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This trllgram must be 
close l y peraphrasEd be­
fore bring communicated 
to anyonE . ( SC) 

SEcretary of StatE , 

washington . 

138 , January 14, 1 p .m. 

London 

Dated January 14, 1941 

Reo 1d 1:55 p .m. 

PERSONAL AND QQJIP'H:Eif'i'IMO FOR TH:: PR:SID""NT AND THE 

S~CR£T~~y OF STAT~ FROM MR . HOPKINS: 

"Wcckcnd 1dth Chi!I'Cl':ill . Leaving for tour naval basts 

with him today . Saw King ycstcrday. '1/Ell and confi dent . 

Hr sends warm regards to you . Your message received 

well hcrc . Am urging Governmrnt hErE not to crcate or 

accentuate differences between us pending passage of Bill . 

Y.hat is your best judgment a3 to when Bill will pass? 

Hopc there will b" no major amendments . Can wc bt 

inform~d relatiVE to tllr Bill from timE to timc? Going 

hErE pretty ( l'\<'GIN UNDERLININO) rough ( END tJNDt:"RLINING) . 

Am secinR cv:~jthil~ f~on bomhs to President ' s cousins • . 

Lcttrr by ~~s,~~~rr . A\1 wc ll . '' 

TFV 



• THE WHI"n HOUR 

WA8HIHOTON 

June 11, ... 941 

~~ORANDU~ FOR ~I~C TULLY: 

1 Trl~ K TRE PRE&lDEtiT ~lGHT 

~IKE TO CLhNCE AT Tdlb. 

R.L. H. 
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'SRI H i F .!p 

KIRK & HARRUIAN 

CAIRO 

c 0 p y 

TELEG RAI.! 

June 11, 1941 

FOLLOVii NG AIRCRAFT ARE NO\\ EN ROUTE TO .Jl.CLLE E.15T 

CURTISS TO:.I.AHAWKS 166 TO PORT ~UDAN 25 TO ALEXANDRIA 

JLEN MARTIN MARYLAND 5 TO ALEXAN.CRIA GRU~ON F4F 25 

1'0 SUEZ TOTAL 171. 

FOLLOI'i i NG AilE ALuiTIONAL PROSPECTIVE 6rl1Pbl.ENT::, 

AIRCRAFT TO .IHLDLE EAST CURTIS~ TOJ.IAHAWK JUNE 84 

JULY 100 CURTI SS KITTYHAWK JUNE 11 JULY 40 GRU!&ON 

MARTLET II JULY 10 ~OUGLAS BOSTON III JUNE 40 JULY 40 

TOTAL JUNE 135 JULY 190 . 

Nt.ra.!BER AND TYPE OF PLANES Srli?PED ARE AS YOU KNOVI 

CONTROLLEt FRO/.! LONDON. THEREFORE THESE FIGURES HE 

SUBJECT TO CHANGE FROM THAT SOURCE. 

TWENTY TRJ.NLPORTS ARE BEING FLOV.'N TO AFRICA. 

REGRADED 
UNCLASSIFIED 

HOPKI NS 
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HOPICINS 
20NDON 

nfE WHITE HOUSE 

WAatiHCITON 

VIA NAVY 

Welle s and I highly approve Moscow 
trip and assume you would go in a rew 
da71, Poeeibly you could get baok to 
North America by August eighth. I will 
eend 7ou tonight a meeeage t or Stalin. 

All well here. Tell Former Naval 
Pereon our concurrent action in regard 
to Japan ie, I think, bearing trui t . 
I hear their Government much upeet and 
no oonolueive ruture policy hae been 
determined on. Tell him aleo i n great 
confidence that I have euggeeted to 
Nomura that Indo-China be neutral1ud 
by Britain , Dutch, Chinese, Japan and 
oureelvee, placing Indo-China somewhat 
in statue or Swi'cr.erland. Japan to 
get rice and rertilizer but all on con­
dition that Japan withdraw armed roroee 
trom Indo-China in toto, I have had 
no anewer yet. When it comes it will 
probably be unfavorable but we have at 
le..t made one more errort to avoid 
Japanese expansion to South Pacirio 

