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This message must be Mexico City

elosely paraphrased be-

fore being communicated Dated September 6, 1939

to anyone, (Br)
Rec'd 12:02 a.,m,,3ept, 7th

Seerctary of State,

Wwashington,

£72, September 6, 6 p.m,

We have lesrned very confidentially from the French
Legation that the desy after war was Arclarcd v France
on Germany, Suarcz sent for the Frearh Comuerc-ral Attache
to muke him a proposition to have either cine French
Government or French private interests make extensive
purchases of Mexico,. .At the seme time he offered to
work out a plan of industrial collaboration with the
French, The French Commercial Attache had for some time
prior to the declaration of war urged his Government to
consider the purchase of Mexican oil in exchange for
French exports, He has never received any reply to
these suggestions from the French Government and French
Legation considers it unlikely that the French Govern-
ment will at present favorably consider offers of oil
from Mexico. They consider the suggestion of industrial

collaboration mede by Suarez to be impracticable,
We



-2- #272, Scptember 6, 6 p.m. from Mexlco City

We learn informally and confidentially from
Petrolcos Mexicanos that the German Legation and the
Mexicon Gevernmment have reached an understanding to
continue snipments of oil to Germany via Italy and to

reccive German or Italian goods in return via Italy.

DANIELS

JAL:TR



GFFIC AL TIDME TO

THE SECRETARY OF STATE
T D.e

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

September 7, 1939,

The Secretary of State encloses copies of the

telegrams and despatches indicated below.

8ince some of this material was transmitted in
one of the Department's confidential codes, it would
be appreciated if the enclosures could be returned to

the Department as 8oon as convenient for appropriate

disposition.

Bnoclosures!

Telegrame Nos. 372, Mexico City;
. 5281, Cnungking.



454 {5h//ff October 9, 1939.
\1

French purchases in the United States

S8ince the war broke out, the French Air Mis-
sion has placed to date the following orders, subject to
a contingent clause in case the embargoc on arms should

not be lifted:

1) Contracts signed:

by the embargo plants 640 trucks § 5.650.000
Sperry Giroscope (256 searchlights 256

*, Not affected (General Electric (128 searchlights,384 power
sound locators 5.960.000

United Aircraft (2.250 engines, latest
model Pratt Whitney SC4G) 41,000,000

Glenn Martin (130 planes, bombers#167) 13.400.000
Curtiss (630 planes: 530 P. 36 and
100 P 40-Jug sloliv, 23.500.000

Wright (1440 engines) 28,000,000

2) Contracts to be signed within a week:

Lﬁﬁﬁfbbﬁft({- — Beechcraft (500 planes) 27.000.000
North American (200 planes Model BT9 same

as pre war order) 4.400.000

Douglas (150 planes DB 7 10,400,000

159,300,000

The Curtiss, Glenn Martin and Douglas are

to be equipped with engines Pratt Whitney SC4G.



The French Air mission contemplates to purchase
100 more Douglas. If the U.S., Army gives the release
for the latest Douglas A 20, the additional purchase
would be 150 ships. General Arnold's decision will be

known in a few days.

l aarcglightn. The French Government needs very
Prr el AL “,

,Pﬂ\diji badly the searchlights which are not subject to the

} y embargo, and would be of the utmost value for the
anti aircraft defense of the big cities. Under the
contracts the deliveries are to start in February but
will not be important before April. The U.S. Army has
placed a large order for the same searchlights, and
thesxdeliveries will start in November. Would it be
possible to shift the deliveries from the American to

the French contract.



Orders placed in FParis

(Contracts to be signed here)

1) Maechine tools
Cincinnati Milling - 120 machine tools ¢ 800.000

Brown & Sharp 350 - " 2.500,000

National Acme 50 . . 400.000

2) Trucks and motorbycicles

White 2.500 trucks Frice not yet
settled

Studebaker 2,500 " ¢
Indian 5.000 motorbycicles "



October 16, 1939,

Frenah:lurohasuu in the United States,
M e

Since October 9 , the French M Commisslons haseplaced to

date the following orders, subject to a contingent clause in case
the embargo on arms should not be lifted:
1). Contracts signed:

North Amerlcan: 200 planes Model BT9,same as pre-war
DI‘dﬂI‘, and 40 sparsa BnEmaluI--illiiillliil‘-$ 5.%1,473120

Douglas: 170 planes DB7 and spare partSesssssss... 15,838,305,00

United Aircraft: 600 englnes and 600 propellers... 7,591,000.00
(option lifted on a previous contract)

Indian Motorcycle Co.t 5000 motorcycleSescessssss 2,409,750,00

2)« Contractas to b_cguigud:
0B S wnal Wb jdé ¢
Douglas: 100 planes A+20, subject to decision
nr UiSi miiiil TEEE] Priﬁﬂ not ?Bt
settled.

Wright: 455 motors double 8peedesessss ssssssnas



October 30, 1939,

French purchases in the Unlted States.

S8ince Qctober 23, the French Missions have placed to date the
following orders, subject to a contingent clause in case the arms

embargo should not be lifted.

l.- WHITE MOTOR CO., Cleveland Ohioc. Contract of

October 19,1939, 1500 trucks at $2,008,98 F.0.B.
ClavalmaliiiiiiilIl$ 3,&1’,4?0--

spara PartH.I.'IllIi..Itii’.._q'il' 1':":' mul_
TUPAL munt uf cuntract-'.‘.‘-iilil...'l..li.t. ''''' l-: SJIIE';iuI-

2,- E.,N. ELISS €0, Brooklyn, N.Y. Contract of

October 24' 1939, 3 machine tools {prasseﬂ}-----.--.t 112,@0-‘*

Jes= CHRYSLER CORPN., Detroit, Michigan. Contract of

October 26, 1939, 1500 trucks type VH48 at $1,134,.75s$ 1,702,125.-
4,- DOUGLAS,. 100 motors DB7. Contract of October 20,1939:$10,483,200,-

G.- CURTISS WRIGHT. propellersa,
Contract of October 31,1939:§ 9,158,125.-




DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

June 12, 1940

Uy dear Mr, President:

Mr, Mahoney, the Canadlan Chargé d'Affaires
ad interim, celled at the Department on June 1l2th
and left a copy of a telegram dated June 10th from
the Canasdian Minister in France to the Secretary of
State for External Affairs at Ottawa, with the re-
quest that this telegram be transmitted to you. I
enclose a copy this telegram,

Fal 1ly yours,

Enclosure:

Copy of telegram dated
June 10, 1940,

The President,
The White House,
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HRH
TELEGRAM
From The Canadien Minister in France
To The Secretary of State for External Affalrs, Canada .

—Meaa-aREgHEY AND PERSONAL
CYPHER
No. 135

Parils, June 10th, 1940,

No. 135. Most Secret and Personasl. NMilitary
Attache has asked me to send the followlng message, Begina:

I was received by Generel Weygand late last
night at his G.H.Q. Colonel Horace H, Fuller, United
States Military Attache at Parls accompenlied me,

General Weygand stated:

(1) Fresent situation very critical and not
hopeful;

(2) Enemy have great numerical superlorlity in
men including fresh divisions;

(3) French heve inflicted heavy losses on the
enemy, men and war materisl, but French have suffered
heavy losses;

(4) Prench will continue fighting as long
as the men have arms; this statement made twlce In the
gourse of convergation. As heavy casualtles occur on
both sides CGermany will still have conslderable strength
when France completely exhausted;

(5) French have no reserve war material heving
put &1l available men and armaments into the fight.
French and British armlies lost great gquentities of equip-
ment of all kinds in northern France. His only hope was
to obtain equipment already promlsed from the Unlted
states. He gXdg mentioned T5 calibre fleld guns

particularly,/
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particularly, but there 1s also question of planes and
other articles. French Armament Bureau, War ministry
informs me only 6 tanks end 12 fleld pleces avallable
a8 replacementa;

(6) Four divisions are expected to land in
France from the British Isles during entire course of
the present month. General Weygand expects First Cansdian
Divielon in France within two or three days;

(7) GCeneral Weygand satisfied that the British
are sending as many reinforcements as warranted by
avellable stocks of armaments. Would be necessary French
supply guns to some British divisicns but have no spare
Eunsj

(B) No greater efforts could possibly be
asked of French armies; General Weygand had nothing but
admiration for his men who ape fighting w.'l.thuf: :f
having any rest;

(9) Long resistance impomsible unless the
United States declares war immediately. Germany would
then reconslder her position and such setion on the
part of the United States would meke Allled vietory
possible;

(10) Doumenc, Chief of Staff to General
Weygand, r epeated that the French armles will fight as
long as arms avallable,

General Weygand's remarks can be summed up in

one way only: Those who can help must do so now. Ends.

CANADIAN MINISTER
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This telegrom must be
closely paraphrascd bee
fore belng commnicated
to anyone, (Br)

Secretary of State
Washington

TRIPLE PRICRITY
15

3, Jung X&; 5 p,m,

(Paris)
Bordeaux

L
Dated June™&E, 1940

Recld 2:48 am,

I feel that I should make 1t gntirely clear that

the French Government 1s now faced with only two

alternatives namely to sueg for peace which would of

course have to be unconditlonal or to move to North

Africa and continue the fight,

The declsion as to which

to teke wlll depend on the nature of your reply and the

Encouragement or lack theregof contained in 1t,

If the former is chosen it is probable that your

medlation will be asked with a vlew to reduclng the

harshness of the German terms == the probable severity

of which I belleve 1s too dimly realized even by the

Governmenty Those that advocate surrender stress the

very real likelihood of uprising of an enraged people

against the masters, both politlcal and industrial, who

have so criminally betrayed and deceived them: the

innocent will suffer with guilty and much blood will flow,

They

e

-



=2=#3, June 16, 5 pems from (Paris)Bordeaux,

They also point to German vengeance which will be wreaked
on France for continuance of the struggle from Africa

and loss of the uncaptured fleet, They questlon the
morale of a French evacuated army in Africa whose
families are left to Nazi rule,

Those who urge removal of the Government to North
Africa foresee that only thus can a free and independent
France survive; that enly thus can the symbol of a
living Prance be malntoined; that only thus can the
French fleet be kept afloat for the democracles.

