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THE COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON 

March 10 , 1942 . 

!t!EMORANDUJ.! FOR IJR . RUDOLPH FORSTER: 

Tne attached paper was prepared 

by Field I:arshal Sir John Dill for t he 

President ' s information . He has sent it 

with a note to General r.:arshall £or t r ans -

mission and as Gener al ~·arshall is not he r a 

t oday I am forwar ding it dir ect . \'/il l you 

please see t hat the President gets it . 

~~ 
I ncl . 
5-p,aee m1meo . wi t h map , 

'Appreciation of the 
Japanese thr eat to 
India . " 

IAR 1 n f!U? 

\'1 . B. S . 

DECLASSIFIED 
' JC S memo, 1-4-74 

By RHP, NLR, Date 
FEB 19 1974 
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Public Health Building, 

\"lashing ton, D.C. 

lOth ~rch, 1942. 

The President asked to be inforced as to the 

scale of a Japanese attack against India in the event of 

the loss of Burca, and also as to the British forces 

available to meet it, 

Attached hereto is a note along these lines , 

General George C. ~rshall, 
Room 2030 
War Department , 
Washington, D.C. 



COPX -'" I 

l. The only line or Invasion by land Ia r roa 

n~ throuch A~~Aw , auch an tnvaston be1nc ~~blned •lth 

air end sta borne rttaek I n the oroe or tho CAt;GE~ DELTA. 

2. Unless they over -run BUR~A the Japanese 

cannot I nvade INDIA ~Y land . A~c~mlng, however, that 

they do ovor-run lll'R.U , the seale or tttoek 11 l1oitod 

by the vtr-rldln& foetor of eo:~nlettlona, ~hlch will 

therefor be considered !lrst . 

~unlertton!! . (S. e ~ketch,.. .. otttehecl) . 

3· T~t eoa:munleations from l'roneh INDO- CHINA 

through YUIINAN t o the :;orthern ASSAil rell-heod at Ll'l>O •r• 

so dtrt leult that a threat from this direction can be 

disregarded . ~ .m1 larly even if the Ja~enPse over -run 

the IIA~ID~UY Artt 1 com·unlcatlons b<oyoncl IIYITJa:iiA are 

such that an advence beyon~ that po n~ ln any strength 

Is ~ost unlikely. 

•• 
(a) 

Ttert ar& only t""O other l lnea or advan\;a . 

From I!AIIDAUY via KALFIIA - IIANinliR ROP.D 

ancl ~RA'~PUTRA VALLEY ; Tl.le Is se rved by 

only ont Road of ~hich tht ~outharn Section 

wi ll be lnco~Qlete untll A,r •l It the eerl1est 

lnd 0! •bleb the northern-~Oit aeetlon 1S 

11abl to i nterruption durtnc the au::er ralny 

•~••on , This latter aectlon Lt, however, 

also terved by a s1ngla·llne ratl•ay from 

MAIW liR ROAD to IN()! A. 
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(~ ) Fro111 CHITTAGONG acr• ss the GA:IOE!: -

DRAHMAPUTRA DELTA ; this oonsists oh1ofly 

of traekd or very poor rtads all cr which 

are su~jeet to 1ntcrrupt1 ~n in the summer 

rainy season, but it is rts~ served ~Y 

fairly good rail•ay co.m:n,.nteations to n,.,IA . 

Co~~unicati~s from Southern DURWA to 

CHlTTAGONG ore extrem•ly poor, but the 

Japanese could bu i ld up th~ir forces there 

by the usc or small coastal craft which 

could then re used for landtngs along the 

BENGAL Coest . ~ir cover can also be 

pr~v1ded fro= londing groun~s oloog the 

BURWI Coast . 

~llion of J!tpa.Jl•n...§cale of Attack ll:Llil!!!S· 

laonn w~uld have no difftculty in making 

aveilnble the necesssry land forces together wi th 

strong air for ces It 1o esti111et•d that they could 

concentrate, t eploy and maintain :-

6. 

(a) Onr or oossibly two Divisions advancing 

from MANDALAY by the route to the ERARiolAPUTRA 

VALL£Y . 

(b) Abou~ two Divisions from the CHITTAGCNG 

Area adv~ncing by lPn~ end sea against 

the GANGEf D~LTA Ares . 

