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Paris, September 1&, 1939 . 

Dear Yr. President: 

As you know, Benes arrived in Europe intending to 

set up a "provisional gover nment ot Czechoslovakia". 

He naturally ran int o a series ot snags. 

In t he first pl ace, both the French and British 

took the position that they had refused to admit that 

Czechoslovakia had ceased t o exist as a.n independent 

state, and were still recognizing the compet ence ot 

the Ministers ot Czechoslova.kia in both Paris and 

London . They desired to continue to recognize these 

Mini ster s as representing the Czechoslovak State until 

it should be possible to recreate a Czechoslovak State. 

They could see no ba sis tor a Benes pr ovisi onal govern­

ment, except Benes's desire to place himself at the 

head ot somet hing again . 

Moreover , 
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Moreover, nearly everyone in political life in 

both France and England considers that Benes is an 

utterly selfish small person who, through his cheap 

smart.ness in little things and his complete laolc of 

wisdom in large things , permitted the disintegration 

of his country. 

I have been told that Benes has the Czechoslovak 

Minister in Washington more or less in his pocket, and 

I am writing you this letter because I think it is 

important that our Government shoUld take the same 

line as the French and British Governments. 

There will be a Czech Army formed in France . All 

the agreements necessary for the setting up of this 

army will be made and signed by Osusky , the Czech 

Uinister in Paris, who will oontinue to be recognized 

as the representative of Czechoslovakia on the principle 

that Czechoslovakia "is not dead but sleepeth". 

I think our Government should take the same line. 

You will get into endless embarrassment, if you try to 

recognize a provisional government which has no exist­

ence and no author! ty anywhere. We can and shoUld keep 

up the fiction that the Czech Kinister in \Vaehington 

represents the Czechoslovak State . If he asks for 

advice, he should be told that he should cooperate 

fUlly with the Czech llinhter in France who 1s organ­

izing the Czech Army and is recognized by the French 

Government 
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Government as the sole representative of the Czechoslovak 

State. 

Incidentally, the Czech Mini ster in Paris, Osusky, 

was for seventeen years an American citizen, a highly 

successfUl lawyer in Chicago, and during the war, one 

of my hired men when I was running the information on 

the enemy in the State Department . Indeed , the reputa­

tion I then acquired as a prophet was largely due to my 

use of Osusky's brains. 

Our Military Attache in Prague used to say that all 

Czechs could be divided into two classes : 1 , Masaryk; 

2 , just Czechs . Osusky has the advantage of being a 

Slovak! 

