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On'IC& OP TBE CJDEP OF NAVAL OPDA110 NS 

WASHINGTON lul:r 9, 1941. 

1. 111 :rour Koooaao ~o Concreu or July 7~h oOD.Oernlng 
tho reoD.toromollt ot tho Brltloh GelTlaOD 1D .&.col~, you. JU.do 
tiM toll ow1.116 pronouc•onta 

· "A• Co Mer in Chht I bau oonooquon~l:r 
iaoaod ordoro to t.1ao Rav:r that all nooouar:r 
ot.po bo taan to ia..u.ro tho oatot:r or oom,mioa­
Uoa.. bot .. • IoolaDil aD4 tho United Stat .. , u 
well ao on tho 1001 between tho Uni~ed Stat .. 
and all ot.b.or o~ratoglc ou.tpo1t1." 

2. Ao :rou. !mow, United Statoa DaYal opora~iD.g torcoa 
have prope.rot plano tor an "all-oa~" war a&aia..t t.b.o Axle Powers , 

in aooor4anoo with tho ag.roomenta with tho British •do 1D ABC-1. 

'lho Atlantic l l oot is now opor&UD6 1D aooor4anco with Wootorn 
Boalophoro Dotonoo Plan Ro. 2, whloh involves no shooting, oxoopt 

in aol t-dotonoo or tho dotonu or Unl~od State territory, baooo 
and rl&g ohlpping. In order to o arry ou.t ~ho polio:r whioh :rou. 
havo a nnoo.a.aood 1D tho wordl quoted above, wo alpt luu.o orders 
tor any ODO or ~hroo plaa.. 1Dt.rao41ato botwoOD ABC-l (BaiD.bow 

No. 5 I an4 Woo~orn Boaisphoro Dotoa..o Plan liTo. 2 . Thole 1Dtor­
aed1ato plana aa:r bo br iotly doooribod a1 tollow1: 

(a) Western Boalophoro Dotoa..o Plan No. 2, 
wl th tho addi tlon ot oaoortiD.g Un1 ted Statao aD.4 
IoolaDil ohipo botwoon tho United Sta~•• and Iooland. 
!hie would iD.al u.do a~taclc on Gera&l1 lllbllal'iuo or 
raid ora whioh alght a ttoapt to 1Dtertoro w1 th t he 
pasoago Ot tb010 OOD.YOfl• 

(b) Wootorn Ba.iopkor o Dot onao Plan No. 2, 
pla oooortlD& Unl ted Statal aD.4 Iceland ohlpa 
botwoon tho Unl~ed Statal aDd Iooland, plu.o at­
taclclng all .Axio raldorl aD.4 ou.bmarlnea which 
algb~ bo onoolllltorod by ou.r DaYal toroo1 &Jl1Whoro 
within tho Woatorn B..top.b.oro. 

I' . ' , 
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(o) A new plaW:t entitled Weetern Hem1ephere Detenee Plan No. 3, oh woul4 in1'0l1'e an "all- o1.1t" detanee ot Weetern Atlantic watere, pl1.11 t he defense ot Ioelande UDder this plan, we wol.lld proteot all exoept Axle ehipping west ot longi tl.lde 260Weet, and wou.l4 attaok uie raiders and el.lb•r1nee where•er 
toWI4 in these wat er s. Thie wol.lld in•ol•e eeoort1ng ot all ooll1'0)'s boaDd between North .lMrioa and tbe Un1 ted K1n8111om, ae wel l a s patroll ing and oo'fering operations tor the protection ot • hipping in the Western Atlantic, inolll4ing the OOD1'0)'e betwean freetown aDd tbe United Kinsdoa whioh now .U'fe approxiatel)' along the .. ri41an ot )00West. This latter pl an bas been in preparation tor the past ten da)'e, and ehol.lld be read)' tor iss1.1e to the fleet the latter part ot this week. We ha•e dieoa.eed thie plan with the British J oint Statt KiNion here in Wa&Mngton, and han telegraphed it to London 80 f;hat the Britiah Chieta ot Statt oould ad'fi .. a. on it, The Brit1ah ba,.. ezpresaed t1.1ll asre-ent with it, exoept in aillor deta1la, and, aaturally, d .. 1re to aee it plaoed in etteot, It 1s the plan whioh Aal>aaaador Winant referred to in hie y .. terd&y'a d1epat oh, Ill aending thb plan to Ghol'llle)', I ad•ised h1a a a tollowa: 

