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.~LUSt-:~ tEI?ING I IL 
INFO : TOR CUDL t Our· : ST ·LUSt> ;,H•• <C.t1.d C I .C.H ~p .t~v 
1\ELE,~SE \.lOll Y,\ CP !1 t CO~.SOP .6T 

~ 18 THE FRENCH ARMY ADVIS~RS ~HO 'RE •o; DEP,\RTI IIG 
I 'L F-R.A I SED TH:'. F I,..HT I ~.G ~ B I L I TY ,. .. :; TRill, II1G OF Thl:. 
CHilES~ TR::>wFS~ THE TtJE hAS ~EE ~ TURI.tJ IN FAVOR OF 
TP~ C~IIESE 01 ALL UE3TIO ~ ~s ~ qESULT OF THE RECE~ ¥ 
VI;) 1 ::>R'I .A T CHEI:GSH,\ X Tl- IS .,p.y •tELL C3E THE TURN I r:G PO I t.T ::>F THE EITI RE .. t> R ~S PROVII.CilL UNREST HAJ ;)UBS IDE.l..t,,)LI. 

OUB ER.: H.-VE ~Ed. Sl ::·cEu'llD THE CElT, L uOVTS ~A,r; HAS d~EII STttEitGTtiEi,EJ :< CHI ;.t,::; ~;11 1 CHE XK Hfi.S TAKEt, T~E 

SCHECHU~~ REBELS II HA~J BY ~ PfLYI ~G THE FI RME~T DISC IPLISE TtE GE~ERALI~~IMO ILL ~OT DIVIDE THE STATE ~~TO 3 
PA1TS AS HAS BEEN RUMORED X l"E I'OLITI CO MILITt RY 
c,~P.•tC" OF TH~ JAPANESE HAS &LO~ED UP X I HAVE RECE IVED 
FERSOI,?L INFOR~AT I G~ T~AT THE t.tPf'OtiESE. .ARE SEtmH>G ' FRESH DIV IS IONS TO TAhE P~RT I~ THE DRIVE 01. ~UHAN I~ 

CRuER TO REVFNGE THEIR SFRIOUS SETBACK X FACTION~ L STk iF E IS NOW t>PP~ RENT .AAONG THE JAPS EVE N TO rlE CHI~ESE 
.'IHO 5 TATE TH,\ 1 PEACI:: IS I MPO~S I BLE BECAUSE At• A RR>-!>GEME.N T 
.~I H I ANY ONE GROUP .VOULD ~.OT BE SUP.-ORTED BY THE OTHERS X 
THEIR RENE. ~L OF THE OFFE~S IV E lh SO~BINC HAhKOd IS CITED 
T~ rROVE RUSSIAN HELP TO CH t~AS CAUSE IS UNDI~Ih i SHED AND 
M~Y EVEN ! ~CREASE 114~ CR 

C .F ILE 
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ORIGI NA TOR Fill IN DATE AN D TIHE FOR DEFER RED AN D HAll DELIVERY 
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P"MT t W 4 Nll'fll .UMI*L Flit 1'IC •.nMY 01 1'IC IIA"• 
n. f'OLLOIIIII IS IW UTI.Tt OfF THE 1• 'ATI• AS IT EXISTS AT ,_IOTa 

ft • I OIIEIIIIATIC*S PLUI •1a1111 IWatA TIOP llmiCATt 111AT TMOl 
II 10 Tllll TO LOSEe IE WST AT AU. COSTS tiiJU) SI18AP011Et AND TO GAll 

TillS DID IE CA•oT DIPEIID UPOII THE IIUTIIII FACILITIU, TMEIII A IILin, 
I I TMEIII IIIITIATift TO ACT N.-n.Y. F. TilE IIIFEIS£ 01 Ill" !It TNE:Y 

IIAtl .. IUICI. AlmliCAI taLCMrllll Alll FOliC£ Aim 011•• lMOIII. 
OIM FIIIRP PUIEI Aim LIQtfT l'l Ill WITH AllltUAll INN: NIITI AID 

•na STAFF ACCCI.AIWIII TIIDI .-J • .aT I~IATILY 1Y CAMIOS, 
GGIIORD IF .CIEIIAIY IY OIM EITIM FLirT. 

11111 'nEll - AT WIT JOUR DIYIIIOII fll 1'RCIOPI IIICLUDI~ 
IAIIUFR 111111 AM F. AlSIP •T AnD AMIYAL TO TMI '"J 
FAA USI' 'TMU1'M 01 OPIRATIDa. 
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QUietLY fROII EXISTING 5UPPLI£S AID TH£ CNIII£1£ IOTIFIED, FCift TH£ 
OIILY POllia£ FIQJ) FOR FiliAL DUOT M .MP'KK ,_, II II CNIIIA. TIE ... liT DPICTATI- M IIIUUL ACTIYin IY 1ME CMIKK- ILL• 

CIIMIIYO DUE TO lNII" SHC~ft .. " EllUIF *I NOll CC*DITIOII M TIEl" TIOOPI, All) TN£1" fOR M LOSIIIG IINAT EQUifllillfT -INS TO TNUI • 
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IIAIUD II liE ... - UP El.Y ILL ..... DUE TO TIE nEm M TIE NIT .UI nc. II A DI:IIIRUII ,_., c•MIIT II CPTAII......,. 
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,_. II AUO OCCUMIIG A RAPID D£TERIOftATIOII f1F THE £COIIOIIIC 

ltTUATIOII WttiCH IIAY I£COIE ACUTt AIID IMAK TH£ GEIEilALLISSIIIO'I 

IOITriGL IF SINCAPOR£ FAUS. ncM AM O'l'lml IIIFUIEITIAl FIIUIIII II 

CIUllA .. lOt NAV£ U. OIP-1 CNIMI Ul OIIIC'I FAITH II Yl All) lUCie 

A IITUATION WOULD PUIIIT nc• TO AnAII CCIITMl AID AM .. n. 
K.IIIMTIC FROIIT AIID dTILIZI nil ,_KIT JU MIIM TO KTTU lM[ 

CMIIA WAll TO otrTAII A TOUitAIU PIACII:, TMlMIIt llflll lM[ .IAN FMI 

AOCIEU TO Till MSOURCII:I 01 Oil lA - TIE U If MA fl1 Clllllt n. FliU.Y 

.IILOPIII nil ~ PM»IC'I'ED •wuow PUliL.• 1•11 II AT LUST 

AI 1'1 wu•' TO OUR REIUIEI U II CIIIIAe E I _, .MFFE • 

.. IFFO:W II WilY I1MIII f.- _, Olal II CC IF t•DII IY IT' I 
AI I •• A 101• r•u1n II 1 Iii 1111 (IFIDC*IIIAIITLY 10) .MI!O'ITI. 
ITAnt I ft 'M FAR IAITI ,_FIIIA&Y Latn II 1IC "'ILII!Pt•a. 
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OIIGI HA TOR fill IK OAT£ AK O TI HE FOR OEFEIREO AM D HA IL DELIVERY 

TEXT 

OAT T H 

PART 4. LAST llCTI OI 

UIIL.US • 111011 JAPAN QUICKLY I[ SMAll LOS[ fUTUR£ CHIIESI: Aid) 

llllliAII COOP£RATIOII AIID HAY£ NO POINT Ill FM EAST FROU .. ICN TO 

OPlRATt. IFEEM • W ST ALIO TAU AMAIITAGE Of PR£SliiT IIUISIU 

ASCIII.M .. CY .. ICH MAY lOT LAST l.ONG. GERIIAIY UWDOUITtlllY Will 

UUIICM A_,TMEI' ATTAC« [LS(IM[Il£ SOOI TO ,.,£IT MITISM Nll.P TO 

fAI' lAST TMn Slllllll AUII AT RUSSIA II IPI'IN Willi JAPAI ALIO 

IIUDIII IIIDIA •• MUIT a.lOY AU POSSIIU FORe£ IITM SAil[ 

IIAI'III TMAT [l[lfY HAS SliiUCIC Alii IITMOUT TMOUal Of' LOIIll TO l[[f 

TtUI Cftllll. cmcl'llll • SHAU. rt• OllllllYEI FACIIG A CINITMI.l.lll 

AID HOSTILE FAll UIT AI .l.L AS EUIIOPI IITM 10 POISIIU FOOTtiOlD 

FOR CO.IACI. 

DIITiliiUTIOII 

SEE ART 76(~) 
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THE WH ITE H O.USE 

WASH I NGTON 

f t t I /" ,. 

Dec~nber ?7, 1941 . 

I!F1f')RA!J ;\ru FO!t TH~: PllliSID~NT : 

Re: ABC conference i n Chunv~iniT . 

A very puzzlin~ and unsati sf actory cable has just 
co·ne i n from Ma.,ruder , which will doubtless be sent t.o 
you. 

On t he joi nt def ense of Bur~ there ar e three 
important i ssues: 

1. The u ~e of l end l ease ~terial . There i s no mPntion 
of any final decision on this i n Ma-'rUd"'r 1 s cabl e . 

2. The use of the Am•rican Volunteer Air Force i n Bu~. 
l.la•{ruder said there was no decisi on b;r the Gener:.l i ssimo 
but an apoar ent dis i ncli nat ion to give ~ny further assist­
nnce here . 

3. Chinese defense of Bunna. Ma~ruder SAi d that the 
Chinese offered two anuy corps , but this '~as decli nf'ri by 
\'IavelL On t he other hand, our consul at Kun:ning r eoorts 
the passaqe t hrough there of 100,000 crack Chinese t roops 
movin.,: sout hward . 

Probably Br ett ' s and Wavell ' s r epor ts wil l shed 
a cl earer light on the out come of the conference. You 
rnPy wi sh, howev<Jr , t o flvail yourself of the pr esent 
oopor t unity to su•vest t o the Prime Mini ster th" desir­
abili ty of th- Brit i sh in Burma availing t hemselves to 
the full of Chinese offers of cooperati on. I heve an 
i dea th8t Chian2 Kai - shek would have no object i on to 
the use of l end- l ease lllllt,.rial and t he volunteer air 
grout~ in Bur .. a if t hey wert~ used in conjuncti on wi t.h 
ChinPse gro11nd operations . 

~./,¢( ·~ 
~Currie 
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BIIB/rar--1705 
DEC, 26, 1941 
445 .l II 

.lG 400, 329~ (1<!--25-4l)IISC 

Pro•: CHUNGKIIIO 0 .9 ('i/~7/DB} 
Por the Preaident 

To: AIIIIISC.l r~ the Secretary or War. 

110 124 AIIIIISC.l DEC 25 
·- ( ::z_tf /#cut 

P.lRT OIIE POR PRESID!."'T IIIPORIU.TIOif COPIES POR SEC" 'IUR .lXD CHIEF 

STAn REnRENCE WD NUMBER SIXTY NINE .liiD OUR IIUII.BER ONE ONE TIIO 

STOP !XPLOR.lTORY TALKS OP PRELIMI NARY J OINT MILITARY CONFERENCE 

WITH CHI!IESE BRITISH .liiD US IIEIIBERS PRESENT li'ERE HELD HOllE 

GENER.tLISSIJIO EIGHT DECEifBER TIIENTY TIIO .liiD .lT GSNER.lLISSIIIOS 

REQUEST lfiTH WAR IIINISTER HOIINGCHII IIORNIIIG DECE.II!IBR TIIENTY THREE X 

K!ITII!R USSR NOR NEI REPRESENHD X PORM.lL COIIPERENCE OPENED BY 

GENERALISSIIIO .lPTERNOON DEC TIIENTY THREE CONTINUING INTO IIORNING 

OF T!IENTY FOURTH STOP POLLO'IfiNG IS P.lR.lPRR.lSE OF FIVE POINTS .lDOPTED 

COLON ONE DEF!NS! 01 BURII.l IS OF PRIII.lRI Do!PORTA!IC! WITH LATER 

EXTENSION at JOJMT ACTION PROM CHt!l.l COIOU. IIE.llm!ILE INITUTION OF 

.liR OPFEIISIVE AGAINST EN!IIl RASES P'tiLLlST N 

P.lRT TIIO EXTENT PRESENT RESOURCES PERIIIT SEMICOLON T'lfO IUINTUN 

CHINESE RESIST.lNCE BY CONTINUA!ICE SUPPLIES TO PREP.lRE CHiliES! ARMIES 

POR FUTURE O!'f'ENSIVE ACTION SEMICOLON THR!E CHI.NESE TO CONTAIN E1I!IIY 

FORCES 011 THEIR l'RONT BI PRESSURE AliD ATTACKS OR TI!R!.AT OF SA.ll! 