Good luck. 
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Dear J,lr . President: 

~~~r _,-•. ~ .. ' ·­

fb . f, I. \J 

London , July 26, 1941 . 

You will doubtless have seen from rn.y telecram 

No . 3069 of J uly 18 , 10 p . L •• , to the Department 

of S~ato the account of the action taken by the 

British Government in extending formal recognition 

to the Czechoslovak Government in London . Prior 

to this action being taken by the British Government , 

I had discussed the rnntter very f ully alone the l ines 

you desi red with t .r , .::don and he gave me on July lst 

a confidential tnemorandum setti ng forth the C'.overn­

ment •s attitude t ovmrd recognition of Czechoslovaki a 

and various considerations which it was felt must 

form the basis of such reoognition , even though they 

did not ful ly meet the wishes of Dr . Benes . 

The uncondit ional recognition of Dr . Bones' 

Government by Russia prasented the British with a 

fait accompli , as they had not been previously 

The President, 
The ·:/hite House, 

':iashington . 
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consulted , and to a certain decree their hand was 

forced . ).;r . Eden ' s memor andum is therefore past 

his t ory , but 1 thou3ht it would be of i nter:est t o 

tho Depart ment of 3tate , a nd possibly to you , to 

have it as a part of tho record , together with an 

account of oral explanations given by the Foreicn 

Office . I am therefore enclosing a copy of my 

despatch No . 1013 of July 24 to the Department , 

together with a copy of the Foreign Of fice uemor an­

dum. 

Respectfull y yours , 

Enclosure : 

As stated . 
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LCIIJ)()I, ol'al;r 16, lNl. 

!f!ICJLJ '• • • I p • •• 

... lOU 

IU~a ll'iUU o.n..-''• Po..-.1 
1Hop1Uoa or 'be OIOUollOftk 
Oo ........ ,. 

'fbo IIHorsblo 

111'1 

'fbo IHrokr;r of 1\ak, 

•lllllac'-· 1).0. 

WlUa roteroaoo '• ~ klopua ... IOel of M:r 

11, 10 P••· roporUq ._, u.o .. ut.a Oon_., bad 

ukDdo4 fo..-.1 rooo.aUlOD k , .. O .. olaedoftk OonPil• 

_, la ts toa, l ban \lie~· k -1•••• •• of 

1/ Moq o ..s lakro•'• a .-.;r of a _....,.. claW M:r 

1, lNl, ahOD M •:r •· .._, *lu 4M11 wlUa 'be 

o-.oolUoa or \lae 0~ .... ..-.., IUI4 u.o 
pooolblo to .. of ,.,op1\lOD k bo aooor4o4 \bo latter. 
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I ba4 wUil Ill'· U.a &or\17 at\er IQ' "'"'"' \o 

t.Mdon, ill wb.leb I ••U~ UM trel14u••• illtor­

ol\ ill UM lael~&~loa ill UM Caeaboalo.ak Go••-' 
ot \Ita toou prtaelpal alllorlUoe ot UM tor..r 

Cllabollo'r&k 1\a\e ill or4er UMt UM\ 0."~' 

al&b' be a4e •• repreoaauu .... •• .PO .. lbll. llblle 

\Ita rooa.a&Ddatloaa wltb reapeot to reooiD!tloa ooa­

kllle4 ill \Ita lllOlO .. cl -l'&DclWI ba'JI bOlA I"POrOOclOcl 

bJ \Ita ao\ ot toi'Ml. reoop1Uoa Wbleb the BrlUab 

OO•oraaeat tolt lt acl•ieablo \o oatoacl tollowLac \be 

