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HSW 
This tElEgram oust bE 
closEly paraphrasEd 
b EforE bEing communi­
catcd to an;vont . (SC). 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

i"lash1 ngton . 

127 1 FEbruary 2 7 1 11 a . m. 

Ror:E 

DatEd FEbruary 27 , 19~0 

Rtc 1d9 :2la . m. 

RE QoPDED 
VN c L. t .t-, ~· . - -· 

STRICTLY ....... FOR T HE PRESIDENT AND TRE 

SECRETARY FROM I'IELU:S , 

I was rEc EivEd yEstErday morning by thE Minister 

for F orEign Affairs with grEat cordiali ty and had a 

conv Era a tion with him for o. bout on c hour and a half . 

Mussolini rEc Eiv Ed mE i n a vEry fr iEndly mannEr ytstEr­

day aftErnoon i n thE company of thE Mi nistEr for For Ei gn 

Affairs and I talkEd with h im for about a n hour . ThE 

Ambassador was prESEnt at both convErsations . 

I Emphasiz ed in both convErsations that any viEws 

or suggEstions that WErE communi catEd to mE would bE 

rEgardEd as stri ctly confi dEnti al and wErE solEly for 

thE informati on of thE PrEsid Ent and thE SEcrEtary of 

StatE . I furthEr EmphasiZEd that thE mission EntrustEd 

to mE by thE PrEsidEnt wae soltly for thE purposE of 

rEporting to him about thE prEsEnt si tuation i n EuropE 

in 



.. 
hsm -2- No. 127 1 February 27 1 11 a. m. 1 from Rome (Sec t i on 1) 

in order that hE mi ght de t ErminE whethE r th£r£ Exi sted 

any possibility for a ptrmanmt and lasting pract and 

I mad£ it clEar that thE GovErnmEnt of thE United States 

was not i ntErestEd in a prEcarious or tEmporary pEace . 

I f\U'thEr EmphasizEd that I was authori zEd to offer no 

proposals . 

(END SECTION OtlE OF SEVEN) . 

PHILLIPS 

CSB 
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JR 
Thi~ t~l~aram muot b~ 
Cl0:3El y pO.l' ~phr '\SEd bE ­
forE bEine communicut Ed 
to 'lnyonE . (SC) 

Srcrrt~ry of Stutr , 

W:-.:;hinr; ton . 

RomE 

D~trd F~brunry 27, 1940 

REc'd 9 : 45 c .m. 

127 , Frbrunry 27 , 11 n . i,l . (SECTJ: ON TliO) 

In my tl'lo convErsati ons I touchEd first upon thE 

fact that Italy and thr Unitrd Statts •:trrE today the 

two ~ost powerfUl nEutrals and that it SEEmEd desirablE 

that cordial and friEndly rElations should Exist bEtWEEn 

thrm in th~ EVEnt that at somE tiniE in thr futurr thE 

moral influrncE of thE countrir.s could br EXErted 

towards thE EstablishmEnt of that l<ind of a pracr 

foundation which would trn~ to insurr thE maintrnancr 

of stablE and peaceful intErnational rElations . I rxprEss rd 

thE hop~ in this conn~ction that it might bE found possi blE 

to find a mHtins as to poli ciEs and pri ncip l ES which might 

result in thr drvrlopmrnt of Gl' F.atrr commErcial intEr­

changE b~twEEn both countriES on mutually bEnEficial 

basts , I found thE atmosphErE in this r egard on thE part 

of thE ChiEf of the Govrrnmrnt and the MinistEr for Forrign 

Affai r s cordial and undErstanding wnd they both rxpr~ss~d 

grrat satisfaction by rEason of thE pErsonal int~rrst of thE 

PrEsidrnt in .\mrrican participation in thE 1942 exposition . 

KLP ?HILUPS 
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HSM 
Thi s tElEgram D!UB t bE 
c l os ely paraphrased 
bEforE bEi ng communi­
ca t Ed t o myonE . (SC ) 

Srcrrtary of Statr , 

Washi ng ton . 

RomE 

Datrd FEbruary 27 , 1940 

Rrc ' d 11:30 a , m, 

127 , FEbruary 27, ll a . m, (SECTION THREE ) , 

In my convErsation wi th Mussolini I spoke at somE 

length of thE purposEs of thE GovErnmEnt of thE UnitEd 

Statts i o BH!.teESting an Exchans;r of v iEws bttwEtn the 

n Eutral powErs wi th a viEw to ascertaining whEthEr an 

agrEEmEnt oight bE f ound upon dESirabl E p r 1nciplu of 

i n tErnational Economic rElationshi p and for the reducti on 

and limitation of a r =rnts . I rEmindEd Mussolini of 

tht addrEss which hE had madE to tht ChacbEr of DEputiEs 

on May 26 , 1934, in which ht had etrcsst d tht fact that 

no country can bt SEl f-containEd and that barr1 trs to 

t radt,control of ExchangEs and othEr artificial barri ers 

mus t bt abolished i n the interest of sane inttrno.tional 

Economic r t lations . 

I said that i n rEsponsE to thE rEquEst of thE Itali an 

GovErnmEnt far o.n indication of thE viEWS of thE Uni tEd 

Statt s rrgnrding this subject I was glad to hand h i m o. 

briEf 
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h sm - 2- No. 12'7 , FEbruary 2'7, ll a . m. (Stati on 3) from Rom£ 

brit t mcmor~ndum which stt forth thE vi Ews of thE UnitEd 

St a tEs in toot rEgard and I g~v£ him a copy of t hE 

documm t covEring 1n tErnati onal Economi c rElat i ons 

approvEd by th£ SEcrEtary of Stat£ shortly bEforE my 

dEparture from 1'/ashi ngton , omitting thE first sentEnce 

of numbErEd paragraph two . 

PHILLIPS 

HPD 
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JR 
Thi s trlrgr am must bE 
clos Ely paraphrasEd be­
forE being communicated 
to anyone . (SC) 

Storttary of State, 

Was hington. 

Romr •. •. 
DatEd FEbruary 27 1 1940 

Rtc 1d 11:40 a . m. 

127 1 FEbruary 27 1 11 a .m. (SECTION FOUR) 

I said that hE would find that t iE views so a Et 

forth coinci dE vrry completely with thE vi ews which h E 

himsElf had expounded in his spEEch of 19:34 . •lussol1ni 

read thE papEr very attEnti vely and stated that he was 

complete ly in concord with thE Exposit ion containEd 

t h ErE in , HE said that ht wished to remind mt that Italy 

had bEEn th£ last country to adopt a system of autarchy 

and that Italy had only don£ so after the Ottawa agrEement 

had bEEn enactEd, after Franc£ had set up many Econom 1o 

barriErs par t i cularly t he French quota system, and hE di d 

not (rEpEat not) omit a rEfErenc e to thE high tar i ff 

policits pursuEd by the UnitEd Statts prior to the RoosEvElt 

Administration . He said that a poor countr y l i ke Italy 

had bEEn forc ed in aElf- dtftnst to adopt an aut archi c 

system; that ht had always btl i t vtd and continuEd to 

bEliEVE that thE ViEWS SEt fortb i n his Sp EECh Of 1934 

representEd tht only interna tional economic system whi c h 

could providE for a healthy international relati onship. 

Ht 



- 2- /1127, FEbruary 27 , 11 a ; m; (SECTION POOR) from Rome . 

He stated, howEvEr , that whilE thE Govcrnmmt of Italy 

sharEd thE viEws of thE GovernmEnt of the UnitEd StatEs 

with regard to Economic policy h£ d id not consi dEr it 

practical or possi ble to make a ny concerted Effort to 

turn to such a systEm un t il a just political pEacE had 

bEEn found for Europe . 

PHIUIPS 

KLP 



, 

JT 
This t £1£gram ~ust bE 
closely paraphrased bE­
forE bEing communicated 
to anyonE. (SC) 

SEcrEtary of State, 

Washington . 

ROME 

Dated February 271 1940 

REo 1 d 2141 p I IIU 

1271 FEbruary 27 1 11 a.. m. (SECTION FIVE) 

HE said furthEr that if and when a jus t political 

pEacE was arrivEd at, no sound economic sys t em could bE 

agrEEd upon unless therE was simultan eously found a means of 

obtai n i ng an interna tional agreEmEnt upon the limitation of 

armamEnts . I naturally stated at thi s junctur e that my 

GovErnmEnt Emphatically concurrEd in thi s bEliEf. 

I gathered thE i mpression that Mussolini bEliEVEd 

tha t thE i nitiativE takEn by thE UnitEd StatEs i n suggEsting 

an exchangE of views bEtween thE n eutral statEs with regard 

to Economi c policies and with regard to limitation of 

a rmament impliEd some form of nEutral coalition, and t here-

forE EmphasizEd th£ fact that the· sole purposE of the UnitEd 

StatEs in this regard was to try and find an agrEEment upon 

principlE so that thE nEutral powErs , whEn thE t i mE arrivEd 

for thE rEEstablishmEnt of peace , might work togEthEr towards 

the effEctivE accomplishmEnt of a practical plan for thE 

limitation 
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- 2- #127, Feb. 27 , 11 a . m. , (SEC FIVE) from Rome 

limi tati on of armaments coi ncident with thE creati on of a 

sound internati onal economic system. !dussol1ni concurred 

hearti ly i n thE opinion I expressed to h im i n that connection 

that unless such bases becamE operativE there could be no 

satisfactory i mprovement in national standards of 11 v1ng 

and no hop£ of obtain ing that increase of purchas ing power 

in each country which made for prospErity and stability. 

PHILLI PS 

l4PL 



• • 

• 

JT 
This telegram must be 
clos ely paraphrased be• 
fort bdng communi cated 
to an yon t , (SC) 

Secretary of StatE , 

Washi ngton. 

ROME 

Dated February 27, 1940 

Rtc 1d 2 : 45 p , m, 

127, February 27, 11 a . m. (SECTION SIX) 

With rEgard to thE detailEd and confidential vi ews 

whi ch wert Expressed to mE by Mussoli n i and by Ci ano as to 

whether therE was any possibility at this timE for thE es­

tablishmEnt of a constructivE and permanent pEace , I believe 

it wiser for me not t o telegraph the mor e secr et of the views 

express ed, Mussolini stated emphati cal ly that hE beli eved 

that such a possi bili ty Existed, He statEd Equally emphati­

cally that i f a "real war" as he phrasEd it brokE out such 

a possibili ty would vanish at least for some tim£ to come , 

He sta ted with the utmost con viction that i n his beli ef 

no people now at war desi r Ed war and that in that sensE 

there existed a very grn t differencE between the s i t uation 

i n 1914 and the prcsant hos t ilities , 

Mussolini attri buted great significance to thE speech 

made by Hitler in Munich two days ago , Upon my aski ng for 

his suggestions as to any conversations which I might hold 

i n Berlin hE told me that he believed that what I would there 

bE told would bE vEry similar to th e opi ni ons which he had 

expressed to me , 

NPL 
\ PHILLIPS 
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JT 
ROME Thi s tElEgram must bE 

closEly paraphrasEd bE­
for £ bEing communi catEd 
to an yon£ , (SC) 

DatEd FEbruary 27; 1940 

REc 1 d 3 :35 p , m, · 

SEcrEtary of Stat£ , 

\'lashi ng ton , 

127, FEbruary 27, ll a , m, (SECTION SEVEN). 

HE twicE rEitEratEd his bEliEf that it had b£En a grtat 

tragEdy t hat thE nati ons of thE worl d had no t bEEn willing in 

1934 to agrEE upon a practical systEm for thE limitati on of 

ar mamEnts a t a timE whEn GErmany had bEEn wi l l i ng to agrEE 

upon a rEasonablE plan for thE l imitation of armamEnt s and 

that t h E EXpEnditurEs in monEy and in SErvicEs sine£ t hat 

pEriod for thE construction of armamEnts and th£ fan t as t i c 

numbt r of i ndividuals i n a ll nati ons now t ngagEd solE l y i n 

th£ manufacturE of armamEnts madE th £ probltm of a futurE 

limitati on of armamEnts and a futur£ rt turn to Economic 

nat iona l sanity infini tEly morE diffi cul t . 

AtL. thE outsE t of my intErviEw with Mussolini I gavE him 

th£ Pr EsidEnt ' s autogr aph ltttEr vmich EVidEntly gr t atly 

gratifiEd him and which h E askEd m£ to say h £ would answEr 

ptrsonally, HE rEad aloud th£ concluding sEntmcE of thE 

Pr£sidEnt 1 s lttt£r in which th £ PrEsid Ent EXprEss Ed thE hop£ 

of SEEing him pErsonal ly soon and smilingly rEmar kEd t hat h£ 

hi ms Elf had hopEd for this pErsonal intErviEw for many 

yEars 
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.. - 2- #127. FEb. 27, 11 !l , ,, , (SEC s ::v EN ) from Rom£ 

yEars but that it sEEmed that thrrc wErt too many mi les of 

ocean bctwcm the Presi dent and himself t o p rrmit of the 

rEalizati on of his hope . 

(END SECTION SEVEN) 

PHILLIPS 

JRL :NPL 
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JT 
This tElEgram must bE 
closely paraphr~sEd bE­
forE bEing conm1unioat£d 
to anyonE , (SC) 

SEcrEtary of StatE , 

Washington , 

ROME 

DatEd ?Ebruary 27, 1940 

REc'd 3 :55p. m. 

127, FEbruary 2?, 11 a , m. (SECTION EIGHT) 

I said that of coursE thErE was always a half way point . 

HE thEn lookEd at mE vEry i ntErEstEdly and addEd with par-

ticular Emphasis "as wtll as ships to takE us thErE" , 

At thE conclusion of my intErviEw hE said that hE and 

thE Ministtr for ForEign Affairs would bE glad to rEcEivE 

mt again whEn I passEd through Italy on my rEturn to 

·:lashing ton sincE hE bEliEvEd that hE would rtcEi vE informa­

tion which might bt of valuE to thE PrEsidEnt aftEr my visits 

to Btrlin, Paris, and London , and which hE would b£ glad t o 

co~r.municatE to mE for thE i nformati on of tht Prtsidmt. 

I shall ltavt RomE at n1idnigh t tonight, procEEding 

through SwitzErland s o as to arr1 vt in BErlin on thE morning 

of March 1. 

(END OF MESSAGE) 

PHILLIPS 

NK:NPL 
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hsm 
Thi s tElEgram must bE 
c l osEly paraphrasEd 
bEf orE bE i ng communi­
catEd to anyonE. (D), 

SECrEtary of StatE , 

Washington , 

130, FEbruary 28 , 2 p , m, 

RomE 

DatEd FEbruary 28 , 1940 

Rtc 1 d 1:14 p , m, 

STPH'\11!¥ 9 911PiDfN'PTid. FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM 

MR. TAYLOR. 

"PrEsEnt ation cErEmonials concludEd yEs t Erday with 

hi ghESt a pir1 tual dignity and human undErstanding follow­

ing which I was accordEd an EntirEly privatE audi EnCE 

with His HolinEss lasting upwards of thrEE-quartErs of 

an hour , ThE pri nc i pal poi nts in thE ordEr of thEir 

discussion i n thE convErsation bri Efly statEd arE as 

follows : 

On E, That thE FrEnch and British rEquirE continuing 

sEcurity not possi bl E wi th thE prESEnt GErman rEgimE 

in whosE good faith thEy havE no cc:nfi dmcE , 

Two, Tha t thE GErman pEoplE arE in fact dissat i s­

fiEd but so controllEd by GEstapo and SS and political 

groups that bEing unarmEd, unorganizEd, and undEr con-

stant survEil lancE, arE fo r thE momEnt powErlEss, 

ThrEE , 



ham -2- No. 130, February 28, 2 p . m., from Root 

Thr tt . That th£ army officers in general i n Ge r many 

do not favor war but art not now p rEparEd to opposE thE 

poli t i cal htad of thE statE. If ordErEd to march would 

at thE moment obEy . 

Pour , That Germany has not sufficiEnt rEsourcEs 

t o carry on a long war but can do s o for a y Ea r o r mort . 

Fiv E, That His HolinESS is not in contact with 

Mussolini but his i n formation i s that Ciano is opposEd 

to war as ar t thE Italian pEoplE of all classEs and 

t hat Mussolini is wavtr1ng and undEcidEd . (My own 

opinion is that Mussol i n1 1 s attitudE is at least i n 

part that of a tradEr dependi ng on Events to land 

ulti matEl y on thE right sidE with thE grEatEst con­

cessions to and bEn tf i t s for his c ountr y . There i s 

no doubt that his dEmands will bt substant i a l i n any 

Even t . ) 

PHIW PS 

CSB 



HSM 
This ttlegram must bE 
closely paraphrased 
bEfore being communi ­
catEd to anyonE, (D) . 

SEcretary of State, 

Washington , 

131 , February 28 , 3 p . m, 

Conti nuing my 130, 

RoraE 

DatEd FEbruary 28 , 1940 

REc ' d 1 : 27 p . m, 

"Six . The British and French will dtmand rEcon­

s truction of Poland and Czechoslovakia on a probablE 

compromi sE bas i s and that a plebiscite in Austria pEr ­

mitting the public to dEterminE its futurE would not 

bE opposed by Great Britai n and France , 

SEven , That an open offer to act as medi ator by 

any great powEr at the present moment is in His Holiness' 

opinion untimEly , 

Eight , ClosEs t collaboration with thE President 

through mE and daily access to thE Holy Father whenEver 

dEsir Ed day or night was freely and voluntarily offEred 

to me . I shall rEmain in Rome until th£ end of March 

and havc arrangEd w1 th Undtr Secretary WElles to mEEt 

h i m on his retur n bEfore his depar ture f or Am eri ca , 

Whi lE i n the i nterim I shall communicate by cable any 

us E.ful 



hsm - 2- No , 131 , FEbrua ry 28 1 3 po. m •• from RomE 

usEful information rEcEiVEd I w111 undErtakE to havE 

prEparEd a complEtE confidEntial sum:nary wi th if poss i blE 

thE collaboration and concurrEncE of thE Pop£ for 

dElivEry to thE Prcsidrn t by WEllEs on his rEtarn , 

MEantimE I am also carrying out as thE PresidEnt ' s 

rEprESEntatiVE tht nECESSary formalitiES prESCribEd 

by Vatican protocol . 

T1t tn1ann has arr ivEd and is rEndEring satisfactory 

ass is tanc E . Lliss VitErbo is o.loo wi th mE. " 

PillLUPS 

CSB 



JT 
Thie tElEgram must bE 
closEly paraphrasEd bE­
fore being oommuni oated 
to anyonE . (SC) 

SEcre tary of State, 

\'lashing ton . 

132, FEbruary 20, 5 p .m. 

ROw.£ 

De.ttd F'Ebruary 28 , 1940 

Rcc 'd 3 : 52 p . m. 

VIEllEs' briEf v18i t to RomE has bEen txcctd.1ngly hElpful, 

As thE DepartmEnt is awarE thE Ch.1Ef of GovErnment has rc­

fuscd to rEcEive any AmEricans sinc E February 1938 and this 

was thE first opport unity thErefore sine£ that datE in which 

our viEws on various mattErs could bt prEs EntEd to h i m pEr­

sonally as a rEsponsiblE An1trican. I havE always bEEn in 

doubt whether my op i ni ons givEn from tim£ t6 timE to Ci ano 

havc rcachcd thE Oucc, nor in my frEquent contacts wi th thc 

FOr tign Minis tEr has thE lattEr EVEr a t t Em ptEd to EXplain th E 

vi Ews of his Chief on i ntErnational trEnds or Events . 

This total absEnc c of contact with thc Chicf of GovEcrn-

mEnt a s wEll as th E continucd uncErtai nty of his opini ons 

makE i t very di ffi cult to rcport with any dEgrcE of ctr t ainty 

thc Italian GovtrnmEnt •s position on ma ttErs of intErEst 

and concern to us . 