The deeision will be taken tomorrow morning,

BIDDLE



CK (Paris)

This telegram must be Bordeaux
closely paraphrased be=-
fore being communicated Dated June 16, 1940

to anrone, (Br)
Reo'd 5:00 aene
Seoretary of State

Washlngton

TRIPLE PRIQRITY

4, June 16, 1 aeme

ASRFSEFF—GONILRENTIARE FOR PRESIDENT AND THE
SECRETARY,

The cabinet unanimously decided to ask for the
terma of an armistice. They have asked the British in
view of the agreement between the two Allies for thelr
concurrence in this move, They expect to have the
British answer tomorrow and this has just been confirmed
to me by my Brltish collEaguEk,

Reynaud to whom I delivered your message at 7 and
whom I saw agaln at midnight explained that only by such
a move could he show the French people who haé%ZﬁEpt
in utter ighorance of the real gravity of the military
sltuation the severity of German bterms and jJustlfy a
flight of the Government "to Africa or England", ("I
only hope they won't be too moderate" he sald).

I feel, and the British, I find concur, that the
dangers of this move and the shock to the morale of both

the



~2=#4, June 16, 1 a,m, from (Paris) Bordeaux,
the army and the people wlll far outwelgh the pollitical
advantazes, I believe furthermore that differcnces
within the Government as to future policy may well
gendanger such plans as they may have for removal
elsewhere, While Handel and Campinechi favor continuance
of the filght Petaln and Weygand (who ineredible as
it may seem appear to feel that a real "negotiated"
pEaceE is possible) urge surrender,

(END OF SECTION ONE)

BIDDLE



CK (Paris)

Thia telegram must be Bordeaux
closely paraphrased be=
fore bzing cammunlcated Dated June 16, 1940

to anyone, (Br)
Rectd 5:40 a.m,
Secrebary of State
Washington

TRIPLE FRIORITY

4, Jung 16, 1 a.me(SECTION TVO)

I have emphasized throughout my conversatlons with
all the members of the Government with whom I have
talked the vital importance of maintaining the freedom
ol the French flect, I am relieved to say that tonight
I learn that Reynaud obtalned, after a real battle in
which he threatened to resign, the approval of his
Government not repegat not to surrender the fleet at any
costey Of this heg, Mandel and Campinchl all assured me
tonights

I of course impressed upon them that to thls end
the maintenance of a free and untrammeled Government was
gssentlialy that without continuance of such a Government
the American people might find thelr continuance of the
materinl ald being rendered the Allles a contrlbution
to democrncy which was Justifled nelther by 1deal nor
uttlity, This I sald was olearly and pointedly brought
out in your message of this afternoon,

(END OF MESSAGE)

EMB BIDDLE
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CK GRAY

(Paris)
Bordeaux

Dated June 16, 1940

ReEc?d 5:05 a.me

Sgorgtary of State
Washlngton

RUSH

S, June 16, 2 C.o,

Wwhaleg I do not wish to appear alarmist I am
convinced that the Department should imaediately take
under consideration the probable need for Energency
evacuation from France to.a nearby neutral port of
Americons still remaining in this area, The problem
may well (#) 1tself within a few hours or days and
our warships now at Lisbon appear to offer the only
feasiblc solutlion. It is of ocourse a likelihood as
I have nointed out of an early uprising and ensulng
conditions of near chaocs which compels me to urge

you to rive lrmedlate consideration to this questlon.

I shall telegroph an estimate of the approximate

number of Americans now in the Bordeaux and Blarrlitz
reglons aond sugzested evacuatlon polnts,.
BIDDLE

EMB
(#) opparent omission
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This telegra m must be

closely paraphrosed be= Bordeaux

fore being communicated

to anyone (br) Dated June 16, 1940

Ree'd 3:43 penas
Secretary of 3tate

Washington

TRIPLE PRIORITY

6, June 16, 4 pe.

My telegrams Nos. 3, June 15, 5 p.m. and 4, June 6,
1 am.

Differences of opinion continue within the Gevermient,
No decision was taken ag to coursc of action at this
morning's cabinet meeting pending receipt of the British
reply which is expected to be delivered this afternoon.
A further Council of Ministers 1s schedwled to begin at

5 this evening.

BIDDLE
Wil
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REP ﬂv*p

GRAY
BORDEAU
Dated Juneg 16

Ree'd 1:10 a.re June 17

Secretory of State

Taghlngton

TRIPLE PRIORITY
11, June 16, midnight
Petaln and a pecce cabinet have succeeded Reynoud,

(END GF SECTION ONE)

BIDDLE

REP



HSM (Paris)

This telegram must DE Bordeaux
closely paraphrased
before being communi- Dated June 16, 1940

cated to anyone. (Br.)
Rec'd 10 a, m.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

TRIPLE PRICRITY

11, Junz 16, midnight (SECTION TWO0)
The latter sent for me at eleEven tonight., He was calm and
entirely himegelf again--a man relieved of an enommous welght
but for the future of France. "I have remained faithful to
my word" he said, and loyal to my policy of closest collatora-
tion with Great Britain and the United States. I skall
always remain convinced that such 1s the only policy. The
majority felt the sacrifices France 1s being called to make
are too great to continue. I have resigned and the Presldent
has appointed Marshal Petain in my place. I am profoundly
grateful for what your President has done and I hope you
will express my gratitude.”

Petain will of course immediately seek an armistice by
direct approach, Reynaud thinks to the enemy lines.

His collaborators are Vice President Chautemps (1f he
accepts);National Defense Weygand ; Var Colson: Forelgn

Affalrs,



hsm -2- No, 11, June 16, midnight (Section.2) from Bordeaux

Affalrs Baudoin; Justice, Laval; Interior, Marquet (Mayor
of Bordeaux):; Laor, Paul Faure (leader of the pacifist wing
of the Soclalist Party); Finance Boutill; Public Works,
Frossard. The rest sald Reynaud are "of no importance”.
The Ministry of Information (so called) has been abollshed.

While it now belongs to history Reynaud referred 1n
glowing terms to Churchill "reply" thie afternoon. It was
far-reaching in scope: it meant in reality a fusion of the
two great empires, It might he sald have marked the Deginning
of a United States of Europe. The chance l.as now bezn lost,
(END KESSAGE)

BIDJLE

CSB
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HSM (Paris)
This telegram must be Bordeaux
clozely paraphrased
before being commnil- Dated June 17, 1940

cated to anyone. (Br.)
Rec'd 10:36 a, m.

Secretary of State,;
REGR

: Sat s
UNCLceest

Washington,.

2

THIPLE PHIORITY

12, June 17, 2 a. m.

¥y telegram Ho, 11, June 16, mldndght.

SR ], Boudein sent for mo oat old-
night to inform me that one hour before in the neme of th.
Petain Goverrment he hed requested the Snunish Government
to ask the German Government on what terms it would grant
an armistice. The communication te the Spanish Ambassador
which he later read to me urged that the request be trans-
mitted at the earliest possilble moment awmt that the bombiug
of French cities mipght ceasc immedliately.

In his exposg of the reasons compelling his Government
to take this grave step he aald that the French army "la
completely smashed"; that slaughter of further thousands
must be atopped; that the fight was hopeless. If the terma
of surrender received however are "umworthy of the honor or

dignity of France" they will be made public and their
unacceptablility



hsm -2- No, 12, June 17, 2 a, m., from Bordeaux

unacceptability made manifest to the French people. This
would give them courage to continue the "moral struggle";
the military battle was over, As to the fleet he assured
me formally that it would never be surrendered to Germany:
as guarantee Admiral Darlan whose views he sald are well
known on this subject had been named Minister of larine.
(His appointment to the post is I feel largely for the
purpose of reassuring the British and oursslves., Ths
Admiral's new govermment assoclates hardly insplrve complete
(#) that the Freneh £leet will remain a bulwark ageiast
Nazl aggression.)

He concluded with repeated assurances of the cardinal
policy and ardent desire of the new Governmzint to continuc
the closest collaboration with the British and ourselves.
"Nothing" he sald in conclusion, "has changed"--a vicspoint
with which many of the sons of France will take serious iassue;
they will agree with Reynaud's remark to mc "Th: new Govern-
ment will dare nothing".

BIDDLE
CSB



AB
This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- (Paris)
fore being communicated Vichy
to anyone,

Dated November 13, 1940
Reo'd 9 a.m., 13th

Secretary of State,
Waeghington.

939, November 12, 4 p.m. (SECTION ONE).

The informant mentioned in my telegram No,649,
September 37, 2 p.m. called yesterday to tell me the
true story of the de Brinon interview (my telegram
902, November 6, 4 p.m.) end German efforts to pin
responsibility for France's entry into the war on the
United States. Achenbach of the German Embassy at
Paris has for some time been working on Daladier's
private secretary Mademoiselle Mollet, along the line
that Daladier was really, from the German point of
view, a man of the best intentions; that the Germans
did not hold him responsible for the war; that he was
merely duped or misled by the United States and especially
by Ambassador Bullitt. When sufficiently indoctrinated
she was sent with the connivance of Laval to see Daladier
at Chazeron to endeavor to persuade him tc base his de-
fense on and issus a statement as to false assurances of

support



AS-2- No0.939, Nov. 12, 4 p,m. (SECTION ONe), fr. Vichy.

support from the United States, Apparently Mademoiselle
Mollet was motivated solely by a misguided desire to see
her chief released from prison and had received intimations
that such a statement would mean the end of the Riom trial
as far as he was concerned. ©Bhe was entirely unsuccessful
in her efforts much to the relief of my informant and
Daladier's attorney. During this period neither of the
latter were permitted to leave the occupied territory to
see the former Prime Minister. (I learn from Reynaud's
daughter that Mademoiselle Mollet was also sent in wain to

try to extract some compromising statement from Reynaud).