UPON VlJLNEJW!LI COI!IfUIUCATIONS S!IIICOLON FOUR ASSOll! OPFEIISIVE 

WITH ALL BRITISH CHINESE .liiD AMERICAN IIEA.NS AVAILABLE AS SOON .lS 

RESOURCES PERIIIT SEMICOLOII FIVE .l J OINT II I.LITARY COUNCI.L SITTING I N 

CHUNGKI!IO TO SUBMIT INFORMATION .lND RECOKMEND.lTIONS CONCERNING 

STR.lTEGI IN E.lST .lSI.l FOR CONSID!RATION BY SUPREKE WAR COUNCIL WHICH 

RAOIOQ!W! 
EXACT COpy 
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REPR!StNT!TIVES or CONFERENCE HOPE WILL SOON BE ESTABLISHED AS PERMANENT 

OROAN IZU IOII IHVS PARA 

PART TIIRD IT WAS Til! SENSE OY THE CONJI'ER!\.~C! COLON ON! THAT FOR 

THE PRESENT THE REPRESENTATIVES OF A CONTINUING COUNCIL IN CHUNGKING 

SHOULD CONSIST OF HOYINOCHIN AND CHI!FS OP BRITISH AND US MILITARY 

MISSIONS S!IIICOLON TWO THAT THE CRAIRIIAN or THE COUNCIL SECRETARIAT! 

BE AN !MERIC.A.lf !PPOINT!D BI THE CHIU OP US MILITARY MISSION PARA 

UNT!L TIIUR ARRIVAL I N CHUNGKING WAVELL AND BI\ET"T IIERE WITHOUT 

ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE OP THE PRESIDENTS TERIIS OF REFERENCE TO THE CONFER­

ENCE STOP WAVILL BAD THREE THINGS I N MIND COLON OIIE TO OBTAIN CONTROL 

Cl!INESI LIND LEASE MAT!RIAL IN BURIIA S!IIICOLON TWO TO PERSUADE 

GEIIER.lLISSIIIO TO ASSIGN AT LEAST TWO OJ> THREE AVG SQUADRONS FOR 

DEFENSE BURMA SEMICOLON THREE TO DISCUSS PARTICIPATION CHINESE TROOPS 

DEJI'ENSE BURJU. I PART POUR REP'ERENCE LEND LEASE MATERIAL IN BURIU. IIY 

PERSONAL EFFORT WAS R!:QUIR!D BECAUSE WAV!LL AB.A.lfDON APPARENT INTENTION 

TO MAKE BLAJI(!T DEIWIDS ON CHINESE RATHER TlWf REQUESTS POR SPECIFIC 

IT!IIS DEFENSI MATERIALS X I HAD REPEATEDLY TO IMPRESS WAVELL WITH IIY 

I NSTRUCTIONS THAT CHINES! ACQUIESCENCE WAS A PREREQUISITE TO RETR.lNSFER 

OF LEND LEASE IIAT!RI!L PARA THE CHINESE OPnR OP TIIO ARIIY CORPS POR 

DEPENSE OP IIORTIIER.N BURIU. WAS DECLINED BY WAVELL UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES 

SOIIEWRAT DISPLEASING TO GENERALISSIIIO AIID INCONSISTENT IN VIEW OF 

PICTIIRE PRESENTED OF BURMAS DEFENSEL.ESSNESS DURING BRITISH PLEAS FOR 

AIR ASSISTANCE AND TRANSFER OF LEND LEASE MATERIAL I 

PART FIVE NO DECISION WAS ELECITED PRall GENERALISSIMO RELATIVE 

STATIONING ADDITIONAL AVO SQUADRONS I N BURMA I HIS ANNOUNCED REASO!I 

RADIOC!W! 
EXACT COPY 
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FOR AVOIDANCE OF DECISION WAS IN SUFFICIENCY OF EXISTING WARNING 

NETS SEJ.IICOLON HIS REAL REASONS BELIEVED TO BE OBJECTION OF AVG TO 

SERVE OlJ1" SIDE CHINA COMMA DESIRE FOR STRONG DEFENSE KUNMING AND 

ADVERSE CHINESE POLITICAL REACTION TO RELINQUISHING ONLY EFFECTIVE 

AIR DEFENSE AVAILABLE PARA WAVELL AND BRETT DEPARTED FOR RANGOON 

NIGHT DEC TWENTY FOURTH 

MAGRUDER 

EXACT ACTION COPY TOs A. C. of S., WPD. Cy No. 1 

EXACT INFORMATION Copies TOs Missions Cy No.2 
Secretary of War Cy No. J 
Chief, Army Air Forces, Cy No.4 
A. C. of S. , G-2 Cy No. ~ 
Secretary, C.neral Staff Cy No. 6 
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IJ.I 
This tElEgrc.n nust be 
closel7 parcphrrsed b c­
~ore b eing connunic:.tEd 
to an:~cnc , (SC) 

necrctary of State, 

'.'lashington . 

TRIPLE PRIO:lTTY 

98, DEc cnb cr 29 , 11 c . • rn . 

?OR SO::C:1E7.'. :tY ./.',i\ FRO!.: ( -:: ) 

Rangoon 

Dr.ted Dcccnber 29, 1941 

Rec'd 12 : 53 p .m. 

Situation ;~~ncocn bccor.:l:..:; 1 o::t :!cute ships l:r ing 

in hr.~bor cc.r~ot be unlc~ded , equi~:cnt o~ docks not 

bc.n~ !"lovcti. Shopo , stores, hotEla and postoff17 E 

cloocd, rnost critical military and air s ituation . 

Con-;uniccticns 11i th Chungl_:int:: most inposoiblE for 

quick cction . ChinesE a rc ur acntly reques ting action 

rmd stErnEr cC>.ptair.s arc c.t loos rrhr.t t o do . Thcy ere 

alr cc.d:r nppl]in() to Twitty for action . S tronaly urge 

thn t ColonEl Twi tt:~ i n collaborr. tion 1'11 th Bri tiah 

Gov ernor c.r.d General Yu~cipcng bE t::ivcn fUll authori~; 

to c.ct f or the Lnitcd Gt~tco Govcrru~cnt on o.ll trc.ns-

portati on receipt otorc.Gc a llocation and safc~ardin~ of 

nattcrs pcrtc.inin(l to LEase Lend i11nt cric.l and cquipncnt, 

c.c tion to tc.kc torn of rnili tr-r:~ control. trncrudcr h::.s 

b Een inforncd. t.ccin rep cc. t situ~ tion nos t _cri tica l for 

both ChinEs E and Br1 tish and urge 1.mncd16. tc action.'~ 

SCHii/.RE 

'JSB 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ~' 

WAR DEPARTMENT G.IEN&RAl. ST A_F,. 

WASHINGTON 

Janll&l'T 20, 1942. 

lm.I)R.lNDUY FOR IIR. LAUCHLIN CURRIE : 

Subject: Military and Polltica.l. Situation in Burma. 

1 . Present Militarr Situation. (See map) . The Japanese 
have occupied Tavo~ and are probabl~ in possession of aJ.l of 
Bunna aouth of that point . Another penetration baa been made 
by a considerable force through JLeaawt toward JLoulmein, on the 
east cout of the Gulf of Yartaran. Concentrations of Japanese 
forces around Chiengm&i make possible a thrust toward Tounggoo 
or Kengtung. The Japanese will probabl~ invade Bunna in the 
near future, advancing via Yesawt and )loulmein to capture 
Rangoon or cut the Bunna Road. It ie estimated that they can 
capture Rangoon in not to exceed five weeka therea.tter unless 
Burma receives he&~ ground and air reinforcements . 

2. Political Situation. The recent arrest of the 
Premier of Burma ie indicative of the serious internal situation 
existing in that countr~. Burmese opinion is re!)Orted to be 
anti- British, anti-Hindu and ant i-chinese, antagonisma baaed 
upon various forma of a.l.leged economic expl oitation. Where 
there is widespread civilian unrest, a force of 35,000 will find 
it difficult to police a population of 15,000,000. Possible 
fifth col 1.1111M, sabotage or large-scaJ.e revolt cannot be over­
looked. The press on Janua.ey 20, 1942, quoted British sources 
to the effect that the Burmese are lo~ and quiet . Sir Paw 
Tun, the new Premier, was formerly home min.ister (with supervision 
of police ) and hae the confidence of the British Government. The 
strength of hie present infiuance with the Burmese is not known. 

3. ILilitarz Forces. 

a. British forces. The British have approximatal~ 
35, 000 troops in aunna. Of these , there are not more than 4,000 

(Vvll~ British and 7,000 Indiana, the rem•lning forcae conaiet.ing of 
Burmese troops with British of tic era . The Burmese unite vary 
in quallt~, ranging from excellent troops only a lightl y interior 
to Indian unite to irregulars of negligible militaey value. 
Known dispositions are indicated on the map enclosed herewith. 

b. Chinese for ces. The 5th and 6th Chinese Corps are 
on the Bunlli-chinese border. Their combat va.l.ue is unknown • 

.!:.• Japaneaa forces. The Japanese have an estimated 

....., .... ,..... ·- . 
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t our divisions ot infantry and two regiments of tanka in 
poeition to attack Bum&. (See map tor distribution) . 'Ibeae 
troops probably total 80,000. Japanese forces are believed to 

have a unit for unit superiority over Britiah troops in Burma. 

d . llr. '!be Japanese have tho strategic air initiative 
in this area. ni'eir e ffective air strength in Indo-china, Thailand 

and ILal~a totals approximately 720 operating combat planes . Of 

those, approximately 468 could bo used agains t Burma it desired. 

Favorable linea of communication afford Japan access to a 
considerable number of reserves. 

The Britiah are on the defensive and are opposing 
the Japanese with a numerically inferior air force . Favorable 

linea ot communication still exist from the wet to Burma. 

Japan's ottonsive has boon successful duo to air 
superiority. Should Ulia be denied her, the entire offensive 

would collapse. Indo-china appears to be tho key to the llhole 
situation. Japanese linea of collllliUI1ication are over-extended 
and their entire western flank is open to attack. In order t o 

protect this nank, it ia likely that the Japanese will launch an 
offensive against Bum&. Thia would secure their position u tar 

u Indo-china ia concerned and at tho aame tkle would close tho 
Burma Road, thereby making it extremely difficult to supply &1\T 

air action that might be launched against their linea of communica­
tion from baaoa in China or against Japan proper. 

Strong air and growxl action against the Japanese 

in Indo-china from Burma would serve bo purposes: 

(l) Defensive - protect Burma. 

(2) orronsive - might result in driving tho 
Japanese !'rom Indo-china. This 'IIOuld cut their linea of coamunica­
t ion, force a withdrawal !rom all points south of Indo-china with 
a resultant l oss of tho of'tonaiva. With Al.liod bombers baaed in 

Indo-china, the Japanese Navy could not operate - their unite 
could not be supplied. The lout result from an offensive l'Ould 
be to relieve tho pressure in southern IL&l.aya and tho Dutch Indies. 

4, ILala,ya. In southern llalaya, five Japanese divisions 

are attacking successfully a British, Indian and IL&l~ force of 
about tour divisions. Tho rate of Japanese advance ia expected 
to drop as British lines are narrowed and reinforced. 

For the Acting Aseiatant Chief of Stat!, Q-2: 
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Jllll1.lllcy' 20, 1942. 

THE THREAT TO BUIUIA 

1. ?robability of Attack. 

There are a number of most compelli ng reasons w~, as soon as the 

effort can be Ulldertalcen, an attack in force on Buras ia to be expected. 

To cut off China as a present fighting f orce and a s a future baso for 

the Allies , to protect the flank against land and air attack, to operate 

1n the Indi.an Ocean, to seize oU, rice and lend- lease goods 1n Buraa -­

for these and other reasons , the Japs Qust attempt to occupy Burma. 

There are probably from J to 4 Japanese divisions now 1n Thailand 

and evidence 1ft increasing that they ere getting poised to strike through 

the three invasion r outoa i nto Bw·lllll (See G-2 a nd Schnare dispatches). 

2, Ability to Resist Attack. 

Burma cannot be defended with prosent forces against an attack in 

force. Ground troops number some .)0,000..35, 000 British, Indian and Burmese 

troops (mostly Burmese) together with J regi.aents of Chinese, Koreover, 

these cannot be easi :cy shifted from one sector to another. The Burma Railway 

is vulnerable. Fqui.pment appears to be meager, especially 1n the meoharW!ed 

and heavy ordnance branches. Fi.ghter planos, both A.V.G. &nd R. A.F., 

probably do not llllr.lber over 50. There may be one squadron of bombers. 

), Possible Reinforcements , other then Chinese. 

Contrat1f to general i.mpression, few troops would be available from 

Indi.a to reinforce Burma. About 100,000 troops are 1n training 1n India , 

but their equi.pment is inadequate and there would be resistance to send.ing 

n11 or them out of India , No fot·cea can be ijpnred from Auetrlllia and the 

N.E. I. It 11!1 not lcnown whether arv equi.p:oent can be spared or whether 
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facilities ar& available for the transport of a~ large number of troops 

and equipment fro~ the Widdle East. Aircraft reintorce:ents cannot reach 

Burma rroe here in leas than 5 weeks. 

