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May 14, 1937
GORFIDENTIAL

Dear Jim:

Upon my return to Wash on this
morning I found your letter of May first
relative to the application of the

af

le
”~ Poughkeepeie for permission to construot
and operate a radio station.

I have made ingquiry of the Commni-
cations Commission with respeot to Mr.
Grant R, Wrathall's letter and they
state that:

"It would appear ®* * * that he has
not made application for a radio permit
and it would seem t0 me very important
that he should do so at once,"

I think it would be wise for Mr.
Wrathall to follow through with the
above suggestion in this matter.

With all good wishes,
Sincerely yours,

M. H. McINTYRE
Assistant Seoretary
to the President

James Townsend, I:uq.,xrf-?"”n
356 Market Street, W B

Poughkeepsie,
New York.
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CoMMIERIONERS ADDRESS ALL COMMUKICATIONS
TO THE SECRETARY

AHHING 8, PRALL, CHAIREAN

GEORGE HENRY PAYNE

EUGENE O, BYKES FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
THAD H, BROWN WASHINGTON, D. G. '
PAUL A, WALKER

HORMAM 8, CABE

IAYIN BTEWART May 6, 1337,

Honoratle M. H. MecIntyre,
The White House.

Dear Mr. McIntyre:

In response to your request of the 3rd instent it is
suggested that a reply be made to Mr. James Townsend as
follows:

Replying to your inquiry of the lst instant,
relative to the application of the Eagle News and the Star
& Enterprise of Poughkeepsle, New York, for permission to
construct and operate a radio stetion, it would appear from
the enclosed letter of Mr. Grant R. Wraethall that he has not
made epplication for a redio permit and it would seem to me
very lmportant that he should do so &t once.

Yours very sincerely, *

i /'u,m__“

Anning 5. Prell,
Cheirman.



May 3, 1?7

¢4
MEMORANDUM FOR CHAIRMAN PRALL '°

The attached letter has arrived
during Mr. MoIntyre's absence. As you
know, he is in Galveston, Texae, where
he has established headguarters for the
duration of the President's fishing trip.

I am teking the liberty of
sending you Mr. Towneend's letter and
the enclosure with the reguest that you
let Mr. Uolntyre have a draft of appro-
priate reply that I may send to him for
signature. Thank you.

ROBERTA BARROWS
Secretary to Mr. MoIntyre tmb

Enclosure

Let to MHM frow James Townsend, County Chairmen, Dutchess County
Dewocratic ComuiTTET 35 Narket Street, Poughkeepsie, New York

Te publiehers of the Fagke News and the Star & Enterprise of
Pougnkeepsie who have made application for a radio station.
Encloses letter frow Grant R. Wrathall of 4007 Connecticut Avenue
fashington, D. C. re same. Asks for a word to the right partice
that the publishers application be denied for the time being,
Statee they need the station but tnat "it is of the grentes%

importance that these publisner should not be granted a license
Bnd peruitted to control a radic station In this locality."



o
AMES TOWNBEND - MoMER W, OUERNSEY
T T A
EEG'Y DOUETY OOMMITTER

DUTCHESS COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE

Wik @7
BARBAVON BUILDING

35 MAMKET AT, PODOHEEEFRIE, N. Y.
' TELEFEOER 100

Ofice County Chairman
Hay 1- 1':’3?

Col, Marvin H. MacIntyre
The White House
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mac:

I am enclosing herewith & copy of a letter re-
ceived this date from Mr. Grant R. Wrathall of 4007
Connecticut Avenue, H.W., Washington, D.C., which ies
geelf-explanatory.

Note the second paragraph of enclosure states
the publishers of the Eapgle News and the Star & Enter-
prise of Poughkeepsie have made application for such a
station. These publishers, &as you know, control the en-
tire prese of Dutchess County and have alwaye been wvery
nasty to the President and to the Democratic Party in
general. It would be m great get-back for us if their
request for a radio station were granted.

Ve have been working for some time in contempla-
tion of & radio statign ip thie county which in the ab-
sence of a fair press could be used to get the facts be-
fore the people and thie mppears to be along the lines
of what we have been looking for. We will thoroughly
investigate thie proposition and if it proves to be the
right thing we will endeavour to get the thing establighed.
Such a setup, you can realize, would be & tremendous ag-
get to us, however, we feel that it 1s of the greatest
importance that these publishers should not be granted a
license and permitted to control a radio station in this
locality.

It goes without saying that we would greatly ap-
preciate it if you could drop & word to the right parties
in Washington to the effect that the publishers applica-
tion be denied, at least for the time being.

Iaall keep you informed of any later developments
in thie matter,

Thanking you for thie and the many past favors, Iam

Ver ainoeru%;,ya&ra
#Eiqp&dntﬁﬁg'
Tuwnna££}




4007 conn. Ave., K. W,
Washington, D.C.
April =8, 1937

kr, James Townsend
Democratic Chairman of Dutohass County
Foughkeepsie, Hew York

DeaT Bir:

For sometime I have been investigating the possi-
bilities of organizing some interested perties together for
the purpose of instigating a radio broadcast service in Pough-
keepele, Recently a way was cleared to place in the broad-
cast spectrum such a station to serve the generuﬁ Poughkeepsie
area,

e = |

¥ithin the last week the publishers of lthe Eagle

News and the Star-Enterprise, your local newspapers, filed an
application for such a station, Information—I have been able
to secure would indicate thaet this publishing co ¥ in the
past has exhibited & pro-democratic ¢endency., A T io station
in thelin the hands of the proper personwould do much- to balance
any power which could be mustered ny the opposite party through
partial newspaper publicity. With these Facts in mind I have
taken the liberty of asking your advice inm the plain I will

now brief,

Ia & young radio engineer (30 yeare) employed by a
radic engineering ftrm nere in ¥ashington. I have for the

past three years made & study of the radlo situation with the
thought of establishing mycelf as ® part owner in a emall radio
etatlon. Poughkeepsie wasg the city of my choloce from a bueiness
and social point of view. I had contemplated spending my va-
catlion in your city and furthering my plans.

