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EO 
This message mus t bt 
closely paraphrased be­
f ore being c ommunic ated 
t o anyone , ( Br) 

Secr~ta~y of State , 

·;•as~ .r.gton . 

~72, Septrmber 6 , 6 p .m. 

MEXiCO City 

Datcd SeptembEr 6 , 1939 

Rec 1d 12 : 02 a .m,,Sept . 7th 

;ve have l~rrned very confidentially from the French 

Lcga1:ion that tl c dr.:· aft er war was r rc l :n ~a,., .. F1anc c 

on German:: , Sunl'CZ sent for t he Frc.u·l• C.)"'lde rc·.o~.l Attache 

to m>J.ke him a propOi!1.t1on to have ei1.i1cr vilE French 

Government or French privat e i nterests rr.a •<c extensivE 

p\lrchas es of Mexico , . At the samE time hE offered t o 

work out a plan of i ndustrial collaborat ion with the 

French, The French Commercial Attache had for some tim£ 

pr ior to the declaration of war urged his Government to 

consider the purchase of Mexican oil in exchange for 

Fr ench expor ts , He hns never rece ived any reply to 

these suggcstion9 from thE French Governme nt and French 

Legation considers i t unlike l y that t he French Govern ­

ment will at pre sent f avorably consider offers of oil 

from Mexico , They consider the suggest i on of industri al 

collaboration node by Suarez to be impracticable , 

Wt 
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- 2 - #272 , September 6 , 6 p . m. from Mexico City 

We learn i nformally and confidEntially from 

PEtroltos Mtxioanos that tht German LEgat i on and thE 

Mrxi<'"n Gcvtrnmtnt havE rEachEd an undrrstand1ng to 

cont1.u'.l£ ~'lipmrnts of oil to GErmany v1a Italy and to 

rrct1~E Grrman or Italian goods in return v1a Italy . 

DANIELS 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

September 7, 1939. 

The Secretary ot State encloses oopies of the 

telegrams and despatches indicated below. 

Sinoe some ot this material was transmitted in 

one ot the Department's confidential codes , it would 

be appreciated i t the enclosures oould be returned to 

the Department as soon as convenient tor appropriate 

dieposi tion. 

Telegrams Nos. 272, Kex1oo C1ty; 
521 , Cnun~tleing. 
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October 9, 1939 . 

French purchases in the United States 

Since the war broke out, the French Air Mia-

sion has placed to date t he following orders, subject to 

a contingent clause in case the embargo on arms should 

not be lifted: 

Not affected 
by the embargo 

1) Contracts signed: 

f
General Electric (128 searcblights,384 power 

plants 640 trucks $ 5. 650 . 000 
Sperry Giroscope (256 searchlights 256 

sound locators 5 . 950 . 000 

United Aircraft (2 . 250 engines, latest 
model Pratt Whitney S04G) 41 . 000 . 000 

Glenn Martin 

Curtiss 

Wright 

(130 

(630 

planes, bombers~6?) 13 .400 . 000 
.... ::;..... 1..(..( . 

planes: 530 P . 38 and _, 
100 p 40 ·)•· .... ,.(..{'--, 23.500 . 000 

(1440 engines) 28.000 . 000 

2) Contracts to be signed within a week: 

- Beechcraft (500 planes) 27 . 000.000 

North American (200 planes Model BT9 same 
as pre war order) 

Douglas (150 planes DB 7 

4.400.000 

10 . 400 .000 

159 . 300 . 000 

The Curtiss, Glenn Martin and Douglas are 

to be equipped with engines Pratt Whitney SC4G. 



The French Air mieeion contemplates to purchase 

100 more Douglas . If the u.s . Army gives the release 

for the latest Douglas A 20, the additional purchase 

would be 150 ships. General Arnold's decision will be 

known in a few days. 

~Searchli~t!; The French Government needs very 

~ badly the searchlights which are not subject to the 

embargo, and would be of the utmost value for the 

anti aircraft defense of the big cities. Under the 

contracts the deliveries are to start in February but 

wi l l not be important before April. The u.s . Army has 

placed a large order for the same eearohlighte , and 

t heMdeliveriee will etart in November. Would it be 

poss i ble to shift t he deliveries from the American to 

the French contract. 



Orders placed in Paris 

(Contracts to be signed here) 

l) Yaehine tools 

Cincinnati ¥1lling - 120 machine tools $ 800 , 000 
Brown & Sharp 

National Acme 

350 

50 

2) Trucks and motorbyc iole! 

White 2 , 500 trucks 

Studebaker 2 , 500 " 

" 
II 

• 
II 

2.500 , 000 

400.000 

Price not yet 
settled 

" 
Indian 5 . 000 motorbycicles " 
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October 16, 1939. 

urchases in the United States . 

Since October 9 , tho French ~ Commiesion~ ha~placed to 

date the following orders , subject to a contingent clause in case 

the embargo on arms should not be lifted: 

1) . Contracts signedt 

North American: 200 planes Model BT9, same as pr e-war 
order, and 40 spare engines •••••• •••••• •• •• • $ 5, 501,473. 20 

Douglas: 170 planes DB7 and spare parts ••••• ••••• 15,8~8,~05.00 

United Aircraft! 600 engines and 600 propellers... 7, 691, 000 ,00 
(option lifted on a previous contract ) 

Indian Motorcycle Co . t 5000 motorcycle s •••••••••• 2, 409 , 750. 00 

2) . Contract s to be signedt 
£, b i --~ '""'· :;'-

100 planes AoeG, .ubject to decision Douglas: 
ot u.s . ~··••• • •••• 

Wright: 455 motors double speed. . . .... . •• • ••• •• 

Price not yet 
settled • 

• 



October 30, 1939 . 

French purchases 1n the United States . 

Since October 23, the French Missions have placed to date the 

following orders , subject to a contingent clause i n case the arms 

embargo should not be lifted . 

1.- I'IHITE MOTOR co. , Cleveland Ohio . Contract of 

October 19,1939. 1500 trucks at $2,008. 98 F. O. B. 
Cleveland ••••••••• • $ 3 , 013, 470 . ­

spare parts •• ••• •• .•. •• . • • • • •• •• . ···~_,~1~00~·~00~0~·~-­
TOTAL amount of contract •. .. ..•••.........•....... . . $ 3,113,470.-

2.- E .IY . BLISS CO , Brooklyn, N.Y. Contract of 

October 24, 1939 . 3 machine tools (presses) ••••••••• $ 112,000.-

3.- CHRYSLER CORPN., Detroit, Michigan. Contract of 

October 26, 1939 . 1500 trucks type VH48 at $1, 134 , 75&$ 1 1 702, 125.-

4 .- DOUGLAS. 100 motors DB7. Contract of October 20,1939: $10, 483, 200 . -

5.- CURTISS WRIGHT, propell ers . 
Contract or October 31,1939:$ 9 , 158, 125. -
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Uy dear Ur. President: 

DEPARTMENT 0,. STATE 

WASHINGTON 

June 12 , 1940 

Ur . llllhoney , the Canadian Charge d 1 Affa1res 

ad interim, called at the Department on June 12th 

and lett a copy ot a telegram dated June lOth from 

the Canadian U1n1ster in France to the Secretary ot 

State for External Affairs at Ottavra, with the re-

quest that this telegram be transmitted to you . I 

enclose a copy 

Enclosure: 

this telegram. 

ully yours, 

Copy of telegram dated 
June 10, 1940. 

The President, 

The White House . 



From 

To 

"R" 
T&LEGRAI! 

The Canadian 111n1ater in France 

The Secretary of State for External At fairs, Canada . 

-MeeT Bi!iRL~ AllD PERSONAL 

CYPHER 

No. 135 
Pari s , June l Oth , 1940. 

No . 135 . Most secre t and Personal . ~ilitory 

Attache has asked me to oend the foll owi ng mesoage , Begins : 

I was received by General Weygand late last 

ni ght at hi e O.B.Q. Colonel Horace H. Fuller , Uni ted 

States 1Ul1tary Attache at Paris accompanied me . 

General Weygand stated : 

(1) Pr esent oituation very critical and not 

hopeful ; 

(2) Enemy have gr eat numer i cal superiority in 

men including fresh divisions; 

(3) French have in!licted heavy l os ses on the 

eneaty , men and war materi al , but Ft-ench havo suffered 

heavy losses; 

( 4) French will continue fighting as long 

as the mon have arma; thi s statement m d e t .,.·iee 1n the 

course ot conversation . As heavy casualties oee~r on 

both oideo Germany wil l sti l l have oonsideroble atrength 

when Franee completel y exhausted; 

( 5) Freneh have no reserve ~·ar material having 

put all available men and armament• into the fight. 

French and British armieo l oot great quantities of equi p­

ment ot all kinda in nor thern France . His onl y hope was 

to obtai n equipment already promised from the United 

States . He it~¢ ~entioned ~ calibre field guns 

part icularly, / 



- 2-

particularly , but t here ia alao question of planee and 
other art icle e . French Armament & reau , 't.ar mini a try 

1ntorma mo only 6 tanka and 1 ~ field plecea available 

ae replacements; 

( 8 ) Four d1via i one are expected t o land i n 
Prance from t he Britiah ! alee duri ng en tire courae of 
the preeont month. Oenera.l f/eygand expects Firat Canadian 
!>1v1e1on 1n France within two or three daye ; 

(7) General Weygand eati efiad that the Br1t1eh 
are aending aa many re1nroroomenta as warranted by 

available atooka or armamenta . Would be necessary French 
aupply gune to aoce Br1t1eh d1v1alons but bave no apare 
gune; 

( 6 ) No greater e1'forta could possibl y be 
aalced or French am1ea; Genera l r.eygand bad no thi ng but 

hoP.• admira t i on tor h i s men who a r e fighting withou t7ot 

having any reat ; 

(9) Lo06 realstanoe lmpoui ble unleaa the 
Unit ed Statea d eclares war i mmediately . Germany woul d 
then r eoona1 c1er her poa1t1on and aueb a c t1on on tho 
part ot the United Statea would make Allied victo ry 
poea i ble; 

(10) l>cumeno , Chief ot Staff t o General 
Weygand , repeated that t he French arod.ea will figbt aa 
long aa ama available . 

General Woyg&nd 1 a r amarka can be eucmed ~P 1n 

one way onlyt Thoaa who can bol p must do ao now . l:.nda . 

CANAIIIA!I MINIS'l'ER 
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CK 
This tElegram must be 
closely par aphrased bE­
forE being communicated 
to anyone , (Br) 

SEcretary of State 

Washi ngton 

TRIPLE PRIORITY ,, 
31 June~ 5 p , m, 

(Paris) 
BordEaux ,. 

Dat F.d June ~, 1940 

Rec ' d 2 : 48 a . m. 

I fE El that I shoul d make it EntirEly clear that 

t hE FrEnch Gov ernmmt is now facE d with only two 

altErna·~iv es namel y to sue for peace which would of 

coursE have to be uncondi tional or to mov E t o North 

flfr i ca £\nd continue the fight , ThE dec isi on as t o which 

to take will depend on thE nature of your repl y and the 

encourag ement or lack ther eof cont ainEd i n it, 

I f thE former i s chosen it is probablE t hat your 

mEdiation will be asked with a vi ew to reducing the 

harshness of the German terms - - t he probabl E SEVErity 

of which I believE is t oo dimly rEali zed EVEn by thE 

Government. Thos E that advocat e surrendEr stress t he 

very real likelihood of uprising of an enrag ed peoplE 

against the mnstEl"s , both political and industrial , who 

havE s o criminally betra yed and dECEivEd thEm : the 

innooe:nt 1'1111 suffer with guil t y and much blood Vlill f l ovl0 

They 



- 2-#3, JunE 16 1 5 p . m. from (Pnri s) Bor d e:aux. 

ThEy also point to GErmnn vEngEancE \lhich will be: wrwk e:d 

on France: for continuancE of th~ struggl E from ;\frica 

and loss of th£ uncapture:d flEe:t . ThEy quEstion th£ 

moralE of a FrEnch e:vacuate:d a r my in 1\fr ica whosE 

familiEs arE le:ft to Nazi r u lE . 

ThosE who urg E r Emoval of thE Gove:rnmEnt to North 

1\fricn fore:s EE that only thus can a frEE and indEpEndEnt 

France: survi v e: ; t;1st C'nly thus can thE symbol of a 

living FrancE bE mainto. i md; that only thus c an the: 

Frmch f l EEt bE ke:pt afl oat for thE de:mocrnc1Es. 

ThE dEcision nill bE takEn tomorrm7 morni.ng. 

BIDDLE 



CK 
This t ElEgram must be 
c l os £ly paraphraotd bt­
for £ b Eing oonu•tunicat Ed 
t o an~rcnE , (Br) 

SEcretory of Stat£ 

Washington 

TRIPLE PRIORITY 

4, JunE lG, 1 a . m. 

{Pnri s) 
BordEaux 

DatEd Junt lG, 1940 

Rto 1d 5 :00 a , m. 

STR! 8Tfll' e e;nn nmTPlO FOR PRESIDENT AND THE 

SECRETARY, 

ThE cabinEt unanimously decided to ask for thE 

t £rms of an armisticE , They havE ool:cd thE !lritish in 

ViEW of thE agrEEmEnt b£t1/E£n thE two Alli ES for thEir 

concurrEncE i n this movE , They EXpEct to havE the 

British nnswtr tomorrow and this has just bEEn confirmed 

to mE by my British coll EaguE. 

REynaud to whom I delivErEd your mEssaGe at 7 ond 

whom I s aw ac.sain at midnight ExplainEd that onl y by such 
-&-. 

a mov E could hE show thE Frmch pEoplE who hav E11kEpt 

in utter ignorancE of thE rEal gravity of thE military 

si tuation thE SEVErity of Gtrman t erms and justify a 

fl~ght of thE OovErnmmt 11 to Africa or England" • {"I 

onl y hop£ thEy won r t bE too modErn t £ 11 hE said) . 

I fEr.l , and the Brit1~h, I find concur, that thE 

dangErs of th1a move and thE shook to thE mornlE of both 

thE 



• 

-2-;~4 , Jun~ 1 6 , l a . m. from (Par i s) Bor d Eaux. 

thE army and thE p Eopl £ will far outvt£1t;h thE pol1 tical 

advunte~gcs o I b £11 EVE furthEX'T•lOI' E tho. t d i t'ftr me ES 

w1 thin thE Oovtrn:nEnt as to futurE policy may wrll 

tndangrr such plans as t hEy may haVE for rtmoval 

ElSE\'Iht r e: . \'lhilE llandrl and Campinchi favor continuancE 

of thE f i ght PEtain and 1"/ t ygand (who incrEdibl E a s 

1 t may s r Em uplJEar to !' E EJ. t hllt a r E:al " ne:gotia t £d11 

ptaoc i s pos3iblE) urgE surrendEr. 