4 . Chinese ReinforeementA . 

China baa repeatecll3 offered to put three Arczy Corps in Burma. This 

offer baa repeatedly bean declined. Three regiments have been accepted, 

apparently grudgingly, Our military representatives report \';avell' s 

disinclination to accept Chinese help. 

Chineoe units have less firing power than Japanese. The Chinese seek 

to COlllpensate !'or this by endeaYoring, so far as possible, to face the 

Japs with three times as ·~ troops . For this reason , they reel that 

t hree ArO>;Y Corps in Burma would bo necessary to cheek arv Jap attack in 

force. 

5. Indicated Action. 

The only possibility of boldiag Burma against aey attack in the near 

future appears to be to accept Chiang Kai-shek' a offer of three arnzy' corps 

and to rush the disposition of these troops . 

While we may understand and sympathize with British reluctance to invoke 

large scale Chinese assistance, we cannot afford to acquiesce in this action. 

The eventual job of defeatins Japan must be lArgely A.oerico.n . This job will 

be ude infinitely more dii'ticult by the loss or Burma and the resulting 

diminution of Chinese resistance . American Uvea and billions of dollars 

of AHricsn war effort are at. atalce . lie IIUSt insist tt.t this considera tion 

is controlli ng . llomediate aotion is essential. Not a day lllUSt be lost in 

making a viRorous presentation or Ameri ca ' s and China ' a interest. 
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If Burma falls before tull advantage is taken or China's offer, the 

Chinese will moat certainly make the f~cts and rosponsibilitT known. 

Churchill's position, both in Englnnd and bore, rlll be gravel,y wB&.lcened, 

and the Administra tion itself will be subject to severe criticisa. Hence, 

it io not too much to ea;y tb&t upon our prompt !Uld effective action depends 

not onl,y weighty ailitary considerations, but also the maintenance of 

mutual confidence llDODg the United Nations. 
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No.28 
Rangoon,Jnn. 12, 194'· 
R"eeivt·d J anuary 16, 1942. 

The Uni ~t-d Kingdom i s buyin~ up riee i n order to M ve t he r iee 

owner s tr~ ruin, beeauce the collnpse ot ~r~de bas destroyed the 

1111'-rket. After tl'.e firs• t 110 raids on Rangoon, 300, 000 Burmese 

and Indians decamped end some 50, 000 went ne far ~e Prome on t oot 

hopirur to escape to I ndia , but u re turned back. 

Schnare 



PARAPHRJ\.!.E 

ot Telegra::~ No.~ J~nuF.I"'J 17, 1942 , 

from Rangoon 

FOR IUD OF THJ:. \1AR. Dl:.PAh'l'!.l.!1lT !'ROY I.IERRILL 

•No. 4, 17th. There are •·eak detenaas on the Tavoy-llergui 

lloulmein Peninsula where then are about tour BN$. They a rc 

distribut. ·d as follows: There is one ~t Dclwan, one at U!rgui, 

ono at Tavoy, ~no ona at Koulmein. Activi t i es on the ~rt ot 

tho Ja~nese provide indications that an advance i s probahle on 

the Bangkok-.lloulmein axis, <>nd tlvlt thic •dv•nce will be 

coordinated with another advnnce to the north on the Toungou­

IID.wchi-Chicngmni rude. Howov•r. there i ll not :.u!!ici cnt 

intoraation nt the present time to permit judgments to be mode 

of either the direction or the t ime of t.he princip•l effort. 

SCkNARE 



I 
PARAPH!iASE 

of Telegram no. 45 , J :muary 17, 1942 
from Rangoon. 

A small percenta~e of AmPricr ns residin~ in Burma are departins 
from the country at present. A much greater probl~m ~11 bP pres ent rd 

s ubsequently in case of an evacuation of a m~jor charncter . Obs~rvers 

who are well intormf'd htwe exp<'ctat.ions of 4n attack by t he Japanese 
on Bun:>& by sea and by 1•nd from t he south, and on l and froa the eaat 
at the same time. The;r are doubtfUl t hat the defense forces available 

~ be able to carry on resistance VPty long. The c1osin; of the 
port of Rn.ngoon ~ result . The sol e avenue for es c11pe then ~11 be 

a difficult journey overland frau~(ht wit h d~n~er by launches on the 
river and by trail ov" r to India no h:i; m:ay exists here) . or by 

airplane. J apanese forces are now making an advance in s~e degree 

of force in Tavoy, llergui, and to the east of lloulmein. Probab~ a 
stronger attack is not v~ry far in the rutura. 

Schnare 
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WA R DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE O F THE CHIEF OF STAFF 
W ASHINGTON 

January 28, 1942 . 

!IDIORANDUH FOR THE PRESIDENT! 

In connect,ion. with Mr. Currie ' s memorandum 

on the Chinese situation, wlrlch I am returning here·rlith, 

I believe you will be interested in the a t tached copies of 

t wo r adios . One of these, which I sent personally to 

General Wavell, is self-explanatory. No reply hes been 

received aa yet but as General Wavell l eft Java for Rangoon 

the day following this message, VIe hope there wi ll be some 

posit i ve result. 

The other is a message received today from 

Magruder . It is rather encouraging in tone and indicates 

that sooe of the rough spot s are being SJDoothed out • 

encls . 
....._,...,.....,-, o ~ D. p- ,•svelt L\bNtrY 

tj {;:..J\~ir!£0 
:/ . .~ u u,:l. b2 a ll (9, 21 /f'B) 

Date- I r. - ,;z. ~ - t t 

Signature-~ /. 4j;t.~ 

SP .c rss-1 
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JANUARY 22 , 19~ 

PERSONAL FROII GF.~ERAL MARSHALL TO GENERAL liAVELL. 

THE FOI.LOWL'IG I S PASSED 011 TO YOU AS OF POSSIBLE INTE~T: THE Pit£SIDE21T 

HAS RECEIVED Irll"'RIIATION IVHICH HE CONSIDLRS RELIABI.L THAT THERE HAS RECENTLY 

OCCURRED DEFINITE IJIPROVE:&EIIT Ill CI:!INESE WORAL£ AT CHUJIGAI?IG. IT S!DIS CLEAR 

THAT THE GEIIERALISSIIJO HAS COIJE TO RECOGNIZE THAT THE DEFEIISE OF THE MALAY BARRIER 

IS VITAL TO THE SECURITY AND m.LFARE OF CHINA ITSELF. THIS SUGGESTS THE POSSI -

BILITY THAT THE GE:IERALISSI1.'0 lUCHT ll'ELCOblE All OPPORTUIIITY OF RENDERING SUCH 

COOPERATIVE ASSISTANCE AS LIES WITHIN HIS 1'0\'IER T0.7ARD SECURING YOUR !.EFT FLANK. 

I ASSURE IOU THAT THE PRESIDE!IT HAS NO WTE!ITION EITH.ER OF SUCCESTl!IG ANY SPECIFIC 

ACTION IN YOU R CONDUCT OF OPERATIONS OR OF OCCASIONING TO YOU THE SLIGHTEST 

DIBARRASSJENT. HIS SOLE PURPOSE IS TO PASS ON TO IOU THIS IIIFOro.IATlON l'iHICH 

!liGHT PROVE USEFUL A!ID MilCH MIGHT OTHER."IISE NOT COME TO YOUR ATTE:ITION. 

VERY PERSONALLY FROW ME TO YOU: I'IE ARE FAIJU.I FAIULIAR !'liTH 'l'HE DEJ..ICATE 

SITUATION IN BURIIA RESULTING FROII RESUITJEIIT OF liiHABITAliTS TO CHIIIESE DUE TO 

INFILTRATION AND SUCCESS OF Sl.lALI. CI:!INESE SHOP- KEEPERS AND AS TO AGITATIONS BEl!IO 

PROIIOTED BY 11100 AMONG BURtiESE AGAINST BRITISH RULE . TO BE COIIPLETEI..Y FIWIK 

THERE REACHES US HERE THROUGH MANY CHAIINEJ..S THE RESEllTIIDJT OF CHlNESE TO BRITISH 

OFFICIALOOM AND THEY APPEAL TO US ACCORDINGLY . OUR SECill>-r INFOR:.IATIOII INDICATES 

A TREI.!ElOOUS PROPAOAIIDA DRIVE BY JAPA!lESE THROUGHOUT CI:!INA, CAPlTALIZI!IO ON THE 

LOSS OF PRESTIGE BY THE WHITE RACE THROUGH THE FALL OF HONGKONO AND LIA/IILA TO 

BRI.'IG ABOUT A COIIPLJ:.-rE COLLAPSE OF CHIIIESE RESISTA:ICE, RELEASE JAPA:IESE TROOPS 

IN THAT AREA AND OPEN WIDE ALL THE RESOURCES OF CHINA TO JAPAN . IN VIEW OF THESE 

CONSIDiRATIO:IS WE ARE INTl!tiSELY INTERESTED IN ANY IIOVES lfdlCH BUILD UP Ill T"dE 

OENERALISSIJ.10 1S OROANlZATIOII FAITH AND CONFI DENCE 111 BRITISII-Ai.:ERICAN JOINT 
P'ro 1klln ll. Roooe•·elt t.\br.ry PURPOSES IN THE FAR EAST. 

fi · ~ ""' EO 
liARS HALL I ·' . •r • (~/ 1/!•8) 

• 
1~- :l ~- (. ( 

§EC~ t 



JANUARY 26, 1942 

FROM CIIUNGKING 

FOR CHIEF OF STAFF. INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINED IN YOUR ONE THREE THREE CONCERNING 

AVO ACKNOifLEOOED. REFERENCE MOVEUE!IT LEND LEASE !.lATERIALS FRm.l RANGOON . 

GREAT IUPETUS liAS GIVEN THIS MOVE:dE:JT BY LEND LEASE CONTROVERSY . SINCE 

THEN ALL EFFORTS HAVE BEEil DIRECTED TO THIS END. EMERGENCY EVACUATION PLAN 

ONDER DIRECTION GENERAL YU- FEI- PENG INITI ATED JANUARY TWENTY FOUR. CHINESE 

DRIVERS, COOLIES AND ALL AVAILABLE TRUCKS FROL! CHEFANG SOUTHWARD BEING CON-

CENTRATED IN RANGOON IMMEDIATELY . !IATERIAL \'IILL BE TRUCKED ON TtiENTY FOUR 

HOUR SCl!EDULE TO IWJDALAY AllD DIJIJPED. SHUTTLE SERVICE I'IITH SPECIAL GROUP 

TRUCKS ARRANGED MANDALAY TO LASHIO FOR FURTHER MOYa\ENT INTO CHINA. RAILROAD 

liAS PRACTICALLY CEASED OPERATION LAST FOUR DAYS SUPPOSEDLY FOR LACK OF FUEL. 

WILL USE RAILROAD ALSO IF IT RESUI.!ES OPERATION . ALL AVAILABLE &.!ERICAN 

PERSONNEL ASSISTING INCLUDING ELEVEN BURMA ROAD MECHA.NICS JUST ARRIVED FROM 

CALCUTTA . ST JOHN DIRECTED BY UETO COOPERATE WITH CHINESE PLAN I'IHICH WAS 

PREPARED BY Ml\JOR WILSON . BELIEVE PLAN FEASIBLE AN D THAT CHINESE WILL CARRY 

IT OUT ENERGETICALLY . FURTHER REPORT LATER. 

I IIA VE RECOM~tENDED TO GEIIERALISSL!O CHINAS AGRE&.\ENT TO DIVERSION OF 

FUTURE SHIPS FIRST TO CALCUTTA AliD SHOULD SINGAPORE FALL TO BOI.IBAY . WILL 

RADIO REACTION TOMORROW. 

!.!AGRUDER 

. r "'"='P"''Iel t L1brnry 

~"'I IE:', ~ I ~ ' _., 

tJ UHl. o200.9 (9p!7/!B) 

Dnt• - Je-- ~ ~ -~C. 

Si&nAture- (!cit( J +CUr. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 26 , l9L2 . 

Ml!VOllxNDUM FOR THE 

CHIEF OF srl.FF: 

FOP YOUR INFORMATION ~ 

Rl.TUP1 .. 

F. D. P. 



THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

J&nu~ry '~ • l9L' · 

IQ:'UJRANilUU FOR Tlf£ PllESIDt.'iT: 

Re : Chine•~ Si t u•ti on. 