After a thorough-etudy of the situation and using
official 1935 U, 3. buainess figures I have concluded that the
proposed gtation should)produce a profit of not less than
41,000 a month for not more than §6,000 original investment.
The average cost of & station of like power to the one here
proposed le near 312,000 and as my contribution to the wenture
I will build the station and save approximately 50%. I am
fully qualifted to do the construction work and have sccese to
complete test eguipment,

How getting back to my trouble, Do you kn .w of any
person now living in Poughteepsie that could show a wortn of
not less then 320,000 in quick and good mssets end nt the
same time be willing to invest 35,Ggﬂ in & bueinese that for
the past four years has shown 20% increase in returns from
IREXXIZNLXP year to year, He should at the same time be of
the right politieal faith. Such a pereon would have a didtinet
advantage over the newspaper applicant because the Fedsral
Comrunicatione Commission on-more than one occesion hes made it
known that it is prone to grant A license to non-newapaper
interests when such are conteetants with the nNewspaper,



If you can help me in any way I will appreciate
either the discouragement or the information you might give me.
should you know of some party that might be interested in my
proposal plesse communicate the good news to me as eoon as
possible, The looal application now on file will be set for
hearing soon and our application should be filed if it is to
be heard at the same time,

Let me thank you for any advice o infdrmation you
might see fit to supply me, il

Very truly yours |

(eigned) Grant R. Wrathaii

-._,.__-—-;—




JAMES TiWwNREND

TBURTY CHATEN LW

B T HOMER W. GUERNSEY
EEOF COUNTY COMBITTES

DUTCHESS COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE
30 MARKET wr., PovaRKRRPEE, N, ¥,

FELEFBONE 1583

Oficr County Charrman

May 17, 1937

Qol. Marvin H, McIntyre
The White House
Wasnington, D.O.

Dear Mao:

Yours in anewer to my inquiry for information
concerning & broadcasting statlion received. I
appreclate the suggestion you made in this
metter and will follow it through.

I hope to be in Weshington the latter part of
the month and will see you at that time, and
discuse this question further.

Yours veryrilnn$rely fﬁf
&

R

ez Towneend
JT:MD



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTOMN
b9

+ June 14, 1937

MEMORANDUM FOR HONORABLE AMNING 5. PRALL:
Chairman, Federal Communications Commisasion.

You will
third my secretary
munication eddress

cell that under date of May
foerred to your office a com-
to m by Mr. James Townsend,
of Poughkeopaie, York, relstive to an appli-
catlon which he sfated was on file with your Com-
miasion for a ragio station to be established in
Poughkeepsie. You advised me on May sizth that
no such epplication for radio parmit hed been
made and statey that it should be done at once,

today Iin regeipt of a letter from
with further reference to thias sub-
Jeet, and egelpse it herewith., With its return,

« 'Hs McINTYRE
Assistant Secretary
to the Fresldent



JAMES TUWNBEND . : i
CRUNTY CEAIRS L

HOMER W. GUERNSEY
RO COUNTY COMBITTES

DUTCHESS COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE

Roow 87
Bampravos BUiLBIEG

A8 MARKEET 8T, PFOUOHNNERFEIE N, Y.
TELaFmom® 1081

Ofice Cownty Chatrman

June 10, 1937

Col. Marvin H, MacIntyre
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mac:

In further reference to our conversation and previ-
ous correspondence concerning the establishment of a radio
station here in Foughkeepsie, I find after looking into
the matter that station WGNY of Wewburgh, has already es-
tablished a etudio in Poughkeepsie and is giving practical-
ly the same service that would be obtained from such &
station as we had in mind,

Station WGNY is owned and operated by & iur. Peter
Goelet who, from what I cen learn, has conducted his sta-
ticn on a very high plede and has recently invested quite
& large sum of money in & new studio at Newburgh which takes
in a whole building at 161 Broadwey, A day or two ago he
made application to the Federal Radio Commission for an in-
crease in power, that is, to increase his present 100 watt
station to 250 watte and he informed me that the Commission
can grant this request immediately if they see fit to do so.
ur. Goelet is deeply interested in the redic business and
is looking forward to inoreasing his power from time to time
in the future and judging from the progress he has made
in the past it is guite evident that the prospects for real
radio facilitles here in the future are very bright.

4@ have had quite some discussion with him concerning
cur plans and have arrived at quite a satisfactory agreement
with him and we have decided to abandon our plans for estab-
lishing a new station here and in return he has assured us of
hies cooperation in extending us the facilities of WGHY.
Therefore, lac, I would greatly appreciate it if you would
give this matter your personal attention with the view of
having the application of WGHY approved at the earliest pos-
geible time,

Thanking you for this and all past favors, I am
Sincgrely yours
y" J&mZ‘Tunnu end )
.I understand that the Platt & Platt application hes been gat

for a hearing on Beptember 15. This application of course should
be denied if at all possible,
-

P.E
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MEMO FOR M, H, M, |

| L
| S,
Mr. Prall will call you about this

Monday morming.

ToL



June 14, 1957

EEMORANDUM FOR HONORABLE ANNING 5. PRALL:
Chairman, Federa]l Commmmications Commission.

You will regall that under dats of May
third my seeretary referrod to your office a oom-
mnication addressed to me by Mr. Jemes Townsend,
of Poughkeepsie, New York, relative to am appli-
catiom whish he stated was om file with your Com-
mission for a radio station to be sstablished im
Poughkeepsie. Tou advisesd me on May sizth that
no sush applisaticm for radic permit had been
mads and stated that it should be doms at cmes,
which information I passed alomg to Mr. Townsend.

I am today in reeeipt of a latter from
Mr. Townsend with further refsremce to this sub-
Joot, and enclose 1t erewith. With its return,
would you be good spough to advise me what reply
I should make? Thank you.

Aspistant Seeretary
to the Presidemt Hf-.l"l'ﬂ"ﬂﬂ.



f.ﬂ;j,-»

M. H. M. to talk to Judge Sykes
about when he comee in to see

' the President.

Rk
S REY



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON I
/‘f/ LA
oy

8/14/57 -~
NECWUIND FOR TUZURE ABPOIIITINS

-w& Fresldiest wnnts to see Jizdge
S.5es Lo uisecuss with lLiwm #llocatisne of
rfﬂf‘?

stutlons il wave-leagtie witl, referance to

NEWSpADeT coanectionm,

< 1¥Y
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s WJAMES TOWNBEND g HOMER W, CUERNSEY
DEUETT CMlalE - EEC'Y COUNTY COMMITYEN

DUTCHESS COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE =

moue wT -
i -

BARBAVON BUILDIEE e i
B MANKET 8T, POUGNEEEFSIE, N, T,
TELEFMOEE Lini -

Oficr Counsy Chatrman

August 5, 1937

Col., .arvin 4, .aclntyre
fhe .hite House
¥ashington, D.C.

