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I~ . H. U . To t a lk with Prall about . 



I>eu .Jla: 

Upon .., ntun to lfuh!Jlgton thi• 
morning I found J'OlU' lettu ol Kq flr•t 
relatiTe to the application of the 
~l• Ip• •NI tb• ltu I lateqirs •• u 

~ Poughkeepsie for perai••ion to oonatruct 
and operate a radio •tatioa. 

I ha.Te made iAQUir,. of the t'o=mrt-
oation• oo-i••ion with reepeot '° Kr. 1. 
Grant R. Wrath&ll' • letter and th81' -< 1°.s-<f 'f.;,., · 
•tat• that: 

"It would appear • • • that he hu 
not made application for a raclio per.it • • 
and it wolll.d •e- to •• .ay laportant 
that he 8holll.d do •o at onoe,• 

I think it .oul.d be wiee for Kr. 
W:rath&ll to follow th:r~ with the al>o•• augge•tion in thi• utter. 

With all good w18h••t 

SiDo•r•lT J'Oure, 

W. H. WoIITJRI 
A••i•ttmt seo:retarr 
to the Preeident 

.Juee Town•end· E1q • •• ,r~1~1° 
35 Wazket Stnet • ,. ~ · 
Poupkeepeie• 
In tort. I tib ' 11 



COMMllllO N l•t 

AMNINe a , ""ALI... CIOAll M•lll 

ea:o••• N • N•• l'AYN • 

.-ue 11Nc o . •••u FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS C O MMISSION 
WA9H INOTO,., D . C. TM.A D N .. a110 WM 

PAU L A. WAL IClla 

NOaMAN • , CA•ll 

Ull'llN •TllWAlllT 

Honorable 11. ff. llclntyre , 
'!he T.hit.c Houae . 

Dear Mr . Mcintyre : 

llay 6, 19)7. 

In r e sponse tc your request of the Jrd instant it ia 
suggested tbat a reply be .... de to lfr . Jw;oa Townsend as 
follo..-s : 

Repl.yi.Qg to your inquiry of the let inetent, 
rolative to th& application of the Eagle News and the Star 
& Enter prise of Poughkeepsie , Ne~ York, for permission to 
const111ct and operate a radio station, it would appear from 
the enclosed letter of Mr . Grant R. \\"rathall that he baa not 
nade appl.l.cation for a radio per.it and it would eeea to ae 
" TY 1Japortant that be should do so at once. 

Yours very sincerely, 

TO TtH ICC.•STAll'I' 



The attached leUer b&e a.rri·ncl 
during Mr. McintyTe • • abeenoe. A• 7ou 
ltnow, he 1• in OalTeeton, Texa., where 
he b&e established head.quarters for the 
duration of the President'• fishing trip. 

I u tUing the liberty of 
eend1ng you Mr. Towneencl'• letter and 
the encloeure rlth the request that you 
let Mr. Mcintyre haTe a draft of appro­
priate reply that I 11&7 •encl to hi• for 
eigna~e. Thank )'Oil. 

Enclosure 

KOBIRTA JWUIOW8 
Secretary to Mr. )(olntf'T• tab 

Let to ).!l!M f roc. James Townsend , County Chairman , Dutchess County 
Dewocratic Co1:u..i ceee 36 L!&l'ket street , Poughkeepsie , New York 
re publishers of the Ee.gJ: e :1ews a.no the Star & Ent er pr ise of 
?o.ignkeepsie who have m~ae application for a r adio station. 
Encloses letter froi- Grant R. -.vrathall o! 400? Connec ticut Avenue , 
7asn1 .. 0 ton , o. c . re same . Ask e for a word to the right partied 
t nat the publisher s application be denied for the t1me being . 
States they need the station but tne.t "it i s of the ~res.test 
i wportance tnat these puolianer should not be granted a license 
anu per 1oitted t control a r adio statioilTn this lOCl\lity. 11 



,IAM•• 1'U ... •Jof•Sl'fl) 
c•o;-.,.,'"' .,,.,. . ...... -

DUTCHESS COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COJIThITT'TEE 
• .M M U ............. .:: ..... , .... 

0,#tt C.'tMJlf'f C!1J1na1t11 

llay l, l ::i37 

Col. ~arvin H. Macintyre 
The ll'bi te House 
Washington, D. O. 

My dear Uac: 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a letter re­
oeived this date from Mr. Grant R. Wrathall of 4007 
Connecticut Avenue, II . 'If., Washington, D. C., which is 
self-explanatory. 

Note the second paragraph of enclosure states 
the publishers of the Eagle News and the Star & Enter­
prise of Poughkeepsie have made application for such a 
station. These publishers, as you know, control the en­
tire press of Dutchees County and bave always been very 
nasty to the President and to the Demo cratic Party in 
general . It would be a great set-back for us if their 
request for a radio station were granted. 

Ve have been working for some time in oontempla-
t ion of a radio stati9n 1p this county which in tbe ab­
sence of a fair press could be used to get the facts b&­
fore t he people and tb1s appears to be along the linee 
of what we have been looking for. We will thoroughly 
investigate this proposition and if it proves to be the 
right t hing we will endeavour to get the thing established. 
Such a setup, you can realize, would be a tremendous as­
set t o ua, however, we feel that it is of the greatest 
importance that t hese publishers should not be granted a 
license and permitted to oon t rol a radio station in this 
locality. 

I t goes without saying that we would greatly ai>­
preciate i t if you could drop a word to the right parties 
in Washington to the effect t hat the publishers applies,.. 
tion be denied, at least for t he time being . 

I Ehall keep you informed of any later developments 
in this matter. 

Thanking you for t his and the many past favors, l am 

s!noere~rs ~ 
~M-U.fl-' r ~4<--'«., 

es Towneefl'd 



•r. Ja~ee Towneen4 

4007 Conn . An., 11.w. 
Waehlngton, D.C. 
Aprll 2S. 19)7 

De~ocratic Chairman of :Jutoheas County Pougl'lkeepa1e, Jew York 

Dear Sir: 

ior aozet1~e 1 have been 1nveet1gat1ng the poe&1-bili tieo of organizing some intereeted partiee together for t he purpose of i netlgating a radio broadcast oervice in Pougb­keep1ie. Recently a way wae cleared eo place In the broad­cast 1pectruc such a atatton to 1erve the genera1 ?oughkeepeie area. l 
~ . .llthln the laot week tbe publ11hera o~ lthe i"<·le t: ews ana tbe Sta.r-Ent.erprt1e, your local ne• epapey:s, filed an application for such a station . Inforlll'11:ton-I h%e been able to s ecure would lndlcaee that thlo publl.onfog co y In the past hao exhi bited a pro-demoeratlc tendeocy. A r 1-0 1tatlon In theln the hands of the proper pereonwould do O!Uch to balance any power which could be mu1tered ny •he o~poolte party through partial newepaper publicity. 1VHh these f acto In mind I have ta<en the liberty of asklnG your advice In tbe plhln I will now brief. 

18" a young radio engineer (30 years) employed by a radio engineering ftro here in ·vaehington. I have for tne past three years made a atudy of the rad~o situation wi th the tr.oaght o! e1tabli1h1ng m1aelf ao a part owner In n small radio station . Poughkeepale wae the city of my choice f rom a busineos and social point of vlew. I aad contemplated apen~in~ my va" cation In your city aaa furtheri!I£ my plane. 
A!ter a thorough otudy oi the ai•uation and using offio i a l 19)? U. S. bu~lneea f lgurea I have concluded that the propo1ed statlon aboultt produc~ a proflt or no t less than i l,000 a conth for not qore than to,000 original inveetment. The averaie cost o! a 0tat1on of like power to the one here propoeed 1~ near ;12,QOO and as my oontrioutlon to the wen ture I will build the at&Uon and save appr o:xlma tely 50<;. : 8.1:! fully qualified ~o do tbe construct ion work and have access to complete teot equlJ)Glent . 

1/ow gett l~ back to my trouble. Do you kn ·• of any person no• living in Pough,eeps ie that could sbo• A worth or not lees tnan 320,000 In quick an~ good aoaeto and at the oame tl<ne be willing to 1nvoet ~6,000 In a buoinees t hat ror the past four yeare hae shown 20~ increaee in returns trom 1•• 1rtaa~ 1' ye&I to year. He should at the ea.me time be of the rlbbt political faith. Buch a peroon would have a dl• tlnct advantage over the newspaper applicant beoauee th• Federal Com~unloat1one Commiaeion on more than one ooca11on ha• made 1t lcno•n t.uat 1t 1a prone tot an~ " licenae to non-ne• epaper lntereats w.~.en such are c1>nteete.nt1 wlih the ne• lpaper. 