WVAE!!l.t.ll.¥ ~EA . 

The success of e sea borne exoed1tlon 

against INDIA denends on the dtteat or neutralisation of 

nritish naval foJ•ces Nsed on CEYLON . The modern section 

of this tle~t consists only of e str iking force or one 

bettleshto and two aircraft carriers until Apr tl/Msy when 

1t will be re~nrorced by • second brt tleship ond a 

third car rier . 
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tt·.o four o ld "R" cl:.as blilttle~hS~a no'tf on or noa.r 

tho li"ClAll OCEA!l can only be C•·r.aldtred as au.tabl e 

ror ec nvoy ascorts . Fo r !Jarly \""rn n&., ot ... ny lo..~ rge­

S<ole expe~ition opproachlnt WClA, '"' sl\all dopend 

upon our ability to na!ntoln autl1c1ent subnorine 

a n,. air patrols . 

7 - In v1aw of tho 411tu.nce or their nea.·es t 

r epair base, sueh an oporottcn by the Japanese ~uld 

be risky and d \fflcult, but the atrc.tecicc.l ndv~rWgf.: 

or eorly att...c::: vculJ be t:.:aenae an-! t.hts poss1b111ty, 

therefore , cannot be dh ·e~&.r1ed . Ir such em Oi.••rat1cn 

wero atte:npted, It I. very probo~le th.;.t tho 1nltlal 

stroke tmuld. eonsL t t~t 3 surpr·:se bo:.:bSnt; att .. cl~ on 

TfiliiCO: ALEE , tha deroncca or whlol\ ar• still r elbtiv•ly 

wook, ond 1f success .-·or o ach1ovcd lt. could be follo,,ed 

up by the 1~cd1ato 1nv"s1on or CEYLO~ witl\ a probable 

secont!Dry in~ sion ir the l.ADitAS area . 

Sc'\lP. of Jatancge ... tL ek by ;es. 

£. In spite or their pr•etnt eocmdteent~ , 

the !apanese still have av~1lobl• su! !1ct~n~ rorees 

an .. shlpJ:inr for a seaborne 'IX;le~1 tion not" by tt"'O 

divisions . 7he ~rCV1S1cn Of f8rr 1JO. I for the 

J'ethorlAnds r""st Indies 11 unlil<el:• to prove a he~vy 

comr:1tment and provided the ref< ro that they ,~o not 

at.. t.he same t1~:~o undertake r.'ajor operations nsoinst 

•• ustralia• Jop.J.n can colloct forceD for operations 

ut,£M.1n.st. U:UIA and CEYLO! at a. f;rnator rD.te than t'O 

c .. n retn!orc.e ~ ,1oae pl ... ~•• . 
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AN« AND AIR FORCES AVAILABLE TO KELT MSE tt£ttiUt5. 

9 . Taking into consideration the need to provide 

adequate defence of the IIORTHWEST FROr.TIER , Of internal 

security and the l ow state of training IUld eq\lipn:ent of 

1"1eld formations now in !liDIA, it is ostil:lated that the 

following gr ound forces could be made avail able to meet 

these thron ts. 

(a) m.I;.Q]h 

The forces in CEYLON must be considered 

as rortress t roops ~~ich cannot be used to 

r einforce INDIA should t~e attack develop 

against I1~IA and no t OEYLON . 

of : -

34th Ind . Div . (less 
one Bde) . 

One CEYLON Ter ritorial 
Bde . 

Cl>o Fd , Arty Bty . 
Heavy A. A. 48 guns . 
Light i• . t .. 52 guns 

Throe Fighter Sqns . 
One Torpedo Bomber Sqri . 
Cne Light Bomber Sqn . 
One G.R. Sqn. 
One Fl~ng Boat Sqn . 

(b) JJ!Jl.lfl.· 

J>.;; .... Mlk !larch 

One British Bdo . Gp . 

One East .\frican 
Bde . 

'fi1o Fleet Air Arc 
Fighter Sqns . 

They consis t 

llY AlltlJ..i.llu 
6th Australian 
Div . (lees one 
Bde . Gp) 
On.e Indian Arm 

Car Regt, 

One Flying Boat 
Sc;:n . 