A number of incidents have contributed to wot•sen 
Chinese r elations with Britnin and the Unitcn States 
recently. These include (a} tie confiscation of l end­
l ease cargoes , ( b) t he r everses in the Pacific, ( c) the 
refus• l to accept substanti~l aid ft~m the Chinese in 
the defense of Bures, (d) the ~ll amount of ordnance 
end aircraft shipaee to Chinn, (e) th~ present clos~ 
of the Bur.t> RailrOEd to lerul- ler.ae ahipra~nta ( because 
of troop movements) , (f) tl~ ni·J~rdly offer of financiAl 
uaiet,.nce by the Bri t i sh, on the ol.aun .~rct:.n..in; of 
the nature of our offer . 

Al!llinst this background tt.e fall of RAngoon, which 
a pears likely, will probably •at oft a wave of r ccrbina­
tiona. I think tie should be preparin~C some counter­
menaures now. In addition to urging the Br itish to acce!>t 
aubatsntinl Chinese military help, thnre nre n number of 
thin~a 11e could do and >~hich I rm c>xploring: 

(n) The inclusion in the third l•nd- leasn bill of s n 
appropriation of $500 million tor the asai st•nce either 
explicitly of China or generally for countries whose .:ar 
effort is bein~ seriously impaired lr:1 t..,e difficulty of 
intem"l finr.ncing, to be gr anted under such tert:IS End 
conditions as you mzy prescrite. 

(b) the cstobllsh:unt of an air frei ~ht service fi'OCl 
~.lcut ta to northern Burca and China to lllllintain air and 
other operations in China. 

(c) the construction of a ro:~d throw;h Assam into nor\. <'m 
Bu.nl&. 

your 
I hope to h·vc somcthin~ on nll theae mntt~rs for 
eonaidcrntion next .:eek. 

~.;_., ·~ .. · 
p-~rie 

• 



WAR DEPARTMENT 

HEAOOUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES 

WASHN;TON 

January 281 1942 

In reply to your recent i .nquiry pl ease permit me to 

advise you that there is no present means of operating heavy 

bombardment aircraft f rom Outer ~.ongolia 1 viz. , east of Urga 1 

and betnecn Urga and the Outer ~~olia-~chukuo border 

without the deJ~nite cooperation of the Russian Government. 

The Chinese Government has h~d no effeottve control 

of Outer ~ngolia for the past several years, and no control is 

attetcptod by t.he Chungking Go•;ernment to any important extent 

beyond Lanchow in Kansu province; the Gobi Desert north of 

Kansu formi~ a fairly effective nat~al barrier. 

For this reason I feel that the plan, which ia no1• 

in progress , for carryine out an attack upon the Japanese 

enemy' s center of gravity, by making use of f acilities for which 

the Chinese Oovern:oent can guarantee us a reasonable deeree or 

security on th~ Eastern Asiatic uinland, is the lo6ical and 

most effective plan. 

B. B. Arnold 
Lieutenant General , U.S.A . , 
Cblefoftbe.l..,., A'•· or•oJ• 
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aaaaat and Personal 

BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

January 30th, 1942. 

Dear Mr. President, 

I enclose herein a copy of a 

telegram containing a message f or you 

from the Prime 1.!1n1ater. Thi s was 

received at the Embassy late last night. 

Believe me, 

Dear l.!r . President, 

Very sincerely yours , 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

President of the United Statee 

of America, 

Washington , D. c. 

I 



~ .. 

Talearam tor the Pree1clent ti'OII Ule 

PriDe kiniater recei?ed on January 29th, 1942. 

, ..... 
I am informed that there 1a a danaer 

tbet tiahtor aquadrona or American volunteer aroup 

now helpina eo errect i voly in the defence or 

Ranaoon may be wi thdrawn by Chiana Xai-abek to China 

attar January Jlat. Clearly the eecurlty or Ranaoon 

ia aa iaportant to Cblana Xai - ahek u to ua, and 

withdrawal or these aquadrone betoro the arrival or 

Hurricane•, due the 1 5th to 20th Pebruary, llllt~bt be 

diaaatroua. I underetand that General Magruder baa 

1netructiona to repreaent tb1a to Generaliaaimo, but 

I thinK the matter 1e autticiently eorioua tor you to 

know about it peroonally, 

IIAY 15 1972 



WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE CH IEF OF STAFF 
WMH IHOTON 

F'ebruary 4, 191.2 

I.J.l.DRANlXJL ron 1llE PRFSIDEirr : 

Subject: l/1 thdrawal of AJ;:.erican 
Volunteer Group to China. 

Attached herewith is 9roposed re;U;t 

to Lord Halifax. 

'! . • t.Rl.OLD 
I.ioutenant General, U. s . A. 

Dopity Chiof of Staff for .Ur 

Incl : Draft of Ltr. to 
Lord Hall fax . 

Ltr to thu Pros . 
fm . Lord Halifax 
l/J0/1.2 /w/ secret 
telo . to the Pres. 
fro . the Prit..e J.:inister 
dated 1/29/1.2. 

L.euo for Qon. Arnold 
fro . the Pres. 2/J/1.2 
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His Excellency 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

Jo'ebruary 4, 1942 

The Right llonorable 
The Viscount Helitax, K.G. 

British Ambassador 

My jear !.lr. Ambassador: 

In connection with your note of January )Oth, 

covering withdrawal of American Volunteer t~oup to China 

after January .)let, you are Wormed that agreement was 

reached by the Combined Chiefs of Staff to make proper 

representation to Chiang Kai-shek to hold thie Group in 

the Burma area until the arrival of the Hurricane air­

plane units frca l'.ng:land. This we understand will be 

about the 15th or 20th of February. 

It must be borne in mind in connection with 

this move~ent, however, that the present strength of 

this Group i s only 20 planes and by the 15th or 20th 

of February they will probably be reduced to 5 or 10, 

a number which will not provide very much protection. 

The reinforceMnt s now scheduled t o this Group cannot 

possibly reach them until the latter part of February 

at the oarl.i est, 

Very sincerely yours, 



-
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TH& WHlTII HOUS~ 

WASH INGTON 

h bruary 3, 1942. 

lCEICOIIANDIJM FOR 

GEN , H, H, ARNOLD 
Ohi et, Army Air Foro• 

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY FOR 

ME TO SEND . 

P .D . R . 

r r 
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T~E WHITE: HOUSE •cto~At..TY ro~~t lll'llttvATC uec TO AVOID 

0,-,-ICIAL eUSINIESS III'ATioiiENT 0,- POaTAOI:, I 300 

Hie Excellonoy 
The Hieht Honorabl~ 

The Vlscount Halifax, K.G. 
Br itish Ambassador 
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I THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINQTON 

Febr uary 9 , 1942 . 

f':N10RANDUM FOR 

HARRY HOPKn;s : 

To do the necessar y . I 

htive not s i gned it . 

F . D. R . 

I t elephoned the substance of 

t he l et t er \'ihich General J.rnold rr epar cd 

fo r the Presi dent ' s si Bnature to Lord 

Halifax, so i t \:ill not be necessary to 

send the l etter t o Hali f ax. These 

paper s can therefore be f iled. 

H.L. H. 
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FIUORITY 

AG 371 (3-11-42) 

From CHUNr.KING 

To 

~DIO 

M> . 351 Al'li!SCA l.!arch 11 

AC - k 

l!arch 12, 1942 

529 A II 

Leaving for Chine eo Ann,y Headquar Lers \n BurmA Loday. Announce-
( .to: ... / ~) 

ment by Ccnerillssi.clo llar<;h 10 of appointment as Chief of Staff, join 

7 1 staff. Staff organization now under consideration. llo action can 

be expected from Chinese in Burma until cooperation can be arranged 

with British and situat ion in Sout.~ Buraa aa to Jap intentions is 

cleared up . 

STILI'IELL 

Z.'<ACT ACTION COPY TO A C OF S 'lf1'l) 

EXACT I NFORMATION COPIES TO A C OF S C'.-.l 
l!ISSI Ot:S 

SECf.ET ARr G ~r.=:P.AL STAFF 

SECRET RAmo 

CY No. 1 

CY No. 2 
CY No. 3 
CY r:o . 4 

REl'URN ALL COPiiOS '1\i ROO.Iol 1702 AI''.O I:l CO!lP '"'lTH PAR 40 C AR 380-5 

Sent 1 :09 I'll 
3/12/42 .loiDR 

CliS 1606 

~ 
&.0. IIU2, Sec. 8(!) ODCIIi(D) or (J) 

06D let~«. Mt.Y a. 1972 

• RHP. NARB Oo MAR 2 8 1973 
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AO )71 (3-11- 4?) 

From C KUNGKI NG 

To ArJUTANT G:F:HERAL FOR .Jti!SCA 

llo . 350 :J.c.!I!'JCA !.:arch 11 

Ac--J, 

6:19 A.M. 

For Chief of Staff, attention .ecretary of car. ;onrerence with 

-:.>:'lerallssimo anrl l:ad'llll" evnn!.n l:arch 10. I 111!1 to COJ?-Illld 5th -nd 6th 

ii.nnics under considerable reotricUonn . Feeling r::;; t<a;; . lo:nd~ plea 

fnr more coopPracion with British . Pcraor.~1 u.es sage ~f ]~·~••r.e f rom 

~".eneralissimo to Secr~>tary of ;:ar . 

STI IJ.'IEJ.L 

zr\ol.:T ACTIOU :OPY TO /. C OF S '"1'J ;;'l !Jo . 

.;XA~ IllfORCn TIOII CO?I::S '1\) A : Of S 'J--2 CY No . 
SE::m::T.Jcr G::l~ STAfF GY ::o. 

ILISSJCIIS :y r;o . 

S.XR:":T AAOIOCR.W 

•c::Tl!RN A!~ OOPl;;:; TO flOOII 1702 AGO ltJ GOI.IP ".1TH PAR 40 C AR )flO- 5 

Sent 1:35 P.ll . 

3/12/42 llDR 

::l£:3 1613 

tJfllASim 
E.O. 11662, Seo. S(E) aud 6(0) or (2) 

06D w..r. 6f.o.y k41i72 
.. RBPI -... /( 2 8 1973 
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2 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

on'ICE Of' THE CHIEF Of' STAFF 

WASH INGTON 
F'r a ~ klin ;l. fi"O!C' ' tol t Librl\%1' 

H I ~· \; .. IFIED 
. 

llarch 20, 1942. l co.~ (!'/27; ~8) 

IIEUOIWIOOII FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Subject: Situation in Burl4a. 

liere,vith are summaries of three radiograms received J.'ro:n 

General Stilwell. They were all filed in Chungking at 11:30 A.M. 

!larch 19, which was 11:30 P.ll. Warcb 18, Washington time. 

DIVISIO~ OF CO~D 

Stilwell acknowledges receipt of suggested plan to divide 

Buraa theater into t wo co~da; British in South end Chinese in 

North. Says plan is not .feasible. British cnnnot bold dthout 

strong Chinese help . Six Chinese divisions already in South with 

the British. Japanese expected to attack North soon . Stilwell and 

llexander (British Gener .. l) have plans which can be .followed regard­

lese of co~d question. 

NEED FOR AIRPLAIIES IN INDIA 

Stilwell says prompt action to build up lOth U. S . Air Force 

in India is essential. American Voluntear Group's equipa~ent exhausted . 

He invites attention to extent of front end nature of t errain . Chinese 

6th Ar::J;:; covers front of 220 miles, then a gap of 100 cdloa to the 

l'lest where the Cbinese 5th ~y covera a front of 80 ailea . 5th Ax7zy 

covers Rangoon-Mandalay Road . British astride Rangoon- Prome Road. 

Rugged aountaina boevily forested east of Rangoon-l.!andalay Valley. Be­

tween Tongoo and Pro:~e range of billa 'Oith thick cover . Rains due late 

in April . Front inactive liarch 17. 

SUPPLY 

Trying to organize medical and &Vkcuation services. Shortage 

of doctors, aedicine, inatrwaents, tr1111sport.ation and planes . Hopes to 

fly supplies fro•l Calcutta . llalarla und Blackwater Fev"r have started. 

Health in generol. good . lole.laris mali(ll'lant t7pe not expected un~U llay , 

'[jjifi(liOiiY]lSu;;;pply Torking so .far due entirely to Britieh help. Rice stocks will 

fl' moved frooo South Surma 1.f possible . Definite limit to number of 



• 

troops which can be subsisted in Burma . The vital point is gas re­
finery nortb of Pro.oe; no other source except Digboi to wh.icb there 
i s no road connection yet. ProbleM of gas serious. Stocks in China 
small. 

r.. r • · el t Library 

~ · 
, :f Ell 

U l.i 1h. 5200.9 (9i27/0B) 

t•-

Sit,nature-
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~ •1ll1:ell ju t r • urn •·rr.:'l 1 ur · • ) 10'1 t 

o: """~ • jl'lint fo 'CP n 1 ~ li 1f et oril.,( et '1 l'J' u~• ill 

P";>ul ion nc• i v ly " a is ir- • J " " a i :~ • -i i h '11 ole 

te1•rH o • hone;conc d wi h Fiftt; Coln ml te . Pi • • n " '11 r 11. i:::o 

offer d in ' c '"'' r t•> ~c" tr~"' >~hich coul <"' ' donn lir 1. on 

work veil r< j ct d o•'·'·r . Ju · vi 1 t.., In i· v , . 