MATTHEWS
TFV
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This telegram rust bE

closely pararhras:zd be- (Paris)

fore being cormunlicated Vichy

to anyone. (C)
Dated November 12, 1940
Rec'd 6:34 p.n.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

B

939, Fovember 12, 4 p.m. (SECTION TWO).

ﬁhzﬁ this zame failed, the Germans through Achenbach
told Daladier!s lawyer that they muat go through the papers
which he had for tne defense of his client; they wuld
walt several days until Mademolselle Mollet's return but
he must promisc in the interim not to touch them. This he
finally agreed to do; the search revealed nothing
satlsfactory from the German point of view. It was then,
sald my informent, that they decided on the De Brinon
interview frankly stating that they wanted to break
something to influence cur elections. From an American
here who talked to De Brinon, I learn that the latter
merely received a telephone call stating that he would
receive the vifit of an American newspaper correspondent
and that he should give him an interview in the sense he
did, Why the Germans happengd to plek the I.N.3.
correspondent at Paris for this particular propaganda job
I do not know. This whole effort to influence the election

has



-2~ #959, November 12, 4 p.m. (SECTION TY0) from(Paris)
Vichye
has Deen so clumsily handled and so apparent that it
constitutes just one more example of Cerman pyschological
stupidity. It is however of some interest as showing
the importance which they attached to the defeat of the
President. Laval's own action, obviously at German
instigation, in the sense of a peace offensive (my
telegram Jo. 911, November 7, 6 p.m.) and the obvious
German hopes however unfounded that the President's
defeat would make this mor:z possible would seem to
constitute further straws in the wind that they are not
too happy at tht prospect of a long war and our active
meterial cooperation with the British--regardless of how
often they say that our help will arrive too late to be

effective, (END OF MESSAGE)

MATTHEWS



May 14, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE BECRETARY OF STATE
THE UNDER BECRETARY OF STATE

In view 6f the unsatisfaotory response from Marshal
Petain and General Hunt to my mes , What would you
think of something along following 1!-:

For Leahy -~ Please deliver the following mes
from the President to Marshal Petain in person if possible:

"The President has, as the Marshal well
knows, an old and deep affection for him and
understands the extreme pressure whioh is
being exercised on the Harshal and his Govern-
ment by the Cermans.

The President feels, however, that insofar
as the future of the world and the writing of
history is conocerned, the time is now at

for decisions which should not be open %o

future misconstruction.

France is today operating under the terms
of an Armistioce and this m:‘iu s in
effect, that the French Colonial Empire would
not be violated by the Cermans.

This prlnmnu that it would be defended
by Frenchmsen in t Colonial Empire against all
forms of attack from the outside.

This was in aotual faot carried out at
Dakar and elsevhere against attempted use of a
pr:rll.nu of the Colonial Empire by BEritish arsed

roes.

It 19, in the Judgment of the President
equally anmatter of Lm for Frenchmen to ul‘-nl
that Colonial Empire against any other fomm of
-hﬁtu use or cocupation by any other nmation,
inoluding the Cerman.
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The President is thinking in Serms not
only of the present but of future thz and
he ¢s that the Marshal ocan give him olear-
out assurance that the Marshal and the Govern-
ment of France has ordered the Colonial Govern-
ments in Africs, in Asia Minor and in the Far
East to show no dlsorimination toward the
Germans by ssoenoe in the use of French

territory by Germans.

The President feels that this would
heartsn the world, and that as a life-long
friend of Prance and the French 1le he is
entitled to an answer from his old friend
the Marghal®,

In presenting this to the Marshal, I.-.I:I
can that the assurance the Marshal that he will
not "give any voluntary, active military ald to Germany*
means absolutely nothing at :11! and that 1t is no
different from giving aotive military aid on the theory
that there 1s & mental ressrvation as to the underlying
::“"ri. Yhatever the underlying motive, the ald goes

rva

F. D. Ra
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| ADORESS GFFICIAL COMMUNCATIGNS TO
THE SECRETARY OF I'I'.l"l'l
ARSI NATON, D, €.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 17; 1941

SR by et itk

My dear General Watson:

The American Ambassador at Vichy has received from
a trusted friend and former assistant of M. Paul Reynaud,
ex-Premier of France, coples of letters which M. Reynaud
recently addressed to Marshal Petain from his prison at
Vals.

M. Reynaud has requested that coples of these let-
ters be handed to the President and translations of them
are enclosed. In view of the reprisals that may be taken
against M. Reyneud's person should it be kmown that he had
caused these letters to leave France, his emissary earnest-
ly requests that they be accorded the most confidential
treatment.

inceéyrely yours,

Enclosures:
Coples of letters t
in tramslation as

stated mbove, L'} =

Major General Edwin M. Watson,

Secretary to the President, pEoLA
Btato Lv, . oot

By J. Bchauble I}nh}m‘_ 8 1972

y oLl

The White House.
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ENCLOSURE

Lotter draied 8/ 11/41

LisiFEERRED Tol

Major General E., M, Watson
The White House.
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#
[TRANsLATION]
CONPIDENTIAL COMMUNIOATION
¥Yale, April B, 1941.
Hr, Marshal,

Hulﬂmhnﬂmlwmlﬂ-fﬁ
having refused, last Juma, to eapitulate and gonolude an
armistios whioh I deemsd Lnsoapatibles with Frensh honar
and interest.

But what will not fall to sause surprise, is that
after lmprisoning me, seven months later you caused me to
be assailed by all the national broadoasting stations, in
sonnsatlon with a polemie with Osneral ds Oaulle.

Imumnuhmnupttntluqmuu‘.
test Lf this campaign, whish, they say, you are going te
glve the support of your ¥oles, were not based, in the
part soncerning me, on s series of nllegatione sontrary
to truth.

Here are a few sxzamples.

1. It is inexset that it is the British Oovernment
vhich asked that we prosscuts the war in Werth Afries. TYou
know better than mnyons, besauss you attended the mestings
which were held every morning in my offise, that this dssi-
slon hed been made by me. hn“htum
sontreoted by the Allles of not abandoning sach ather, an
ehgagesent nrmﬂmmﬁ-mmﬂwﬂﬂmt
l.ldilth!hﬂtlihnhﬂiﬂrmhnlﬂcmutuu
to dsnounse.

2.
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2. It ie inexaet that Mr. Charles Reibel was an "eye
witness" of anytning whatever. He profited from oulpable
and, for the most part, capricious indisoretions.

3. It is inexaoct that General Veygand wrote to me,
on May 20 and June 7, "more and more pressing letters®
asking me to conolude an armlistioce.

He wrote to me, on the contrary, June 10, that he was
"far from having loe% all hope®, and he stated, Jume 11,
in the evening, at the Supreme Council at Briare at whieh
you were present: “Jig are in the last quarter hour: Shers
Aa po saving that we gannot win out in Shls last quarter howr."

Such a flagrant uatruth on such an important point of
the nistory of the war is grievous for the reputation of
our country.

It e all the more inexplicable besause I had written
to you, on September 6, 1940, %o point out to you that the
national broadoasting [etations] had apread it for the
firet time. fhey drew the conelusion therefrom, at the
tine, that "Af one had Jstened %o Vergend, Italr wouwld
Bet have eutered the war®, whioh is false, sinee she
deolared war on June 10, and denotes, moreover, let 1t
be sald gn passant, & singular lack of knovledge of the
psyshology of the Italian leaders. They would not have
refrained from sharing in the spoils because we had asked

for an armistioe from Germany.
4.
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4. It is inexset that "the srmistice spared Freneh
fasilies the hense forth vain sserifice of their ohildren.’

As soon as the [military] commend declared that the
fight had become purposeless, I proposed to stop At
on the soil of metropoliten France, as it had been in the
Netherlands, which would have spared us the losses suffered
during the long periods whioh were nesessary for the obtain-
ing of the armistice. Thie would have been the case if I
had not been obliged to yleld the power, sueoumbing to the
soalition composed of yourself, General Weygand, and the
majority of the minlsters to whom high military author-
ities stated: "In three weeks Englend will have her neek
wrung 1ike s ohioken."

It is not, therefors, the government of whieh I was
the head nor any of its members whioh can be agoused of
having thought that *Ersnsh blood hed mot flowed enoush®.

That hlmlfﬂmﬂlﬂ-ﬂﬂﬂﬂl
publiec meeting.

5. It is inexaet %o say that the armistice teras
"yould have besn less ongrous” 1f 1t had been asked for
aooner.

M.ul’ml!ﬂﬂq‘.ml!mmmﬂh
conolude an armistice, our armies had suooumbed in the
bome gountry. Osrmany showed, and shows every day, that
mmmummmu-um“mwum
within the framework and without the framework of the arsistice.

6.
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8. It 1is inexset that at the Supreme Counell whieh
was held June 11 (and not the 13), at Briare (and not at
Toure), ¥r. Wineton Churehill refused any further asslstance
of the Englieh alr forve.

He promised, on the econtrary, to study the question
as soon as he returned to London.

It 1a not less inexaet that "for weeks, our soldlers
Lad welted in valn for the English pursult olsnes”, for we
reoeived, at my dally inetances, important assistanoce from
the R.A.F. In the light of what has happened sinoce, neo
one ean reproagh the prime minleter for not having engaged
in the battle of Franee the whole of an alr foree upon
whieh, today, our chanee of viotery rests.

As for the relation of words exchanged at that
Supreme Counell, 1t constitutee = laek of diplomatie
correotness. MNot long eince, Frence had deportment.

7. It ie inexaot that Presldent Roosevelt replled
"rather gvgelvely" to the message that I had sent to him
on June l4.

That 1e & fallure to recognize the ilmportance of
his reply and the generoslty that lneplred 1t.

In 1le telegram of Jume 15, which I resed to the Counell
of Minlsters, the Fresident of the United States reuinded
@s that, 1o reeponse to my appeael, tiue Aserloan Covernment
aad, 1o tue oeowrse of paet weeks, supplled uc with alrplanes,
guns (76's) and munitions of all kinde. He gave me, furthermore,

the



That was to say that Amerisa would have been for us
« 88 she has become for England « a non-belligerent ally.
Far from being “rather evasiys", thie message was,
on the eontrary, singularly courageous if we bear in mind
the date when it was sent.
The Judgment passed on 1t by the nationsl broadoasting

[system] is therefore unfalr and ean bring joy only to the
enemlies of Franoe.