Dear wao:

Thie will refer you to my letter of June 10 in refér-
ence to the radio application of Station WGHY of fiewburgh,
hew York, of which I am enclosing a copy Ior your ready
information,

=

«r, Goelet filed his application for an increase from
hls present 100 Jatt station to 250, with the intention, if
an immedlate grant were issued to him, to file another ap-
plication for a 500 Watt etation. e is now cperating on
a 1210 Kiloeycle. [here is, I believe, an eir channel at
1310 Kilooycles open in this territory for which the Platt &
Flatt newe publisners here in Fougnkeepsle have made eppli-
cation, This 1310 chnannel is the ultimate goal of Btation
WGNY and if you think it advisable they will withdraw their
present application and apply for a 500 Watt station on the
1310 wave. Tiis, of course, would be the ideal hook-up and
with unlimited time it would be a tremendous value %o us in
the Hudson Valley.

I realige how terribly busy you are and I am reluctant .
to bother you with this at this time but Lr. Goelet has been
inforamed by the Commission that his application is set down
for hearing and of course that would not come until after
the Platt & Platt aearins which is set for the 15th of Septem-
ber,

I would greatly appreciate hearing from you at your
earliest convenience as to how our situation etande and would
welcome any suggestions you might feel would be to pur advantage.

¢1th meny thanks and kindest personal regards, I am

Singerely youre

red) Cfpeirred e

4
ames Townsend

xr ff?-.ﬂ:?d



TOMORD, James

Foushkeepsie, N,Y.,
Mg, O, 1937

. Virites Mr, Molntyre, referring to his letter of Jume 10 (eopy
attached) in re the redioc application of Station WONY of lewburgh, H.Y.,
omed and cporated by a Mr. Foter Goelet, Mr, Townsend understands that
the Flatt & Platt applicstion has been set for a hearing on Sept. 15, amd
sayy this should be denied Af at all possiblo, Wants to know tha status of
tho let application and asks for any sugsestions that might halp them, ==

is & memo of Augs 14 from Mr. Molntyre in re "Future Appointmonta®
the I'residont wants tc see Ju ge Oykes to disouss with him allosa=
tions oX stutions and wave-lsngths with reference to newspaper connootlons,
A notation indicated that Mr, MeIntyre talked to Judge Syles about shis
to see the President om Aup, 17th,.

SES = 134 Ma,



Wrote %o the President with regerd %o applicstion P
mr}dpw-hmmummtmuv pele end thet Bgation WONY
of Newburgh is an epplieant for mn inaresse of power, Af Platt & Flett 1ia
grented permission, they gould maver look for were sonsideretion than they now receive
from its mewspspers, Mr. Jsmes Hoosovels replied to Meyor/Sprets, Nov, B2, 1937, aa per
the Fresident's direstion, steting that the metter (he %o 1% »s Hudson River valley
redio stations) is being referred %o the Federel Communightions Commission, and he sug-
gasted $hat the ieyor commnicste dirsotly with the G asion re spplicetion for & hear-
ing. -= Mayor Sprett's letter referred to Cheirmen Federel Communiocations Oome
mipaion, Nov, BE, -

BEE 138-Misosl.



For the information of the Commigsion,

the President asked me to refer to the Commigsion
the enclosed letter froa Mayor Spratt of the
City of Poughkeepsle, New York, together with

copy of reply.
Very sincerely yours,

James Roosesvelt
Secretary to the President

Honorable Frank R. MeMinch, /0 ¢

Chairman, Federal Communications
Commiseion,

Bashington, D. C.

Enclosures. FDR/d]

7~
Letter from Mayor Geo. V, L. Spratt, Poughkeepsie, N.Y. to Pres.
Nov. 19th, with regard to application of Platt & Platt (Evening -
Star) of Poughktespsie to install a radio B n Poughkeepsie
and that Etatiﬂ,ﬂlﬁﬂi of Newburgh is an applicapt for an increase
of power. Bal;nvas f Platt & Platt is granted| permission, they
could never lgok for\more consideration than t now receive

from its newag pers.
/ *

A




November 22, 1957.

¥y dear Mr. Mayor:

The President has asked me to thank
you for your letter of November nineteenth, in
regard to radio stations in the Audson River «
valley. As this is u matter before the Federal

—Communications Commission, your letter 1= being
forsarded to the Commission. I suggest that you
communicate directly with the Commission and
make an application for a hearing, if one is
desired.

Very sincerely yours,

James Roosavelt
Secretary to the President

Honorable George V. L. Spratt,
ayor of Poughkeepsie,
Poughkeepsie, New York.

FDR/dj



Yir. Roosavelt:

/ " The President dictated

these two letters for your signature.

D.J.



Poughkeospsaie, N. Y.

February 1,

Trote kiss Lefiand re application of Platt and operate radio station
ﬂmm-.l-r-u.numrm was faverable. Mr.

ales Station WONT at Newburgh, N. Y., whese
station would be affected Wy the 14 of station %o Platt and Plats, Baye
Edward Perkins, Presideat of the espsie Pudlishing Corporation (Platt and
Platt) has been mstive wpon lathr's plication. «- MP. Molntyre wm te Mr.
referred his lebter %o him, Imowing that
« Mr. Nelniyre says he does not see how
any suggestions %o the Federal Comwunics-
he is therefore mot driaging 1% te his

p Yo Hyde Park, Fedbruary 19th, when he

the Frecident can, with propriety,
tions Comaiseion of this sort, and
sttention at all. yentions propesed
hopes %0 see Wr. Towmsead.

N

M\

SEE = 138=iiscel.



SEE ls6=lliscel,

for Mr. McIntyre's telegram cf Sept. 1, 1938, to Mr. Latta
asking him to find out from Hon. Frank Re MoNinch, of the
Federal Communication Commission, Jjust what is the status
of the Platt and Platt application for radic statlion at
Poughkeepsie, We Ye----- Mr, Latta, on Sept. 9th, 1938,
sent a telegram to Mr. McIntyre saying that Mr. MoNinch is
out of town but that his office edvises that Platt
application is available for commission cons deration end
should be taken up within the next couple of weekse=~-==----- -
(Mr. James Townsend is interested in the Flatt end Platt gp-
plication. See Corrsspondence dated FeBruary %0, 1958 -
filed 135-3’13@01.) | E




February 10, 1038

My dear !ir. Townsend!

uinz.ummmmumm
leiter of Febtuary firet, lmowing that I was
familiar with the subjeot matter,

Fronkly, Jim, I do not see how the
President can, with propriety, make any suge
gestions as to any action of this lind to de
taken by the Federal Commmnications Commige
sion, For this reason, we are not bringing
i% %o his attention at all and I am
will understand why I am taldng the respone
sibilicy iastead of, bringing the matter to
his attention. W=

Ve are planning to eome up to Hyde
Paric on the nineteenth and I am looking fore
ward to seeing you.