e\ep \aaa ill tb.le roprcl b7 \Ita llll .. iaa oo ......... ,, 

I bell••• that aa aooouat ot the illtor1a cle'Jolo~ato, 

aa shea bJ aa ottlolal ot the Porelp Ottloe, -1 be 

ot •- latlreet to \be Dopart•at . 

It wlll be reoallOcl troa tho lllba .. J'• tolosraa 

10. IIU ot .. , 10, lKl, tllat 1a roplJ \a Jlr, ...... , 

wiab tor OOIIPllto ,!! J!!:! rooop1U• ot b.la O."nMat, 

tho lrlUab ..,.,_,ill Ue o etoauoa ot .. , ae -u- lU -••ra \Ita\ lueb reooaalU• al&bt toreo 

\Ita 11ae1ta Oo••-t 1a trapo to \aka a etaad apinat 

Dr. Joaoe or be •J"hcl r,... ottleo b7 t1ta o..-.... n 
will be rooallocl tlartbar tllat \be .. 1\lab a. ... ..._, 
1\a\ecl 1a 1\1 ••--•L1'oaU• \Ita\ U wUW to be aonrOcl 

tllat to-.1 NllpUl• et Jlr, ._., wwl4 Mt J..,aftbo 

\be .. u ..... u • •• P"••' ed"l.aa bet- bla aa4 

\be Baalla ..... _,, ud ..U Mt be cletr~tal to 

tbt •- AlUM ea~aoe. ftiO Porelp Ottlll late .... • 

tllat/ 
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\bat ebor\17 \here&rhr Dr. 8aa .. helh,..4 to tun1u 

-••lac &11\lfta&&l 1a tllia re1U'4, &1104 Ulat the 

111'1\Sab Oon..-at ba4 thea pre .. e4e4 wltb a plea tor 

\Ill INI•toKl ot tu-reaohiAI toi'Ml reoopH1oa 

nliJaot \a aar\aln reuna\loDI raprdlaa po1t-war 

\arrUorial utU-n\1, Thh plu ••• 81l'ba1tta4 to 

~~ DoalDloo OOYara.an\1 wlliab, bo••••r, objao\&4 to 

1t •• 10111& too tar, aA4 oonaa,~antl7 t ba 11'1t1ah 

Oon..-n t ritb4J'n H u4 aullaUt~t•4 ~he .. ,.. 804 .. t 

propeaala re1&J'4111& reaopliUOD ooota1Da4 1a the -­

...- aUaohad hereto. 

!baaa propoaala ware at1ll UDder 41•au•a1on with 

the Doa1D1011 Oo•a-nta at ~~ t~ wbaD ~~ lbuai&D 

Oo•ara.an\ baatowad ro .... l reoop1t1on on tba &IDII 

Oon..-nt '117 ao11alla41Jia \Ill &~re-at .... u.m.<~ 1a ., 

tal~ Jo, 1061 at '-17 1,, 8 P••• 184 Jo, 1041 of 

lll17 1', t P••• !baaa 41Yal.,...,a 1D a aar\aia MUI 

t.IDaa toread u.a 11'1t1u Oon..-..t'• baa4. .u .... u-..4 

... ., tal•• ...... liOit or J\&17 18, 10 •••• , \ba 

JrlUu .. .,._, ba4 u oppoi'Wa1t7 to .-...lt the 

o-•a•• a~\barlUu wt c01ll4 -.l7 1atora thlll of ita 

deald• 184 \Ill ••••• *lab n taU aballl4 ~iahl7 

lNI talola W an-4 fai'Ml 1'1UpU1M. U 1a INI11na4 

'117 till Pal'llca Ottlaa that u.a o-•a•au rill, -••r, 

...,....1&\1 u.a au.-\auaa UDder willa tllia 4ao1a101l 

... \allaa &1104 wlll lllreriaa ao\ oiiJaat to \Ill to ... or 

the raaanatloal r•a•r41DI polt•ftl' tarrltorial 

aatU-b/ 
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_,, ·-•l'll1Ja& llblob tbOJ' t.ft IIDitel'doM p.re-.J. .... lf 
u ban ... torKI.JM4 oertatn llioshlaa•. 

tbe ""' ot .,. , 14on•• nota u Ill', *M$• tba 

Ot.oebao1o.ak r orolp llnlotor, wblob ••• olte4 1n ., 

tololf'&8 10 . 1011 ot lUlJ 18, 10 P••• boo not boon 

pu'bllllbe4 t.ft4, •• .. nuone4 1D tbot telas raa, allouU 

bo l'al"f'de4 aa aoorot and cont14ont1al . l otlooo t.p• 

....,. .... 1n the 11'1t1ob l'reu an JlllJ lt wro o...ti.JM4 