8. It is inexaot that the offer of Franco-British
union whieh was made to ue, June 16, 1940, would have
*reduced us %o She rank of s dominion."

That offer contemplated the prineiple of a unlon
which I was minded to aseept, subjeet to dlseussing She
modalities of it later. As for me, I prefer to eollaborate
with my allies rather than with the snemy.

®. It ie inexaot that the text of this agreenent was

Nr, Churehill's dietation.”

If it were true, moresover, who would be affroanted
thereby?! Oeneral de Gaulle, a member of my government, had
been sent by me on a mission to the British Prime Minister.
Ae a matter of faot, Oeneral de Gaulle telephoned the text

to me and Mr. Winston Churehill telephoned me afterward
to
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to ask me my sentiment. What is there out of the way in
all that?
But here ie what 1s more perfidious: "A gtriking

detall, at the other end of the wire, there was, as if by
Spears, the ohairman of the Franco-iritish Committge."

Perfidious, in the firet place, to me, who appeared
as having been wanting in the dignity of my office. I
pass that .......

But the attack on General Spears, who is one of the
oldest and most faithful friends of Franee in the MHouse
of Commons and whom it is, at least, strange to treat as
& suspeot, is as unjustified as it is improper. He was
regularly accredited to me, Ninister of War, by Mr. Churehill,
and he was oalling on me that day, in eompany with his
ambassador. His position was Sherefore, as slways, per
feotly correot.

I take the liberty of thinking that these old wives'
tales®are unwomthy of a great country.

Nothing 1e more to be socorned and more contrary to
the national interest than theee insinuations and these
constant attacks upon the leaders of a people whose herolsm
will assure our salvation.

¥We know only too well who can rejolee at them.

T TR e TR -
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All these inexaotitudes, however regretable and
damaging they may be, are & small thing beside the affir-
mation that Oeneral de Gaulle had contriduted no more than
the late Oeneral Eetienne with respeet to the use of tanks.
For there we touoh mpon the essential cause of our defeat.
And there, again, I am on trial om the first count.

Do you believe that the people of Franoce will never
know that our high military suthorities deolared that a
continuous front, extending from the North Sea to Switzer-
land, is invulnerable and that the enemy eould only cause
breaches in it that would be the more dangerous for him
the deeper they were?

Do you believe that they will never knovw that General
de Oaulle declared to the contrary, that an armored ocorps,
the composition of which he defined, would be an instru-
ment sulted for breaking, &% a point, that eontinuous front?

Do you believe that they will never knowi

1. That on Mareh 31, 1935, five years before the
German offensive of May 1040, I introdused in the Chamber
a counterplan establishing that armored corps?

2. That I announced that the German army would pass
through Relland and Belgium, would shove the Belglan army
aside on the Albert Oanal, and would attaok our northern
frontier, whiech the Higher Var Oouncil was refusing %o
fortify?

3. That we would be invaded by a German army 008-

posed
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posed of armored divisions supported by combat airplanes
Af we 414 not have available an armored corps whioh alone
could enable us to make a viotorious coumnter offensive?

Do you believe that they will never know that my
counter plan was rejeoted, in France, as "gontrary %9
logie and hiskory", but was adopted in Germany?

Do you believe that they will never know that for
years, through leetures, books, addresses, newspaper
artioles, I incessantly called for the adoption of my
counter plan?

Do you believe that they will never know that it was
the German armored corps that broke out front on the Meuse,
in May, 1940, them won the Battle of France and foroed the
French aray out of its positions, preventing 1t, by its
speed, from ever establishing other positions anyvhere?

You know, beSter than any one else, bescause of the
high authority that you exeroised on the Higher War Counell,
of whish you were a member, why my counter plan missarried.

You know better than anyone else to what extent my
counter plan was fought, since you offered to the publie,
juet before the war, a book of your opinioms, in whieh
it could read, smong so many other statements: “Ag %0

She tanke that were %o bring us back %o short ware, Sheir
fadlure ie striking."

To be sure, this is not the time to be starting this

debate, when the enemy 1s in ocoupation of two-thirds of
our



our Sarritory.

But, while awaiting the truth, silence is better
Shan lying, and modesty than provocation. That is what
the instructors on the radio and in the newspapers should
not forget.

The danger from the lies, the inoessant calumnies and
petty defamations that have been prevalent for elght monthe
is that the truth 1s like a gee whioh explodec wiih the
greater foroe the more it has been compressed.

I warn you solemnly, the reaction to this will be
violent.

It will be dreadful for the country.

I tell you this besause I kuov you to be capable of
"dominating" the asolaim of offielal trips.

Not belonging to any political party, I have always
spoken freely.

Seven years ago, I asked an sdminmistration of whish
you formed part to line up the frane with the pound
sterling and the dollar, which had been devalued, warning
it that that was the only way to avold soolal and political
disturbanoes dangerous to our safety.

For years I tried %o open the eyes of the high
wilitary authorities and the Kinisters who were thelir
auvocates before Lhe Farllasent (o the ml perili

Lhai Lreateued cur coulbry.

They



=10~

They refused to listen to me.

Prance has paid [for thie ).

I ask nothing of you for myself.

We gollaborated closely when I was in power and, if
I refused to assoolate myself with your polley, I did
everything to make your task easier whem you suceeeded
me. I d4id so for the sake of the country. No one owes
me any gratitude for it.

Your attitude towards me has been dlfferent.

You put me in prison, in e¢lose confinement, seven
months ago.

In your name, the weekly publications of defamation
were then teld: "You see that man, behind bare. You ean,
Af you wish, epit in hie face ae you pass by".

They d4id this boldly for months, with the approval
of your oensaore. They even told likes in attempting o
reach me. That does not matter in Franee nowadays.

You had a Keeper of the Seals who told the world,
by an offieial statement, that he is "known by all
Frenchmen". On the testimony of a slander sheet, and as
Af my whole 1life did not protest agalnet this orask-brained
insinuation, he declared that I had undeniably enriched
myself dishonestly, sinee I had brought 60 millien %o an
alreraft company. HNow, I made that eontributien, in wmy
capacity as Ninlster of Finanoe, to a nationalized companyt

This would merely cause a smile if, strengthened by this
certainty
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oertainty, that sucoessor of Aguesseau had not attempted
%0 Justify, after the event, my internment anéd to dls.
oredit the man of resistance by the loweet of politiocal
maneuvers, by getting you to eign & lew Just for the
purpose of taking away the jurisdietion of a Judge who
refused to prosecute me snd for that of bringing before
the Court of Riom sueh an absurd asousation that it refused
to legalize my internment. The last signe of hie l:aok of
balanee are the things he 1s saying sbout you - whieh
soandallize the Midi - who had for a moment drawn him from
nothingnese.

I do not have such a coneeption of publie 1ife.

I have never thought of Laving those of my collaborators
put in prisom who, like you, 414 not ghere my opinion on
She armistice. Instead of attempting to dishonor them,
when I had the opportumity in the pest (perhaps you will
learn this, some day) of preserving the name of a eerstain
one of them from any injury, I did se without his knowing 1it.

L

Keep me in prison, Af you see fit.

Qur persons count for little.

It will be the (greatest] honor of my Life to have
suffered for having held the word of France very high and
for not having been willing to diminish the ohances of
vietary of the eonlition of whioh she 'ormed vapt.

But
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But 1leten %o the counsel of a Frenchman whom 1t would
have been to Lis country's interest to listen to oftener.

Order that this people no longer be told that the
word of France does not count, that it ghould have been
broken, towards Poland, on Septeasber 3, 1938, that it should
have been broken, towarde Ingland, on June 16, 1940.

Having lost "everything but honor®, what would be
left to our people if honor were taken away froam 1t?

Urder that our youth no longer be given the ideal
of eollaborating with an eneay who 1s annexing Alsase and
Lorraine in contempt of the armistiee and whose banners
are floating over Paris, for we cannot etraighten our
backe and bend them at the same time.

Order that the stole people, our ally, on whom our
salvation depends, no longer be defamed.

There can be no greater peril for a nation than to
800 1%s soul degraded.

Return to what 1s, surely, at the bottom of your heart
as a Frenchaan.

Please scoept, eta.

PAUL REYNAUD.

TriFGH)JWP HEP
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Confidentlal comsunloation.
Vals, April 235, 1941.
Marshals

I regret having to write to you again.

1 hope that this letter will be the last one.

The national broasdoaste deolare (they have Just re-
peated 1t) that we are responeible for the war, into
which Englend plunged us with the ald of the Jews and
the Preemasons. You kmow, as do all Frenshmen, that
that 1e & historie lies. Those who disseminate it in
your name doubtless believe that they are serving the
gountry. History will relate, I bellieve, that this cam-
paign condueted prior to the treaty of pease constitutes
a orime against our native lasnd. But that does not econ-
oern me any more than other Frenchaen.

Vhat do concern me are the ealumnies whioh the radlo
continues to broadeast about me. They tend to cause me
to bellieve that my letter of April 5th wae not handed %o
you, the recelpt of whieh, in violstion of en old Frensch
tradition, has not been acknowledged to me.

Of these nev calumnies, I will epeak of only one.

¥With regard to the request for an armistios made
on June 12%h, at the first cabinet meeting at Cangé
[Cangey?] by General Weygand, after a pathetie ploture

of
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of the sufferings of our army, the radio brought yesterday
the following statement:

In form, that 1a Fardonnet. Let ue pase over that.

In substance, that is one of the gravest acousations
that can be direoted against the former head of a Fremch
governaent.

You know that 1t 1s false.

You know that, far from belng willing to saerifice
French 1ives uselessly while awalting for the long
periode (a week, in fact) required for the eonclusion
of an armietice, I proposed, on the contrary, a surrender
einmllar to that of the Dutoh army and the continuation
of the combat beside our allies, at sea and in our Empire.