WEllEs ' visit and thE autograph lett er fron1 thE PrEsi dEnt 

havE affordEd a needEd occasioo to sound Mussolini on various 

matters . (END OF SECTION ONE) 

PHILLIPS 

EMB 
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JRL 
This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased bt­
fort bri ng communicated 
to anyonE . (SC) 

Secretary of State, 

Washington . 

ROAE 

Dated February 28, 1940 

Rtc 1 d 6 :50p.m. 

132, FEbruary 28, 5 p . m. (SECTION 'lViO) . 

But in addition to thE information which Wtll rs obtainEd 

his friEndly approach to tht subjects touched upon during 

both conversations SEtmtd to strikE a rcsvonsi vr chord 

which Hitler too has bttn lacking especially on tht part 

of Mussolini . 

It i s probable that Mussolini and Ciano will in­

terpret thE cordi al sEntimEnts ExprEsSEd as an indication 

of our desi rE to lrt "bygones be bygones" and for a 

closer collaboration hereafter betweEn thr two countries. 

I would welcomE such an interpretation and at the 

same timE I venturE to txprtss thE hopE that wr on our 

part will not ltt occasions pass whEn we could properly 

convert f riendly sentiments into mutual beneficial actions . 

Wh i lE it is clear that thE Italian Gov ernment hae gont 

out of i ts way to EXtEnd to Mr . 'ilcllrs all courtesies 

including elaborate floral decorations at tht stations 

in llaplts and Ront, private car from Naples to Rome and 

thtn to thr Swiss frontiEr and official automobiles 

during 



JRL - 2- 132, February 28, 5 p . m. (S£ctio~ TWo) from Rome . 

during his stay in RomE , the Italian press has been 

reserved in discuss i ng the visi t . Such articlEs as 

have appeor£d havE com£ from Italian correspondEnts 

in other European capitals. 

(END OF MESSAGE) 

PHILLIPS 

JRL 
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EDA 
This t ElE ::7'wn must b E 
clos Ely paraphrasEd 
bEforE bEinu co .. lllluni ­
cctEd to anyonE (D) 

SECrEtary of S tatE 

·.7a~;:~ine;ton 

144 , March 2 , 1 p .m. 

ROME 

Da. t Ed !:!arch 2 , 1940 

REC Ei VEd noon 

03Y .dlSSV.,O Nft 
03GVH03H 

~'lliHQT::,'I' eOIVIDE.HI."t!5 FOR T:!E PRESIDElNT Ff!Oi! HYRON 

T.".YLOR . 

11 Mnrch 1 . Pr EcEding my audiEnc E with thE Pop E on 

TuEsday I had on !.londay c long intErv i E\'." l'."i th thE Papal 

SEcrEtary of Stat E Cardinal NaclionE. I h a vE alrEady 

r Ep ort Ed upon my i ntErviEw with His HolinEss . Tltis 

morning , Friday, I ha.d sEparatE intErViEws with Honsignor 

Ta r d i ni and 15or..si~nor Montini first and !IEcond assi"Jtont 

SEcrEtar lES of S t at E for thE Vc.tic m: be th of whom appEar 

to b E VEry abl E and V!Ell- infcrmEd . ThE intErViEW with 

thE formEr ·:1os a lEngt hy onE 1 mving •":l E with thE fol lowing 

impr Essions : 

(OnE) Tdl t thE EuropEan situation i s EXtrEmEl y d Eli­

catE and d:mgErous and 3r o··1i J18 morE so EspEcially for 

this country. 

(Two ) Th.:: t it i s r EndErEd so by thE tmc Ertain cha r a c ­

t Er of t hE tvto hEads of statE thE onE hEr E Equally wi t h 

thE onE tc thE nor th. 

(Thr EE) 



ED:. - 2 - #144 , March 2 , l :? . : ! , from RomE 

(ThrEE) Trat thE OnE h ErE l'lhO 1'/t\S thE Ea r liest 

apootl• of prEpcr•dnEss and war h ::s lo.ttcrly bEEn asswning 

thE dual and difficult a~tirE of axis partner 3nd peacE­

SEEkEr . 

(Four) That h E has no l ovE for Englnnd and littlE 

for .Jurica , 

( F'i v E) Tho. t hE sEEks t hE grcc. tu lllor~' of influtnc mg 

t h E pEC.CE of EuropE by forcE or pErsU!lsion \'lith thE ut:nost 

advantagE to himsElf. 

(Si x) Tho.t contrary to our gmErc.l btli tf thE Ieins 

is WE.lk in comparison o.nd h:>.s lost :1uch of his control of 

thE nation' s :>.ffo.irs . 

(SEvm ) Tha t while tll• puJl1c a rE c.nti- wa.r c-.nd ::mti­

Gtrman thEy a rc no t in a yosi tion tc control thE c rcc.tEr 

intErnal dEcisions . 

P'liLLI:>S 

PEO 
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JR 
Thi :J trlE,!r::'jol mu Jt b E 
clo~rly p r~~!U'~~Ed br­
f'or£ OE in: col!ll' .. !Utic:. tEd 
to .·.nJOIIE , (D) 

.l·.~bington . 

1~5 , 1~ .... rcr 3 , 2 tl •-' • 

:> •. tEd.- rch :?. , l.~•.lO 

CE:>~:J.Jl r~:'.r O.i the: ~t:."£n::,ht Of t:u: C'E~.'Tol ... l"1 ~l"liey' C.nd thE 

poos ibility uf GErm:1ny 1 :1 or.:rmizin c nu:JJi •. in c. prOGl'E.JoivE 

w'J.y to for tify h Er n ·.n •::t ·.'.lmw:;c:: . J~,·. ultln::trly to 

( NinE) H~· .~ ~n£r.:tl il1prEc:J1on I'/L3 unr of dEprE~ slon 

prcb.-.blE Econot~ic c0ll •P:JE fo1lc;· i n::; £it!l tr ,., •.. r Ol' :. 

troublE so;·.£ unE1.1ploJ1 cznt . 

c:!ll upon 1.1£ on 'lrdnEsll.:y ~.nd Tln:rac:~ .• - I r£C£:!.Vtd th£ 

rEtUl' ll c .. ll o£ o::rJ.i •1~l 3£1 :ontE , vc."ll o:: ti1£ Collt.:.;t: of 

&c·,,~n A!.11.>~.;J.a . .:or t o thE Hc..ly 3r. r , .'~ iJ ~ d i, lonn t of t he 

old 



, 
- 2- ;7145 , M'lrch 2 , 2 !) oli o 1 frO·o\ !one . 

old prC- 1'1-'r achool with r1ho1.1 l h . .: ::.n ::.grEt (\blE convtr:J~tion . 

He ,.,~:> Coun:Jelcr under ..u:!b::t3:J~.to~ \'C.~ Kctltr llho wc.:l 

kil l Ed in the Boxtr ~tbtllion .:nd 1.hooc 1"1..11'1/ B.1rontso 

von Ketler itJ thE niECE of our mutu:.l friend , Lewin 

C::.os ~tuycrd , s~ . 

(Eltvtn) rotJorr?w norn1ne, 3.~turda.y , I "T.l to hc.vt 

:mo thcr pri v~ tE J.mli En~ t 1·. 1 t i1 llh lic.linc:;o durlng l'lh1ch 

Mra . T-.;,·lc.r i:J to be p~· comtcc! , 

(Tvtclvc) S::.tur<' :y I ::..1 tc • .kc c. courtt~y c:-.11 U;Jon 

thE French .'\r.tbc.oo~<lor to ~he l'cly Sec , llr . Chr.rl cs Rowt . 

ac ia rcprt:llnttd tc bE thE '\:;l cJt r:.f thE V::.tica.n 

<iiplcn::. to . I hop c tc o bt:-.in further i::tprc oaic n:J . 11 

PHILLIPS 

Eiffi 



)AMES 0 MOONEY 
t '1"13 JAOAOWAY 

NIW YOIU. 

Rome, linch 15th, 1940 

Wy dear l.lr .President • 

I nm enclosing herewith oopies 
or the t1Ye message• sent to you through 
the oourte~ of the Navy Department, 

Before mald.ng aey more contacts 
I shall await your turther wishes. 

Rupeottully yours , 

( Je:oea D.llooney 

The Bonorable Franklin D,.Roounlt 
President ot the United statea 

The llhite Hou .. 
l'la1hbgton D, C, 
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From: 
To 

Subject: 

l!hclosure: 

1. 
President. 

• 

/ . 
15 !.larch , 1940 . 

iiavel Attache , .herice.n U!lbassy, .me , Itely. 
Director of Navel In tell i gence. 

Forwarding reports from Ltr . James D. Moonay to the President 
of the United States. 

(A) f i ve reports and covering letter f rom Mr. James D. Mooney. 

The enclosures ere forwarded herew1 th for transmis sion to the 

'2~}t·( R.a ' J.. 
T.C, IaNKAID. 
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The Honorable Fran~lin D.RooeoYelt, 
Prea!dent o r the United st&tea, 

The White Houoe , 
Waahin£ton D, C. 

Wy dear Wr ,Prealdent, 

Rome , Naruh 11th, l n40 

I arrhod In &trope '9'\a R011e on February 11, and In accordance with the OODYeraatlooa I had had with you at t he White Houae 
durlog Dec .. ber and January I haYe abaorbed ~aelt in explorln~ tho war and peace dtuation In Europe particularly In r ela·tion to the points or Interest that you eaphaoiaed t o ao rroa your own point or dew during rq oonvoraationa with you, 

I made a atatsmont t o you juat before Chrlatmaa, !.mediately following rq return troa harlnft travelled extendnly through­out Europe and partioululy the belli~erent oountrleo En~and, Franea and Ge naany durin~ tha open!~ t our montho ot tho war , to tha etteot that, d"r1ng tho ooorea or oonto.oto I had b&d with all olaaeea or people trcm aristocuta to worlcl nl'fllen I had not round one ind 1Yidua1 trOOl braaa hat to taddr1Yor who conlide r ed the war a.eythlng but & oataatrophe tor Eu rope, A.ong the OO~OD poopla It wao oonoldered a pr ime pieoe o r 
1noon1ty and they were appalled at the thou&nt or oaorlr1o1ng thlftael n o t o ouioide on the Ilea torn front, FUrther, they were horrified at the p roepeot of otarvation, whioh h now oJ. ready under way i n Europe, and which will inoraaoe in intenaity oa 
the atruc~ e r;oea on. 

Thio a1tuat1on Ia atill true . llo emotional baokr;round for 
war exiato •on~ the people who have t o bear the brunt ot It, There 1o ouch a otron,; undercurrent or anta~onla ago1nat wer 
uoon~ the people& or &.rope juat .. there ia In the United 
states ..ons our own pec?le, that any pol ltioal leader who 
doeo not r.oognho thlo powerful undercurrent Ia lllcely in time to tlnd hlmeelt in tho poait1on ot a rla~·pole e1tter. Ae a .. tter or raot, any polltioal leader in any one or thoae oountriea w!lo 1a not now p lann1nl!: how t o brinl!: about a peaoe 
oonoiatent with the preotlge and honor or blo oountry ia a 
tla~pol• altter even now, ~ile tbio political laader ,•hich• oYer oountry he ia In, 11 makinl!: bol li~rant apeeohee, the 
orawd 1• ahowlnr, evidence not only or not l!ate ninl!: t o the 
rlar;-pole eitter but or actually W1llldn1J away r,.,. tho rt.~­
polo. 
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The dhillullolll1ent or world war ll\llllber one •till d011!natu 
the reelia&• or e•eryone i4 Eu r ope. The tiee ainoe that war 
! e ao abort that poi«nant ~emortee are atlll rreah rroa ~r!ere 
induced by the lou or million• or huabo.nds or aona, troa four 
yeara of atar•ation and eoon011io 10hery, o.nd t r om the lon~; yea n 
ot painful reoonatructlon that had to be auttered durin~ the 
poat-war period, Theao m•orlea naturally o.re powerful In ata­
lllatinr; every 11an 'a iraar;ino.tion In Europe f or the oonaoquenou 
ot the present war . 

It the wo.r r;eto u.ndar way with really ar;r;roesive milit a ry 
action on both e!dea the oon11q11enoea of the pend !nr; war will 
be tar ~oro diaaatroua than the othe r war tor two roaaona• 

Firat, the teohft!quee ot elaur;hter!nr; and ~aia!nr; 
r;reat aaaaea or people ha•e been .ult!plied durinr; 
the paat twenty yeara in horror and errectiYeneaa, 

Second, Europe ber;an the war or 1914 - 18 with aCIIIe 
econamlc rat on ita bon•• · lurope ber;ina th!a war 
with aceroely eoono.io ekin on ita bones. 

EUrope ia po•erty-atriken now, aa you know, Mr ,Prea!dont, from 
the ordinary ooooomio ind!oee . Tille poverty baa c011e under my 
own peraonal obaerT&tlon aooral or time• durinr; tboao past 
ye~ra, particularly in tho bell!~eront oountrieo, whore I ~ 
naoasaar!ly brou~ht taoe to raoe with the otandarda of li•!nr; 
aaonr; war;e earnera and ae lar!ed employee, 

En~and, France ADd Germa""' are broke at the beginninr; of the 
war. S.en 1t the war were to end r!r;ht now nary one or thea• 
three ocuntr!ea !a oonrr onted with bu~ aoo!al probleaa that 
arlae out ot bad e ccno•io oond1tione, ETery one of the11 oount­
riee will ocntront the aaae kind or aerioue eoo!al and eoono•io 
dirtioultlea thet confronted you when you took otr!oe oo Pree­
ident tor your r1rat t ena in 1933. 

The people or Burope are pathetioal ly eager to aee you, Mr, 
Prelident, toke ..,,.. kind ot a hand in the whole a!tuat!on, 
tor two reuone• Firat, tn.y ha•o a wana oont1denoe in you 
beoauoe or your humane qualit1eo and oompaao1on. Further , you 
ha•e ehowa oonotantly in your epeeoheo and publio attitudoo 
that how ever a oyetem or ~•ernment 1a oonatruoted or operated 
1n ~ country it ehould haTe ae ita inepiration tho treo1n~ 
or mon from the haunt!n,:: toorl or opproosion and atar.at!on. 
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The aecond pol.nt 1a a very practical point . The political 
leadera i n t ho bellir;e ront countries aro very oonocioua of the 
politic al, ooonomic and mil itary po.er or the United Stateo, 
Therefore they aro extremely eager t o avoid offending you or 
Azaerioan public opinion in any ""Y• They will reepect what 
you aay or any posit ion you ta~e beoauae you have a lot or 
oh ipo on the table , The other neutrals aro not powerful 
enou gh to be listene d to very attent i vely . 

I have had a ringaide eeat at this European ehow for tho past 
twenty- two yearo , be~inning with ~ experience aa a doughboy 
in tho Amerioan Expedit ionary Forcea in France and continui ng 
on through the ma~ political and economic orl aea of tho 
fo llowing yearo, The -~ole thing baa boon a tiaaco or bed 
politico and dumb-bel l ooana~ioe . The poker playi ng or the 
paet two y eara , particul arly between Genoany on one aide and 
England and Franoe an the other, that hill oul.JIIinated in hang­
ing another world -r around t he necka of the people in Europe 
providea an i r onia, futile and trar;io hat chapter . 

Certainly your taking a quiet band in the situation is in­
finitely juetified, Your courar:,e and taot and experie nced 
underat and i ng or European problema certainly could produce a 
better ro aul t than thia , 

After spending a few daya in Rome and diaauasing the situation 
here with people who brou ght mo r easonably up to date on the 
Italian, Freneh and Britieh viowpoi nte , I moan not only offioial 
viewpoints but the actual f oelinr;s or t he people i n thoao 
respective oountrioe, I proaoedod t o Germnny where I ho.ve spent 
t h e peat t hree and a half weeks , 

During my vieit to Genoa~ I reoheoked the observa tions I had 
made to you atta r lf!';f last eeveral month s ato,y there endl.nt; just 
before I l e tt for llew York in December, I bad aeveral 1nter­
eatint; diaouasione over the peaoe end -r problem with the gov­
e rmont oftioi&la Includ ing Chancello r Adolf Hitler, l'ieldme.r­
shal Goe ring, Foreir;n Minister von Ribbentr op e.a well ae aeTerel 
othe r of the leadint; offioiale of the Garmon ~o•ernment , 

I presented to theae gentlemen unofficially and informally 
certain or your attitudes or mind about the whole w&.r and pe••• 
prcbl• end in turn r•c>e i n d from t hem for your information 
certain or their unotfioial, informal attitudes of mind to be 
presented to you, Theae pereona l meaae.gea I am workin,.: up from 
my notea now and shal l cable them to you in eer i oe during the 
next ftiW day a, 



Meantime I wieh to intor.o you that ~onorally tho attitude of the 
German ~o•ernoont oa expressed part i cularly b,y tho ottioiola I 
haTe mentioned waa one of warm reeponee to your poreonal,infor.mal, 
unofficial int eroat In the whole problem, Tboy ao«D oa~or to work 
with you to r eaol.e tho present d1tt1oult1os i n t ho dlrootion or 
a more orderly political and eeonomlo world . They eeem oa~er aleo 
to do whatever oan be dono to improve the relations between our 
two countries, 

Tho outlino or rt11f d iacuoslon with Chancellor lilt lor, r o•ol vihg 
-.round the points that you had e~~~phaoioed during your diacu salona 
with me in Pec..,ber and January,will be ror-Karded in a day or oo 
just ao quickly ao I oan get it prepared and oodod , 

Youra reepoottully 

J~e• D, Mooney 
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The Honorable Franklin D,Roosovelt, 
President or the United St&tea, 

Tho White Houae, 
Waabinctoa, D.c. 

Wy dear Ur,Preatdont• 

~e. Yar ch l<th , 1940 

Tbia aeaaa~e will outline the diaoueaion with Cbanoollor Adolf 
Hitler in Borlta on Uaroh 4th, 1940, 

The arrancomonta tor tho diaouoaion with Chancel lor Hitle r hod 
been made bY Foroicn Uiniater von Ribbontrop with whom I had 
viaited on tobruary 29. 

Before pitohinc into tho outltne ot tho dloouooion with Chancel­
lor Bitler I ehould lika to preaont to you a few deta il• about 
ay reception by the Chancellor beoauoe thoae wil l rovide you 
wltb a bit or backcround aa to the boo l a on whloh presented 
myaelr to tho German Government and In turn the reaponao that 
wa.e made. 

Shortl;y after W11f arri val in Berlin I tent the tollowinr: lettor 
to tho Chancellor• 

"I need hardly 1nfono you , Ur,Cbanoollor, that the 
human and economic oonaoquonooo of tho proeent war 
are t erribly d1aturb1nc t o the people of the entire 
world. 

"Tho people in ra;r own country feel th&t tho war oan 
end only in dhutor for Europe and that tho war will 
uontuolly han Yory aor ioua oonoequenooa in Aaterica . 

"I know that the welfare ot tho people and their inne r 
foelinca have alwaya lain oloae to your heart , and I 
believe th!lt It would eern a uaet\tl purpoeo If I 
were ~Yon the opportunity t o diaouas thla probl• 
cenorally with you . 

"I moor also that you , Ur,Chonoe llor, belonc to tho 
~roup ot men in Europe end the United Statoa who be­
lieve thet tho proaent """ Ia a poor end dieaatroua 
way to diopoao of tho m~ international politioal 
and eoonomlo rahtalcoe th&t h&YO been mede ainoa 1914, 
end it is on thh o011m0n l!>rou'\<1 th&t I ahould 11ke 
t o dlaouae tho entire problea with you." 