• ri in· c.~· Us. 
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tu .. 111011 urn 1, tNI 

{)'.~ D WAR DEPARTMENT 4:18 P . • • 

~~ INcOMI~GM~SS~GE 

'fo: 

11o. caa, -..-. a,..u s.t . 
Att .. ttoa 1 .. lar aad C.tet ltaff . 

1 . Arrh" C.aptaa two U todar . ap.-auoaa uoaad 
Yo rJO lte ,,.. .. Q IIIJ'na.*•= la trear•art, dele,. t e npplf, 
rott .. 111 eteaUOM, allot ... Q wthw, aad poUUu l a 
tlae ""-J . ft-. t..-1 .. f ... lato lutptf:t.euce coepU'ed 
to tlae laoo..,et .. ce, letlaU'aJ .., dt•...,-d of order• -••t­
tar to dlaobedi .. oe oa p•t of Dl'lir:t.oa ead Arar eo..aalhnrr . 
lrafortuaatelr ., , .... r etop tar elaort of elaootlDa . A f:t.re 
opportuttr tor .... alap at tlae ,..,. lau ~~- nate" br tile 
era•• oMt...cUoa of altoYe -tloa .. Co-chr8. ••• doee 
., bMt to laold t._ to tlaelr -'t aad laad jut -a• lucll: 
to .Ue w optlldtl~~ ,...t at l..,t a l ocal nco .. e . ft., 
let w dowll eaapletelr Q cllloll .... art" la:t.tatioe of aa 
sttaok, bJ pra•latar Wblch to tlae Br:t.tlall I aot letter to aake 
• ..,ere1 att..-. a. afraid tlaat .ow ., f ac e :I.e ~letel7 
1.-t wUII .. ttiA . .. ,. -to C.up:t.ac to •••• r bowdoea 
wttla atilt Cr ... .....- ..UUq cardlti- caaaot -UDDe 
1a Ca nd of Wlftla _. llatla Ant• wttlllout belq e t oop f or 
aat ... , 'IIIIo - ~, ••• - for urtlaJ.aa t b., ... , to do ••• 
!laer bl,_ w for tlae reeu1t . 

1 . 1a.,1, of rattow aetufectorr. Br:t.Urlll dol e& lood 
Jolt oe tlaJ.a. A1ao did IOOd ,jolt la rail trawportat:t.oe. 
lledleal ...,:t.oe t.eettolllq . Wor flrat tt.. b tilt. IU' 
uwlsd lftttlaa t .... .._t - .. , tiller are btt . ' setUoe 
., ... , acutr. GMOUw aad t..all tr .. port e er:t.o ... pr obl- , 
bat aot ret erittoal. letala all !1 ooettdnce ta Cbta .. • ....... -- - ----

COPY No. 35 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

CLASSIP'IIED MUSAGIE CENTER 

INCOMING MESSAGE 

,.. two of Jo . ..,. fi'CIII Cltua&ki ... 

IP&d'F -'o ~r• oalr ecat,...t aad laadenllltp t., 

tie ._ual of aa,oae . 

S. rallura to report reo•Ur hu bHa duo to ., 

prHeoca wi t h tllla ~oope oYer etxt ... hundred air ail .. fro. 

:::.uqlltaa, aad ••rr had c1•uatoauo... lituattoe bora 

.. treeelJ aa.pltaat .. bJ .. .,sctoa of lri tlalll aDd C.i aeae 

;a -~ho._ of loq raeca co •e'll . Coatarr1111 wttll G•erallael­

.& a hape of arrinea at - eeUefaotorJ 110luH oa . Acceptaace 

bJ Cllt 11•• of lr1Uela liSp Caw M ta ...... do., eot c ure tile 

• ttaat1oe , alt lllo._. it would work lf 1 could r • t a f r o• head 

te ooatt.ct of oparetto ... 

I Uleell. 

Acttoaa CopJ : 

lefo. Copiae: 

ao. lllll .... Q .... lCD) . (II 

a.-.. ...... WJ 

• BliP, -.... 11M ! 8 1913 
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WAll DIPARTIII:NT 
CD 1• CLA8.1Fir:D MDSAGI: CENTER CSWD 

~led IJfeoMING MEsslWd: 

..._: r Clauqkiar 
'ro : Adjataat Oeaeral 

Jfo . C41 a..t.oa, April 3rd , 1M2 . 

lHS 

•• 

Wurtla- coafereacea wttll Geaeral ... , •• no 
npporta a, ataad ucl ta rt•tar • Lo Ciao Y1DJ •• 
encaUYe. Lo la atroq cllaracter llitll 8004 repa­
tatioa aad baa •~licit ta•tract toae to ba•e a, ordera 
carried out . Tllt a allould eettle 1 fWICI-tal poiat , 
aad I bope clear tbe attuat ioa reaerallJ. Aa,.&J it 
la all I caa eapect for pre ... t . (Atteattoa ~ICWAR 
aad Chief Staff). 111 pNltloa -..ld be peat11 a trurtll­
eaed b1 priiiDOI of aa ~icaa DiYlaloa ta IQdta e•eo 
if lt .-alii .ot be llroaPt to au .... at 01aee . I atroar11 
reoo FEild Uti• . Jape baYe reialorced tlaelr Bur- froot 
aad atal'ted to Bolllb our Back Al'eaa. J'l'oat quiet. 
Otaai• baa arreed to a, uce of 3 ataed Guerrilla 
BattalioDB, Brtttab trataed DDd Led , aow i n &iaqai, 
81tout 1100 aM. 81tll Al'a1 o1 3 a.all DiYiaioaa alao 
oa ,., to a...... I l'eaYe '-•ow BaturdaJ tor 
..,. .... 1epeat Pyawbn , ltll Al'aJ a.adquartera 

.., .. •• .. 
file 

-Plda.__._...,. •• 
., ......... \'118., 

_ ... --
COPY No. 3:; 
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-- THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

> >ril 13, 191 " . 

P·_:.:_"-1 ....:.:.·· """'' 

re ,,,.,1. ··ol' M lt l t>tt• 1 nl · ne ~·Uh 

L u•hlin Currl .. 
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CABLF.C;W' FRO!l ',1AOA1A'· Cl'lltl'!G KAI->1-F'<( TO LAITCrfLIN CURiliE 
tJ' .It 1.? I l 'lA2 

THF. .ITUA'i'IOt: Tlt::PI IS Ull3?E.~{;L LY o,.::c HOU:> TlTh C1~:PLETi 

Dl!:iO!'.GMIIZATION Of tJOTH FI\O!IT AND REAR, COLLAPSE OF CIVIL AD:.!L'iiSrRA-

TilE COtlliT:u'SIDE I :> liO!IEYC'.O'!B::O •• ITH F'If'rH COLUMIU<>Tc. . ~olil n:vER 

EXPO:~ED TO HOiillFS OF FLIF~1 . .TIH F.x'i'n,'{E HEAT PiUVAILI"G, I CIC..ATLY 

F'E/.R CIIOT.rRA OF OTHrll f.PIDf2.fiCS POR OUR TliOOPS NO\T ENTEitiNG DISTRlCTS . 

RAIL' ,u';j CONGl".STE: BY "'!.!B!D CAJ'.S , DED!US, ETC., CAU$t.D DEL..Y W OUR 

n;r:;PQ,,C&::;;r.; f.:::Ciil':G TOUltGOO, :IFCE$51\'nrJ:,G OUf ITHD,u;r,u. Tlf'...U: . 

CUT IRES ".E'!AI:; Uh L' ,JREIJ FOR DAYS. Gl:l'!tALISSn.tO TOLD AI.EX.ANDl::R 

IF "UCH CQt;DITIOllS OBTAW:.:D IN CHilli\ !lEADS ViOULD !lAVE BF.Ell CHOPPED 

OFF . CUI ;F'E >f :Y FIGHTIIIG G:..r.LANTLY 1\CAI:I:!T OVEi\l"hELioiiNG OB$TACLES 

0-:'Hi .l\ I~E OU~ SACFJ:FIC!.."i ~ ~, USELE:!S .UID IT 'r.ILL BE Il.!PO.,..;IBLE ;o 

liOLD Otl. Otl RE'l'UrJI TRIP f'l\0:.: LASHIO 1E nFCf~VED RlJliO r.IESSACrS 

THAT r:r.r..'Y .>E::T tiCI:i'U::: PLA:IE:o JCO!TI'I~:C IN ALL DI!U.Gl'I0113 TO ATT .. CK 

li~ r; niP. . 



WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON 

MEl!ORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT : 

Subject: First Special Bombing Mission (China) . 

General Stilwell, prior to his departure from the United 
States for China, was informed ~ General Arnold concerning a pro­
Jected bombing mission which, for convenience is known as the First 
Special Bombing Mission. We have assumed that the Generalissimo 
was acquainted with the purposes and details of this mission, but 
it was not mentioned in dispatches prior to receipt of a radio fran 
General Bissell dated April 11, in which the Generalissimo voiced 
his objection to the project. His reason wa s that Chuchow was not 
protected ~ his Ground Forces, and he feared loss of the field ~ 
enemy action. At the time of receipt of this message it wa s thought 
here t hat t he reference was to a second proj ect, known as •Halpro". 

On April 13, General Bissell was :Informed that the First 
Special M;ission was too far advanced for cancellation. He was in­
formed that the second mission, to take place at a later date, would 
come under the control of General Stilwell upon its arrival in his 
area and would be coordinated in accordance with t he Generaliss1no1 s 
des ires. 

The Generalissimo's opposi tion to the First Special Mission 
was again voiced in a radio of April 15. 

On April 16 a message was received seying that the General­
issimo had rel uctantly agreed to the carrying out of the First Special 
Mission. He stated that fields at Yushan, Lisbui, Kian, KeweUin, 
and Henyang m1ght be used. This does not include Chuchow, as in the 
original plan, which be definitely objects to being used. 

By telephone from l&obile, General Arnold informed us this 
morning that the First Special Mission would probably not be executed 
for three or four days . He recommended that a memorandum of fact s 
be sent to you at once . 

Fr,~kll" ... fc~sev~J1 ~Jorary 

H~GU ;;.3,;:!r ~ 
no''" J IJi,., :1200 . 9 (9/27/l\8 ) 

;;.-r-tt 

.....-\-.A.. ~ "'(v,.,_~ 
~ettng Chief of Staff\ 

Signature- {!--tc .1. .....£~ ~ 

S8GRI!J'f 

I 
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I WAR DEPARTMENT 
OI'I'ICE OF THE CH IEF OF STAFF 

WMHINOTO N 

April 29, 1942. 

IWIORANOOil FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

I quote below a aeesage which has Just coae in froa Stilwell, which will be of intereet to you. Atteched 1a a map labeling the illportant points noted: 

"Witbdr;awal to llanclal.a7 position between IIOUDt&inl tonight. 38th Division to be west of Irrawad~ astride Shwebo Road. British west of 38th along north bank of 
river. 22d and 96th on north bank of ll,yinge R1 ver . One regiaent 28th in reaerTe. Reaainder of 21st enroute and blocking ot t on roads south of Haipaw and Lashio. 200tb 
division wiped out a Jap Battalion at Taunggyi and is working toward Loilea a gain. 

Jap force that wen t north from Loilea over half way to Haipaw. Jape strong on Pyi nm•ne-llancla.lay Road and ere attacking Pyawbwe. 96th has bean rough4' handled -over 60 per cant casual ties. 

British Headquart ers gone to Shwebo. We will set up there also. Very difficult to get withdrawal coordinated but hope it will go off eatisfactoril,T. 

Chinese staff work prettT sed. Britiah rear guard froa lle1.kt1 la:a:. 1 Brigade In.di&n Dirtaion plus tank Bri­gade hal£ way. Bottle-neck at Ava Brigade - only bridge 
over Irrawaddy. Jape trying to boab it. Considerable transport alr .. d;r on north aid.e. FUture 110ves uncertain -Raina have not begun yet. We ere all keeping busT· Reeret l osing Colonel Brown froa llission but approve release. • 

Fr •~lln D. fon• 'ell Lib a:J 
BECLA~~·c ['} 
c~ .. o tu • oo.ll (9/2?/68) 

l to - I P - ::I ~ - C. t. 

1\ignaturo- @'at,( ;{ +~ 
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c·r ' 'PEaT 

April 29, 1942. 

