have to be employed in reach-
ing end influencing them,
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DEVELOPING SITUATIONS

INFLaTION

Signs are multiplying that the anti-inflation program faces its most severe
test since its inception, Famm organizaticns are renewing their pressure
IIu:r an upward revision of the farm price structure, Organized labor is dis-
playing impatience with the Little Steel formula. It Las now been attacked,
not only by John L. Lewls, but alsc by more texzperate labor leaders such as
Fhilip Murrey and R. J. Thomas. The United Mine Workers and the Hailway
brotherhoods have demanded that the formula be revised, The CIO is expected

to come out for revision in the very near future.

The AFL has issued a lukewarm defense of the formula, but scme AFL officials
are declared to have opposed it privately. And one of the AFL's major af=
filistes, the International Ladies' Garment Workers Union, engaged in a
two-day strike last week during which it announced its intention to amash

the 15 per cent limitation on wage increases.

These demands have arisen at a time when the Government itself has appeared
to be wavering in its determinaticn to enforece its anti-inflation program,
The interpretation put on Prentiss Brown's statement about the inevitabili-
ty of a six per cent annual price rise confirmed the fears of many that his
appointment meant some relaxation in the Government's efforts to control .
prices. The Departuwent of Agriculture has introduced price incentives to
spur production of a number of important crops. In spite of the 15 per cent
formula, a WLB panel has recommended a further wage increase for 150,000
meat packing workers, whose wages advanced from 17 to 18 per cent between
January 1, 1941 and May, 1942,
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The present assault upon the price control program is unquestionably attri-
butable, at least in part, to the wave of optimism which swept over the
country follewing the American landirgs in Nerth Africa. Buresu surveys
show that between sumner and late Noverber the rumber of people wio felt
tne United States was certain to win a complete victory incressed from 58
per cent to 73 per cent, In the same period, the beliel that the war would
be over in two years or less gained ground even more rapidly. Because of
sweeping Russian successes and the retreat of Aommel inte Tunisia, it may

be surmised that optimism has grown still further since Novenber,

4 decreased sense of urgency about the war has been one of the fruits of
the feeling that we are sure to win it amyway. Many people have lost some
of the Decenber 7 feeling that the war is a life-and-death affair, demand-
ing an all-out effort on the part of everyone, it least unconsciocusly,

sore people have begun to ask why sacrifites are necessary.

Is is tc be enphasized that this feeling has not been confined to any one
or two groups, Many other pleas for speclal treatment have been volced ba-
sides those detalled here, and each group has been emboldened by a bellef
thet the general public would not strenucusly cppose ite desands. Uver—
confidence may have weakened the will of the American people to resist the

demands of special groups at the ver; time those demands are being advanced

with increasing pressure,

Many of the explosive economic forces working towsrd inflation have been
gathering strength for menths, The recent wave of optimism has simply given

them a better opportunity of asserting themselves. Large commerclal farmers
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want a revision of the price structure basically because the greatest bottle-
neck they face in increasing production is a shortage of cheap labor., High-
er prices for farm products will allow them to compete with industry for
labor without curtailment of present profits,

Workers demand more money primarily because the rise in the cost of living
has already outstripped the 15 per cent wage 1nn:mu' the Little Steel for-
mula permits them. Goverrment and Mational Industrial Conference Board
figures indicate that prices have risen about 20 per cent, and R. J. Thomas,
ameng others, argues that these figures are unrealistic because they do not
take into account "black markets," precipitate price increasses in war cen-

ters and the "hidden inflation" of inferior goods. -

for many reasons, workers are impatient with the argument that further wage
increases will only raise prices higher still, until the country is in the
vortex of a disastrous inflationary spiral. For one thing, like most of
tieir fellow Americans, they are unaware of the interrelationship of the
various parts of the anti-inflation program. They simply don't recognize

the danger of their present demands.

Frevious Bureau of Intelligence studies have shown, too, that workers at-
tach undue importance to production. The sharp rise in output in recent

menths may have reenforced the effect of military successes,

“hether ur not these explanstions are adequate, most observers are agreed
that dissatisfaction, apsthy and cynicism are on the increase among workers,

lHany Labor papers heve harped on the continued retreat of the New Deal, the
"abandonment, " even the "betrayal," of workers by the adrdnistration,
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‘There is & growing belief that more sacrifices have been asked of labor
than of any other group. Wage demands are clearly a part of the whole
problem of labor morale. They are closely related to absenteeism, wildcat
strikes, the tendency to chafe about the concessions labor has already made.
Informational measures directed to workers may have reduced, but have
clearly not eliminated, unwholesome attitudes.

An intensified informational campaign, employing scme new approaches, seems
imperative if the present pressure of workers for higher wages is to be re-
duced, Vorkers have to be shown in ABC terms that inflation is not an ab-
stract concept, but a real and fimminent peril to them and to the nation at
large. They have to be shown how their demands inevitably lead toward in-
flation, and how inflation threatens both the war effort and a stable
econony in the post-war years. MNost important of all, they have to be con=
vinced that the war can't be won on & basis of living-as-usual, that they,
and everyone else, have to reconcile themselves to sacrifices and a lower

standard of living for the duration.

csuch a campaign will be ineffectusl, however, if it gives workers the im—
pression that they have been singled out for special attention or if the
fundamental conditions responsible for thelr dissatisfaction are neglected.
In individual plants and in the nation at large, steps must be taken and
an informaticnal approach adopted which will strengthen workers' identi-
fication with the naticnal cause. And these efforts must be part of a
atill breader program to give the nation as a whole a mwod sense of ur-
gency about the war, and to foster the realization that it can still be

lost by a let-down or & resurgence of selfishness,
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NECROES

Corments by Negro spokesmer and newspapers characterize the indefinite post-
ponement of the railreoad diserimination hearings as the greatest shock to
Negro morale of any event in recent months, FPresident Jdoosevelt's request
that Nr, Melutt set up more effective machinery for protecting the rights
of Negroes, with its implied promise that the railroad case will be heard

once this is done, may undo the damage.

Nearly every national Negro organization and nuwercus lecal groups protested
the deferment of the rnﬂmd hearings. They were joined by associations
concerned with improving racial relations and by numercus labor, liberal
and church organizations, Two delegations composed of representatives of
these organizations came to Wasidington to register their protests. The de-
cision was widely interpreted among Negrces as an indication that the Ad-
ministration had abandoned its fight to win equality of opportunity for them
in war employment. Press comment reflected a deep dense of outrage. The

bitter statements of prominent Negroes were coplously quoted.