1 



lly letter wu routed through the Foroipt Otttce and a few days 
later I wae received ~ tho Foreign Uinister, Mr ,von Ribbentrop, 
During this dia,.,ssion with the Foreign llinlster the urtoffloial , 
informal character ot my entire visit wos made clear to him, The 
arraagomenta later for the visit with the Choncello r wo re oatal>­
l iahod on thta ground , 

"hen I was received ~ tho Chancellor, the Guard of Honor wes 
turned out and generally I was treated moat oourtooualy, I need 
hardly toll you that thia was not because ot myself personally. 
Obviously the oourtesieo were intended as marks of r oopoot to you 
and to tho United States, or in ~ event to rno as an American 
eitiaon carrying word from you , 

The Chancellor waa w&Mll and friendly and tho disousaion durin,; our 
visit took place between himself and myself alone. There were 
present only two other persons, one a uniformed official , acting 
r eal ly aa his body guard, and another who took notes or tho oon­
veraaticn and occasionally interpreted tho more Involved En«lish 
into Gononn for the benefit ot tho Chancellor , 

I stortod out tho discussion by presenting to tho Chancellor 
your personal roopoots and greetings, t o whi"h he responded wannly , 

I then told tho Chancellor that tho Pr esident had felt that ~ 
keeping the discussion on an Informal bade, tho heads of tho 
governments could better understand oaoh other and what they r eal ­
ly wanted to got at , Tbo President wanted to be informed as to 
what the l eAders In the various countries in Eur ope really and 
actll.ally had in their minds . I n this way pr eliminaries oould be 
developed for t he formalit ies that must be arranged ks an intro­
duction to an orderly political and eoonomio world . 

I discussed the President's at titude towards Germany as he had 
disclosed it to me during tho peroonal discussions I had had with 
him on my recent visits with him in Washington . Tho President 
had said to me• "I wish that you would r o:nind tho Gomtlna that 
I went to sohool In Gonnany, and that I beon.'l\0 very fllllliliar with 
their country in my younger days, I have many Gorm an personal 
fri ends , In my buainsaa days I had numerous ol ients with interests 
in Germa~, and through them, end in other weya, I have kept in 
oloao touch with Germe~ over a period of m~ .Y'oars , " 

Tho Preaident hod diaoloaed to me that he was not Interested in 
saying to tho German people what they should do about their 
leaders or their Government, That was their own ottair. He felt 
that every people waa entitled t o have tho form or Government 
and the individual loaders ao they desire and choose t or them­
selve8 . 

2 
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r The Pr eeident felt that the United States, i n common with all 
other oountrie a had a Yital interest in t~ present war 1-nd 
that our country ran the risk ot suffe r ing se r iou s cc nseouoncea 
from tho wer . He was inter ested in s broad world sol ution of 
t he ma~ politiool and economic pr obl ems which confront the 
world t oday , and he ~•• convinced that i n t he solution tho Uni ted 
states must nocoesarily pl1-y an important part. He was i nter­
ested in a f air and equitable $0 l ut ion of the lmled l at o di fficul t­
ies between i ndividual countr l ee pr imarily beoausa these dif­
ficultiee bear on t he br oad wor ld ? roblam, 

In this connection he had so.id, "I am not int ereat,ed i n any scheme 
for world domination on the port of tho British or the Fronoh any 
more than I om on the port of the Go mens," 

Tho President hod sold t hat po rhop s we could ar;ree on a fril!lleworlc 
for an orderly polit ical and economic world t o whi ch the l eo.ders 
of the various European countr i es <ru ld subscribe in pr inoiple. It 
was tha President' a attitude t ho t t o re info r ce suel1 a frame-work 
t he United States co.,ld mllke a aubeto.ntial contr ibution of ita 
surplus commodities auch aa cotton , wheat, ]srd nnd copper , 11. 1 
well as gold. 

The Pr esident f elt tho. t oll count r i e s, and espee1o.lly Ge nnany , 
shou ld have broader and freer aecese to raw materials . As an 
example he mentioned copper as • mater ia l that could be mado 
available i n a broader way for Europe and t he eou'>tr i ea that part­
i cularly want copper , He would like t o do somet hing • bout this 
anti re pr oblem. 

The President was in favor of freeing t r ade r athe r t han in Free­
trade as a world policy, With regar d t o reducing the obstr uations 
to world caomerco , he said• "I do not believe that aomo of the 
ael1emes that sre bein& discus sed f or doing away with tariffs en­
tirely in Europe are practioabl e . Governments wil l continue to 
need t ariffs f or revenue purposes , I n the matter of oponin~ up 
a broader distribution of goods end r aw mnteri&ls , it would be 
bet ter to move i n thi s direction gr adually t hon to make a t reat 
many r odioal changes . There oust be a gr adual and orderly trnne­
ition between war-ti~e and peace-time eoono~ th rougpout t he world , " 

The President believes in promotinr- the acceptance of t ho most ­
favor ed- notion principle as o foundation for reconstructin& inter­
national tr~de. He reoognitea, however, that oertain practic~l 
political and economic considerations wi l l require intermedia te 
deviations from t his pri nciple. 

In connection wi th t he absorption of unemployed and armament work­
era the President said• "However , tariff barriers ~uat be reduced 
ond trade r elo.tions r or.>arbbly !Jnpr oved in Eur ope , because in any 
discussion o f. reoonetructing o.n or derly world it is necessa ry to 
provide aame means for furnishing emplo~ent for the people who 
are now being used tor &rM&ment pro,rema. Durin~ recent veara. 
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and pa.rtlouhrly durin,; tho last year or two, hlployur>t hu 
been uu d ror armgenta because induotry and tl'*de ha ... been 
eo badly hit by the ma~ rettrlot!ono on tho flow or Inter­national trade . • 

I pointed out to the Chanoollor that the Prot ldont had no do­
t&1lod reaey-mado peace formula or otattm~ent or peooo toTo~t 
which be intended to present at thio tlso to tho belli,erent 
powora. The Preaider>t had expreaaod no !ntereat , on the n.ri­
oua ocoadona when he dlaou toed the o1 tuat\on wi th ,.., In intor­
posln,.; htmaelf between t ho belli,.;eronta to ur,.;e thea t o peace. 
l!e 'Ifill not offerin,.; hi1010lt u a poa<>ei!Ullcer In tho pruont 
aituation, Further, he wtt not otrerin,.; himself u an arbi trator, 
ei thor now or In the future. 

However, If the belll~erente 'lfiohed to call upon the Preo ldont'e 
aervleea in the oapaolty or a moderator! he would be ... ry happy 
to sene ao ouoh. lie had ea!d to me• • would auoh prefer to 
respond to ouoh o requeat by servin,.; u a possible moderator in 
the situation , rather than be asked to terve as an arbitrator." 

I then explained to tho Chancellor that tho Proa i do nt had ohoson 
o typically Anlerioan o tr!oo to illuetrato the pod tlon and 
funet!ona Which he had in •lod . The d oo\~ation ~odorator" lo 
u sed In oonnectlon with t.n old- eatabl h hod Aaerican lnttltutlon, 
tho "fown- meetin&", t.nd oppet.ra al so In the organhatlon of t ho 
Presbyter!t.n and so""' other Protestan t churches. 

I presented at this point a wri tten definition of tho d!etinot1Ye 
roa turoo ot the poaition and funotione or a mode rator, which had 
been t r enelated Into Gorman for t he Chancellor. The Chancellor 
wu extremely lnton l8tod In thb definition t.od read It aoat 
<>aretully , 

The de f inition ot a moderato r which I pr&aented to the Chancellor 
read as tbllowa• • The moderato r I a ohoton bv the common ~~reement 
of t hose Whom he oerveo, The I!Odorator hu no apeo\al poooor or 
oupremacy OYer hie asaoclates , but io honored and hit word car­
r i es wel(l;ht aa prt.uo inte r peru - tlrot ..onr; eaualt. l'hoee 
whooo the .oderator aerv"' hne no jurlodlctlon onr the •odor&tor. 
It io the duty or the aodarator t o aee t hat tho buolneoa or the 
meetin~ or conference oYer which he pree ldoe 11 t r anoaotod in 
acco rdance wi t h a prev! ouoly defined and ao<>optod eet or pr in­
ciples. Tho moderator'• method or executing hia function l s not 
by rnak1n' final deeio1ons, •• t.n arbitrator, nor bv costln,.; a 
decio!To TOte ~~ the eTO nt or b&lt.not d ~pOsing Yiewo. Theoo 
powers are not inhe,..,nt in the mode ra tor • o rf'tne. Instead , it 
I a the function or tho aoderator to eotablloh the aar,nltude and 
character or the ar••• or di fference between oppoain,.; vi ewe,and 
to attempt by all ~eane at h!a dlspooal t o reduce and reconcile 
tuoh dl ftorenoee for the ~reatoat overall r,ood or tho KrOup • • 
a whole." 
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Thio concluded oy preaentatioo of tho Proa ident 'a informal, u•• 
official ottitudoo, 

In r eopooao tho Chancellor, firot or all , oxproasod aatlefaotion 
that Prooldont Rooaovelt bad oonaldorod it uaetul to exohan&o 
viewo io an unottioial , inlonool manner throu~ Yr,Koonoy, Tho 
Chancellor waa &lad to become acquai nted with Preaidont Roooovolt'a 
poroonol viewpoint and attitude towardo thoao i~ortant quootiona, 

Tho Cbanoollor liatenod to ~ proaontatlon ot tho Proaident'o por­
oonal fooUns,a and ott1tudo 11 exprouod in tho toro~~;o1n~~; outllno 
without interruption to make oammont relatin~ peculiarly to ~v 
one of tho polnta in itaolt, He oeel'tod to -prefer te wait ond then 
diecouroo on tho various pointe from hie own general etandpoint, 

Attor ~ preeontation of tho outline of the foro~oint pointe end 
after tho Chancellor had had tho opportunity to •~amine oritioally 
and attentively tho definition&, tranolatad i nto Gorman, ot tho 
Proo1dent ' 1 term "llodorator", he then roaponded ~:onorally ao fol­
lcnra below. 

H11 r-rltl wore taken down in ohorthand by tho attendant proaont 
who lotor ou-.rhed them and ouboittod tho """""ary to tho Chan­
cellor for approval , Thh approved ou ... ary, whioh ooincldod with 
~ rooollootion and notos of t ho moetin£, wao trRnalatod into 
En~~;li ah and I wao given tho opportunity to copy thio tranalation 
nrbatim, I aleo had tho opportunity of vorifyin~~; tho notoo which 
had boon made of~ own prooontatlon of tho Prosidont'o point of 
vin. 

The Chancellor bo~~;an hie ro:aarke by atatin& that ha had al~1 
boon or tho opinion that tho olrauaatanoe a under whloh Prea!dont 
Rooaavent took ottioe had confronted his with verv ~reat and 
ditfioult taoko, tho aolution of which tho President had under­
taken in o broad and oonatruotive aanner . 

The Cbanoellor tolt that rrom time to timo unfortunate I'Ul!IOro and 
piooeo of propo~~;anda had diaturbod badly tho relatione between 
our twn oountrioa , Tho Chancellor partlo\llarly deeply ror,rettad 
that a tolao rumor had boon olroulatod after a convor•&tion ho 
had had a few yoaro a~~;o with an Amor!oan or Garmon doaoent, Thio 
rumor he oitod oa typical of tho rumora, propagRnda, and lieo 
which oroate unfortunate miaundorttandln~•· Tho rumor woo oup­
pooed to havo bean baaed on tho converaat!on with tho Gorman­
Amorioan referred to above, The ruaor, it aaoma, waa to tho effect 
that on the occaolon ot Proo!dont Rooaovolt'a aocond election the 
Chancellor wu uid to h ... o axprouad the opinion thot he poroonal­
ly conaidared tho reelection of the Praoidont to have baen a aio­
tako, Tho rumor waa a lie on twn 'roundll firat, tho Chancellor 
had aa!d no ouch thin,, and aocond, tho Chancellor hal hie own 
important problema to aolve in Oorma~ which aboorb ao muoh ot 



his timo that ordinarily tho probloma of Ameri ca ore too far away 
frorn hie own mind for him to m.ake oommont on them. 

The Cho.noollor had boon furious whon he heard of t h is lie beonuee 
he hod never aaid that the roeleot1on of Pros ldont Roosovelt • •• 
a milto ke . On the contrary , he had alway a been of the opinion t hat 
nobody elae but Pree l dent Roosevelt would be able to complete the 
important tulco which the President had begun durinr; his f i ret term. 

Referring to tho war, tho Chancellor said t hat tho preeont war was 
a our!oue one , in that Germony has declared war on nobody, but that 
Snr;land and Franco had declared war on Germany. Ge rmany has no war 
a !me, other than to oppoeo the war a i ms of her own deotr'>•otion ao 
proclaimed by Snglond and Fro.oee . These countr ies, the Chancollor 
eaid, want to diamember Genna~. to interfere with her own inte rnal 
oysteiU of government and to make her aub.1eot to a Franco-Brit ish 
hegemony . 

Theee are the war aime, the Chancellor continued, whioh have been 
given wide publicity in tbe weatern countries, but En~land and 
Franco look the necessary power to realiae these war oims. They 
hove forgotten that there i e a tremendoue difference between 
1914- 16 and today , I n the last war, Germany had to fir;ht alon.e 
aga1net the whole wo r ld, At that time Japan, Rusaia and Italy 
were on tho othe r side, while today thoy are sympathetic with 
Germany. 

As far aa man- powsr ia eonoeroed. Geroany is today as atrong as 
England and France together . From a military point of view, Ge r­
maqy has war on only one front , while her rear 1a eecure and free. 
Germany is well prepared for the fight, and is fully determined 
not to rut unt il her eeourit;y 1e tully safeguarded, not only for 
tho preaont, but also for the futuro. Germany does not want to 
have t o take up a ma every twenty years. 

Tho Chancellor said that tho whole Gorman peopl e is i nsp ired by 
the same determination. It is tuttle f or her enemies to hope fo r 
dhaonaicna within the Oermlll nation. The German Reich of today 
has i ta r oots deep in tho national structure , whereas the German 
monarchy in the last war had no such roots in tho masse• of tho 
people , I n apito o f thi s l ack of a broad popular foundation, 
Germany fought against overwholminr; odda tor rour years . &o oan 
now look with all the mor e confidence to tho futuro , in view of 
the many ohangee which haTe occurred in tho eituatioQ, al l to 
her ad•ant&£e. 

Tho Chancellor then turned t o eo<>noroic queat ione. Ro aaid that 
Ger10any regarded it ae inadmi eei bl e that two oountr i ea l ike Eng­
land and Franco ehould endeavor to rule the whole world, by moane 
of their Empires , and to rese rve to their exoluoiYe use the 
whole of tho economio reaourcoo of the • orld . He said further 
that for Germnt~y' a eoonoroio eecurity, with reepeot t o the illport­
ation of noooaaary foodstuffs and raw mate r ial s , it 11 impe rative 
that she get out of the position where EnglAnd, by one meane or 
another, oan take etepe overy ton yea r • or eo , to throttle or im­
pede thie flow of essential roodaturfa and neceeeary mate r ial• 
and goode . 
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Rere r r1nr; in thla connection to the question or oolon!ea, the 
Chancello r sold that tho Gorman unloniea had boon stolen fr0111 
tham ~ tho En&)!sh and Fronoh In oontradlotion to assuranoos 
g1voa to Gomoey by President lVHaon. Thoae colonies were ot 
no vitol Importance to France and Entland, but thoy conatltute 
o vital noooaalty tor Geroaoy, For thoao reaaona the o~lonlea 
muat be ~turned to Germa.ny . 

~gordlng the ...-parathe denalty of population in Gem&11,Y and 
the United Stateo, t;. Chancellor aa!d that Germany mua t ne­
cesaarily produoe ton t1Doa •• much p&r square kilometer or 
grou nd u the United Stotea, bec•uoo thoro oro ten time a u 
many Inhabitants per squoro kllo~oto r In Germany aa In tho 
United stotos . 

Furthermore , Gorman;,r oannot buy her necessary importo in hor 
own ourr•noy. In order to reoetve her e•aenti&l impo rte, Oor­
maoy must export . For en.~ple , tor every pound ot coffee IM­
ported there muat be a correapondlng ~>antity ot gooda ex­
ported. 

A country whioh Ia forced to live under ouch conditione •ust 
necouorlly feel that the dlctatorohlp which oou:>trlea lllce 
England aDd Franoe exere1aa o•er the eeveo eees ts unendurable . 
Tho etfecta or ouch di ctat~rshlp have ooly recently boon 
given further expression through tho action token ~ Oroat Br it­
ain In stoppln& maritime tranaport of Gorman coal to Italy. 

With rog,ord to tho military aituotion, tho Chancellor ao.id that 
in the World War thoro wore 13c German dlvi•ions on tho Eaot 
Fro<1t ond 117 on the West Front , whllo at present thoro are 
2oo dlvialono on tho Weat Front alone. Speaking as a ooldior 
in the groat wor, he said that he had loomed how to oTaluate 
his opponent., and he knows they are not auporlor to the 
Genaana . 

Germ.any haa no war ains . Only a~gr~aeors hav& war a1rn.a, and 1n 
the proaent wor tho &£~••sora ore thooo who declared war, 
namely Eng,land and Franco, Should It be aald that GonDl~ had 
at taolcod PolMd, one must remember that oction waa to.lcon ~ 
Germany agolnat Poland in order to put on eod to Poliah t er­
roriam against the Gorman mlnoritioa In that country, Thoro 
would never have boon a Gol'lll&n-Pol!ah ,...r If &n&)and hod not 
interfered in tho Polish affair, which was none of En~aod 1 1 
buaineaa. 

The Chancellor aald that the pruont war can ooly be brou~t 
to an end It En«)aod and Fro.nco will abendon their war a imo. 
He would ba very g,lad to leave it to Proaldont Rooaevolt him­
self to tlnd out whether they were re•dy to do ao . Gorrn•nf 
will not make poaco uoloaa and until sho rooelvea adequate 
aoauranceo or oocurity tor the fUturo, because in the paat 
throe hundr ed yoara Franco has too often declared war on 
Gemany . 
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It En~land and france, but particularly En~land , tully reall aed tod'l)' that they could not hope for uollhMe rro= other oountrlet, •• for lntt anoe the United Statu, they would make peace t onorrow. Ensland oontldera t ho war a kind or aport in which the othert must do the fight1n~;. She h11d first a ol<od the Ru151&n 1 to help her , and wu now buty trying to r;e t uslatance fr011 llo.-...y &nd Sweden. 

I n concluding and '"""""ldnr; hh attitude on thil present problem of ·•ar or poaoe the Chanodl or u preosed his bel \ of tlat he would be able to reMh an agre..,ent with President Rooaevel t In ten Dinuteo on the fo llowing baa le • Firat, Go~a~ Ia ready to ro­l peot England ao a great world power . I~ lil<e m~nner she 1o ready t o reopoot Franoo &s a s reat world power , But Germvw det~anda in return that tho alto be respected aa a world power . Second, It theoo world power• respect one another , they can Make peace . Third, once pooce h ettlblithed, armuenta clln be re-rkably reduced and the labor thua reler.eod can be e:aployod f or more produoti "" pur­poses. Further, by meano of a better or~ani alltlon of international trade In harmony with the suggestions made by President Roosovelt tb.is labor o&ll he rea.dUy absorbed by the resulting l"prove..,nt ln o•e r all econODio oondttlons . 

llea~~time , un fortunately t or the lnteresta or peace, England re­fuses to admit that Germ&~ her self is aloo a reality ao a world power. 

Tbia oonoludeo the outline ot the diacu aalon with Chancellor Bi tler. 