IIEUOIWIOOII FOR llUl PRlSIDE!lT: 

SUbject: Situation in China • 

. 
' I quote htro•1th tho sitt or a telegram J.!et recoived !roo 

Generol Stilwell: 

I 

0 

' ' • ~ 
~ ... 

"Gtneralioel..-o about ready to accept a plen to t.alce 
the Chinese to the weepona since we cannot take the • eapona 
tc the Ohineee . He • ill give 110 100, 000 """ · lie mat"ch 
the01 to India train and equip thea under lOY co11plot.e 
control and ccae back to Burma atter the rain a. I aaawae 
"'1 arisiJ>al inatrw: Uoco eonr tho ease t..lt want definite 
'II.D. okay to ehow Britieh. .Uoo auuranee that neeeal&l')' 
equipment, are~a , &Gn'W11t1on, t re.naport, and technical 
services will be dispatched pr001ptl.y. Otherwiee British 
help will bo neceeeary whiell would bo fa tel. Cllineoo •ill 
positive~ not work under Britieh Coo:r.and . 1b1o plan to 
be started •• aoon ae poea1bl.e . No 1ntent1oo however ror 
having Chinese troope DOW in Bu.nla l eave unless we are 
chaaed out . ll'o will retire only a s we hove t o. Lashio 
aituation eaaier tod&y. Pr011pt &newer requeeted. 11 

There llao either alroody orrin<! at laraehi or will reaeh 

there within the next t wo wooks a oufficient quantity or U. s. equip-

ment, eonligDed tc China , to pol'tlit initiation of tho trainins prcsr.., 

r eco-cJidad bf ~ncral SWwoll and to e.ra a rougbl,y bolenced torco of 

100, 000 aen for combclt in Cnina. Some sbortese will exist in rifloo, which 

ite3 could bo ouppliod by substituting tho auboacttine IUD• of wb!eh •• 

have a nuabor anilabla . Probobly we would b&YO tc oblp additlcoal. 

aeounte or motor tranaport . Our records ehow that in India, or eoon to 

e.rrive there, are 217 artillery pieces, 20,000 riflea , 1430 machine guns, 

ll, OOO IU-ehine pnl, 200 11101't&r8 Of 60 m caliber, 174 anti-tank 

••apona ot v&r10\ls c• libers, 104 acout care and 1342 111otor vehicles of 

aaaorted typea. All the • eapoa.a are acco.pe.n.led b7 r"eocable ..ounta 

of a=amit1on. You are a1ready taa1liar with plano fOI' glvlns Chine 

aoae etr aupport. About 189 airplenaa havo now errivad 1n India or 

onrout&, and, includJ.ns all t ypoo earurked tor China, the totol 1a 

454. 



General Stilwell' 1 rectueat for •neeeeeary technical 

eervioea• r&iaee queetioo1 ot greater ooepleaity, chiefly becau.e 

or abipping involved . 

Tho projoet, roe-oded b)' Geaora.l Stll• oll, 1I euriod 

out, • OIW! undoubtedly iDYolYo aa o.roo 1a llorthooot Indio, probabl7 

1a tho v1o1aity or Sadiya ond to the aouth•eat thoroor . Tho relay 

aooooo 1o ato.rt.l.nc and tho roiatall 1a tb&t rogiCOl io oxtroMly boaT)'. 

ll'hllo tho reston 1ad1eatod h a long diotonee froa tho port of Koroebi, 

rail COI'IIZ:!Unieationa exist and the necoeee.ry INDitiona could be forwarded 

to Cecera.l Stilwell. tho proble::a of quo.rtora ond rotioaa wOIW! hno 

to ba aolvad loea.lly . 

Detorain&tioo or tho feoai bility or tho projoet would 

thorororo sou to hiago oa tho tollowl.nc questiona• 

1. the reuibili ty or ~he trsnefor of this nUIIbor of 

troops t.brouch the d1rt1eult eountrr 1avolvod. Cenora.l Stilwell 

and other loea.l aut.boritieo will ban to detondne thio po1at. 

2 . Concurrence ot General Yfavell in lr.&Jd.n.8: available 

the oeleotod tra1a1ag o.roe to tho Chinese roreoa. 

). IJ. S. abilit, to ship 1.r.med1etoly to Chiao ,.,_toYer 

additional troneportotion and teohniea.l equiPDtnt might be 

aoeeeao.ry . !he eri tiea.l po1at 1a tbio loot quootioa •OIW! bo 1a 

obipplD<: , rather tb&a 1a provioiaa or the 1teu 1avolvod. 

I belie.,. that until thie uttor io dilpoood or, it wOIW! be 

iaopproprioto to roiao tho q\IOotioa or hicllor .,_.., 1a - • •• 

ouggootad b)' llr. Currie • 

• ~tt~~ C. Pc~aa-@lt Llbr~r 

ru E-BIFIEt: 
0110 0111. h<00.9 <g1 a11~a) 
t ' •· /6 - .J. 4- ( ( 

Si~NJ.tare- C7aet .7. fch 
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/ 
t' CE:PARTMENT OF STATE 

W._.ll'fG'TOM 

X£KORANPux roB rH£ PR£siDENt 

I refer to Aabaae&4or Oaue e • telesraa or Ma7 20 in 
recar4 to tbe ITIY1t7 or the Cbiftl l l 11tuat1on. A 

paraphrase if enoloaed tor oonven1ence or reterenoe . 

I haYo oont porophraooe ot tho tolograa to tho 

5oorotorr ot Yor and to tho Soorotarr ot tho MaYJ. 

Tha loo1; porocroph ot tho tobgraa 1aprooooo •• u 

oonta1n1nc a YtrJ eou.M and t1ael.J reoou:.endat1on. I 

Yonturo to hopo that 1t •or bo C1Yon opoolal oonoldora-
t1on. 
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P A R A P H R A S E 
-- ..J 

A telegram of ~~y 20, 1942 from the American Ambassador at Chungking reads substantially as follows: 

On May 19 , speaking as government spokesman, T. F . Tsiang told newspapermen that China's immediate future is very grave, that the Japanese seem to be beginning an all-out effort to dispose of China now, and that China needs all t he assistance which her friends can send and that such assistance mus t be s ent with the greatest haste as o therwise the United Nations may f1nd it necessary to ~ay a double or threefold price for recovery in the future. Tsiang emphasized that China noeds bombers and pursuits , first and last , with i n the next three months . This was the first official public expression of concern i~ regard to China' s present military situation. 

It must be admitted that the situation is fraught with serious possibilitie s . A decision to undertake a major offensiv e 1n China may have been reached by the Japanese . However , so f ar, the Embassy sees no s i gn of lack of determina­tion on the part of the Chinese to meet the threat; neither has the1•e been an increase in i nfluence of potential defeatist elements . There is an absence of cla r i t y i n t he military situation in Yunnan Provi nce. Many factors exist wh ich would seem to rule out ti1e likelihood of a major Japanese offensive in that prov1nce . These f actors include mil1tary log1st1cs , weather, terra 1n, and what has seemed to be broad military policy and object1ve on the part of the Japanese . On the other hand , that possibility must not be dismissed as the J apanese have undertaken the unexpected frequently. The Embassy is of the opinion, however, that the Chinese National Government will not diaintegrate or collapse or that the Japanese wi ll be a ble to des troy i t e ven if they should be successful 1n an invasion of Yunnan Province and should advance on other fronts such as Chekiang - Hunan and 1n a northwesterly d1roo­tion . 

The Ambass ador r ecommends that if at all practicable increased Ameri can air support a s asked f or by the Ch1nese should be given, not only because of the practical effect upon the course of mil1tary operations agai.nst the Japan ese , but also because of the psychol ogical effect of such aid from the Uni t ed States upon the Chinese Government and t he Chinese peopl e. We should give the Chinese proof at an early date that China 1a looked upon a s a v1 tal theater of war by our Government . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 30, 1942 . 

tre.IORANDU!d FOR FILE 

Lieutenant Gener al Arnold's 
memorandum, attached , was read qy the 
President, who directed Captain McCrea 
t o show it to Mr. Lauchlin Currie, but 
with tho admoniti on that the inforcation 
cont ained t herein could not be used . 
This baa been done . 

JOHN L. McCREA, 
Captain , u. S. Navy, 

Naval Aide t o the President . 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

HEADQUARTERS Of THE ARMY AIR FORCES 

WASHINGTON 

APR 2 5 ~~Clr· • ,· ., 
r t•. ~· 

ICNORAJIDIJiol TO t captain John L. lloCrea, 
Naval Aide to the President, 

SUBJECTt Movement of Freight into Burma and 

.: J"J 

Dnto-

uu! 

Jr - .:J.~ - &~ 

1 . With referonce to your memorandum ot April 2~, 1942, ooneerniRE 

the amount ot freight currently being carried into Burma and China, t he 

tollowi~ ie all the information th~ War Department baa on the aubjectt 

a , In Februe.ryt llovement of aupplioe over the Durma Road 

totaled j ust over 13, 700 tona or an averat.• of 490 tons a day , 

b . In Marcht Fira t two woeka• tonnage haulage waa approxicntely 

lho ·~~ average as Fobruary . 

c, In llaroht Last two weeka , there was sharp deorense . fhia 

aecreaae ia aecribed to the fact that trucks normally employed in 

carrying suppliee wero diverted for other military purposes, 

d , It should be borne in mind that the February o.nd l!aroh move­

ment of euppliee al ong t he Burm"- Road undoubtedl y represente 

auppliea evecuated from Rangnon just before ita occupation by 

the Japanese. f «Dporary eupply baaea were establi ahed at T&rioua 

pointe along the railway south and northeast of ~alay, aa well 

as at Lashio , the railway terminus in eastern Burma. 

e , We have bad ~o information in rasard to any treah supplies 

reaching Burma or Chi na other than airborne auppliea , 

f . Batimated total capacity (which haa never been even nearly 

approached) of tbe Burna Road io 1,000 tone a day • 

.1• V/ith equipment preaently available , Colonel Osman expects to 

I'V>Ve from India to China, by air during April , 100 tone ot aviation 

gaeol ine . In llay and June , when additional transports arrive, he 

expeota to atop up this figure to 1, 000 tone and 1, 500 tone respect­

ively, 

h . llovement of auppliea by the all-weather Southern Rout e road 

?rom the biaeotion of the ASSAM--BENGAL Railway at Wllllipur to D&lewa 

via Imphal cannot be arr""Ged until the llnphal - Kalcrwa aaotion 11 

H 
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finished , I t ! a estimated th~t this section (116 miles) will 
not be ready until November , and then only provided Indian 
labor employed on the Ind.1an section 1a util1ted , This has 
been arr~ed, 

i , Adairal Standley, in a diapatoh dated April 10 , trom 
'R'uibyshev, sto.ted that the Chinese Ambanador had expreaaed 
apprehension thAt the movoment of supplies alo~ the Buroa Road 
~dht prove impossible and he suggested as an alternate route 
that suppliea for China should be sent to Bnndnrahnr , thence 
ncroas Persia to Bandarahnrpur on the Cnsp!nn, nnd then by een 
to Krasnovodsk , Supplies could be trnna- shipped at thia point 
and railed aero•• southern Russia to Alma Ata or Sargiopol via 
Tashkent . The China supply road from Alma Ata to Chungking, 
under exiating conditions , is not capable, accordinc to the 
Chi neee Ambassador, of tranaportin& more than 4 , 000 tone per 
month . 