You know that, on the first point, I had convineed
you, sinoe at the oabinet meeting held on JuBe 16%h at
Bordeaux you left the council chamber, at ay request,
to go to Oeneral VWeygand and try to convines him, and
that you falled, which would have led me to relieve hia
of his command if, at that same meeting, the cabinet had
not deolared iteelf for the prineiple of the armistisce.

You know, froam having been present at the meetings
of the Supreme Counoil held in Franee, that, far from

having
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having been "a dosile tool in the hands of Mr. Churehill®,
I was, on the contrary, & loyal but exaeting ally.

You know, for you were there, how, at the Supreme
Counell meeting held at Pards on May 31, 1940, I got the
English to embark from then on, at Dunkirk, a larger pro-
portion of French soldiers, "the English troepe remalning
in the rear guard as much as possible”.

You know the Selegram, theitaxt-of which.was receatly
given by the French radioc, that I aseat to Nr. Winaton
Churehill on May 24th, when the English aray abandoned
its movement toward the South, in the direetion of the
Somme, for reasons to whioch History alone will be able %o
apply an impartial judgment. It would have been more
fi%ting, besides, to give Mr. Churohill's reply also.

You know, for you were thers, that at the meeting of
the Supre~e Couwnell held at Briucre on June 1l1lth and 12th,
I spoke to our allies with a rough frankness, sinee the
radie recently had the impropriety, mereover, to reproduse
one of the speechee which I made there.

fou kmow that Mr. Churehill having esked of me on
June 12th that the French Government sould not make amy
deeision without having heard him, the Cabinet asked me
to request him to come the next day. Foreseelng the danger
of a break between France and England in case the request

for an armistice supported by you and Ceneral Weygand should
gain
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gain a majority in the Cabinet and should lead to my
resignation, I called to mind the saying of the Due
a'Aumale: “"France was left." I pressnted to Mr. Churehill,
Lord Halifax and Lord Beaverbrook, who had eome to Tours,
such a pleture of the sufferinge of Franece and the

gervices rendered to the coallition by her that Nr. Churehill,
with tears in his eyes, gave me his promlse that if Franece
asked for en armietige some day and if England were vie-
torious, Franee would be restored "Lp her power and her
Algnlty." This promise wase repeated by him several times
after Shat. After that interview, I agaln went to ocombat
the araletioe with all my strength at the second meeting

of the Uabinet, held at Cangey[?]. It was not due to me
that France was the only one of the el ht countries at

war sgalnst Oermany that oapitulated, although she had the
seoond navy in Burope and the second eolomial empire in

the world.

In seting thus, did I show ayself "g doells ftsol in

She hande of Churehill?" The truth is that, comtrary %o
the repeated affirmations of the radio, Mr. Winston

Churehill 4id not have %o ask ms mot to conclude an
aralstice, bedause he knew that I was agalnst it and
that, as long as I should be head of the French govern.
ment, it would not be asked for.

You



-

You know that, a few days after my resignation, I
telegraphed to him, in my own name, %o ask him not to
continue & publie polemlie agalnet you which ﬁﬂ;liﬂ only
delight the eneny.

You know all that, and yet the desploable work of
which I have spoken le being earried on under cover of
your neme.

If T am writing to you asbout tils, 1L is because
I believe this work detrimental to the country.

But 1f you were informed of thise you would thalnk
also, as I do, that to have your predecessor celumBlated
publicly is not in keeping with Prench traditions.

I sluply wieh to say, in olosing, that when I was
at the head of the governaent, the natlonal broadoasting
systen was employed for other purposes than dally inciting
Freuchmen to hate each other.

Fleace a088Pt + « & o « o & & s » a s s & & & @

PAUL REYRAUD

TriJ«PiHAP



June 17, 1041

strlotiy-sontidwnsial—

My dear General Watson:

The imerican Ambassador at Viehy has received from
@ trusted friend and former assistant of M. Paul Feymaud,
ex-Iremier of France, copies of letters whioh M., Reynaud
recently addressed to Marshal Petain from his prison at
Vals.

M. Reynaud has requested that copies of these let-
ters be handed to the President and translations of them
are enclosed. In view of the reprisals that may bde taken
against M. Reynaud's person should it dbe known that he had
caused these letters to leave France, his emissary earnest-
1y requests that they be sccorded the most confidential
treatment.

Sinoerely yours,
ﬁumgr *‘;-‘-—'ﬂ"
Enclosures:
Copies of letters

in translation as
stated above.

DECLASSTFIED
Major General Bdwin M. vYatson, Stabe Dere 1sttern, n},‘l

Seeretary to the President, n:mn-____ 8 1872
The "hite House.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

August 1, 1941
_STRICTLY -CONFIBENTIA—

My dear General Wateon:

With reference to my letter of June 17, 1941,
I enclose a copy in translation of a further communi-
ecation addressed to Marshal Petain by Monsieur Reynsud
from hie prison at Vals.

Upon delivering coples of thie letter to the
Embassy Monsieur Reynaud's emiseary agaln earnestly
requested that the most confidential treatment be
accorded these letters eince were 1t known that
Monsieur Reynaud had caused these coples to leave
France, serlous reprisals might be taken agalnst
him.

inecdrely yours,

Nl

Enclosure:

Copy of letter in
translation, as
gtated above.

Major General Edwin M. Watson,
Secretary to the President,

The White House.
DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1:11.72

By J. Bchauble Date FEB & 17




[ TRANSLATION]

Confidential Enclosure No. 1 to Despatch No. 232
communicatlon. of June 19, 1941 from the Embassy at
Vichy.

Vals, Msy 18, 1941,

Mr. Marchal:

A year ago I assumed the responsibility of asking
you to enter my government,

When I resigned my office I angsumed the responsl-
bility of advising the President of the Republic to
designate you as my successor.

If it were true that after having concluded an
armistice with the enemy, in violation of your pledged
word, you were preparing now to reverse our forelgn
poliecy without consulting the people of France, which
hes conetently approved 1t, without any cltizen having
the right to express an oplinion, as if they were a
nation of helots;

If it were true that your pollcy has the effect of
striking in the back owr ally who, left alone in the com-
bat, 1s fighting heroically in Egyot, in Ethiopia, in
Irak, on the Mediterranean, ovVer England, on the Atlantie,
750,000 of whose sons fell in the lest war while defend-
ing the egoll of France, and only whose victory can give
us back our lost independence,

It

e
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If 1t were true that 1t [your policy] is breaking
the precious friendship which, for a century and a half,
Joined France to the greatest people in the world, whose
ideal 18 ours;

If 1t were true that 1t should have for 1ite 1lnevi-
table consequence the enslavement of France, thus, 1so-
lated, to a people whose 1deal and falth are violently
opposed to ours, even though the war is not finished
and even though, after a hundred days of trials, the
final viectory of the alliee will appear in the dlstance;

If 1t were true that you contemplsated meking a
Brest-Litovek peace;

If that were true, I should not deny the responsibi-
lities that I assumed, but I should beg the forglveness
of France for having done so,

Please accept, ...

PAUL REYNAUD

Tr:FGH:ELC
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This telegram must bE
closely paraphrased DEw
fore being communicated
to anyone. (SC)

Secretary of State,
Washingtone.

. A e

_,.-l:_’a__i: .";.- ‘/i-_l-p

F khlh‘_}‘

M T

(Paris)
Vichy
Dated August 1, 1941
Rec'd 4:30 pem.

970, August 1, 4 pem., (SECTION ONE )

Department's telegram 612, July 31, noone

I discussed this moming with Marshal Petaln and

Admiral Darlan together French policy in Indochina and

get forth to them the views contalned in the telegram

under reference, Darlan was much annoyed., When he

first told us of the Japanese plans with respect to

Indoohina (my telegram 888, July 16, 5 PaMm.), hE sald,

he had hoped we would act immedlately but we did nothling.

He had hoped that a squadron of our shipa from Manila

would steam into Saigon herbor and anchor. Such action

he believed would have prevented further Japanese

pressure and he would have been glad to have glven

authorization for such a visit of our ships had we

so asked, He could not of course, he sald, give us

any such indicatlon at that time,

He further "resented

bitterly" our present criticism of French policy when

we ourselves have done nothing to reatrain the Japanese

even though 1t is to our interest.

"It is always the

Jame

1¢L-
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same story", he went on, "the United States 1s too

late, When we asked for help last yeor, first in

July and then at the time of the Thailand aggression,

we got none, Without any direct evidence in support
thereof it 1s my opinion that a decision had been made
to admit Japan to French Indochina before Admiral Darlan

on June 16 informed me of the demand,

LEAHY

JRL



AF (Paris)

This telegram must bE Vichy
closely paraphrased be=-
fore being communicated Dated August 1, 1941

to anyone, (SC)
Ree'd 6:45 a.me3 2nd

Seerctary of State,

Washingtone

970, August 1, 4 peme (SECTION VO )
When we tried to rearm to defend our Colony 1t was
the British who stopped us., WE WErE faced in the
1ight of these Japanese demands with three possible
solutions: One, to fight, We could not, because WE
are at the end of our resources and have no means of
fighting after Syria. Sgcondly, merely to accept
the Japanese demonds, This I d4id not wish to do as
it would have put us in the Axis, Third, to adopt
the formula which we have of common AEfeEnse of the
Empirees The Japanese have for the past year treated
us with perfect correctness and have now agreed to
recognize our sovereignty over the Colony. This 1s
in marked contrast to the British whose sole aim, as
has been amply demonstrated in Equatorial Africa, 1n
New Caledonia and in Syria, is to take parts of the
French Empire. They talk about giving the Syrians
1iberty, but there are difficulties in their way and
already
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already we hear reports of an impending revolt there
against them, They do not recognlze our soverclgnty
when they take our territory end as to Indochina, 1if

they had gone there, they would not give it backe"

LEAHY

ALC



AF (Paris)

This telegram must be Vichy
closely paraphrased beE=
fore being communicated Dated August 1, 1941

to anyone, (SC)
Rec'd 7:01 as,m,j 2nd

Secretary of State,
Washington,

970, August 1, 4 pem, (SECTION THREE)

I pointed out to the Marshal, (who gave no in=-
dication of his feelings other than an occaslonal nod
during Darlan's at times bitter denunciation ol the
British) the existence of the danger of an attack
against the United States territory launched from
Indochinese bases should the situation grow worscs
He admitted that but saild that France is helpless
and that he himself "is not a free agent,” occupled
as the country is, To my inquiry as to whether he
thought the Japanese would keep their promise to res-
pect French sovereignty in Indochina, the Marshal
replied, "We had to take a chance on that," Darlan
added, "I do not Mnow, But Churchill promised on
June 12, 1940, and the Marshal heard him, that 1f we
had to seek an armistice he would understand our po=
sition and his friendship toward France would undergo
no changes The sequel of thls was Mers=El=Kebir, At

least



-24 070, August 1, 4 pems (SECTION THREE) from Viechys

1east there 1s & possibility of saving something for
France in Indochina, whereas to fight, without oute
side help, would have meant the certain loss of the

colonye"

LEAHY

PEG



KD (Peris)

This telegram must be Vichy
closely parsphrased be=
fore being communicated Dated August 1, 1941

to enyone, (SC)
Rec'd, 7:22 a.m.,2d4
Secretary of State,
Washington.