If you can help me ln any way l • lll appreolate 
eltber t ne dlscourage~ent or t he lnformatlon you mlght glve ~e . 
ohou ld you know of aome party that might be lnterested ln my 
9ropoaal please communicAte the good news to me 31 eoon ae 
poeotble . The looal appllcatlon now on 1lle • lll be sot for 
hearing soon and !!.!!.!. applica tion should be flled lf It ls to 
be heard at the •~• time. 

Let me thank you tor any advice o _ 1n,4rmation you 
ml iht tee flt t o supply mo. 

Very truly youra 

( otgned) Orant R. l'ra 1'baH 

, I 



,, ....... ......... ...... lt 

·~··· ., ........ .. -
DUTCHESS COUNTY DE~fOCHATIC COMM l 'l'T EE ....... .. 

""'-"'• ••• • •11n.n1• • 

Ool. llan 1n H. llclntyre 
The 1Yh1 ie llouae 
l~enington, D.O. 

Oeo.r llao: 

Your• 1n answer t o my 1nqu1ry for 1nformot 1on 
oonoernlng a broadcasting etatlon rece1vod. I 
appreciat e the auggeatlon you made 1n th1• 
matter and wi l l fol l ow Lt tllrough . 

I hope to be ln ~ashlngton tho latter par t of 
the mon th and w111 see you at that tlme, and 
dleouaa tbls ques tion further. 

JT:llD 

Yours •ery ~elf rol y /7 
~~ ~,,,,,.~ ,/ 

~ea ?owneend 

I 



TH£ WH ITt: HOUSE 

WA$HINGTON 

' 
June 14 • 193'7 

~~lORA.\"OOll !'OR BOl:OAABU. A!:IDIC S. PRALL: 
Ch•1rm'ln , Tedero.l Com::iu.oicat1ooe Co::r.il••ioa. 

e6ll thut unoe~ date ot V..by 
third rr:y torrcd to your ottloo D com-
ZIU.ll1Ctlt1on add.rose to :m by a.tr. 11\JOOe Towneend , 
ot Poughkeopbie, w York, rolati•t to on appli­
cation Which hoe ated ••• oo tile wt th )'Our Cotn­
D.ie•ioo tor a re. o a tattoo to b• tlt.abllebtd to. 
Pou.gbke•pela. ou ad.•iaed me on );ay ai.ath that 
DO tuch app!ic loo tor radio pe~t bod bffn 
eAde and atete that t t abo\ll.4 be done at once, 
-'ltch tn.tonra oo l p&a .. d al~ to )tr. TowDteDd. 

Ject, and e 
would you b 
1 abould J!I 

toda:y le r eceipt ot • le ttor tree 
•1't-.b f'urtber retereoc• to tbts aub­
lo$e it hereldtb. Wttb tt1 roturn, 
goo! eno~ to •4"1•• ce trbat reply 

e? Tba.nk you. 

As1ti"tant S ecretary 
to tho P1•eoldtl\t 

( 



"A W&• TOWJf•1UfO 

C.ll•• • C•••• .. •• - •O.w•• W OV•IUf••Y ...... ......... _ .... .....-.. 
DUTCrrnss COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE ....... 

....... ...... . •11 •1.-•••• 

T ·t4A••• •• fltl 

June 10, 1937 

Col, Ma:rvin H, Maointyre 
The ll'hite House 
'A'ashington, 0, 0. 

Dear I.lac: 

In further reference to our conversation and previ­
ous correspondence concerning the eetabliahment of a radio 
station here in Poughkeepsie, I find after looking into 
the matter that etation WGllY of !lewburgb , baa already ee­
tebliabed a studio in Poughkeepsie and i s giving practical­
ly the same service that would be obtained from such a 
station as we had in mind. 

Station WGNY is owned and operated by a on: . Peter 
Goelet who, from what I can l earn, has conducted hie ata.­
tion on a very high pl ane and has recentl y invested quite 
a la.rge sum of money in a new studio at Newburgh which takes 
in a whole building at 161 Broadway. A day or t wo ago he 
made application to the Federal Radio co .... iasion for an in­
crease in power, that is, to increaee hie present 100 watt 
station to 250 watts and he informed me that the Com~ieeion 
can grant thie request imn:ediately if they see fit to do ao. 
_r , Goelet is deeply interested in the radio business and 
is looking forward to inoressing his power from time to time 
in tne future and judging from t he progress he bas made 
in the past it ia Quite evident t hat the prospects for real 
radio facilities here in the future are very br i ght. 

lie have had qui te some diaouesion with him concerning 
our plane and have arrived at quite a eatisfaotory agreement 
wi th him and we have decided to abandon our plane !or eetab­
lieh1ng a new station here and in return be bas assured ue ot 
hi s cooperation in extending us the facilities of i'rG .. Y. 
Therefore, -ac, I would greatly appreciate it i i you would 
give this matter your personal attention with the view of 
hav ing the application of IG.IY approved at t he earliest poe­
eible Ume, 

rhank1ng you for this and all past favor s, I am 

? • s. 

Sin~ely yo~ra . . . -l. -
a' Townaend 

I understand tnat the Platt A Platt application hae been eet 
!or a hearing on l eptemoer 15. Thia application or couree should 
be denied i f at all possible. 

~ 



!.!illO ro.• M. H, W. \ 

Wr. hall will eall ou abo~t ~hie 

Moodq mor• 1C«, 

TOI 



M'M"R' IDI& J'Cll m••J.& AISim a. JIR.U,Lt 
Cllal- -.i 0 ·••Sau _,,..s... 

Tow •ill ... u _, D4e e.'8 ot lll7 
\l>lN _, _ _,. .. reneA •• rou om .. a -­
-1•\ioa -- '° • 117 11r. 1-• ,.._ ·, 
ot ~·· - Toft:, .. iaun to aa appU­oaU• ...,,,. 11a ~ ... • rua wt•,..... -
111aaloa tv • aaJo ahtloa \o M -bU•• ill 
l"o<IPlll&pala. TR anl- - OD *1 ah\ll tlla\ 
.. ••• •nU•ttoa tu ra4l• ,.., - •­
- - -- tllat u •oai.t ......... -· 
*So lllh-U• I JIU- •1- to llr. T • • 

I &11 ,..., la ro•lP' ot a i.t..,. r.... 
Mr. ft: ·-· wtUl .,....._ .......... \o us. ...... 
JHt, .... -- lt M...S\ll. Wl\ll lh ... _ 
-14 ,..,.. •• _. ..... \o •nla• ...... ..,i.7 
I aboUt - ~ J"O'I • 

• • •• •Ill'l'DI 
.Ualataat -\u7 

\0 \Ila Praal4at RB/mwd 



' ' 

M. H. M. to talk to Jud&e Bykea 

about when he oomea 1n to aee 

the Pre11dent. l .. \ 
.St,~ \ 11 



THE WH IT£ HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 



. . 
.IA.M.., To ... ·w• •NI) 

c••"'•" cu . ....... . - . ............ _ ............ . 
DUTCHESS COUNTY OEMOCRATlC COM~UTTEE 

Ool. .• e.rv in ':! . -.aclntyre 
t he .h1te ':louse 
.Yaeh1naton , ::>. c . 

Dear -ac: 

·····-· ......... . 
ru.•.r• • • • "'' 

\ .- L.. • 

August 5, 1937 
,__ __ __ 

Thie will refer you to my let ;er of June 10 in r efer­
ence to tne rad io applicat i on of Station \VOUY of .• e11burgh, 
1. ew York, of whi ch I am enclosing a qopy for your ready 
1nforor.et1on . • 

.r. ~oelet filed ~is application for en 1ncreaae from 
his present 100 latt atation to 250, with the 1n~ent1on, 1! 
an 1m.i.ed1ate g r an t were 1esued to 11i.,, to file another aP­
pl 1cat1on f or a 500 .Jatt station. ..e is now 09erat1ne; on 
a 1210 Kilocycle. he re is , I believe, an air chnnnel at 
1310 Kilooyclee open in this territory for whicn the Platt & 
Platt news publi snere here in Pougnkeepeie have made appli­
cation. 'rhis lJlO cnan1ie l i s the ultimnte goal of Station 
:IOJIY ano if you think 1t advisable t hey will withdraw their 
present application anJ apply for a 500 .Tatt station on tile 
1310 "ave. r .is, of course, woul..i be t•:e ideal hook-up and 
with unl1~ited t1~e it would be a tre~endous value to us in 
the '.udaon "/alley. 

I realize ho11 terribly busy you are and I .,,, re luotant • 
to cotner you with th1a st t his time but ... r . lioelet hes been 
1nfori>ed by t ll e Oornraiesion that his appl1cnt ion is eet dorm 
for hetring and of course t1lll.t would not oome until after 
the Plntt & Platt .;enr1n:_ w11ich 1& set for the 15th of Septe.,_ 
ber. 

I would ~ree:ly appreciate ~ear1n~ froo you at your 
earliest convenienco as to how our situation stands and wo~ld 
welcoioe any e.igi;estions you :;iit.ht feel would be to our advantage . 