You ro respectfully, 

Jl\.,es D. !.loonoy 
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The Honor abl e Frankl i n P, Roosevelt , 
President of tho United Statoe, 

Tho Whi to Bouse , 
Washington P, C, 

My dear Mr,Presidsnt• 

Rome , ~arch 13th 1040 

On March 7th I visited >nth Fie l dmar shal Goering at hh home neo r 
Berlin and am preparing to tranm.it to you as qu ickly as possible 
a general report of the conversation with the Fiel dmarshal, 

However, durin~ the conversation the Finnish pr cblea came under 
dieoueoion and it has ooourrod to me the.t you might rind this pert 
ot the discussion par ticularly intereotint • Acco rdingly , J o.m 
sending you this message immediately , 

After preaenting to the Fieldmo.rehal informo.lly and unoffici ally 
your attitudesof mind in t he .ame manner as I pr esentee them to 
Chancellor Hi tler, and after rece iving his general reaponaea to 
your pointe, I went into a diaoussion with the Fie l dmar shal of 
American publ ic opinion i n relati on to ce rto.in of t he ourrent 
political rec tors in Europe . 

I pointed out to the Fioldmarshal that American public opinion held 
t hat it lay well >rl t hin Gennany' s grup to provide an early solut ­
i on to the situation which existed between Russ i a and Finl and . 
Germany's position in the matte r, beyond doubt , entitled he r to 
certai n powers of mediation. 

Sentiment in the United Stat es with regard to Russia had been de­
veloping unf avor abl y for the put year or more and had rece ived a 
still further setback through the attack on Fi nland . Further west­
ward movement of Rusaian influence in Europe wa• regarded i n Amor­
ic& ee undes i rAbl e . 

No featur e or the present wer had attained greater promi nence in 
the Amerioan m.ind, which trod! tione.lly favored tho under-dog, than 
tho br ave atruggle whioh Finland had been mo king againat heavy odda 
tor he r r ight to ex!at . 
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This tooling had been so marked that i t wea difficult to conceive 
of &Qy possible move wbioh would do mo re to raise German pre stige 
and ~ood-will in America then a t imely, humane and equitable settle­
ment of the Finnish problem under German initiative and leadership , 

Fieldmarehd Goering responded to t he point that Germany might 
toke t he initiative i n brin~ing about an earl y solution or the 
Finniah problem by referri nt to aeveral German expreesions that 
had already been made t o Russia urgin~ Russia to a moderate course 
and reasonable demands with reapeot to Finland, Further, Germany 
had encour aged Finland t o oonsider carefully and , if possible, 
accept aoms ot the Ru ssian points of view, But Finland had refused 
to all ke ADJ' conce ssions . 

The Fieldmarshal cont inued that everything poss i ble in the situa­
tion wea being dono and that there were hopea that the destroyed 
city of Vibor~ might provide the nucleus for a solution of the 
problea on a realistic baeis, He added further that thie city, 
which haa been one of the principal Ru ssian demands and which is 
outeide the Fi nnish lines of defense, will have to be almost com­
pletely rebu ilt, It wee hoped that Finland wo uld agree t o leave 
the prseent site to the Russians and rebui ld it at a nearby site 
within their natural linea of defenee , 

In ~ariting the Finnieh situRt ion the Fieldmarahal wanted me 
to give aosuranoee to the President t hat Germany was most inter­
ested 1n an early and equitable solution of the whole problem, He 
concluded by saying that i n the Finnish situation everything poe­
aible had been done and that everything that could possibly be done 
would be done t o this end, 

Very respectfully, 

J runes D ,llooney 
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Tho Honorable 'ranklin D, Rooow.olt, 
President of tho United Sta tea, 

Tho 'olbite Bouoe, 
Washin~on D, C, 

Wy deer Ur,Preoident• 

Rome, Waroh 14, 1940 , 

Thta messa&e will outline the disouosion with Pioldmarahal 
Goering at his home, Karinhall , in the country near Berlin, 
on Maroh 7th, 1940, Only one other person was present dur­
in& the diaouaaion, Dr , Wohlthat , who has represented the 
Fieldmarshal and Germany durin& the past couple of yeere as 
an Ambassador- at-lar&e, epecialiting particularly on trade 
treatiee, Tho arran&e:oents tor tho diec:uuion with F1eld­
aarehal Goerin& had been made b,y Dr,Wchlthat , 

I presented the Preeident 'o personal respects and ~rootings 
to the Fteldmarahal and he reep ondod wanoly in kind, 

I then preeonted t o the Fieldaarehal the unoff icial and in­
formal personal attitude of the Preoident on oertain of tho 
ourrent political and econo.io problema just ae I had dono 
pre•ioualy in tho diacusaion with Chancellor Bitler, and 
really ooverod the identical &round. 

Fieldmar shal Goering stated thllt he was pleased t o got the 
information on the President's personal vie~• beoaueo he had 
ne•er heard theat views expressed publicly and wae ~lad to 
ha•e tho reaaoursncoa or the Preoldent'a neutral and open 
mind. 

t n expreasint himoelf ae to the viowpolnts or Proeidont 
Rooao•elt, tho attitude of tho Pieldm.arsha1 wae moat friend­
ly and sympathotlo. Bo intended to .oontinue to explore every 
uenue leadtnr; towards ir.lproved relations between Gennany 
and t he United states, and waa particularly roepona1Te to 
tho Pres ident'• 1doaa relatinr; to the presont. a1tuat1on in 
Europe. 
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With reapeot to Geroan-Amerioan relations , the FieldcorohAl 
felt that Oermoqy had not taken a ain~le step nor ootabl lohed 
a oin~le polioy whlch wao contrary t o ~erioan intereata , 
Oenneey hd no t meddlod 1c American ccnat i tutional o.frt.i re 
nor done anythin& d&ma~in& to Amo rioan affairs ~enorally . 

He referred to tho number of people of German doscent 1c 
America, and waa of the opicion that the ir influence politio­
ally wao oottalderably l eu now than in the early Colonial 
daya , wh•n Gorman failed by only one Yot• 1n tho Aoer.=bly of 
bec0t11ln~ the ofr1o1al langua~e in the newly founded state, 
Tbo l'ield:aarehal ' a own stllff- adjuhnt , • GenerAl in the army 
haa a brother and aioter who a re American citizens liYin& in 
Kontuolcy. 

Turnin' to tho question of American n~ttrallty , the Fioldmar­
ehal re~arded the cancellation of the an>a e~argo aa re­
pre~entin~, in effect, an adnnta~e to En&lL'>II and France , 
~hrough plaoin£ tho entire lnduatrial potentiAlity of tho 
cc11ntry a t th• d isposi t1on of the Allied ""tion.s , lleatlll'hile 
the realltiea of t.'\e situation pre•ented Genoaey f ro:D drew­
ic~ upon Amer!oa u a oouroe . Tbh effect he round in har• 
mony with public opinion In America , which he realiaea ie 
broadly i n faYor of En~land and Franoe. In this oon.~eotion 
he wat intereated in the OODI8TYAtiY& attitude Of American 
industry general ly toward war orde re . 

With re~ord to new and d raet lo method e or warfare, the Field­
marshal belie•ed t bat his own feelinga and those ot the Cer­
I:IAn people and their leader• -re in ayapathy with the Ama rioon 
fooling of hor ror towa.r d their uae . Bowaver, in fi&}\tin~ for 
her national exlatenoe , Cenooey waa r~rced t o ;eat·~ ailitory 
lleceuitiea which confronted her with e ... ry "'ean.s at her dio­
poael . En~.nd wae surely uaicg 89ery weapon, 111111 tllry and 
eoonor.aic, Including the blockade, a~oinet oombeta.nta and o1-
vil1&n population oli~e. and waa preaelng forward t o e qual 
Oennaey i n the . .,.ry weapons whoso uae Englan1 now docrled and 
aga1nat which American opinion wu oo definitely negative . 

As t o the Britieh Empire , the Field•rahal aons ideud that i t 
has pert'onoed and can cont inue to perfol'lll a oo$t uaot\•1 •~riMce 
to the anti re oi rlliu d 110rld , Be a~reed w1 th the At:erioen 
vi - that any aerioua weakenic£ of the Ebpil"8 would be a eenre 
lo11 to the white rae>e in all perta of the world . Germat~Y had 
no quarre l with the Britiah Empire aa auoh, but with the En£­
lioh poliey of interference in European of fairo outa1de the 
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Brltiob Ebplro. Further, Germany reoented the otran~le hold 
on the world ' 1 e ooOO!lllo r eoouroea 1ullltrade routeo which &nr;· 
land endeaYored to maintain by meana or the Empire , and to 
u1e aglinot Oenuny as well aa othe r oountriea, lnolud in~ 
neutr da . 

The F i eldmaroha l llluatrat.~ thia point by r oioins the queatlon 
or what ~erioa'o attitude would be it Germany trled to atir up 
t rouble in llexioo again ot the United stotu, u En&tand hed 
been dolor; 1n Eaotern Europe againat Oomany. Or it Gerc:&f1Y 
detained Amorioen abipe and oohed Acorloan a&i 1o to n .... t ral 
oountrieo ao En&tand i a doi nr;. 

I went i nto ~ diaau a aion with t he Fielcnarahal or Aolerioan pub­
lin opinion in rel a tion to certain or t he aurrent political 
taotora 1n Europe . I pointed out t o the F\eldmarah&l that 
A,aerloo.n public opinion held thAt it lay - 11 within Gel"lliADY' • 
r;raep to proYide an early ool ution to the aituatl on which ex­
toted be~en Rueaia and Finland. Oe~ny'o poeltion in the 
matter, beyond doubt, entitled her to cer tain powera of modi· 
ation. 

Sentiment 1n the Uni ted Stahe with roprd to Ruuia ht<! been 
devolopln~ unt&YO r ably t or the paat year or nor• and had ro­
oo i nd a etUl t'\lrther 1etbaok throut;h t ha attAck on Finland. 
Furthar -atward 1novemant o r Russian Influence in Europe "'" 
ro~arded in America a a undoai rable. 

5o feature of the preaent war had at tained ~reater p roDinenoo 
In tho Amarloan 11ind, which t radi tlona lly tavorod t he under­
dog, than t he brave atrugr;le which Finland h&d boon m&kins 
asa tnat heavy odds for her riY.t to oxiat . Th iQ tooling had 
beoo eo Cl&rked that it wu ditt!oult to oonooin ot any po~>­
eible aove which would do 110r e to r aiu Ger.na.., prutiso o.nd 
~ood-will io Amerlca than a t imely , humane 8 equitable aottle­
aont or tho Finniah probl .. under Garmon 1n1thth'e o.nd laador­
ehip . 

Fhlcturahal Ooer!JI~ rooponded to t ho point that Ge"""l1J' air;ht 
t alal the 1n1 t1at1• e 1n br1nr;1nr; about on early oolution of the 
Finnhh probl .. by r eter rlns to aoveral German axpra esiono 
that had alread,y bean made to Russia u rging Rue d a to a modor­
o.te aQuree and roaeonable d0111ande with roepeot to Finland. 
Furth&r , Oema11r had enoourt.~ F1nhnd to oonoider oare t'\llly 
and , tt pooeible , aooept oome ot the Ruoa1an pointe of v1ew, 
Bvt Finl and had rot'\laod to aalal ai1Y conoou1one. 



The Fieldmarob&l oontinued that everything pooa!ble in the 

11 tuation ••• be1ns dono and that thoro 'W8r o hopea t!-at tho 
doatr07od olty of Viborg ~ight proTide tho nuolouo t or a 
oolutlon ot tho probl• on a r ... 11stio bells. Be added 

turtbor t hat thio oity, which b&o been one or the principal 
Ruoaill.n dotnando and which 1e ouhide tho Finnioh Unoo or 

derenee, ...tll b&vo to be almcet oomplotoly rebuilt . It ••• 
hoped that f'!nland would agree to lane the present alto to 

tho Ruaaie.no and rebuild It at a near~ alto within their 
natur al linea or derenoe . 

In ~ri•ing the Finnioh situ~tion tho f'iel~arahal .anted 

•• to giYe ueurancea to the President that Genoany waa ,.oat 

interested in an early and equitable eolutio~ or the whole 
problem. He ooncludod by e~ing that in the Finni sh oituat­

icn everything poaeible had been dono and that ovorythint 
that oould pouibly be done "'Uld ~ done to thla end . 

As to the govormont regime in Gonaany, i n whioh llnsJoncl hae 
prorooaod lack or ccnfidenco, tho f'ieldmarshal woa aonvinood 
that tho Oern~an aohomo or Govornrnont wu eo timly rooted in 

the nation that it cculd not be displaood u~tn Garmany, and 

with bor, aoot or 11iddle ioropo-.. brought to aiHtary, 

economic !tlld ooa ial collapse. It waa doubtful whether Bn£­
land oould have r;rel\tor aonfidonoo in tho auooeoding r o­

Yolut ionary r egll'll which would sp r ing up f rom tho ruino or 
Europe . 

a.,. •. n;y .... righting tirat a t &11 a~alnat her own destruction 
by EnsJand and France, and for eoaop e tram stanation. Gor­

man;y wan ted a German ephere or int luonoe in middl o-Europe which 

oould be likened to t. German "'lonroe- Dootrine" . Ooman;y wonted 

a cce oa to the world' • r&'J' aaterials and trade through restor­
ation or 1\or oolonies and through remonl or tho otran&l.,..hold 
whioh Enr;bnd and Jranoe 1mpoood on natural rosou rooe and tnde 

routes bv force or their ~pir••· 

Politiool, cultural and relisiou• auton~ tor tho " ""lle r 
ato.tea in the German orbit 'W8rt included 1n tbia ooneept, and , 

Iince they wore not strong enough in mill tat'T or ooonomio 
teno l to adnta1n tho Independence or their intomt.tional pooit­

ion in these roapooh , polltio&l intorre rence fro• outside 

would be excluded rroa thio Germ&!l aphore ot inl'luenoe , Theoe 
conditione already preYaile d in SloTakia, were being deYeloped 

u rapidly u poaei ble 1n Boh.,.la and llonYia l\nd would be 

introduce d into Poland , 



TUrning to economic questions , the FieldmAr shal discussed the 
moot- favored-notion pri nciple , which was Germ&ny ' s basic ~iding 
principle in all tho commercial t r eatioa she ••• making . Tho 
only difference between the German and Ame r ican viewa or this 
principl e lay in tho respective theories on this mat ter. In 
actual pr actice Germaqy was required ~ t he neooaalties of the 
situation in various countr ies with which she negotiated trade 
agreement• to establish some quali f ications and daTi ationa from 
the theoreti cal princi ple , ,juot as America in certain oases made 
exceptions Md special pr ovisions . The qua lif!oatlons thus 
establ ished by Germany could also be oompnred with the oxcopt­
i ona and deviations observable in the Ottawa agr eements . 

There h~d been no ohnnge in Germaqy ' s viswo on the most- favored­
nation principle ainoe bef ore 1914, but tho altered oir oumstenoes 
throughout tho world -tth r espect to the gold- standard, severe 
exchange fluctuations and blocked ourroneies had render ed those 
deviations from the theoretical pr inc iple necessary if trade wore 
to be maintained at all. 

For example , t ho countries in Southeastern Eu r ope , which Ge~aqy 
r egarded as f al ling within the Gen.an sphere of influence, and 
with whom various t r ode agreeoents and a rrangements had been 
effected , all hnd exchsnge contr ols of one kind or another , Ger­
mney was the best mBrket ~ far f or their product s, these count­
ries wer e ready and willing to accept Geman goods i n payment , 
and t o accept the capihl assistance 'Nhioh Germany offered to 
build up t heir industr ies and to develop their natural resources. 

Those countries , however, could not o~pete wit h same of t he 
large world pr oducer s of certa in of the commodities such as 
wbeot and borle~ which r epresent ed t he greater par t of t heir 
"trading assets , so that i n establi shing the orran.gements 
between herselt' and those countr ies to their mutual ad Tantage, 
Germaqy bad found it necessary, if these arrangements wore to 
function at all , t o agree upon a margin over world prioea for 
those products i n much the same m~nner ~s the United States 
government had rendered aasistanoe to the American farmer . 

In this oonneotioo it was important to note that although the 
preaent Gormaqy repr esent ed a far lar ge r potential market for 
Ameri can goods than over bef or e , t he American t a r iff position 
and generally impaired relations bet>.een tho two count ries 
prevented this potentiality, to a largo oxtent , frau being 
reali&ed. The Fiel dmar ohal indicated a atrong deaire tor im­
proved economic and commercial r elations and coope ration 
between Germany and t he United Stotes, ond felt that much 
ground would be gained f or both aides by a more liberal attit­
ude in Ameri ca towards e.cceptinr; imports rrom Germaey to pay 
for ~~erioan exporta , 
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Germ•ny re&arded Joiddle- l'lu ropo as her aphore of' inf'luelloe, but 
gr anted in pr inciple that each nation had a r ight t o pollticOl , 
cul tural and re li~iouo auton~ and its own form of government , 
Cennan.Y realhod the need and the advontages to herself, to 
the countries in tho Coman sphere of influence and to the rest 
of tho wor ld , of maintaining an open door and tho fr eeet poasibl e 
t r ade relations with the couotr les of rlestern Suropo and the rest 
or the world . 

The r elation of' popula tion to aubsistanoe i n this German sphere 
ia such that tho standa.rd of living in this a r ea could not be 
maintained and improved without a vit;orous Mow of' trade in both 
directions with countries outside tho German sphe r e . The moder n 
lnduotrial devel opment of the world was f ar ahead or the political 
and aocial capacities to capitalize constructively upon thi s de­
velopment f or a broadly improved standard of living. Statesmen 
everywhere carry the r espons ibility t o bring about the necessary 
equali zation of Lhese fundamental factors . 

On the &•neral subjec t of war and peace, the Fteldmar shal felt 
that this reatod with England . Germany ~'" ready to end tho war 
and turn to more constructive purposes , provided England would 
abandon he r war aim of Germany' a dostruotion. Britain know what 
aho wea fightin& against - agains t a atrongor Genoa~ - but did 
not seem to know what ahe waa fighting for . 

The Pieldmarshal was particularly inte r ested in the disousoion 
ot the position and functions of a "moderator", with which term 
he had not been familiar in such oonnootloo. Ho drew a compar­
iaon between this ooncept of a lllOd erotor and the pnr t played 
~ Preo ident r.ilaon in the analatice and peaoe negotiations 
f ollowing the world war, which, in hia opinion, had not been 
productive o r the best results , Bowevor, he recognitod tho 
distinction that in 1918-19 the situation Involved victorious 
and defeated nations , which Is not tho o&so in tho pr esent 
situation. Furthermore , he reallu d thnt public opinion in the 
United States twenty years ag¢ had not bean in fnvor of same of 
t he features of President Wllnon' a p1aos , whoreaa now American 
public op i nion seamed to bu definitely in f avor of ending the 
WAr • 

The Fiel~~arsh&l continuo~ that he would like ~ery much to see 
aO!IIot!ling dono to bring about nn early end to tho hootilltiea, 
but waa inclined t o doubt whethe r America oould orreott~oly 
aasune the rol e of moderator now, in ~lew or the En&lish viow­
point and •tate of mind . He f olt definitely that tho pr incipal 
difficulty at present in the way of an appr oach to tho problem 
~ way or a moder ator l oy i n London. 
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If sOmething wero to be i nitiated from the American side in 
this general direction, the Fielclm.arshsl was of the op i ni on 
that it should bs done very soon , bsoause certain very l.n;port­
ant present advantoges t o Gemony would be impaired by long 
continued del•Y• This was too great a responsibili t y f or tho 
l eaders of Germany t o assume , to incur such penaltlea by a 
polioy of indete rminate ~'iting , It Gormnny oould bo sure 
that something constructive was in process of development, 
including the necessary ~~anges i n the English and French 
s tandpoints , ohe would not f orce tho deolsion aggr essively. 
But t here were grave doubts as t o the possibility of such 
ci rcumstances matorlaliting , 

Dealing with the military s ituation , tho Fieldoarshal f elt 
that since England had decided to make this wer , a heaTY re­
sponsibility r ested upon those •ho di r ected Cernany' s effort 
if they t ailed t o eapital i te upon tho present military ad­
vantages . These are felt to be a stronger air foroe , olmost 
twice as many divisions on the ll"estorn front as i n 1914-1918, 
superior artillery nnd more effective techniques in mine and 
subm&rine wertare . 