pP1nllpt.ll7 to tho atota .... t \bat u.a lll'ltlah oon,_.t 
bad el<t....sa4 °tlll1 I'OOOI!Jlitlon° to l)r, laaaa U 

Pl'ea14ant ot t ho oaaoboa1oY&k, ROpubllo. It ... at.alt· 

UOOilal7 aan-ON tbot MJ', Pb1llp J, 8, llohole1 U 

ottlola.l 1n tiM 111'1 Uab rordp ottloo , bod booa appo1nte4 

lll'1Ut.b 11D1otor to tbo O .. ebaalo.ak .. ._.,_, with 

pr.o ... t .. u1ac tho o .. U.alnak ao.o.-t baa aot ,.., 

UDOila004 tho appola-t at a lllah\or u tba •tttab 

oon-.t. 

J ohn o. Winant . 

-lOIVOI• 
1/ ...... \04 . 

lDIIII'f'CI 

(A OOP7 ot Ullo .. opa'-h ...s· oaalaiNPO la bola& 
... , to tho Pl'eo14aa\ ) , 
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C:s:A'U Ul to 

Arter tiM O.r.an ontf'T 1Dto Prapo 1D lareh, 11111, 

Bb BaJ .. tJ'• CkiYo-nt in the UDlted nqdoa oontlzNH 

to reoOSDiaa tAa C•ooboaloY&k Lesation 1D London and 

O .. ohoaloY&k Oonaulatoa 1D Brit1ab torritof7. ?boir 

podUon baa not obaqod alnoo and Bla llajaatJ'• Ckl•orn­

•nta 1D tlw DowiDSou ban adopted a olailar atUtv.4o. 

a. Utor the outbreak of war, Bla llaJo•tJ'• 

Oo••ruaent roooantood on ROtA Dooaabor, 111111 tbe Oaoabo­

llOYalr .. tional COIII1ttoa •aa qualitlad to reprooant tho 

caoabo-lloY&k pooploo and 1D partloular to aako arr&n~•­

•nta tor tho rooonotrQotlon ot tbe Caooho-aloY&k ~ 

in Pranoo . • 

I. Ono ot tiM •14 oond1Uona aado b7 Bla BajoatJ'• 

Oonrnant tor turtber roooSDtUan fta tbat J)r. lonoa 

ohould bo able to ooo\U'O aroator UD1t7 -.ac tiM Oaoobo 

aiMl llnaka abroad. 'l'!Uo na tlnallJ aablo•ed Ulrou&b a 

reoonoillatton bot .. an Dr. lonoa and tbe aloY&k loader 

and torar c .. aboeloY&k Prla B1Dhtor, Dr· Bo4u, and 

Oil 18th h17, llltO a PrOYhl-1 O .. aboal..U O.Yo..-Dt 

na reooSDtood. 1'lo-t Jlallt'u•o letter to Dr. lonoo 

OODYOJinc t1U1 rooo&DlU• oontalnod tiM tollowb& 

paaaaa•• •uo BaJoatJ' 1 o. .. ..-t note tbat u.. 
per•-•1 ot tblo prOYld~ o... ...... t 11 iatoMod 

to bo repreeoataUYO ot tho COOOh u4 lloY&k pooploa, 
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Ul4 1t 1o uD4eroioo4 to be Ulo ill\oaUoa tbat Ulo 

leU~ COI&IIOU (to whioh Dr. Beau bad prn1ouelr 

retoll'Hd) ahO\lld &leo bo 1'1lll7 repruoaktln 111 

obaNoter Ul4 ooaprho wlth111 lte Maberohip reooazdoed 

aaooh allcl llo?&k loodora obl'O&d wbo are aot olrea4J 

llloludod 1.n tbo pro•1a1oaol OoYOI'IIMat•. 

I , 4 llat Of t ho MabOI'I Of thO Pl'oY1o1oaol 

QaoobooloYok 00YOI'IIMIIt and Of t bo Otbor MabOI'I Of 

Ulo lat1oaol Couao1l 11 o t toohed. fba llo?&ko oro 

.arl<ad w1tb 0 01'001, 1t will be I 0011 tbot olX Of tba 

thlrtooa aoabora or tho ao .. rnsoat oro Slo•ol<o. 

5. IB tbo .. u s ot1at1011a wl\h Dr. lleua 110tbllls 

•• aa1d about Ulo 1Doluoloa or a JIU\hoa1on ropruoat­

ot1 .. ln tbo Caoohoolo?&k ltato .. oblllory o111oa 

(a ) lt • • uaoorto.l a wbo\hor 1t would ••ontuoll7 pro•• 

doolroblo to prooo t or tho roturD or IUU10111o fro. 

Buns• rr t o aooohoaloYOI<la1 