JT: .. S 
:i:ncl. 

• 1tn ioe.ny t iunks and kindest personal regards, I am 



TOllllJllllD,Z-• 
~ie, R.Y., 

Aas· o, ~ 
• WritH llr. llclnt71'9 , re'9rr1ne to hie l.eUer ot Zllm 10 (­•-I 1D .. t.ho 111410 -u.nscm ot 9'aUcm mm!' of -.,a, 11,r,, 

..- u4 opora•ed b7 a 11r, S.Mr Ooelat, Ill'. - --· tllat tile P • 11PPli•e'1cm baa boe.o .. , fbr o lloarilll! "" Sep•, 111, 8DS 
111.1 lhaul.4 '1111 .,,,,., 1t n all po11a1bl.o , W•h t o 1cn ... the •••wi ot lat eppUoa\Scm 11114 alike tor 11117 A\11!698'Scmo tho' ~· he~ ...,_ -,ullhlld lo a DI"" ot Aal8• l6 t'l'Cla 11". llolA~ 1D re •Mure ~iD\lloat.-, 

naU tl>9 l'rMSdaut wmiU t o - Iv.go 0,.ae t o dUcua with Illa all.oa .. UODa O neUOM Alli! -1.ang\lla wllh ret........,. to mnpeper OOllDDftl .... , 
A notntS 1n41oe\od t bAt 11r, 11Unt1ro tallmcl to ll>dce ~7lat• about thlo -n he o to •• tbA PreaSdent Oil Au(!, l~. 

sm - 130 ulo. 



l'lY 

•V:TT • Baa. 0.0. f • L • 
• ,.., P-.. h1pale, 
P=att ,, ..... •· r. u-1...., 

- to u.. ,,_.._, n• -" te •nU .. ,,._ oe P14u • ei- ID ... ftar) ot P..,...ln:0pal• \o l.uteU • .. uo neuoa la I' pal• ..s ••' ftatloa ..r ot •-..ii la oa •JPll .. at tOll q ........... l>t ,_.,, hll lt Plo" • .Pbtt 1• Cft•W ,...ueolu, -1 ..i• •nJ' ~ ,,_.,..... eou Uoa - 'Mr - -lM ,_ lte W p -· llr, l- BaUl'f'al"' "'11.M to llo701' 8pft"' llcw, 111 19.,, oe per - n.u-•'• u...n1-. ... ,,__ ti..\ \M ••"'3r 111• n to 1' •• .._ Ri- nlloJ .. 41• noUoul l• 'Ml .. "'°"' ta ~ ~ C-1 Ueu o..i..ua, _. i.. -...... ~• ti. ll97or r ... ,. U....UT wt.• ~ C elaa" •nU•Uoa , .. • -u.. - ..,,... .,...,., •• latter ..-...... to 0•1-• Mell r-nl o-i.au ... o­a1Nl.oa, Kn. U. 



-

For t.'ia WorMtioo or the Co•iaaioo• 

the l'rNident. u lt.ad M t.o refer t.o the Co.Uaaioo 

Cit.>" or Poupkeapah. ».. York• t.ocatber with 

copy ot repl,y. 

Val')' ainceral,y 7oura, 

J ... a RooaeYalt 
S.Oretaf7 t.o th• President. 

Ro110rabla trenlc R. llc lf1ocb, vto S-1 
Cb&irMD, Federal C~H •nicationa 

ComiHion• 
llaah1n(,t.on, D. C. 

'1--
Letter from Mayor Geo. V. L. Spratt , Po~hkeepsie, N. Y. to Pres. 
Nov, 19th, with regard to ap;>l ication of Platt & Platt (Evening 
Star) of ?owgftlteepsie to install a radio . n oughkeepsie 
and t:tat Statio£ v. of Newburgh le an ap;>lica t for an increase 
of ;><>'lier. Belfeves f Platt & Platt 1s grante peniasion, they 
coul~ nevetrok for re consideration t!tao now receive 
from ite new pera . 

..... >( 

/... 

P'DR/dj 



• 

Tbe l'reaident bu ••Iced .. to tbanlt 
you tor your letter of lo• .. ber nineteenth, i n 
regard to Ndio atationa in tbe Rud1on JU. Yer_ <. 
• • ll111. All tbia h 11 .. tter be?ore Uie Federal 
~1cationa Colllliaaion, your letter ia be1Jlg 

fon.arded to the Co-illion, I llU&IHt ibat you 
co!Mlllnicate direct!¥ rlth tile CoMiHion and 
aake an application for a beari114t1 if one ie 
deeired . 

Very sincere.l,y yolll'a , 

Jaiae• Roosevelt 
Secretary to the Pre•ide~t 

Honor able Ceorge V, L. S?ratt, 
'Aa.yor ot PollCbknpaie, 
Pougjllceepe1e, Xew Ior k. FDR/dj 



'· 

!4r. Roo11evel t : 

/ T!ie President dictated 

these two letters for your signature. 

D.J. 



iVi • ,_ .. _t .. ,., .... .,, 
Mrl,,., 1. u. 

INM Idec 1•nt " ..,P1l•tl• cf JPWt _. fi:!' It .,.. ... ..Uc .Wlca .a •••tu;cl .. - ha, Mil • ,._.,. b -. ,....,..le. w. ts n· '• Oftll\F Cllal- ct ta.. ....... tF :;q IMUc Ocml , .... f .... !r..,cl.. f , T,, h la\cNnct la .... 1Nl9' -. •"' nat&M INT at ........ 1. T •• •cc c'9ta.a ...i. M cit_... 'r U.C U d etat&M tc flatt _. rlaH. .... ....... PntllM, PnU••t of U.C ..,.le h)U*lal OC•ratl• (Platt ... PlaU) .... MM ..U'N .... lallr•c pU•tlMn - _., 119Ja\,.... -ta ta. tc•cn' ,_....,. lOtll .._, llllcc ntc .... "' lAMP tc Ida, bP1'11 *at Ille .. l•lllu dtll .... C1111Ject Mt •• o. 1111•"" ..,. ...... •t ..... U.C heel._.-. .t.• Jftpft9'r0 .. na91U.- tc Ulc PllJral a ,_ u- C-hdM cl --.&• •rt. -' lac le tllncfoN •' ~ U tc Ille ..... u ... , all. • ....... p...,.... J .. B1'4c ..... ··~ lltll. ..... ..,_. '9 ccclfr, h•rnt 

IU • lM-ldCMl, 



St::: 1~6-~scal . for lb" . Ucintyra•a telagrUI of Sept. t , 1938, to llr. Latta 1<aking hiio to f'ind out from Hon. Frank R. MoNinch , of the Federal Communication Commissi on , just what is the status of the Platt and Platt application for radio station at Poughkeapeia , N. Y. ----- llr , Latta, on Sept. 9th, 1938, aent a te l egram to Mr· Mcintyre saying tht.t Ur , Motli noh 1! out of town but that h!.s office advises that .,.:P'-'l~a~t:.ituliWi.J;.;awo-~ application ie available for connislll.on cons deration and should be taken up within t he next couple of eaka . ---------­(L!r . Jt.mea Townsand is interested in the Plat and Platt ap­plication. Sea Correspondence dated Fellruary O, 19:S8 -filed 136-Miacale ) 

I 

I 
_/ 

-



-

UlH Lelilm4 hae l"etened \o lM 70G11 
i.iia o1 re~ nn•, ~ t11a• 1 -
t..Ular with tile uJeot ratter. 

JTanlrl¥, Jill, I 4o not Ne how \bl 
Pnlidtll\-. •Uh p1oprUf.¥t imO MT llle­
C118UOlll •• to &:tJ;j ocUon of \hie k1D4 \o lie 
~ )7 \he i'edenl ,._,,,,.t.1_ C<mli .. 
•loll. J'ol' \hie x nn, .. an 110t brinc:\111 
1\ k bl• a\\edlon a\ All an4 l ma ear. TA 
'11'111 Wlden\aAd wtv I a Mittag tbe rotpODoo 
'1)1Ut;r ta·h•ll ot, ltrt.Jllbc \bl •\Ml' \o 
hie aUimUon. -""" 1-

lfe are p1-1QI '° eome up \o ~ 
l'llft oa \bl .W.'-\h Mil Im loolc1 .. t.,,._ _.. '° .. J.Jlg ,.,.. 

.r-· '1'w •••• -·· a l&alkltt i\rw\, 
Pt-•d'h 'PeUe 
Jllllrt..tc. 
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~iss ~arguerite Ledand 
The .7111 te !louse 
ifaeh i ngton, D. C. 

~Y dear ~iss LeHand: 

............ .......... 