The resignation of William H, Hastie, Civilian Aide to the secretary of Var,
augmented the damage caused by the deferment. His charges about the adamant
refusal of the Army to integrate Negroes in the Air Forces was given wide-
spread attention in the Negro press. Field men of the Bureau of Intelli-
gence report rising tension and rancor ameng the Negro rank and file,

.
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PRESS & RADIO COMMENT OF THE WEEK

HOME PROBLEMS

Domestic affairs loomed large in editorial dlscussions of the week. Com-
mentators were freshly concerned over manpower shortages and inflation
threats, In regard to both of these problems, there was an insistent de=

mand for strong governmental action,

Much of the comment respecting manpower centered around the projected sise
of the Army. With varying degrees of wehemence, the editorial pages and
radio broadcasts assailed the wisdom of enlisting 11,000,000 men in the
armed forces. Very few actively supported such an expansion, although a
larger number acknowledged that the matter is a technical one which only
military and naval experts are qualified to determine,

Unsasiness about farm production was the chief basis of objection to the
large-Army program. Discussion of this phase of the problem was stimu-
lated during the week by the testimony of ex-President Hoowver and by the
intreduction of a bill to furlough soldiers for farm work. Another major
objection was that the shipping bottleneck would prevent transportation
overseas of a huge Army and that those men remaining in the United States
eould better serve in industry or on farme than in Army camps. In addition,
some expressed a fear that the removal of so many men from productive enter-
prise would sericusly dislocate our economy and undermine our capacity for

post-war reconstruction,



The concept of America as the arsenal, rather than as the fighting champion,
of democracy had a large measure of explicit or implied support., The most
common arguments against large-scale expansion of the armed forces were
gummed up by the Clneinnati Times Star:

"It should be emphasized that our task in this

war is not quite the same as Russfa's, If we

were defending our own shores and borders against

invasion, we might easily need an armed force of

20,000,000 men., But our job is to supply war

material, food, clothing, medicines and, above

all, transportation, in addition to fighting men.

Not even the United States can expect to do all

these things and at the same time put an army in

the field bigger than Germany's."
On the air, H. V. Kaltenborn declared that, "there is heavy public up:l.nioul:
pressure against putting 11 million men into uniforms by the end of this
year," Optimism about the cutcome of the war may have played a part in the
general editorial opposition to expansion of the fighting services. Al-
though none of them said so, there was apparently a feeling among commen—

tators that a huge Army no longer seemed vitally necessary.

Union pressure for revision of the Little Steel formula to permit wage in-
oreases was viewed by all newspaper and redio commentators who discussed

the subject as an ominous threat to the economle stabilization program,

Most of the comments warned that revision of the formula would strengthen
pressure by farm leaders for higher prices and thus lead to a ruinous in-
flationary spiral, Liberal commentators warned labor that its demands would
provoke retributive restrictions from an outraged Congress and general publie,

Prior to the Byrnes' broadcast, several newspapers blamed the Administration



for weakness in its handling of labor and farm demands. A Sorippe-Howard
editorial, for example, said that John L. Lewis "might still be stopped
if the Administretion would really fight its alleged war on inflation.
But there isn't much time left for that, and it would require much more
courage than this Administration has ever shown in its dealinge with labor
leaders and farm leaders."

MILITARY PROBLENS
There was a good deal of uneasiness about the reported naval battle around

the Solomons, Editorial misgivings expressed themselves in pronounced ir-
ritation over the Navy's information policy — especially over the con-
fusion caused by differences between the MNavy's communique and a statement

made by Secretary Knox,

Commentators were eapecially incensed by the fact that news of the battle
came first from enemy scurces. The Fhiladelphla Record urged the Navy "to
remamber that Americans like to get correct news from Washington, instead
of incorrect news from Tokyo. The admission that a battle has started
doesn't give away any military secrets.” A broadcast by Cecil Brown charged
that "The Navy appears to prefer to give out information at a time not en—
tirely when security is involved, but when the Havy can put losses beaide
our gains, That would indicate the Navy isn't yet sure that the Aimerican

pecple can take it,"

Respecting the reported battle itself, the consensus was that behind the
vell of censorship an important engagement was in progress, or at least
impending,

Jubilance over Gsrman reverses on the eastern front was tempered last week



in some quarters by a fear that Russian successes might lead to communist
domination of Eurcpe. Some commentators, who did not themselves express
any such fears, considered it necessary to warn specifically against thea,

The Patterson-MocCormlick newspapers were, of course, among those which ex-
pressed anxiety about Russian strength. The New York Daily News and Wash-
ington Times Herald called it "a cinch bet that the much-discussed post-

war policing of Germany will be done by the Russians,., Stalin will ac-

complish what Hitler tried to do — dominate all Europe.”

Radio commentator Gabriel Heatter, on the cther hand, identified fear of
Russia with Nasi propaganda, He declared that, "If we let Hitler frighten
us now into a negotiated peace by reviving his Russian bogies, it will be
a tragedy for us all,"

The bulk of the comment on the fighting in Russia, however, was conocerned
wholly with its military consequences and was unqualifiedly optimistio.
Newspaper and radic comments alike expressed a considerable measure of
assurance that the Red Army will push the Germans out of the Caucasus, re-
take Rostov and Kharkov and perhaps finally crack Hitler's military machine,
The prevailing good cheer was heightened, of course, by the Japanese aban-
donment of Guadalcanal,

PEESS AND RADIO COMMENT OF THE WEEK reports the maln currents of edl-
torlal cpinlon because they Indicate the ways In which svents are be-
Ing Interprated to the American public. Based on leadIng metropal itan
dallles and major network commentators, It constitutes a gqualitat ive,

not & quant ltatlve, evaluation of current editorial influances.



POPULAR REACTIONS

INFORMATION CAMPAIGNS AND INERTIA
Civilian participation in the war effort may require a stimilus beyond sim-

ple information. The public is subject to an inertia out of which it can
be stirred only by prodding its sense of urgency asbout the war., This in-
ertia seems to be illustrated by the response of American women to the our-
rent campaign for conservation of kitchen fats and greases.

The campaign appears to be one of the most succesafully publicised of all
programs calling for civilian effort. Among a national sample of women in-
terviewed by the Bureau of Intelligence late in January, 92 per cent saild
they had heard that people were being asked to tumm in their waste kitchen
fats, Eighty-sixz per cent said they were convinced that there is a real
need for the conservation of fats. And most of these women knew, in gen-

eral, the use to be made of the fats they saved.

But with all this awareness, actual participation in the program proved
disappointingly small, Less than a third of the women 11!":-!"1;"!‘(1 had ac-
tually turned in any fats or greases by the latter part of January.

31 per cent had turned in fats or drippings.

28 per cent were saving fats, but had not yet

turned any in,
33 per cent were not saving fats,
8 per cent had not heard of the campaign.