The forces in INP L\ must be disposed 

to meet both the throat by s ea to tho MADRAS 

area and the threat by land and sea to BENGAL . 

Tho vmole stren3th of the forces in Ih~IA 

cannot thereforo bo concentratod against an 

at tack ag~1nst either of these places . They 

consist o!':-

Mid- March 

Two Indian In£. Divs . 
70th British Div . less 

one Bdo . Group 
Heavy :. . ;~ . gUn$ 88 
Light ,' .. /.. guns 87 

Four Fighter Sqns . 
Two Light Bo~ber Sqns. 
Fi vo Miscellaneous Sqns 

(obsolescont typos) 

by Apr1l/!Jnv. 

Heavy A.: .. 192 guns 
Light ; ... \. 286 guns 

Three Fi ghter Sqns . 

li:LlW!o/July 

5th Br 1 tish Div . 
Two Indian .\rlld 

Bdos . 

Two Light Bomber Sqn.o . 
Two Modium Bomber Sqns . 
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CONCLQSIOUS. 

10. Aftor tho Japanese have oooup1ed Bu.rllll.\ , tho 

tw- ch1o! cSancera 1n t~;e INDIAII OCEAN, 1n our vie• , will be 

as followtl -

(a ) seo-borno expedition to occupy CCYLO!I . 

This would have a dual object first to deny to ua 

tho ~in British !loot base, And second to enable 

tho Japanoao directly to threaten sea co~unieations 

\11th tho !liDDLE EAST and with RJSSIA via the 

PERSIAN GULF . 

(b) Occupotion of the CALCUTTA Area h)' Clllans ot 

com.t1ned aoa-bo!'ntt and over"Arxt 3•taek• . This 

operation woUld havo as an important ohjrct tho 

co~p1ete cutting orr or CHINA rro~ out ei~e 

aS51stance except by air transport cet~ods . 

11. Dotenoe aaninst oithor of the abovo attacks Will 

~~ pr~rily by sea and air forces, naval forcet p1ay1nt 

a predooinnnt part round CElrLOI1 , and air forces in the 

CALCUTTA Art a . 

12. The crux of the situation 1a the ra to at which 

wo can provido air reintorcornonts for IliDIA and CEYLOJI . 

1t~ British air stronpth in the !ITDDLE EAST has already boon 

sor1ou5ly deplete! ty transter•nce ot air squa1rons to 

INDIA, BURMA und tho FAR I!AST . 

'IIASI!IliG!Oll, D. C. 
lOth ~rch, 1942. 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

a mFiiiim!Hrls 
April 7, 1942 . 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

GENERAL ARNOLD 

I do not kno .. ,,hether you 

have seen this -- nor do I quite 

know whet her this calls for a 

repl y on my part or not. \'lha t 

do you think? 

F . D. R.. 

DICLASSIFID 
By Deputy Arcbivi•t o! the U.S . 

By I . J. Stewazot Date FEB 4 1972 



-- I OEPARTIIE:HT OF STAn: 

THE SECRETARY 

April 7, 19~2 

The attached is a 
complete cop1 of No. 155 
from !lew Delhi. 

The one prev i ously sent 
at 10:~5 this morning did not 
contain Section three . 



TRB 
This t£1£grnm must bE 
c losely pnrnphrnsEd bE­
f ore being co~~unicnted 
to anyone. (SC) 

Secretory of Stntc, 

\lnshingto(1. 

RUSH . 

NEw Delhi 

D'\ttd •• pr11 6 , 1942 

Reo ' d 9 : 03 a .m. , 7th 

155, :.pr11 6 1 5 p . m., (SECTION ONE). 

STPUtfN UllliiiEIITl ' i FOR THE PRESIDENT AND 

,\CTINO SEC1l ET.'.RY : 

\'lnv£11 supplE!:IEnts h i s perso nnl a ppe'\1 (S ££ 

my 115 , ..\.Jr 11 1\ 1 8 p .m. ) through me t o t hE Pr cs i dcnt 

by " secret l et t er ns follows . 