• . ...... eo11·•T1' Coll •nnn•• 

I aJJ1 very desirous of navin6 the foll owing matter 
brought to the personal attention of tne President , Sever al 
months ago the local Press applied under the ntlllle ot Pl att & ~ 
Elatt f2r a per mit to operate a 1000 watt radio stat ion at Pougn-
kee~ At that time I discussed this matter with i;he ?resident" 

......nJn eY.pressed my opposit ion and I believe he felt as I do- - that ~pn1:i.30 
it is not a good policy t o have all branches of publicity con-
trolleo oy one group. I have j ust r ecent l y been informed that 
Pl a t t & Pl att have had their bearing before an examiner of the 
Commission and tne examiner has reported back f avor ably t o the 
Comir.iseion. Tnie r epol·t I assume was based on the theory that 
Pough keepsie is not adequately oove,.ed by present radio f"cili-
ties. 

.... 
.. e are interened in " r. Peter Goelet wno operates s ta­

t 1on :iQ?J Y at iiewburgh , Jew Yor k, wdO bas been most g enerous 1n the 
u e<Y5I"iiTSr adio station t o all chur ch, puol1o and civic societies 
-giVing free advertising and publicity to all their affai r s and 
benefits. !!is station hP.e studios a to both Newbur gh and Poughkeep­
sie and at present i\e ~1ae an applica.tlon pending for more power. 
His present station is oper!< t ing •11th 100 watt power and his ap.. 
plication asks for an increase to 250 watts . He originally pre­
pared his application for 1000 watts but on the advice 01 his con­
sultant engineer s at .laehing t on he reduced hie application to toe 
250 and if the Platt & Pl att application i s denied he will i mmed i ­
ately ~a ke application f or the 1000 watt stat ion ano if obtained 
Pougnkeepsie and vicinity wil l nave the same radio facilities that 
Flatt & Platt coul o g ive t em . 

.'re have looked i nt>o t JJi6 young man very carefully and 
find n im to be of a n excellent family and wi tn unlimited financial 
resources and in a position to carry out his plane without r ny dif­
ficulty. :i16 fatner was a very hea:vy contr i butor to the ?reeldent'e 
campaig:n fund 1~ 1~32 end ?eter is and a lways has been an ardent 
supporte r of the President . 

Tner e is no question at e l l but t nat the public i nterest 
wL l l best be served by denial of the Pl~tt & Platt application. 
Tne Pla tt & Pl att attorneys proba·cly contend that the Poughkeepsie 
area is not properly covered and the commission will probably a~ree 
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wi t h tnem oy oooaul t 1ng tne1r onarts , however , dur1n~ tne past 
cu11pnii;n we used tnis rao.10 s tntion on four d1ffe1·ent oocneions 
ond I know there was excel lent rsoeption throu~hout at l east 
60' of D~tcness County. 

I oannot e xpress too etron~ly tne necessity for keeping 
Platt & Platt out of tne radio tield and I •ould deeply a-preci­
ate it if you would call tuia matter to tne President's attention 
ct the earliest posslbl" opponunit. 1 aa t.uere ere only ,_ few re­
.. 1a1n.n da/s before tne Co·.,"ierion o:alcea ita :1!1111 decision. 

Tnan~in~ yoa lor tn1a an~ all paat favors, ana ~1th 
kindeet personcl re~ards, I am 

Ad: ... S 

P. S. 

lery 11ncerely yours 

Q ,.....ce.c.. ~1,,,/ 
c;/nu.ee Town{end - --~ 

.... 
rt 11 .:JY oel:.ef i ... ut .. r. ;atrr~r,i PerJ<tns, Pres1...1.en't o_ c.~e Po.;. h­
i<et.-Alte ou&.. lts 1.., ;'j:)t"'Q6Q t1on# (Pl e:.it •-OU Flat~), .• is& been 
" er; .1et1ve in t .. eir be;.olf in re1.i.rJ. to neir e.p!=lici.;."'on. 

J. T • 

• 
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McNinch out of town . His office advises that Platt and Plaitt 

application available for commission consideration and should be 

taken up within the next couple of weeks. 

MCL . 

I 
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M. C. L. 

~ A ek MoN1noh oonf1dent1ally what statue of Platt and 

Platit appl1cat1on radio etat1on ' oughkeepe1e . 

M. H. M. 

10:66 a.m. 
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Ootober 7, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Townsend : 

I enclose herewith copy of the f1nd1nge or the 
Federal Communl:cRt1ons Comm1eeion taken from the off1c1al 
record I have Just received from Washington. 

Read1ng t hese f1ndings carefully, I believe you will 
ag~ee with me that the Commies1on does not doubt for an 
instant thll t Poughkeepsie needs a radio stat ion, 

Wherein the Commission does disagree 1s that we have 
proposed, at the beginning, only a daytime station while 
the Commission says there is great need or greeter need 
for a nighttime sta tion. 

But here is the point : 

Radio engineers, government or private, will tell you 
that there now exists no wave lengt h on the whole range 
of commercial radio wave lengths which can be ueed for a 
full time station in Poughkeepsie. 

More than that, I believe these same eng1neers will 
agree that the 1000 kilocycl e wave length for which we 
applied for dey t1me operation is the only wave length on 
the whole range of commercial radio wave lengths which can 
be u sed for a daytime station in Poughkeepsie for a 
station with l,000 watts power which the Commission says 
is the power s station here should have. 

The tact 1s proved by WGNY ' a experience in Newbu.rgl;l. 
WGNY has been seeking in some wa:J for years to obtain a 
full t ime-- day and night-- operation and hes been and 
still is unable to obtain it. That 1e why WGNY has 
asked for another band which adds e few hours to its day­
time operat ion ; there is no band Newburgh can use for 
Nighttime oper a tion under t he present set-up, 

Our plan always h!>s been this : 

We hoped to obtain a license for daytime opera t ion 
on the 1000 kilocycle weve length, fihlch is the only one 
ave1lable ror daytime operation. There is, as I have 
pointed out, no wave length on which a stet1on in Pough­
keepsie could operate, which will permit da:J and night 
operation. 

I f we could-- or if we can-- obtain e license for 
daytime ope r At ion, wh1ch 1e all any etation can obtai n 
for Poughkeepsie now, we planned to act promptly when 
the new r adio wave length allocation program is put in 



operation, whlch I bel1eve will be 1n lees than 11x 
months, ard under that, which will provide some tree 
bands, we would aek tor a band which would permit day 
and night operation. 

Under the present wave length allocat i on there 11 
no such band 10 that no matter who appl1ea t or a t\111 
t1me etat1on 1n Poughkeepa1e, 1t simply l s icpoe1i ble. 

Thie whole s1tuat1on, I beli eve, haa been qu i te 
overlooked by the Comm1se1on. Ite t1nd1ngs seem to 
1mply t hat we might have chosen anoth~r band and 118ked 
tor a full t 1me atat1on. But there 1en 1 t any euoh 
band . 

Si nce there isn't auoh a wave length, it seems to 
me that 1t la reasonable and desirable tor the Comm1eeion to permi t us to operat e a dayt1me stnt1on until such full 
t i me band ls a vai lable. True, Poughkeepsie may need a ni ght t i me etat1on. But 11e proved i t neede also a 
dayti me station. And, it it cannot obtain a daytime 
and night t ice stati on, then certainly 1 t should not be 
deprived ot a deytice station until a n1ghtt1ce wave also comes along. A halt loat le better then none tor th11 
ccmm11n1ty, 1en't i t ' 

The Commission on September 12th granted a 11oenae to the Troy Broadcasting company tor a daytiire station in 
Troy, N. Y., where there are nmneroua ot her stations 1n 
the radius or a tew 1111.lea . Troy ia ouch larger than 
Poughkeepsie, yet a daytime stat ion haa been aporoved 
even when Troy had lllread.y cons i derable local serv1ca . 
Poughkeeps ie has none. 

You renlite thrt most businesses et11rt on n modes t 
ecele end expand as condltlons and oooortunlti es otter. 
I think our prograc is 1dent1cal with this tundamental 
business principle. It we can get a c\ayth ie station, 
which l s ell there is to be had tor Poughkeeps1e now, we 
will then be set up, our etst l on operat i ng smoothly , the 
pBople attracted to it and then when 'Ml can get 11 day­
and-ni ght band we can expand, es we wi sh to. 

Our plane have never been based on equlp~ent or eer­
v1ce merely t or e dayt1n:e atstl on. We have planned 
tor a full t1me stat ion. We would have asked tor a 
full t i me stnt l on when we aterted our proceeding, 1 t such 
a station could have been hid on any wave length at 1000 
wnt t s . 'lie plan , as you know, on an expend1tuPe ot 
leas t ot $100,000 tor the atat1on, and that is no l i ttle 
etetion. 'lie plan t or the beet and moet modern equip­
cent, the beet qual ity of personnel , and the widest poa­
slble service not troo our studios alone but by recote 
from all polnta i n this area. I alre~~ have told you 
ot our plane tor certain remote hook-upa. 