REGRADED 
UNCLP S$ 1FIE,J 

ROOSEVELT 
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• t1' 1 ~:tci t n 
Pear 1.--l:lrbor 
Hearings 
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• I IL~.\ y ~-~lf = ~ I j.,t I 
. 25July,,l94l \f"·~\ /-;h 

For the Pre sident only : 

When I was in Canada the Government or~icials stAted they hoped 

that you could ~~:o to Ottawa on the seventh of Au••u~<t . I wanted to 

phone you from Gander but there were no communicAtions there . I !IJD 

ll:Oing to rem.,in here a d11y or two lon~>er for conference \\ith Comm­

ander Miilt'lle East . His visit bere very Becret . I am won~erin.<> 

whether you wquld thlr k 1 t 1 ·•ort'lnt •md useful for 'lle to f'O to 

MoBcow. Air trqnsnort'ltion eood and c n reach th£>re in t\lenty ··our 

hours . I h~ve a feelinv thnt evt>rythincr ,os~>ible s,ould he done to 

mql(e certnin the Russians '11\i ntP.in a oArmanent front even 1".hou•·h 

they be aefeAted in t.his ilillLedi 'lt.e battle . If •->tHlln could in any 

v•ey be in,'luenoe-d at , criticRl Ti ~e I think it wnultl he worth doin.:t 

by .i direct corwru"i<.:Ation from you tnrcn crh 11 ·Prson~l envoy . I t. 1ink 

thA stAkes .,,..e so ('re'lt tnat i t dhould 'oa r1one . Stu 1! ,._ uld then 

know in en \t mi,.t·•kAblP ~~ay that. we rneAn busineM• on a lon:· term 

sun->lv job. I of course bqve roAde no movee in r"'''llrd to this And 

will ,....,., i t your adviCe. I f you t.hink Moscow trip in"dV~""ble I 

will leave here not lacer than liednesdey . nm snencl in" weekend viith 

Prime Mi nister but. messi\Pe thrnuuh Navy \':ill refloh me uickly . There 

is no news here ab<l\lt Russia or J AJli\D that y-ou do no• lllJ•.,.q-iy h' ve . 

Pri e lllini :.ter doe not bell eve JapAn WAnts war . Ru:H•iRn arnb"S>~edor 

tolcl 'liS this morninv hA did not hellPve Jeoqn woulrl qttqck f-u"sia 

iMnrt>cli qtely . Lon,. con1'erence lAst ni,.ht ~·1 th ~t il it'lM,r chi Ate >nd our 

mllitqry rern·eseut'lt.ives on the str'ltepic posit.ion o•· tbe "ritish in 

t,he rniddle east . Tliey are II etermined to f'i,.ht 1 t. ou': in that sector 

FEGRADED 
U ~'i l-L, bit FlED 



-
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• 
I 
,.,. ., it sec:ne to mt> •h~y coevt! • v• ry cor.vlncine- rn'leons to ell or uto 

!"or t hn t .. eterni nation . I do ho e j!:ou ~ u 1.ell 'ln~ ~trn (lOrr·y my 

miASion hl'e tAl<en lon·er then I 'lntic1.p\ ted . l'i e h'l., nm's thi' 1!11)1'!1111 ' t t 

th t t.he Sch'lrr,horst is out . ll'iti sh · in~ vel'f -· -r"u~ 11i r 

1\t. Aoks but bomber lnnees subetant i l. loVPrvbo ly l\A1 'P in 1Noll soiri ts ' 

I 

brM'her . "vpry one here "sks nbout you end "re rloli~hT.E>d to know 

th'lt you ., re in I"OOd heel th . 

flAf.ilY. 



lllSS ll'ULLY I 

THl' flRE WAS &ENT YESTERDAY 

AFTERNOON . TBl S I S FOR YOUR FlLBS· 

L. BERNEY 



f5 r ~·-
THI!: WHIT!!: HOU91!: -..1 \ 

WASHING~ •• \ 

September )0, 1941 

~ear Mr. President: 

This is what this means: 

That the Army have agreed tbat we can export to 
both "ussie. and the United Kingdom 1200 tanks per month 
during the second six months of 1942 and 2000 tanks per 
month during the first six months of 1943. This is 
based on the enlarged program •hich you have authorized. 
This telegram will require Harriman a.nd Beaverbrook, 
with their mil itary advisers, to recommend the exact 
division as between the United Kingdom and Russ i a , but 
they surely will far exceed Harriman ' s request for Russ i a . 