JOHNSON, 
President's Rcprcs cntn t 1vc 

DI'JC1.A88rrm> 
81.1<> OoJot, l..tc.or, l·ll·7'2 

a, J. Scb.ub~ o... FEB 4 1972 

j 



DM 
This tele gram must bE 
closely paraphrased be­
fore being communicated 
to anyone , (SC) 

Secre tary of State , 

Vlashington , 

RUSH 

New Delhi 

Dated April 6 , 1942 

Rcc ' d 8 : 55 a .m.,7th 

155 , April 6 , 5 p ,m, (SECTION TWO) 

11 F£RSONAL JiG IRii 

Wntn we met on Saturday, you asked me my most 

immediate need nnd I r eplied 'aircraft.' 

The J aponese attacks now in progress against 

Colombo and our shipping and India generally emphasize 

the vital urgency of this requirement . It is not 

t oo much to say thrt our whole position in India 

during the next few months depends on whether we 

can receive an adequate supply of a ircraft , 

The figure s I give you be 1 ow do not in any way 

represent our ultimate requirements but rre the 

numbers of aircraft for which I estimate that we 

can find crews if we can receive them during or before 

June , thE earlier the better of course : Fighters : 

120 P-40 1 s ; Bombers 120 B- 25 ' s ; Gener al Reconnaissance : 

80 Hudsons ; Bomber Transport : 40 DC- 3's , 

If you could do anything to obtain us the sc 

11ee1 ,..H'Fl&D oircroft 
et.w. O.,t. l~ler, lol1·7'% 

By J. Scbowblo Dor.o FEB <\ 1972 



• 

- 2 - #).55, April 6 , 5 p .m. (SECTION TWO) from !lew Delhi 

aircraft as an urgent and vital requirement I 

shall b E most gra teful. (Signed) A . P . \'Iavell." 

JOHNSON 
Pre s i dent ' s Repr rscntntivc 

EDA 
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TRB . 
Thi s telegram must bt 
c losely paranhrasel bE ­
fore being oommun1cate j 
to anyone . ( SC) 

SecrEtary of Stat e, 

\lashing t on . 

' RUSH . 

NEw Delhi 

~!t ed , pr ll 6 , 1942 

Rtc ' d 8 : 59 a . m. , 7th 

155, April 6 , 5 p .m. , ( SECTION THREE) . 

wavell says holdi ng India d epends upon the 

approximate number abov e set forth over and above 

Royal and our own air f orce . He authorizes me to 

s ay to the PresidEnt that if we can furnish these 

pla n es he will hold Indi a . British gradual w1 th­

drawal 1n Burma adding to confusion so I hope I 

may bt ablt to answer ',Iavell at earliest date . 

( ErlD OF MESS .• GE) • 

JOHNSON 
Prcs ld•nt• s Representat i ve 

EDA 

I 

-. 
• 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES 

WASHINGTON 

April 9, l9L2 

ILEioiORANDUU FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Subject : Request for Additional Airplanes 
in India, 

In connection with request made by General wavell 
of ll.r , Louis Johnson for additional airplanes in India, 
it is ~ay opinion that we should handle this matter with 
care , 

India is in the war theatre for which the British 
have full responsibility, V•hen this same matter was 
brought up before the Combined Chiefs of Staff, the 
British members stated that it was a British responsi­
bility and t hat they would handle it, Accordingly the 
docucent concerning additional airplanes to India is 
now being considered by the British Joint Chiefs of 
Steff in London. 

In vi ow of the above, I recOIIll:Mind that no further 
action be taken on this request , 

H. H. ARNOLD, 
Lieutenant General, U, S,A,, 

Coa:Danding General, J.:nrr Air Forces. 

Incl: Conf , ltr, to Gen , Arnold 
frm . the President, L/7/L2, 
re attached complete copy 
of telegram 1155 frm. New 
Delhi. 



J 

-
Priote<l in Po,...ip Relationa ot the Onite<l Stetea, 

1~2, Tolu.o l , PP• 62S.6~. 



!.lEV 
This tElEgram must bt 
closEly paraphrastd bt­
forE bEing oommunioattd 
to anyonE , (MC) 

SECrEtary of Sta t£ , 

washington. 

TRIPLE PRIORITY 

f'.sP,· .d'."ic _._ ~.J~~ 
London --?: 

/ / [ 
DStEd April 9 , 1942 /.+x- -' 

RE0 1 d 2 :30p. m. 

1721, April 9 , 5 p , m,, (SECTION ONE). 