The Fieldmarshal believed that England would not be oonvinood, 
without putting it to the test, that Germany was able , if' 
necessary, to f i roht successfully against England and France . 
I n consequence , England ~• oontinui~g to develop every neans 
in her power to destroy Germany, Tho Fieldmarshal fUrther 
fel t that 1r England were convinoed of Germany' • ability t o 
defend herself successfUl ly, England would be ready to diacuso 
a basis for onding the war . Under such ci rcumstances she 
wou ld find GermAn¥ equal ly roa~y to take part i n such dia­
ou.seions . 

This concludes the outline or the diaeussion with Fieldmarshal 
Goer ing. 

Yours respectful ly, 

J lllnoa D ,!looney 
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The Honorable Franklin D, Roosevalt, 
Prelident or the United statu, 

The White House, 
ll'aehinst;on D. c . 

Ky dear Kr,Preeident: 

Rome, Karch 15, 1940 

Durin~ the past aeveral daya o~bleo have been sent to you 
covering the exploration work th~t I havo been ablo to do 
so rar In the war and peace oltuation in Europe. 

I n thia concluding message of tho aerie• 1 should 11~ to 
maio a tow augcoations to you In re lation to the current 
probloa. I have been rather aaturoted with tho problea, 
particularly during the paat several ~ontha and ~ preeent­
ing thou eur;r;eatlons with tho hope that they ml ~~:ht be 
slightly helpful in developing vour own 7i aws and plane. 

The peoples or Europa ar e united In the belie r that the 
preaent war could have been aver ted . There ia todoy a deep­
or aelf - inter ost appeal tor ol l the belligerent peoples in 
making peaeo than in continuing the war . Nobody can doubt 
the wish or every belligerent country f or the endlnr or 
t his war. 

The world raou Q&DY problema today 
and tar 110re worthy or aacrlficoe. 
la golnr; to be eolved bv this war , 

juat as serious &I war 
aone or these problem• 

Thoro ere timea when a man or a Mtion must tight . There 
ar e things worth more than life ltaelr . The death or morty r o 
sometimes enables others to live on In a bet te r world . But 
nobody In Europe aeens t o believe that a better world will 
oooae out or thh war . In other worda, the war in Europe 
today 1a not regarded aa aartyrda.1 but o.a sui<>lde ror winners 
and loaera alike , 

Ia there a way out! There I a etlll In Europe a u~\veraal 
hope that o. 'Kay out might be found . There ia •till o. st rong 
underourrent or feeling that n poo.ce should be att~pted 
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at t he beginning i nstead of a t t he end of the war , Level - hooded 
people everywhoro in Europe are sti ll hopin& that t here may be 
peaoe before mi ll ions of liveo have been lost , bef ore Europe baa 
boon made n ahambleo and before bitternooa bas been branded in 
the heorto ot men here f o r anot her p;enerntion. Peace at the be­
ginning of t he war might provide some hope f or the oolut i on of 
European problema. 

Europe oan count only on t he Presi dent of the United States t o 
take an effeot i ve hand in the mediat i on that i s neoeasary in tho 
present situation, I know from ~ recent extended contaota back 
home in December and Jonut.ry tha.t the Amerioan people believe too 
that it ia an insane war and that the Un i ted Stat es shares some 
rosponaibility tor the deop eauaea ot the present war , It seems 
therefore that the Amorioan people would support a diaoreet 
position aa a moderator on the part of the Preoident. However, 
I do not want t o be so presumptious as to extend the disou so i on 
of thia phase of the whole problem. 

I should like on the other hand howovor t o make some su~eations 
to you for the practiebl points t hat wil l have to be eonoidered 
in building up the approach f or a poaee , I reel reasonably sure 
of ~ ground in making thooe suggestions because of my intimate 
contacts in Europe wit h the problem over t he past several years 
and particularly dur ing the pa st six mont hs of the war . 

The problem of calling orr t he war is essentially one or practic­
al pol i t ies. The poli t i oal groups in t ho three bel ligerent count­
ries have thrown so many dead eats over the other fellow' a gar den 
wall during the past two or throe years and partioul arly during 
the laat six months, t hat it is now TOrY difficult for them to 
have any d l oouaa ions with one anot her. These political factors 
not only distrust each other in a personal way but they have been 
telling the world violently and rreauent ly that they hate and dis­
t rust 8&ch other . 

One oannot bolp ra isin~ the question here, when it is sa id on 
either aide that they cannot deal with the other orowd, u to bow 
much the situation will be improved i n this reapeot 1r the -r 
goes on for two or threo yoara . Certainly at the end ot that 
time not a 1hred of trust or respect would be left on either aldo , 

Tbs oltuatic>.n needs the hand of a man skilled in practical politioa. 
Thoro are conflioting ideolo~;1os, and i>tlportant probl'""a or econ­
omioa and political boundaries . But no political leader in Europe 
when in a frank mood will contend for killing off several million 
men and making a ahambloa of Europe aa the mean• tor settl ing 
thus probl,.aa . 
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The r oot or the trouble at preaent aeeoa to lie in the probl .. a 
ot peraonal prestlr;e. In r;ener ,.tinr; the peace pattern one liiUit 
include a lar&• eleaent of face oavinr;. I aay thla without the 
allt;hteet implication of orltiolam of the various political lead­
ero pereonally becauae the eventa of tho paat two or three veara 
have been appallinr;ly dl ttloult . 

Tho next iD>portant point 1a national preatlr;e and honor. A 
practical approach taw&rd mediation will have to lnolude elementa 
to reconetltute t heae ltUI materlt.l but very l.J!!portant tactore 
tor both eldea. 

The third and laat &enoral point oo far u the poH tical leadero 
t.re coneernod 11 aecurlty tor their own countrle o and peopleo, 

A, to the people• theaoelvea in the belll~erent countrlea, two 
thin&• are clooeet to their heo.rta: flret, Lomunlty tro. phyalct.l 
dan&er, in other wcrdo, a pet.cetul lite. Second, the rl~t to 
earn a llvin&• 

I have aent you a complete outline or the dlecues lons with 
Chancellor Hitler and Fteldmt.reht.l Ooerinr; on the subject of war 
and pee.ce and In proeontinr, theea outlines I have trlod carefully 
to avoid 1ntorpolat1n& ony of my own pointe of vtew about Gorm­
a~'• attitude into~ r•port or their convorsatlons. I con­
aldorod it mo•t important to report tho conversatlone to you aa 
ralthtu1ly ae poeelble and to s:tve you the opportunity to malce 
your own deduotlons tr0111 them, 

However , I obould like now to preaont _, own aenee ot the Gonoan 
attitude built up froa en lntenai•e exploration of their at&nd­
point and outlook, 

In tho first place, _, own opinion Ia that Gera~ le ••rer to 
maka peace. I belle•• that thlo oa~erneoa io not induced by ·~ 
r;reat tears on the part or Oenc~~V that they cannot withstand 
attack tram En&land and France and toke oare of thamoelveo rather 
well . They do not like the Idea of taklnr; up the war •&~reoaively 
but they are j uat oa &rilll ond detemined about seel. n r; the war 
throuf>h as Enr;lond •nd Frtu~oe, 

Boilod down in eoaonoe, Oom~ 1• w1111nr; to make ouch oonoeeolono 
for Poland and C•oohoalovaklo •• could please world opinion In 
~elation to the rell~ioua, cultural and pol lt1oal auton~ of 
theae nationo, On the other band , OermROy aeeme thorou~hly detera­
ined to prevent ~ recurrence of the nuloanoe value r;o~eroted 
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by England and Francti through their making political &.nd militacy 
pacta with countrlea conti~ous to Germoqy, 

The main other thing that Genoany aoems determined about ia the 
return of the f ormer Oeman colonies. But it seems that they would 
-nt these returned primarily for their trading value . Arter the 
colonies wore technicdly turned back to he r , Germany would ba 
willing to give way on actually taking ove r aomo of those territ­
ories. This la because Germany rea l izes that certain polit i cal 
embarrassment• would ensue to Englo.nd and Fr ance it the ooloniea 
aa defined by thei r present boundarioa were actually taken over 
by Gemany , Germany might f o r instance be willing to t r ade t ho 
whole lot of her former colonies in Afr i ca for a new block of ter­
r itory in Central t rop i cal Africa which she could open up and 
colonl&e. I n other words , she ia willing in spirit t o have the 
col ome! problem handled in a mutually oonstruotiTC way . 

Some ot tho points which you omphaai&ed to mo during our discussions 
at the Whi te House i n December and January, u for instance religious 
treodo~ and Cermany ' a ooming into the fami ly of nations f or inter­
national trade along the l ines endorsed ~ you and Seoreto1y Hull, 
are generally quite acceptable to Germany i n principl e . Furthermore , 
the many diacuss iona I had with officials of tho German go.vernmeot 
made me believe that they woul d meet you more than hal r wfly in 
suppor t ing your broad general progr am f or rasolvi ng the immediate 
politi cal difficulties in Europe in the direction or an orderly 
political and economic world progr am. 

One of tho most import11nt points in dealing with Gorna.ny at t he 
presont ti•no, it not the most important point , \s again a very 
praotical human point, German officinls have often said to me, 
and 1 have heard it a groat deal during tlle past tow yean in 
Oorma~ gonorally , that the German• are tirdd of being treated liko 
bad school- boy s . They are tirod or being t alked down to flnd of 
beinr; scolded all the time as t hough they had a special ll!Onopoly 
among the nations on all tho tailings of hQ~an nature . 

During my reoont visi t \nth the government officials in Germaqy 
the fri end ly expressions that you had made toward Germany i.n your 
remarks to me had a t onic effect in soothing the irri-totion that 
coul d huva arisen ordinarily in my diacuseing wi~h t hem frankly 
and bluntly as I did, 4ame of the elements or Ame r ican publio 
opinion in relation to Germany's present polioies on certain matters . 

In general , what this situation in Europe needs at the moment , Mr . 
President, is the heal ing influonoe or aome of your tolerant, 
friendly, patient typo or dealing. 
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I am not going t o discuss what tho French want or tho Engli sh want, 
bocauao you are just as fa;ciliar with this aa I lim , except I should 
like to touch on ono or ~Ko points fran the standpoint of oi thor 
country, just as a meLos of intr oducing u r~ suggestions f or tho 
practical appr oaoh t o peace. 

The French W&!lt security. Fur ther , t hey want a reconotltution of 
their nati onal presti~e and honor , whi ch th~ fool suffered through 
their not saving Poland and C&eohoalovaki a . 

Tho Moginot l i ne i s a gr eat part of the anewer t o French secur ity. 

In discussions f or peace France could champion the rights of Poland 
and C&oohosl ovokia for cer tain national , religious , politicAl and 
cultural autonomies . Undoubtedly Franco coul d get such r ights from 
t he Germans if 3Uoh righto did not interfere wit h Germdny' s sec­
urity on her easter n and sou theastern border s . 

England too wants se curity and a reconstruction or her 11at1onal 
prestige and honor . 

Let us address ourselve s for tho moment to tho problem of' pr estige 
and honor for England and partieular.ly to t ho problem of ra oe­
oaving t'or ·the political group in England under whose lndorahip 
and inheritance of previous bad pol i tics England booflmo involved 
i n the present Gituation. 

llobody coul d possibly take oxoeptioo t o England's bo.vin~ declared 
war on Gomany at t he time Gem1u1y declared her intention of' in­
vading Poland. England had said that she would declar e war if 
this i nvasion took pl ace and she was bou~d t o keep her word . This 
does not mean t hat the present ~•r is not still wrong bocauso, 
elthough tho declaration of war by England wae logic~l on Sept­
o,bor 3, the preceding causes CRer a aeries of years, and partic­
ularly the poker playing or 1938 and 1939, provided a very il­
logical bash in the 'Nholo sequence of' events . 

The thing I want to suggest t o you , Kr.President, is that England 
has round he rself durin~ t ho past s ix montho sinoo tho outbreak 
ot world war number two in the position of a school boy or young 
follow who has got himself into a bad fight against a tough ad­
versary . As is the way of a school boy or young rollow, he 
carries a ch ip on hio shoulde r and pick3 up ohollenges tor a 
fight quite l ightly. 
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Arter the f ight is well under Wll:f and he has bean accumulat­
ing a blaok eye, he is inclined to wonder ~ hs had not been 
a bit 1oore polite in the situation. Finally, if the .!'i&ht h 
going badly or the opponent oeema to be =uch tougher than he 
had a ntiolpated, he is qu i t e happy it a police~n happen& to 
come along or perhaps some older man t o atop the tish t • 

Ronor ia 1till intact beoauee he did not tail to accept the 
challenge and he did not quit , But on the other hand , alao, 
hia noaa i1 still r easonably intact and this is c~rortint• 
In other worda , ~e retiree from the fight with honor and not 
too badly bruised up. This i1 the perteot si tua tion for a 
f ellow who likes to maintain his reputation in the nelthbor­
hood for being a aoreppy fellow. 

Stopping a tight is verJ ot'ten a most than~leso job and thi s 
tight in Surope looks particularly difficult . 

&.at you are the only one who o"n atop it, ll.r ,Prealdent , Per­
hepo , sene WaY o r another could be round whereby you could 
p roj ect yourself into the situation in harmony with ~arlo&n 
public opinion and in harmony with aaving face for the pol i t­
i cal l eadore i n t he belligerent countries ~ i n harmony wit h 
their n" tional honor and proati~;o , God knows t he peoples ot 
these belligerent count r ies would be very happy for pence and 
I am quite auro thia includes tho political leader • th03selvea . 

The tin&l IU&geat!on I have to make , ~r .President, is that in­
atead or otArtln! in by tryln& to aettle *"""' or the heated 
and irritatin& iasuas betwoon Sngland and Gernany , that you 
eat rorth berore tho bel ll&erenta an attractive rraae-work tor 
an orderly political and aoonomio world , which you would in­
vite the belligerent s to join, Suoh a tr&me-work would set 
f orth certain br oad pr inciples to wh!ah the belli&erenta could 
aubsarlbe . 

This trame- work would have to reoo&ni&e cert.ln practical 
raotora in the European aituaticn. For exa~ple , En&land has 
declared asain and asain that Geraa~ i a a oonatant taotor t or 
unreot in Europe and that the world o&nnot settle down to 
order ly prosreu until Germany ceaeea to preu itl llUiaanoe­
vo.lue and ltopa uabbiOfliiOre ter ritory . 
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Some asauranoe must therofore be givon to the Britiah people 
that onoe Germany's legit imate dooands are ful filled Germany 
too will uttle down to businesa a.nd cease pulling some new 
etunt every few months, 

Aa evtdenoe ot Germany ' a lrllligneaa t o respond to this vte,.. 
point and set of principles, Chancellor Hitler gave me em­
phatic aeeuranoe for tranamieaion to you that with the rooog­
nition of Germany ae a first olass power, entitled to have 
some hegemony in her part of the world, and With the satia­
taotion ot Germany'• oolonial olaim, a long period ot peace 
oan oome so tar aa Germa~ is concerned. 

The President of the United states could elicit a aolamn 
pledge from both aides that e.rter the two parties had stopped 
fighting and had agreod upon a.n equitable peaoe between them, 
a peaoe formulated under the guidance of the President as 
moderator, they agree to let the other fellow alone and cease 
pin- prioklng him~ stirring up trouble in the other fellow's 
back yard . 

It ehould be remembered that the United States would not 
guarantee either eide, The American publio opinion ie dead 
eet against any euo.'> commitment or iflvolvement , The Allies 
did their beat to make us guarantee their side after tho last 
war, and f ailed , Amerioa, of course, will not fall for that 
this time either, 

But tho President of the United states could become the 
truat ee for both sides by looti ng up in his safe, figuratively 
speaking, a solemn document from both s ides where~ both sides 
agree that the peace treaty which they havo signed shall be a 
tasting one. With his skill for drMtatio presento.tion !lr, 
Roosevelt could give world-wide publicity t o these pledgee 
and also lot the world know that a violation of them would 
raiae up the ontire noral f oroe of the United States against 
tho viol ator , Such a llagna Charta of world peaoe would assure 
the British natioo that it had not declared war in vain , Eng­
land would have achieved what it could not att81n after the 
laat war , Then, it was clearly a dictated peace and of course 
the loser could do nothing but accept it without realty in· 
tending to do anythinr; but throw ott the shackles at the f i rat 
opportunity. In contrast, a peace amons equals would be 
oomething to the lasting observance of which both sides could 
pledge themaelvoa. 
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It a truce ~~ld be declared durin~ which thoae prin~lploa 
oould be dlaouat ed, onlf a r •• aon~hs or roller would be 
needed !'1'<111 tho dan&or and roar o~ i>la\nont ail \ tary ar~rouiYo­
no t a t o ·~lore tho prac tloal pcsal~ll \ t\oa or applyln~ tbeao 
prlnc>lplee. 

It at the end or auab o. period of truoe It thould 'I><! r ound 
that tho principles o •ntalnod no &r•u~cl r or a ~oro orJ~r~v 
polltleal and ooonomlc ~rld , then i t would be tiRo onout b to 
.-yo lot tho war &o on and let the world tO to hell , 

Th1a is ~ laat moasa&e or the present aer\oa ond boforo making 
lli'IY • ere oontaote I ahall •wait your further •ishoa, 

J .. u D,llooney 
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HS!ot 
This t•ltgram must bt 
closEly paraphrasEd 
bEforE bEi ng communi ­
c atEd to an yon t , (SC) 

SEcrt tary of StatE, 

Washington , 

190, March 16, noon , 

Rom£ 

Dtl tEd IJnrc;h 16 , 1940 

Rtc 1d 10:30 a , m, 

¢ p FOR '""JE PRESIDEN'i' FRJM WELLES. 

I was rtcEivtd by thE King t~is morning nr.d ha~ 

with him a convErsation lostins just undEr an ~~ur, 

In tl:t convErsation wnich wa.J in gtntral tErms ~:ht 

King ExpressEd his highr st admiration and rtg&-ri for 

yoursE lf ani fer a:.J. that you have aonE ir. thE causr 

of pEac E, 

I hevE just conc1·..1ded a convErsation of fill LD'-''' 

and a hal! w.Lth thE MinistEr for Foreign Affo.irs , ThE 

MinistEr EmphasizEd EvEn morE Unn ht ilad d a'lL : .1 c •. 

convErsation two wEEks aao thE dEt:::rrnl11ation of I taly 

to do Everything w1 thin its powtr to f"o.trthcr thE rEcstab­

Ushmtnt of pEac E, to adttrE str1::tly to its pr Es £nt linE 

of policy and t o take no stEps whi.oh would furthEr troublE 

thE world situ ation , (El'ID SEC'l'ION ONE OP Tl\0) 

PHILLI PS 

PEG 
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HSM 
Thi s telegram must be 
closely paraphrased 
bEforE being communi-
catcd to anyone. (SC) 

Secretary of S ta tc , 

Washington , 

Rome 

Dated 

Rcc'd 

March 16, 1940 

11 :05 a . m, 

190, :.larch 16 , noon . (SJ:CTION T;;o) 

In my conversation with him I was given full 

opportunity to evaluatE the recent Ribbcntrop con-

ver sations here in connEction with the course of my 

present mission . Twenty (repeat twenty) . 

I am being received by :dussolini this afternoon . 