The 28 per cent who were saving fats but had not yet turned any in may have
included women who utilize waste fats for home consumpticn, as well as scme

who, at the time of the interviewing, had not accumilated a sufficient
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amount to turn in, Food shortages, particularly the scarcity of butter,
may have promoted a more economical use of materials which were once re-

garded as waste,

Farticipation in the fat-saving program was highest among upper educational
and economic groups and was markedly greater in citles and towns than in
rural areas, Women who did their own marketing and cocking were more coop-

erative than others,

Few women had experienced any difficulty in turning in the fats they had
collected. Seven out of ten knew that the fats and greases should be taken
to thelir butchers and that they should be saved in tin cans. Less than half,
however, were aware that they needed to collect a pound before turning it

in to the collection station, A majority knew that they could be paid, but
less than a fourth felt that they should be paid for fats turned inm.

These findings suggest an inference which may be applicable to all d rives
designed to promote civilian participation. They indicate that the problem
here is not one of resistance to the proposed activity, but merely one of
apathy or inertia, There id a need, apparently, for supplementing direct
informational nlnplign'a with measures to bolster the civilian sense of
urgency. When people are asked to contribute to a war program they need

to be reminded that the war is not yet won and that their full participation

is still needed to win it,

SHOE RATIONING
Reglonal Officers of the OWI Field Division are substantially in agreement



that the shoe rationing order was generally accepted as reasonable, prac-
tical and effective, The prevailing judgment was that the public, on the
whole, was thoroughly pleased that the new regulation had been imposed
without any advance warning, ;

Regional Offices and ration boards were, of course, flooded with inquiries
immediately after the order had been issued, Few of the calls, however,
took the form of protest., For the most part, people seemed delighted that
no one had time to stock up on shoes prior to the general restrictionm,

Some of the field men, particularly 15 Alis Soukh Al eathedet, reperted
that the new rationing order had provcked a good many rumors that clothing
would alsc scon be placed under ration restrictions. In Dallas, Hew Or=—
leans and Atlanta, a noticeable increase in clothing purchases was re-
ported,

The only complaints about the handling of the new rationing measure came
from a few Reglomal Officers who felt that inadequate advance notice had
been given to them and to local OFA officials.

The public generally seemed to feel that the shoe regulation was not too
harsh and would enable most adults to get by without sericus inconvenience.
But complaint was heard that three pairs of shoes yearly would not be
enough for growing children, who outgrow, if they do not wear cut, their
shoas much faster than adults,



DEVELOPING SITUATIONS

FARM LABOR

Reports from correspondents and field representatives of the Bureau of In-
telligence indicate that farmers remain bitter about the Government's
handling of their labor problem and feel that no adequate soluticn has yet

been found for it.

Hard pressed themselves, farmers resent the prosperity and comparatively
short hours of industrial workers. Some of this resentment spills over
against an Administration which they regard as labor's champion., The Ad-
ministretion is blamed, too, for failure to adopt a firm and o cmprehen~
sive manpower policy which would give adequate consideration to the needs
of farmers. PFroma small town in Wisconsin, one correspondent of the
Bureau writes:

"Dairying is an essential of essentials, yet the

mills are going into the farm lands for labor to

replace men called up,”
It is generally agreed among the Bureau's correspondents that the situ-
ation has been eased by recent Selective Service rulings I.H‘ by 'rl.h- nfrees-
ing" of labor on dairy, livestock and poultry farms, But it is felt that
these moves were too long delayed, Furthermore, the commnity pressure
which is always so pronounced in rural areas is said to be cancelling the
value of the new draft regulations to some extent. Another correspondent
reports:

"Local draft boards, I hear, are still taking farm

workers despite the new regulations concerning work-

ers on essential farms. The difficulty seems to be
that the local boards, having drafted sons and



employes of some of the neighbors, now feel they

cannot treat those of others differently., In many

cases the young man does nmot ocare to appeal but ia

amclous to get into the service... Farm boys feal

that they will be under some stigma if they do not

get into the armed forces.”
The consequences of the tight farm laber situation, which is made worse by
the scarcity of farm machinery, are painted darkly by the Bureau's corres—
pondents, Many of them report the same scrt of incidemt which has been
given so much attention in the press: heavy sale of dairy cows for slaugh-
ter; the sale of farmsteads because of the difficulty of getting farm hande
to replace drafted scns, A note of warning is evident in many of the let-
ters: if farmers aren't given the manpower and machinery they need to meet
production goals, the correspondents suggest, they will lower their sights

to what they know they can take care of,

There is some recognition, however, that not all the heralded sales of

farms can be blated on the labor shortage:

NI cannot be made to believe that lack of farm

labor is the sole reason for liguidating farms —
as mch as anything it is the chance of a farmer

to move to town and work in industry, a chance

he has never had before. He quits farming for
that' reason, and for the reason that he can sell

anything he has for more than he probably will
ever get again, He's no farmer at heart,”

Some of the correspondents also take cognisance of the fact that the high
price of livestock has something to do with the heavy sale of dairy cowa
for slaughter, And one or two correspondents stress the determination of
farmers to surmount the problems which confront them:

"Despite the statements to the contrary by some

farm leaders, farmers in general are in a very

good state of mind. Financially they have had

a good year... Their spirit toward the war is
splendid, and no matter how much grouching you



hear, the fact is that the farmers are grimly

determined to meet their goals this year if it

is humanly possible to do it, and will put in

whatever amount of work that calls for,"
On the whole, however, the Bureau's correspondents paint an exceedingly
dark picture of the farm labor situation and its probable conssquances on
farm morale and on production. A nationwide farm labor survey conducted
last sutumn by the Department of Agriculture suggests that they, like the
medla, may have exaggerated the gravity of the labor crisia,

The survey indicates that, while the situation is

unprecedentedly tight, so tight that many indi-

vidual operators may be caught short of help, in

general there are sources of replacement for the

additional workers which will be needed., The real

problem comes in the fact that v these

replacements leave much to be de . Many ad-

Justments are evidently needed, in employment and

operating practices, to ensble farmers to make the

most of a limited and less competent labor supply,
Between September 1941 and September 1942, the Department of Agrioulturse
estimates 1,600,000 farm workers and operstors left agriculture, about
$00,000 to take joba in industry, about 700,000 to enter the armed forces,
This lose was replaced, but many of the replacements were clder men, women,
youths of school age and children. In September 1942, there were 500,000
fewer men 18 to Li years of age on farms than there had been a year sarlier,
Despite this shift in the composition of the work force, it will be remem-
bered that American farmers were able to inereass production by 13 per cent

in 1942,

Net all farms were able to make full replacement of the workers who left.
In general, the large commercial farms replaced workers most readily., They
were in a better position to bargain for the available labor and many oper—
ators of family sise farms elected to maintain productidn with a reduced

mumber of workers by working more hours per week,
- 10 =



The situation will, of course, be tighter and more difficult in 1943. Most
of the slack which existed when the war began has already been taken up,
Many of the bast sources of reserve labor supply have already been dipped
into.