--~ MID PERSONAL FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM 

HOPKINS . 

ThErE i s an unfortunatE i~prtssion hErE that 

Louis Johnson is acti ng as your p Ers onal rEprtstn­

tativ£ and undEr your instructions mEdi ating bEtWEtn 

thE British and tht Indian CongrEs s . Within tht 

past frw hours Cripps apparently in coopEration 

with Johnson has submittEd a nEw proposal rElativE 

to thE cont rol of dEfEnSES in India , Thi s propose~ 

was madE t o thE Indiao CongrEss without consultation 

with thE GovErnor GenEral or with f/avtll and with 

no knowlEdge of the British GovErnmEnt hErE , I 

havE a f EE ling that Cripps vEry naturally is using 

Johnson who in turn usEs your namE vEry frEEly , 

I hav£ told thE Prim£ MinistEr and EdEn that Johnson 

is not. r.ctJ. :1s; as a mEdia tor on your bEhalf but wha't-

EV E!' r E c l< _• ring hE 111 doJ n.:. a t liJ E ~ DECifio rEQUESt 

• 
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R: 
:::.:..3 t::1E~r:.. :L:.:!t ·.lc 
cl J::: rl; 1 :" .. -.,::1'•=.~~~ 'Jc­
r J~t '.J E i~\.,; C ·.:.::t:."":iC:".tc,: 
•· , .• . .. ,£ ( I'C ) 
"" 11. ·-.. ... • • 

GCCl''Et~ry .>f ~tc. tc 1 

T~I:L: " .. ::::0 -:It.i"';. 
1721 , .pl'il S , :; ;1 . t., ( S":C'TIO:: "• U) 

t1inct£t1. b:· : u . l ·Je:11~;ve: it 1~·•1= :rtc.nt thct 

G n·Ern:.-.Ent ~:' .. ic~l t' .. t 

,~,:tc :.rE in Indi c. ~l·t it uc.~· brc:.l. r~v ••• b1:; 0£-

p >0~1 . 

, . . .. 
• r 
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D!PAR11iSNT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF COWWUNICATIO~S AND RECORDS 

--71 .... ~ 1., /') / ' 
From:~)~ 
Number: / J 0 
Code:J'C--

Caption: 

Dated: t/.tt/¥1--

~ 
This telegram has bten distributed to: 

Please advise the Division ot Com­
munications and Records if fUrther dis ­
tribution should be ~ads . 



,. I'IWM 
This telegram must be 
clo~ely paraph~~scd be­
f or c bl1nes oommunicatcd 
t o a nyone , (SC) 

Secr et ary of Stat e, 

'/ashington . 

RUSH 

NE\T 0 t lhi 

Dattd April 11 , 19 42 
I Reo d 3:53 o .n . 

170, kprll 11, 9 a ,m, (SECTION ONE) 

swrcmrx ao::rnmn I 1. FOR THE PRESIDENT AND 11CTI No 

SECRETARY 

The Congr ess deliv ered its rejtcti on of Cri pps ' 

proposals at 7: 00 o ' clock Friday nlght, Nehru sending 

me a c opy , The r cj cotto n is o mast crpito e and will 

appeal t o free men everywhere . 

My substitute defens e ancndmcnt was infor mally 

agreed to at confer ence between Cripps, Nehru , and 
I 

0 

Congress Presldtnt Tbursd3y n\ght but then after they 

d t sagrcc.i on giving a ny authority t o new Nationalist 

Government or opos cd by Cripps , Cripps said my f ormula 

meant same thing as his original amendment which 

was qui tE untrue nnd d enied h i s earli er pr ess remarks 

that Nationalist Government a ny more rea l s elf 

government now . 

ll'n! 

JOHNSON 

~mBD 
8t.t.e l)t..,. I ~~·e.r, l· ll·1'1 

FEB 4 l972 
117 J l ~~o~oooa... o. .. '--

--

I 
• 



ELP 
This t ElEgr am must b E 
c los Ely paraphras:d bE­
forE bEing conununicatEd 
to anyonE . (SC ) 

S EcrEtary of Stat E, 

r:ashington . 

RUSH 

NEw DElhi 

DatEd April ll , 19~2 . 

I 
REo d 3 : 47 a . m. 