1• The Opero.tiona Division of the General Staff haa sent a 
cable to General Br ereton asking epeo1fically what supplies are 
ourrontly being sent into Burma and China by al l routes including 
air routoa . 
2. If' above information is not completE! ! do not know where you can eet 

arry a:ore except from General Stilwell. 

r , -~li~ D. p~~rt~~·· L rr• J 

~~~ P:S.Stf!(O 
t.-JU !Jtl:l .-F' 

Or L• - It;> ~ 1--tt. 

89'' :: 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 22 , 1942 . 

~~EMORANDU.:J FOR 

CAPT . McCREA : 

Will you dig out t he correct 

sta tistics on this and speak to me 

about it? 

F . D . R . 

DECLJ. ... SSL?lED 
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THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHI NGTON 

April n , 191.? . 

liDl.ORANCUJ.I FOR THE PRESi l.J!lli!:. 

Re: Progress of c~~nR 1 § s i r t ransport pro~r<m . 

I have been endeavorin~ to check on Louis J ohnson ' s 
cable to you on this matter . I lwve not been abl " t o f i nd 
out nnythi ng riefinite about the amount, or f reight curr ently 
beini carri'd into Burma nn1 China . Accornin~ to voner~l 
GeorJ"• however, th• s i tu,.t i on wi th reference to pl : nes i s 
as follows . 

There should te at Gener~l Stilwell ' ~ di s posal , ei ther 
for operation by CNAC or by the Army, 11 t r ansport pl nnes. 
This i ncludes 3 01med bv CNAC. There ~re l.6 t ransport 
pl anes en route, all of which, if all ~o s well, should 
arrive r.ithin ten de ·s. Nine nddition~l arc scheduled to 
leave within t he next ...-eek. This would tDPke 36 planes i n 
al l . Altho~~h Goner~l Naiden ~-s advised that he does not 
feel t hAt he can han tl e mor e than :?5 initially, General 
Geor~e has decided to send 50 to India as soon as possi l l e. 

H" has despatchad a pi ck d ground crew to handle t he 
line and is desp.~tchin : t v;o crews per pl 11 ne f or t he first 
25 pl rnes , and initially one crew per pl ano for t he second 
25. He hopes to i ncr ease this l at er , but he i s r elyina, 
in tho init i l'l oper ations , on some hel p from CIIAC and 
Pnn Ameri csn Airways. 

Before General Bissell l eft for Chinn the r elative 
merits of Arrny and Pan-Am operations were thoroushly 
canvassed. The decis i on final ly turned on the fact t hat 
Pan- Am could not undertake to recruit t he n•cessary number 
of civilian pi lots and ground p~rsonnrl i n PQY reasonabl e 
p"'ri od. The del"Y in gettin.; the Ar"JIY pro •r r'll under wey is 
larg~ly attribut able to t he f~ct that moet of t he pl anes 
availebl e v et•e t aken from the domest i c airlines, nnd were 
in need of extensive al terati ons for th~ China servi •e . 
The pro·r "\fll should s t ep up r 11pi dly from no11 on. 

~.<.c. ~ . 
' Lauchlin Curr i e 

DECLASSIFIED 
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!Jay 5, 1942 

.. 
I gather that tho air terry route to China io 

Hrioual.J' eDdaqered. The onJ.,- 'A.1 wa can get certain 
.uppU .. into ChiD& b by air. 

I wiah 1011 aDd Mr. x..r..tt. would confer t-diatel7 
with Dr. Soong and Oeneral. SbeJa oo alte.mat.ho air routes. 

I • ant you to apl.ore every ponib1Ut7, both aa t.o 
airpla.naa and rout... I t 1a oa..tbl that our route ba 
kept open, DO - ttar how ditficult., 

Very aincarel,y :fO'.Jra, • ) 

15'/ f rv(LJA ££- /( /J. /..,~ / U / f-

Lt. General a. H. Amold• 
ad•!• ..,_,. .l1r P'oroo•• 
.... llapa"-'t.. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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WASIDNCTON 
Ilat• - I" - :l.-¥ - t t 

!lEMO!WlDIDI TO THE !lAVAL A!DE Sign~t.turo~ JJ.~ ' 
~( ';( ~,- ~. 

SUbject: Supply Routes to Chil:a vie Karachi and Turkestan. 

l. In April 1942, the Chinese Az::baase.dor to Russia asked that 
his country be sent supplies by this route , but added that he would 
not aak for more than 4 , 000 tons a month . 

2 . The first difficulty of this project lies in Karachi itself. 
Karachi 1a an important port which can accommodate 21 10 , 000 ton ships 
of 26 1 to .30 1 draft aimul taneously. In December 1941 tlie combined in­
cooing and outgoing railroad capacity at Karachi was 4 ,000 tons per 
day and it was estit:at.d that this could be increased to 10, 000 tons; 
however, Yarachi is now being used alDoat to capacity for supplies going 
to British forces in the Uiddle East. 

J , There are throe supply routes from Karachi to the Russian­
Turk.-Sib. FAilroad; two via Afghanistan and one via Iran, 

4 . The first route 1o frOI:l Karachi to the Klzybor Faoa by rail, 
via Peal-.a war; across Afghanistan by co tor road , vie Kabul to the Rus­
sian railhead at Tenoez. Fror:l Ten:tez, north b;r rail to liaC:Al", on the 
cain lino of the Turk. -Sib, P.ailroad. The aotor road froo the 
Indian frontier to Kabul is •very poor•. Difficulty exists in crossing 
t he Oxue River at the Afghan- Soviet frontier . No bridge oxiets , but a 
ferry ie used. The road approaching Tormoz is " impassable" for a dis­
tance of about 20 miles, and would have to be completely rebuilt. The 
rerlAinder of this road acrose Afghanistan ia "fair", and presents no in­
I!UmOIIDtable difficulties. The exact tonnage capacity of thia route is 
not kncmn, but it is eetil:ated teat 1£ i:::provener.ts were cade on it, 
its capacity could be built up to that of the 8ur.:Ja Road (17 1000 tons 
a. month) , 

5 . The second route would be to go north from Karachi to the 
Cbaman Pacs , on the Atghan border, by rail through SUitkur and Quetta 
and by cotor r oad fro<~ the Chtlrlan Paos to Kuehka, tho Ruseian rail-
head on tho Afghan border; thic road is far better tl.an the road fr011 
the Khyber Pasa to Tercez; it is lese uaed; is over a flatter terrain, 
and 75 miles aborter . During the sprinctiM, however, noode are a.pt to 
occur along it; its exact tonnage cppacity 1e not known , but •reliable 
sources• eatl.Jr.a.te tha.t it could handle opproximately tho SMO amount as 
tho Khybor Pass-Termez Road . From rushka , suppl ies could be sent 
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-sECREI 
north b7 ra.1l to KftM', Ol\ the -.In Uz:e of the Rutlian-T\Zrk. - Sib. Rt.Uroad. 

6. The third route 1a to Zahede.n, in ao\lthtllttrn Iran, (by r ail 
vi• Sultkur and Que t.ta) , end thence north by motor road to Aeh.kh4b&d, on 
the Ruaaie.n- 'l'u.rk. - S1b. Ra11ro.d. 'l'hia motor r oad •• tar north aa 
t.!eehed ia fdrly aood, and CIJ'l handle in the neighborhood of 10,000 tons 
.,.r aonthJ but the road nort.b ot ll,eahed, (eapee1al.l.r 'bet-ween ~chan e.r.d 
Uhlct".abt.dJ, il"vel'1 ~·. I'hil portion or the road woul4 probc.b}J lW t 
tl:.e tonnt.ee eapae1t7 of t-he ent-ire route to about 2,000 t.on.a a a:ont!:t. The 
chit! c!JJ'!ieulty In u!nc UUa rout. 11 that t.bt llritlah are &lnady aiDe 
t.bt -.jority or ito racUI\iu to ""'JPl3' t.M1r rorcu In tha lliddlo l:ut. 

7 . The !Wk. · Sib. P~ 11 ~e-t:acktd t.hrOIIih-, but thio 
pruoota r.o c!JJ'rieul ty, a a it cao taailJ' C&lT1 all l.oMqt <!ali ••red to it 
br the com:eetJ.n.c aotor roedt. 

8. Tbare art !OW' pouibla routes !rca tht Turk.·Sib. Ra1lroed 
t.o Chungking; the !irat three ~Met at, or ferthor •·eet than, Urwaehi, 
and !or tho rccall>lns diatMct (•""" 2, :J(IO aUto) all ouppllu going to 
Ch1na over t.he&e routee would have to be a.ent ovt~r a single aa.otor r oad. 
Tho exact tonn.age capacity of this road ia not known, but. not nor. than 
2, 000 tens have a.a 11t been transported over it. 1.n. fAY one •ontb. The Chi· 
nese Covern:::ent bopea to receive L1 C'OO t.cn.a a aontb b7 th_h route; t.M.e 
-eJ be posaible it eert.ai.D ~nt& &rt r.&dt . 

9. '!he tirat. of t.MM roeda ate.rts at t.h• ~•1&n raJ.lhead, a rn 
•ll•a eeat or Dz.hal7l Abed; it tollowa the a.ge .. old cara•an tnll tcrough 
tte prec:ipi tout Par:Ur lloo.D\&1.ca &n4 ac:rcss S.1.nld..anc to Ur\aH:h1 by ...,v ~ 
lr.t.ahpr. Tho aeecnd road ltuu t.bt Turk.-511>. P~ at .UU Ata 
&lld gou to ~b&rkont and en to Shil<ho (about 100 aUu nat o! Uruechi) 
'Obert it .. eta tha third rca<!. lh• third rC«d l tnu tho '!Urk.·Sib. PAll· 
read at Sergiopol aDd cou to Shil<hc b)' wq or CbUI'Ich&k . 

10 . T'he latt two ttntionod r oads are lcnown AI t.bo Nortbweatern 
Ro~te, Red Rout.. At the pr·taent. tille, the road !'l-oll Struiopol 1a the 
chlet one ueed, becauat it erouea no1tter the Poil" llountdne, aa doee t.he 
Jtaahgar Rout.; DOr the awaap;y t..rrrlD encouter ed alq the Dlharbnt Route . 

ll. Tbtrt 1a • !0\IJ'th rout. 1'r<>oo t.bt '!Urk.-Sib. Railroad to 
CllUDCUns. It atarta at Seaip&l&tll>el: aDd l<'4a thrwch OUter aDd !!mer l:oo­
pU., comoetil:j; witb othor l.hraa rCOl!a at ~bow. Ro dt!ll>ita Wor-
.. uon ia aYai.l.able at the pre•nt. t.iae u to the tor.nace eapacitJ of thie 
road, bu.t it 1a ccmatderabl7 lqer than the otter three rO&da . 

Concluolcn: Tbt BrHiah art alroacly u.tiA& tho port rac1llt1ta or lr.t.nch1 
aDd the railroad inland alacot to capacity in order tc ouppl7 their Uiddlt 
taatern tor eee; the prillitin ett.te ot the r oada troa tht Rusdan..Cbi.neat 
frontier to the Chin .. t •J•po.nue front turt.ht~l' Uait. the preaent eapacitios 
ot t.he route. In crdtr to 1tnd euppliea to Cbi.n& b7 thh route . either tht 
8r1t1ah would have to CU.Tt.ail their utilization of tte txht.ing tacllitite, 
or these taoilitite would ht.n lo be au,c:c.ented ; t.he Northwester n Cbin.eat 
Road would alao han to bt !Jqoron<l , 

SI!CREI 
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I WAR DEPARTMENT 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES 

WASHINGTON 

!Jay 4, 1942 

J.lEII.ORANDUII !'OR TilE PRESIDEifl' 1 (The White House) 

Subject, I ndia- Burma-china Perry Route . 

The ferry route from India to China now goea through Karachi, 
Delhi , Allahabad, Tetpur, Sadiya, thence to Wyitkina in Burma, and 
then to Yunnanyi . An alternate route has been established from Sadiya 
to Likiang, thence north to Pihaien near Ch~ngtu. Due to the faot that 
the Japanese have now pushed north in Burma to the vicinity of Manda­
lay and Lashio , it is probable that the use of the airport at Myit~ina 
will very shortly be denied us, as i t in within 200 mil es of the 
present Japanese front and will be subject to continued bombing. Thi s 
means , therefore , that the alternate r oute from Sadiya to Likiang will 
have to be used . llountain ranges and peaks on this route up to about 
21,000 feet wi l l make navigation hazar dous , even during periods of 
good weather . During the period from V.ay 15th to October 15th, air 
travel through this area will in all probability be very sketchy due 
to the heavy rains , coupled with the high el evation of the mount ains. 
So far as is known, there is no other route avail abl e from Indi a to 
China than the one described above. 

This information is furnished you to show what we may expect from 
now until October 15th in the matter of air transportation from India 
to China . Should the Japanese during this period push farther north 
and interdi ct t he route in I ndia in the vicinity of Tetpur , the route 
will be permanently put out of commission, even after the monsoon season, 
until the Japanese have been r emoved from t his area. 

Lieutenant General , U. S. A. 
Commanding General , Army Air Forces 
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\f WAR DEPARTMENT 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES 

WASHINGTON 

!.lay 7' 1942. 

(The White llouae) 

Subject1 Illdia-a.u-..China Ferry Route 

In a IC8IDOrandWI dated L:.Y 4, 1942, I invited attention to the threat to the torry route from India to China, All poadble alternate routes have boon considered and the three most practicable are d.is­cussed briefly herein, 

ROUTE$ 

Route A 

Karachi - Delhi - Allahabad - Tezpur - Sad1ya - China 

Thie route must be considered dangerous east of Allahabad be­cause of the threat of the Jap&Dese advance. In order to continue traneport ot supplies to China, it may become necessary at 8.IJ;1 time to operate from be.aos in I.ndia which are beyond the threat of Japanese 