Count Ciano requested me to P?Stponc my departure from 

Rome which had been scheduled for Monday until the 

following day in order that I might beforE my departurE 

recEiVE personally and secretly from htm fur ther impres­

sions which they wErE now obtaining from Btrl1n . I shall 

conscqucn tly sail from Genoa on March 20th instead of 

frau Naples on r.tarcb 19th, (END AESSAGE) . 

PHILLIPS 

HPD 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The attached telegr am f rom 

Mr. Welles i s in nine sections 

and being received on1y slowl y 

off thw wire . I t is in secret 

code requiring slightl y longer 

f or decoding out wil l be forwarded 

as r apidly as possible 

OH 
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AC 
This tElEgram rnust bE 
c l os Ely para~hrasrd b£­
forE bring communicatEd 
to anyonE . ( SC) 

SECrEtary of S tatE 

Washington 

191 , March 1? , noon . 

Romr 

DatEd March 1 7 , 1940 

REc 1 d () : 55 a . m. 

REGR ADED 
UNCLA5 3·t· .i!. ) 

iil&8:l&T FOR THE PRC::SIDENT AHD TilE SECaETARY FROM 

WELLE:S . 

'·lEfET'r~ng to my tElq>honc: convErsation with thE 

Pr£si:lmt last night I b EliE VE that th£ urgmc~' of 

thE si tuaticn d Emands that I tr~.Egrnph this sUl!llllary 

of 11y convErsations of last EV£n!Lg with thE D\tc£ 

a nd with Coun t Ciano . 

I n my conVErsation with thE Due£ I statEd that I 

had bEEn i mpr E ~sEd EVErywhErE dur inG my t r~p w1 th thE 

confidEnCE ExprE SSEd tha t t hE Due£ and his ForEign 

lilinistc: r wErE sincErEl y d Esirous of doing t h Ei r utmost 

to b r ine; about a rEEstablis:l!llmt of pEac E on a just 

a nd ~urablE oasis . I said that i t sEEmEd to mE t hat 

t !1r inf'lurncE of Ita l y towards t h is md mie h t con3Equ£ntly 

bE vEry : rtat . 7h£ Due£ rrol i Ed that if h£ had not in 

f act s incErEly wishEd t o do EvEr ything pos siblE t o 

avr rt thE prEsEnt .. ,e.r and , aftEr w:!.r had b r ok En ou t, 

t o limit its sprEad thEr E would tociay b r En~;agEd in war 

morE 



- 2 - ;tlSl , Mnrch 1 7 , noon , fro1.1 Rom£ . 

morE than two hundr £d million additional human bEings 

in thE MEdit£rro.nEan rEgion and in Africa . (END OIIE 

OF N .t '':: s::CTIO 'S) • 

PUILLIPS 

CSB 



AC 
ROME This t elegram must be 

closely pcraphrastd be­
fore bc1ng coMmunicated 
to anyone . ( SC ) 

Dated January 17, 1940 

Rec ' d 10 a •. t . 

Secretary of Statt 

Washington 

191 , January 1 7 , noon ( S :cTIO.I '1'.70) • 

HE sai d that i t wa s impossiblE for EuropE to stand a 

war at thi s t i me and t hat the coursE of ~alvat1on lay 

in prEpar ing the foundati on for a peacE which would 

g i vt assw•anc t of durabi.l.i ty for thE next ecnEra tion. 

HE asked me i f I would give him the impr~ ssions which 

I had formed as thE rEsult of my rEcent visi ts . I 

said thnt a s l'c knn1 I had co .. ID!itttd mysel f to consider 

thE co:wnsa tions I had o.s stnctly conf1u c,1tinl and 

as solely l'or the infcmation of the Pr~s1dt.1t and 

the Stcrctnr y of S tat e and that ccnsc qut1·tly ht 

woul d r ECO!;rlizt , I lmcw , that I could not disclose 

the statements mnde to r.::t nor tht opinions expressed 

to me . I said that I bncl ho;vevtr ft l t o.t lil.>Erty to 

say in the visits to the var ious capitt~l s which I had 

madt after my first visit to Ro:nc that I !u.d bE£n alec! 

to ltar:1 frcm thE Duct thc.t >-,c :li d not btl 1tvt t ho.t 

thE Establishment of a just and durcblt peace ct this 

t .1.-nt v.a3 in an:; sEnse outside thE realm of po3s1b1li t y . 

I 



.. 

- 2 - ,,:191, January 17 , "loon (SECTIO'l •r:IO) from Roi'IC 

I had thereby bHn cncO>li'agcd in my s carch for 1nfonno.­

tl.on . ( Df.J S:CTIO,l T'/0) . 

Pll' LLIPS 

CSB 



AC 
This tEl £gram tnus t bE 
closely paraphrased b E­
fore being comnunicated 
to anyone . (SC) 

Secretary of State 

•:ras hinr,ton 

. I'!OME 

Dated flarch 17 , 1940 

l'! tc 1 d 1 : 10 p . m. 

191 , llarc!1 l 7 , noon (SECTION THi!SE) • 

Whil E for the reasons expressed I could only reply i n 

a acnrral $Cr.sc , I could statE that I had everywhErE 

found the~ thE fundsncnta.l dt!nand was for security; 

not a fict ... tious nor illusory sccur.o.ty cut a ~o: cu1ity 

which involved a rcll disar: .. an.:nt includi"lg the aboli­

t~on of o."fcnslvc tr;>cs of a r .nOJ.lcnt'3 and .Ln p.t.•ticulnr 

art!ls !'reed !'ron thE present ni-:!ttma.re w'lich today 

opp!'rsscd c:ll JEOplcs , namely, the ever ;>.'ts cnt dan!;Er 

of tile ut~li;:atl.on of offensive t;ocs of airplanes fo r 

the bomb.nt of civilian populations and the slnucntcr 

of wom en :mel c'!ildrm . I said thct i n my first conVEr-

sat ion IY1 t t· the ;:>uc e two "IE eks " o ';c harl outl ... ncd to 

me \"lh~t :1c bel ieved wErE cssc'lt 1.t.l t erri t.orial and 

political readjustments . I z~id thnt I had fo1~ cd 

the vEry dcfirti tc imprEssion that the readjusbnents 

which he h.d 1:1entioncd to mE - wl.icll inclndcd thE 

rcconsti tution of a f rEE and indt ' Endent Polo.nd with 

Economic ccccss to the sea - l'rcrc by no mEo.ns insoluble 

problems 



- 2 - #191 , loiarch 17 , noon ( .;:c•n.:. : TH:1EE) o 

p robl Etns . I said thnt I had for Ed thE Equally positiVE 

conviction th.l t thEsE prol:lltons coulcl only bE solved 

succcss~Jlly on the basis of rc~l security of the type 

I h :ld indicated . (ENU St:C'l'IO o~ '!': .<:E) o 

PHILLIPS 

CSB 
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AC 
This telegram must be 
clos ely paraphrascd be­
fore being comnunicatcd 
to anyone . ( SC) 

Secretary of S tat c 

RomE 

Dated March 17 , 1 9 40 

Rcc •ri 1 : 35 I" · rn · 

lSl 1 .. lnrch 17 1 noon (S£CTI0:1 FCUR) 

At t h i s stag£ 1.\ussolini sai d too that upon the initia­

tiVE of Hitler he had agrEEd a few hours before to 

meet H.tlcr at the Brenner Pass at ten a .m. on Mcrch 18 . 

He said th~t throughout the cour~e of ltibb cntro) ' s rcccnt 

visit to Rome the latter had refused to agree t o any 

possiblE ntsot~ationS for )ES.CE but had insisted th&t 

Gcr~any wo~.;ld stEI. peace only t.U'ough rnili tary victory 

woul d be 

aftEr military vic tory had be tn g aincd pcac t 

1 
determined by Gc~nan dictat~on . The Ducc 

said thc.t he believed that tilt G~nr.en military of fen-

sive v;<(s i"TMinent and thc.t in all pro1Jabili ty 1 t was 

only a few hours P.way . He so.id that 011CC thi s offensive 

was under takEn nny hop e of peace b~· negotiation would 

probably be killed and in any event in~cfinitcly post,oncd . 

He said that he would do his utmost t o persuade lli tlcr 

to postpor•e the offmsivc but t hat if he was to have 

any chance of doing so he must have son£ hop e to offer. 

Hitler that thc all1£d powers woald not assUl!'te a posi-

tion of co.n , lcte lntr ansigcncc , He wished consequently 
• 

to know 



- 2 - 1/191 , .M.:.rcl 17 , noo;l (S~C r 0; FOUil) .fro:"l llomr . 

to kno\'t w ltthrr I would o.ut!-.or.J.~r :nm to cor.omunico.tE 

to !'i.J.tlrr ti1E l.m)JrE.Joions I ho.:l 1vEn hl.n . 

(C: .D S:CTIO~I FOJR) . 

P,liLLIPS 

CSB 



This tclc3r::Ju ~1ust be 
closEly p~r-phrastd bE­
forE being co~nunicatEd 
to :myont ( SC) 

Stcrct~ry of State , 

1.1cshinc;ton. 

.lomE 

D"'tcd ;.arch 17 , 1940 

.!Ec ' d 2 : 55p. m. 

191 , 1h:.rch 17 , noon ( SECTIO•l FIVE) . 

In reply I statEd that l could not givE him 

such authorizction without consulting ~hE ?resident 

which I v:oulc' do by tElephone end that I woulC:. COM;1uni­

catc the President ' s decision on to him later in thE 

evening throug)'l Count Ciano . I sdd that I felt sure 

that I need not emphasize to him thE fL.ct that I 1'/!lS 

in no sense acting Gs en intcrntcC.icry but solely ::.s 

a reporter •. nd thr.t I considErEd 1 t doubtful tha:: 

the ,>rc s1dcnt woulci. fc el ablE to rcc.ch cny decision 

in r EGO.rci. to all of thE issuEs involved until I hod 

bEEn nfforued thE opportunity to rc:Jor t to the Pl•Esi­

C.Ent in full ::.nd pErsonally. !!ussolini s!lid that thE 

rninutE he~ ~1 reached onE minute bEforE rniunight and 

that hE fc::.rcd the timE would ncccsscrily elapse . 

Before thE tcnninction of my interview t:u~solini 

s!lid , I think very si(lnificantly , thr:~ t whilE thE 

GErm:m- Itc.li.:..n 



- 2- nl191 , ti, rch 17 , noon from dome 

Gcrm-n- It.:-.11:-.n ~act Existed he , .. usso11n1 , retained 

entire 11b"i•ty of :.ction. .:e requested th:.t I dEftr 

my dcp:". r turc rrom Romr. vn~il ;:~ftcr his rEt·•rn i"rom his 

m££t1n with i-.it1 cr so th~.t h e co.J.d CCII:llunicc.tE t o 

mE the r csu1 t s of thr int erview in or <.!Er thnt I might 

1\o.vc . thEm :.vcn~.ble beforE lc::.ving Europe to report 

to the President . 

( E,"D SEC11>IO;~ FIVE) . 

Pl!II..L IPS 

PEG 

• 

• 



•' 

!!M 
This tc1cr;r":::: rr.ust bE 
c1oec1y ,,.l' )ll" r :...o cd 
'-tfOrE b Ci • :_, CO!I.IW:i ­
C .. ttd to : n,o: c . (SC) 

19) , "lurch 17 , noon 

tlOr:lE 

11 tel. l.:.rch 17 , 1940 

( S:CCTI0 ' .SL<) 

l'll S :l!))rcval cJ. 1J rcco.-:.::~ t::l<.lt.tio.t tt.!l.t .1. snould send 

wor~ to 1-h: .A.cc t:ID.t the .?~Esidwt :l.iJ not f'rcl •u1 c 

to ir.strvct _,c to nu~!lorizc llu~soJ.J.ni to co-o .ur.icc.·c 

ony in~n·c ss:l.o1 s I !1nd for .nc<l •.vi t l. ,. E ~:ll'l:. to t crri to rial 

r cuC.jus tncn ~s to ·:1 t1 c r , 

I tt>cn :.:d n l'urtllcr L1tcrv ... cu witt. Count. Ciano 

o.t his hcusc o:d convcyec. to hi.11 the Prc:~idcnt ' s mcss.l[.E , 

Count C!r.ro c:.i ·; tt1p<la t.1.c :.11.{ t• " !t£ i\•11y c., re £'~ c s 

to the l'lS.lO;;l or the d <:ClSion .n .• c . I strC'l:JCd tbc 

:ness:>.~c 1·.uc,• tn': ?rtsl-~cr.:: :-.~ . .::. r!.vc.1 1£ O"l tt.c tc1 c;:>!lonc 

cons true t.1 vc ,·,or)< w1 t!1 con:u:qucH be ttcrm cnt of 1 ~. ving 

st:.nC;::.r~s -.nt' \~1. th t~c consequent possib111t~· til .t 

rcpc.ltcd 



hsn - 2- llo . l91 , Ma"Cia 17, noon , (o>cction Six) from tlo:nc 

rcpc;.~tEd to Count Ciano the ?rcs. -rnt•s confident belief 

th:>t the Allied Govrrl1l'Hnts d1d not. L·rpEc.t not) hold 

as nn ob jEctive thE d:struotion of GEnno.ny nor of the 

GErman pEoplE but that t.hry did want a rro.l guaranty 

thc.t war would not be forced upon thon EVEry genEration, 

Count Cinno scid that hE himarlf oompl rtcly sharEd t.hcsc 

viEws . 

P!!ILLIPS 

HTM 
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HSM 
Thi s telegram must be 
closely paraphrased 
before bcin~ communi ­
cated to an yon c. (SC) 

Secretary of State, 

1'/ashi ngton . 

Ron.c 

D'l tcd !l~rch 17 , 1940 

Rcc ' d 4 :10 p . m. 

191 , ~arch 17 , noon . (SEC'liON SEVE:l) 

HE said that throuehout the course of the Ribbcntrop 

conversations Ribbcntrip had talked of nothing but war 

and of th e German assurancE t hat Ccnnany could defeat 

France wi thin three or four months and that subscqutnt.ly 

England would crumblE soon therEafter . f.£ also spoke of 

Robbcntrop 's reiterated insistence tha t Italy and Russia 

comE to a closE and friendly ur.dtrstanding . Ciano statEd 

emphatically that ther e would bE no cha11£E in Ital y ' s 

present policy t1 thcr with r q~ard to tht rrtstnt war or 

With regard to Russi a , He arranged to mEEt mE confi ­

dentially at noon on t.Iarch 19 with no press public i ty i n 

order that I mi ght bE fully advised by hi m of the conver­

sations with Hitler . 

As I s ec thE situation there arc twd posoible 

alternatives : first, that as a result of his convErsa ­

tions with Hitler, Mussol i ni may convey to the Allied 

Governments 



hsm - 2- llo . 191 , ..larch 17 , noon (Sec tion 7 ) rrom Rome 

Governments peace terms which wo uld prove entirely 

unacceptable and which might be couched in the nature 

of a Clcnnan ultimatum . 

PHILLIP$ 

PEG 



HSM 
This telegr am must be 
closely par~rhrnocd 
bEforE bct ng communi­
cated to anyone . (SC) 

Secretary of St!lte , 

Washington , 

Rome 

Dated ~arch 17 , 1940 

Rec'd 7 :35 p . m. 

191 , ~.larch 17 , noon . (SECTION EIGHT ) 

In the cvmt that this step is taken I would suggest 

that the Sccrct:try issue a statcmmt saving thtlt while 

thE Prcsidmt greatly appreciates the particularly cordial 

and friendly recepti on accorded me by the Ducc and by 

Ciano, as well as the opportuni ty they have given rr. c 

of procuri ng the information which thE PrEsidmt sent 

me to EuropE to obtain, nevertheless , n Ei ther the Pres! -

dent nor I have been consulted in any way with regard to 

the pc ace terms nor were thE Pl'es i dent nor I in any way 

apprised of their nature beforE they were made public . 

In the hypothes15 that a peace drive i s now put on by 

Hi tler thr ough Mussolin i , a statemEnt of that character 

i ssu cd in 1-.ashi ngton woul d i mmediatEly k i ll the impr ess i on 

which would presumably be intEntionally created that the 

President ' s ste~ in sending me abroad had fAvored a peace 

driv e of that character. 

(END SECTION EIOHT ) 

PHIU.IPS 
PfO 
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HSM 
Thi s ttltgram must b e 
closely paraphrased 
btfor t bting co~muni­

ca ted to an yon c. (SC) 

Secretary of State, 

Washing ton , 

ROD'£ 

Dattd uhrch 17, 1940 

Rtc ' d 7 :55p. m, 

191 , ..:arch 17 , noon . (SECTIO'~ NINE) 

A second alternative is that Hi t le r actua:Uy is 

dttn~incd upon a military offensive 1n the i mmEdiatE 

future and will cons ider no a lttrnat1vt . It may be 

that HitlEr ' s des i re to set Mussol i ni at this juncture 

is due to R1bb entrop 1 s i nabi lity to per suade the Italian 

Govtrnmrnt to 01ttr into sozat understanding w1 th Russia 

and that he fEEl s i t imprrati vr 1f a military offtnsi vt 

is nor: undcrtak~n by Ger man:: to prevent any discord 

between Ital y and Russ i a from havi ng pre judicial effects 

on Gtmany ' s sour er of supplies i n th e Ncar East and in 

parti cular i n the Balkans . In connecti on with this s econd 

altErnati ve Ci ano sa id to me two si~ni fi cant things : 

first , that when Hi tle r had requested the me eting wi th 

Mussolini the latter had sue-gc s tcd Ma r ch 19 and Hi tlEr 

h.e.d r epli ed that i t could not be later than !.:ar ch 18 ; 

second , 



• 
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ham - 2 - No . 191 , r..orch 17 (sEction ninE) from Rome 

second , that Hitler has informed !Aussol1n1 that he 

cannot spare L10:'E than onE hour for thE interview sincE 

he must rctm•n to GErmany l'lith the utmost haste , 

(END I£SS..\GE) . 

PHILLIPS 

HTM 
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IIA'JAL .Ji ';PATC!i 
NAVY DEPt.RH•EtiT 

FROW : ~ -USNA lOhDON 231~: 

TO: CPiiAV 

INFO: 

RELEASE : 

DATE : 2~ HPRIL 1~4. 

PRECEDENCE : n ~BLE 

TOR CODE ROOM : 1454 

G~v~t;~ 011 THE EVtld NC Or 22 APR ll EXPHES5ED APPR!:C I ABLE 
LESSENING OF AIXIETY OVER ITALIAN ACTIOh . H~ UOTES THE 

CHANCES NOW TWO TO OhE AGAI~CT . kE FEELS THE IT~LIAN AIR 
FO~<E (ACCORDING TO RECE~T RELIPBLE INFORMATIOh) I ~ERIOUSLY 

UNPREPARED AND THAT THE ARMY IS ONLY bL ICHTLY LES~ ~o. 
HONEVER , HE FEELS THAT THE ITALIAN NAVY IS FULLY RlADY . 

·:oDFPtY 5AID AGAII THAT HIS IDE1 WA~ THAT THe ITALIAN MOTIVE 
AS TO KEEP UP THEIR NUISANCE VALUE ~~TIL THE WINNING SIDE 

~AS VORE CLEARLY DEFINED WHEN THEY MAY BE ~XPECTEn TO ~ IVE 
A HARD BARGAIN. HE STATED THAT THIS US f. DAt;GEROUS G;,l •E . HE 

IIHI I'A ED THAT THEY ST ILL THIIIK DIVI DED COUI.CILS PREVAIL I~ 
ITALY . 