"You are to atate oatecor1oall)' to the Chiefs ot Statt tbat there 1a 110 preeet int enti on ot the United Statee Oo1'erDMnt to exeoute this Maeure, b1.1t the Chief ot lla1'&l Operations .baa 41reoted the prepara­tion ot the plan 80 that the lfa1')' will be read)' tor etteoti•e aotion under all e1'entual itiea. The pl an wol.lld be oo.o.ddered a preparator)' uas1.1re tor ABC-1 and woul4 be i.o. aeneral aooord with that &&l'ee-nt," 

rranJr;l1n D. Rooaov31\ Li'wU't 

OE0lf{3in~B 
000 IJif •. 5200.9 (9/27/&1) 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
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August 29, 1941 

Admiral Harold R. Stark, 
Chief of Naval Operations, 

Navy Department, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Betty: 

I am of the opinion that the United States 
forces in I celand should be under one commander , who 
should be given, to the e.xtent legally possible, f'u...U 
authority and responsibility. The Commander ' s authori ty 
should not be restricted to that contemplated in 11 Joint 
Action of the Army and t he Navy" for the exerc:ise of 
11un.i ty of command. " 

In order to give t he Commander of Unit ed 
States Forces in Iceland the authority legally possible 
over the combined forces , I propose that Marine forces 
i n Icel and be detached f or service with the Army . Tuere 
i s attached hereto a joint letter transmitting to the 
President a draft of an Executive Order which will ac­
complish t he proposed detachment. 

Since 
about September 
be expedited . 

the Army contingent will sail on or 
5, it is very desirable that this matter 

Faithfull y yours, 

-
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f rnnkllr D. Roooevelt Library 

OEGLASSIFIED 
000 lllR. Daoo.s~ ce/27/r>B) 

Date- 'f-,-51 

.1 .. ,_ eMt L. +~ 

August 29, 1941. 

The Pred.dmt, 

1'be White Houae. 

lCr dear loll:". Pres1denta 

Troope ot tbe 011 ted States llariDe eorpe are nOIII' •lll'Yillc 
1n Icel.eDd. A aall l.nq toroe 1a at prNmt tbC'e aDd a :Larcar 
boq ot l.nq troope 1a upected ao011 to sail. tor tbat island. 1!18 
llilitary &1tuat1011 requirN tbat tbe peraonnti ot tba eenral 
brmcbea be 1111cler a eincl.e oo~J aDd it 1a .. t \llldNirabl.e that 
tbera be two separate l)Dj.ted State• llilitary tarcee 1n tbat ieland, 
NOb operati.D& IIDder a different dAipartaent IIDd dittermt l..81111. 
COilgrNa hae provided a r..ey tor IN.Ch a eituati011 b)' tbe tollorlnc 
atatutNI 

a. •• * * ftla ¥&riDe Corpe aball, at all taee, be 
aubject to tbe lan aDd reeu1at1011& eetabllibed tar tbe 
pern.llt ot the Na~, ucept wbeD dataclled for aiiM'ica 
with tl• l.nq b)' <rder ot the Pree1dentJ and when eo 
detacbed thay eball be subject to the rulBe and Article• 
ot War preecribed tar tbe &OY&rnant ot the l.rrqa * * *" 
(Rerised StatutN, aec. 16211 34 u.s.c. 715) 

b. •.&Rr. 2. Perag SJbject to \'111tar;y ze. -
!be toilonnc pereoa. are nbject to theee articlN aDd 
eball. be lDlclc'etood u included 1n tbe tera 1aDT pereon 
subject to a111tazy law, 1 <r lpenone eltbject to a111taey 
lalr, 1 wbeD.-rer "Q&ed in tbeee articleea 