970, August 1, 4 p, m. (SECTION FOUR)

I asked them if they hed no fears that when the
Russien comprign has progressed further the Germans
may turn towerd Africc., Darlan replied, "Everyone
is interested in Africe ourselves, the Germon, the
British ond the United States. But es I have told
the Marshel for the pest yesr, it will be the Germens
who will get there first, They can close the Streits
and lend in Spenish Morocco. We have meens of defending
ourselves agalinst a lending from the seec but we cannot
prevent, with our leck of equipment, & land opersation
from the Spanish Zone. My son hes just returned from
Spain and counted 120 botteries of ertillery directed
against Gibrelter end they did not look to him like
Spanish guns., It would be simple enough for the Germens
to trke & force reross to horocco, but they ere not
interested themselves in thet area, What they fear is
a British, Americen or Gaullist move, They did not
EVEn send a control commission to Africe until the

de Grulle
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de Gaulle redio started up thelr Ifeors thet the area

might fell into the enemy's hende .

LEAHY .



KD (Poris)

This telegram must be Vichy
closely parephrased be-
forc belng ccmmunlcated Deted August 1, 1941

to anyome. (SC)
Rec'd, 6:46 o.n.,2d
Secretery of State,

Waoshington,

4

970, August 1, 4 p, m. (SECTION THO)

The Marshal then stoted, glancing ot o paper
which had been prepared for him, thet he understonds
our press is becoming very eriticel of France and
that 1t 1s urging either an American or British attack
on Dokar, or & Gaullist move "so that Frence could not
sey the Colony was being teken from her,” "Theat,”
snid the Marshel, "we cannot, of course, accept,”

As to the Russilen campeign ebout which they
talked later, the Admiral said thet we must recognize
thot Germony has rendered a greet service to Europe;
that the Russian Army heos proved much stronger than
anyong, including the Germans had thought, both as to
quantities of material end the qualities of its General
staff. That Army would heve awept over the entire
Europe hed the Germens not attocked them end one only
had to look at the faces of Russian soldlers to guess

what would be left of the Continent, Rusasien losses

WET'E
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were terrific and the Germen soldicras ere worn out

shooting down the messes of men thrown egelinst them,

LEAHY .

ALC
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This telegram must be (Paris)

clogely paraphrased be- Vichy

fore being communicated

to anyone. (8C) Dated August 1, 1941

Rec'd., 7:33 g m., 2nd.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

970, August 1, 4 p.m. (SECTION SIX)
The Germans would not tell him, he sald, the figures
of their losses but admitted that both in planes and
manpower they were "high". Furthermore, thelr pro-
gress was slow! They had told him they would finish
in three weeks and they had not done so. Now, how-
ever, they were through the strongest areas of Russlan
defence and everyone knows that the Russian engineers
are the best in the world for bullding defence works.
From now on German progress should be quicker. "There
will, however, be famine for Europe and the plague ls
already breaking out," the Marshal interjected.

Turning once morc to the United States and com-
plaining that we are quite ready with criticlsm but
slow in action, Darlan said: "When you have three
thousand tanks, eix thousand planes and five hundred
thousand men to bring to Marseilles, let me know,
Then we sghall welcome you. But neither side can win
the war and Europe will be exhausted., It 1s to your
interest, as well as to ours, that there be an early
peace",

Repeated to Alglers. (END OF MESSAGE)
HPD LEAHY



THE UNDER SECRETARY QOF STATE kv _!
WASHINGTON \] tf

August 25, 1941

My dear Mr., Prealdent:

I am bringing this telegram from Murphy in
Alglers to your personal attention since I believe
you will find it as satisfactory as 1t can be,
granted present comndltlona,

Belleve me

1th\fully your

Enc.
Telegram 428,
Algiers

The President,
The White House.



PH Algiors

This telegrem must be

closely paraphrased be- Dated August 24, 1941,
foro being communicated

to anyone. (8C) Hoc'd 4:50 pe.m.

Secretary of State,

Washingteon.

428, August 24, 10 a.m, (SECTION ONE).

Your 219, August 1lE, B p.m.

SER SRS B L Tl FOR THE UNDLR SECHRETALY
FROM IIURFHY.

Weygand was pleascd ovor tho suggostion that
Gencral Requin would be accoptable, should the French
Govoernment indicatc that it wishod to melto a change in
mission, He sald he would urgo tho karshal and Darlan
to make this chmgo as soon as possibleo., Ho also said
that ho had suggested the rceplacciiont of Honri-Hay
by Charlos Roux during his visit te Viechy last June
stating to tho Marshal and Darlan that it woula be ;
bettor to have no roprosontation in Washington rathor
than tho proscont onc. Furthermore, he considors
Charles Roux, vho rosigncd as Sccrotary Gonoral of tho
Foroign Offico rathor than accopt Laval's policy of
collaboration, thc best qualifiod Fronch diplomat {
today. Darlan, however, atates that Charles [oux's |

nomination .

DECLASSIFIED ;
State Dept. Letter, 11172 .

By J. Schauble DIT.I___EEB E 1&?2



-2= No, 428, August 24, 1941, 10 a,m. (Scec. 1)
from Algiors.

nomination would bo impossible; that it would causc

an opon rupture with tho Cormans who "he know" would

be vioclently opposecd.

COLE.

HTM



PM Alpiers
This telegram must be

closely paraphrasdd be- Dated August 24, 1941,
fore being communicated
to anyone. (8C) Rec'd 4:45 p.m,

Secretary of State,

Washington.

428, August 24, 10 a.m. (SECTION TWO).

Weyzand said he did not lnow whether the French
CGovernment could persuade the Germans that Requin
would be satisfactory.

General Weygand, you know, follows Amesrican
Policy as closely as he can, He is, of course,
exceedingly interested in the future of our relations
vi th the German Government and what effect any change
of those relations might have on Franco-American
relations. I am convinced that he has long since
made up his mind that the American card is ths one
to play. During the course of cur last conversation
he inquired again whether there might be a possibility
of the United States assuming the role of a velligerent
in the war with Germany. I replied that T had no
further news on this subject other than the Prealdent's
public statements, but that I often wondered vhether
relations botween the United States and Gormany might
be broken off.

COLE,
HTM



FM Alciers
This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- Dated August 24, 1941,
fore being commnicated
to anyone. (8C) Rec'd 4:45 p.m,

Secretary of State,

Washington.

428,

August 24, 10 a.m, (SECTION THREE).

I asked the General if by chance that would
happen whether in his personal mmd unofficlal opinion
Admiral Darlan would seize that opportunity or have the
authority to effect the rupture of relations between
the French Governemtn and mine. He pondered the
question for a long moment, then replied that "Admiral
Darlan has evolved a great deal lately in respect of
the United States." He would not say more. I hope to
refer again to the question.

Hepeated to Vichy.

(END OF MESSAGE).

CCLE.
e



August 26, 1941

Wy dear Nr, Prealdent:

I am bringing this telegram from Murphy in
Alglers to your personal attontion since I belleve
you will find it as satisfactory as it can be,
granted present conditions,

Delleve me
Palthfully yours,
SUMNER WELLES
Enc,
Telegram 428,
Alglers
The President,

The White House.
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2~ THE PRESLDZNT. an e
L
PRibf MINISTER
ot. Pierre Miquelon.
8 Un Decemier lotnh we had a telegram from the

Foreign Oftice in which, after setting out the prospects
of successiul action in the Islands, they suy:

"Wie are therefore informing the Free French
deadquarters that we see no objection to their
undertaking this operation.”

In the same telegram they asked me to e sure
tnat this action did not embarrass tne United States
Government and to give time for this said that they
were asking de Gaulle to postpone tne issue of orders

for %6 hours.

2o Ine matter was put to the State Uepartment the
same day who reterred it to the President, wno said

that he was strongly opposed to the suggested action.

A Un the 17th Uecemier, the Foreign Uffice

W

telegraphed to say that the President's view hal Leen
reported to de Gaulle who agreed that the proposed

action should not now be undertezken.

% g



RN L

-

4, L telegram from the Foreign Uffice on lecemver
19th said that in the view of the Chiefs of Staff
nothing short of the occupation of the I1slands "would Le
satisfactory from Military point of view. This course
however now seems to be ruled out by United States

attitude."