(b) Dr. -· •••- rillllls to loon thio quoeUoa 111 

oboronoo alld 

(o ) thoro aro DO ouh\oa4111c lll&boaiu loo4ora. It wlll, 

howonr, be eooa that - roproaoDtatlYO or IUth oDlo 1a 

111 toot 111olu 4od 1a tbo ltoto a-u. llo JaJ•-'r'• 

OoYOI'IIMDt nUl OOGddor tbot U -.-14 be wloor to loon 

tbo h\hollloa quoaU• 1a obeJOMO Ul4 ut to proju4co 

tho tuturo or thio rolotsnl:r .all Ul4 ... S...Ortaa' 

oa-nlt:r • 

., • .. • ..,...., ••• - Ulo 0\hol' hoM, bo• 

,, ....... 
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al.ea to tbe lu4etea probl .. eDd 41aouaaloaa betwean 

Jlr, leMa aa4 Dr • .Jakaoh, leader ot t he roii'Mr lu4etea 

loolal n.-oNUo PartJ, beft been eno.,......ad. Dr . 

leua bea lett open au .. ata 1D tbe latlODal Cowuall 

tor ludetan reproaentathaa and hu orraro4 one or tbe 

two Yloe-Prealdenoleo t o • Sudeten. S.Yeral talke 

haft taken plaoa between Dr. Benet a nd Dr. lakaoh, but 

there 1a lit t le hope or a oatiaractoi'J aol ut1on in 

preoeat olro~tanoea ror tha following reeoonat • 

(1) Dr • .Jakeoh can onl7 apeak tor one 1111nor1t:r Sudahn 

Part:r and not toll' t he SUdeten a....... •• a whole . 

(11) Man:r Oaeoha at ~ would be ahooked b:r oonoeaalona 

t o Sudeten Oer.ano,whoa the:r hold larsel:r reapeaaible 

tor tbe1r pre .. nt opprau1on . 

( 111) Dr • .Jakaoh doeo not wiah t o ooooalt hlluoelr on tba 

tora ot e.detan aooooiatlon with a c aeobnaloYak ltate wmt11 

the rut .... a\ana aa4 lnter.al at ... enro or auob a e\ate 

..., be •ra olearl:r tore•••• at a later •"a• ot tbe ar. 

hr tba prea ... t, tbararora, lie laJut:r•• O.Yel'ti!Mnt eaa­

Mt 1• beJoad the a\t1t114e the:r haft hitherto \aDa up 

that, pea41DI a aoluUaa ot the 41ttleu1Uu bet- Dr • 

...... aa4 the lu4eiee -.Nth lea.S.ra, theJ .... , 

reaern tbe paaU1• aa NIU"h the OMel»alnak Qeftl'll· 

••t•a ..... 1 .. ot laa1a1aUft atbOri\7 OYer aartala 

ca-alenl< aaU-.1• (1·•· llo.s.tea oa ..... aa4 other 

d.lu14ant el-u) aa4 the1r pro,.rtJ la tbh •-'I'J• 
a. fta e-.1u1a u U.t n ~• ber41J be 

,.u1ble/ 
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poaalbla lD ppaaaat o1rou..t&aoaa to •Prea&• tor a 

c .. oboaloftlr 1•n,.....t &114 latloaal Oowao1l Ciob 

~d be IIOH rapraaaatatha than the adainidraUoa 

ot Dr. BeD••. 
11. A further requut baa llOW be all raoai n d t roa 

Dr. &all•• tor tull reao&Jlitloll ot the c aeohoalo•ak Oo••ra­

.. at Oil t he .... baoio •• other Allied Oo•erll881ltl now 

la Jasl&lld. Dr Balle• &Ad bie adainiatration alr eadr 

raoeive in praati oe alaoot idelltleal treat .. nt with the 

ether Allied aoveraaenta llOW ill the oaited Kingdom, and 

there ... d itti oul t leo ill the war ot ... ttns Dr. Bane•• 

requ .. t t or tull reaopU.tloa. It 1a honnr 1aport ant 

to give turtbor 81l00Ur&&e .. nt to the caeahoelovak pop­

uletiOD at home aod to ahow thea that the i r laadare i n 

Loadon are regarded •• bains oa the .... laTel with the 