The telegram provides for 3600 combat planes. This 
is 600 less than Harriman asked for but the Army thinks 
tha t our production does not warrant making a commitment 
in excess of 3600 at this time. 

I believe that in view of the fact tbot ~e are 
e1ving far more tanks than they expect Harriman will 
be in a good position in dealing with the Russi ans. 

Very sincerely yours , 

HARRY L. HOPKINS 

The President, 
The •bite House . 



TELEGRAM 

SEPTEII.BER 30, 1941 

TO: liMEMBASSY 

MOSCOW 

FR~ THE PRESIDENT FOR HARRIMAN 

REPLYING TO YOUR 1720. SUBJECT TO RE&ERVATIONS 

INHERENT IN THE STRATEGIC SITUATION THROUGHOUT TI!.E '(ORLD, 

TANKS CAN BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR DIVISI ON BETWEEN USSR AND 

OX AT A WONTiiLY AVERAGE OF THREE TIJIES THE RATE PROPOSED 

IN YOUR CABLE 1720 BASED ON RATE FOR JUNE IN YOUR CABLE 

4459 OF SEPTEMBER 22 TO HOP~INS FOR FIRST SIX KORTBS AND 

FIVE TIWES FOR SECOND SIX MONTHS . YOU THEREFORE ARE 

I NSTRUCTED TO MAKE COIIlUTMENT FOR A IUNIMOK NtnmER OF 

TANKS TO THE USSR AS REQUESTED BY YOU AND ARE FURTHER 

AUTaORIZED TO INCREhbE THE C~ITKENT AFTER CONSULTATION 

WITH THE BRITISH, J EARING I N MIND THAT FIGURE& l Ali 

GIVING YOU ARE FOR TOTAL EXPORT JPRQI( THE UNITED STATES 

INCLUDING BOTH BRITISH AND RUbbiANS. 

BASED ON SAKE RESERVATIONS AND U THOUT COWlllTKENTS 

AS TO TYPES TO BE ALLOCATED, YOU MAY MAKE COIIlHTII.ENTS TO 

PROVIDE RU&SIA \liTH AlRPLAJIBS TO A TOTAL BET1'EBN 

JULY 1 , 1942 AND JULY 1 , 1943 OF NINE TlJLES RATE 

PROPOSED FOR JUNE IN CABLE 4459 OF SEPTFJIBER 22 TO 

HOP~INS. OR ABOUT THREE QUARTERS OF THE RATE PROPOSED 

FOR JUNE MORE OR LESS MONTHLY. 

ROOSEVELT 0 3 r -4 rr q '13 NO 
03G~H03'H 
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TH 1!: WHIT!: H OUSI!: 
WA-SH INGTON 

Sii9Jiliff ~ 

U.ceaber 17, 1941. 

z ?r~/1. 
Ill THI!; PACIFIC ~ A-

#./~ 
How man¥ planes does it t~e adequately to reinforce Hawaii 

and llhen will those planes be there? 

How Jll&nY planes to reinf'orce PanUI& and when will they be 
there? 

flhat 1e tbe exact route propoMd to rein!orce the PhWppine 
Ialanda by air? \lith what type ot planee? .. b en can the first 
planee r each the Philippines? How IW\Y planes l!hould we att e!llpt 
to get into t he Philippines and .nat types? 

Have we reached a decision that we should attempt to land 
men and euppliee in tbe PhWppinee by ship and under whatever 
protection the Par .t:astem neet can afford? 

Are we going to ..alee an e ffort to get big bombing planea 
into China and it ao by what route , how IW\Y, what type and under 
whose co-.nd? 

Has General Brett arrived in China and are volunteers to be 
called back into our Arm:! forming an American unit. in t.'hina? 

To what extent, if any, ar e we going to attempt , other than 
by naval action, to aid in the defense ot the IJutch t>act IncUee 
or Singapore? 

How .auld any or all ot the se plane be changed in caae the 
PhWppinu and ~ingapore should tall? 

• 



- 2 -

1M THb ATLAllTIC 

Has the decision been r eached t o es~abliah a bombing unit in tnglahd? 

In what other manner should ground troops, particularly t echnicians , be used in l:.nglo.nd, 1!' at. ill? 