A ~·IIAILAP VIEW OF THE GENERA L ITALI"N SCENE WAS RECENTLY 
VOl ~ED 9Y THE FHEIICH NAVAL ATTACH£ HERE , BUT HE SAID THE IR Ollt; 

OFFE~SIVE fO ER COULD SEVERELY DA~AGE IMPORTANT NORTHERU 
LBJ.CTIVE5. HE SUGGESTED I~ CONCLUSION THAT THE EVE.TuAL 

ITALIAN ATTITJD£ WOULD BE CONTROLLED 8Y ITALY ' S ABILITY TO 
GET COAL :- IF FROW THE NAZ IS THEN THAT WOULD BE THE YAY THEY 

WOULD Sl'iiNG . 

HE FRANKLY REPLIL.D "I DO NOT KNOW BUT FEE L IT IS llOUB'fFU L"1 
WHEN I ASKED HIM "DO YOU TH I r;K IT I 6 PROBABLE THA T ~UCH WI LL 

OCCUR7'' 

NOTE : ANY REPLY T 11 THIS I~ESSAGE SHJIJLu BE PREPARED IIJ ACCORDANCE 
'•II TH PARAGRAPH 66 0 THE ~ u,STRli~ T IONS GOVERN I tlG THE USE OF NAVAL 
CO'II,!UN ICATI OIJ FACILI TIES AT YIASHII;GTON D . c . ~ 
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;· rL·9~ .t,...•f'\ .'.!D.y 14 . 

·President deelrea you to ~rdsent the t'ollowln,; •'"rson'\l 

D'eaeagt trot. hiJ!J to .luesolinl : 

I do not know what Your Exoell~ncy plane or 9ropoeee 

out rtporte reaol!ln me from r.any 80uroes , to the effect that 

you ruay be con •em.vlating early entry into tht war ,have _lven 
it'~ ... , 

~ ~1 concern~ t .. at _ fee! J..: .. • t'led in ur!Sint ;ct:.. , wl t:. all 

.•0881>1 e.;.rnestr.ese 'l d ln the n :1e or huu.nn1ty,a"'u1nst 
thtater 

ext the t~reKl ot var , with lnevi tnbl e loss of 

the COW" tl er 8 m chlldren and the 

.. 'J f1na, tlp et.l to Your .E:xo llency 

!'rJO any coure~ o action t!:l.l t co 

• 

l e ~ refrain 
oon8t~d 



l:ny 14, l:Ho . 

I a• nd you thls nppeal a9 the ht' ••<l of u oeaeeful nn tion 

anu '\8 1 <'los :riend of twenty otb r ,, ;::, ~1c ... 1 Republics , 

, '-1 of us in the J\t::erlcae •',.el in our he 1rte thn t tonight 

the whole world faces a threat whlch oppoAell fVery trachir.r; 

of ~~riet, every p~lloeop~y or ~IL tte gr~nt teuch.ra of 

uanklnd over th~ueands of years . 

Forces of slt~u&.ter , forces which deny God , forcen which 

seek to d::H:inat~ .. .nnklnd by fear ratter t.'lan by rea,on seec 
~"Aifi/JtJ/-Jt'JI ;~j-

Ilt thle taoment to be extendin.;; t!';t>lr 1 1M p;£vo 7 a. hundro:!d 

" cllllon human beln~s who h'\ve no desire but , ace . 

You w .• oc the .;rent !:;nlian people call tl:e!.r leader have 

it in 

groa~ 

your own hnnds to s tuy the sj)rt:ad of this war to nnothrr 

or 200 , ~oo , 000 humqn souls ,;.. 7t;-~- .1. ~ ,._ M lk. 

I have s n t word to Your Exo lhrcy b( "or t:. t - ~ rt: a 

realist. . J<S a realist you also will , I know, r co..;niz.e that 

l~~JoJ•:koi war should ext n.; 1fi17,rt;s,?> lf' ,~/;{. , 1H s 

it would pase beyond thf' control or heads of Sates, r:ould 

pnco ... paes thP de t.ructlon ot' millions of lives and the best 

or 11 • ..:.t we c~ll t:.£ r.:.b~rty and culture of civ111z.ation . 

And no r .. an , no m>t t ter how omnlsclt nt , how powerful, cnn 

for\ ell t~e rt ult either t o hiQselt' or hls own people . ., 
Th. rtfore, ! Clllke •he e1t._:>l'" plea th t you, responsible 

for Ituly, wlthllold your hnnd , stuy wholly ll?urt from uny 

WJ>r nd refrain fro:~ any threat ot' attack . So only can you 

help manklnd tonl.ght and t.o11orrow end in the p!l_er or hla :.ory , 
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HSM 
This tElEgram must bE 
closel y paraphrased 
befor e being communi­
cated to anyonE. {Br. ) 

Secretary of State, 

Wash1ll8ton. 

RUSH 

348, Hay 15, 1 p. m0 

My 347 , May 15 , noon. 

RomE 

DatEd !.lay 15, 1940 

R£o 1d 7 :23 a . m. 

Ciano has called n £ on the tElEphone to ~e y thet 

Mussolini asked me to convey his thanks to thE PrEsident 

and to assure the President that hio mcs~age would be 

given most serious considEration but that at thE non£nt 

h£ had no furt her comment to makE. 

It is clear thErefor£ that thE Ducc doEs not 

desire to receivE mE today. 

RR PEILLIPS 



CK 
This tElEgram must b E 
closEly poro~osEd bE­
forE bEing cot~unicotEd 
to onyom . (Br) 

Se:cre:tary of Stat e: 

1.'/ashinGton 

~USH 

4571 Hay 15 1 noon. 

DEpar tne:nt ' s No . 1 16 . 

Rom e: 

REc ' d 6 :30 a . m. 

Cian o re:ce:iv r.~ mE this morni nG ot 10 o ' clock af c£r 

hE had bEEn made: aware: that I wos bri nging mEss.lge: from 

the: PrEsidEnt to liussol:!.ni . He: re:od t h e: me:s sq~;!: c arEfull y 

and t h En inf ormEJ mE tha t he: hod a lre:ady advis £j t hE 

ChiEf of GovErmne:nt of thE purpos E of my vlsi t and t hat 

i!ussol ini had asl=e:d h i m to tEll me: that hE :9re:fErre:d a t 

this time: to rECEiVE t h E mEssagE through the: Fore:ign 

Hi ni stEr r a thE: than dirEctly from me: . Ci:mo Explai ne:d 

tho.t i.'lussolini wish Ed to avoid a t this momEnt any 

se:nsa tionalism and hE a ssur Ed me: thct the: me:s s ag e: rrould 

b e: in i.iussolin1 s hands uithin a fEw minute:s . I s a i d t hat 

I wc.s cErtoin that the: Pre:side:nt r1ould oppreciote: the: 

f. oct tho t Jlussolini hod re:cEive:d me: if only to tEll me: 

thc t h e: h~.d re:od the: mEssagE and t o e:xprEcs to mE for 

transmission to t h E PrEsidEnt any comrae:nts he: might corE 

to mt:'.k e: . Ciano did no t sny tha t t his nould be: impossi blE 

and indicote:d thot h E would tEle:phom: mE a li ttle: latEr 

in thE day. 
• IILLIPS 

EMB 



-
riLE IN Tf E PRESIDENT'S DESK 

j • 

I 



( 

_, 
-· 

~+ .. ~ 
~F 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WMHINGTON 

June 10 , 1940 

MEMQRANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

1'11 th reference to the attached telegram regarding ex­

ports of petroleum and petroleum products from the United 

States to Italy in the last eight months, and for similar 

figures of exports to Italy from the principal South 

American suppliers (Venezuela and the Netherlands West 

Indies), the following report is submitted: 

There is attached hereto a table showing the total 

dollar value of exports of petroleum products to Italy for 

each of the eight months September 1939 to April 1940, to­

gether with the total for the corresponding eight months 

of 1938-1939. For this same period there is also shown 

t he leading petroleum products making up this total. The 

products separately listed account for about 98 percent of 

the total trade in petroleum products . 

I t will be observed t hat total exports of petroleum and 

petroleum products have been about 9 percent higher in the 

last eight months than in the corresponding months a year 

earlier. Exports of crude petroleum and residual fuel 

oil have been decidedly lower than a year ago, while ex­

porte of lubricating oil have risen substantially . 

With 

-



With reference to exports ot petroleum products 

!rom Venezuela and the Netherlands West I ndies to Italy , 

there appear t o be no data available in Washington tor 

any recent peri od , The latest information which the Di­

vision ot Regional Information ot the Department ot Com­

merce has is tor 1936 in the case or Venezuela and tor 

the tirst quarter or 1939 tor the Netherlands West Indies , 

Telegrams are being sent to Caraoas and Cura9ao asking 

tor the latest available data on this subject . 



U. I . DPORTS OJ' Pn'BOLIIJM l'RODUC!fS ro I!.U.T, 1938 - 194o 

Total Petroleum Producta • 

1939--- September -------------------------- 7o4 
October---------------------- 1,128 

Na.ember -------------------------- 1,874 

December -------------------------- 1.123 

194<>--- Jatrul&ry ------------------------- 1,288 

february -------------------------- 970 

March ---------------------------- 1,8o4 

~11 ------------------------- 1,105 

8 montbe end1nc A.pril, 194<> --------- 9,996 

• • • • 1939 ------------ 9 ,16o 

Le&dins Petroleum IZporte 8 month• eDd.i:G: 

CodiiiOd 1 tr 
Ipril 19110 pril l<Jf9 

Qeantitl Value ~t1t1&1ue 
(thoueonda) thwaN~da) 

Crude pe troleum------ barrel• 2,521 

Oe.aoline ------------ barnll 57 

Oaa Oil & Dietillate 

fUel oil -----------

Reaidual JUel 011 ---

Lubricat1D£ 011 -----

Red end Pale - ---

O,linder -------

• 
I 

• 
• 

151 

m 

239 

254 

3.34<> 4,0)2 

112 175 

269 

351 1,333 

4,906 

114 

2,838 75 

1 ,203 

1,)27 

546 

528 

hr&ttin Vax -------- pounde 16,217 801 20,520 727 
--------------~~-------

Total leading commoditiea 9.779 

• lxporta ot petr ol«lll producta to Ita17 in lla;r, 194<> 

totaled $797,000, tor declaration• receind through 

llair 29. 

Prepared by1 
D1Y1aion ot loreign Trade ltatiatice 

llllrMil ot lorlig11 and DomuUc CoiiiDerce 
Jume 7, 194<> 

9.016 
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HS~t 
This telegram must b e 
closel y paraphrased 
b efore being communi-
cated to anyone. (D) 

SecrEtary of State, 

Washi ngt on. 

1036, June 5 , ll a . m. 

Paris 

Dat cd June 5 , 1940 

Reo 1d 8 : 40 a . lllo 

PERSONAL AIID ~8RE11 FOR THE PRESIDEI:T AND SECRETARY 

hlORGENTHAU. 

Professor Charles Rist hns just cal led on me to stnte 

thnt the Minis try of Bl ockade has recEived authoritative 

nnd absolut e information that the I talian Government has 

been transshippi ng to the German Govcrmnmt an average 

of 175, 000 tons of oil products per month during the past 

frn nonthB . The ldinistry of Blockade regards the tl•ans­

shiprtEOt of lubricating oils as especi ally serious and 

states that all the good lubricating oil imported by Italy 

comes frOQ the Uni ted States . 

Professor Ri ot noltcd m E if , at t his moment when 

Mussolini had announcEd dcf1n1tely t hat he was about to 

make war on France and England although he had not fixed 

the date, it might not be po3oiblc for the Government of 

the United States to cut off all supplies to Italy or oi l 

and petrol~ product~ . 

BULLITT 

CSB 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATI .- ( 

TH~ SEC RETARY 
I 

' ·· '. l ,ebrue.ry 7 , 1941. 

Jm.IO~~ FOR THE !'RESI DEI<T 

In response" to your memoran­
dum concerning ~e cable from 
Rome about the situation of 
Italian women and children, 
there is attached a copy of 
the reply sent to Aobaaaador 
Pb1ll1pa . 

I 

( tf 

' 
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HSM 
This te:le:gram must be: 
close:ly paraphrased 
bEforE bEing communi-
cato:d to anyone: . ( SC) 

SEcrEtary of State: , 

Washington, 

167, FEbruary 6, noon. 

Rome: 

Date:d 

REc ' d 

F~:bruary s , 1941 

11:15 a . m. 

ThErE is dEEP concErn ~ppare:nt in Italian circle:s 

•;ith r £gard to thE situation of Italian womm and childrEn 

u1 I talian East Africa now unablE to le:av£ t hE country. 

This fe:ar will pre:sumably bEcome: acute: with advancE of 

British forcEs and probablE nativE uprisings. In thE 

circumstance:s it occt~s to mE that it would b£ in lin£ 

with our tradition and would at thE samE tim£ bE a 

hi ghly important gEsture: for us to makE at this momEnt 

if, acting on my own initiativE and yEt with your appr oval, 

I cou.ld diseuse thE situation at thE ForEign Office: in­

t i mating that WE might be: abl£ to bE of assistancE in 

Evacuating thE wome:n and childrEn. Al rEady I havE hEard 

it said t hat thE JaPanESE might undE rtake: this task. In 

EVEnt that Italian Gove:rnmEnt should we:loomE my suggEstion 

WE should of coursE havE to e:xplorE thE possibility of 

ohartEring a VESsEl i mms:diate:ly availablE in those: watErs. 

PHILLIPS 
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WAA OEPARTMENT 

THE CH IEF OF STAFF 

W ... SHINOTON, 0 . C , 

September 29, 1943 

l!EMORANDUJ.l FOR THE PRESIDENT! 

Attached is the autograph copy, with t rans­
l ation, of the letter from Victor Emmanuel dated Sep­
tember 21. Yoa may recall that t he substance of the 
letter was transmitted by radio at that time . 

The letter was delivered to me by courier 
from General Eisenhower with the request that it be 
t ransmitted to you, 

Ene. 



KR PR.BSIDOO 

I deem it opportune to tJutnit t.o your Excellency in a confi­

dential and personal way certain contJiderations based on the common 

interest of our two countries. 

In my opinion, it ie urg~ntly necessary that 8ll or aa much os 

possible of the territory of Italy be liberated fran the Germane in 

order t.o prevent the operation of the great industries of florthem 

I taly, in spite of the~~~salvee, for the benefit of the enemy, by sup­

plying him llith tanks, airplanes, and motor vehicles ; llithin a f ew 

months, it is possible that wa rship3, including two of our battle­

ships, rcs.y again pl ow the waters of the Mediterranean flying the 

Gennan flag, as the result of the compulsory l abor done in our 

northern shipyards. 

In the meantime, it ia of vital political importance to Ua and 

to You that we reach Rome as eoon as possible. 

On July 25, the Italian People decidedly renounced ita odher­

ence to t he Fasci s t regime, but I think that a new Fascist Govem­

•Pnt, even if illegally est up, could, if it were in possession of 

the Cnpital, seriously hinder our military operations and foment 

civil war with the support of ita &nlled militia units and of a crimi­

nal minority actuated by &elf- interest. 

It is to our common interest that this shall not happen , and 

this can be prevented all the more quickly the sooner I and my 

Govern:ent c&n retum to Raae and our troops can oush toward llorthern 

Italy. 



• 

At present, nzy G<>vernment is exercising civil authority over 

four provinces of Apulia end over Sardinia; i t would bring about 

a remarkable accession of moral and political str ength if roy Gov­

emment were permitted to extend its o~.n jurisdiction over the 

rest of the occupied territory, including Sicily. 

The exercise of civil authority over a considerabl e part of 

t he National t erritory ~~uld make possi ble the political recon­

struction of the country, to be compl eted by the return to the 

parliamentary system, which I have alw~s favored, by giving us. 

a greater choice between statesmen. 

Lastly, I wish to bring to Your Excellency' s personal atten­

tion the important problem of exchange: a handling of this pro'c>­

lem more favorable than that adopted in Sicily would have moral 

a~d political repercussions of incalculable benefit to the common 

cause . 

With the best wishes for our two countries , I beg you, !tlr. 

President, to believe in my profound confidence. 

(Si gned) 

- 2-

VICTOR EJD.WIUEL 

Sept. 21, 1943. 



SIGIIOR PRESIDENT£ 

Ritengo opportune prospettare in via riservata e 
personale a Vostra Eccell eoza alcune consi derazi oni 
inspirate all ' interesse comune dei Nostri Paesi . 

A mio avvi so ~ necessaria ed urgente che tutta 
o la maggior parte possibile del t erritorio Italia_ 
no venga l i berate dai tedeschi ad evitare che le 
grendi i ndustria dell ' Italia settentrionale possano , 
loro malgrado , lavorare in pieno per il nemico for_ 
nendogli carri , aerei , autocarri: in pochi mes i col 
l avoro forzato dei nastri cantier i del nord, parec_ 
chie nevi da guerra, compress due nostre nevi de bat_ 
taglia , potrenna nuovamente solcare il ~editerraneo 
battendo bandi era tedesca . 

. Nel frattempa e di essenziale i mportanza politi_ 
ca per lloi e per Voi raggiungere al piu presto Roma. 

Il popala i taliano i l 25 l uglio si e decisamente 
s tacca to dal passato regi~e , pero i o penso che un nua_ 
vo governo fascists , sia pure illegalment e casti tui to, 
ma i n possesso della Capitale , patrebbe sempre , appog_ 
giandosi su formazioni armata della milizia e sull ' tn_ 
t eressato apparta di una minoranza f acinarosa, astaco_ 
l are seriamente le nastre aperaziani mi li tari e fameo_ 
tare l a guerra civile . 

E' i nteresse comune che questa non avvenga e ci b 

patra tanto piu prontamente evi tarsi quanta piu pre_ 
sto 11 mio Governo ed Io potremo ri tornare a Rome e le 

REGRADED UNCLASslli'l:Eij 



nostre truppe spingerei verso 1'Italia settentrio_ 
nale. 

Attualmente il mio Governo estrci ta 1 poteri 

civili su quattro provinoie delle Puglia e sulla 
Sardegna: esso trarrebbe un notevolissimo rafforza_ 

mento morale e politico nei confron t! del Governo 
illegale del nord , ove gli fosst consenti to di eaten_ 

dere la propri a giurisdizione anche sul rinanente 
territorio occupato , Sicilia compress. 

L' esercizio del potere civile su di una notevo 
le parte del territorio nazionale, consentirebbe,for_ 

nendo una magriore scelta di uomini politici , la r i_ 
costruzione politics del Poese da completarsi col ri_ 

torno al regime pnrlamen tare da me sempre nuspi cato . 

Sottopongo infine nlla personale at tenzione di V2 
sba Eccell enza l ' importantissimo problema del cambio : 
un trattamento piu favorevole di quello adottato in 

Sicilia avrebbe ripercussioni morali e politiche in_ 

calcolabili per la causa comune . , 

REGRADE.D UNCLASSIFIED 
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1r .1. e ' .... n...e. fEB 8 1972 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

November 9, 1943 
IIDOIWIDUX J'OR !Ill PJIE8IDD!' 

I u enoloa1q a OOPJ ot a tel•P• tl'N Barol4 Kaolllllu 

\o Mr. Oharobill ooaeerDiag tbe Ital1aa oonat1tut1oaal or1a1a 

whlob 1n41Gataa that the Pr1•• X1nlater a&f requeat Jour ~1ewa. 

'flth th11 1n ala4 I u enoloa1ng oop1u ot Robert X\ll'phf1 a reoeat 

telegraaa tor Jour oon~enlent retereaoe, a• well aa an exohaac• 

ot telesru• between Mr. Chul'ohlll and Kaolllllu. 

