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BRITISH EMBASSY,
PERSONAL AND "mSaRsg, WASHINCTON, D.C.

May 30th, 1941

Dear Mr. President,

I lost no time in reporting to the Prime
Minister the suggestions which you had made during
our conversation on Vlednesday. I have now had a
reply from him explaining that he has telegraphed
to you direct through the United States Embassy in
London giving his views on the different points
which you raised. He was obviously immensely
pleased with your suggestions.

The Prime Minister has at the same time
asked me to inform you that the code names for the
operations mentioned in the second paragraph of this
telegram sent through the American Embassy are: Puma,
Baseball and Thruster in that order. The Prime
Minister's telegram goes on to explain that he regards
it as most important that these operations and their
code names should not figure in any one document and
I should therefore be grateful if you would be so
kind as to bring this point to the notice of those
officers in the Navy or War Departments to whom you
pass on the names selected by the Prime Minister.

Just as I was dictating this I got a telegram
from Mr. Eden asking me to tell you how delighted
everyone in London was to hear of the splendid recep-
tion which your speech on Tuesday has had in the United
States. Mr. Eden assures me that your speech was as
deeply and greatly appreciated in London.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,
Yours very sincerely,

St fur

The Honourable . C ome )

Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

May 30th, 1941

Dear Mr. Foster,

I enclose herein a letter from

i -7 g Lord Halifax to the President. This

contains a very confidential message from
the Prime Minister and Lord Halifax would be
grateful if you would be so good as to
arrange for it to be safely delivered to the
Fresident as soon as convenient.

Yours sincerely,

HC g grAons
e

Mr. Rudolf Foster,
White House,
Washington, D.C.



Jalofar

i o
SOl
BRITISH EMBASSY,
2 WASHINCTON, D.C.

December 22nd, 194l.

Pedsonal and SEEND
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! Dear Mr. President,

i,,/ In continuation of my letter
of December 17th regarding the naval
and military conference at Singapore, I
enclose herein two copies of a telegram
which I received yesterday from
Mr. Duff Cooper summerising the findings
of this conference,

Believe me,

Yours very sincerely,

et ox

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States

] 08, State Dept. Letter, 1.1L72

Washington, D. C. By J. Schauble Date_EER. 8 1972
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F L s, DRiED 201H DECF
(941, FROM MR, DUFF COCPER, ©INGAPOR

Fart Ong.

Inter-allied representatives (grou
undecypherable) Singagnra on December 1Hths
All countries originally suggested were
represented with (7 exception of) Chungking,
from which no reply to (7 telegram of)
invitation was received, The Prime Linister
of New Zealand authorized me to act at their
representative vith the assistance of
Commander St. Aubyn, R.N., who has beaen
working for a long time in New Zealand,

2, (General agreement was reached on matters
under discussicn, In the first place 1t was
felt that importance of Singapcore to the war
in the Far East and to (7 world) war could
not be exaggerated, Its loss would clearly
be followed by that of Netherlands East
Indies, would confer on enemy not onl; powar
to 1luintn Austrelis and New Zealand from
Vest, to separate British Far Eastern Fleet
and American Asiatic (7 Fleet) but would alseo
put at his diafusnl vast oll supplies and
practically all the rubber supplies of the
world, Hardly less serious would be the loss
of Netherlands East Indies which would

{(? isolate) Singapore and deprive the Allies
of (7 a) naval base of vital importance,

The Philippines are alsc of first-rate
importance as an advanced and (group omitted)
and flanking base for offensive actlon
ageinst Japanese (%? aggression)as

3, Our immediate plan is to dispose of our
combined forees now available in E? Siamese)
area 850 as (a) to keep the enemy as far
north in Malaya as possible and hold him in

the Philippines. (b) to prevent the enemy
E? desirable) territory end parti-

acquiring
eugar sercdromes, which will aaten
arrival of reinforcements.