You will recllll, too, that I ment1oned yesterday that it we do not obtain a favorable action on a rehearing and i f the Commission does not grant u a a lioenee fer a dayt i me station now, it will be impossible for anybody to go through the necee111ry proceedings and obtain any sort or a license before 1940. I beli eve I am correct in saying that anybody elae who may apply now will be able only to obtain a daytime license until the wave length re-allocation is effective. So, one reasoning is : why not give 1t to us, now, because then we can go ahead with our station and it will be available tor uae within a few montha and we will be able to act oore promptly then any­body else to obtain a day and night wave length when any such length becomes available. 

This la e comcunlty '>roJeot , after all. You know we d i d nothing for a long t i me and then tinlllly asked tor the best and the most license we c~1ld obtain solely be­cans e so many people rrom every par t or the community urged us to get Poughkeepsie a station to serve not only the city but the whole area or Dutchess county. You and I agree on its paeaibilitiea tor reaching thousands or people and I reel you agree w1•h me that there i& every reoson to have this service in operat i on os soon tis ls humanly poesi ble. And I am sure yon know we will pro-vide the highest qullllty or equipment and service which can be provided. 

Since llll this la true, and there ia no hope ror any body obtaining raore than a daytime liClense now a nd :iwe have gone thus far, I know you will be glad to have this st•tement or the situation as a eulll:llary or the reasons to have our appl ication granted 

With deep appreoiatlon of your interest and with most s incere best wishes, I remai 

R.E:C-:u 

Ur . Jsmes Townsend, 
Poughkeepsie, II. Y. 
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llDLORANDUl.I ON POUOHlEE:PSIJI RADIO LICDISE APPLICATION 

Applicant : Platt ~ Platt, Inc. 

Seeking Cona truction permit . 

f'EDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COIJJUSSION : Docket N•. 4581 . 

Decided : October 4, 1938. ( 29813) 

Brier hietorf : Thie application was cade ae the result of a suggest on llt 11 civic gathering in Poughkeep&ie i n 
early 1937 that Poughkeepsie es a coamnni ty, together 
with Dutchess County a nd the Poughkeepsie trading area, 
ie important enough to have its own rad.lo s t ation and 
oonld sustain one both e.s to program and bneineee. A 
further suggestion from civlc and bnslness organUations 
WAI! that appllcMt w11s the logical and beet-qualified 
unit to operate a et8.tion and representations were made 
to appllesnt accordingly. Appllc11nt made a surlJey 
) 0 determine extent or intereet i n and support or proposed 
etat lon and round both f actors ex1eted to unneual degree 
l n the community. On th1s btls1s sppllcatlon wee made . 

Proceedln~e : Applicant fi rst flled about Aprll l , 1937, 
1or 1270 o band whloh then was open but subsequenny a 
license was granted ror Pi ttetleld, !Jass. , on thl!t bnnd. 
Th18, about A11guet, 1937, necessitated amendment or ap­
plication and new tiling was made tor 1000 ko band, with 
l kw power aa allocated to Poughkeep61e. On 11dvice ot 
engineers (Barron) application was made tor 1000 kc band 
111 the onlt band on which a stilt lon in Poughkeepsie could 
operate tu l dt<Ytime, th!U'e being no band available, 
according to same advice , on which a fulltlme station 
could be oper11ted. Restriction of application to n 
dayt i me et at lon was involuntary dnce applicant desired 
11 rulltime station but was foreclosed thereon M set 
forth end further because ll!!O Dea lloines operates on the 
1000 kc band and wonld l nterrere w1.th Poughkeepsie station 
to some degree a f ter local sunset in Po11ghkeftpsie. In 
r11ce or thie al tn~t1on , apolicant decided to llSk tor day­
time station but in planning st11tion too1lltles and ser­
vice i t calculated at all times on using 1000 kc band 
only until some full t i me band should become av111lable . 
In this connection, the eup,,orters or rad~o stntion plan 
in Ponghkeeoeie urged applicant to obtain dayt i me 
f M 111 ties at le~st, because the feeling was that Pongh­
keepsie deserved Md could use a dayticie station 1m­
::ied111tely and until tullt1"'8 atat1on became available. 

Tr.e subsequent proceedings in this case are completely 
shown by the record, including f avor11ble examiner 1 a re­
port , oral argument to confirm examiner's report, sto. 
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Decision I The Commiee1on (McNinoh, chairman, Brown and 
Oaee, Qollll!lieeionere, not p 8rt1oiJ)llting) ruled thnt 1 

The appli cant propoeee to eetablieh a 
lioited t i me etation in a community 
hs.•ing a public need t or unliDited 
time eervice , and granti ng such an 
application would not eatiety the 
local public need nor 'llO u ld 1t be an 
efficient allccstion ot radio racil-
itiee. (Orounde tor deciaion, par, 1) 

The opi nion preceding the deeiai on set f orth ( pagee 4 
· and 5 ) that ther e is no rad i o atatlon in Poughkeeps i e , 
that there 1e no broaaoas t service available t o PC)ugh­
keepei e having a signal strength usually neoeeeary to 
re nder coneietent service dt11 (llld night to reeident i Al 
and hi gh noise level areae , but that several New York 
City stat i ons could be heard in Poughkeepe1e snd thAt 
so:ie other et st 1one render 81 equP te service t o rural 
areae surrounding Poughkeepsie, 

Note : Although these stations can be 
heard in Poughkeapeie and the normal 
area r>roposed to be served by a Pough­
keepsie stat i on, there i s no s tat ion 
which gives loolll service 8Ither to 
Poughkeeps i e or Dutcheae County, and 
these areas consti tute a closely-knit 
unit needing comprehensive local ser­
vice and expression because ot thei r 
abundant talent, their highly- devel­
oped cocmunity conaclo11eneee, and the i r 
i mportance as eou r cee not only ot local 
eerv1ce but ot tar greater and wider 
eerv1ce on occse1on. 

The opi nion further set rort h (pages 5 and 6) that 

'The Comml se1on le oo netrai nted to deny 
this appl1cat1on becnuAe tAvorabl e 
action hereon wi ll not reeult i n 
supplying a sat 'el'actory eerv!c e to 
the people or Poughkeeps i e . The 
people are as much 1n need ot night­
t i me eerv1ce ae daytla:e aervlce, and 
the need tor the forcer aay be greater , 

• • • • Granting thie application, t here­
fore, would result in the eat11bl1ehment 
ot a l i mited time or daytime station 
whi ch may preclude the est abliehment ot 
a station which \\Ould be able to render 
l ooal day and night aerv1oe. • 
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Ao~lioant'• oo:ment : (Reaeona tor gr1111t1ng ot motion tor r~earlng, tor reoonaideration or applicant ' • case by the Cocmia1ion, and tor granting or lioenae to applio1111t . ) 

l. There ia .!!!l radio station 1n Poughkeepsie. 

2. Both the examiner and the Collll11ss1on round that there ia need tor a radio atation in 
Poughkeepsie. Thie was unquestioned. 

~. Thie aoplicant l imited ita epplioatlon to dayt ime service but only bacauee tulltime ser­
vice cmuld not be proVided due to the re­strictions on available wave bands. 

4 , Thie applicant et l'lll timea bee planned tor a tullt1me atetion 1111d has planned to apply 
t or additional time aa aoon ea possible. 
It made ita limited appl ication based on the 
public urgings and demands tor a station tor Poughkeepsie to be e etabMshed promptly, if permitted, rather than to wait until a tull­
t1me stet ion band should become available . 
5. In planning tor a Poughksepeie station, 
this appl i cant has projected 1\1\d ie prepared to expend up to $100,000. 00 at leaet, it nec­essary, to provide a modern facility fitting 
tor the need or Poughkeepsi e and Dutcbeae Co'lnty end in keeping with the i mportance or a station in Poughkeepsie . It hlle planned 
also to staff the station with the mos t ex­perienced end ef f 1cient personnel and to 
present programs or higr~st q.iality and widest 
appe11l and ecope. 

6 . Slnce a f'ulltime band is not available now, Poughkeepsie should notTe denied a day­time station for which there 1& both great 
need and l!'Nlat deCJand . That a aost Ac­ceptable dayt iae progr1U:1 can be presented 
hes not been questioned, To provide a correspondingly high-quality nighttime pro­
grruu when oppor tunity otters is no problem s1noe the tnlent and events are 81liply ade­
quate end read 1ly available . 