Has a decision been r eached t.o accel erate the complete occupation of I cel and , ther eby relieving Brit ish troops? 

Are we going to,~e ground troops in ao:ne theater in Africa? Are there divisions lid the exact pointe tor debarkation and are they property equipped? Have arrangemen~a been made with the 
~itime Commission for shipping in case an operation should be ordered at once? If we hope to beat Hitler to the ~eat Coast do we not have t.o begin the operat ion immediately, or are we taking for granted that he is going to get there tirst? If he does get ther e first what do we do about it7 If tor any reason the t. eat Coast is not a suitable fi eld or l and operation, has consideration been gi ven as t o the use of one or mo re armored divisions in the ll.iddle East, joining the oxiating Britiah 'A.rm:t? 

Are we going to provide anti- aircraft facilities and regular Army supply units t o General ~axwell in t:.gypt &nd Gener&l v.heeler in Bana? Does our entry into the war warrant ehangins t he deci sion t o use civilian personnel in those areas? 

Wh at commitments have we made and ahould we make for running the Ferry Service from Nat&l t hrougll Africa, maintaining and supporting the various airports r equi r"d? 

Is it poaaible to use any of our sublNlrinea directly agains t the enemy in I.U aut t 31 lolediterranean waters at an early date? 



• 

THE W HIT E H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 19, 1941 

FIRST PHIORrrY OF' I.IILI1'ARY STRATEx:Y 

TH<: DEFmS~ OF Tf!J, ATLA!lTI C ARt:A Bt.TIIEEN THE U!U1'iD S'l'AT".S 
ANIJ TH<: UNI1't:D KTIIGDOII 

1 . How can this be strengthened to make reasonably certain 
that bngland cannot be invaded and that supplie s can be aseured? 

v 

v 

7 

? 

a , Should we establ ish a t once a bombing unit 
even of modest proport ions in clngland, which would be 
the nucleus of a l arge striking force in the future? 

b . I s it necessary to put ground troops with 
equipment in t;ngland? 

c . Are we going to use American forces entirel y 
in Iceland , thereby relieving trRined British troops 
f or other services? 

c . Are we going to discontinue the transfer of 
American f lag ships to the British !or use in the 
Atlantic run and run those ships into t:ngland under 
our own flag? 

e . Should we take over t he Atlantic Ferry 
Service and t he operat ion and de f ense of the airport 
a t Prestwick so that this be entirely an American 
enterprise , ther eby r elieving British pilots and 
mechanics? 

t . Are we going to place any PBY' a in Irel and or 
t:ngland as originally planned as a defense against 
the approaches to England and the North or Ireland? 

g. Can we induce the South of I r!tland to make 
bases available? 

h . Can we provide airships for t ransportation 
bet ween the United States and f'oynes? 
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1 . Can we send terhnicians and ~e"bers of our armed forces to imgland for speciAl technical 
s ervices? 

j 
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St.CONUARY 'tH:t:ATrJl~ 

v 

v 

Ar'RICA 

a, ~hat action hos boon determined upon in event 
Hitler beate ua to tho 11est Coast of AI'rico? 

b. Are wa able to t alco and hold the Cape Verde 
Islands and have we the men and oquirment to do it? 

c . Are we praparad to maks a landing on tho .. ost 
Coast of Africa and what aro tho moat suitable pointe? 

d , \',hat items in our s upply list are l ackinr for 
either or bot h or thess enterprises? 

o. IC for any r eason tho l1ost Coast is not auitable 
for land or air operations has consideratio~ been given to 
tho uso of ono or 110rs armored divia.ions in t ho loliddlo !:>&st., 
joining tho existing British Amy? 

C, Are we going to provide supplementary military 
units of supplis s, et. cetera , for General Maxwell in ~gypt. 
and Oonoral Wh eeler in llaora and in what Wll'j' wi ll direct1ve8 
bo changed to t hem as t he r e vult. of our ent ry into t he war? 