4, Our dispositions to implement this are
(a) lend forces disposed to hold up ETanany]

advance to maximum duiraa possible, (b) air
reconnaissance established as far north as
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gﬂuuublu, (e) naval surface forces: United
tates Tesmanian forces in Apia-Soura areaj
Dutch West Jave Seaj British Singapore a and

fence South lal and Jo (siec ¥ Johore)
7 Straits { {ﬂ.l’ mtnd States and Duteh subma=-

rines operating cffensively in South China Seas
and off East Coast of Malaya, (e) air striking
forces operating from Singapore Lucalan West
Borneo and Eastern archipelago,

5e Our urgent and immediate need is for
reinforcements, We have taken (7 note of) steps
being taken to (7 provide for) these and are
agreed that they must be on a scale not only to
meet present scale of attack but also those likely
to be put in the field against us, (?Ve are)

also agreed as to necessity to concentrate our
available naval strength to ensure safe passage
through Far Eastern aresa,

be We are agreed that the (?plans) (7 must)
inelude unloading convoys at Netherlands East
Indies ports (? should) waters further north
become unusable, aircraft being flown to desti-
nation, troops and atores ferried, It is also
agreed that ted States convoy at present
directed to Brisbane should proceed to Sourabaya
for aireraft to be assembled there and flown

on to destination decided upon.

Te It 1s necessary to keep open the following
alr lines of communication: (a) Australia-Java,
Australia-Philippineg, {b) Middle EasteIndia=
Burma-&umatra-PhiliEp{nsn or Mnlaya and Honolulu,
NHew Zealand, Netherlands East Indies, Philippines,
Malaya and follawing sea lines of communicationt
(a) (group unde erable) (India)=Netherlands
East Indies-Philippines-lialaya, alsc Red Sea and
Persian Gulf (b) Australis, etherlands Bast
Indies, lippines, lalaya, via Sunda or Malacca
Btraits (d) (sie) Australia and New Zealand to

Forth and South America.

8. It is most deairable that Chinese should
be asked to maintain maximum pressure upon the

Japanese, first in order to contain as many
divisions as possible and subsequently to provide
bases for long distance bombing attacks on

Japanese

= Any effort of same (7 nature) with (group
undecypherable) on the Eart of (7 Russia) would |
also plainly prove of highest value,

10, Finally it was the view of the conference
that situation, although serious, need not give |
rise to undue pessimism i;nvided necessary rein- |
forcements are supplied available time.

11, Time is essential factor,

12, A sub-committee of conference has outlined
immediate plans and its recommendations follow in

Part Two of this message,




Part II.
Bagina,

The situntion is serious and it is
recommended following steps be put into
immediate operations

{a) Pass air reinforcements to Malaya
via Burma, Sumatra und Javas

(b) Pass air reinforcements to Fhilippines
via Australis and Netherlands East Ingfau.
Eventually establish a regualr air trafflc
system from Australia to the Philinpines,.

{c) Maintain the strongest possible
striking forees in South China and Vest
Java numbers built uf on British and Dutch
naval forces now avellable, Reinforce
sutmarine force now based at Singanore.

(4) Maintain the strongest possible
striking forece in Celebes Sea and Lacassar
Straits area, built up on Tasmanian Force 5
and local Du!uh naval forces,

(e) Pass American air cunvuf now pro=
ceeding to Brisbane through (? to) Sour-
abaya with the help of Australian forces

and United States Tasmanian Force 5.

(f) Pass land reinforcerents for Malaya
through Bunda Straits with the help of
gcombined eir forces, Dutch and British
naval forces, Unita& States Tasmanian

Force 5e

(g) Secure serodormes in Northern
Sumatra and Vest Borneo,

(h) Evantuallihgaas land reinforcements
to the Philippines from the South,

2, With the situation as it 1s today,

we consider the minioum reinforcements for
Malaya immediately required to stabllize
the situation are as followsi

Air, 4 Fighter squadrons
4 Bomber squadrons

1l P Escort flight
1 Trun3por%n¥115h§h

“-3=



Reserves collected 100% for fighters and
50% for bomber aireraft to complete exlsting
souadrons and their reserves, i.e., approximately
50 single-engine fighters and 12 Hudsons,

Lande 1 brigade group
1 division
g light A/A regiments and
heavy A/A regiments

( /2 one of/ each type for Dutch
aerodromes).

1 anti-tenk regiment
reinforcements for 9th and 1lth
divisions
0 light tanks
50 anti-tank rifles
Bofors ammunition
500 Tommy guns with ammunition unit (sie)
first (sic) transport vehicle (? "S"
mttﬂd] .

s rhe requ’ cements in paragraph 2 are imme=
“{ate ng to I*1hilizn the positions

de W. are noc in a position to assess the reine-
forcer-.;s required for the Philippines, The
Japanese have (? 5) divisions still available for
operation against Malaya. To meet this (? threat)
further large reinforcements are necessarys

S It will be realized that in order to comply
with the wishes of the President of the United
States this telegram had to be prepared in haste,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

EERSONAL AND MATTuRuagG.