7, Denial ot th1e Appl1cstion means th~t, 1n 
ordin~ry course of events , no applicant , thla 
or t>ny other, could expect rea1onably to obtain a license 11nd he.ve a atl'tion operating until 
1940, nnd orobably not ouch before mid-yenr or 1940. In the menn time, Pou ghkeepsie AS a 



-/ 

/ 
oommu nl ty, and thie inc l ude a Outchese 0011 nty, 
i e lett w1 thout a much-needed rAdio servi ce 
ot i t • own, a service i mportant to the com­
mun i ty intere ate and the develop<:1ent or the 
area, and with the poaa1bilitiea, always, or 
being at t i mes i mportant to much broader areaa , 

8 , Th1e appl icant ia prepared, 1t permitted, t o 
proceed ae soon aa poee1ble with conetrnct1on 
and operAtion ot the station sought and to t8lte 
whatever etepa may be permi tted henceforth to 
orovide Poughkeepaie w1 th e tulltice et et i on , 

9 . Poughkeepsi e and Dutcheao Count y are more 
i n ter ested ln a local r adio service rud more 
anxi ous tor it now than they wer" a year ago 
when representatives or the coCllllunlty (eee 
~ho teeti t 1ed 1n depoeit1one) expressed their 
views ae p<1rt or the record . Th1e ia m1b­
etan t1ated by the many vo l untary 1nquir1ea 
received dally from repreeentativee ot oivi c , 
religi ous, educational run rra.t ernel organ1-
zat1ons and from individuals as to the statue 
or the pending application • 

• 

' 
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In r e application ot 

PLATT & PLATT, Inc, 

POUGHKEEPSIE, New York. 

For a Constructi on Perialt . 

Federal Coamu.nioat!ons Comm1ae1on Docket No . 4581. 

Th1a applica t lon for perm1ss1on to cons truct a 
r adio station 1n Poughkeepsie to ooerate daytime 
unt1l local sunset 1n Poughkeepsie on t he 1000 kc 
wave band with 1 , 000 watts power , wee deni ed by the 
Ccmmiae1on in decision dated October 6, 1938, in 
whlch deciel on Cha.trman UcN1noh and Com:nl.ss1onera 
Brown and Case did not participate , 

The Commission in its decision said in sub­
stanc6 thrt thi s ap0l1csnt hnd proved Poughkeeps i e 
needs a radio station but that 1t was denying the 
apolication because this applican t had asked only 
tor 11 daytime station when it should have 118ked tor 
11 fulltime station to get as much servi ce as pos-
s i ble for Ponghksepsie . Tho Commiesl on added 
thot it felt thqt to grant a dayti me s t ation c1ght 
pr event a tuture grant or a fulltl me station. 

The reason applicant aaked only for a daytl.J:le 
etatlon was because when 1t applied there was no 
band on which a ful.ltime stRtion could. be operated 
1n Poughkeepsie , due to night 1nterferen9e with 
eevernl other existing stations, and because tho 
1000 kc band was the only one o.vailable then on 
which o. do,ytir.te station in Poughkeepsie could be 
operated eat!sfactorlly. 

Applio~nt a t all times has planned and still 
does to obtain a fulltime etDtion 1r Cornm1ss1on 
will perm1t Just as aoon as a band is available 
wh1ch allows of fullt1me operntion in Poughkeepa1e. 

Appl1oant now had filed with the Co::iclseion a 
?etlt1on praying for a rehearing and/or recone1der­
at1on or 1te ceee, setting forth why it li:U.ted ita 
original aoplicatlon to dayt1me operat1on and also 
setting forth that whenever a bRnd becomes available 
perm1tting fulltime oper 9ti on in Poughkeeps1e it 
w1ll apply 1mmed1ate l y ror such band and for per­
mise1on to transfer operation to thnt band And g1ve 
full time aerv1ce. 
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A!)plioant urges i n support ot its petiton tor 

a rehearl ng a nd tor a e11besq11 en t grnnt ot a lioonae 
so soon ne possi ble that : (l) Ponghkeepsie nsede a 
daytime station now AS the caae proves according to 
the Cco!lll &sion' s t1nd1ngs ; ( 2) t hat Poughkeepe1e 
should not be denied a daytime atl'tion over the 
interval until a tulltime band aball becooo available 
(3) that operotion ot a dayti me station •ill not be 
an interference r:ith any exieting station, as the 
engineerin~ oroot in the case confirms, and thnt it 
will be or great value 1'o tho oor.u:mnl ty to have it in 
operation ns soon as poss\ble; (4) th~a~~licant, 
heving alwo.ys planned for a fulltime station and 
being moat desirous ot operating a tulltime etntlon, 
wlll , lf granted a daytime station now, apnly at the 
first moment thet e fulltime band becomes available, 
for perm\se1on to transfer t o such full time band and 
g1ve P~1ghkeeps1e f'ulltime eervlce. 

Th1e ap011cant 1s petition for a rehearing will 
be scheduled for nrgnnent by the Collllll1es1on in due 
course, probably rlthln the next four weeks or leea, 
and it la vital thAt annl1cant be granted a rehearing 
o.nd/or reconelderatlon so th~t it mny present fully 
lte et~te~ent of f ac ts to the Com~iee1on. 

A•>Olloant also will polnt out that granting of 
its present and pending o.pol1011t1on is desirabl e so 
thnt prsll!lllnnry construction may be co!lll'lenoed at 11.n 
e11rly date. Other wise, the entire proceedi ng w1ll 
be delayed for a considerable period of time with the 
result that Ponghkee'>sle e..nd the . I>utcheBB county cor.1-
::111nlty wlll have no radio eti>Uon !or ,.h!ch there 
1 s both need end demand . · .11ny organi z.t>tions of 
vrr!oue e.n')roved q•1ali ty are nnxlous to hnve such a 
etnt1on ln Ponghkeepsie for use rs soon es ooss.\ble , 
nnd sln~e this a'J'lllcatlon 1 r grent ad will not ln 
eny way interfere with nny existing stet1on during 
daytime oprrPt!on and will nake \t possible for a 
orompt transfer to fnll t' me onerat 1on when au oh bMd 
becomes avnllnble , lt l e elementolly des1 r able t hat 
Poughkse<>e\e be granted : let-- a reheari ng and/or 
rcconn!derat•on ; 2nd-- n ooMtruotlon 'ler r.1l t and 
lleenes, both on the bosis of the oendlng acolicntlon, 





THE WHITE HOUSE 
WA8HIHGTOH 

Ootober 13, 1938. 

111:110 FOR IUO 

Can you get some word 

for Jim Towneend from Federal 

Comr:runioa Uone t 

1. D. R. 



FEDERAL COU!JVNIOATIOH8 COM!.!l88ION 1 8 FINDINGS RE RADIO LICDIBE 

The Comm1111on 1a conotra1ned to deny thie applioat1on be­cauoe favorable act1on hereon will not ,..eult 1n auppl71ng a oat11tattor, oerv1oe to the people ot Poughlteepe1e. The people 
are •• much 1n need ot n1ghtt1&e oervlce ae dart1l:ie aervi oo , and the need tor the f ormer ma1 be greater. The applicent lhowo 
that there are e,ooo 1nduetr1al -orkere 1n th1e area, and it 1a doubtful whether they would be able to avail themsel voe or the 
propoood daytime urvioe. Thia group deeervoa cona1derat1on. 

The propoeal here1n 1e to eatabl1ahed a l1m1ted t1me atat1on on a clear channel rrequenoy, na:nely, 100 t .ilocyclea. The dom1nant atat1on on th1a trequenoy, WHO, h&1 rendered service tor 
many yeara, and there 1s no euggeotion 1n the record thAt 1 t will r el in0u1ah any or its ni ghttime houra ot operation. Vnder 
Rule& 77-l and 78-2 11 stat1on ot the claoe proposed hore1n (or wh1oh wlll be acceptable to the appl1cant) may not ooernte after ouneet at the dominant etat1on. The dl.tterence between eunset 
at Poughkeeps1e end at Dea Uo inee (as shown by Rule 181) variea between lt 1111d ll hours. The oper ,.uon ot the propoaed etat1on at Poughkeepsi e , therefore, would be approaching the aacond hour 
after sunset cond1tion et the t1 ee ot looal auneet at Dea Moines. In view ot the t ac t th.at propAgat1on incraaees t o a great eatent 
at about t he suneet period, the oper ation or WHO at that time would limit the e1gna1 ot tho proposed Poughltecpa1e etntion to its 
approximate 5 mv/m contour . Thie f act 1e pointed out merely to 1ll uetr ete the phys1cal 1mpoaa1b1l1ty ot the propoeed etation to 
r ender proper eerv1ce a t n1gbt on the freouency eppl1ed tor. 

Granting th1e appl1cetion, tceretoro, would reault i n the eetnbll sb:nent ot a limited time or dayti me ltati on Y:hlch oay 
preclude the eetabl1e~.ment ot a station wh1oh would be nble to 
rende r local day nnd n1ght service. 

Grou nds for Deci s i on 

l. Tho appli cant propo1e1 to establieh a l i mited t i me 
atat1on i n a co..,.unity having e public need tor unllc ited t1ae aerv1ce , and alls granting euch an appl1ca t1on would not eatist1 
the local public need nor would 1t be an ott1o1ent allocat i on of 
radio f nc1lities. 

2 . Public i nteres t , convenience and neoese1ty -011ld not 
be served by grnntint the aopl1c•t1o n. 