M. He MoINTTRE
Seoretary to the President
James Townsend, Zeq.
36 Market Street, = '
Foughlceepsie, £ v
New York.

x1059






e MOMER W, OUERNSEY

JAMES TOWNEEND
EELY ONUETY COMMITYES

OOUETY CEAiE e

o
F"/ .{ DUTCHESS COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE
J' L e : -

mooE B
h . ; BANBAVON BEILDIND
i 2k WARKET 8T, PFOUOHEEEFRIE N, Y.
} I TELEFEOHE §10)

A February 1, 1§78™"

alss uarpuerite Ledand
The fnhite House
Washington, D.C,

«y dear uilss LeHend:

I am very desirous of having the following matter
brought to the perscnal attention of tne President. Several
monthe ago the local Prese applied under the name of Plett & %

£ r a permit to operate a 1000 watt redio station at Fough-
.§§§E£i£+"‘ﬁt that time I diecussed this matter with the FréEIE%ﬁt'”
expressed my opposition and I believe he felt as I do--that xpF A3
it 1s not a good peliocy to have all branches of publicity con-
trolled by one group. I have just recently been informed that
Flatt & FPlett have had thelr hearing before an examiner of the
Commigeion and the examiner has reported back favorably to the
Comuission. This report I assume wae based on the theory thnat
Poughkeepsle 1s not adeguately covered by present redio facili-

ties.
=
4@ are intereeted in Lr., Peter Goelet wiho operatea sta-
tion GGHY at Hewburgh, Hew York, WOO MEs Deen Moet generous in the

uge-5T nis radio stetion to mll church, public and civic societies
—giving free advertising and publicity to all their affairs and

benefits. His station has studios at both Newburgh and Poughkeep-
sle and at present he hias an application pending for more power,
His present stetion 1is opereting sith 100 wett power and his ap-
plicetion meks for an increase to 250 watts., He originally pre-
pared his application for 1000 watte but on the advice of hie con-
gultant engineers at Washington he reduced his application to the
250 and if the Platt & Platt application is denied he will immedi-
ately make application for the 1000 watt stazion and if obtained
Fougnkeepsie and vicinity will have the same redio facilities that
Flatt & Platt could give tiem.

42 have looked into tuie young man very carefully and
find nim to be of an excellent family and witn unlimited finaneial
resources and in & position to carry out his plans without eny dif-
ficulty. His fether was & very heavy contributor to the President's
campaipn fund in 1932 end Feter is end alwaye has been an ardent
supporter of the President.

There is no guestion at ell but that the public interest
will beet be served by denial of the Flatt & Platt application.
The Platt & Platt attorneys probably contend that the Foughkeepsie
area is not properly covered and the Commigsion will probebly egres



Lige .arguerite LeHand February 1, 1938

with them by consulting their charts, however, during tne pest
campalgn we used thls radioc stetion on four different occasions
end I know there was excellent reception throughout at least
80% of Dutchess County,.

I cannot express too strongly tne necessity for keeping
Flatt & Platt out of the radio field and I would deeply arpreci-
ate it if you would cell tnis matter to the Prepident's attention
at the earliest poesible opportunitiy &s tnere esre only a few re-
maining days before the Commiseion mekes its fipa; decision.

Thanking you for this and all peet favors, and with
kindeet personal regards, I am

Yery sincerely yours

e

F.5.

=
It is my pelief tuat .r._Edward Perkins, President o: the Pough-
keepeie Publisg ; n, (FLlatt and Flatt), has beEH“&‘j:

ve in thnelr behalf in regard to their spplication.

J.T.



STANDARD FORM No, 144
APFPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT
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“TELEGRAM

- The Wihite House g
Memo for MHM ] | mmflﬁiﬂtﬁn WX 9-9-38

PK
McNineh out of town., His office advises that Platt and Plailt
application avallable for commission consideration and should be
taken up within the next couple of weeks,

MCL.




------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

M. C. L,
A sk McNinch ncnfidantiall§ what status of Platt and
Plaht application radio station Poughkeepsie.

——

M. H, M, =

10:E66 a.m,



THE WHITE HOUSE
i0/6& WASHINGTON

Jim Townsend:

Is lald up with un "_lmost eracked"
#nec, His two or taree mtiters to bring
to tie attentiun of the treslaent, us
Tollovws:

l. "On tnis astier of the broudeasting
Stétion here, tne FCC has nua thiz slice
lust Fenrusry. at 1irst we upnosed tae
peo le who ore fnow probebly goiie to
get it -- thney inaliy huu to coue to me.
I wonlon 1ice tu cnow 1n buvance 1Y they
e -olng to pet 1t I L cun  ive them
e intormation 1 advanee, 1t woulid
nelp to mike tnem (the fEnEaloer) nure
irienily., ssilicution Is unucp Platt &
Plact.



October 7, 1838,

Dear Mr, Townsend }

I enclose herewlth copy of the findinge of the
Federal Communications Commission taken from the official
record I have Just recelved from Washington.

Reading theee findings carefully, I believe you will
angree with me that the Commisslon doese not doubt for an
lnetant that Poughkeepsle needs a radlo station.

Wherein the Commiesion does disagree 1s that we have
proposed, at the beginning, only a daytime station while
the Commission saye there le great need or greater need
for a nighttime station.

But here is the polnt !

Radlo englneers, government or private, will tell you
that there now exlsts no wave length on the whole range
of commercial radio wave lengths which can be uged for a
full time station in Poughkeepsie,

More then that, I believe these same englneers will
agree that the 1000 klloocycle wave length for which we
applied for daytime operatlion is the only wave length on
the whole range of commerclal radio wave lengthe which can
be used for a daytime station in Poughkeepsle for a
atatlon with 1,000 watte power which the Commiselon eays
1s the power a etatlion here should have.

The fact 1e proved by WGNY's experience in Newburgh.
WGNY hae been eeeking in some way for years to obtaln a
full time-- day and night-- operation and haes been and
6t1ll l1e unable to obtein it. That 1s why WONY has
agked for another band which adds a few hours to its day-
time operatlon ; there is no band Newburgh can use for
Nighttime operation under the present set-up.

Qur plan always hes been this !

We hoped to obtaeln a license for daytime operation
on the 1000 kilocycle wave length, which ie the only one
avallable for daytime operation. There 18, as I have
polnted out, no wave length on which a station in Pough-
keepsle could operate, which will permit day and night
operatlon,

If we could-- or if we can-- obtain a license for
daytime operatlion, which 1s mll any station can obtaln
for Poughkeepsle now, we planned to act promptly when
the new radio wave length allocation program le put in



operation, which I believe will be in less than six
monthe, and under that, which will provide some free
bande, we would ask for a band which would permlit day
and night operation.

Under the present wave length allocation there is
no such band so that no matter who applies for a full
time stetion in Poughkeepsie, 1t simply is lmpossible.