(END Ol? SECTION OHE) 

DIDDLE 



CK 
This tEl E g l'!ll1l mus t bE 
closEly pal'aphras e:d bE­
fore: b:inG communi catEd 
to anyonE . (Br) 

SEcrEtary of State: 

Washingt on 

TRIPLE PRIORITY 

( Paris) 
BordEaux 

DatEd June: 16, 1940 

41 Jun e: 16, 1 a . m. (SECTION TriO) 

I havf: onphasize:d throuGhout my conve:rsations with 

all the: me:mbe:rs of thf: GovEl'nllle:n·t with l'thom I have: 

talke:d thE vital importance: of maintaining the: frEEdom 

ol' thE Fre:noh f l Eet . I run re:lie:v e:d to s ay that tonight 

I l f:a rn that REy11aud obtainEd , aftEr a rEal batt le: in 

which h E t[l..re;ate:m:d to rEsign, the: approva l of.' his 

Gove:rnme:nt not re:p ~:at not to surre:ridEr the: f l EEt at any 

c ost . Of this he: , MandEl and Campinchi all assurEd mE 

tonight. 

I of coursf: imprEssEd upon thEm that to this end 

th e: maintEnancE of a frEE and unt1•ammElEd Gove:rnmEnt was 

e:ss e:ntio.l; that \'lith out conti nuancE of such n Gove:rnmmt 

thE Amn•ican pe:opl e: might find thEir continunnc e: of the: 

matf:rinl a i d bEinG re:nde:re:d the: Allie:s a contribution 

to douocracy which was justifi f:d ne:i thEr by i d e:al nor 

utility. Thi s I said wa s clEarly and pointEdly brought 

out in your mEssag e: of this aftErnoon. 

(END OF l!ESSAGE) 

EMB BIDDLE 



CK 

~ ~ 

Seorttary of Sta te 

Washington 

RUSH 

5 1 June 1 6 1 2 c ,n , 

GRAY 

( Pur1a) 
Bor deaux 

Dat ed June 16, 1910 

~l£' I do not wish to appear nlarclst I c.m 

convl.nccd tha'.; the Dcpo.rtnmt should 1!!t.."1Ec'.int ely tnl:c 

under considerc. t i on the pr obabl e need for oucrgcnoy 

evacuation fl'''l'll F'ranc c to a nearby nrutral port of 

AL"lEric~ns still r~aining i n this area , ~E problDn 

may well ( -;}) 1 t s elf r;Hhin n fe\1 hours or dJ.ys end 

our wa·:ships nov.• at Li sbon appear to offEr the only 

feasibl e s oluti on . I t i s of coursE a l ikel ihood ao 

I have ~ointcd out of an early upria inc and ensuing 

conditi ons of ncar chaos v:hich OOl'lptls n c t o urge 

you to :::tvc ir.vtEdiat c considcr~tion to this questi on, 

I shall telegr aph an eotimatc of the ap~roximatc 

number of Americans now in the Bordeaux and Bi arritz 

regions end sug~ catc:d evacuati on points , 

BIDDLE 

Elffi 
(*) apparent ~ssion 



mmy 
This tclccru m must be 
closEly paraphras ed bE­
forE bEing communicated 
to anyonE (br) 

SEcrEtary of Stat£ 

washington 

TRIPLE PRIORITY 

6 , June 16, 4 p ,m, 

BordEaux 

DatEd JunE 16, 1940 

I! F. c ' d 3 : 43 p .m. 

My tclcgrruns Nos . 3 , June 15 , 5 p .m. and 4 , JunE 6 , 

1 a .m. 

DiffErEncEs o.· opinion continuE wi~n t:1c C'cvcrruEnt . 

No dtci:Jion \'Jaa to.J:cn aa to cours . of action at t."lis 

morning• s cabinet m£ Etine pending rEcEipt of tl'>E British 

reply which it> cxp~ctcd to bE dtlivlrtd this afternoon. 

A furthEr Co1.lllcil of JlinistErs is achEd\uEd to bEgin at 

5 t:hi s cvcnine. 

BIDDLE 

W\'IM 



--... ~· 

REP 

S£or£tcry o£ Stat£ 

'Ja.olU.118t~n 

'"L-\0 

TRIPLE PRIORITY 

11, JunE 16, n1dn1ght 

I ~5F" ~v-. - ,........,....-', 
I 

oR:,y 

BORDEAU 

DatEd Jun£ 16 

rtEC 1 d 1:10 o. . tl . ,Tun,; 1 7 

PEtnin :::nd a ::;>CC.CE CO.bin£t have CUCCEEdCd R£:p~ud. 

( E'ID Q SEC. :'IO!' O~E) 

B!D')LE 

REP 

I 
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HSLI 
This ttlEcram must bt 
closEly parapbrastd 
bEf orE bting communi­
catEd to anyont . (Br. ) 

SEcrEtary of Stat£ , 

Was~ington. 

TRl PIE 1-RIORITY 

(Paris) 
Bordeaux 

DatEd Junt 16 , 1940 

Rtc 1d 10 a , m. 

11, Junr 16 , midnight ( SECTIO:< T' 10) 

ThE lattEr sEnt fox• mE at ElEvEn ton i aht . Ht wail calm and 

EntirEly himdtlf ~cai~--a man rEl iEVEd of on En~ nnou~ wEight 

but for thE future of FrancE . "I have rtmuinEd faithful to 

my word" hE oe.id , and loyal t o my policy o (' c looEst collat.ora­

tion with Great Britain and tht UnitEd Statts . t sca1l 

always rEmain convincEd that such is thE only policy . ThE 

major i ty fE l t thE sa crificES France is bEing callEd to makE 

art too grtat to continuE . I have rt sign Ed and thE PrEsid t nt 

has appointEd Mar shal Pttain in my plaot . I am profoundly 

grattful for what your PrEsidEnt bas dont and I hopE you 

will txprtss my gratitudE , " 

PEtain will of coursE immEdiatEly sEEk an armistic E by 

dirEct approach, REynaud thinks to the enEmy l ints . 

His collaborators art VicE Prtsidtnt ChautEmps (if ht 

occtpts); National DEfEnSE Wtygand ; l'lar Colson: ForEign 

Affairs , 



hem -2- No , 11, June 16 , midnight (Section 2) from oordtaux 

Affaire Baudoin ; Justice , Laval ; Interior , Marqutt (Liayor 

of Bordeaux); La or, Paul FaurE (ltadtr of the pac11'ist wing 

of the Socialist Party) ; Finance Boutill; Public Works , 

Fros sard. Tht rr.s t said Rcynaud a r c "of no importance" . 

Th£ Ministry of Information (so called) has bEEn abolishEd . 

l'lh11E it nov1 btlones to history Reynaud rcferrcd in 

glowin( to~s to Churchill "rep ly" this afternoon . It was 

far-rtachin~: in scopE : it meant in r eality a fusion of thE 

two g r•ta t c np1r~ !l . It nlight ht s aid have rv. r ktr\ thc "Jtg1nnint 

of a UnitcC. Sta ~t s of Eur op e, The chance !.as n -:>w btz:l los t . 

( E'I>"D ! .. ESSAG£) 

BID ) j..£ 

CSB 
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Y~r~ltr. R•!atlone or t~~ Un1!r1 St•t•e 

,. .. nee 

Vol . 11, Pare• 45<-456. 

H$11 
Th1• tt ltt:r&:4 nua t be 
cloetl7 paraphraecd 
before b eing co~nl­
eat<~ to anyone . (Sr. ) 

Secre tary of State , 

\"lashington . 

TRIPI£ PRIORITY 

12, Ju~t 17, 2 a . m. 

• • 

( Pnria) 
Bol'd1aux 

Dated June 17, 1g40 

R~c'd 10:36 a . a. 

Rrrrr 
UN'-'~· .... .... • ~::J 

lly tcltgrOlll !fo . 11, June 16, midnight . 

s--w- r - u 631 ~ UIUf!IK"'L. Baudoin a tnt tor t1.:. at: td-

night to inform me that ont hour bifort 1~ tht n&Mt or t~ 

Prtaln GovErnmtnt he had rtqucsttc1 th£ S!)L.nieh Oovrrnctnt 

to ask the Gcrnan Oovcrnocnt on what tcnrus 1 t woulO r.rant 

an armL!itlcc. The corm:~unlcatlon to the Spanlab Ambassador 

whlcb ht la tcr rted to me urged that tht l'rqu.rat bt tran:J­

a..ltttd at the ta!"llcat poeolblt ::cctnt A:l. that the t.oll'b~~>O 

or French c1tlta mlrht Clllt ~cdlatcly . 

In hi s expose ot the rraaon3 co~prlllno h11 Government 

to tttkt thl:s gro.ve a tcp ht eald ths t the French ortey n1e 

oornplEttly smaahed" 1 thAt slaughter or further thoua(lnds 

t~ust b< stopped: that the fight was hopclua . It th< tcnr.a 

or aurrc:ndtr rc cctvcd howcvu· a rt "unwortl\7 ot the honor- or 

c!1gn1ty of Pr.nec• they will be oodc public and their 

unacccptab1l1ty 



• 

hsm - 2 - No . 12, June 17, 2 a . ~ •• fror Bordeaux 

unacct ptability rrad E mani fest to the French peoplE. This 

would give them courage to continue thE " mor al struggle " ; 

the militar y bat t lE was over . As to thE flttt ht asaurtd 

mt fonna lly tha t it would never bt surrtndtrt cl to Otrmnny : 

as guarantu Admiral Darlan whose virws ht sa i d arE •vEll 

known on this subject had bEtn namtd t:inis t rr of l!arint . 

(His appointment to tht post is I feel largEly for thE 

purpos E of reassuring tht British and ours~lves . Th~ 

Admir~l 's new g.wtrnmrnt assochtcs hardly i.nspl-c c:•"lPlEtE 

(*) that t!., e French ~lE t t will remain a bu!warY. a£_£' 1st 

Na~i aggrt Rsion . ) 

Ht co;.cludtl\ w1t"l rEpeatEd ussura'1c t:J nf t;,; c~:.r-:inn.1. 

policy and a rd t nt dE sirt of th c new G:>VE:r:l -:1 : nt to cont inu;: 

the closest coll«boraCion with the Br!.tis':l and ourscl Vts . 

" Nothing" hE said in conclusion, "has cbangcd"--a v!.c vpoi nt 

with which nany of the sons of FrancE will take se rious isauc; 

they will agree with Reynaud's remark to 11! : "Th: new Oov:· ~- · 

rncn t wil l dart nothing" . 

BIDDLE 

CSB 



AS 
This te:le:gram must bE 
close:ly paraphrasEd be:­
fore: bE ing communicatEd 
to anyone: , (0) 

Se:cre:tary of St ate:, 

l'lashington. 

(Paris) 
Vichy 

Date:d Nove:mbe:r 12, 1940 

Reo'd 9 a. m. , 13th 

939, Nove:mbe:r 12 , 4 p, m, (SECTI ON OUE). 

The informant mEntionEd in my tElegram No. 649, 

Se:ptEmbe:r 27, 2 p.m. calle:d ye:ste:rday to tEll me: thE 

true s t ory of thE de 3rinon intErvi EW {my t ElEgram 

902, Nove:mbe:r 6, 4 p.m.) and GErman e:fforts to pin 

r e:sponsibility for France:'s e:ntry into t he: war on the: 

Unite:d StatEs, Ache:nbach of the Ge:rman Embassy at 

Paris has for some: time: be:e:n working on Daladie:r 1 s 

private: SECrE tary Made:moise: l le: MollEt, along thE l ine: 

t hat DaladiEr was re:al ly, from the: GErman point of 

vie:w, a man of the: be:st inte:ntions; that the: GErmans 

did not hold him re:sponsible: for the: war; that he: was 

me:re:ly duPEd or misl e:d by the: UnitEd Stat e:s and e:spe:cially 

by Ambassador Bul litt. Whe:n sufficie:ntly indoctrinatEd 

she: was SEnt with the: connivance of Laval to sre: Dal6die:r 

at Ohaze:ron to endEavor to pe: rsuade: him t o base his de:­

fe:nsE on and issuE a stateme:nt as to false assuranoe:s of 

support 
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support f rom th~ Unit~d StatEs . APParEntly llad~moisEllE 

MollEt was motivatEd solely by a misgui~d desirE to SEE 

her chiEf rElEasEd f r om pri son and had rEcEived intimat ions 

t hat such a s t atEmEnt would mEan th£ End of thE Riom t rial 

as far as hE was oono£rnEd. ShE was EntirEly unsuccEssful 

in hEr Efforts much t o thE rE liEf of my informant and 

Dal ad1Er's attornEy. Duri ng this PEriod n£1thEr of thE 

lattEr WErE PErmittEd to lEav~ thE occupied tErri tory to 

SEE thE form£r PrimE Minist£r. (I lEarn from REynaud' s 

daughtEr that Mad£moi se ll£ MollEt was a l so B£nt in vain to 

try to Extract somE compromising statEmEnt from REynaud) . 

!LATTHE\'IS 

TFV 



JR 
This t~lEGrQ~ ~ust b£ 
closEly p~r~:h~as:d b£­
fot'E bttn& cu:....r.lltnicatEd 
to o.n~·or.t . ( C i 

SrcrctnrJ of StntE1 

Washington . 

(Po.ris ) 
Vichy 

Do.tEd Novcnbcr 12 , 1940 

Rcc ' d 6 : 34 p . o . 