Order 

Upon cone1der ation ot the entire r ecerd, IT IS ORDD\£0 : 

Thot the ap911cation ot Platt & Pla t t , Inc., docket no . 
4ae1, BE AN» IT IS HEREBY DENIED. 

Tbls order aha11 become ettectlve at 6 a.m. E.S.T. on the 
14th day ot October, 1938. 

Chal.rr.ian MclHnch, Cor.uniaeioners Brown nnd Case, did not 
part1c1pate . 
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• • ... O! POqPIM N• IWllO S.XODll A'!Llo.tlrl00• --g· W+ 
>. ppitoat 1 nan• nau. Iv ~ /;2.? ~~ 
8Hk18C I 0oM tNOU• pepalt. _/ 

Fe4era1 Cu teat1- c-J.u1• 1 Doeket lo. t681. 

Deo14e4 1 0.WMr '• 1939. (!9~) ,,115 1 

!Jlet Mt1off I Thh appl1od1on ,,.. allle u Ule renlt 
a .. ,... 911 at a •h'lo pUaert.ng ln P•pit..,,.1• 1• 

OaJ'lJ ltl!'r Ut.at Poustikoop•l• ae a ..... nlt7, , ... ,)MQ> 
wt.th DtltMMH •oua•r ..a th• Poupk•opel• tN4.lag .... a, 
1• lllpOl'tut HOU.- '° .baY• U• - Padlo 8'aUoa ... 
eolll.4 .. nala ••• Nth u to PJ'Oll"• U4 lluelMH. >. 
turtller ...... uoa r- el.Yl• and ••lae•• •:rsM1aaUou 
... tlld aJIPll••• ... tho loe:loal .... "" ... llf1e4 
uaU to opente a nau- an4 re.,..•atatl-• -• aade 
to applMallt aeeord111C17. >.pp11oant 11&4• a ..,.,,., to 
4ehralJ!• eneat or lntweet 1n a-4 1Wpport or Jll'OPoH4 
8'at1oa U4 toual both faetoP• enate4 te mninal 4egr.e 
la tile o-aur. 01I thh 'Mela applloa&lon wu ...ie. 

P£29!13A9f:1 I App11oant n.r•t t11e4 a'botlt Aprll 1, 193?, Pu -aad •tu tllea wu epon 1*t nbeequ•ntl7 a 
11••••• wa• ..... , .. tor P1ttaf1ol4, ...... oa that 'b&a4. ru •• __ .,., ..... t..!93"7, ...... 1 .............. , of .;p-
pUoaUon aa4 uw ming ... _.. tsr 1000 b '11&114, wUll 
l kw ~ M allooatad to Poa&bkeopalo. Oa a4Y1oe of 
oqiaeen (llaPNa) appUodlOll wu -4• for 1000 u baa4 
a• tile eal7 ~ .. wlllAlll a •taUoe la Po.Ok .... le oovl.4 
operas• t'laU l.,t1-, u..n 'beJ.aC ao 'lla9I aftil.abla, 
aooord.lag to •- a4rtoo, oa at• a hl.1 Uae etdloa 
oM14 bo oponto4, Re•trloUoa of applloaUon io a 
4.,-tlae •••tlo• waa ln•oluntarr alnoe applloant 4••1P04 
a hll two atat1 .. ""' •• foroelffel th-ea u ut rortaa an4 hftllsr •- IRO DH Molne~erat•• on Uie 1000 p ~ •• -14 11$erf- wltb Pou Mt>•h •taUoa 
•• - ...... after looal. na•n 1A •• oopale. Ia ,_ of ~. •UuaU•, applloaat 4H14 to au tor 4_,. 
t&ae ·~•U• •• la planatag •••1oa tae111'1•• aa4 •er­
YlM U 8al-1atel at all tiaea oa oalQg 1000 Ito baJl4 
oal7 1111Ul - flll.1 Uae Miii Uool4 beo- aftil.81>1•• 
Ia illh oo-Uoa, De eupport•• of ra41o •taUon plan 
1• Pou&bk••P•l• orged app11oaat •o obtain 4ar-tS.. 
tao1l1t1•• a' l•••'• boo&uae feellnc wa• Pougbkoopelo 
4• .. rTe4 •4 oou14 ... 4&7-tbe ataUoa 1-041delr and 
until fltll tl•• •tat1on boo .. • aYallabla. 

The aubHqwHt prooee41ng• ln tbh oue &PO 001111>1•'917 
•hon b7 \be rooord., 1nolu41ng taTorabl• •~•r' • re­
port. oral argu .. nt to oonf1P• ex•1ner' • repart, •••• 



gnlz1• I Tbe a.-lHlea ( ... l!Mll, llbalrma, llNn .... ue, UimdaelOll-, -' •-"lelpt.,l91C) ftled •lid I 

The appll-t propoae4 '° ea\abllllh a 
UaUed u.- aiau .. la a " •''7 unar a ,...,u. •"4 for 'Ulla& c .. 
ilaa aerrtM, a.ad v•Uag alMll aa 
-..ll•••loa W01114 .. , aa•l•t)' 'Ill 
leeal .. blle -· 901' -u u lie .. eftlel•' all .. aUon of 1'84lo tuu-
Ulff. (OrwlMla for holalon, pp 1) 

!he oplnlea preeWlng UM lfflaloa .. , t...ui (papa t 
aa4 61 U...t tb8ra le .. ra4lo ••atl• la Pcmat*eepala, \hd t!lm'e la ao -..oado•t Hl"Tloe &Tallellla to Pougb­keepele ba•lag a algaal .,...,gtll uinuallr neoeaaarr to render oon1l1tent ee1"Tloe da7 and nlghC Co re114entlal and hllh aohe leTel &Naa, bl.ti \!lat HTel'al Jew 'l•rll 
Clt7 aiai1oa1 Hll 'lie MaN la ... .,. .. pile Ul4 ,.... ·-· o\her ••dl.•• .._. ... 114equate ael'Tioe co Nr"1 areaa 
IU~ Powibknp11e, 

Joh I Al.U.C..lh ,he .. ahUoaa oaa be 
he&l'CS la PcmghkHplle M4 ib• a-1 
.... a propeae4 to 'lie eerTel lt7 a Poap. 
keeplle 1hlloa, theN la ao aCaUoa 
wbl•ll rt•ea loeal aft'TlH lltber te 
Pwpkeepale or htellHI oou••r• aa4 
UleH ...... eoaaUtut• a eloan7-bl• 
uaU aeN.lag ooaprebenal•e leoal •­Tloe Md e:Ql"llHl .. 'llee•M et tllell' 
ablan4aat •al•'• tllalr blgbl.7-4nal-
o .... oo-U•1 i.01110lOUlll9H, Md u..17 
lmpertaaoe •• aoureH aoi oal.7 or 1oeal. 
HPYloe but etttar .... ata- an4 1111 ... 
•--'•e ea _., ... 

The oplnlon further Ht forth (pecea 6 and 6) ~t 

•n.. Co-1H1oa la oona Cralae4 to dear 
thla applleaUon beouee tnorable 
uUea llenoa 9111 not re1111lt 1Jl 
.. PPlJ'lac a aulafaotorr .... Tlo• to 
~ people or Pougbkeepale. Tile 
people are H •eh ln •"4 of •141h'· Uae HrTloe aa 4t.J'l9e HrTloe, aa4 
'2ie need for tbe former aar 'lie creater. 

•• • • OriaUag t b h applloaUoa, iheN­
fore, woul4 rH••lt la Che Htllbllahaeat ot a UaUe4 Uae er 4q'1• aSatloa 
wblob aar preol:ad.e the .. tllblllmeat of 
a atatloa 11bloh -.il4 bl able \o rell4er 
loeal 4~ an4 nlgbt 1a"Tloe. • 
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1. TheN 1• M 1'941• etatiea 1n Pou~de. 

2. lloth the e:ualHr an4 the OoM1ee1on toun4 
that tlloitre 1• ••e4 f0%' • ..Uo etatlee b 
Poapakeepelo. !'hJ.e .,.. aaqaH'1on ... 
The o-t.euon'• opllllo• ol»Jeotell to ~H1 
lill1te4 to 4-7-tlae eff'rtoe. 

3. fAl• appUeaat llm.ted. 1h apPliolltlon ta 
4a,-U• awnoe ealJ' ........ fltll-UM HI'• 
Yioe .-14 ut be prert4e4 4•e to the .F9-
etJ'in1eaa oa llYILU.allle _.._ 'llaacta. 

•. fbJ.a applloant at all U•• h11.9 planne4 tor 
a t'llll-U•• auu- anct b8 • pl.amie& to applJ' 
tor 1144t.U•a1 U.• a• eoos .. poul'bla. 
It Ucl• 1h 11-lte4 .appll•aUoa 'baaed OD the 
publlo u-g1.ap eAd ct-ma tor a ataU• tor 
Poapakeepele to be eetabl1ahe4 prospUJ', M 
perilltte4, r ather than to .it until a fllll­
ti.. etatlon ban4 llllottld beoo1ae &Tailable. 