other exiled aaUOD&l laadara llOW hera. Bla .. jutr'• 

Go•er..ae~t are tbaratora oonta.plat1Dg tbe following 

lllter.adiate aolution Ciob t ha7 uoderat&Ad algbt aat1ef7 

Dr. Banu for tbe t188 batns , 

(1) Th• tera •rra.tei-1" would ao lODCel" ill praoUoe be 

uaed to deaorlbe tba oaaohoalowak GoTera.eat, but t hle 

~ld aot .e&ll that tull reoocnitloa had baall a ooorded. 

(I ) loa ottiaial ot llllidel"lal I'&Dir wOilld be appointed 

•• "Jrltieh Dlpl ... tla aapreaea\ati•• to til& oaaahoalo~ 

IOTera.aat•. A •caaabealaftlr Piploaatle Repreealltatin" 

-u be raoe1Ted lD rataa 1t t11a oaaebealonk 

ten-at wlabed \a a,..lllt - 1a ad41U• ta or lutaed 

or thAI/ 
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or t» pl' .. ont c .. Ohoelovalc Charge d 1llra1Ne. 

theeo Ropl'eaantattvee would not pl'oeent le t tol'l or 

ol'edenoe, and \hell' appolntm.nt would not 1nvolvo 

~11 !'loosnttton. 

10. Wben putting t hie pi'Opoeal to Dr. Benaa, 81• 

.. Joetr•• dovei'Daent would (a ) repeat t be e t atement 

.. d. at the tt.e or t ho I'ICOgnltlon ot the PI'OY1a1oaal 

dovernaent that t hey do no t ooNait tbeeoelvea to 

l'ooolftlee or euppol't t ho oatabliahment i n the futul'o 

or anr pal'tlcular tl'ontlor e 111 Col\ tral li:UI'OPOI (b) 

l'opeat tho I'OaeruUon dhcuaaed o.bo ... :r oaa:rd1ng tho 

poaltlon or Sudeten Gei'K&Da and o tber d1a o ld e~t ole .. nt•• 

(o) maintain t heir prooent at t itude or r e eor •• l'ega :rdln& 

Dr. Bonea• cla 1a that t here hoe been no lDtel'ruptlon ln 

tho Ju:r141oal cont1nu1tr ot the Ocooboolovo.k Ropublie 

and to aet aeldo tbla queetlon tor coneldero.tion at tho 

appropl'iate .... at . 

PORBIGI OPPIOB, a.w.l. 

li t MJ, u•1. 



B·l• 8NMic. 
Clanal'&l a . ID&r· 

,. Cl-l'&l a. Ylaat. 
Dr. 1. Olltrau. 
Dr. B. Rlplra • 

IC B • JIIA Baa&l')'k. 
)It • · I· t.lo!lner. 
" Dr. a. o ... q. 
)I B· lo lebo. 

•· •· J.-o. 
Ill'· L. hlaraband. 
Dro lo BeNio 

>< Dr. 1 . 8ln11c. 

B·- lleYen For.ar Par11 ... ntar7 Dlp~tiea. 

II. R. BIObJ11le, Soo1al Deaooorat. 
Jf Dr. •· llo4aa, lgNrian. 
,. l&r• llaobi~elc, 8lo•ak People'• part7 • 
.... ~llco.a-vorlo••• Soolal Deaoorat. 
11. a. t..ul.a.n, 8oo1al Dlaoorat. 
•· a .... Unlra, Batlonal Union part7. 
11. p, Uhlir, Bational Sooialiat. 
•· Voju Ban .. , Jatioual Soc1al1a t . 
Proteaeor ;r . s. Kosak, lational 8oo1al1at. 
•· Y. DaY14, Batlonal SOolallat. 

c.- B1gbt Bxpert• an4 8peo1al1ata. 

' Dr. 11. llal.a, Oenel'al S.orata1'7 ot the Ca tbollo par\J• 
Proteaaor L. llaaaada. 
Dr. J\.lllua Fuertb, tbe leat11n& C&aob ~bllaber. 
Dr. Prlaa-.t, tor.ar bead ot M.-io eaoUon ot 

caeohoal oYik Foralsn orttoe . 
Oapuia CJuu• naiaMrs, teat-r. 

" 11. V14c , toraor .-..r ot tbe IDduatrlal partJ• 
Dr· Paftl Ol'bara, ra•r .. aauU'fl ot lub-o .... tbiaa 

RutbaDia. 
,.. Dr. 1an ~aplo•11, ... lal ~rat eoiDOalat. 
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