93~ .• ~10V£mb£r 12 1 4 p . m. {SECTION T"/0) , 

· .• n~n tl'is <)am~ !'ailed, the Germans through Achenbach 

tol..: Dalll.11Er' ~ l!ilv;Er that thEy must go through the papErs 

which hE had !'or ch< d EfEnse of his client; they ~uld 

v:ait sEveral clays until :.rademois Ellc Mollet ' s return but 

hE must orom~sc in thE intErim not to touch them . This he 

finally agrEEd to do; thE sEarch revealEd nothing 

sat~sfactory from the GErman point of view. It was then, • 

said my infonnent , that thEy dEcidEd on thE DE Brinon 

intErview frankly 3tating that thEy wanted to brEak 

something LO influEncE our ElEctions . From an AmErican 

hErE who tall<Ed to DE Brinon , I learn that the latter 

merEly rEcEivEd a tElephonE call stating that hE would 

r<ccivE thE Vl~it of an ~Erican nEwspaper correspondent 

and that hE shoul.l givE hi:-~ nn intErviEw in thE sense hE 

did . 'Vhy thE GE:-:n~ns hnppEn<d to pick thE I.N . S . 

corrcspond~t at Paris for this particular propaganda j ob 

I do not know . This wholE Effort to influence thc tlcction 

has 
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has been oo clumsily handled and ~o apparent that it 

constitutes just one more txam)lE c: GtP.nan pyschological 

stupidity . It is however of sOr.!E intE rEst as showing 

th£ ioportancc which they attached to the defeat ot th£ 

President . Lavo.l 1 s own action , obviously at German 

i nstigation , i n the sense of a peace offensive (my 

tElEgram .'o . 911 , November 7 1 6 p . m. ) and thE obvious 

Gt.r:nan hopH ho·:1£vcr unfounded tha. t the President 's 

d tfE3t wou~d ~a~E thi: mor: possible would seem to 

constitutE further straws in th• wi nd that they a rE not 

too happy at til~ prospec t of a long " 1n• and our ac tive 

material coopEro.tion with thE Bri tish--rEgardl cso of how 

often they ::ay that our hElp will arrive t oo late to bE 

Effec tive . (E.D OF !.:ESSn~E) 

1/.A TTHE\"/S 

JK 

, 
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liDlOIWfDCII POll 

In new tt ttae ••Uera.to., reepoa11 ,_ aa.-.1 
Pet&la an4 0.81Nl Rata~• to ., •e..,., wlaat wodt fCN 
~nk of 1a.thllll a1o111 •• tol1owt.111 UBII 

Por L..at, - P1MII dell'lll' till tollowllll •eMil 
fi'OII 'hi Pree14eat to aal'lha1 Pet&ln ln pereoa lt polllblll 

•t~ae P"e14en\ bae, •• the ~ w11 
ltno .. , &II o14 &114 tlep atteoUoa tor b1a &114 
Wl4eret&Ma tale uh ••e ,,.....,.. wllleb ll 
bel• eu ... l ... oa tba llal'lbal an4 late GoY....-
••'- tbe o. ..... . 

fill Preelteat teell' MIO'III'1 , ... , laiOfaP 
ae •• ,..,.,.. ot a. wol'l aa4 tM wn1111 et 
ble, • .., ll ..... I'M4, till tlM ll ..... , but 
tor 4eolaloae wbleb lhoul.4 •' be open to 
t'laWH UIOOili\ .... Ua, 

,...,, le to4a7 operaU111 acler tlae MNI 
ot aa AIWleU .. aa4 ate ANlltlee ...,...., la 
ett10\, "-'till,.. .... Oo1onlal s.pll'l WIMilt 
DOt be nolaht "' a. Otrr ·•· 

ftl1 pl'lnppoee4 .... , U woult be 4etln414 
"' PF••etz•• ln tba' Oo1oalal laplre -cat••' 111 
to .. e ot aUaek ti'OII ae o•talte. 

ftl1 •• la aotllal hOt ..met "' at 
n.k&l' an4 llenlleN .. alut •"-.'14 ••e of a 
porUoa ot a. Oo108la1 laplrr "' lrUllh ...... 
toroel. 



.... 
!be , ... u .. , ll tblakllll la ....... , 

01111 ot tiM ,.. ... , wt ot tiiWI'e lllate., all4 
be llopll U..t .. II&Peba1 ... 11•• lata el...­
.. , .. .....,.. tbat tile II&JoUII1 an4 tile .. .,..... 
•ent ot ,... .. 1laa ol'4e ... tllle Ooloalel 110'11,._ 
aeata 111 AM•, la ula 111•• all4 lD ..._ Pal' 
lut to eMW DO 4lHI'lalMU .. tnut tM 
hraue bl aoquleeoe ... la -. ue of ,.,...... 
tll'l'i ._., 1tr tiM lew r .. . 

!be '"ll4ent teele tbat tble woa14 
hearten tile wol'l4. ud thlt •• a llte-lolll 
tl't.ellll ot P'NMe an4 tbe ,... ... ,.aople be ll 
entlnet to an anner troe bll olcl tl'lenl 
VII Jlareba1• • 

r. D. R. 
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ntll ec:c.n- ·y or n a,ft 

. ... ..,.,til. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

June 1? , 1941' 

My dear General Watson: 

The American Ambassador at Vichy has received tram 

a trusted triend a.nd termer assistant or M. Paul Reynaud, 

ex-Premier or 7rance, copies or letters which w. Reynaud 

recently addressed to Marshal Petain trom his prison at 

Vale. 

M. Reynaud has requested that copies or these let­

ters be handed to the President and translations or them 

are enclosed. In rtew or the reprisals that uy be taken 

aga1.nst K. Reynaud's person should it be kn.own that he had 

caused these letters to leave France, hie emissary earnest­

ly requeete that they be accorded the most confidential 

treatment. 

J:ncloeures: 
Copies or lettere 
in tranelation as 
eta ted above. 

Major General Edwin M. Watson, 

Secretary to the Preaident, 

The White Bouse. 

o.::-· • 
Su.t.e t~.. ... .... . 1·\l .3 

By J. Schouble D>IAI FE 8 8 1972 
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l.eUff *all..! 6/11/U 

--" W&Jor Ctntral 1. W. Wataon 
The lblU Hou.t. 

··----- 0-

COif"I p iiT tAL OSZ!Oillltpg&p! 

folo, -.n1 '• 1M1. 
liP. a.r.llt,al, 

It ... ~--·,..,_._ .. -, .. 
Wlq retuee«, la .. .s ... , t o tapU•1att .. , tOMlY4t .. 
-loUH ... l oh I - '-oUblo vlt:ll ,.,._b -· 
lAd lnt ... ea\. 

lut ... will .. , t&U. , . ...... ""'"" · h ... , 
an ... l .. rliOill..nf ••. , .... • •tha l ater rott oautM •• to 
... &Mall .. bt aU . ..... , ... 1 ........ 1 ... ,.u .... lA 

-u•• "'"' a .-1•1• "''" --1 .. -no. 
I tilt 10 - ... .,_. tb.,.pt lllot I ftlld to -

'"' lf t bh ... ., ............. ., ..,, ,. . .... ,.lAC .. 
P•• U.. ·~ et .,.., ••1M, ..,. Mt ._..,, la tbt ,..,.. .,...,.,nc .. , "" • Ml"ttt ot .tl..-tl"' t M\PUY 
to trut.b • 

....... , ....... t ••• 

1. It 1o ,_, lbot n lo tbt llrltltll - ·-• 
'Oil1oll ...... - w pn-- tilt war Ia It- Ahloo. T" ........... , .... ..., ........... ,. ................... ... 
•ua. _... a.u "WF .... u. s. • ern .. , .._, t lall ... ,. 

oiN 11a4 · - .... •1 ao. II n- tHa 1bo --~ 
I M \h.tt .. .. , ta. Allltl et ... a-....u"' ...tl Oth_., U 

........... , .. 1 .... -- ,... --.., - -· 

... '"''""I Iooft ao _,..._or,_ ~""'"' - ullo4 ao 
t o ••~•· 

•• 
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1 . It ll l .. aaol that Mr. Cbarlol Rolbol wa1 an 1 0JO 

wu .... • of UJtlllng llbatO'for. lo profUot flooe oulpablo 

aM, for \lao ..,,, part, oapl"loloue lo4110J'oUoae. 

a. It h lnoxaot that Goooral Von ... WI"'to lo .. , 

on .., 28 and Juno 7 , • n M4 M" RNfllM ldSve • 

alkiDC ao so oooolu4o aa araleS1oo. 

lo wroso l o .. , 011 Sbo ooaiPU'J, l._. 10 , sus ao wao 

•tv f1'91 Myty laS •U _.., M4 a. elalot, luo u, 

J OV. .... pi"OieDII 111 Cl lD Qa lid U'rlll Mprl '\ I 

,, M M''M ,,,, ••• ,., ,,, "' la .,. lad a··rt•r .... . 
e.M I n ..... l Utftlil .. nO aa lllpoi'Saal polat of 

Ute hltiOPJ ot SM war 11 plno•• tor IJae reputaUoa ot 

........ FJ. 

IS 11 all 1M aoro lM•lloablt Ne~11M I ba4 wlttoa 

lo J'OIIo on loploaMI' I, 1140, lo polot eMil lo J~ Ulat IJae 

UUODal DPOI4eUUJIC (.-.UODI) W tlpNI4 U tor be 

tlrel tuo. b.r ....., u. ooaohol .. SMNh •· as Sial .. 
Uao, 

ld Mv! 'dtnf 'M n-•, •101a 11 taleo, euoo au 
leolare4 W1P oa l._. 101 18<1 teaoloe, IIPOCWOI', loS lS 

IN 1114 • "''"'· a alftpl&P laek ot UoWl.._. ot tM 

p.,UOlou ot IJae llallaa 1 ... _... flaeJ """ aot a.o 

Nhalllet troll .-aarlns ln 1bo epolle Men•• wo ba4 au.t 

,_ aa ... leUoo tl'o• •• ,., • 

•• 
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•· It h 1nuaot Shd 'Sbt &Dlltlll Gart4 D ¢ 

'"''''' lhf t?S'' fprlh ' 'in •••rltllt of '''lr .. 114re1. 1 

Aa 8001l U Sbe (t11U&I'7) oo • nd d M l are4 that ·­

fllbt ba4 beeo.e purpoee1eee, I propoee4 so e top LS 

Q0 She 1911 qt M tnvol U M PnM•• &I U bat ..... ln Sial 

.. SMI'1UI4e, vhllllt. wOill.d h&Ye ..,_.... Ill tbe 111111 ntt_... 

dl.ll'lq t he loag period• w loh ...,.. ..... ...., ter taae oMala-

1 1\1 of She &NleUee. \Obi I w01ll4 h&Ye "- the IIH lf l 

ha4 noS lie• ollllf:e4 to Tlll4 U.e pow•, .... .-Lac so \be 

ooalLUon o011p0ee4 of :rourlllf, oen .. al WeJ1aa4, M4 tbe 

taJorur d u.a tlnLes ... to ...._ blgb llllltar, .,.._ 

1U11 etatl41 111 "?• Ut• • ' leM yUl MD • • •ttt 

n , , 114' • u•·•··· 
n h .......... , ... ,-- ....... , of 11blab l ••• 

U.e bel4 aor ..., of Ue 11 •••• wh1ab ... lie ........ of 

nan ac Uun~&bt sus 'b st llltt4 w "' n,... •r• •. 

7bat 11 I MU... If tl .. MlM ........., 6WM If I 

P'lbll• ... u ... 

I 

1. IS h lnasMt to .., sus the U'llhClH tlftl 

u w• Mr 1y• 5 v• u u ht4 -.. .-.. fu 

·~· 
Wbea, •• ~-- 1t ., ea.•. • ••••111 •• ,. ....... ,. 

OOM111&e .. lll'llliUIIo - INlll .... lUll '14 ln tbl 

hoM ... ,.,. o....., lh .... ... .... ...., .., • tlaat 

ebe lAt ..... to •tala ~ _,.._ nWIIlte ,._ _,. ,,, .. ., 

wi.Ulia till h 151ft ... wUbftt tae flo...-ft of tbl II'WIIUM • 

•• 



1. I' 11 lnexaet that at t he Supr eme Counol1 vbleh 

wa1 he14 JUDe 11 (anA not t he 1~) , at Brl ... ( anc not at 

f oura), • r. W1D1ton Cbarah111 retule4 anr tar•her aeall t&DOe 

ot 'b• IDgllah alr toree. 

He pro.leed, on the eoatrar.J, t o atu4r the que1tloa 

ae aooa a1 ~ retlll'lle4 to Loadon. 

It 11 ao' 1eee lnezaet that •tar •ttke. our toldllfe 

haA nittA lA y&in for liM lnd l!!h pureylJ photl", tor .. 

rMel'fe4, at •1 l!al1.J lD1ttanou, l llpol'h.nt udth.nee troll 

the R.A.r. In the l lSbt of what baa happened alnoe, no 

one ean repl'Oaell t he prtme a1n1ot er t ::>r not hnl ng engace4 

ln t he battle ot Pranoe t he whole ot an alr toroe upoa 

whloh , t odar, our obaaee ot Ylotolr'J reate. 

Aa t or t he relation ot wor de exoh&Dge4 • ' that 

aupre.e Oounol l , l t oonatltutee a 181k of 41p1oaat1e 

oorr .. t neea. Rot l ong a1noe, Pranee had Aeport• ent. 

t. It 1 1 t nexaot that P~ee1dent Rooa.,e1t repll .. 

•rath!r eya11ye1y • to the deaeace that l bat aeot to h18 

on June Ho. 

Tbat 11 a fail ure t o reoosntae the laportanoe ot 

hla rap l 1 an4 the gen ... l ltJ tbat 1neplre4 H. 

In • l s hl~P" .. ot Juae 16, Vhloh I read to the OoUAOU 

ot Ml nliUrl, t he >•ree1d«~t. ;, t t l.e 1Jn1t ld St atea re::~1~ 

a a t~t , 1n re~nae to my appeal , 1.:..e Alior.loan Oovernaent 

u&d1 i ll tu8 0 ;)\ll'll Of paa\ Wdillo ~.,1114 \Ul ll'lth alrpllllee1 

l'lll• (t11 1) anA aunUlona ot all k1D4e. He tll'fe ae, turtbenore, 

tiM 



'he ....... tut "M lzr M rr pn •MI''"M 'be •M plt, 

$' M114 ta-l M fMtlY'er IM Ml4rltl eM I lltt 11 

Qpp41flf1r 1 777 77111 FS?Stltlpe.• 

hat .., h M¥ \Mt ,_.,.lea woa14 bdt Mta tor •• 

• u lht hu ~ .. ,., t• fnalta• • a DOD-btlll&tren\ a llJ. 

,, ,... btlJic •nn= ""'"", thh ••• ,.. wu, 

oa tile e ontrU'J, elJlcalarlJ oou...,eou 1t we bear 1n a1n4 

t he 4&\t •hi• U wu unt. 

f he J~\ paeet4 on lt b7 the nat ional br oa4taatla, 

[17at•l h ,.....,ore wata1r tD4 oan brl.Dc J07 ot17 t o tlat 

•tal•• of lraatt. 

1. It h lat .. ,, tbat the otter ot ra.u ...... t.U.Ita 

uaioa whlth ....... t o ue, .rue 18, 18410, woa14 bt9e 

lranr• pt It !b' r••t of A AfJtlplM. I 
'lbat ott• 1011t ... la ... tbt J)l'lMlplt of a Ul• 

*!.aa I wu atafef to ....,,, ,.,Jilt t o U ... HlaC tbt 

... uuet of lt ltt•· At for .,, I ....,., t o "'"'•ate 

v&-.., alUtt ratbtr UIM wl .. tbt •1 0. 

t. U le , ... ,_. tlaat tilt ted ot thh "C aea11t waa 

l!et•t••ef M M ,_ I me· • I a1 .. 'znUt, Q 

lr. 3 t''l'• .......... . 
lru ... .._, ...... wiM ...u M attreatef 

tt ••" ._.U .. ._u,, a •• •• of., co.eraaeat, W 

Mea ,.t -, ., 11 t lllttlOD to tale trlUth Prlat •lahttr. 

A• a .. uer ot tut, o,..,.l 4t Oavlle ttleJhote& tbt tnt 

to .. aa4 ... Wlattoa ct.r.aa!ll ttltphotef. .. an ...... 