1 70 , Apr il ll , 9 a . m., ( s :::CTION Tl'iO) 

Cripps is sincEr E, knol"ls thi s mattEr should bE 

solvEd, HE end llthru. could s olvE it in .fiv E minutEs 

if Cr ipps had any fr EEdom or author~ty . To my 

runaz Er.lEnt whtn satisfactory solution s EEm Ed c crtain , 

with unimportant cpnc Ession , Cr ipps with Emba.rras s -

mtnt told mE that hE could not chanGe or igi nal draft 

dEclaration without Churchill's approval and that 

Churchill has cablEd him that hE l'lill GiVE no approval 

unl Ess WavEll and VicEroy s CIJ£U'at Ely sEnd thEir own 

cod£ cablEs unqualifiEdly Endorsing any chana£ Cripps 

wants . 

J OHESON 



fD 
This tele gram must bt 
closely parnphrnsrd be ­
fore being communicated 
to c nyonr . (SC) 

Secretar y of Stctr, 

\lashing ton . 

MOST IMHEDIATE . 

RUSH . 

New Dtlhi 

Doted April 11, 1942 

Rtc 1 d 6 : 28 n .n . 

170 , April 11, 9 a . c . (SECTION THREE) 

I never lost. c onfidencE until then . London 

wrnttd a Congress r Efusal . Vfuy? Cr ipps ' ori ginal 

offer contained little more thrn thE unkept proni st 

of t hE Fir st Vlor ld Y/cr . Dot s Engl nnd prEfer t o lost 

India to enemy reta ining clcim of title ct pence 

tr.blt r c.thtr thrn lose it by giving freedom now? 

I have my own opinion c. bout it , 

The Indic•n Oce cn is controlled by tntny; British 

shipping from Incin hrs been suspended ; according to 

plr.n de trrmintd mcr,y dcys r.go, British nr c rr tirinG from 

Burmc. going north while fiQhtinn Chinese go south; 

\.c.vtll is v1orn out r nd d efected; the hour hc.s arrived 

when we should consider r r eplotting of our policy in 

this sec tion of thE world . Association with British 

here is bound to adver sely e ffe ct morcle of our own 

officers . Only thE be st should bt s ent nnd those who 

hrve f elled 

' 



( 
- 2- #170 , April 11 , 9 r . r.1 . (SECTIO; ThREE) fron Nrw DElhi 

h r.vE f ailed rlsrwhrrr should not (rrprr.t not) be 

dur.1prd hrr£ rs nrny hrvr been in recent prst . In 

so dumping hrrr nen likE Grnrrcl Adler (whose fr.ilurr 

in Ecypt I know P£ rsonr.lly) we follow the policy 

which bro~ht Wcvrll herr rnd ~hich hcs been utterly 

denorrlhing to rll British who r tr.lly wnnt to 

rr sis t enemy . 

JOHNSON 

E l.!B 



AS 
This tc l q:rn:n must bE 
c losel y paraphrased b;­
fo:..•c brine com: .um.catcd 
t o anyon e . ( SC) 

SEcrEta~y of State , 

\iashine;ton, 

liO ST r.:i IEDI!SE 

RUSH 

N EYI Ddh! 

Dated April 11 , 1912 

ncc ' d 7 :10 a .:: . 

170 , t.pril 11; 9 a . m. (SZCTIO;i FO.R ) 