Thie whole situation, I believe, has been quite

overloocked by the Commission. Ite findinge seem to
lmply that we might have chosen another band and asked
for a full time station. But there isn't any such
band.

Since there 1sn't such a wave length, it seems to
me that 1t 1s ressonable and desirable for the Commission
to permit us to operate a daytime station until such full

time band 1s available. True, Poughkeepsie may need a
night time station. But we proved 1t neede also a
daytime station. And, 1f it cannot obtaln a daytime

and nighttime station, then certainly it should not be
deprived of a daytime statlon until a nighttime wave also
comes along, A half loaf is better than none for this
community, isn't it ¥

The Commission on September 12th granted a license to
the Troy Broadcasting company for a daytime station in
Troy, N. ¥,, where there are numerous other statlons in
the radiue of a few miles. Troy 1s much larger than
Poughkeepsle, yet a daytime station has been aporoved
even when Troy had already consilderasble local service.
Poughkeepele has none.

You realize thet most businesses start on a modest
gcele and expand ees conditions and opportunities offer,
I think our program is identical with this fundamental
businees principle. If we can get a daytime station,
which 1s all there 1s to be had for Poughkeepsie now, we
wlll then be set up, our station operating smoothly, the
people attracted to it and then when we can get a day-
and-night band we can expand, as we wlsh to.

Our plans have never been based on equipment or ser-
vice merely for a daytime station, We have planned
for a full time station, We would have asked for a
full time station when we started our proceeding, 1f such
e statlon could have been had on any wave length st 1000

watta. We plan, ae you know, on an expenditure at
least of $100,000 for the station, and that is no 1little
station. We plan for the best and most modern equip-

ment, the best guality of personnel, and the wldest pos=
sible service not from ocur studlcs alone but by remote
from all pointe in thls area. I slready have told you
of our plans for certain remote hook-ups.



You will recall, too, thet I menticned yesterday that
if we do not obtaln a favorable action on & rehearing
and 1f the Commiselion does not grant ue a llcense fo s
daytime station now, i1t will be impossible for anybody to
go through the necessary proceedings and obtain any sort
of a license before 1940, I believe I am correct in
gaylng that anybody elee who may apply now will be able
only to obtaln a dsytime license until the wave length
re-allocation ie effective,. S0, one reaeoning is : why
not give it to us, now, because then we can go ahesd with
our station and it will be avallable for use within a few
monthe and we will be able to act more promptly than any-
body else to obtaln a day and night wave length when any
suich length becomes avallable.

Thie is & community nroject, after all. You know
we dld nothlng for a long time and then finally asked for
the best and the most license we could obtaln solely be-
cause 80 many people from every part of the community
urged us to get Poughkeepsie a statlon to serve not only
the city but the whole aréam of Dutchess county. You
and I agree on ite possibilities for reaching thousande of
pecple and I feel you mgree with me that there 1is Bvery
reasgon to have this service in operatlon as soon as is
humanly possible, And I am sure you know we will pro-
vide the highest quality of equipment and service which
can be provided.

Since all thie ie true, and there is no hope for
anybody obtaining more than a daytime license now and rwe
heve gone thus far, I know you will be glad to have this
gtatement of the sltustion me & sumuary of the ressons
to have our application granted

With deep appreclation of your interest and with
most slncere best wishes, I remai

REC-mg

Ur, James Townsend,
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.



MEMORANDUM ON POUGHKEEPSIE RADIC LICEMSE APPLICATION :

Appliecant i Platt & Platt, Ine,

Beeking : Construction permit,

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION : Docket Nb. 4581,
Decided : October 4, 1938, (26813)

Brief histg¥¥ ! Thie application was made ag the result
of a suggestion at a civie gathering in Poughkeepsie in
early 1937 that Poughkeepsie as a community, together
with Dutchess County and the Poughkeepsie trading area,
ie important enough to have its own radlo station and
could susteln one both ee to program and bueineess. A
further suggestion from civic and bueiness organizations
was that applicant was the logical and best-qualified
unlt to operate a ststlon and representations were made
to applicant accordingly. Applicant made a surbey

§o determine extent of interest in and support of proposed
etation and found both factors exlsted to unusual degree
in the community. Cn thie beeie applicstion was made.

Froceedinge : Applicant first filed about April 1, 1937,
Tor 1270 Ec band which then was open but subesequently a
license was anted for Pittefleld, Mass., on that band,
This, about August, 1937, necessitsted amendment of Ap=
plication and new fillng was made for 1000 ke band, with
1 kw power as allocated to Poughkeepele, On advice of
engineers (Barron) application wae made for 1000 ke band
68 the only band on which a station in Poughkeepsie could
operate ruil daytime, thele being no band avallable,
according to eame advice, on which & fulltime station
could be coperated, Restrlction of application to a
daytime station waes involuntary since applicant desired

a fulltime statlion but was foreclosed thereon as set
forth and further because WHO Des Molnes ocperates on the
1000 ke band and would interfere with Poughkeepsie station
to some degree after local sunset in Poughkeepsie. In
face of thile eltustion, applicant decided to ask for day-
time station but in planning station facilities and ser-
vlice 1t calculsted st all times on using 1000 ke band
only until some fulltime band should become available,

In this connection, the supnorters of radio statlon plan
in Poughkeeonsie urged applicant to obtaln daytime
fecilities at lesst, because the feeling was that Pough-
keepsle deserved and conld use a daytime station im-
medlately and until fulltime station bhecamae avallable,

Tre pubseguent proceedings in this case are completely
shown by the record, including fsvorable examiner'e re-
port, oral argument to confirm examiner's report, ete,



Decision : The Commission (MeNinch, chairman, Brown and
Case, Commiseioners, not psrtiecipating) ruled that @

The applicant proposes to establish a
limited time setation in a community
having a public need for unlimited

time service, and granting such an
applicatlion would not satiefy the
loecal public need nor would it be an
effielent allocation of radio facil-
itles. (Grounde for decislon, par, 1)

The opinion preceding the declsion set forth (pages 4
‘and 5? thet there 1s no radlo station in Poughkeepsie,
that there 1s no broadcast service avallable to Pough-
keepele having a signal strength usually neceseary to
render conslstent service day and night to residential
and high nolse level areas, but that seversl New York
City stations could be heard in Poughkeepsie and that
some other statlons render alequste service to rural

areas surrounding Poughkeepsie,

Note : Although these stations can be
heard in Poughkeepele and the normal
area proposed to be served by a Pough-
keepsie statlon, there ie no station
which gives loecal service eilther to
Poughkeepsle or Dutchess County, and
these areas constitute a closely-knit
unlt needing comprehensive local ser-
viece and expreseion because of thelr
abundant telent, thelr highly-devel-
oped community consclousness, and their
importance as sources not only of local
service but of far greater and wider
garvice on occasion,.