" 
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to alit at 111 ttnUatat. What 11 tbert out ot tbt ,., 1a 

all tbe" 

lut heH 11 wb&t 11 aore pe~l41oall •• elrlld• 

4tle11. 11 IH oJhg tp4 ot Jbt yt.n. l!tere n•· 11 lf br 

gh••t. at tht tl41 ot lbl Fnu.b hwlv. 1M lnpnl 

BR .. u. IM fbe&py of tilt Pryte-l1r1U• CtMlUH~ • 

P...Cl41out, 1n tbt f1Pit pl..,, It at, wM IIPPtll'tA 

at b&Y1q bttD wuUng 1a trat 41PU7 of 111 tftltt. I 

p&el tb&t ••••.•• 

lui lbt anuk on o.a...l lptert, 11bo lt tat of tM 

ol4ttl u4 aott tal lhh.l tr11Mt of h Mt lJI tilt """ 

ot c-ont 1114 moa u 11, '' lea .. , ,.,...._ to IHal u 

, auepttt, 1t .. ~··un ... •• u '' lapl'tptr. It ... 
J'fKUU'l7 Mel"ttit ... to .. , Klalat• of War, b7 Kr. ~11, 

aD4 rat waa Hlll.lll H .. tUI ..,, lJI 1141ftJ wl~ blt 

artut .. 'ltl'• llt petUltD ... tataret ... , at alWQt, p.._ 

ftttl7 ........ 

1 lake u.e 11-.rtJ et .,., ... , .. taat tlllett tl4 "'"'' 

talt ..... --- tf ...... ....-..,. 

ltthlac '' ..... '' • ... ,. ... ut "" , , .,....,. to 
tbt aaUtaal lnt ... t ,.._ t!attt 1at1nuaUona &D4 tbett 

, .. ., .. , atla.tkt -.on lbt ltt4wt ot a pttplt .tlttt btrolta 

wUl ....... 0111' talYatltDe 

Wt Utw onl7 l oo wll who 1111 J'tJolat al tbta. 

• • • 
• 
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All tMM lN•NU-...., ~er l'lll"etabl t all4 

•= .. tns tiiiJ ..,. 111, .. a ••11 Ull• b .. l41 Uae attli'-

NUN tut Oeural 4e 0..11• hat eontrU•W ..... tbaa 

Uae late 0Miral leUIJIIM wUh relpMt to Uae ... or hue. 

Por tb&PI WI toveb .... the eeeeetl1l eauee Of OUJ' 4et .. t. 

AaCII taa.., .,Un, I .. oa t rlal • the flrlt e-t. 

le ,.. blll.n tlllt the people Itt ,.._., wlll ....... 

IIMw that oar hJ.&tl allltiii"J' uUlorUle• 4•1&1'14 that a 

eOIIUD-1 fl'ollt, eatiD4lnc '*'- the .. J'th Sea to lwthll'­

l&M, 11 lJmalAIJ'able all4 that Chi ID~ ICH1l4 oalJ' ·­

bi'IIINI lJI U lbat WCH1l4 b 1 the -. 4ailclrOWI for )ala 

tile ... ;a th., .... , 

Do 7011 bellWI lbat thlf wlll DWIJ' IIMw lbat GM_.al 

cte O.wlll f.Ml&l'l4 h the eoat...,, that aa .,..,._. eerpe, 

\be 1011p11ltl .. of whllll be 4eflJIM1 -14 M U laet,.._ 

aeat euUM tor wuerlJic, at a pelat, tMt eoatt-0111 troaU 

De 1•• MllWe taat tlaef wlll awer nna 
1. !bat • ICaJ'IA 31, ltH, tt.n 71&1'1 MfOI'I till 

G• w ott•elYI of llq lHO, I lnti'OChlle4 la the Obrrter 

a , ... ,_,laa eltablllllillc that ar.oret .. .,,, 

! . nat I ......... that tbe GINM..., WCHal4 put 

tllrollllt llllaM N4 Jelcl•, WCH~l4 llllwe tbe hlll• ..., 

all .. on the Albert Dallal , all4 WCHI14 attNer CHIJ' awU IN 

frolltlll', whilh tbe Hlcber War OoUMll vat l'lhtl..llc te 

rorutrt 

3 . That we would be lan414 ltf a •• •• ...., e-. 

pi eM 
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peNt of .,. .... U•hlu• -.pene4 llf ootlbat all'plaaoo 

lf we 41& .. t ba•• ••al1M1o aa ....... oorpo Wl1ela aloao 

oeal4 ... "1• •• to aako a •lotor1ea. ooaater oft .. •1••' 

1e f" "•u... t~~~at uae, wt.ll ...... u.. ... , ., 

IOUII'- p1M WU reJ .. , .. , 1D ......... , AI •w'"" It 
... uu•uu•~··· .._, wu atapt .. 1a 0a ••f' 

De fOil Mll .. o that \hOf wlll ..... bow tbat tel' 

fOAI'Ot throlllb 1 .. t ... o, l!Ookl0 &4boiH11 aewepap• 

artle1H, I u..o ... ,l1 oa11e4 tor the a4opU• ot ., 

... , .. p1•' 

Po fOil Mll .. o ,.,_, •hor wt.ll n .. .,. a- tu\ u wa• 

\be "orPta ann• .. ••FP• \be\ ltroko out tr•t on tbo •noo, 

1a • .,, 1t.O, thea woa tile laU1t of ,...,., aa4 toNed \he 

b•u ..., out of 1h poilU•••• p ... oouq 1t, llf 111 

..... tree .. _. oetulllbllll otbor pooU1•• ..,._ .. , 

r .. ..._, ""• u..a Mf •• oloo, "-" ot 1M 

~ a11.UrUf U..t 1 oa ,..,.1,.. oa U.o li~Nr war o .... u, 

ot wlllela fOU ._.. a ••rter, '*7 ., ,..,_. plaa a1 ..... 1 .. . 

roa U.w "-''• tlaaa ..,.., o1oo \o wbot ... ,., ., 

_,_. plaa ... toapt, 11 .. fill ott_.. to tbo paltUo, 

Jut Ntoro t1ao wr, a 11oM ot roar op1a1••• 1a 11tl1111 

U 00111& ,. ... , ,.... eo ..., otlau ••at-til •+a M 

'b' 'Ml• 't·• .., St """ M , •• It ¢ I "ft• tltelr 

'"1"' ,, ,,,,,, .. 
• • • 

to "' ..... , t.tab h Mt tale tloo to M otart1DI tAle 

._.,,, wla.. t.tao 0110117 1t 1n ... ..-u• ot two-tla&No ot ..... 



.... ,, .... ..., . 
.... '*11• ..uu. .............. u .... 11 b•"• 

tua ~-• .a ..... ,, U... pN9oe&Uoa. !be' 11 .._, 

-. laet..,..hh • -. n41e ... 1a tile ... .,._., eM!alt ... , ....... 
IN •=•• ,._ Ule 1111, , ... 1 ...... , eal.Uee ut 

pettJ tet-U•• •bat lila•• "'- p,...aleat tor elgM .. ,be 

11 tba' Use '"Ul l• like a PI Wbleb ••lndeG wl~b tbe 

.,...._., ...... _...u~~ae-..e-. ....... 

I_,.. tea Ml~, t!la """" '' Ulll wlll M 

•1•1••· 
U will N U.aU.l fer , ... ,_.,.,. 

I •• u ,.... '"' MeeuH I IUIOW '" '0 " •• ,.bll ., 

•t•laa•a.• '1111 '"lala et eftlllal "'lpe • 

.. , Ml-.lal '' _, polUleal pal'tJ, I ba9e al-re 

'P*- frMlJo 

'"" , ........ I aaUt u ... l&lnnU• ot "*'• 
'" , .... , part •• Uae ~ , ... tr.- wUb , ... p...a 

•••11111 ... ·~~~ uu.... .letl bat ..... 419&1•... • ... ,... 
u t~aa• •~~a• •• the oa1J.., •• •••14 ... w ... pollUeal 
u., ... -.. ••• .....,..., ...... ,.,,,,. 

P• ,_,, I ,rl .. '' 'PM 1iM ,,_, et the hlP 

a111'&rF av~l'l•• IA4 ~ ~lnl•••• •o .... 1ibe1r 

auvoea1iea 'befere 1.111 l' lll'U,...••• '" \~ qa4ly peril 

l.ba\ U.r.rea\ol&lecl OW" oo\111~17. 



fbo7 Hl\aeet to lld• to ••· 

r.aaee hal pal4 ( for lbll ], 

I aak DOih1nc ot ,eu tor II,Jielt. 

V n 

We eollahorate4 oloM17 wh• I 01 1D power u4, 1t 

1 retu1ect t o a11001alo II,JIIlf wllb 7our po11o7, I 414 

eYeP7th1nc t o lllllto JOur laak eaa1er whoa 7011 aueee~ 

ae. I 414 10 for t h e lUI of lhe OINIIIPJ • Jo eee GWel 

•• 1A7 grat1tu61 tor 11. 

Your aUllllde towal'lll • hal -... Ulf..,..at. 

lou p ut .. 1D pr1aoa, la eloM eoDfla••'• .-. 

aonlh1 AfiO. 

ID 70ur ..... lbo weekl7 publ1oat10ftl of 4ef ... l1oa 

were t hea tol41 "You 1" lbat aa n, bohlad b-•· lou oaa, 

1f 7ou v1U. aplt 1D h11 t•o a1 JOU pa11 bJ1
• 

fbeJ 414 lhh bolalJ ffW 110Dih1, wllb lho app ... al 

of JOUr ......... fllo7 .w• tolt llkol l.a •".-pUIII to 

l'eMb •· fbal toea nol MUOP 1n PJtaaoe aowa4a71. 

You W a le.,_ of lbo lloala lllao told tbo worlt, 

b7 aa otf1e1al etat .... t, lbal he 11 •taewn bJ all 

r.not=•"· a. lbo tooll..., of a alu4er llaool, aa4 u 
1f 11.J ••lo llfo 414 HI preted ... 1net th11 or.U..ltral ... 

1AIU..Uoa, be 4ool .... U..l I W ...... 1MlJ IU'I.OW 

-r•olt 4lllaoneoUJ, 11MO I W Ul lbt 10 alll1oa lo aa 

alrVaft 1011p..,. .., J .... lbat ooalrUiuU•, 1• 110J 

..... 1,, •• alatot• ot Ph·••· to a .. u ... uaet ··~··,. 
tbla wwl4 IIOI'ell ..... a 1allo lf, • ..._...... -, tblo 

.... ala,, 
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eertalntr, tbat .aeeeaeor of • su•••eau bad not att.-ptel 

te ~uUtJ, anv the •••'· • 1 1nte1'lllleat aM t o dle­

•~t t h e aao or real atanee b7 t be loweat of polltleal 

..,.... ... , , bf s attlns rou t o 11t n • lav Jud t or the 

p~•• or t atl ns ..ar the Jur1a41e tloa of a J.._• ~ 
rellaH4 t o proHOuh ae a.c4 t or t hat or br1AC1nc l»eto" 

~ OoW't or Jtioa 1\IU aA abeu4 ...... u .. Utat u Nhae4 

t o ltCallae ., 1Ater ... t. !'be la-' alpa or hh l~ak ot 

bal ... • are the t blqe be 1a • ..,1._ about 7011 - wbiela 

eaaedellu the K141 - ..a.o ha4 t or a ..,._t v awe bla ,... 

notbtAcn•••· 

I l o oot b&Ya euu a oo•apUoe or publla llfe. 

I ba•e n..,w thoUiht or haYlns t noaa ot ., oolla'boretere 

put lD prl ... we, llke JOG, 414 DOt ahaH ., c.plal• -

UM U'lllaUee. IDetMd or a n .-pu ac t o dllhonor tb•, 

vhell I 1:1..4 tba oppertuUr 1A the pad (pe8apa 7011 will 

l aU'D t.tlll, ••e .., , ot preaei'YlDC t.he n .. e or a Mrtd.n 

ooe of t b• r.oa .., l nJU7, I 414 M •1 tlaowt hh Uew1ac U. 

• • • 
leep M lA p l'lHD, l.f J OG aee f l t. 

Our peraone oouat fOP llUl a. 

I t wl ll b e t h e fsreatal t ) h oAor ot ., l l t e \o ba9e 

11\~tered f OP M Yl"*' b elCl lhe WOM of rPoiUW8 Yel")' h lgb aa4 

f or not ha•l~g ~n ~1lltnc tn ~ \~ln1 8h \he ohaneee ot 
V10tnrJ n r til~ 001\llt \ Ol\ t>f whl oh "h~ 1'oraed J~art • 
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.. , Uat• to ,.._ tawtael ot a h'enob•IUI whoa u wolll4 

~~ ..._ lo hla ooua~r1 ' • lntereat t o l l aten • • otlener. 
o.t.r that thl a people no l ongar be tol4 ~bat the 

wor4 ot PraAII 4011 not oount , ~b&t 1t ahould haYe b een 

Noo.ten, tow&J'da Pola~~4, on !leptellbtr 3 , 19~, ~~ u tlboul4 
baYe been brokaa, tovU'Cla ~la~~d , on JUDe liS, 19'0· 

R.•1ng lo1t 1 1YII'1Ulilll but honor • , via& I woul4 be 

l ett t o our peopl e 1! honor were t aken awar tro. lit 
0r4tr ~~ OW' J OUt b DO l ODjlll' b l ilYID ' b l la..l 

ot eollaboraU.q w1th nt1 en•r who 11 ADAIUJI6l Ala ... u4 

Lona1Jie l n OODIII!pt ot 'be a-iaUII ua4 wblll ~""11'1 

... noaU.nc '"'"' Parla, t or va •-• atl'alCbtH our 
baeka an4 'bea4 '~ d libe ... , u ... 

o..._ tliiA' llw •••ll peeple, our allf, 011 •• .., 

ealYaUH &8pn'•• .. 1-.er be 41tMIC1. 

\'bere •• 'Ill .. ,,...,, .. perU tor a aauon \h .. '' 
... lta 1-.1 IPJPIIII. 

a.ti&N '' ¥Mt la1 nrelJr, at tiM ""• ot ,,., u.r• ... ,. ........ 
JlMII Mllllte '"· 

JAUL AIIIIAIID. 



[UAIISLAfJOII ] 

OppUfeJlal 1 ,, .. , •. 
llariMll 

I .... ,, ._.,tq h .-ito to 1ft qala. 

I Mpe U..t '"' len• wlll 'be tbe laet au . 

YM aaU ... l broe .. aeh &eel ... ( UieF u9a J••t .._ 

paa•.a 1t) tut ..... "epoaelbll tar Uae war, late 

wbloh &aclaa4 pliiDia4 111 wUII •be a14 of •a. leva aa4 

the "'•••••••. You IIMw, u •• all ,...,,._.,., Uaet 

u.a• h a hlaterle lla. !Mae wbo 4ha-.1oah u u 

,.,., - tlldu ... Mll..,, tut 'beF ... ~I.Jic u.. 

... ..,. 1111..., wlll "late, J lllall ... , ..... '"' ·-

palp eon._, .. prler ta tll,a t ... tF of ., .. , eoaetU•'" 

I trl1 1 .. alaa• OI&J' DaUYI lan4. .lut tlaat 4HI ao• ,.._ 

.... H UJ -· 'baa O\ller .......... 