::ci"ll'u has i.lc:n mn(Snificcnt in his c ooperation 

with n: . ThE I'l•cs idEnt would like ilim and on uost 

thiJl[.iS thEy aerre . I hovE ius pct•sonal pror.1isc to 

,n•oc::d tq Calcutta im: !eCI.iatEl y in Effort to alJ.e.y 

fHn' , sEt t lE C:Ei1Erol motoi•s and stEel s tril~Es , and 

l:ecp induotry o;>eratinc th£:'£ . I shal l :1av£ I1is com-

plEtZ h;l;:J; hE i s o :r : OPE hErq I trust hi.":l , 

or thE 1 , :>so, ooo kil owe. t·t s of it~stallEd El£c t1•ic 

:;m:_·n~or cnpo.city iu all Indin , 1 , 1 00, 000 Irilowot ';s 

is locat~d cast of the l~!'IE i3or.!"c.y- CawnporE , In thE 

a r e a west of this l LiE , t:lE only a:;.•za in nhich aadi-

tionc.l 1.1dus trial ca;_;:-ci ty :.t::ty be: loco tee. 111 th rca oon-

ablE sc..i'cty, Elcctl'ic P0\!~1' supply is lir.1itEd to 250, 000 

landing o:..• bo1.1!>:i.nc in prE sent industr .ial arc a Hill •·1con 

the end of India • s abll i t;? to r.id hn•sclf mnt:;•ially 

inclustrichnsc , 

JO!:)ISON, 
PiESIDSTT 1 S REPlE~ -i'TATIVS 

..J 



If: iN 
This tElEgram must bE 
closEly par aphrasEd bE­
fore bEing commumca tEd 
to anyonE . (SC) 

Stcrctary of StatE , 

tl cw DElhi 

Dated April 11 , 1942 

Rtc'd. 7 :02 o ,u , 

170, April 11, 9 a . m. , (SECTION FIVE) . 

Ar.~rica 's Effort thereforE must bE tonnrd dlrtct aid . 

ThErE is little opportun~ty for India to a1d hErself-­

particularly s1ncc Cr1pps , through no fault of his 

OWl1 1 has failEd . 

Ha l ifax 's spEEch added thE fin1 sh ing t ouch to 

the se.bc. t P.;.:Inp of Cripps , It is bEliEvEd h err it was 

so intEndld a.1d timed ond I nm told pleas ed ',iavcll 

and the lfic Eroy greatly, (EiiD OF ,!ESSA<.'E) 

JOffilSON 

RDS 



Pebruar,r 25, 1942. 

11.40 P. M. 

Aa 70\l II&¥ peea, I aa IOMwb&t conoemed onr \be 

dtuaUOD 1D 1Dd1&, upeo1al 17 1D n.n or the poaa1b1ll\.7 

or the Deeen1_,. ot a alow reun t thro\&lb au- lD\o 

India 1teelt. Pl'olll all I can cat!Mr the Bzo1t11h der .... 

will not ba"e autr1o1eot17 eothulluUo eupport hoa the 

people or IDd1a th ... elna. 

ID the ll"Mtelt aont1deooe c0\&14 7a. or Ban1Ma or 

both let .. ban a elan\ on wbat the Pl'1• ll1n11tel' thlaU 

a'bout Dew rel&Umehtpe bet.•• BzoUalD aDd IDd1at I 

beelta te to aeod h1a a dlrect usaace beoauae, 1D a a\1'1o\ 

eenae, 1t 11 Dot our INaiAua. It 11, bowenr, or creat 

1Dtereet to ua ti"'OI tbe po1.Dt or "1" or the ooadllot or 

the war. 

J 



I 
I 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ro;; Till:. PR.el>I DdlT 



.ftf! C lltf' I • 
CABU. F a.! JUDAI(E CHli<Nl 

KAI-SiillC TO LAUCI!LI.N CURR.ll: 

l.le.y Jl , 1942 

RECl:_NT llELIMlLE I NFOJ\l.tATION Fl\014 I NDIA St«l .. S INTERNAL SI TUATION 
I.ORSUIIIIG. IIAHATVA GANDHI LAUllChlJIG AROUND WIJJDLE JUNE NON-VIOLl<_NT 
llON-COOPEHATION I.IOVEliEIIT AIIIII(l AT CO'.JPLETi: BREAi<OO' N ALL CO!tlUNICA­
TIONS RAU.\'IAYS PUBLIC UTD.I TIES TO OUST BRITISH RULE. I.IOVDa.NT \, ILL 
BE ~TROlliU! THAN ALL PRJ;.VI OUS O!IES AIW MORE THAll CIVD. DI SOBEDI EJICE. 
I F I NDI A GOV RNI.!l/1'1' PUT GANDHI UNDER Af'Ju ~T THIS /ILL AROUSE Allltlt 
OF \ ~!OLE COUNTRY. HE; \,ILL UOT HESITATE TO GO INTO FAST UN'l\) DEATH 
CAIIPAIGN TO ATTAIN OBJlCTIVE. I.Jo' HE; DI FS ·, OOU. lllDIA I'.IUCH ttORSHI.PS 
lffil AS GOD ~.'ILL PrlO&ABLY RISE IN REVOLT. AT HIS WOfJ> ALL VILLAGES 

ESPr CIALLY CENTRAL I NDI A \'.'ILL LIE I N FOSI 'UON FRUSTRATE UISTI !+:l \',AR 
PLAKS ACTIVI':L.~ AliJ THUS AFF CT <;;;tTIRI. CAUSE UNIT;.J> NATIONS IN THIS 

PART ASIA. 