5. Ve received this morning a message despatched
from the Admirslty to the british idmiralty Delegation,
Vashington, as follows:-
"Wollowing has Leen received from
Admiral Muselier. bEGIRG:
"] have the honour to inform you that
in compliance with order quite recentl; received
from General de Gaulle and request of inhsbitants
I have proceeded tnis morning to lslani Saint
Pierre ani rallied people to Free irance and
Lllied cause with enthusiastic reception. ENUS.
no.  Please inform His liajesty's
imbassador urgently. This action has come &s

a complete surprise to us."

b. From this it appears quite clear:
(a) that the Foreign uffice knew and approved the

general autnority given to the Free French headquarters



to try their luck with the lslands, but that

%y they held up the operation while the United
States Government were ceing consulted, and that

(c) on receipt of information about the President's
feeling they secured de Gaulle's agreement that tne
operation should not now be undertaken, &nd that
finally

(d) Muselier has gone off on his own with or

without de Gaulle's knowledgze and assent.

1 in alternative plan to ensure control of the
wireless stetion at bt. Pierre has veen unler discussion
between the Canadian end the United States Governments for
some weeks. Un December ltth lir. Welles said that he
hoped the Canadien Government would give lmmedlcte effect
o1

to this plan, which involved the use/force if the
sdministrator of the islands did not agree to Canadian
supervision of tne station.

uur Chiefs of otefi in Lonion commented on this

as set out in paragrapn 4 above.

a. since dictating the auove 1 have just seen r.U.
telegrem 724% (kFlag "a"), which tells the complete story,
and seems to place the blame very squarely on de Gaulle,

vho 1 see nas issued & congratulatory telegram in Lonion

e L]

-
-
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to slmiral kuselier and announced that & plebiscite is

Leing nell to-day.

9. | attuch a note (Flag "b") giving all the
informetion in possession of the r.U. on the agreement

Letween the United States Government and Admiral hovert.

10. 1 am seeing Hull at six o'clock, and will let
you know if anything of importance emerges.

4s our information was complete on both points
you raised 1 dia nmot taink it necessary to telephone to

the F.U.

759th Uecember, 1941

=
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lio: 7243
Vec.25, FROM: Mk. EDEN.
1941.
1TU: VISCOUNT HALIFAX.

WOLT LMMEDIATE

Addressed to Washington telegram lo. 7247 of
Uecemuer /5th, repeated to Uttawa Lo. «:H0.

My telegram ko. JUUB.

Admiralty received a telegram irom aimiral Luselier
dated Decemier 74th in which he stated that "in compliance
with the order quite recently received from Generzl de
Gaulle and the request of the inhabitants" he had proceeded
on the morning of Decemuer »4th to bt. Pilerre and rallied
the people to Free Irance and the Allied Cause witnh an
enthwsiastic reception.

Z. ''his was & complete surprise to us since General

de Gaulle had authorized an assurance to Le given to us on
Uecember 17th tnat no orders for the operation nal been
issued ani that it woulid not te carried out Ly the lree
French lavai forces. fou were informed accordingly in my
telegram under reference.

= I'ree French Commissioner for Foreign iffairs wee at
once summoned to the Foreign Uffice and asked for an
explanation. He admitted General de Gaulle had in fact

3



7243 (contd.)

given orders for the operation to ve effected. His
reason for doing so hal been that when he gave the
assurance mentioned in the second peragreph tbove he
did not know the Canadian Government intended with

the approval of the United states Government to send
certain personnel to St. Pierre in order to cecure
control of the wireless station by peaceful means and
if this tailed by force. Un learning this General de
Gaulle had addressed a letter to the Foreign Secretary
in which he protested against such a decision uveing
taken without consultation with him and had declared
the flational Committee would lose its reasons for
Existence if it agreed to forceful action Leing taken
by tne Lllied forces on French ‘lerritory. Generzl de
Gaulle had asked that his views should be brougat to
the notice of the Canadian covernment. ‘his was done
by telegram on Uecember Z4th. Free French Uelegetion
in the United States had been already instructed to
inform the State Uepartment. & summary of this letter

went to you in my telegram ho. /zlo.

4. 1t was pointed out to lLons. Uejean thut
Generul de Gaulle in his letter had not withdrawn his

o e
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assurance of Decemuver 17th whicn His Lajesty's Government
hal conveyed to Vashington and Uttawa. H.k. Government
were now placed in &n emvarrassing position and they
would nave to inform the Canadisn #nd United Steates
Government that General de Gaulle had without consulting
thiem decided to cancel the zssurance which he had given
in & matter affecting American Jeience Zone. .Lons. Uejeen
aimitted thnat this was correct.

Piease iiform the Unitea otates Government of

above and also the Prime Ainister.
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United Gtates Government made an agreement

with Admiral Hobert in August 194U unier which

rotert gave assurances about French warships,

etc., 1n return 1or United otates Government

assurances avout finence and essential supplies

for kartinique ani Guadeloupe.

Ihis agreement was renewed on Uecemier 15th,

1741, but we have never been shown the text. So

far as we have teen informed, the agreement was not

concerned with St. Pierre and iiquelon.
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DEPARTMENT OF B8TATE
WABHINGTON

January 8, 1942
My deer Mr. President:

After giving cereful conelderation to ell of the
cireumetances in connection with the St. Plerre Miquelon
eituation and with a view to erriving at an acceptable
solution I have drafted the encloeed suggested telegram
to Admiral Leahy eetting forth a formule for the settle-
ment of the matter. My suggestion would be that before
gending thie telegram in the event you approve 1t the
telegram be submitted to the British and Cansdlan Govern-
mente for thelr concurrencee.

Without specifically stating so this would amount
to s trusteeship. It seems to me advlieable to steer
away from any epeclfic gtaetement implying a trusteeship,
or an administration by the three Governmente for the
reason that we are likely to run counter %o provislons
in the Habans Convention which as you know provides for
the adminietration of regione of thie hemliephere under
certain circumetances by the American Republice. I do

not
The Preeldent
The White House.
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not think that we should glve the other FRepublics occaslon
to feel that we are circumventing the Convention through
the establishment by the United States, Great Britain and
Canada of an administration of the Islands,

On the question of bringing about the removal of
DeGaulle's forces from the Islands I am sure that you have
in mind our commitments to Vichy and Admiral Robert on
which they have been and are now counting and to which they
have referred, In your message of December 13 to Marshal

Petain which Admiral Leahy transmitted textually to Marshal

Petaln you stated that

"You may rest assured that the Government of the
United States under present circumstances and in view
of the instructions which you have issued to Admiral
Robert will continue to give full recognition to the
agreement reached by our two governments involving
the maintenance of the status quo of the French
pogsessions in the Western Hemisphere."

Moreover in the letter which you handed to Mr., Mathews

for transmliesion to Marshal Petain you stated

"I again repeat that ae long ae French soverelgn
control remains in reality purely French, subject
solely to the limlitations of the Armistice Agree-
ment, the Government of the Unlted States has no
desire to see existing French sovereignty over
French North Africa or over any of French colonies
pass to the control of any other nation,"

Admiral Robert has already referred 1n‘nonnentinn
with
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with the St. Pilerre Miquelon inecident to your communicaetion
of December 13 and hae etated that he regarde this Govern-
ment "ss obligated to obtzlin the reestablishment of

French soverelgnty over St. Plerre Miquelon".

We nave elreedy discussed the epplication of the
Hebena Convention to this eituation end I do not need to
go into that here. I am confident, however, thet the
Americen Republice are watching the matter end will not
be loethe to view our action with circumspection.

If the provosed telegram meets with your approvel
I shall at once take it up with the British and Canadien
Governments.

Faithfully yours,

o

Oy
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AMERICAN EMBASSY

VICHY (FRANCE),
FOR THE AMBASSADCR

Your 15, January 5, 7 p.m.

In consultation with the British and Canadian Govern-
mentes we have glven v!ryicareful getudy and consideration
to the situation created by the occupation of B8t. Plerre-
Miquelon, which wae accomplisghed without the conesent or
knowledge of any of these three Governments. With a view
to reaching a solution satisfactory to the governmentes
concerned, and with the concurrence of the British and
Canadian Governments, we have worked out the following
formula:

Qﬂﬂ!‘fﬁuggaated arrangement with regard to 8t. Plerre-
Miquelon:
1, The ilslande are French and will remain

French.

2. To avold any potential threat to the shipping
of the Governments concerned, the use of the wireless

gtations on the ieglands will be subject to supervision

Enciphered by
Sent by operalor | AR 19

=l UoW SAVINSMEST PoIRTINE BFFROL
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and control by observers appointed by the American

and Canadian Governments and attached to thelr respec-
tive consulates.

3. The isglands shall be neutrallized and de-
militarized and shall be considered out of the war.

4, The present Administrator shall be wlthdrawn
for the perlod of the war; the appointment of an Ad-
ministrator shall be withheld for the same period,
and the adminietration of the 1slands shall be left
in the hands of the Consultative Counell.

5. All armed forces will be wilthdrawn.

6. The Canadian and American Governments agree
and undertake to continue economic aseistance to the
inhabitante of the islands and the respective consuls
of those countries will confer with the local authori-

ties as to the nature of the asslstance to be glven.

UNQUOTE
This formula ies in conformity with the commitments

given by thie Government.
We fully realize the concern and anxiety of the French
Government in maintaining the integrity of 1te colonial

Enciphered by -
Sent by operator __. M., 19

I—ieam . B SOVINENENT FRINTING BFFICL
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posseselone. We feel that the formula submltted, with its
guarantee that the 1slands ehall remain French, and with the
undertaking to continue economic assistance to 8t. Plerre
and Miquelon, will fully safeguard the French Government's
concern about theege islande during the war.

Y¥ou should see Marsghall Petain at the earliest possible
moment and impress upon him the importance of reaching a
golution along these lines which maintains the purely French
tradition of these 1glands for the future. You may, in your
dlecretion, point out that time 1s of the essence, since the
longer the matter remaine in its present etatus the more likely
it 18 to become crystallized and the more difficult 1t will be
to bring about a satisfactory solution.

We have shown thls telegram to the Canadian and British
Governments and 1t has their full concurrence.