Wb&' d o 00-lrll I I ... 'be 111-lll 1dlleb ' be Pa4lo 

OOll,Uilll '0 bi 14111, .-..t H. fbeJ teo4 h ..... H 

t o bell"• t bat IF let._ of Apl'll In ••• ••• u .... to 

r ou, t be rHelp t of wbleb, l a Ylolatlen ot aa ol4 ,.11111 

tra41Uea, baa not lt ......... 1 ..... to ... 

or tlleM ... 1&1-s.ea, J wlll epeok of •11 ••. 

11Ub ....... te U1e ..,._,, t• aa U'lllaUH .... 

... , ... 12111, •• •111 tlret eabln ..... ,s..c •• o-.1 
[OanpJ?] ltr l111rsl Wen;ll41 an .. a patheUI plltwe 

., 
' 
(' 
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of \he oallfl'1111t of ov ..., , ,.._ ra4lo ~ ... , r••'or4a7 

, ... ftlltwlal ........ ,, 

•Jteree•, I 4Mllt IMl lp 'hf hrp1t O( glup!ld.ll, 

t.how:hl tbaS lt vu yl y•l••• So 111rlflM •t.ne•Mt 

of !rout llnt la mr So allow Sbt hcll!h to rt: hrk 

y4 lo 41''"' lbtlz u•frl•l . . 
I n toru, ~hat la Fa.donne t. LoS ua patt o•or Shat. 

lD 11Ubt1:anoe, t hat h OBI ot Sbt p•otS attat&UOIIt 

'bat oan bo 41reote4 ar&lnat tho tol"ller ~ad ot a rro•Ja 

SIWIJ'IIaeD' • 

'Iota Ju1ov ,., U lt falH • 

fft know t hd, tar r.011 bola,; vllllq to tMrltlot 

rteaoh 11••• uHltttlJ Vbllt aval'lns tor tbt loac 
ptrlolo (a week, ln tao•) ~ulre4 tor \bo tonolualon 

of an trllitU .. , I propolt&, oa tu tOIIh>&l'f, a ••rrondor 

t1111llll' to tlaa' ot 'h• Du•u &J'II1 d 4 •~ ooaUnuaUoa 

of 'bo OIJaba' bt114t our allloa, at tta an4 111 OUJ' llilplro . 

Ioa U9v that, on the llrt' poln,, I ha4 oon•lAoot 

J OU1 t lAII a' tho O&bla .. •toSlAS h tl4 on ~~ lith a• 
Borc!Hu '" loft tho tCNMll ot••tr, at ~ ptqattt, 

•o p to G•INl WtJ111114 an4 tPJ 'o to ... latt bla1 .at 

Ulat rou lallt4, !hloh wolll4 h&Yo 114 •• '' rtllftt hla 

ot b.h ooaw .. 4 11, a• • hat aut •ttUas, tho tabla .. laa4 

not 4ttlaro4 Uttlf tor tbt prlatlplt ot tho UllltUtt. 

lou kaov, ,._ b.8181 -. .. pPeMDt at tbt •ttU•• 

of ·- ~up ..... ao ... u btl4 la , ...... 'b•'· tar ,... ........ 



-

h&Yllll .._ .. •a 4M1lo hol l n tbo ball&1 ot ... O!uareb111 1 , 

I ... , .. tile ooatr&rJ, a lo7&1 b.t .... ,~ allJ. 

Y .. Jutow, tor J011 .,... •bore, bew, •• tu lqrne 

Ooaaall ao1t1nc bol4 • ' Parle oa x., 31, 1140, I got t1ae 

IDflhb to ~aft ti'OII then OAt I' DuJIItlft, I l &J'ill' p .... 

portlOA of J'raaob aol41_.e, "tbo ..,lllb .,..._, ....... , .. 

1D tlM ....,. C....S •• ~ u po11lblo". 

1011 lulow t ho h1011' .. , u.tU:d .of tlb1ob.,.l I'IIIDUJ 

l lYIA bJ the ......,lh ratio, Uult 1 I IAt h Jlr. ltlDIIOI 

0~111 oa May 2• tb, whoa ~o JDcllab _,., abandooot 

U1 -.•o•• t oward tho Sou\b, 1D \bo cU.roaUoa of abo 

~o, tor roaaoa1 •o wb1ob llltOPJ aloao wl11 bo 1b11 t1 

applJ aa liiPIU'tlal J114111•'· U woW.4 U.o boaa aor1 

t1\11Aa, ~., ... , 11 al•o ar. 
You lulow, tor J OU ,... thll'l, 'll-' at •Ill .. othc ot 

lao ..... o~o c ... u u 14 •' b l tl i'O 01 J•o Utb and lltll, 

I a~oko t o our a111o1 wl'b a roucb lriAkAtll, olDOo •~ 

ra41o ,... .. ,lJ W t he l~~pr.,.lo''• ..,.oOYor, to rop1'04111o 

oao ot Ulo apiUMO wlllolt 1 . ... , ..... • 

l ou -..w ,.._, Mr. ClnarehUl b .. l DC aetoC of •• • 

Juo 1 2'b \U\ \lao rrolletl CJoyo ... ID' I OUl d no• l UI a11 

410111 .. w1Ulout b&YlDC boart a.ia, ' bo OablDI' a*oC H 

•• reca .. lt hill • o . ... •• nen a.,. r voaoo1111 • ho .. ,,. 

of a break ""'••• rr .... U4 lilclu4 1n 1111 • h• roq .. o\ 

t or &a aralo•l.. luppoP\14 bJ J O• aa4 Oonoral ltOJf all4 .a..14 

l&l• 



-'-
1a1a a aajor1t7 la the Oablaet aDd llhould ltac\ to 111 

n•lca&U~tn, I oalled to alnd the &&7111& ot the Due 

..... ,,, •rr na • ., un.• t praeenhd to lb-. OhaNhlll, 

LDrd Halifax and Loll"d BaaYerbrotk, vbo ha4 oo11e t o foure, 

euoh a plttlll't of t he eufttrln~t ot ""• net aad the 

ltl"YlOII rendered t o the ooa.llUta bJ her Ulat ... ~11, 

vlth tt&rl ln hlt 1711 1 IAYI • • b1t pro-lee "-t lf ...... 

atke4 t or an aralttlee toae da, and 1t Engl and were Yle­

torlout, Pr&Atl would Dl rettored "1a htr poytr and be' 

4lgtl5Y.• fh1t proa1ee wa t repette4 b7 bt. ttYtral tl8te 

after t .bat . After t.bat utenlew, I actln wut t o oo.-.a 

t ht ara1etlee wltb all -r etrenctb at ibt ~~tond aeetlnc 

ef the Oab1Aet, held tt OanctJ(f) . It vat aot dut to ., 

\.bat f r&aOO wa1 tlle Ollll ODI of the t1e:Jlt OO'IAWlll d 

wu f1&1 net a .... n, that oapltula\ed, although lht ba4 the 

attoad AaYJ l n lurope aD4 tho eeooad ooloalal e15plro 1A 

tht world. 

Ia aeU.ag that, 414 I !bow a,oolt 01 4Mllt tppl 1A 

\h• beNt ot Qbuebtll t • the anth h that, eoatrarr to 

the repeate4 atfl.l'llaUoae of , ... radlo, Kr. '111••••• 
Chi&Nhlll dld aot h&Yt t o au ae aot t o eoaelu4a u 

araleUee, bttau11 he katw that I • a• ac&laet U ucl 

that, •• 10111 ae I ahoul4 \e bead of the Prtaoh •••• ... 

aeat, lt wo•l4 not be a~ fer. 

lft 



• 

, ' 

_,_ 

You know ,ba,, a tn il&l'l after f!.1 reelgnaUon, I 

telegraphed to bla, 1n f!.1 own naae, t o aek hl• not 'o . ' 
OODUnue a pUbllO polttP"'lO ftljalnet JOU wblob COuld 0nl7 

4ellgbt t he en.a,. 

You know all that, and 7et t be desploablt vork ot 

wh1ob I haYe spoken 11 being Olll'1"1ed on under OOYel' of 

your nue. 

If I aa vr1t~s to you about t~i s , lt 1e becauae 

I bel l .. • thia work detr1men, al to the ooUDti'J. 

But 1f JOU were 1ntoraed ot t hlt you would think 

alao, ao I do, that 1;o h&Yt your pre4toeasor olll~la'ed 

publloly 1• not 1n keeplnc wl'h ~ .. eb trad1tlona. 

I elaplf wl&b to eay, ln oloalng, ~t whee I vae 

at the hea4 ot the ao•ern:aaot, the oatlonal 'bro~eaet111C 

.,,,. wae aaplo)'ed t or other purpoaee thaa d.ally lno1Una, 

Jrenobaen to ha'• eaeb othe•· 

• • • • . . . . . • • • • • • 

'l•cJo?aRIIr 
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Juot> 17, 1941 

,.,,,.,, .......... .. 
My 4oar Oeaaral Wa\80D I 

!be Aaor1ooD Aabaaoa4or a\ T1_.T ~ reooiY .. troa 
a t rua\84 h-1•4 u4 torwar aaaia\aa\ ot M. hill Ra,..u4, 

ax-Praai or ot Fraaoo, oop1oa or lo\\oro ~_. x. R•,.••• 
roaoaU7 a44reaM4 \o llarallal Po\aia rr. llh Jl'ieoa a\ 

Yale . 

x. Royaau4 baa roquoa\o4 tlla\ oop1M or \baM ln­

\Oro " la&ll4o4 \o \M ...... , ... , ... uaaala\loaa ot \baa 

ue ••loae4, Ia Yl• at \M roprl.U. tlla\ •T M t.ana 

... lAo\ M. RoTM .. '• ponoa .-.14 U H ltaowa \M\ lllle llla4 

oauet U..ao lenora \o lMft ,......, Ua aalaarJ' MJ"Ma\-

lT ~ ... u \laa\ \MJ' " aooorio4 ~· Me\ aoatl ... Ual 
v.. ... ,. 

liiMlOOili'MI 
OO,laa at la\\ore 
la \r=••la\loa .. ...... . ~. 
MaJ• Ooaanl Mlr1a •· ••uoo, 

• •• ,...,,. \0 ... Prea14•'· 

fta *''• · -·· 

DeOIASSJJll!l:D 

... "'"' u.~ •. '·'r(a 
., J --- .. !>.e. ___ _ 



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF' STATE 

WASH INGTON 

August l, 1941 

STRICTI¥ QONFlB!II!Itii 

My dear General Watson: 

With reterence to my letter ot June 1?, 19•1, 
I enclose a copy in transl ation or a turther co~­
oation addressed to Marshal Peta1n by Monsieur ?~~ 
trom hie prison at Vale. 

Upon delivering oop1ea ot th1e letter t o the 
Embassy Mona1eur Reynaud's em1saary again earnestly 
requested that the moat oont1dent1al treatment be 
accorded t heee lettere a1noe vera it known t hat 
Monsieur Reynaud had caused theae oop1es to leave 
France, eer1oue epr1eals might be t aken agal nat 
h1m. 

Enclosure: 

Copy ot l etter 1n 
translation, ae 
stated above. 

MaJor General Edv1n M. Wataon, 

Secretary to the President, 

The White House. 
DIICLASSIFil!D 

!Ita,. O.p<. Leuer, 1·11·72 

117 J. lkll••~ o ... ~ 8 1972 



Confidential 
communication. 

Mr. Marehal: 

[TRANSLATION] 

Enclosure No. 1 to Deepatch No. 232 
or June 19, 1941 from the Embassy at 
Vichy. 

Vale, May 18, 1941 . 

A year ago I assumed the responsibility or asking 

you to enter my government. 

When I resigned my office I assumed t he responsi­

bility of advising the President of the Republic to 

designate you as my successor. 

If it were true that after having concluded an 

arm1etice With the enemy, in violation of your pledged 

word, you were preparing now to reverse our foreign 

policy without consulting the people of France, which 

has constantly approved it, without any citizen h~ving 

the right to express an opinion, ae if they were a 

nation of helots; 

If it were true that your policy hae the effect of 

striking in the back our ally who, left alone in the com­

bat, ie fighting heroically 1n Egypt, 1n Ethiopia, in 

Irak, on the Uediterranean, over England, on the Atlantic, 

750,000 of Whose eons fell in the laet war while defend­

ing the soil of France, and only wboee victory can give 

us back our lost independence; 

If 
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If i t were true that it [your policy] is breaking 

t he precious friendshi p which, for a century and a half, 

joined France to the greatest people in the world, whose 

ideal i s ours; 

If i t were true that it should have for its inevi­

table consequence the enslavement of France, thus . iso­

lated, to a peopl e whose ideal and fai th are violently 

opposed to ours, even though the war is not finished 

and even though, after a hundred days of trials, the 

final v i ct ory of the allies will appea r in the distance; 

If it were true that you contemplated making a 

Brest~Litovsk peace; 

It that were true, I should not deny the responsibi­

lities that I assumed, but I should beg t he forgiveness 

of France for havi ng done so. 

Please accept, • . . 

PAUL REYNAUD 

Tr:FGH:ELC 



~· .( 

RS 
This tElegram must bE 
closEly paraphrasEd bE• 
forE bEing communicated 
to anyone. (SO) 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Washington . 

I 
~r :~~. ~ 

1 p., l K Jt.:r. 
(Pari a) 
Vichy 

DatEd August l , 1941 

REc 1d 4:30 p . m. 

9701 August l , 4 p.~., (SECTION ONE) 

DEpar~rnt' s tElEgram 612, July 311 noon. 

I discussEd this morning with MarshAl PEtain and 

Admiral Darlan togEther French policy in Indochina and 

sEt forth to thEm thE viElfS containEd in thE tElEgram 

undEr rEfErEncE . Darlan was much annoyEd. WhEn h E 

first told us of thE JapanEsE plans with rEspEct to 

Indochina (my tElEgram BBB, July 161 5 p . m. ), hE said, 

hE had hopEd wE would act imm£diatEly but WE did notblng. 

HE had hopEd that a squadron of our ships from Manila 

would sttam into Sai gon harbor and anchor . Such acti on 

hE bEliEVEd WOUld haVE prEVEntEd fwthEr JapanESE 

prEssurE and h E would havE b EEn glad to havE g1 vEn 

authorization for such a visit of our ships had we 

so aslcEd. HE could not of coursE, hE said, givE us 

any such indication at tlnt timE. HE fUrthEr "rEsmted 

bitterly" our prEsEnt criticism of French policy whEn 

we owselvEs havt donE nothing to rEstrain thE JapanEsE 

EvEn though it 1s to our intErEst . "It is always thE 

SlliDE 
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- 2-, No . 970 from (Paris ) Vichy, (SEC . l) , August 1 , 1941 . t 

samE story" , hE we:nt on, "thE Unit Ed State:s is too 

late: . WhEn IVE askEd for hElp l o.st yEar , first in 

July and thm at thE timE of thE Thailand aggrEss ion, 

WE got nonE . Without o.ny dirEct EvidEncE in support 

thErEof it i s my opinion that a dEcision had be:&n madE 

t o admit Japan to FrEnch Indochina bEforE Admira l Darlan 

on June: 16 informEd mE of thE dEmand. 