The Department of Agriculture survey indicated that farmers anticipated a
net loss of some 800,000 workers between September 1942 and September 1943,
And they axpected the smaller labor force to contain a higher proporticn of
older men, women and children.

Deapite this, two-thirds of the farmers in the sample believed that they could
maintain preduction:
HWUFMMMMMLTIGRMMM,
DO YOU BELIEVE THIS FARM CAN HANDLE AS LARGE AN ACHEAGE OF
CROPS AND AS MANY HEAD OF LIVESTOCE AS IN 19427
Yes 678
Ne 33
These figures are less cheerful than they at first appear. It was the amaller
farmers who were most optimistic about maintaining production. Over half of
the .farmers cultivating units of 500 acres or more sald that they would have
to reduce operations. These large commercial farmers produce a very large
proportion of all the food and riber which is marketed, :

However, Agriculture's survey was made before the revision of Selective Serv-
ice policies and the freesing of certain types of farm labor, These measures
have afforded farmers a certain measure of relief, and James F, Byrne's dis-
closurs that the Army is considering plans to furlough men to help with the
harvest indicates that more relief may be forthcoming.



There is no denying the reality of the farm labor shortage. But there are
indications that its seriousness has been exploited by organizations repre—
ssnting the large commercial farmers. There are manifest advantages to these
farmers in & solution of the crisis based upon higher prices as well as an

effort to eass the labor shortags.

Much has been made of isolated instances. Broad generalizations have been
based on purely local situations.. Despite all the emphasis on the sale of
farms, for example, the Department url Agriculture survey indicated that few
farms have been taken out of production. To reassure the publie, information
is needed which will present the whole situation in perspective and clarify

the steps the Government is taking to meet it.

At the same time intensified informational and educational measures are nec-
essary to show tfarm people that the Government understands their problems.

The major emphasis of the campaign can be on the constructive measures the
Department of Agriculture has already proposed for meeting the crisis, such

a8 adjustmants of farming practices to reduce or spread out peak labor re-
quirements; changes in employment practices; pooling the available labor
supply within communities; the cooperative use of labor-saving machinery;

and the tfullest possible utilization of types of labor not hitherto relied
upon extensively. Fortunately, agencies alrsady exist for bringing intormaticn
to farm psople about such measures in terms of their local requirements,

LEND-LEASE s

Reports from various divisions of the Bureau of Intelligence indicate that
Lend=Lease is now among the least controversial of all war measures, It is
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overwhelmingly accepted by both press and public as, in Dean Acheson's words,
wthe corner-stone of our wartime relations with friendly powers."

quimmuurmumllwlnhm-ndmquqmm
support for Lend-Lease already high in the sutum, increased still further
by the turn of the year:

SHOULD WE CONTINUE TO SEND SUPPLIES TO OUR ALLIES EVEN
IF IT MEANS WE WILL HAVE SOME SHORTAGES HERE AT HOME?

LOctobar January
Yes 88% 943
No 7 L
Don't know 5 2

%

The increase is particularly remarkable in view of the fact that in October
Lend-Lease was already accepted by all but 12 per cent of those interviewsd.
It is to be noted, too, that the question directed attention to the possible
cost of Lend-Leass in terms of shortages hers in the United Statea.

Th-JMmunnmmmmmnuruMuhhﬂp
other nations in the period immediately after the war., Of course, sentiment
on this issue may shift when victory has besn won,
IF IT MEANS THAT WE HAVE TO CONTINUE RATIONING AND OTHER
SACRIFICES AFTER THE WAR, DO YOU THINK WE OUGHT TO HELP
FEED AND RERUILD OTHER COUNTRIES?
Yen Tag
No 17
Don't know 5
Reports from field representatives and correspondents of the Bureau also sug-
gest that the Lend-Lease program is well accepted by the American people.
Complaints of any sort about it are relatively Tare,
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A recent Gallup poll confirms these rindings of the Bureau. Ferhaps because
the Gallup question identified the Lend-Lease program by name,.instead of
describing it, one-fourth of the people in the sample sald that they were
unfamiliar with it. But a decisive majority of those who were acquainted

with the program approved of itg

DO YOU FAVOR OR OFPOSE CONTINUING THE LEASE-LEND PROGRAM?
Favor 7 4
Oppose 9
Undecided 9
This approval is all the more remarkable in view of the fact that most of
these people did not think that the United States would ever be repaid, in
terms of money or goods, for its Lend-Lease ald:
DO YOU THINE THE NATIONS NOW GETTING LEASE-LEND MATERIALS

FROM US WILL REPAY US FOR THESE MATERIALS EITHER IN MONEY
OR IN GOODS, OR WILL NOT REPAY US AT ALL?

Will repay 291
Will not 58
No opinion 13

Of course, enthusiasm ror Lend-Lease may wane once Americans feel the full
burden of wartime taxes and privations. There is perhaps some danger in the
fact that 72 per cent of those ramiliar with Lend-Lease in the Gallup sample
believed that America should be repald ror its Lend-Lease aid. 3Some of these
people, however, may have had in mind the sort of repayment America is already
receiving in the form of recriprocal aid, Others may nave peen thinking of

post war territorial and trade concesslons,

Newspaper and radio comment on Lend-Leass has in general mirrored the favor-

uble viewpoint of the public. From June 1942 until this January, oppositicn
)
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to Lend-Lease was almost sxclusively confined to consistently isolationist
papers. At the turn of the year, however, the proposal that Congress inves-
tigate Lend-Lease won mild support in the press,

Most of these papers favoring an investigation adopted an inquiring, rather
than a critical, attitude, Many of them warnea against abuse of the probe
by Congressional opponents of the Administration. By and large, only iso—
lationist papers voiced outright opposition to Lend-Leass. The rest of those
supporting the investigation simply argued that Congress, "under its consti-
tutional responaibilities”, should investigate any program it desired,

This temperate flurry of skepticism quickly subsided, The Stettinius year-
end report on Lend-Lease won almost unanimous approval from the fourth of the
papers in the Bureau's sample which commented upon it. Only the Chicago
Tribune and The Washington Times Herald alssented. A number of papers ap-
Plauded the decision of the Republicans in Congress not to oppose the re-

newal of thea Act.

In the Last two weeks there has been ancther burst of criticlsm or Lend-
Lease from & small minority of uutor-,. radio commentators and trade publica~
tions, The critics have asked whether the United States has not been prod=
igal with Lend-Lease supplies at the expense of the American people's stand-
ard of living. Fulton Lewls Jr. argued that the public should be informed
where all supplies except war materials are sent, so that the American pec—
Ple will know "who is getting that meat that we are giving up and how much
they're getting.” The isolationist press has kept up, or intensified, its
sniping at the whole philoscphy of The Lend-Lease program.