Until we recelve an expreseion of opinion from the
French Government regarding this formula, the matter will
not be diescuseed with Admiral Robert or the French Ambassador,

8:CH: PA/D Le Eu

Enciphered by
e S A0 C H

I=—1483 ¥ B SOVERANINT FRINTING SFFICE
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Retired for preservation, There
is a copytron copy of this
document in the open file,
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DRAFT OF COMMUNIQUE WHICH WOULD SE ACCEPIED
BY GENERAL DE GAULLE.

1. The islands are French and will remain French.
2. The present Administrator shall be withdrawn;
the Administration of the islands shall be exercised by
the Consultative Council.
e The above-mentioned Council wil will agree to the

appointment of Canadian and United States' officials to
assist them in the operation of the wireless stations on

the islands in the common interest of the Allies.

4, The Free French National Committee inform His
Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom that they never
intended that ships of the Free French Naval forces should
remain in the islands, and that these ships will shortly
resume their normal duties of attacking the enemy wherever

they may find him.

De The Canadian and American Government agree and
undertake to continue economic assistance to the inhabitants
of the islands, and the respective Consuls of those
countries will confer with the local authorities as to the

ol



nature of the assistance to be given. Arrangements are
being made both to continue the supplies from the United
States and Canada on which the islands are dependent, and
to provide the seasonal supply of fish to the French
inhabitants of Martinique.

- ——

14. 1. 42



General de Gaulle would agree to the draft
Communique on the understanding (which would not be
mentioned in the Communique) that all parties agree:-

1. That the Free French Administrator will
remain but will be merged in the Con-
sultative Council.

2. That the Marines remain. (This is return to
the pre-Armistice status quo; the islands
must have some defence against the enemy.)

3. The Council will be under the orders of
the National Committee.

14. 1. 42
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GrFIcIAL oo aTios TO

THE BECRETARY OF STATE 1 L e
WARHINGTOMN, B &

Il DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

July 29, 1942,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Let me call your attention to the attached telegram
No. 1088, of July 28, 5 p.m., from our Charge d'Affaires
in Vichy, Mr, Tuck. This telegram refers to the tele-
gram from Bern which reported, among other things, that
Darlan wae inclined to favor glving eome French sub-
marines to Germany to be operated by the German naval
forces.

In accordance with your suggestlion, a telegram was
sent to Tuck last night asking if he would endeavor to
ascertain from friendly sources in Vichy Darlen's attitude
toward turning over French submarinee to the Germans.

The attached telegram 1s, of couree, not a reply to our
telegram of last night, but ig a voluntary report from
Tuck of his comment on the Bern telegram.

Enclosure!

Telegram No. 1099, of
July 28, 5§ p.m,, from
Viechy.



MF (Paris)

This telegram must bE Vichy

closely ‘vparaphrersed be-

fore beEing communicated Dated July 28, 1942

to anyone. (8C)
> Ree'd 5:47 p.m,
Secretary of State,

Waghington,

1099, July 28, 5 p.m.

Bern'e 3431, July 25, 11 a.m,

We hrve endeavored thus fer without succese to obtain
confirmation of the visit of a German Naval Commission to
Toulon on Julv 14. Both the militery =nd Naval Attaches
have bEEn glven categorlicel denisle of thie information
by reliesble officiel contacts. "hile it ie ~lways voseible
(eince oresumebly it would have “een undertaken with Ereat-
Eet sEerecy) thet such » vieit may have occurred unknown
to our informants, 1t dots not seem 1ikely that it could
hovE been coarried out without the knowledge of eome of our
reliable sourcees of informetion. The statement ~ttpibuted
to the informent mentioned in Bern's telegram that "France
now hrg 106 submerineg® doee not colncide with our best
information which indicates thet the French have only about
helf thie number. We shsl! continue, however, to follow
this cloerly.

In =0 frr pe Darlen ie concerned, 2 memHeEr of hie
gtaff statees that while he ie still ag anti-Britigh ss

EVEYT,



-2 #1099, July 28, 5 p.m. from (Parie) -Vichy

EvEr, he 1g nevertheless smarting from the fact that the
Germans aided Laval in ousting him and that his vindica-
tive nature hae saroused in him an 1ntEnse enti-German
resction., We are told by reliable of ficlals, who claselfy
him as » "mental Eunuch", that he 1s still nae ambitious
ag EVEr and thet while he therefore might not bE AVErctE
to nlayinz the GeErman game 1f convinced that the Nazis
are winning, he ie content for the oresent not to bE
mixEd up in the nolitical jockeEying now occurring. He 1is
reported in fret to HE AErlving eoneiderable oleEasure
from Lﬂ%ﬂl‘s nregent difficulties.

While I have not e£€n him nersonselly for some time
1f the reegtion of his subordinates 18 correct, 1t would
appeEAar thet he does not wigh for the moment =t lE~st to
have trouble with United States or to be coneidered =2nti-
American. A vossible streaw in the wind is the fect that
w-en I eent him » trenslation of the Navy Department's
communioue on the Midway battle, he replied with a most
cordial note in which he "rendered the homAge which 1is
due to the tenacity and the hrilliant courage of the
Anerican svistore".

Reneated to BeErn.

TUCK
LMS
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Retired for preservation, There
is & copytron copy of this
document in the open file,
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MAP BLACK mam
For Ensign Berry:

Following message from Admiral Sterk to Secretery of the NHavy
should be shown to the President. Admirel Leehy msks thet he be
aedvised es to the President's wishes, Messege follows:

"Reference Admirsl Leshy messege 252035 Genersl DeCaulle
informed me personelly of his plen to wisit lashington sfter my
241656 was sent. Genersl has requested that arrengenents be made
for travel for himself end four sssocimtes to permit arrivel
Washington before December 10th, Ambesssdor Winant informs me
DeGeulle's visit will be on his own initistive and not by invitation
of the President., Despatches from French Delegetion Vashington
indicated thet President and Assistant Secretery of State VWelles
expressed desire or willingness to see DeGeulle of sufficient warmth
to constitute invitetion. Winent hes requested censorship on any
announcement of en invitation, DeGeulle will be sccompenied by
volonel Lamberd, former French militery etteche Washingtom, by two
8ides, and by a military leader possibly Genersl Cetroux.
Arrengements cen be mede for passege in fest trensport sbout December
let. Alternntive would be deperture by clipper vie southern route
ebout seme dete. This would indicate arrivel US about Gth December,

Is this setisfectory? Generrl DeGeulle in visit to me yesterday
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extended personal greetings to President Roosevelt, members of

Cebinet and military end nevel chiefs of staff on occasion of

Thenksgiving, He expressed great apprecietion for American war effort \\‘H{'V (

and stressed thet fundemental unity of purpose of French and _

Americss must not be confused by irritstions resulting from \ ’@J "‘E“'.x 'Jt'

Ak o
differences as to method end strategy. winent joined me in prepering i P
4 L ]

this messsge and esks that it be shovm the President snd would :
appreciate Mr, Hull's seeing." \ﬂ
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WAR DEPARTMENT i [
THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

October 15, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Attached are the papers on ecquip-
ment for French divisions which are returned
for your file. I will keep in close touch
with this situation.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Qctober 13, 1943.

UEMORANDUM FOR
GENERAL MARSHALL

Vhen I saw Bedle Smith the other
day I raised the cuestion of =ending
further eguipment to fit out the new
French divisions. Just as a matter
of interest, I dictated the enclosed
to the Prime Minister on September
seventh last but did not send it.

I think a showdown wlll come
soon but it is & mattier which, in a
sense, relates a good deal more to
Eisenhower than to Dob lurphy.

I hope you will keep in close
touch with the situation.

Please return enclosures for
my files.

F. D. R.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 7, 1843,

MEMORANDUM FOR
w‘a -G L]

Please read and speak to me
about this., I have very distinet
feelings that we should not gend
further equipment or munltions to the
French Army in North Africa if our
prima donna is %o gelze control of 1t

from the old gentleman.

F.D.R.
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The followine is a telegram from Nr. Murphy in Alziers to the
State Department, dated September I, 1943.

De Gaulle has raised the issue regarding the control by the Com-
mittee over military affairs, fellowing recognition by the Allied
Governments and the ensuing clarification of the Committee's position.

He has sent to Giraud a very confidential memorandum asking the latter
to epprove & more clearly defined control of the Committee over the

CINC and military activities and the limitation of military power to
operations ezeinst the enemy and armed force organization. Continuing,
the memorandum states that the powers exercised by the CINC in mccordance
with French law esteblishing a "state of siepe" should be turned over

to the responsible eivil administrators and thet the Committee should
control all secret services, amalgated under ene direction.

It is requested thet the existence of the memorandum in question
not be divulged as it weas reported to me in the greatest secrecy.

Further along this line, the possibility of having only one President
of the Committee, which in this case would be De Gaulle, and the appoint-
ment of a defense commissioner has been sugrested. With respeset to
military authorlty, the divergence is being further emphasired by the
insistence of Giraud that alone, he hes the authority to speak for the
army, end that in his personal capacity the rearmament furnished by the
Tnited States of America was piven to him.

The authority to designate civilian sdministrators in territories
of metropolitan France as they are liberated and the question of the
organization and control of resistance movements have been brourht to
the fore in the discussions of the Committee. The extreme elements of
the Geullist faction have, it seems clear, decided that the time has come

P ——
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By & 1. Parks Dud EB 10-
to make a further effort to lessen Giraud's power as the CINC as well as to
strengthen De Gaulle's own cantrol over even the civilian moderate elements
of the Committes. The discussions which have taken place in the lest
few days in the Committee meetings have led to no solution as yet, it
is understood.

Whatever solution is reached, the moderate element of the Comnittes
insist, the decision will preserve collective responsibility of all mem-
bers which is the basis of its recognition by the Allied Governments.

The feer is beginning to be erpresced as discussions of this
nature continue, thet unless the Committee is able to rid themselves
of the personal differences end devote more attention to the prosecution
of the war the Fremch people when liberated will heve lost respect for
the Cormmittee, and the Committee itself will lose the possibility of
speaking for them when the time comes. However, it is likely, the
principel attention here will bte centered on these political matters
until the French Army 1s able to participate more amctively in the pro-

gsecuticn of the war.
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