8 • Ar o wo pre,arod tull,y to run a Jo'erry :.orvico o r 
planes from llatal through A!rica aa a major operat ion? 

h , n'hat type of naval support will be required in 
tho :;out horn AtlP.nt.ic? 

i , Can any or our submarines b e used directly against 
the enemy in t he ~editorranean? 



v 

v 

v 
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Til Tilt. PACI RIC Altt.A 

a , l!ow IIW\Y planes doea it take adequately to reinforce Hawaii and when will those planes be there? 

b , l!ow m&J\V pla.nea to reinforce Pa'UU!Ia and >!hen will they be there? 

c , l!ow many would be r equired in the whole of the Far .:.aetern "rea to a!ford support &uf!icient to prevent that area falling into the hands of the enemy? 

d , (;an the britieh provide any of these plane~< and 1C so how many, of >lhllt type and .. n en? 

e, ~hat planes could we supply 1 by what route and 'lohen? 

t , If •re nave not adequ~<te ammunition for these combat planes can the Dritish aupplccent that by loaning us ammunition tor a few 110ntha? 

g . Wore specifically what steps can be taken for the defense ot ~ingapore and the Philappinee? 

h , Are we going to make an e!'fort t o get an air unit int o China in addition to the planoo already thoro? 

i . Are we going to order t he American fliers the r e into the Army and are they going to be r einf orced by planes, what type , when and how? 

j , \,hat would be the plan of operations in event of t.he fall of l>ingapore? 

k, \oould the uutch t.ast I ndies , Australia and New Zealand be defensible and ia there a plan for action in tho event of t hat contingency? 
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niE WH ITE HOUSE 

u W~INGTOH 

February 16, 1942 

IIDIO!WillUll FOR IU.l;S 'IULLI : 

This ie 11 memorandU1!1 that the 

President t alked t o me about laat 

night . 

f,ill ;you please gbe it to him. 

H. L. H. 
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February 16, 1942 

PRIORITY OF OBJECTIVES TO JULY 1 

LIST OF PRIORITIES - A 

1. United States to take primary responsi bility for reinforcing 

the Netherlands liast Indies, Australia and New Zealand. The men, 

materiel and munitions to leave tho United States prior to March Jl. 

Supporting supplies of men and material to compensate for attrition 

rete t o follow regularly. The force to include the men and materiel 

that the Joint Chiefs of Staff consider necessary. 

2. In addition to convoy, the NayY to strike with every means 

available in that area the supply l ines or concentration points of 

the Japs. The Navy to provide in Aust ralia such naval base materiel 

as is required. 

J . !:very effort made to hold Java as well as defending with 

all ~eans available all further advances of the Japs. Hold t he 

island of Timor. 

4· The British to make such supplementary assistance as they 
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have available in this area in ehips and man parer. 

5. The British to take the primary responsibility for re­

inforcing Burma immediately nnd defending Rangoon. The United 

States to provide such supplementary aid ea is available . 

6. The United States to continue to tske the primary reapon-

sibility for oilltary assistance to China in te:ms of llll!teriel, but 

confining that materiel for the present to the urgent munitions of 

war such as aircraft , ammunition, hign octane gasoline end such 

other v1eapons of war ae can be utilized when they reach the Chinese 

Army. The volunteer air force now in Rangoon to be considered part 

or American support of Chinng Kai- ahek . 

7 . Intensification of the cupaign again~ sutaerines in the 

Atlantic, including t he great extension of the use of smaller ehipa. 

8. The Russian Protocol , the supplies to the !.Iiddle East , tho 

Persian Gulf, t he United K.in,..dom and to selected South American 

countries. 
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Jf} 
9 . The reinforcement of l!awaii. The increase in our a ttacking 

/4 

force on the Atlantic Seaboard to 100, 000 men and tho nreparation of 

shipping for their purposes. The Bri tish t o increase their special 

forces from 55, 000 to 100, 000 men. 

1#. Carry out the proposed plan~ for bomber squadrons in England. 

1,._ The strengthening of the Atlant ic Ferry Service. 

1~ Put up in the very top production priorities for the 

machine tools, the equipment and facilities recuired for the production 

of high-octane gasoline plants, of all combat aircraft of the A~ end 

t he NsVJ' and merchant ships . 

1.IST OF PRIORITIM - B 

1. The c0111plete occupation by American forces in Iceland and 

t he reaching of our objective in the North of Irelnnd. 

2. A complete plan for atrildng force in Alaska &nd the Aleutian 

Islands and pushing that plan as far aa poasible prior to July 1. 

J . The induction and enlld.ment of _ hundred thousand men 

for t he ArrflY and t he Navy and the provision of training and eouipment 

for t hese men. 