I£AHY 

JRL 

' 
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This telegrnm must be 
closely paraphrased bE­
forE bEing communicatEd 
to anyonE. (SC) 

StorEt ary of State, 

Washington. 

(Paris) 
Vichy 

DatEd August 1, 1941 

Reo 'd 6 :45a. m.; 2nd 

9701 August 1, 4 p. m. (SECTION 'N/0) 

When WE tried to rearm to dcftnd our Colony it was 

the British who stoppe:d us . WE WErE facEd in the 

light of thES E JapanESE demands with t hree possiblE 

solutions : One:, to fight . WE could not, be:oaus c we 

arE o.t thE End of our rEsouroEs and havE no means of 

fighting after Syria. Secondly, merel y to accept 

the JapanEs E dEmands . This I did not wish t o do as 

i t would havE put us in the Axis . Third, to adopt 

thE formula which YIE havE of common dEfEnsE of thE 

Empire. The Japanese have for the past year treated 

us with pErfect corr Ectneso and have now agreed to 

rEcognize our sovEreignty over the Colony. This is 

in markEd contrast to thE British whose sol£ o.im, as 

has bEEn amply dEmonstrated in Equatorial Afrioo., in 
I 

New Caledonia and in Syria, is to takE parts of the 

French EmpirEo They talk about giving the Syrians 

liberty, but there art difficulties i n th eir way and 

alrcady 



.. .' 

- 2- 9701 August 1, 4 p. m. (SECTION T;10) from Vichy , 

alrEady WE hEar rEports of an i mpEnding rEvolt thErE 

against thrm. ThEy do not rEcognizE our sovEreignty 

whrn thEy takE our tErritory and as to Indochina, if 

thEy had gonE thErE, thEy would not givE it back0 " 

LEARY 

A:U:: 
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AP 
Thi s t£1£grao must b£ 
clos£ly paraphrasEd br­
for£ bring communicatrd 
to anyonE . (SC ) 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Washington. 

(Paris) 
Vichy 

DatEd August 1, 1941 

Rrc 1d 7:01a. m. ; 2nd 

9701 August 1, 4 p. m. (SECTION THREE) 

I pointEd out to thr Marshal , (who go.vr no in­

dication of his fEElings othEr than an occasional nod 

during Darlan 1 s at times bittEr dEnunciation of the 

British) th£ £xistrnc£ of thE dangrr of an attack 

against th£ UnitEd Statts tErritory launchEd from 

IndochinEsE basts should th£ situation grow wors£ 0 

HE admittEd that but said that ?rane E is hElplEss 

and that hE himsElf "is not a fr££ agEnt, " occupiEd 

as thE country is 0 To my inquiry as to whrthEr hE 

tho~~t thE JapanESE would kEEp thEir promisE to rEs­

prot Frrnch sovrrEignty in Indochina, thE Uarshal 

rEpliEd, 01"/E had to takt a chanor on that . " Darlan 

addEd, "I do not know. But Churchill promisEd on 

JunE 12, 1940, and thE Marshal hEard him, that if WE 

had to SEEk an armisticE hE would undtrstand our po­

sit ion and his friEndship toward Franc£ would undrrgo 

no chang£. ThE stqu£1 of thi s was lkrs- El- KEbir. At 

lrast 



.· 

-2~ 970, August l , 4 p0 m0 {SECTION THREE) from Vichy . 

lEast th ErE is a possibility of saving somEthing for 

Fr anot 1n Indochi na , whErEas to fight , without out­

sidE hElp, would hovE mEant thE cErtain loss of thE 

colony. " 

LEAHY 

PEG I 



KD 
This tel egrnm must bE 
closely paraphrasEd bE­
forE bEing communicatEd 
to ceyom . (SC) 

Se:crEtory of State: , 

Washi ngton . 

(Paris) 
Vichy 

DatEd August 1, 1941 

REc 1d , 7:22 o ,m,,2d 

970, August 1, 4 p , m. (SECTION FOUR) 

I nske:d the:m 1t thcy hcd no fe:ars that whe:n the: 

Russian compt'ign has progrcsse:d furthEr thE GErmans 

may turn towc;rd Af ricc , Darlr.n r eplie:d, "Everyone: 

is intEre:ste:d i n Africa ourse:lve:s , thE Ge:rmon, the: 

British and the: United States . But cs I have: t old 

the: Marshal for thE pt'st ye:or, it will bE thE Ge:rmt'ns 

who will ge:t the:re: first . They cnn close: the: Straits 

nnd lrnd in Spnnish Morocco , We: hove: mEans of dEfEnding 

oursElvEs against o lending from the: se:o bu t we: cannot 

prevent, with our l eek of e:quipme:nt, n l o.nd ope:rntion 

from the: Spanish Zone: , My son has just returned from 

Spa in and counted 120 batteries of r.rtille:ry dir EctEd 

against Gibrol trr ond thEy did not look to him like: 

Spanish guns . It would be: simpl e: enough for the: Germans 

to trke: G force: rcross to ~orocco, but they ere not 

interestEd themsElvEs i n thc t o rca . \'/hot thcy fear is 

n British, Ame:ricrn or Gaullist mov E, They did not 

EvEn send o control commiosion to Africa until the: 

de: GrullE 



· 2- #970, August 1, 4 p ,m, (SECTION FOUR) , from (Poria), 

dE GnullE rcd1o stnrttd up thEir f ~~rs thDt thE arEa 

might fell into thE mEmy 1 s hc.nde ; 

LEAHY , 

ALC 

\ 



KD (Pnris) 
Vichy This tclEgrom must bE 

clo-s Ely pn!'cphrnsEd bE­
for <. br:l.ng c c:'l:'lunicc tEd 
to u:1y nnc. { SC ) 

Dated August 1, 1941 

REc ' d . 6 : 46 a .m. ,2d 

SEcrEtory of StatE, 

Washington. 

s 
970, August 1, 4 p . m. (SECTION !lW<J) 

ThE Marshal thEn statEd, glanci ng ot a papEr 

which had bEEn prEparEd for him, th~t hE undErstands 

our prEss is bEcoming vEry criticrl of Frnnot nnd 

that it is urging EithEr an AmErican or British ottnck 

on Dllkar, or a Onul list movE " so thnt Frcnct coul d not 

say th c Colony wr.s bEing tr:km from hEr . " "Thnt " , 

soid thE Marshal, "we carmot, of coursE, accEpt . " 

As to thE Russir.n ce.mpcign cbout which tbcy 

talkEd lntEr, thE Ad>nir <1l snid thnt we must rEcognizE 

that GErmruny has rEndErEd o grcnt sErvic E to EuropE; 

that thE Russian Army has proved much strongEr than 

anyone, including thE Gcrmons had thought, both as to 

quantitiEs of matcrial end the qunlitics of its GEnEral 

Stoff . That Army would hcvt awcpt ovEr thE mtirc 

Europe bed thE Gcrmrns not nttnckEd them and onE only 

had to look a t thE facEs of Russinn soldi Ers to guess 

what would bE lEft of the ContinEnt . Russicn lossE s 



. . 
• 

- 2 - /1970, August 1 , 4 p . m. (SECTION 1."1'/0), i'rorn (Paris) . 

wErE tErr11'1c and thE GErman ooldh~·s c.rc worn out 

shooting down t hE rr.c. ssEs of mtn tt.r:·wn 1'b£'1nat thrm . 

LEAHY . 

ALC 
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~. . . , LET 

This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased be­
fore being communi cated 
to anyone . (SC) 

Secretar y of State, 

Washi ngton. 

(Paris) 
Vichy 

Dated August 1 , 1941 

Rec1 d, 7: 33 ~· m,, 2nd. 

970, August 1 , 4 p . m. (SECTION SIX) 

The Germans would not tell him, he sai d , the figures 

of their losses but admitted t hat bo t h i n planes and 

manpower they were "high" , Furthermore , thei r pro­

gress was slow l They had told him they would finish 

in three weeks and they had not done so, Now, how­

ever , they were thr ough the strongest areas of Russi an 

defence and ever yone knows t hat the Russian engineers 

are the best in t he world for building def ence works . 

From now on German progress should be quicker. "There 

Will , however , be famine for Europe and the plague is 

already breaking out , 11 the Marshal i nterJected, 

Turni ng once mor e to the United States and com­

plaining that we ar e qui te ready wi th cri t i c i sm but 

s l ow in action, Darl an sai d : •When you have three 

t housand tanks, six thousand planes and f ive hundred 

thousand men to bri ng to Marseilles , let me know, 

Then we shal l welcome you. But nei ther side can win 

the war nnd Europe will be exhaus t ed , It is to your 

i nt erest , as well as to ours , that there be an earl y 

peace• . 

Repeated to Algi ers, (END OF MESSAGE) 

HPD LE.Alff 



( \-_ .. 

• 

THE U NDER S ECRETARY Of' STATE 

WAS H INGTO N 

August 25, 1941 

My dear Mr. President: 

I am br inging this tel egram tram Murphy i n 

Algi er s to your personal attention since I believe 

you will find it as satisfactory aa it can be , 

granted preaent conUtiona . 

Bel i eve me 

Enc . 
Telegram 428 , 

Algiers 

The Presi dent , 

The lfh1 t e House • 

) 



PI! 
T;is telegram ~ust bo 
closoly paraphrased Jo­
foro being co~icatod 
to anyono . ( SC ) 

Socrotary of St ate , 

linshing t on . 

Alt;iOl'S 

Dntod A~wst 24, 1~41 . 

:loc'd 4 :50 p . m. 

428, August 24, 10 a . m. (SECTION ONE) , 

Your 219 , August 1~, 8 p . c . 

~~:AlQ'P&Y 88" Pi9!8 .N-Al. FOR THE ti1ID..Jl SECRETJ\J,Y 

FROLI • nJRPHY. 

Woygnnd 11as ploasod over tho suggestion thc-.t 

Gonoro.l Roquin v:ould bo accopto.blo, should tho Fronch 

Govorrunont indicate that it wished to m!l!co n chango in 

mission . He so.id ho would urgo tho tio.rshal and Do.rltm 

to mllko this chmgo as soon o.s .JOS!;iblo . Ho also so.id 

that ho hnd suzgost.Jd the roplo.co. •.:mt of Honrj. -Ho.y 

by Charles Joux during his visit to Vichy l ast Juno 

stating to tho llo.rshal and Dc.rlo.n tho.t it ,.,oould bo 

bottor to hnvo no r oprosontnt1on in l:cshington rnthor 

than tho prosont ono . Furthormoro, ho considors 

Charles Roux, rt.1.o roalgnod o.e Sucrotcry Gonoro.l of tho 

r'oro1gn Office rathor than o.ccopt Laval ' s policy of 

collaboration, tho best quo.l1f1od Fronch d1pl orJAt 

today . Darl o.n, holt.:>V.:>l' , sto.tos th.:.t ChnrloD :-!ou;: 1 s 

nomination 
o£CUSS.IFIED 

s... .. 1)epL lA ....... l·ll·"n 

Br J S<boul•to O.•• Ef B 8 \972 



- 2- Jlo , 428, AU3Ust 24, 1941 , 10 a . m. (Soc . 1) 
from Algiers . 

nomination would bo impossible ; that it would cnuoo 

nn opon rupture with tho GorJMna who "ho !mow" ~tould 

bo viol ently opposed , 

COLE . 