Most newspapers and commentators, however, have contimued to give Lend-Lease
warm support. The prewvalling wiewpoint has been that the benefits of ship-
ping military equipment, food and other supplies to our allies far outweigh
any sacrifices they may make necessary at homs, There have been numerous
expressions of regret that we have not been able to send greater quantities
of material to Eussia and China.

Froa the beginning of the discussion of the program, Lend-Lease has been
credited with keeping war away fmm-hnmlm-ﬂuaﬂlnliﬂ warfare
posaible. Recently some commentatoras have sndorsed the mt.—m.:’ of Govern—
ment officials that Lend-Lease has been of significant help to the Rusalans
in their present offensive, Sydney Moseley and one or two others have attrib-
uted Turkey's defiance of the Axis in part to the Lend-Lease aid she has re-
ceived and been promised.

The reciprocal nature of Lend-Leass has received increasing attention. News
columns, editoriale and radio commentators have emphasised the fact that Amer-
ica is receiving immediate tangible returns from her allies for the aid she is
glving them, S5till more emphasis on this idea iz perhaps needed to eradicate
the lingering notion that Lend-Lease is a kind or glorified hand-out. In ad-
dition, more stress may be desirable on the post-war benefits of Lend-Lease.
There has been relatively little comment thus far on Lend-Lease as a long-
term good will asset, and on the possibility of setting up some machinery as
imaginative as Lend-Lease to stimulate post-war trade.

HIDDEN INFLATION

Riesing prices are not the only avernue to inflation; the cost of living can
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be boosted, also, by lowering the quality of the goods that people buy.

Labor -d.it:;lﬂ and social workers who are regular correspondents of the Bu- &
reau of Intelligence were asked to report the extent to which people in their
communities feel that this sort of hidden inflation is dccurring., The con-
sensus among them was that awareness of lowered quality of consumer goods has
become fairly widespread, but that the condition is not a major public griev=
ance. For the most part, the deterioration of quality which has taken place
sesms to be accepted by the public as an inevitable consequence of the war,

A few, however, view the situation angrily as evidence of the ineffectliveneas
of price control and the ineptitude of OPA. "Pluj.'luli are losing faith in price
gontrol," reports one correspondent. "The consumer knmows only that, despite
price control, he is paying more for the necessities of life and other goods
he is purchasing.”

The reduction of quality in consumsr goods is recognized by people in a va-

riety of forms., They complain that packages are Bmaller, that there are few-
er pieces in cans, that wearing apparel is :H.p:l.ir and sleezier. Some people
assert that manufacturers have il.l.hlt.it-;.tod p&onr lines for goods which pre- :

viously used restricted materials, Helabeling of some brands to permit the
evasion of celling prices is also charged occcasionally.

Clothing and food, especially meat, head the list of items in which deteri-
oration in quality has been noticed. Women's dresses, nightgowns, slips, etc.,
are reported to be inferior in quality of material, sidmpy in cut and of poorer

workmanship.

Shoes, according to the correspondents, were among the first articles of
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Apparel to reveal inferior materials and workmanship. One social worker,
indeed, commented that "Shos merchants appear to make a point of stimulating
overbuying by reports to the public that shoes, in the future, will be def=
initely inferior in quality, but will be priced considerably higher than the
present product, which they admit is already inferior.n”

A number of the correspondanta report complaints that foodstuffs are not as
high in quality as formerly, that prices on various cuts of meat are juggled
to evage price control. Eggs, people charge, are smaller and less fresh than
they used to be; butter is of a poorer grade; cream gets thinner all the time;
coftes secured with the first ration coupon had less freshness and flavor.

In large part, psople sttribute this deterioration to wartime shortages —
particularly to the fact that vast supplies of food and other goods must be
sent to the armed forces. Buyers are less indulgent, however, when the poor
quality seems unnecessary and when they suspect the merchant of profiteering at
the expense of his retail customer. A few people suspect aevious favoritism on
the part or dealers, feeling that the best grades and butter brands of goods
are not made available to all alike, Thi_ptwlil:l.q[ Jjudgment among the corre-
spondents, nevertheless, was that, for the most part, complaints on this scbre
amounted to plain "American grousing," without muich real bitterness behind it,

IRRITANT

Labor sditors, mesbers of' one of the Bureau's regular correspondance panels re=
port an angry sense of resentment among workers over the criticism of organised
labor made recently by Eddie Richenbacker and a few other service men. Their
comments on this luh_io-n‘t. were extremely heated and entirely spontaneocus; the
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Bureau did not suggest the topdc,

The prevailing judgment among the labor editors is that criticism of this
sort does nothing to promote worker enthusiaeam, but, on the contrary, an-
tagonises workers and widens the cleavage between them and the gensral pub-
lic. As ome correspondent put it in a representative comment, "The guys who
are doing their duty in the mills reel it like a physical push in the facem
when men in uniform 'go off half cocked."

These correspondents are not unaware of organiszed labor's shortcomings. They
deplore the occaslonal strikes in war industries. But they feel that labor,
as a whole, is trylng to cooperate in the war effort and that it should not be
stigmatized by the unfortunate actions of a tiny minority. The normal patri-
otiec working man, they assert, is cutraged and embittered by indiscriminate
aspersions upon labor in general.

Some of the correspondents express a fear that gibes at labor by men in uni-
form may produce a dangerous antagonism when the war is over, There are dark
suggestions about what may happen "when these boys return to civilian 1life
rith aniping on both sides resulting in some rather bloody affairs.” A few
suggest that the Government should make some effort to keep service men from
fomenting inter-class hostility,

- - R R ===



OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION i /
WASHINGTOMN

February 25, 1943 T‘U

)

My dear Miss Tully:

Enclosed is the current INTELLIGENCE
REPORT, Bo. &4.

Two iteme included in it may scem to
you to be of special interest to the President.
On page four under the headins, "Fear of 'Burceucracy'",
there are presented some findings which indicate popu-
lar misgivings about the extension of Govermment controls
of business after the war. On page nine under the
heading, "Understanding of Inflation", there is a
gsummary of & detalled survey made by the Bureau on a
relationship between approval and understanding of
anti-inflation controls.

Sinceraly yours,

-~
r -
- -~ -
— Tt

' R+ Keith Kane
Chief, Bureau of Intelligence

Mise Grace Tully

Secretary

Prasident of the Unitad States
Tha White House

Washington, D. C.

ERITER
TATES




Gw

2-26-43

INTELLIGENCE REPORT 64

F

o

O FFICE

WAR INFORMATION

BUREAWU OF
INTELLIGENCE

1

COPY No.




CONTENTS

PRESS AND RADIO COMMENT OF THE WEEK

+ SETBACK Page |

Frankly representing our lcsses in Nerth Africa as a de-
feat, commentators generally attributed them to Inexpe-
riance and Inferior equipment. They showed no leoss of
confidence that we will ultimately win the battie far
Tunisla.