SECRr:-T 4 :/lot t..... ~ 

·. 

lkrcb 2, 1942. 

lJ4 bMYT -..ra wn dellwred - 7~ ._17a ud 

S9 ._24•. ! bia :b 24 a'llvn e aU.\H. 

aDd tra ia'nl p1rttl • 

...... 
l'hnl-lin D. RooaneH L1bi'&J7 

DECLA~SIFIED 
tdU l.llil. 5:aoo.9 ( 9/ 27,1&8) 

Date- oS£- 3 _ ~-, 

8i~~~&t1U'e- ~ad .I ~a.-t: 

o :- c:~ i 
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This tElEcrrum must bt 
closel;; pcrrphrnscd be ­
fore brine comnunicrttd 
t o Clnj·onE • (lfC} 

SEcretor; of Stotc , 

l'ic.shinc ton . 

TRIPI£ PRIORITY . 

London 

DatEd J.pr11 14 1 1942 

REc 1d 6 : 50 r . • n . 

D!:CLA~Si fU:II 
By Deputy Arch tviat or tb u e .s. 
By f · J • Stewart Date ff.B 4 1972 

1820, ,.pril 14 1 noon . 

!fiR¥ 95095 m diD FERSONI.L FOR THE PRESI'OC NT FROH 

P.OPKit!S . 

Serious nrvr.l problEm dE vel opine Indir n Occnn . 

Chit fs of Steff hEr£ considt rint; mE ssq~e which f ormer 

nrvrl pErson will sEnd to you lntt r tcdc:: . I hrvc 

rppo1ntmcnt with him six o ' clock tcni(lht \lh tn ht will 

show mE d r r.ft . I r.lll sure thrt nrval situction Indinn 

Occc.n rEquires ~our most uraent cttcntion . The encrn:; 

hrvt rppc.rcntl~ moved very poVIErful forcEs in thnt 

direction end th£ 1J;pl1c1.tions of this will rend1l;r 

occur to ;;ou . 

Final mEetinG Chiefs of Strff r~d De fe nse Council 

with us will bt htld lc tc tonicht . Ver; confident of 

outcomE . l!t~rshr.ll hrs r:mde splendid ir.1prcssion herE . 

HE hrs prEsented vur ccse with a rt ct f orce but mOderctEly , 

The result will , I beliEve 1 be n e t onl~· r.n q;rcenent 

i n principl e but r rc ol rncctinc of minds . I crnnot 

e~:~phosizE 



- 2- #1820 , •. pril H , noon fret:: London 

tnphra1zE t eo strcncl~· t hE f c.vc r r.b lE .lr.lprcss 1cn Ll r rshnll 

h e. s r.adE hErE • EVE r:;on£ rtc;rt t s t lu t . . drlirr.l Kine; 

could n e t hr vE bEEn prEsEnt . EvEryonE hErE c.sks r.bout 

;;cu . I r n ft£11nc t x. trET.1Ely wEll but r nxious t o c;tt 

h en£ t ... tEll ~·cu whr t cr.nnot b£ s c. id b;,· crblE. 

M..TTHEVIS 

KLP 
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T HE WHITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 1,, 1941. 

tOUB 81J(I(IBftiOI BBUO ft'UJ)ml) 

BUt COICD8U8 or OPIIIOI II !BAt 

ODOR stiLL !00 8tl1Cn JOJl r.um.t 

or htiOIII. 
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Jli 
Thi s tElEgr Pm must bE 
oloe~ly pnr~phr~sEd bE­
f orE bEing comouniortEd 
t o ..,nyonE . ( MC) 

SEcr~tPry of StrtE , 

liPehington . 

TRIPL'C PRIORITY 

London 

DAtEd April 151 1942 

REo 1 d 5:48 P,m,, 

1851 , :.pr 11 15 , 12 P. m. 

SSOPE .. f\ND F'CRSQN,.L FOR THE FRESID'CNT FROM 

HOFKI NS. 

How Pbout nl'111ng thPt wood pussy Lr vA1 t o your 

b r rn dorr? 