December 3lst, 1941

Dear Mr, President,

I enclose herein a copy of a
telegram which I have just received from our
Ambassador in Cairo, This telegram is headed
"Following from Mr. Bullitt end Captain
Lyttleton".

I am having a copy sent to the
Prime Minister,

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,
Yours very sincerely,

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States,

Letter, 1-7L72
et kpus I E



Telegram from Cairo, dated December 3lst, 15L1.

L iR
Following from Mr. Bullitt and Captain Lyttleton.
Please convey simultaneously to Fresident

Roosevelt and the Prime Minister perscnally.

Begins,

This telegram represents the agreed views
of Mr. Bullitt end myself on the subject of possible
invasion of Tunisia if and when all Tripolitania
should be ocecupied by His Majesty's Forces. We have
had the sdvantage of a general discussion with Catroux,
particglarly upon the Prench officers in Tunisia, but
we could not carry on the discussion very far for
obvious reasons.

2. We assume the following premise applies
to-day:

(A) That some resistance by the French in
Punisia is certain and that French blood would be shed.

(B) That the strain on shipping and Naval
escorts would preclude the immediate supply of sub-
stantial foreces in Tunisia from Alexandria and that,
thereforse, the bulk of any supplies for these forces
mast come through the Western Mediterranean.

(c) That it would be impossible to supply
forees through the Western Mediterranean if the French
in Algeria and Morocco should be engaged in hostilities
against us, We must count on the probability that
german Air reinforcements would cross to Algeria and
Morocco and operate against our shipping from those
bases., We must also count on the probability that
the Vichy French fleet would operate against ua.

3« The/
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3 The Commanders in Chief have not yet
completed their study of the problem and the above
premises may consequently be gualified, but we do

not think they ean be materially changed,

L Catroux put the minimmm forece necessary

to invade Tunisia from the South at six Divisions.

We think this should be accepted with reserve but
taking into account the possibility of large rein-
forecemente being brought from Algeria and Morocco

we conslder the force muat be substantial.

S We consider that in view of 2 (C) above
operation would not be sound unless simultaneous with
the invasion of Tunisia Unlited States Forces should
seize Casablanca or possibly Agadir. Such an
operation would seem to involve preliminary selzure or
control of Canarles, the Azores and Maderia; we think
invasion of Tunisia muat not be considered in isolation
from the problem or of reactions of sll French North
African Colonies, We believe there would be French
resistance to landing of American forces unleas
careful preparations should have been made within
French North African Colonies. We think it may be
poselble to have Ameriecan forces welcomed in French
North African Colonies provided certain French leaders
can be approached and informed that ah American landing
in force at either Casablanca or posaibly Agadir is

to be expected.

6, Above opinions are besed on the present
situation remaining uneltered. We believe the
Germans may take action which would bring the majority
of the French in North Africa over to our side if we

should be in a position to give them effective and

immediate/




immediate aid.
T We therefore recommend that if resources
permit (A) British forces in Middle East which are
already estimated to be considerably short of
minimum required for defence of twe fronts, should
be reinforced; (B) U.8.A. should immediately start
preparations for Casablancan expedition; (c) pro-
paganda and subversive activities in all French
North African Colonies should be immediately concerted
between the United States and Great Britain.
8. With regard to 7 (A) considerable supply
problems will be involved in employing forces in
Tripolitania and if premiee 2 (B) 1is correct we must
look to supplies and reinforcements for Tunisia
after ites occupation being shipped through Western
Mediterranean.
9. With regard to 7 (C) the nature of the pro-
paganda is one of nice judgement and Bullitt and I
propose to sketch tentative plan for submissiocn to
you.
10, We would emphasize that this is & pre-
liminary telegram which is sent by us to reach you
while the Prime Minister is still in Washington and
that it is sent without full consultation between
Commanders in Chief, It appears however to us that
if resources are available in the near future the
plamming mist start at once in order that we may
either be ready to undertake invasion by force at
a later date or reach the highest possible state of
preparations to take advantage of any favourable
opportunity produced by German action against France.




	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012