The opinlon further set forth (pages 5 and B) that :

"The Commiseion is constrainted to deny
this application because favorable
action hereon will not result in
8upplying s satWactory service to

the people of Poughkeepeile, The
people are as much in need of night-
time servicé as daytime eervice, and
the need for the former may be greater.

" ® ® granting thie application, there-
fore, would result in the establishment
of a limited time or daytime station
which may preclude the estsblishment of
a station which would be able to render
local day and night service,"



Aggll.nant'u comment : (Reasons for granting of motion for
renearing, for reconsideration of applicant's case by the
Commission, and for granting of license to applicant,)

1. There 1s no redio station in Poughkeepsie,

2, Both the examiner and the Commission found
that there is need for a radlo station in
Poughkeepsile. Thie wee unguestioned.

3, Thie applicant limited ite application to
daytime service but only because fulltime ser-
vice aould not be provided due to the re-
etrictions on avallable wave bands,

4., Thie applicant st all times hss planned for
a fulltime station and has planned to apply
for additional time as soon as poesible.

It made ite limited application baesed on the
public urgings and demends for a statlon for
Poughkeepele to be estabbished promptly, if
permitted, rather than to walt until a full-
time stetion band should become avallable,

&. In planning for a Poughkeepsie station,
thie appliecsnt has projected and is prepared
to expend up to $100,000,00 at least, Af nec-
aesary, to provide a modern facllity fitting
for the need of Poughkeepsie and Dutchess
County and in keeping with the importance of
a station in Poughkeepsie, It has planned
also to staff the station with the most ex-
perienced snd efficlent personnel and to
present programe of highest quality and widest
appeal and scope.

6. Slnce a fulltime band 1s not avallable
now, Poughkeepslie should not be deniled a day-
time station for which there 1s both great

need and grest demend. That & most ,o=
ceptable daytlme program can be presented
has not been questioned, To provide &

correepondingly high-quality nighttime pro-
gram when opportunity offers is no problem
eince the teslent and evente are amply ada-
quate and readily avallsble,

7. Denial of thie application measns thst, in
ordinsry course of events, no applicant, this
or eny other, could expect reasonably to obtain
8 licenee and heve a station operating until
1940, and probably not much before mid-yesr of
1540, In the mesn time, Poughkeepsie as &



community, and thie includes Dutchessa County,
i1s left without a much-needed radioc service

of 1te own, a service 1mportant to the com-
munity interests and the development of the
area, and with the poesibilities, always, of
being et times important to much broader areas.

8. Thie applicant 1e nprepared, if permitted, to
proceed as soon as possible with construction
and operation of the statlon sought and to take
whatever steps may be permitted henceforth to
nrovide Poughkeepsie with s fulltime stetion,

8, Poughkeepsle and Dutchess County are more
interested In a local radlo service amd more
anxious for it now than they weres a year ago
when representatives of the community (see
who testified in depoeltions) expressed thelr
views ae part of the record, This i&s sub-
etantiated by the many voluntary inquiries
recelved dally from representatives of civie,
religious, educstional ard fraternal organi-
zations and from individusls as to the status
of the pending appliecation,



In re application of
PLATT & PLATT, Ine.
POUGHKEEPSIE, New York,
For a Construction Permit,

Federal Communications Commission Docket No. 4581,

Thls epplication for permiseion to construct a
radlo statlon in Poughkeepsle to operate daytime
until local sunset in Poughkeepsie on the 1000 ko
wave band with 1,000 watte power, was denled by the
Commisslon in decleion dated October 6, 1538, in
which declelon Chairmen McNinch and Commissioners
Brown and Case did not participate.

The Commission in ite declsion sald in sub-
etancé thrt this applicant had proved Poughkeepsle
needs a radlo etation but that it was denying the
application because thies applicant had asked only
for a daytime station when it should have asked for
a fulltime station to get ae much service as pos-
sible for Poughkeepsie. The Commisslon added
that 1t felt thst to grant a daytime station might
prevent a future grant of a fulltime station,

The reason applicant asked only for a daytime
gtation was because when it applied there wis no
band on which a fulltime station could be aperated
in Poughkeepsle, due to night interferenge with
several other existing statione, and because the
1000 ke band was the only one avallable then on
which a daytime statlon in Poughkeepsie could be
operated satisfactorily.

Appllcant at all times has planned and still
does to obtaln a fulltime station if Commission
will permit Just as soon as a band is avallable
which allows of fulltime operation in Poughkeepsie.

Applicant now hed filed with the Commission a
petition praying for a rehearing and/or reconsider-
ation of ite case, setting forth why it limited its
original application to daytime operation and also
eetting forth that whenever a band becomes availsble
permltting fulltime operstion in Poughkeepsie 1t
will apoly lmmedistely for such band and for per-
misslon to transfer operation to that band and give
fulltime eervice.



Applicant urgee in support of ite petiton for
a rehearing and for a subseguent grant of a llcense
so soon ae poseible that : (1) Poughkeepsie needs a
daytime station now as the case proves according to
the Commiselon's findinge ; (2) that Poughkeepele
should not ©be denied a daytime station over the
interval until a fulltime band shall become avallable ;
(3) that operation of & daytime station will not be
an interference with any existing station, as the
engineering proof in the case confirms, and that 1t
will be of great value to the community to have 1t in
operstion as soon ss possible ; (4) thet anplicant,
heving always planned for a fulltims station and
being most deslrous of operating a fulltlime statlon,
will, Af granted a daytime station now, apnly at the
firgt moment thet & fulltime band becomes avallable,
for permission to tranefer to such fulltime band and
give Poughkeepsie fulltime service.

This applicant's petition for a rehearing will
be echeduled for argument by the Commlssion in due
courge, probably within the next four weeks or less,
and 1t is wital thst appnlicant be granted a rehearing
and/or reconsiderstion so that it may present fully
itz stetement of facts to the Commisslon.

Applicant also will point out that granting of
its present and pending apolication ie desirable so
that preliminary construction may be commenced at an
early date. Otherwlse, the entire proceeding will
be delayed for a considerable period of time with the
result that Poughkeepsle and the, Dutchess county com-
munity will have no radio stetion for which there
is both need and demend. liany organizetions of
vorions annroved guality sre anxious to have such a
strtion in Poughkeepsie for use se soon 8s poeslble,
and eince this apnlication if grented will not in
any way interfere with any exlsting etation during
daytime operation and will mske 1t possible for a
prompt transfer to fulltime operation when such band
becomes available, 1t is elementally deslirable that
Poughkeepsie be grented : lst-- & rehearing and/or
reconsideration ; 2nd-- & construction nermlit and

lieense, both on the basls of the nending appllication,.






THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 13, 18938,

MEMO FCR MAC

Can you get some word
for Jim Towneend from Federal

Communications?



FEDERAL COMIUNICATIONS COMMISSION'S FINDINGS RE RADIO LICENSE t

The Commiseion is constrained to deny this application be-
cause favorable actlon hereon will not result in supplylng a
eatisfaftory service to the people of Poughkeepsle, The people
are as much in need of nighttime service as daytime service, and
the need for the former may be greater. The applicent shows
that there are 6,000 industriasl workere in this area, and it 1ls
doubtful whether they would be able to avail themeelves of the
proposed daytime service, Thies group deserves consideration.

The proposal herein 1s to established a limited time station
on a clesr channel frequency, namely, 100 kilocycles. The
dominant station on this frequency, WHO, has rendered service for
many years, and there 1s no suggeetion in the record thet 1t will
relingulsh any of 1ita nighttime houra of operation. Under
Hules 77-1 and 78-2 a station of the class proposed herein (or
which will be ascceptable to the applicant) may not onerate after

sunset at the dominant station. The difference between sunset
at Poughkeepsie and at Des Moines (ss shown by Rule 181) varies
between 1% and 1% hours, The oparation of the proposed stetion

at Poughkeepsie, therefore, would be approaching the second hour
after sunset conditlon at the time of local sunset at Des Moines,
In view of the fact that propagatlion increases to a great extent
at sbout the sunset perlod, the operatlon of WHO at thet time
would 1limlt the signal of the proposed Poughkeepsle statlon to its
approximate 5 mv/m contour. This fect is pointed out merely to
illustrate the physicsl impossibility of the proposed statlon to
render proper service at night on the frequency applied for,

Granting this applicetion, therefore, would result in the
establishment of & limited time or daytime station which mey
preclude the establishment of a etetion which would be able to
render local day and night service.

Grounds for Declelon

1., The applicant proposes to establish a limited time
etatlon 1n a community heving a public need for unlimited time
service, and smm granting such an application would not satisfy
the local public need nor would it be an efficlent allocetion of

radio facllities.

2. Public Anterest, convenlence and necessity would not
be served by granting the applicsetion, .

Crder

Upon consideration of the entire recard, IT IS ORDERED ;

Thet the application of Platt & Platt, Inc., docket no.
46681, BE ANB IT IS HEREBY DENIED, !

Thle order shall become effective at 3 a,m. E.S8.T., on the
14th day of Oetober, 1338,

Chairmen McNinch, Commissioners Brown and Case, did not
particlipate,
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RADIO LICENSE

A pplicant & Platt &
A

Seeking 1 Constructien permit,
Federal Communications Commission ! Docket No, 4581,
Declded : October 4, 1938. (29813) #1051

ef t Thie licatlon was made as the result
a on at a o gathering in Poughkeepsie in
early 1 that Poughkeepsie as a community, together
with Dutchess county amd the Poughkeepsie trading area,
is impertant enough to have its owan radio station amd
oould sustaln one both as to program and business. A
further suggestion from eivie and business organizations
was that applieant was the logleal and best-qualified
unit to operate a station and representations were made
to applicant accordingly. Applicant made a survey to
determine extent of interest in and support of proposed
station and found both faetors existed to unusual degree
in the community. On thie basls application was made,

m ! Applieant first filed about April 1, 1937,
band which them was open but subsequently a
lieense was ed for Pittefleld, Mass,, on that band,
This, about 8%, 1937, necessitated amendment of ap-
lication and mew filing was made for 1000 ke band, with

x 136 )a'a-ﬂ

kw power as allocated to Poughkeepsie. On advice of
engineers (Barron) lication was made for 1000 ke band
as the band on h a station in sepele ocould

operate full daytime, there being no band available,
according to same advice, on which a full time station
could be operated, Restrietion of application to a
d;akth- statlon was involuntary since applicant desired
a full time station but was foreclosed thereon as set
forth and further becaums WHO Des Molnes operates on the
1000 ke band end would interfere with Pou sle station
to some de after leosl sunset in Pou epaile, In
fase of 8 situation, applicant deoided to ask for day-
time station but in planning station faeilities and ser-
vice 1t caloulated at all times on using 1000 ko band

until some full time band should become avallable,
In this comnneetion, the supporters of radlo station plan
in Poughkeepsie urged applicant to obtaln day-time
faellitles at least, because feeling was Poughkeepsie
deserved and could use day-time statiom immediately and
untlil full time station became available,

The subsequent proceedings in this case are completely
shown by the rescord, including favorable examiner's re-
port, oral argument to confirm examiner's report, ete,



! The Commission (MoNineh, chairman, Brewn and
ase, ssioners, not partiocipating) ruled that 1

The applicant proposed to establish a
limited time statiom in a community
having a pudblie need for unlimited
time serviee, and granting such an
application would mot satisfy the
lseal public need nor would it be an
efficient alloecation of radio facil-
ities. (OGroumds for Decision, pp 1)

The usal.nln precéding the deocislon set forth ( g 4
and 6) that there is mne radlo station in Pou epsie,
that there is no broadoast service available to Pough-
keepsie having a signal strength usually necessary te
render consistent service day and night to residential
and high noise leavel areas, but that several New York
City stations can be heard in Poughkeepsie and that some
other stations render adequate sefvice to rural arsas

surrounding Poughkesepsie,

Note Although these stations can be
heard in Poughkeepsie and the normal
area proposed to be served by a Pough-
keepsie station, there 18 no station
which gives loeal service either te
Poughkeepsie or Dutchess nuuut{, and
these areas constitute a -Luu-‘{-n:l.t
unit needing comprehsnsive lecal ser-
vice and expression because of their
abundant talent, their highly-devel-
oped community mmonselousness, and their
importance as sources not nni:r of looal
service but offfar greater and wider
sarvioe on cecasion.

The opinion further set forth (pages 5 and 6) that :

"The Commission is constralned to deny
this appliestion because favorable
aotion hereon will not result in
supplying a satisfastory service to
the people of Poughkeepsie. The
people are as muweh in need of night-
time service as daytime service, and
the need for the former may be greater,

"®# ® @ Granting this application, there-
fore, would result in the establishment
of a limited time or daytime stationm
which may preclude the establishment of
a statlion which would be able to render
local day and night service."



W ! (Reasons for granting of metion for
ng, nsideration of l.ppn-ut‘l ease by the
. nun.tnln. and for granting license to applicant,)
1, There is mno radlo station in Foughkespsie,

2, Both the examiner and the Commission found
that there is meed for a radio station in
Poughkeepale. This was unquestioned,

The Commission's opinion objeeted to proposal
limited to day-time service.