HTM 



~~~-------------------------

PM 
'l'his telegram must be 
closely paraphrased be­
fore being communicated 
to anyone . ( sc ) 

Secretary of State , 

Washington. 

Alc iero 

Dated AUBUSt 24 , 1941 , 

Reo ' d 4:'!5 p.m. 

428 , Auguot 24, 10 a . m. (SECTI ON 'l'WO) . 

1'/eygand said he did not I :now IYhe thor the !Tench 

Government could per auade tho Germans that Requin 

would be sa tisfactory . 

Genera l We;n:;and , you lmow, follows American 

Policy as closely as he can . He is , of course, 

exceedingly interested in tho future of our relations 

I'll. th the Ger n:an Governnent and what effect any change 

of t hose rel ations miJht have on Pranco- runorican 

relations . I em convinced that ho lws l ong since 

made up his mind that the AI.torican co.rd ls the ono 
to play . During tho course of cur last conver s a tion 

he inquired asain whether thoro !night be a po:wlbility 

of the United States assuming the r ole of a belliGerent 

in the war with Germany, I repl ied that I had no 

f 'Prthor novts on this subject other t !1an the President 1 s 

public statements , but that I oi'ten wondorod r1hothor 

rela t ions botwoon tho United Sto.t o:: and Gormo.ny T•l\ght 

bo br oken off . 

COLE . 
HT!.! 
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PM 
This telegram II'!Ust be 
closely paraphrased be­
fore being conmunicated 
t o anyone . ( SC) 

Secretary of State , 

Washington . 

428. 

Al_iers 

Oatod A~~st 24, 1941 . 

Rec 1 d 4: 45p .m. 

Au(!ust 24, 10 a .m. (S~CTIOn 'llilillE) . 

I asked tho Gener al i.f by chance that would 

happen whether in his personal m d uno.f.ficial opinion 

Admiral Darlan 11oul.C. seize that opportunity or have the 

a-.thor1ty to ef.fect the rupture o.f rolat1.ons botweon 

tho French Governomtn and mino . He pondorod the 

question for a long moment , tron replied that "Admiral 

Darlan has evolved a G~oat deal l a tely 1n rospoct of 

the United Statos . 11 :re .:auld not say r.,oro . I hopo to 

re.fer again to tho question . 

~epeatod to Vichy . 

(END OF l.lESSAGE) : 

COLE. 
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r 
August 25, 1941 

~y dear Mr . roa1dent: 

I am brin15ing tbia telegram tl'aa loi\D'~ in 

Algiera to your personal attention ainoe I believe 

701.1 will find i t o.a .at1a!&ot<Xl7 aa 1t can be, 

granted present conlitiona . 

l3el18Y8 148 

Enc . 
Telegra~ •2a, 

Al gi era 

The Pre Iiden', 

'l'be llhU e Houae. 

SUMNER WELLES 



.. A ... , r:-. .. (1 .. .B .. 

I f· 
T!il:: l:'llilillE •• T. 

\>UI't , 

St . P:Lerre ~1iguelon . 

l. Un Decem~.oer lotn we nad a telegram from the 

roreign 011 i ce in ''.n1c.1, .. 1 t>Jr scttins out the prospects 

of success! ul action i .• t.le lslan:1s, t..l1eJ slly : 

• e are therefor~ inforcir,g the rree Fr.2ncn 

neo...tquarters tnat v,e see no or.jection to t::~eir 

unlertc.ldng t his oper .. iion . " 

ln the sa rue te legrrun they c.s.:e,1 me t o c.e sure 

tnat t nis act i on diJ not emL..hrl'!ldt. tne un1te.t .. t <.tes 

Government o.nJ to glvd time for this sc.id tno.t theJ 

•,•,ere asKing Je l.lc.ulle to postpone tne issue 01 oruers 

1or ;.o hours. 

2. Tne ruatter vtts put to the .-u.te 0epartcr.ent t~e 

S!illle d11y 1•.no r eterreJ it to tlle r'reduent, v.no st~U 

tnbt he ll &c strong4 opposeJ to tne sugge.>t ed action . 

:, • On tne 17th lJecem~er , the ~ore ign Office 

telegrc.phed to s""y tht~t the President' s vie'< h!d Leen 

repor ted to ue vaulle ~no r.g ree.t t aut tne proposeJ 

action snoulJ not nov. t;e un lert...t.:en. 

-1-



4 . .r. tele.:;re:.c. t rom tne roreien vt'uce on JJeceaLer 

1~1.-1 !.1111 tne:.t in t.ne viev. of t.1e Chiefs of ~tatf 

nothii.g short of t..'le occupation of t ne lsh.nJs ''11ould ~e 

S!ltisfo.ctory from ... ili tary point of viev:. 1'his course 

however nol'. seems to oe ruled out by Unitej Stutes 

at.titu1e . ' 

5. l'.e r eceived this morning a mecsaga clespatcheJ 

i rom tne .h..tmiraltJ to tne urit i sil ~>..tmir .. ltJ !Jele&ation, 

\ a;;h ington, as :t ollov;s : -

•t·olloY. in.s nc.s t.een received from 

"1 he:.ve t.:1e honour to inform you that 

in compliance v:ith order 'JUi tP. r ecentl., r eceived 

from General de vc.uL.e r.nd Nque ... t of inhr.iJ1t.a.nls 

1 have procee.ie\1 t.nis mornii'IJ to blt.nt .:.o.int 

rlerre Unl rall1ej people t.o r ree r r ance end 

.r.l11e1 cause vil'l enthusiast.lc recept1on. ~~v~ . 

f..mL>as.,nJor urgent}J . This action hc.s come us 

a complete surprise to us . " 

b. ~rom this it appears quite clear: 

la) that the foreign Uffice knew and approved the 

generlll autaority given to the Free rrench neajquarlers 
-2-



\ ,. 
to try the i r lUCJ( n t h tne lslands1 t>ut th~:.t 

l "J they he 11 up t.he opere. tio11 v.hi.1.e tne i..in i t ej 

61.1.tc..; voverrunent y,er;: t~eit•C: con!.ulte.l 1 anJ tn11t 

(c ) on receipt 01 informc;.tion aoout tne l're.; ident.' s 

1eelln.g tnej secure.:~ de v!.Ulle 1., " reeu:ent tn;;t t•te 

operu.tiot• snould no t nor. be un:lert .. JCen 1 &nJ. tn~:.t 

(d) ... useli~r he...; 6 one of f on hi:; 01111 r ith or 

without de Guullc 1 s Knowleri;;e an..t ast.ent. 

7. ....n a.ttern..:.tlve plnn to ensure control ol tne 

v.ireless s t ation at ::;t. Pi erre has tJeen un ler d i scussi on 

t~etv. een t:1e L&nollon ~<rw t.ne vni te<.~ ut<. t.es vOVerlll:lenk for 

some v.ec.<s . Un J.Jecemt.er lt.th t • .r. \.el.Le.> st.i! thut he 

nope tne CoJHl..tl!.n vovernment v.oul..1 g1ve iwme..tiL.te etiect 
01 

t o thi. ... ple.n, \'!lien l t.volveJ. Ute u~et torce 11 t.ne 

hl miui:;t rator of t he isl an:Li uid not agree to t.anali an 

su~rvision of l.Jte s t <.t ion. 

uur Cnic1c of ::.t;.f! 1n LOnJon cocunent eJ. on tnis 

as set out in p!.r"(;r apn 4 11t..ove . 

o . vi r.ce ..1ictating tne auove 1 have JU::.t seen r .U. 

t e1egr m 724:; ( i-lll!S 1'n•) I v.lucn tells t ne complete story 1 

anJ seems to place tne ~Jlame vert S•lu&rel, on Je uaulle, 

v.ho 1 see nas 1s .• ueJ a conp,Ntu.taiorJ telei!r&Ju in Lon ton 

-)-
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t o .umird r..uselier w.J WlnounceJ lh~:.t a plebiccit e is 

ve ing neU t o-day . 

9. l e.tt11cn a note ( Fl~:~g ".~:>" J e ivi ng all the 

1nforn.at.i on in possess1on ot tne r .o. or. the agreel!.ent 

c..etv.een the Unite.:! ::it11tes Government anJ J.Jlli ral hooert. 

lu. 1 &JD seeine Hull llt six o ' clock, anJ v.ill l et 

you tnov. if anythinP, of i mportanco emerges . 

hS our ihforn<lti on wt.s co:~~plete on c..otn points 

you ra1sed 1 J i J not t ninr. i t necessary to telephone to 

the ~ . u . 

H. 

L)t n Uecemwer , 1~1 

-.. -
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• c u r 1 

l oO : 7243 

Jec. 25 , 
1941. 

i.:h. ll.lLt • 

lidctressed to l.ashington t eleg ram ~<O . 7 A;: of 

ilecemoer :t)th, repeated to Utth'•'•" 110 . ~L?b . 

:.iy t e legr~tm ' ' o. 7UUtl . 

;,;imlr:o.ltJ received "' telegram t rom t..tmirnl t .. uselier 

dated Ueceml..er :14t h in 1•,hich he s t at e-i t hat 'in compliance 

v:it,\ tile o!\ier quite r ecently receive..! from vener a! '1e 

Gaulle an..t t he r equest of t ae inhat.its.nts" ne had pr oceeded 

on t he morning of JJecetnt.er :.Ab to ::, t . Pierre and r allied 

the peopl e to ~ ree 1- r CJJ'Jce a11d the Hlie,i C11 use I' i tn an 

entnusihst i c reception. 

2 . This VISS a complete s urprise to us since Gener&.l 

de Gaulle h~J authorizeJ ~n assurance to ue giv~n to us on 

iJecernLer 17til tnat no orders for the oper ut. ion n;,l been 

issuei an t that i t ~:oulJ not ce c::rrieJ out r;,y tne l'ree 

French l<a.va.c for ce.>. tou were inf ormed accorJ.ingly in my 

telegram under reference . 

) . l''r ee r:rench Collllllissioner f or Foreign ~.ffa ir:J wes at 

once summoned to the }orei~ Uffice and asked f or an 

explanation . He admitted Gener al de Gaulle ba..1 in f act 

-1-
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6.Rr. ""A".t ( .. ,., ··.B ·· 

7243 (conW . ) 

given order s for the oper ution to Le effecteJ. His 

reacon for doing so h&J c.e.m tllut v.oen ne gave the 

as:.urance mentionea in tno secon1 ;.aragrap .• ~:.bove ne 

did not. know tne Ganadic..n Government intende! v.ith 

t he t.pprovl.ll of the Uni t '9J ::>tat.es Governme nt. to send 

cert.t.in per sonnel to t>t . 1-'ierre i n order to secure 

co1.t.rol of tne wireless silliion ty pgace1u ... c.c. ns IJld 

if this r~ileJ cy force . Un le~rning tnis uener~l de 

Gc.ulle nad ad;iresseJ a let.ter to the 1 oreign :..ecr etery 

in vhich he pr otested agains t such a decis ion ueing 

t aken without consultation with him anJ h~d declar ed 

the tlatioJ ... l Co~Wittee v.oud lose its reu..:ons for 

t.xisi'ance if it agreej to force1u ... &ction IA!in· t.otCen 

bt tne 1.llie..1 I orce& on l l'olncn 'lerri tory . "ener ... .1 de 

Gaulle ha.,i asKeu t iu;.t his viev.s shoull oe orou .. 1t t o 

tne notice of tne ... unadinn uovernment . Tnis v.11s Jone 

1.1.1 tele~rtlll: on lJecemt.er ,4 t.h . r r ee F r encn iJcl"saiion 

in in" unit e!! <.t&tes nc:i ooen alrea1y instructeJ to 

inform t;le ... to. te JJe!)&rtm,.nt. " summary o1 this letter 

v. ent t o you i r. WJ teleRr&.m uo. 7:db. 

4 . lt v.as pointe..1 out to •. ons . iJeJe<>n tnut 

vener .1 le ullUlle in his letter ha J not d th.Jr 1·.n his 

-/-



r:: .... ~ .. .B .. 

assur ance of Jecemuer 17th whicu l11s t •• aj esty ' s Government 

hal conveyed to 1'.11shington W!J. Utt111~a . rl . .... ~.>overnmeut 

were now placed i n an emuarr assing pos ition antl they 

would nave to inform t he Canadi~:>n !ind Un1t!d ::;t at es 

Government that Gener al de Gaulle m .. 1 without cons ulting 

them deci-teJ t o cancel tne assw•ance v.incn he had. aiven <> 

in a rna t ter aft"ectin5 1.mericun Jefence .. one . . .. ons . lJeJean 

a-.~mitted t nat this Y1as correct. 

P.~.ea~e il.for m the Unite.1 vt.a tes Government of 

aoove anJ a.J.so tne Pr i lbe .-.inister . 

• 

_,_ 



Uniteu ...,t ates Government maJe bn agreement 

v.i tn h unira1 nouert in ttU(;Ust l~U un 1er l'.nicn 

no&..ert gc.ve Lssuranc~s bi.out Frencn l'.brshlps , 

et.c., 111 returu 1or un1teci .... t:..tes Government. 

t.ssurances auout finbllcc an l es.,entinl .. upplle:; 

ior .• urtini'1ue an l 0uc. teloupe . 

'J'lus a.:Srccment w .. :; r ene1•.e::i or• JJecemLer 15tn, 

1)41, ~.ut r:e n~ ve never c.een shovm the text. ::.o 

1ur <.s ve h!lve r..een iro.I orr..ea , t."le a11reerr.ent v.as not 

concerned v.itn l>t . Pierre and ... 1quelon . 



My oea r Mr. Presi dent: 

DEPJ.RTMENT O F 8TJ.TE 

WJ.8HI NQTO N 

January 8 , 1942 

After giving careful consid~rati on to all ot the 

c ircumstances i n connec tion wi th the St . Pierre Miquelon 

s ituation and wi th a view to arriving at an accep t able 

solution I have drafted the enclosed suggested telegram 

to Admiral Leahy setting fort h a formula tor the settle­

ment or the matter . My suggestion woul d be t ha t before 

sending this telegram in the event you approve it the 

tel egram be submitted to the British and CanadiAn Govern-

mente tor t heir concurrence . 

Without specifically stating eo this would amount 

to a t r us teeship. It seems to me advisable to steer 

away from any specific statement i mplying a trusteeshi p, 

or an administration by the tnree Governments t or the 

reason that we are likely to run counter t o provisions 

in the Habana Convention which as you know provi des t or 

the adminis t rat ion ot regions of t his hemisphere under 

certain c ircumstances by the American Republics. I do 

not 

The President 

The Whi te House . 
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not think that we should give t he other Renublios occasi on 

to reel that we are circumventing the Convention through 

the establishment by t he United States, Great Britain and 

Canada or an administration or the I slands, 

On the question or bringing about the removal or 

DeGaulle 1s forces rrorn the Isl ands I am sure that you have 

in mind our commitments to Vichy and Admiral Robert on 

whioh t hey have been and are now counting and to which they 

have referred , In your message or December 13 to Harshal 

Petain whioh Admiral Leahy transmitted textually to Marshal 

Petain you stated that 

1 You may rest assured that the Government or the 
United States under present circumstances and in view 
or the inetruotions which you have issued to Admiral 
Robert will continue to give full recognition to the 
agreement reached by our two governments invo~ving 
the maintenance or the statue quo or the French 
posse ssions in the Weetern Hemisphere. • 

Horeover in the letter whioh you handed to Mr . Mathews 

tor transmission to ~arehal Petain you stated 

1 I again repeat that as long as French sovereign 
control remains in reality purely Frenoh, subject 
solely to the limitations ot the Armistice Agree­
ment, the Government or the United Statee has no 
desire to see existing French sovereignty over 
French North Africa or over any of French colonies 
pass to the control ot any other nation.• 

Admiral Robert has already referred in oonneotlon 
• 

with 
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with the St . Pierre Miquelon incident to your communicetion 

or Dece~ber 13 and ha~ stated tho t he regards thie Govern­

men t 11 l'e obligated to obtt i n the reee t abl iehment of 

French sovereignty over St . Plerre MiquE'lon• . 

We have already discussed the application of the 

He bann Convention to t hla situation and I do not need to 

fO into that here . I am confi dent, however , the t the 

Americ&n Republica are wa tchin~ the ma tter end will not 

be loathe to view our action 11i th circumspection . 

If the pro:9oaed telegram meets with your approva l 

I shall et once take 1 t up ~11th the British and Canadi an 

(}over nment s . 

Fa ithfully yours , 
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January 8, 1942 

.AMERICAN EMBASSY 

VI CBY ( l"RA); CE ) • 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR 

Your 15, January 5, 7 p.m. 

In consultation with the British and Canadian GoYern-
• mente we have given very careful study and consideration 

to the situation created by the occupation of St. Pierre­

M1quelon, which vas accomplished without the consent or 

knowledge of any of these three Governments. With a view 

to reaching a solution satisfactory to tne governments 

concerne~and with the concurrence of the British and 

Canadian Oonrnmenta, we have worked out t he following 

fOI'Ula: 
I ' 

QUOTE Suggested arrangement with regard to St . Pierre-

Xlquelon: 

l, 'l'he islanda are J'rench and will remain 

J'rench. 

2. 'l'o avoid any potential threat t o the shipping 

of the OoYernments concerned, the use of the Yirelees 