KLP 

D~CLA$- iFIF.D 
., ~J Arohtvlo t of tbo U.S . 

lllr •• · -·~ Dah fES 4 sn 
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Toa a '•r- U.. •ao t.be &,... 
t.ook 2' pl- boa U. alrUDea. Ae I 
I II 11 1011 pi\ \bo• dlftA~ 1nt.o tbe ,_, 
-.toe and MaL to the Atri- '•rrr Serri• 
2' pl-• MlM&lna to t.he ,.,., .1n t.beir 
n...s. 
~l .. fta~daWAprU 22 

atat.lnc t.hat t.he tcrLa1 INiber at planN 1n the 
\NDepol'\ -.toe In the AM-•a'at.1e hrr7 
:oat• &N ,.,, of 11b11b 10 &N 1n Chine, 17 111 
lDdla, 2 oa I'OIIU and 4 "'*"'' ad to l ea ft. 

l dall1t quUe llftdeNt.Uid the• flaw­
"••••• I aa• sail yCIIl bad a llllbekDtial 

·- of ~· 1n Atrioa 1\..U aolnc 
bMc Uld fertb '-'- c:.uo Uld fllloradi. 

SEeREJ 

\ 

liuU lJIIi. Bzoo.9 (9;'27;~e> 

Da • - /• - ;J. s-'- t C 

.at ·r•- C!a-tf /. .J!va4 
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OFFICE Of' TliE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR AIR 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

April ~7 1 1942 

I.QliOR.AIIDUIIl FOR MR. HOPKDIS 

With reference to your memornndum of April 24 on the subject 
of the number of planes in the African-Aaintic ferry routes , our rec­
orda here indicate a considerably larger f igure than the 37 mentioned 
by you. Since our records show ehipcent nnd initi.t.l allocation, we 
aro not absolutely GUre of the present position of all of these planes, 
but we are wiring out to the locality to get more accun.te inforaa­
tion o.nd I shall coctlUilicate this to you ns soon as it is received. 

At the present time , excluding 37 transport type aircr aft 
delivered to tho British in Africa. under Lend-Leaco, there are 5J 
planes carried on our records as beints in Africa and India on fer­
tying services . 

China llational Airmys is charred rlth 8 , of which 6 are 
l<no'I'ID to be in India East of Y.arachi and with 2 C-53 ' o sor.10where 
eround Basr a en route to them. 

For the lOth Air Force in India, four plane& have been 
turned over to them East of Karachi. For the Buran kood replace­
ment operation lJ of the 25 planes are on the way and were last re­
ported aoJ::ewbere in the llatal Division with l2 at test Palm Beach, 
9 of which aro roa.dy to go as of April 25 with 3 held up with dif­
ficulties in the extra-range tanka . 

On the tro.ns-Africe Britieh-PAA operation bet\ieen Bathhurst 
und Coiro, thero are 14 t r nnsports . 

On the Lagos-Karachi run , tho Ferrying Command- PIJ., there 
are 14 planes. I &.1:1 infon:ted tha. t 8011u of these ha.ve been shot 
through to India &nd Chirul on a epee iLl eecret Jaission, e fter the 
completion of which they will return to their regulPr Division run . 

General Stilwell ' s headquarters have recently advised us 
that the condition of the fields io such that 25 planoo on the Burma 
Road operation is the present maximum which he can effectively handle . 
Operations in that district appear to be seriously interfered with 
by the Japanese advance 1n BuriX o.nd air attacks on a.ll fields 1n 
that general. district. A report just received indicetee that a 
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Chinn Na tional Airways plane landed at Lasht> to f ind the f i el d 
deserted and a t once took of f for Kunming . Hot~ever , Gcnoral 
George r eports tha t be intends to br ing t he nurnbet• of aircraft 
destined for the Burma Road opera tion up t o J5 within tho next few 
weeks by sending addi tional C- 5J ' s and C- 1, 7' s out of t.rmy produc­
tion (these hsvo s tiffened bellies and wide dool.'s to peroi t cargo 
carrying) . 

I n addition to the a ircraft shown a bove ther e are , of 
course, the Boeing 3071 s (4--engined stratoliner s ) used in the 
through expr e ss service . These are gener ally used for eme1•gency 
r equirec:ents and are , ther efore, not charged especia lly to this 
operat i on. 

ROBERT A. LOVETT 
Assi stant Secretar y of War for Air 

.. 
• } , , 52C0.9 (9/27/~8) 
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