3. Thie epplicant limited its application te
day-time service only because full-time ser-
vice could mnot be provided due to the re-
strietions on avallable wave bands,

4, This applicant at all timee has planned for
a full-time statiom and hss planned to apply
for additiomal time as soom as possible,

It made 1ts limited appllioation based on the
publie urgings snd demands for a station for
Poughkeepsle to be estsblished promptly, bf
permitted, rather than to weit until a full-
time station band should become avallable,

6. In planning for a Poughkeepele station,
this applieant hae projseted and is prepared
to expend up te $100,000 at least, Af neces-
sary, to provide a modern facility fitting
for the need of Poughkeepsie and Dutchess
eounty and in keeping with the importance of
a statlon in Poughkespsle, It hae planned
also to ataff the station with the moat ex-
perlenced and efficlent personnel and to
present progrsms of highest quality and widest
appeel and scope.

8. 8ince a full-time band 18 not avallahle

now, Poughkeepsie should not be denled a day-
time station for which there 1s both great

need and great demand, That a most asceptable
day-time program oan be presented has not

bean questionad. To provide a correspon-
dingly high-quality night-time program when
opportunity offera 18 no problem since the
talent and events are amply adequate and are
readily avallable.

7. Denial of thias appllication means that, in
ordinary course of events, no applicant, this
or any other, ocould expect reasonably to obtaln
a license ld have a statlon operating until
1640, and probably not much befors mid-year of
1540, In the mean time, Poughkeepsie as a



community, amd this includes Dutchess eounty,
is left !hhut a muoh-needed radlo service
of ite own, a service important to the com-
munity interests and developmsnt of the area
and with the possibilities, always, of being
at times ilmportant to much broader areas.

8, Thie applicant is prepared, if permitted, to
proceed so soon as possible with construction
and operation of the statlon sought and to take
whatever stepe may be permitted henceforth te
provide Poughkeepeie with a full-time station,

8, Poughkeepsie and Dutchess county are more
interested in a loesl radio servicé and more
anxlous for 1t mow than they were a year ago
whan representetives of the community expres-
sed thelr viewes in depositions, 8 1s
substantiated by the many voluntary inquiries
from representstives of elvie, religlious and
fraternal organizetions, businesses, and in-
dividuals as to the status of the pending ap-
plieation.

From : Richard E, Coon

To { Colonel Malntyre
Date ! October 19, 1838,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 9, 1938

Memorandum For Secretary McIntyre,

The Communications Commission
tells me that this application was denied on
October sixth, a week before you got the
memorandum from the President.

e

J s H. Rowe, Jr, .




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 11, 1938,

MEMORANDUM FOR
MAC

Will you read this and
give my a synopeis of the
situation and then speak to
me about 1t?

F. D. R,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 21, 19738

MEMORANDIM FOR: Nr. MeIntyre.

HE RADI0 STATION IN DUTCHESS COUNTY.

It has teken me sometime to get the facts in
this matter from the Communications Commission., I
slso surmarize the stteched file.

In February 1938 Mr. Townsend wrote the Presi-
dent urging very strongly that the application for a
radio staticn in Poughkeepsie be denied if at all
possible on the grounds thet the applicetion was made
by the owners of the newspapers in Dutchess County
who had been very unfriendly to the Administration.
I elso understand the President is opposed to the
concentraticn of radio control in the hends of those
who elready control the newspapers.

4 few months lster Mr. Townsend reversed his
position and urged thaet Plotiend Platt, who were
acting for the newspepers, be grented the application.
His ground was that they had to come to him for action
and he thought that in the future the pepers would be
more friendly. '

On Cectober 6, 1938 the Comnission denied the
epplication on the ground thet the applicant wished
to esteblish & day-time steticn in & community which
required full time service. The epplicant in hie
petition for rehearing points out that he only applied
for a day-time staticn becmuse the night-time was
elready taken by another station.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

A

I was told confidentially that a rehesring
is rarely grented in these cases aend that this
would probably be the fate of this petition, upon
the record of usual procedure. I was also told
very frenkly that this was the sort of case which
hed brought the Commission into the disrepute it
now enjoye. Before the recent clean-up, it was
the practice of members of the staff, or even of
the Commission, to send word in advence to certain
persone what the result of a heering would or would
not be. These persons would then inform the appli-
cants and invarieblv take credit for the results.
The Comnissicn ie loath to take eny action on this
case out of the ordinary procedure end is quite
frank in seying so, because of it similarity to
situations for which it has been severely, end
it thinks justly, criticized.

)
/ 2N
I{%ES ROWE,JR.
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The White House ‘4 e yv‘l \
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Poughkee:sie, M, Y., November 21, 1938 /chlfv-" /

THE PRESIDENT,

Am tremendously interested in Richard Coons matter Any
suggestions on your part will be greatly appreclated.

James Townsend,

10:50 a.m,



JAMESR TOWNSEND - HOMER W. OUERNSEY
DOUNTT OW&INeLW BED'Y COUNTY CoMMITYES

DUTCHESS COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE

Waoe 8T
BARBAVON WUILDING

35 MARKET 8T, IFOUGHEEEPSIE, N. Y.
TELEFHONE 1181

Ofice Coumty Chairman

)f* Sy

Miss idarguerite LeHand
The White House
Washington, D.C.

December 7, 1938

Uy dear Miss LeHand:

I am taking up the following mattere with you
personally in the hope that at the proper time in your
judgment they may be called to the attention of the Presi-
dent.

I firet want to say that the PWA grant for the
Arlington school came through for which I am very grateful,

The other matter pertains to Mr, Richard Coons
of Poughkeepsie in regard to an application which I have
discussed with the President several times and which I am
sure he is familiar with, It is my opinicn that that matter
is golng to be acted upon shortly and if it seemed best, I
am sure that if it could be decided favorably i1t would be
of untold value to us in the future. g

Thanking you very kindly in advance ior taking

up these matters, I am
gincerely i:gﬁﬂ

mes Townsend

Ver

JT: 43



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 12, 1338

MAC: (eoon!
I
Do you know Richard Coons referred

to in letter?



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

12/13/38

KEMORANDUM FOR M.H.M.:

Richard Coon, asbout whom the President
asks, is evidently the main applicant in the
Platt & Platt case. You will find in the
file atteched a long memorsndum which he left

with you last Oectober.

R.B.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

12/18/38

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Richard Coon is sssocinted with the
newspaper in Poughlksepsie malting the radio
application in thg_ﬂ.ntt\mtt CABe.

Hove you uaand_J-.i: Rowa's memo to me

on this case? (Attacied).
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