stations on the islands will be subJect to lup&rYision 

EnctpMnl"' ----­

Stntlr-- __ M., ___ ._,/9 __ --- --- -

t-ltll • · • · • • n lllll.ll f n tll t• • • •....u ____ , 
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and control by observers appointed by the American 

and canadian Governments and attached to their respec­

tive consulates. 

:5. The islands shall be neutralized a.nd de­

militarized and shall be considered out ot the war. 

~- The present Administrator shall be withdrawn 

tor t he period ot the war; the appointment ot an Ad­

ministrator shall be withheld tor the same period, 

and the administration ot t he islands shall be lett 

in the bands ot the Consultative Couno1l. 

5. All armed forces will be vi thdrawn. 

6. The Canadian and American GoTernments agree 

and undertake to continue economic assistance to the 

inhabitants ot the islands and the respectiTe consuls 

ot those ocuntriee v111 confer with the local authori­

ties as to the nature ot the aee1etance to be g1Ten. 

UIQUOfE 
fh1e formula 1e in conformity with the commitments 

given by th1e GoTernment. 

We tully realize the concern and anxiety ot the French 

Gonrnment in maintaining the 1ntegri ty ot i te colonial 

EncJsJ-/,. -----

Strtt'r _., --- M~ ---~ 19_ --- ---
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Charge to 

s possessions. We feel that the formula submitted, with its 

guarantee that the islands shall re~n French, and with the 

undertaking to continue economic assistance to St. Pierre 

and Miquelon, will fully safeguard the French Government's 

concern about these islands during the war. 

You should see Marshall Petain at t he earliest possible 

moment and impress upon him the importance or reaching a 

solution along these lines which maintains the purely French 

tradition or these islands for the future. You may, in your 

discretion, point out that time is of the essence, since t he 

longer the matter remains in its present statue the more likely 

it is to become crystallized and the more difficult it will be 

to bring about a satisfactory solution. 

We have shown this telegram to the Canadian and British 

Governments and it has their full concurrence. 

Until we r~ceive an expression of opinion from the 

French Government regarding this formula, the matter will 

not be discussed with Admiral Robert or the French Ambassador. 

S:CH· PA/D Le Eu 

Enc/pJ..rJ"' -----

Son/ J, -- - --··--· M., - - -··· 19_ - - - - ---

I-WIII 1 . 1 , l ftlliiiQ fll iTIM e ""1 
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DRAFT OF COMMUNIQUE l'lliWii \\UULV BE ACt:EPl"ED 

BY GEJxgRAL DE GAULLE. 
--------------------------------------------

1. The islands ar e French and will r emain French . 

2. The present Administrator shall be withdraYm; 

the Administration of the islands shall be exercised by 

the Consult at ive Council . 

:;. The above-mentioned Council v.·il will agree to the 

appointment of Canadian and United St ates' officials to 

assis t them in t he oper ation of the wireless st ations on 

the islands in the common i nterest of the Allies. 

4. The Free French National Committee inform His 

Majesty ' s Uovernment in t he Uni ted Kingdom that they never 

intended that ships of the Free French Naval forces should 

remain in the islands, and that t hese ships will shortly 

r esume their nor mal duties of att acki ng the enemy wherever 

t hey may f ind him. 

5- The Canadian and American Government agree and 

undertake to continue economic assist ance to the inhabitants 

of the islands, and the r espective Consuls of t hOse 

countries will confer with the local author i ties as to the 

-1-



nature of the assistance to be given. Arrangements are 

being made botb to continue the supplies from the United 

~tates and CanaJa on which t he i slands are dependent, and 

to provide the seasonal suppl y of f ish to the French 

inhabitants of Martini que . 

14. 1. 42 

-2-



General de Gaulle would agree to t he draft 

Communique on the under st anding (which would not be 

mentioned in the Communique) t hat all parties agr ee :-

1. That the Free French Administrator will 

remain but will be merged in the Con­

sultative Council . 

14. 1. 42 

2. That the Marines r emain. (This is return to 

the pr e-Armistice status quo ; the islands 

must have some defence against the enemy.) 

3. The Council will be under the oroers of 

the National Committee. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHI NGTON 

July 29, 1942. 

lu:li.ORANDtn~ FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Let me call your attention to the attac~ed telegram No. 1099, ot July 28, 5 p. m. , trom our Charge d 1Att a1ree in Vichy, Mr. Tuck. This telegram reters to the tele­gram trom Bern which reported, among other things, that Darlan was inclined to tavor giving some French sub­marines to Germany to be operated by the German naval forces. 

In accordance with your suggestion, a telegram was sent to Tuck last night asking if he would endeavor to ascertain from friendly sources i n Vichy Darlan 1 e attitude toward turning over French submarines to the Germans. The attached telegram is, or course , not a reply to our telegram or last night, but is a voluntary report trom Tuck ot his comment on the Bern t elegram. 

Enclosure : 
Telegram No. 1099, ot 
July 28, 5 p.m., trom 
Vichy. 



MJF 
This t~l e:gram must b~ 
close:ly o~rRohr~ee:d bE­
forE bEing communicAtEd 
to Anyone: . (SC) 

SEcrEtRry of StstE , 

lvs shington . 

1099, July P.S , 5 p,m. 

(PAris) 
Vichy 

DAtEd July 28 , 1942 

Re:o 1d 5 : 4? p . m. 

BErn ' ~ 3431, July ?.5 , 11 A.m. 

We: h•VE EndEAVOrEd thus fe r Without SUCCES~ to obtAin 

conf irmPt i on of thE visit of a GErmAn N~vAl Commissi on to 

Toulon on July 14 . Bot h th' mili t s ry Pnd Naval AttachEs 

hAvt bEEn givEn cAt£goricPl dEniAl~ of this informAtion 

by rEl1sb1£ offici .ol cont, .cts . ''1h11E 1t i R ~hmye oossi bl£ 

(si ncE ore:sum~bly it would h~vE , EEn undErtP~En with grEAt ­

Est sEcr~cy) t l1P t such" vil'i t ml'ly hAvE occurrEd unknown 

to our infor mAnts, i t doE!' not s~Em 1 ik~ly thAt it could 

h~v e: be:e:n cA::.•riEd out 1·•1 thout thE knowltd~e: of F> omE of our 

rEliAblE s ourcEs of informAtion . ThE stAtEmEnt P ttribut~d 

to thE inform,ont mEntion~d i n Btrn' s tElEgrAm thRt "FrAncE 

no~· h.os 106 submPrine:s• dot s not coinc idE 1•lth our bEst 

informAtion which ind i cAtEs thPt t hE FrE nch hAVE only flbout 

lv>lf thl e numbEr. t,;e: ~hP 1, contl nuE , ho•·•EvEr, to !follow 

t f11s cloeEly . 

sts ff stAtEs t hAt whilE hE is still. AS snti-3r1tish ll S 

EvEr, 



-2- #1099, July 28 , 5 o .m. from (PRris) -Vichy 

tvtr, hE i s nEvErthElEss sm~rt1ng f rom thE fAct thAt thE 

GErm~ns ~ idEd ~v~l i n ousting hi~ and thAt hie vtndic~­

t ivE naturE has arousEd i n him an intEnsE Pnti-GErman 

r t •ctlon . WE ArE told by rEl1PblE offi cials , who cla ssi fy 

him As A ~mEntAl Eunuch", th~t hE is still AS ambit.loue 

PB EvEr and thPt whilE hE thErEforE might not bE avE r t £ 

t o ~lay1n~ th~ Gr rm~n gamE if convincEd thAt thE NPtis 

1\rE t~1nn1ng, 'u: 11) contEnt for thE orE s Ent not t o bE 

mixEd uo in thE ~oliti cAl joc~Eyin~ now occurring. HE i s 

r roort<:d 1n f ~>ct to ·,E d Er1v1nP,; c one ldtr<>blE olE"!eUrE 

f r om L~v~l 's or':etnt d1ff1culttre. 

ihilr I hqv~ not FEEn him orr~o~sp11y fo r somE timE 
• 

if thE r <;oct1on of hlP subordinAtEs is corrEct, it woul d 

POOEAr t hot hE clot~ not •·•ish for thE momEnt Pt lE"et to 

hAVE troubl<: wi t h Unit Ed StAtEs or to bE COOPl~ErEd •nt1-

Amtr1CPO . A oosei~lE PtrPw i n thE wind is thE f"ct thAt 

w'rn I •Ent ~lm,.. t r•nslPtlon of thE Navy DEpArtmEnt 's 

communlouE on thE !·:t dw,oey bnt tlt, h~ rrol1Ed •·•i th A most 

cordial notE in which hE "rEndErEd thE hom•~E which is 

duE to thE tEnacity Pnd thE ~r11liAnt courAgE of t hE 

AmEricAn ~vi,..tOrt)• . 

Tl'CK 

LHS 
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271730 

I!AP BlACK tiUl.!IDI QlE 

For Eneign Berry: 

Following meesogo troo Ad11ire l Sterle to Sec r e tary of the Ue-.y 

should be ehown to the President . Admirol Leahy oslca t het he be 

advised es to the Preeident •s wishes . Meeaoge foll~ve: 

"Reference Admira l Leehy message 25200:1 Genet"8l DeGeulle 

informed mo personolly of his pl~n to vis i t l esh i~ton ~rter ~ 

241656 wa s sent. Oenerol bee reques t c>d tha t errensements be tlftde 

for t re-.e l tor h!J:Iaelf and four eesocie toe to permit arriva l 

Washington before December l Ot h. Ambe seedor ~inant in forms me 

DeGeuUe•e visit will be on his own initiative end not by invitation 

ot the Preeident. Doepetchee troa French Delei!I!Uon l e ebington 

indicated tbet President end 1\eeistent Secr etory of State Wellu 

e:r:pressed desire or willingneee to see DeGeulle of sufficient 1'11rmth 

t o constitute invitation. Winant hea requested censorship on anr 

announcement of on invitation. DeGeulle will be accompanied by 

~,;olonel Lcmberd , former Preneh military e tteeha Teahington, by two 

aides , end by a military leoder poaaibly General Cotroux. 

Arrangements con be mvde for peesege in feat transport ebout Decenber 

lst. Alternotive would be departure by clipper via eouthern rou te 

about eame da te . Tbie would indicate arrival us about 6th December. 

Ill tbie setistectory? General DeGeuUe in viait to me :yeaterdey 

-1-
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\ •• 
SEC REI 
271730 

extended pereonol greetill8s to President Rooeevelt , members of 

Cabinet end militery end nevel chiefs ot steff on oeceeion of \ 

Thenlcsgiving. He expressed greot eppree ietion tor American war effort .~\V ~ 
end etreseed thllt :f'llndementsl unity or purpose ot French end ~ ( ~ 
Americas must not be oontuaed by irritations resulting tr0111 1 ~ '+:. \ ~ 

--I 

I \ ' ' differences se to method end stretegy. l"linent joined me 1n preperiJl8 ~ \'\ ~ 
thia message end asks that it be ehonn the President end would 

eppreeiete Mr . Hull's eeetng. • 

,(' 
- ..... --- ·-



-
WAft D£PAitTMENT 

THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON 

October 15, 1943. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Attached are t he paper s on equip­
ment for French divisions which ar e returned 
for your file . I will keep in close touch 
with this situation. 



THE WHITI: HOUSI! 

WASHINGTON 

hen I s~;. ilcdle E-1 th the other 
, I r. it t!CI t~.e c uc, ti 0:1 •Jf > • m.1nr; 

: ~rtLer ., -.i,.>.:t:<~t ·. flt out the 1.e1 

Fr• .. ch vh ~ons . Ju!'t ns .:;.tt< r 
of J.nttr• ~t , :;: ~.oict tel! th" nclosra 
t.> the Pri:.tf! linietcr all fe.,tt .. bcr 
cl venth l::.st but c l.d ~ot S • no it . 

~ t1.in:t - >hOliCOI r. ill co ... C 

roan b~t 1 t is :.. • t t~:r n1ch, _ f> 

r.~u't , rtl t,s" ooc cE 1 ,Jor" to 
ll~·' in• .. r th.::n to t ob urpl~J' . 

: ho,>c .i JU 1!1 .:tep 1.1 c!o!.c 
tJuch .!th tl.~ ~1tu tio~ . 

?1 ee.~e ret-r.• C'r.clo&ur• . f or 
. ' flhs . 

F . D. n. 



THI WHITE H OUSE 

WASHINGT O N 

September 7, 1943. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

w.s .c. 

Please read and speak to me 

about thls . I have very distinct 

feelings that we should not eend 

f urther equipment or munitions t o the 

French Army in North Africa it our 

pri ma donna ie to seize control ot 1t 

from the old gentleman . 

F . D. R. 



The following is a tele~ram froc Ur . L~rphy in Al~iers to the 

State Deoartment , dated September ~ . 194~. 

De Gaulle haa raised the issue re~rding the control by the COCD-

mittee over military affaire , followi nr. recognition by the Allied 

Government& and t ho ensuing clari!'ioution of the Committee•• podtion. 

He haa sent to Giraud a very confidentia l memorandum a sking the l atter 

to approve a more clearly defined control of the Colllll1ittee ovor tho 

CI!K: and lldlitary aeth ities an d tho limitation of military power to 

operations ~ainst tho ene~y and armed force organi zation. Continuing, 

the m~orand~ states that t he p~era exercised by the CrRC in aoeordanoo 

with Prench law es tablishing a "atate of ai ege" shou l d be turned over 

to the r eapons i ble civil adnllniatratora and thet th e Committee ahould 

control a ll aeorot services , amal~ata d under one direction, 

It i a r equeated that t he oxiatenco of the memorandum in qu est i on 

not be divulged as it was reported to me in the greatest aeoreoy. 

Further along this line, the poaaibility of having only one President 

of the COO'Illlittee , which in thia caae -.:ould be De Geulle , and the appoint-

ment of' a defense oOCiliu ioner haa been eug>:ested. Wl th respect to 

military authority, the dhersenoe 1e be ins further emphaahed by the 

inai atence of Giraud that alone , he haa the authority to apeak for the 

army, and that in his personal capacity the rearmament furni ahed by t he 

United Sta toe of America waa given to h i:tn . 

The authority to deaigna te civilian administ rat ors in torritor\u 

of metropolitan France aa they are liberat e d end tho question of the 

organiaation and control of roai atanoe movements haTe been brou"ht to 

the for e in t he dia ouaaiona of the CO!llallttoe. The extreme elementa of 

t he Oaull1at faction ha ve , it aeema clear , decided thnt t he time ha l eome 

- 1 -
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DBCV.S.~U"I I' 

Bt.ot.o Dar t ,,., .. , I 'II 

B1 R. U. l'arkl o..£fB..::..2 l<'" 

to make a 1'\Jr ther effort to leuen Giraud • a power as the Cl"C •• ,..ll aa to 

etren~heo De Gau!le ' a own cootrol over eve!'l the ciTilian moderate eletoeota 

of thO Ccr.tllli ttee . The dilcuut~n• whic h have taken place i n the lut 

few days In tho Coomittoe meetiD£1 hnve lod to no so l ution aa yet , It 

1a u!'lderatood. 

Whntever sol ution is ronchod , the moderate element of tho Committee 

1na1at, the decision will pr oaervo collective r oaponoibility of all mem-

bera whic~ is the bosh of ita recor;nition by t he AlUed Government a . 

Tho fear i s beginning to be e7preooed es discusalons of thh 

nawre continue, t he t unleaa the Cootmi ttee is able to rid themaelvea 

o~ the pereonol differences end devot e more ett·entl.on t o the prosecution 

of the war the French people when liberAted will havq los t rospoct tor 

tho Committee , and the Committee itself will lose the poaelbllity or 

speaking for thoa when the time comes . Howovor , it is likely , the 

princi pal att ention here will to centered on these poli tica l mnttera 

until the l'ro!'lch Anny 1a able to p4rtlc l pat e !!!Ore actively i n the pro-

aecutlon of the war . 

- 2 -
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