CHINA Page 2

Madame Chiang Kal-Shek won the affection and admiration
of press and radlo. Increased ald for China was widely
urged,

REVOLT Page 3

Commentators continued to encourage congressional "inde-
pendence, " but disclosed some fear that It might get out
of hand. On some Issues, they supported Congress; on
others, the executive,

ROPULAR REACTIONS

'
FEAR OF "BUREAUCRACY" Page 4

A growlng minority of the public is fearful of the Gov-
ernment's aconomic controls. People anticipate, In far
greater numbers than they endorse, the extension of Gov-.
ernment controls over business after the war,

BADID TREATMENT OF OWI CAMPA|GHNS Page &

In general, radlo has been alert and cooperative In Its
handling of Government information campalgns., The dis-
tribution of emphasis among the numerous Government pro-
grams has been falrly wel| balanced, save that the sub-
ject of the Unlted Natlons has been comparatively neg-
lected,

I-Mfl-’l--!-ﬂ..l..“l-..



DEVELOPING SITUATIONS

B-0873-Pa-nobu

UNDERSTAND ING OF INFLATION Page 9

The Government's economlc program is not wlidely under-—
stood, even among those who endorse It, The public Is
not yet prepared for the general reductlion of |living
standards which anti-Inflation measures must entall If
they are to operate effectively.

BEDROCK LIVING STANDARDS Fage I5

A study by the Office of Civil|ian Supply reveals the
levels to which productlion of consumer goods may be cut,
Release of this study may glive the public a healthy
shock, But It may also promote panic buying., It should
be accompanied by an Information campalgn to promote co-
operation with ratlenlng programs.

A summary of Investigation and analysis
conducted for certain OWl officials, Is-
sued for OWl and the interest of other
members of the Government.

The period covered by this report is the
weak of February |8 through February 23,
except where otherwise specifically stated



PRESS & RADIO COMMENT OF THE WEEK

SETRACK
Neither press nor radio minimized the bad news from Korth Africa. Comments
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frankly called it a defeat. In general, however, they followed the lines
suggested by Secretary Stimson that we should neither exaggerate nor under-

estimate the losses we had suffered.

The most common explanations of the setback were that the Cermans were su-
perior in numbers and equipment or that the American troope were lacking in
battle experience. There were few direct charges of faulty strategy on the
part of the American military command in Nerth Africa.

There were complaints, however, that American tanks and planes have been
proved inferior to those of the Germans. Fletcher Pratt declared that,
"The people in charge of deslgn and production of American fighter planes
simply have beem left well behind by both the British and the Germans."
Cal Tinney, on the air, argued that, "Supericr equipment, more than the
relative experlence of the opposing armieas, is what got Uncle Sam's head
skinned up in Tunisia this week." :

The approach of the British Eighth Army was hailed by commentators with
rather refreshing humility. It was widely assumed that th:lu seagoned
degert fighters, under the experienced command of En-n:.'l. Montgomery, would
turn the tide. On the whole, there was little loss of nlr.n.fidmuc in the
eventual cutcome of the battle for Tunisia.

Some commentators were fearful, however, about the effect of our setback
on neutrals — Spain and Portugal in particular. Drew Pearson observed
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that the Spanish fascists "have a well equipped, German-trained army in
Spanigh Moroceo, where they could attack us from behind."

Comment on the handling of the news from the front was light, both in the
newspapers and on the air; but what there was of it applauded the prompt
release of the newe and its freedom from sugar-coating. On the plus side
of the ledger, it was felt that the realities of war were now being brought
bome to the Amerlcan pecple and would prod them into all-out effort.

o _-._,_ v
Madame Chisng Hai-Shek completely captivated the gentlemen of the press and
of the radlio. She was all but apothecsized. It was generally agreed that
she made a powerful impression in her appearance before Congress.

A considerable number of newspapers, although by no means a majorlty, played
up her speech as & plea for increased emphasis on the Pagific war. The ax-
isclationist press tock Madame Chieng's remarks as support for their po-

sition that Japan should be regarded as ocur prime enemy.

Comment, in general, concurred in the desirabllity of providing additional
supplies for China, but avoided commitment as to the relative importance of
the European and Asiatic fronte. Sympethy for China and affection for Madame
Chiang keynoted almost all discussion of the subject.

REVOLT

Editors found themselves this week somewhat unhapplly reaping the whirlwind
of the congregsional independence they had helped to sow. They continued
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fervently 'in faver of legislative checks on the Executive, but were uneasy
that these might add up to a dangerous checkmate.

support of Congress varied in accordance with specific issues. In regard
to the $25,000 salary celling, newspaper editorials were almost unanimous
in vehement condemmaticn of the President. The prevailing judgment was
that Congress should and would revoke the executive limitation. Radio com-

ment on this question was consistently noncommittal.

The liquidation of the National Resources Flanning Board evoked a mixed re-
action during the week; tut senatorial resclutions locking to post-war
planning by Congress itself were received favorably by most of those com-
mentings The Detroit Free Press, for example, said that, "Certaln execu-
tive agencies... are already working out plans of their own. Congress...
should not leave this field entirely to the Administration.®

On the other hand, the Kilday Bill to give draft deferment to men with
mumu;mmnthmlumbrhth,mllﬁdmmmhmn.
They were equally critical of the McKellar Bill providing for senatorial
review of appointments to executive agencies. The dominant view appears to
be that the Legislature should restrain the Exscutive, but that it should
not attempt to manage the war from the floor of Congress.

PRESS AND RADIO COMMENT OF THWE WEEK reportis the maln currents of edi=
torial opinion because they Indicate the ways in which events mre bDe-
ing interpreted to the American public. Based on leading metropolitan
n?lin and major network commentators, it constltutes a qualitative,
not a gquantitative, svaluatlon of current editorial influsnce.
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POPULAR REACTIONS
FEAR OF "BUREAUCRACY"

The bulk of the American public accepts Government control of the country's
economic life as inevitable in wartime. Some feel, indeed, that the Govern-
ment has not applied ite regulatory powers with sufficient scope and severi-
ty. But another minorlty fears that Government control is incompatible

with free enterprise and individual initiative.

Last fall's congresslonal elections gave Administration opponents an op-
portunity to play upon this fear. The bugbear of "regimentation” was re-
vived. The Government was described as "a wast, sprawling bureaucracy,"
sometimes as "tétalitarian.n® Plnming for the future was stigmatized as
somshow inimical to democratic freedom. \

A gquestion msked by the Bureau of Intelligence in identical terms before
and after the elections reveals that the minority fearful of governmental

control hap gromn:

AT THE PRESENT TIME, DO YOU THINK THE GOVERNMENT HAS
mmmmmnmwmmommmw
DOIKRG BUSINESE IN THIS COUNTRYT

September  December

Too much 19% 27%
About right 34 36
Kot emough a3 25
Don't lmow 1L 12

In the latter part of January, the Bureau asked two other gquestions regard-
ing Government control over business in the futurs. The first of these had
been asked previcusly in December and discloses an increased anticlpation
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that governmental controls will be extended when the war is over:

RIGHT AFTER THE WAR, DO YOU THINK THE GOVERNMENT WILL
HAVE MORE CONTROL OR LESS CONTROL OVER OUR WAY OF DO-
ING BUSINESS THAN IT HAS NOW?