* * * (c) Ofticere and eol.diere ot the llarine Corpe 
1lben detecbed tor aiiM'ioe with the &rlliN ot the Ullited 
Stetee b)' <rder ot tbe President 1 * * *" (Article ot w.r 
21 4l Stat. 7871 10 u.s.c. 1473) 

It 1a theretare reoo~ed that, pureu8nt to the atatutea 
quoted, 7011 •icn the incloeed dra.tt ot an <rder, which w1l.l l:at.ft the 
ettect ot •k1na: the l.nq Uld Marine tarcee in IcalaDd a eiJI&].e 
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SECRIW t 

1111it.ed terce end will creat.~ iDe NNe their ail.it.al'T .tfi.oien07 • 
n u .turt.ber reoo-llded, for obYi.oua reuc:.aa, that the ord411' ~ 
kept aecret untU att.er the err1Y&l ot the .&nq troops ~t101111d in 
Ic&lud. 

Tba acUcn reoo..W.ed toll.on the Feoedct. aet. b7 
PrNideot. WU.oa in uwi.llc a a1•1l•r order with respect. to t.he 
-.z1..Da11 serrlng in the .Yarican Expeditionary Forces in FriDce. 

Secret.ary of War. 

Secret.&r)' of N&Y7. 
l ])lcl. 

x.-att. ot order. 

... 

. .. 

--~' 



EDICUTlVE CllDII 

Detaclment o! KariDeo 1n Icoloud tot: serrtco with tbe U'f1IT. 

P~>rnant t.o Rmoed StatutM, oectl.<m 1621 (34 u.s. 

COde 71S) 1 Art.ic1o o! nr 2 (10 U.S. C* 1473)1 and the 

act o! .t.U&Uet 29, 1916 (34 u.s. C* 716)1 it u hereby 

ordered, ettoct1n Sopteoober 131 19Q., that all peroonno1 

ot tbo UDit ed Stat.ao llarine ccrpe tbOil ar later oening 1n 

Iceland end o! tbo lledicol IJepor-.t o! the N*"7 oc:-riJis 

with t- be dotachod tar oerrtce with tbe Umiao ot tbe 

UDited Statao, and r-u. eo dotaohed until their 

departure troa Ice~d. 
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TME WHrn: HOUR: 
WA81CINCITOH 

Sept.,.ber 9, 1941 

IIEIIORAHDUII FOR THE PRESIDEliT 

The attached despatch gins General 

ll&retoa•a report of the rape caee in Iceland 

which !lliot spoke of the other d.q. 

The full writt81l report hu aot ;yet 

reached the Departaent. 

Respectf'ull;y 1 

lJ 
()(Jl) Ults. b200.9 (9/27;&a> 
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DATE TI N[ Gc• 

HAVE SIGNED VOLUNTARY CONFESSIONS OF 4 MARI ~ES ACCUSED OF 

RA PE OF COUNTRY VIO~;AN AND ~.: AR I ~ES ARE BE ING TR IED BY Gt:. l,t:RA L 

COUR TS ~ART I AL . 1 CONVENED TODAY. PU~L I C ST~T~EN T BY T~ I S 

HEADQUARTERS DEPRECA TI I•G INC IJEiH ;.',:i.J ASSUfi I r,G I ::EL11 . ,~ERS 11F 

fULL 'EASURE OF PuN I SHI'EI\T FOR AC~ JS!:.D 'E M .. APPARE • Tl Y 

ALLIIYED PUBLIC FEELI.~GI. ~'A I LED REPORT SEPT. 5TH . THE "BO'IE 

IS IN REFERE~CE TO YCuR ~622~5 . 

DISTR IBUTION : 
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