Rr CENT LET'l'rl~~ F'"riO/J NEHRU SHO\o THAT DBSI'IT}; ALL liL CAN 00 
I tm::RNI.L PJ:VOLUTION ~;I:r.G AS AllTI-BRITI:.H Fil:LlllG G .. I NINO ILOYE:<TUll. 
HE 'l'HI!lKS O;jLY WAY GAIN IIIDIAN PUBLIC ;:UPFO!iT Of ,A.'? I S DECLARAtiON 
BY UNITED NATIONS OF I NDIA I NDEPENDUICE AND Sl:.LF- Dh"l'F..mru!ATI ON. 

HE \.RITES "fila I .., PAST IIO"f, t.Hi:Jj :;o!.!E CUVJ:.o' FORWLA ACC:Y.A...U: TO 
llRITI~H AND lllDIA CIJI BE DEVISI:D. POPULAR AS I J:J. I.'ITH 1!Y PEOPLE 
THERE I S SO ~!UC H ANTI -BRITI SH F.LELI NG NOW THA'r I CANNOT POSSIBLY UET 
.IJIYTHING 001'1> \.HICii IGNJJ-E.S I NDIA ' S I NDEPE!lll!o!ICE ~-DI:TUllliNATIOII . 

REGRADED l.,~;CLASSLF'IED 
FEB I 1972 



I 
- ?-

"BIUTISH HAVJ:. tiAill:. LOT OF JIMIAH ANIJ HIS SlPARATI S'T TENDc NCI ES . IF 

THIS ATTITUDE CONTINULS SOLU: ION DCPO~Sib!.E. AT SAUE Tl'.!l NO ONE \'/ANTS 

BRITI !.r GOV~RNili:.HT THROW Jlt,NAH COIU>Ll.TI:.LY OVt.ROOAfJ), U.'T THl.ll SAY 

'fi!EY IU.COG!II:r:£ I!IDIAJI IN!JEP£1lD.dlCE SJ:I.!'- DEl.!!:!llf:ATIOi· AHD L::.AVJ:. IT ;o 

US SETTLE YiiTH l:.AC!i O'l'Hi:ll \."ITH:lUT Itl':' l'.f,J!JICJ:. Jr.".D'.J Tlfr/.1, REAL PF.OiJUl( 

IS H);, TO w.Kb OUR Pl..OPLE ENTHUSIASTIC FOk CAUSE. NO VAGut PnO.I!ISES 

ASSUJWICE POLITICAL OR DIPLOJ.!ATIC PHRASIOLOOY I S GOOD ENOOOH BUT SO).!E­

THitiG THAT !iriUKES AT ROOT OF PhOBLDI." 

P!UVATE ILESS:...;E. F!oo:l llEHRlJ OAT IJ llAY 2h co:.fiRMS Tlt'T loiAHATJ.lA 

GAilDIII L .CE!.ASI N.iLY BI':"TER AI.D DDla!L):, BIUTI:,Ii t.'I n-::RAr,AL n.uu INJ IA. 

CO.~RE.SS ATTITUOE TO\'IARO GAIII:III UNCltlTAIN 001' IIAHA'NA OAN:JHI IID!Sn.F 

CAN PO'!tl:RFULLY INFLUi f>:CE IIASS OPINI ON AND ANY STFP HE TAlUS \':ILL HAVE 

PAR ~.!:ACIIIN;J CONS~UENCES. l.IAHA'NA GANDHI ' S ACTION UAY ADV HSU.Y 

AFF' CT IflTil.NAL Af<D I.AR SI 7UATiotl BUT llAHA'NA QAI;JJHI SED4S RESOLVUJ. 

IIEH!UJ SEEIItJ llAHA'I'UA GANDHI TO CLARn'Y Sl'rUA'iiO:'I. 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 
FEB 4 1972 
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