December  January
Mors 529 628
Same 1 16
Lees 22 16
Don't kmow 15 6

fihile a sizeable majority of the public expected the Government to exerclse
increased control after the war, it is noteworthy that only half as many
people desired this development. The wish here is quite apparently not
father to the thought:

DO YOU THINK THE GOVERNMENT SHOQULD HAVE MORE CONTROL
OH LESS CONTROL OVER OUR WAY OF DOING BUSINESS THAN
IT HAS NOW? (January)

More
Same
Less
Dom't know

-

FEER

In general, better educated people were more prone to anticlipate increased
Government control in the future than were those of inferior educational
background. Conversely, however, the peopls with less education were some-
what more prone to express approval of such a development.

These educational differences wers largely a matter of econoamle status.
People in the lower income brackets, who tend also to be people with in-
farior schooling, were more disposed than those better off econmomically to ap-
prove of imereased Government coritrol over business after the war. Pecple
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in the upper income brackets were, however, more disposed to anticipate (and
evidently to fear) that Government controls would be extended.

This fear of governmental activities in the future may prove a serious
bloek to the achlavement of stable international economic arrangements.
For the complexity of post-war economic problems is likely to require a
greater measure of Government intervention than in the past. People need
asgurance that the Government is merely an effective instrumentality for
exscuting their collective will.

RALIO TREATVENT OF OWI CAMPAIGNS

Less than five hours after shoe rationing was announced the Charlie McCarthy
ghow went on the air with a good-natured wiseecrack about the program. Just
a8 his companions prepared to throw out an obnoxious English peer, Charlie
exclaimed: "Waltl Firat get his shoea." This sort of topical allusion
has been characteristic of radio treatment of the war.

In general, a Bureasu of Intelligence study indiecates, radio has been alert
and cooperative in its handling of Government hfurut.im campaigns. The
study covered the week of February 2-8. A represantative selectlion of all
network broadcasts carried by Washington, D.C., stations was monitored.

Of the 158 broadeasts which were analyzed, 102 carried ONI campalgn mes-
sages. An additional 28 contained jokes or other references designed to
further Government campaigns. On about one-third of the broadeasts earry-
ing messagee, the star of the show made the announcement in person. About

one-fourth of the messages wers tied up with commercials.
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The distribution of emphasis was fairly well balanced. Food production,
ratloning, conservatlon, the war bond campaign and production and manpower
probleas all received a generous amount of attention.

The subject of the United Nations, however, was notably neglected. Although
it recelived a fair amount of time, this was largely because Cal Tinney de-
voted a large part of ane brmﬁmt to diseussing America's relationship
with Russia. Among all the remaining programs, there were only thm'otiur
refersnces to the United Nations, all of them quite casual. This can hard-
ly be explained on the ground that people are "fed up" with the subject.

As previously reported (see Intelligence Report #59), a public opinion sur-
vey made in Fhiladelphia, right after a six week spot campaign on the
United Nations had run its course, disolosed very littls feeling that the
subject was being overemphasized. Twenty-nine per cent of those inter-
viewed felt that too 1little due had been given America's allies on the air.

The scheduling of Government messages was hig,hl;r Jjudicious. About half of
the messages were carried after 6 p.m., when the largest audiences are
available. Most of the rest were scheduled during the daytime for clearly
discernible reagons. Thus, nine agricultural messages were broadcast on
the popular "National Farm and Home Hour" and "Country Journal" programs.
The Treasury's "Release Penndes" broadcasta, being aimed at children, were
put on the air just before suppertime. Many messages addressed prhqrilr

to women naturally received most stress during the day.

Most of the campaign messages were carried as straight anmouncements. Ex-
eluding from congideration the "National Farm and Home Hour," only about
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one-fifth of the messages were integrated into radio programs. In the
necessarily subjective judgment of the monitors, however, the integrated
references were coneiderably more effective than the stralght anmouncements.
They ranged from jJokes and ghort ditties to dramatizations built entirely

around war problems.

It is, of course, difficult to gensralize about & large and varled group of
radic broadessts. But it was the opinion of the monitors that the broad-
casts dealt with in this study were valuable primarily becsuse they helped
pet the tone for public reactions to Government programs. In particular,
they attempted to popularize an attitude of good-humored acceptance of war-
‘H.I..l‘hrinilﬂﬂill and sacrifices.

Perhaps the most notable shorteoming of the broadcasts was thelr failure to
explain the reasons for those sacrifices persvasively. The problems OWIL
has the respensibility of explaining to the public wers reflected and re-

farred to in these broademsts, but they wers saldem examined in complete and

convineing detail.
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DEVELOPING SITUATIONS
UNDERSTANDING OF INFLATION

The American people are kesnly aware of the chisf portent of inflation —
en inereased cost of living. But they do not appear to be aware of in-

flation as a real, imminent and terrible danger. The term " tion™ has
never been given shape, substance or vitality; it has remained an abstract

concept.

in overwhelming majority of Americans want the Government to control the
cost of living and, for the most part, have confidence that it can do so.
They do not clearly understand, however, that this control can be exercised
effectively only through their own cooperation end self-denial. They tend,
indeed, to lock upon the Government's efforts at price control as a means
of maintaining their accustomed peacetime steandarde of living in the midst

of & war.

In large measure, as & matter of fact, peacetime living standards have actu-
ally been maintained thus far in the war. Between 1940 and 1942, the npa-
tional income jumped by about 50 per cent. The increase was, of course,
unevenly dluh‘i‘but:nd. Idving standards of some families whose chlef wage
sarners entered the armed forces were curtailed; so were those of some
white collar business and professional workers with fixed or diminished
earnings. But about a third of the American pecple admitted last fall, when
they were interviewed by the Bureau of Intelligence, that they and thelr
families had more money coming in than befors the war. Only one-quarter
gaid they had lese money coming in.
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The Bureau interviewed an unusually large national sample — some 7,000 in-
dividuals — asking questions designed to find ocut what they were doing
with this increased income, how they felt about the seven points in the
President's anti-inflation program and how well they understood the impor-
tance of each of the seven points in regulating living costs.

Forty per cent of the people who said that they hed more money coming in
gincs the war ptarted admitted that they were spending all of it. Twenty-
nine per cent of them acknowledged that they were spending part of the ex-

tra money.