&. In planning tor a Pou ghlteopde etauon, 
thh appllosnt baa proJMte4 and 1e prepared 
to expend •P to Ol.00,000 at leset, lt nMH­
H77, to pJ'Ortde a modern tac1lU7 fJ.tUng 
tor the nee4 or Poughlteepele an4 l>utobeee 
oount7 and in ltHplng w1 th the uportanoo or 
a etatlon ln Poughlteepaie. It bae planned 
aleo to etatt the etat1on with the l'IOet ox­
per1enoe4 and otflolont poreonnel and to 
proeont progra11e of higboat quallt7 and w1deat 
appeal and eoope. 

&. Since a full-ti•e band 1a not aT&ll&ble 
now, Poaghkeepelo llbou14 not be 4en1e4 a &aJ­
tllae etdlo• for 'lllhl.oh there h both groat 
aHd and great daan4, That a _, aeoeptablo 
dq-t.lM Pl'OIP'• oe.n be p-oHnte4 bile .. , 
been qweetloned. To proTlde a oorreepon-
d ingl7 h1gh-q11alU7 night-UM progr• 'Ill• 
opporiun1t7 otter• h no problea slnoo 1:he 
talen1' and eTente are .. p17 a4equa1'o an4 are 
roll41l7 anJ.lable. 

7. Denial of thle applioatlon aeo.ne that, b 
ord1n&l'J oouree or oY•t•, ao applloaat, th1e 
or an7 other, oou14 expeot reaaonablJ' io ol»1'aln 
a lioenee anc1 baYe a etatlon operating un1'11 
1940, and probablJ' no1' auoh 'betore a.1d-7ear or 
1940, In the •ean time, Paughlteepde ae a 

tor 
\ho 
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/ 
•-1'7 ud Ual• 1H1114H 1111\eMH -'7• 
1• l•n ~iiw.t a ••1Ml•e4414 radio •-loe 
et lt• -· a ••rTio• 1Jq>Ortut to •• oo~ 
mun1t7 latU'••t• 11114 4•T•lOPll9nt et the area 
aft4 witb the poadbll1UH, alwqa, ot be.lng 
at UM• 1-portut io 1111ob bl'Oa491' areu. 

a. Thi• appl1oant h prepared. 1t peraitted, to 
prooH4 .o •oon u poulbl• ;;.,b oqn•iNotlOll 
and operation ot Ui.o •htlon •oup.1; ud to 1'ake 
wba1;ewer •tepe ll&J be pel'Sltte4 h•ncetorlb to 
prow14• Pougblteopale w11;b a tull-1'1 .. •\•\ton. 

9 . Pougblteepale aa4 DutobeH oount7 are -• 
1nhN•1;ed 1ll a loeal. ra41o eerwio• and -
annou• tor U H• than th•J ,..... • 1•ar ... 
wbmn ropre•entntT .. ot tbt .,._,n11;7 •:o:pr••-
•94 Ulelr rt••• 1n depo•ltloM. Thi• 19 
•ube1'aat1ated bJ t;bo 8&JlT wolunt&l'J 1nqllil'1•• 
troa ropreHntlltlwH ot o1T1o, rel1gloua all4 
tratol'nlll organiz• tlo••• b11e1n•••••• and 1a-
41Y14ual• ..., to the datue ot tale penc11ng 91>­
plloatlon. 

J'roa 1 R1obar4 i. Coon 

ro I Colonel Koin1'JN 

Date 1 Oo1;ober 19, 1938. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
Of"FICIAL BUSINESS 

Secretary Mcintyre 

lllCHALTY '°" ~AT't USE TO AVOID 
lltAYMCNT Of" POSTAOE, $300 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Nove:11ber 9, 19)8 

Memorandum For Secretary lilclntyre. 

The Communications Commission 
tells me that thia applicat ion was denied on 
October ei:xth, a wee~ before you got the 
memor andUll from the President. 

] 

-



T HE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

November 11, 1938. 

?JEUORANDUU FOR 

J.!AC 

Will you read this and 

give my a eynope1e of the 

s i tuation and then speak to 

me about it? 

F. D. R , 

\ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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THE WHITE HOUSI!: 

WASHINGTO N 

~lovember 21, 1938 

ME~ORANDm FOR: Mr. Mcintyre . 

RE RADIO srATIVN IN OUl'CHESS COUNI'Y. 

It bes taken me somet ine to get the rects in 
this itatter fro~ the Co:cllunicetiona Co~iesion . I 
also Stl!llll8rize the a tteched file. 

In Febrllllry 19.38 Mr. Townsend wrote the Presi­
dent urging vory strongly t hat the epplicetion for e 
radio staticn in Poughkeepsi e be denied if at all 
possibl e on the grounds that the application was made 
by the owners of the newspapers i n Dutchess Co'-1l"ty 
who had been vory unfriendly to the Administration . 
I also understnnd the Presic!ent is opp0eed to the 
cancentretion of radio control in the hande of those 
who already control the newepepPrs . 

A few ~onths later ~r . Townsend reversed his 
position nnd urged tbet ?lcti nnd Platt, 71ho were 
actine tor t he newapeoere, be granted the appl i cation . 
His ground wns thot they had to coma to bim fpr action 
and he t hought thot in the future the papers would be 
more friendly. 

On October 6, 1938 t he Coruisoion denied the 
application ~n thP ground thet thP ftrplicent wished 
to eetablidl e dey-tuce stetion i n e colD'lunity ~hicb 
required full till'e service. The epplloant in hie 
petiticn for reheering points out thot be only ~p~liPd 
for a day-time stetion becauat> the night-time was 
elreedy takPn by onotber station. 



THE WHITE HOUSI!: 

WASHINGTON 

- 2 -

I wns told confidentially t hat a rebeering 
18 rarel y granted in these cases end thet this 
would probably be the fete of this petition, upon 
the record of usual procedure. I was al.so tol d 
very frankly that this was the sort of cese which 
bed brour)lt the Commission into tho disrepute it 
now enjoys. Before the recent clean-up, it was 
the practice ot cembers of the s t aff, or even of 
the Coi::ntseion , to send word In edvenoe to certain 
persons whet the result of e benring would or ..-ould 
not be. These persons ...ould then inform the appli­
cants and invariably take credit for the results . 
The commission is loath to telce eny action on this 
case out of the ordinary procedure end is quite 
frank in saying so, because or i1'" similarity to 
situations f01' which it has been severely, end 

'' '''""' J~••y, '""'''''"' ·~ ~~ 

ROYTE , J'R . 
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oWU. RA . l&-

Poughkee hs ie, M. Y., November 21, 1938 

THE PRESIDENT. 

Am tremendously interested 1n Richard Coons matter Any 
suggestions on your part will be greatly appreciated. 

James To11msend. 

10: 50 a.m. 

\ 



.fAMa• TOWtt••MU 
o•UJ11'1' c a ... , • ..,,.., - wow•• w. oo•ait••r 

• a 0 '1' .::..O•t''1' C.OM•ITT•• 

DUTCHESS COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 

Mies Marguerite LeHand 
The \\'hi te House 
Washingt on, D.C. 

My dear Mies Leliand: 

December 7, 1935 

I am taking up the following mat t ers with you 
personally in the hope t hat a t the proper time in your 
judgment they may be called to the attention of the Pres i­
dent. 

I first want to say that the P'NA grant f or the 
Arlingt on school came through for which I am very grateful . 

The ot her matter pertains to IJ,r . Bi chard Co.ow 
of Poughkeepsie in regard to an appl i cation whi ch I have 
discussed with the President several times and which I am 
sure he is familiar with . I t is my opinion that that mat ter 
is going to be acted upon shortly and if it seemed best, I 
am sure that if it coul d be dec ided favorabiy it would be 
of untold value to us in the future. 

Thanking you very kindly in advance 1or taking 
up these matters, I am 

JT: IAS 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Oecez'ber 12, 1338 

'UC: (t,t.j 
Do you ~no~ Richard Coons ref erred 

Lo in let Ler? 



12/lJ/38 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ni chard Coon, about whom ihe President 

asks, i s evidently the itain applican~ lo tne 

Platt oc. Plat.t case . You t;Ul find in the 

ru e attached 8 l ong memorandum whicb be loft 

with you last Octobor. 

R.B . 

• 



Tt-11!: WHITE HOUSI!: 
WAJ!JHINOTON 

12/16/38 

Richard Coon 1o uoooiatocl with tbe 

DPlpaper in Pout;blceep1i1 ""'3ciD& the r"41o 

application in tilt J'lntt & Platt case • .::=.-:::::. 
Have you seen Jim Rowe' a memo to me 

on t hia oaeet (Attaoi,ed) . 
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