bo~:tbardl:lent, In order to do this , longer range aircraft will be ee­eential, 

Route B 

Basra or Buabire to Uhkabe.d by air - Uhkabe.d to 
AlJM Ata by rall - Ala Ata to Lanehaw and Chung­kina by air or road 

This route is largely through Rueeien territory and would re­quire the use ot Russian facilities , O.sollne and other supplies needed tor an interr.~ediate stop on the air trip trom Ala A ta to Lanchow offer somo ditficul ties but this problom should be capable of solution, 

Route 0 

&Jeske - Uarkova - Oiaekon - Iakutsk - Bodaibo -
Irkutsk - Urge - Lancbow - Chungking 

r-"-' 1 ' o. R ..... 
p- Gi ·\~~\flt 0 
n·~ o nm. ~2co !' {\, 

I 
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l s far as Lanchow, this route is almost entire ly through Russian or 
Russian-controlle d t erritory and its uae would r equire the full cooperation 
ot the Russian Government . Because of the necessity for development of land­
ing fie l ds and inetallation of gasoline and supplies, t his route cannot be 
conddered for i.lluoediate use, It is, however, of great strategic value to 
the United States. 

Tab A describes th.esa routes in greater detail , Tab 8 sh011s the routes 
plotted on a map, scale 1:15,000,000. 

RECCIOIENDIITIONS 

I r ecommend: 

1 . That the existing route, Route A, be continued, using the 
transport s now allocated to the maxiJDwo extent as long as possible , 

2. '!'bat plane be ode for continuation of Route A without using 
the airports at Sadi;ra and Tezpur, should their use be denied us due to 
ena.y interference, 

'!'bat for this purpose a decision be •ade as to the relative 
value or 50 8-24 type aircraft used as t r ansport s aoving goode into China 
as against the samo n\llllber of B-24' s used to drop bombs in Oermany. ( It 
will t ake about 10 days to modify each one of those bombers t or th i s pur­
pose , but when they are completed 50 may be expected to carry approximately 
1200 tons per month , ) 

) . 'l'bat it it ia decided to use B-24's tor this purpoaa, 25 be 
diverted troa British allocations and 25 traa United states allocaUons, 
and that these airplanes be modified tor this purpose i.mA!Idiatel;r and 
deliftrad to India as early as possible. 

u, 'l'bat OeMral Stilwell be directed to investigate airdra~~e 
taoilit ies betwen Allahabad and Sadiya in an eftort to develop bases 
which are protected as much as pos sible from the threat of Japanese bomb­
ing attaclc, 

) . That the etrategic importance of the Alaska - Bastem Siberia 
Route is so great that appropriate action be tn1 tiated to develop this 
route with the least poaeible dela;y, 

r. • 

J... . .,. .. • :U.l 
•' ~<'OO.il (9/~7/~8) 

1 • -:J."-f.- t.(. 
Inola: (2) • -

Tab l - description of routes. 

1 

Lieu 
Co111111anding 

Tab 8- map. I /L . 
"1'\aluro- (l t;U( of~~ 

, . I 
ant General, U.S.A. 

Oeneral, Arrl.y Ur Fore s 

I 
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Description of Routes 

ROUTE A 

Route A i s the existing route . The danger or losing the 
advanced be.ee a t Sal!l_,. ~ be conaidaHCI :ill:minent. This would neces­
s itate a direct night to Chins from be.ees in the general vicinity or 
J.llahabe.d . 

ROUTE B 

Proposed Route B can be started at Basra, about 60 miles 
northwest from the Persian Gulf , now employed by the Bri tish as a port 
or disembarkation in tho Middle East . Facilities at Besra are now heavily taxed , and they must be increased before the port can be put to any 
extensive usa by our forces . J.a an alternative, Bushire, in Southern 
Persia, 200 miles Southwest tr0111 the aouth of the Tigris and &lphrates 
may be established as the \\'estern terminus or proposed Route 8. Harbor 
f acilities at Buahire are now limited and must undergo extensive improve­
ment before the port will be serviceable. 

Prom Besra (or alternatival.7 Bushira) aircraft OM ny with­
out difficulty to Ashkabad, a distance from either port or about 800 miles , Aahkabad , capital of Turlcnten, is about 50 miles !lorth or the Persian border and is on the Transcauce.sian Railroad , which lies wholly with.in the U. S.S.R. Gasoline can be made readily available from Baku, a distance of about 
550 llliles. 

From Ashkabad suppl ies can be carried by rail to J.lme. Ate., 
the East ern tsrm.inus of the Transcaucasian Railroad, passing intermediately through Bukhara1 Samarkand and Tashkent. The distance between Ashkabe.d 
and J.lma Ate by rail is about 1200 miles. Thera are no railroad facilities East ot Aka lta. 

From Alma A ta supplies oan be transported by truck or air along t he asteblished caravan route well to the North or the Taklamakan desert, 
paes ing through Urumchi, Sula Ansi, Yaomo Shan and Lanchow. In large part this road is hardly more than a trail , and will require considerable i.a­
pro....,ent before trucka can be used to i'l1ll advantage . The distance trOll 
Alma Ate to Lanohow is about 1700 ailaa and froa Lanehow southeast to 
Chungking about 500 miles, 

Proposed Route B lies llorth or the lo!oneoon area end is 
relatively free or aountaine , lakes and other barriers. The climate 1e 
favorable for air or ~:~otor transportation. A stretch of desert in the 

f • "1 n D. P ~~.... j • try 
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vicinity of SUla Ansi connecting the Gobi Desert to tho East and the 
Taklamakan Desert in the 1'1est i s perhaps the most difficult pert of 
the route t o cover. This route is reported to have bee.n uoed by a 
Soviet airline and la.nding fields are known to exist along it, 

BOOTE C 

Proposed Route C can be developed troc Alaska through 
Northeast Siboria to China. Cer tain landing areas in t his region are 
known to exist but the extent of their development is uncertain. 1/arkova 
is within flying distance of Alaskan bases , a distance of about 720 
miles . From l.larkova it is bolieved possible to develop an airline to 
Irkutsk, a distance of about 2500 miles alonz the general route of 
Oimekon {or Verkhne, Kolymak) Yakutsk and Bodaibo where the terrain 
is suitable for development of landing areas . 

From Irkutsk supplies IIISY be carried by truck or air to 
Lanchow, a distance of about lJOO ailea, and trom Lanchow to Chungking 
by truck or air to Chungking, a distance of about 500 miles . 

The weather in Eastern Siberia is generally favorable for 
flying , except for storms with considerable precipitation in April and 
L!ay 1 and in September and October. The winters are marked by extreme 
cold with prevailing dryness . The snowfall is light, seldom baing suf­
ficient to cover t he ground. Fogs are reported to be prevalent along 
tho coast , but inland the weather is suitable for Cl,yin!;. I t ia believed 
practicable to continue operations even in mid-winter . 

Gasoline and supplies present a problem of major importance, 
Railroads and other transportation are alcost entirely lacking, 'IIIIich will 
necessitate the development of air or water transportation. It has been 
reported that tho Lena and Kolyma Rivers , omptying into the Arctic Ocean 
are navigable for considerable distancos inland, but only for a limited 
poriod in the summer months. 

The difficulties of developincr proposed Route C are relatively 
great, but ita etrategical value to the United States, when eetabllahed, 
makes this development a aatter for serious consideration. 

J"" • "l~~ C. P..Q lt!.. l:.rar, 

.. L. I ~IFI· .! 
t;:U llfR. O:JOO.I (9/27/~B) 

rat•- / 6- !l. <J- (, t 
slrn':.t...~::(?au /. ~~· 
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NOTF;S ON ROOTF;S TO CHIN#, 

1. Of the three possible routes , Route A is in operation now. 
Rout es 8 and C a re completely dependent upon the attitude of 
Russia end involve immediat e organizational difficulties. 

2. Using 2Q B-24's of wh.ieh 1tQ probably could be kept in continu­
ous operation making the 2800 mile round trip every third day 
and transporting an average of J tons per trip, approximately 
1200 tons per month could be carried.without gaui nr; in China. 

J . Taking aircraft off the assembly line first article can be 
del ivered one week after order and deliveries of 2 to 3 per 
day thereafter . This would be faster than returning avail­
able aircraft to factory for conversion. 

4. 1\Ueages: 

Route A - By air, Allahabad to Chengtu - 1400 miles . 

Route B - By air, Basra to Ashkabsd - 800 miles 
By rail , Ashkabad to 

Alma Ata 
By air or road, Alma Ata 

to Chungldng 
TOTAL -

-1200 miles 

- 2200 miles 
4200 miles 

Routa C - By air 1 Alaska to Irkutz - 3200 miles 
By air or road Irkutz to 

Chungldng - 1800 miles 
TarAL 5000 miles 

l"r •:Jlrll n D. Roosevelt l.h<o.·y 

8 ,, . ~ ... -- n 
~ ; I ~ I'' I I .,, .. ! 

f· (J fi•t 
L:, e.::oo s (&,- 1~a ) 



llay 20, 1942 

I.IBIIlRANDUll FOR 'IHII PRESIDIDITa 

SUbjeot.a Dr. Soong'• propoNl re Shanghai. 

In com.o\ion w1 th the Dr. Soolll propoiNl tor 
boaabin& the 5banChe1 power plant., • atud;y h be1nc 
aade 1n q ott1ce. 

Prella11111r1 a tu~ i nd1 cat... that it ..:r be 
poaa1bla to boab t.h1a powr plant. troa ba•• 1n 
I nd:S.a, a topping long enouch, e1 t.her enrou t.a or 
returning, at - airport in Cbina tor ntualing. 

Upon coaple\ion of the !onoal • tud,y, you Will 
be intorMcl of llhet action 1a prac\iaable. 

H. H. AIUIOtD 
IJ.wt.anant. Oaneral, U. S.A. 

c-ndina Oeneral, 1rm:T Air Foroet~ 

P': ., :•klin I:. tv)...,~.:··el t Library 

(j . r •• •f·1Hl 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 27 , 1942 . 

r.fU,IO!l.AUOill.l FOR MISS TULLY: 

Attached are carbon copies 
of a memorand~~ which Mr . Currie 
left with the President 
yesterday. 



IW'ihAH.\111 PQ~ A.0011Al, LUI!I• 

1 am 8ttachi~l a propo•ed pl an of oporationa 
by Br1t1ah, .._ericaa an ! Chin~•• troopa agctnat 

Bllraa, to~ether with aD Aida M11110ire handed 
Lauchlln Currie by Oenerell .. l.alo Chbf\4 h1- ahelt . 
1 underatand that the plan haa bun approYed i.n 

principl e by both Oenenl Stibell M d the 

O.ner• Uut-. Mr. Currie tell• ae t.hol t tbe 

Oenaralissl.alo'a approY~, so t~r •• the uac o! 
Chinese troope i a concemed, h conu l t1on"d upon 

the diapatch of at leaat one .._erican dhbion, 

and rapi d prorrea• being attained to~rd a roal 
ot ~00 pllllu and 51000 ton" or air freL·ht a 
110nth. He no lon,rer inaiata on 500 planes •!thin 
the ahort period o f thraa aonthe. lie M a al..o 

upreaaecl a wil..l.lllc1le .. to dir,>atcb ..,,., troope 

by air to India !or trAinin'l' and equippU,. 

Since the plaa conteaplatea Joint ailltar,r 
and n&Yal actloo, I • lldcest ,_ .. ~ the -coa .. nta 

11nd recaaendatlona or t he Joint St.&Lf, 

(PDR) x.c ... 



Augu t 26, 1942. 

Mlf¥0'\AN .. YM fOR AJ!IIRIJ, W Hit 

1 aa a t t achin t a propoaecl pl~n ot opuaHona 

bt llrllhh, M•r1ean an . Chinua t roo11• •tr&J.nat. 

au- , t o•et her with &n Aica 11..,1re bl~ed 

Laucbl.i n Curr ie by Omerall .. l.mo Chi .an • hi- ahelc . 

I un.oarat.and that. the pl , n ba. bun ap;>roYed in 

prlnci pl• by both Oenoral Stilwell and till 

Otner•ll ... s..o. llr. Currie tell• •• t ha t the 

Gener ,.llaat-•a approYAl., ao far •• the u o o! 

Ch1'1eee troopa h cone•m t'd , 1a con• II tlon...., upon 

t he diapatch of at. la .. t. one Alurican clhh1on1 

ancl rapi d pro~rreaa ba1nlf att.alnecl toward a toal 
or SOO planu and s,ooo tons or air trei ·ht a 

aonth. He no lon~er 1na1et. a an ,no planes wt t.bin 

the ahort p<'riod of three .ontha. Ito! haa •l•o 

expreued a tdl.l.illlrM•• t.o diaJ)At.ch aore t.roopa 

bt alr to InJ 1a tor t.rainin!f and aquippinf. 

Si nce tha plan cont ..,Utaa Joint ailltVT 

and n&Yal act 10D, I ·~roat ~·•••zw t be c~nta 

and r ecoaac:ndatlona of t he Joint St eff. 

(rna) LC1 .. 
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