They used the term "spending® with different meanings. To some, it meant
peying old debts or buying war bonds -- items which cannot be consldered
inflationary. To others, however, the extra income meant an opportunity to
sxpand living standards which had previously been at a very low level. And
to many, if not to most of those questioned, the extra income provided a
means for maintaining their accustomed living standards in the face of in-
creased living coste.

This was particularly true among the occupational groups which enjoyed the
largest increase of income -- manual labor and farm ownersj workers comsti-
tuted the group most conscious of increased spending to meet increased liv-
ing costs, while the farm owners interviewed were the group most conscious
of extra spending even beyond the maintenance of their past living stan-
dards. These groups, because their lower pre-war living standards expand
almost inevitably into a demand for more of the necessities, represent a
major inflaticnary hasard.
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Most of the public favored Government limitatidn of wages and salaries,
business profits and farm prices. It was evident that they put a varlety
of interpretations on the term "limitetion." Few wanted wages and salaries
frozen at current levels; they preferred some flexible regulation which
would permit adjustments in mccordance with need. Four persons in ten said
flatly that they wanted their omn incomes to go highar.

People whose incomes had increased since the beginming of the war ware
naturally more willing to have their incomes frozen at existing levels thanm
thope not gharing in the war prosperity. But the groups with normally
gmaller eand less regular incomes (manual workers end farmers) were less apt
than others to endorse a freesing of their own incomes. The order of will-
irngness for perscnal sacrifice was, in general, in inverpge relation to the
emount of sacrifice entailed.

It seems significant, however, that approval of the principle of income
limitation was closely related to perscnal willingness to accept an income
freesa. Moreover, those who advocated control of other types of income
were more willing than their opposites to accept control of thelr own type
of income. This suggests that the rank and file of the major cccupational
groups are lesgs greedy for specisl adventages than their organized lobbies
and leaders. They are ready, perhaps, to respond to leadership which will
appeal to their national, as distinet from their group, idemntificatiomn.

There was somewhat less widegpread approvel of other measures for the in-
direct control of inflation. 8ix people in ten approved Government res-
trainte on installment buying. About four in ten believed that higher
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taxes should rh imposed. Five in ten expressed support of a compulsory
war bond purchase program, although few were willing to have the Government
tell them how many bonds or stamps they must buy each month. Seven in ten
favored immediate rationing of all materials in which shortages might de-

velop.

There was & great deal of confusion and ignorance about the ways in which
these anti-inflation measures would operate. In connection with each of
them, the Bureau asked the people interviewed, "... will this affect prices
in general, or won't it make any difference to ]I!"I.Hll_-" Only about half
the public recognized the influence of direct limitation of wages, profits
and farm prices upon the over-all price structure or were aware that res-

trictions on installment buying would affect prices. The walue of ration-
ing, higher taxation and compulscry bond buying as anti-inflaticnary de-

vices was appreciated by only about a quarter of the people.

Even among those who wers aware that these seven anti-inflation measures
would affect prices, there were widespread misconceptions about the ways in
which they would work. Socme people realised that they would siphon off ex-
ocess purchaping powsr. Others, counting wages and profits as costs of pro-
duction, simply calculated that limiting these would limit prices charged
for consumer goods. Still others seemed to favor them simply as a means of

preventing profiteering.

Rationing was interpreted, for the most part, as a means of distributing
scarce tuodl equitably, rather than as a check on inflation. In fact,
about four people in ten expected that they would be able to live ap well

- YD
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as they did before the war if more things were raticned. ‘n:qru—d
wholly unprepared fer the reduction of living standards which must scecom—
pany rationing if it is to be effective as an anti-inflationary measure.

In general, there was greater acceptance of each of the anti-inflationary
controls among people who understood its operation in an anti-inflationary
context. What is more lmportant, however, is the fact that genuine support
for these measures, once their pinch begins to be felt, can come only
through such an understanding. For people cannot be expected to practice
the self-denlal which cooperation with the economiec program must entail
until they learn to appreciate the direct relatlon of this cooperation to
their own well-being.

Understanding is lowest, naturally, among those with least education. It
follows, therefore, that it is lowest among those who are the chief sources
of inflation -- manual workers and farmers. Information needs to be di-
rected specifically to these groups. The following chart presents a graphic
illustration of the Information problem which must be met. It shows the
cumilative segments of the American public included in successive stages
of attitude-understanding for each mt:l.-:l.uﬂ.ptiun measure. Only that group
at the top of each bar (the people who both approve and understand the
measure) can be depended upon to give real support to the Government's sco-
nomle program. It will be observed that the area at the bottom of the bar
reprepenting "disapproval" enlarges as the area of Munderstanding" dimin-
ishes.
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The primary task of an information program in this sphers must be to convey
tuthopuhlicmmntmunfmtinmuanwmmtoﬂuirum
standards and their entire economic lifs. Once this is understood, the
Government sust persuade the American people that inflation can be prevented —-
but not by stopgaps applied to isolated facets of the problem. People need

to understand that the component parts of the anti-inflation program are
vitally interrelated and that they can be made effective only by a general
reduction of living standards for the duration of the war. This reduction
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it can be made clear, need not affect natiomal health or any of the essen-
tials of living; but it will inevitably involve a curtailment of lwmry
goods and services, of pome of the parguisites and pleasures of American
life. It will mean simpler, plainer living. So long as people regard the
anti-inflation program as a ocomfortable avenue to living-as-usual, they

will fail to understand and to support it.

BEDROCK LIVING STANDARDS

A faotual appraisal in specific terms of what the war may do to American
living habits is now awailable to the public for the first time through the
study of bedrock eivilian requirementa prepared by WPB's O0ffice of Civilian
Supply. Adjustment to the production levels set in this study would emn-
tail a real lowering of living standards for the entire mation, with the
exception of the lowest income groups.

Publication of this preliminary report may give a healthy shock to Ameri-
cans who still suppose that the war can be waged comfortably. Bntit_--;r-‘.
also give rlse to panic buying of many kinds of goods. It is possible that
the p:tb].‘i.hlrﬂ.'l.luu- that the report presages wholesale rutioning.

The inauguration of point rationing did not receive a very favorabls press.
Headlines and editorial comment played up the complexity of the plan, its
unexpected severity and the difficulties it posed for grocers and consumers
alike. ind, in many cases, they stressed the fact that hoarders would
profit. Headlines of this sort wers not uncommons FOOD HOARDER GETS UNFAIR
BREAX UNDER POINT RATIONING SYSTEM (Cleveland Press).
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hhrnr-ummmmtu;inmmbuclﬂnrmnudm
of two faots: (1) htn;uum-rumyhﬂumhrm
for uvmum“nlmﬁuhumm; (2) that hoarding, black
market buying or any other attempt to evade cooperation with rationing pro-
grams are a form of sabotage.
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