Geaeral lllenhower baa na••t•d t.be folloYlq fOJ"aula llllloll 

baa bHD apprond bJ tbe trar and State Departaa&ti J It tha 11111 

11 auooeutul 1n tora1ng a liberal gonrnaen\, or 1t the J:lng 11 

Wl&uooeutul an4 agree• to abdloate ln ta~or ot hla grandaoa, t.be 

Pr1aoe of lapl•• (wtl.ioh 8tor&a, Orooe, eto., ban ata\ed woull be 

aooeptable) ao problea ar1aea. It, u~er, the 11111 11 Wlnooeea­

tul 1a fOJ"a1DI a broa4-baae4 ro~ernaeat and retuaea to ablloate, 

the Allied KllU&rJ Jl1u1on at Br1n4111 11 taoed Ylth a t1ra\­

elaaa oonat1tut1oD&l or1a1a. General llaenhower baa propoaed 

that, 1D th11 e~eat, thl preaent arran( .. 8Dt Wlth \be J:1D( and 

Ba4o(11o Ylll be pera1tte4 to oont1nue uat1l All1e4 foro•• haYa 

oooup1ed BD••· 

In our op1Dlon, General lleeahower 11 lD the beat poaltlon 

to deal Ylth the a1tuat1on to our a111t&rJ aiYantare. We teel 

that hle Ju4(aeat ehoull praYall. 

Enoloaurea t 
.U atahd. 



Novembor 9 , 1943 , 

M£110RAIIDUN POll 'rHE PRESIDENT 

I aa IMlollBC a .. PJ ot a ,.h .... fPM Barol4 MaoMlllall 

•• Rr, Obarehlll oonooralq \be I\al laD OODI\1\u\lonal orlola 

whloh ta41ea\ol \hat tbo Prlao Mlnl ator aaJ r oquee\ Jour •love . 

Wllh thl• ln •1114 I .. laolo•lna ooploa or Robert MurpbJ'• roooat 

••leer .. • tor r our oonYanlont r•t•r•noo, •• well a1 an exohaagl 

or tolocraao botwooa Mr. Cburohlll and MaoMlllan. 

••••ral &looabovor hal •Y~~••••d \bl tollovtnc ror.ula vbloh 
hal -... appr o•o4 bJ tbo War and State Departaonte: It tbe l lna 

11 ••oo•••tul ln ror.lnc a llboral ro••rna•nt, or lt \h1 l l ng 11 

..... ••••tul an4 11r111 to abdloato ln taYor or hl l 1randaon, tb• 

Pr11101 or laplo• (vbloh sroraa, Orooo, oto., ba•• a\ato4 woUld bo 

IO ... tablo) no pi'Obl o• arlOII. It, MWOYV, ~ 11111 11 WIIUOOOII­

ful ln toralftl a broa4--.oo4 IOYoraaoa\ and retuooo to obdioato, 

lho Allle4 Ml l ltarr Mloolo• at lrln4la1 11 raoo4 Wl\b a tlr••­

olaoo oono t ltutloDOl or1o11. Geaoral l looabowor baa propoaod 

,._,, 1n tbll noat, tho pra•ont arra~•' wl 'h \bo Uq and 

la ... llo wUl be paPal Uo4 to ooaua .. uUl Al llM toraoa han 

oo 1 LQ<l 14 Iloilo. 

In ov oplaloe, ... ONl &loiiiMwlr 11 la tha ._,, poll Uoa 

to 4aal Wltb \bo an-uoa to our •Ul\arJ at•an ..... Wo tool 

\hat b1o J~ont .-oul4 pr~Ya!l. 

r aolo1111'111 
Aa ... , ... 

~ 
lltao. 0.,... ~. l·ll·11 

FEB 8 1972 
By J Sd!ouble 0.0.•--
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!Wxt or •••ease eent b7 tbe Prt.e X1n1ater to Rea14ent 
X1n1ater at All1era 4ate4 Jo• .. ber 3r4. 

yarn 

I .. aure ... r7th1nc oould be aettle4 better 1n !o•• 
but when are n so1nc to get there' Jleanwhlle 1t aena 

to •• 4aftCaroua to aake obans••· Uq V1otor Doooalluel U 

noth1DC to ua and n oertalnl7 do not W1ah to 1Dolll' pol1-

t1oal unpopalar1t7 on h1a aooount, ••••rtheleaa I 1nol1na 

~·•lt to 11aeDbower'a •law •• atate4 ln Jour parasraph 6, 

2. A aot• b7 the Foreign orrtoe tollowa c1•1og aore 

baoql'Ou4, 

Ol i:LASSTfUD ~ lljil 
t J Authority ot 

YJ.fr•au' , /-I:J-72-; pt 1 
Ooto FEB S 1972 • 



. . 
con • 

rollowtac 1a ao\e b7 the ro~elcn orrloe. 

loci••· 

!ba ~leU on~ the Kill& u aow laJ'CelJ clu8 to ltoraa'e 
auooeaa la rallJiDC all \be aoa-lt.c el .. eate .aoacat tho 
aYallallle po11Uo1aae, Wlth the .... Ill\ that a.Aocllo 1a aow 
ll&ablo t o Ia\ aA7 ot th- to ODU~ hle IOYe.--at 00 loac U 
tho nac .--tu. 

e. It tha ltaliau t1114 a aolllt1oD Without .weall q to u 
wo ••at, I aappoee, aooept lt eYeD 1t lt iD•ol•ee the llac' e 
ab41oaUoa and the .. ulns up or la4o&l1o ae JleceDt. We do 
aot want t o be aa441ed wlth llDdue ~eeponelbllitJ ro~ deo141ac 
wbat s o•eraaent Ital7 ie to haYe. It we ha•e to ezp~eae a 
•low, n ehollld be that llftt11 the Qoni'BIIeDt ia .. tabllahod 
1D Roao aad lD ooDtaot wlth the Itallaa people •• a whole 
tho llac and Jadosllo eholl14 toapo~111 o~ oD u at 
,... .. Dt 1D now or pNeeDt 41tt1olllu .. la \be WB7 or ~oa4eD-
1DS tbe Oo'l'era.eDt. 

ll. We ta•o~ tble oo~ .. beoav.ee altho~~&b lto~&a ll1gbt be 
able to b~lac a Dabe~ or ~epNeoatatlYe Ualiaae 1Dto hle 
Go•era.oDt, be blaeelt would be a Ye~ doubttlll qllaD\1\7 ae 
a leade~. lo~ 1• i t likel7 that a Bado&llo Reseno7 would 
laet loa&. Ito~•• ie Jealoua or Bado&llo and wollld probablJ 
t~7 t o 41eo~o41t bla iD orde~ t o put blaeelt 1n ble plaoe, 
DOt neoeee~117 al Regent, but pe~bapl a1 eoae eo~t ot 
Republioan 41otato~. In that oaee the d1apoeeeeeo4 l1n& 
ll11!ht well boooae tbe rall7lac po1Dt tor tbe lloaarobietl, 
both 1D llbe~ated and IU\liborated Ita17. 

4. EYeD 1t lto~&a 41d plaJ tho sue, n · ie 41tt1olllt t o 
bell••• that theee two BOD or poet aad dleoredltod ~•&laee, 
ltor&a and Jado&Uo, Wlll be allovod to hold power to~ Ye~ 
lone, oa oo the J OilDCOr poll U olanl cot looe•t aad there Wlll 
OOOD be loti ot th .. tbiretlBS to~ ottloe aDd powo~ atte~ 
tweDtJ 1•~• or rep~eeeloD. 

D. TbeD the~• le the a111t~7 ollqve wbiob la looklQI to 
tbo PrlDoe or Plodaont. Tbe7 ll1gbt well deo14a to lnte~ene 
oDoe tho llnc had ab41oato4 1n o~dar to p~eYeDt the Go••~n­
•••t or the ooant~ troa dos•••~tln& lnto a et~ucsl• ro~ 
power aaoacet ~l•al polltloal &~oupa. 

D. ID tao\, the ab41oat1on or the nac al&bt .. u opeD tho 
.., to all eo~te or troubleeoao probl .. e troa whloh we ·~· 
aot be alllo to 41aaaaoolate oareolno. 



• 
con 

!oz\ ot a tolopaa 4ato4 lloYoabor 31'4 tro• \ho BriUob 
Roo14oat 11alotor at Aletoro to tbO Pl'1ao 11atotor, 

F 'F 

You Will ••• tro• 07 tolo8f'aa or IOYODbor :11'4 \ho 
4oo1o1oa wbioh .., eooa ooatroat ua. Oa tho aoeuapttoa 
that ov lDtol'YODUoa ~·• HOOII&I"J I WHtoH put 
torw&l'4 tor JOUI' ooaet4oratioD tollowta& pointe, 

I, ftlo .,..-ato tn taYolll' ot bl'1JIC111C about w 11DC'• 
ab4ioa\1on aa4 fol'alftl at onoo a bl'Oa4l.r:-baeo4 aoYoraaon\ 
aPo obY1owo aa4 auraou ..... hob a ooll.l'IO woull bo tn ber­
DODJ wttll baeto war purpoooo or \ho Allloe aad tbotr latoot 
4of1D1tioD at loeoow. Bl'itiob and Aaorloan publ1o opinioD 
would bo CHt1t1o4. 

ll, ftlo .,.....ato a&a1Ut 01'01 lloWOYir, DOt DO&l1&1blo, 
Wo an not evo that all Ital7 w111 oharo knDWD Yiowo or 
tatollootualo or laploe and all oao4 Ytowo or loadol'O 1n 
lloao. Wo 4o not lulow what w111 bo \ho ottoot oa Itallaa 
al'a7 an4 etill aoro taportaat I talian tloot wbloh 11 aaata 
WOI'Itlftl woll both at ooa an4 oa olloro, tn ov 1Dtorou. Wo 
oaDDO\ an••• Heu.Uo o• Italian 41pl-U all onr tllo world 
or oa aorohaftt ooaaoa 1D 41tfoHnt looalt Uoo, It •• oal'O 

to wo oould bop \bo nne tn hto oaall oaolan roUD4 Br1841o1 
and a4Dta1etor tllo oo.at1'7 qut\o ottioioatl.r: un4or 0oDD11o1oD 
&Dd with oporattoDal AMGOt. Wo haYo quito oaouall ott1oore 
tor thto purpoeo, 

•· !boN to a fl&l'tllor arc-on\ 1D taYour or 4ola7 and ••­
oovaatnr Batoalio and tbo unr to oal'l'7 oa ,.,. a UD1h4 
porto4. !'bo Al11o4 eo-tutoa tOl' I\al7 to Jut about to 
- toto bo1ftl, Io \hero aot a 4aDCor that Raut&DI aJI4 
otbor &oYorDDento loee oz\onoiYol.r: inYolYo4 w111 tool that 
wo haYo ~on a dooieton on a Yital point Wi thout wa1t1nc tor 
\be 0oDD1eoton to aoot an4 doltboratot •• tile arc-onto 1n 
taYour or ono oouroo or w otbor oro Yer.r: oYoul.r: baluoo4 
1\ .., bo to our ult1Da\o 1ntoroot to pootpoao 4oo1o1oa until 
\ho 0-1oe1on OOD aoot , We With aD 070 DOt oD17 llPOD 
Ital1aD quoot1oae but upoa aa1DtoDaDO• or \llo pr1Do1plo \hat 
o1a1lar quoettono tn other oouatrtoo Ohall bo oottlo4 b7 tho 
All1oo ae a wholo , that aa.r: bo YOl'J taportant tor uo 1D 
tuturo. 

11, I natura to oubalt thaeo point• tor .r:our tllouallt. 117 
uta otl'llUl• llo ... to to ooouro \hat 4oo1o1on ahall bo taken 
b.r: BrtUall &D4 Aaer100D OoYor••••• at \ho bl&lloot lOYal. 
It to too oortouo a uttar t or ODJOIIO ouopt .r:ou and tbo 
Pl'oo14ont. 

DICLASS IPUD b ........ ~ 
0r t ter 1-/.1-7.2._ 

•.r: ~/ nato EB 8 19n 
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!oat or a tolocr .. 4ate4 lo• .. b•r ~ eoat b7 \be Brltleb 

leel4ont llnletor at Alllore to tbe rorol~n Ottloo, 

hnoral .. eon KaotarlaJie report• tbat la4ofl1o 1n oon­

Yeraatlon Oft loY .. bOr ln4 abo..& Jreat 4opreee1oD at tbo 

preeoat en .. uoa, Be etato4 tbat bo ba4 a4•1ee4 tho UJIC 

not to co to lapl .. an4 \bet lae ba4 not lulown tbat tbo llJIC 
ha4 4oo14e4 to 4o eo 1111t1l General .. otarlane ba4 toll b1a, 

I, In Ba4oal1o1 • oonel4era4 op1D10D thoro wu no eolutlon 

to tbo proeoat 41tt1oalt7 without tbo 11na'• ab41oatlon. 

lol tbor ltorr.all)r Orooe nor probabl7 Ro41no wou14 ba•• anr 

Wac to 4o wUb tbo lliiC• It wa• llllllltel7 \bat eltbor 

Porc1o or lloola woa14 ooneut to taka ottloo un4er tho llJIC 

an4 lt tho7 414 lltoru and b1e follower• woa14 probabl7 aalto 

eerloue trouble, 

~. Ba4oll1o abowo4 General .. otarlane a oop7 or a letter 

4ato4 Ootober 24th la wb1ob be tol4 tbe lliiC 4ef1Dltol7 \bat 

lt woa14 be 18poee1blo to tor. a reproeoatatl.a coYerl\8oat 

llllleee tbe l1ac ab41oato4, Ba4ocl1o acroo4 with General 

K&otarlan•'• wiow tbat the 1:1~~& woa14 probablJ rotura troa 

lopleo baYlJIC aoooapl1abo4 notb1na lUI4 tbat we eboa14 tbon be 

oolltroato4 b7 a Ututloa whlob ooa14 oal7 be 4ealt wltb b7 
tbe oarllaet pote1blo ab41oatloa or tbe llJIC. 

4, B~lo a .. uro4 General llaotarlaao tbat be woa14 aoan­

wb1le 4o b1• beet lotallJ, 1n aooor4anoo with araletleo terou, 

to oarrt on a4aln1etratlon aa4 preeeryo order, but lt tblace 

went on ae tbe7 wore be wou14 ob91ouel7 bo ln a ••rt 41tt1oult 

poeltlon an4 ooa14 onl7 be eapeoto4 to oarr, on tble W&7 ae a 
nr, teapot-art eape41oat, 

II, General llaotarlane o-nte \bat tbe 0al7 poll Uoal 

oraanl&atlon or aa7 ooaeequenoe now ln bela& ln 11berate4 

loutborn Ital7 1e tbo &roiiP aroQil4 Orooe an4 ltoru, 1 t 1e 

poeelblo but UAllltolJ tbat tba orlontat1on or Roaaa &rolll'• 

41tter eubetanUallJ troa tbat or llaplee croup but tbat 1A 

an7 oaeo lllll••• we .. t to Ro•• eooner tban appeare probable, 

lt le roall7 oal7 tbe laploe group wbo oan be oone14ore4 at 

tbe aoaoat. Be4ocUo bae trlo4 an4 falle4 oa aoooWit or tbo 

lliiC to 1a1n tbolr 811PJ10rt, It 1e Qllllltelt \bat the Una 

will ban ""' cr•ater euoo•••· 

II, General •otarlano (wor4e un4oo7)lberable ) lt tbo llaa 

tall• witb tbo laploe croup tbat be .., aot recar4 tb1e ao 
tlnal teet aa4 tbat lt .., require oonel4orable pre••~ to 

aalte b18 ab41oate ae be wlll 4oubtl••• quote Bonoa1 1 e ••••as• 
to Ba4ocllo troa lloa• e\at111f tbat bo wae willl.JW to paru­
olpoto 1a aa a4ala1etrot1on UD4or tbo orow• aal will arsu• 
tbat be OaMOt bo etaapeao4 b7 a aall proportloa or bte people 

wb11e eo aan7 or tb .. are Qllable to oapro .. tbolr oplalon. 

'1, Geaoral .. otarlane'• oone14ara4 •low 1• \bat tbe b .. t 

lntoreete or tho llllo• will be eerye4 b7 tba ~•al or tbo 

lliiC an4 tho .. tablte .. oat or a r•••ot la ta•our or b1• 

,ran4aon e1noo tbe preeent 11a& le DOt OalJ a reat obetaole 
to tbe toraat1oa or a reproeeatatlYe Oo•eraaea but 1• eo oll 

an4 at tlMe ao auc14le-bea4o4 tbat ba woa14 be bettor out or 

the ..,, hneral .. otarlano tberotore oone14ore that wb11e 

not 1ntorna1"1 we eboul4 4o notb1n1 to prnent preeent Qll­

eat1etaotor, e1tuat1oa troa ooalJIC to a bad • 
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CAr.l 
This t clE ~ rnm must be 
closEly p:. r ::phr csEd bE­
forE bEing co.m~unic~ttd 
to en yon£ • ( SC) 

SEcrEtar y of State 

"l'lsh1nt: ton 

;:osT " .EJI.~n: 

1881 , .~ovcmber 1 , 5 p . :n . 

-ii?E. FRQ.l !IU R?HY 

.\lgiers 

D'lted tlovember 1 , 1943 

Rcc •d 2 : 39a . m., 2nd 

In viEW of the ,Ulicd agrEEmEnt tha t the tr:1nsfcr 

of sovereignty nEEd not wr.1 t arrival in nome but will 

be Eff ec ted ns soon a s circumstanc es permit , the 

Kine and E\,1 dog11o re solvEd to proc EEd n t onc E to 

form ~ brond er b~s e for thE govErnment . ThE Brindisi 

.:ld;ninls tr~ tion has b ecome incre .. s1ng1y cautious of 

thE activities of the politicc1 g rOUlJS in l'nples n nd 

Rome . 'lhr.y h"vE also cstnbl ishcd s ec r Et r ndio 

COl!JJIUnic .; tion with the six ;>Crt1Es i n RomE . ,\ 

rec ent mEssr,te fro'll the l'ltte r si@'led Rono:nl 

(Democr~zi~ dEl L'lvoro) indic~ted t ho t thE rtoce 

rtprt stntacivcs of th e pc.rtits h t1 VE not bt t r• prept'.rEd 

to serve in n governmEnt under c. military lE'ld t r such 

as B::do ~io but "oulJ bE prepared to nsai::t in thE 

!'onn?.tion of r.. gov rnmcut un ... tr thE Crowr •• It is 

noteworthy tha t 1r• r efE •·ence to thE Crown no specific 

_,. "'*" reference is 
... Do,&. L«IW, loll•fi 

tn'ld£ to the present .(int; . ll'ldoglio 

!'f.'ll'S th'lt 
., .~.~~ .... ~ .. o.'" FEB 8 1972 
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- 2- 16131 , llovcmber 1 , 5 p .~ . , from ,,lgiers 

ft :lrs th., t trc Bonomi g roup is orgnnizin£: a shndow 

gove r nmen t in Rorne whl.oh migh t b e set up b efor e the 

c. z•riv'll of t h e ,,llics . 

'lhc tl~pl es group und er the 1 cndcrsh1p of 

3en c·l eto Croce md C'lrlos F'orza o.ll refuse to pnr­

tic.l.patE in the Bndoglio novert men t n s long ns the 

King rema ins . 'lhey propo sE the nbdication of the 

King i n f 1vo.r of the ?rincc of llnp1Es , who is now 

in Switzerlaud nnJ the "PPOintmcn t of Bo.doglio ns 

Regen t . It is obvious from our recent oov ersatlons 

i n Naples th·\t ..lforza is being iJUshtd forwc.rd a s 

Prime L! ini ster . 

Sforza 'lnd the lillples g roup agre e thc. t th ere 

can b e no ques tion of establishing a republic in 

I t aly before the entire country i s free t o participate 

in gcncr~l elections ev en if it should be poss ible 

a t t ha t tim£ . Your 198d , Oc tobe r 27 , ll p . m. 

Leo,>oldo .' i c ca rdi joined th e Aadogl to Govern~ 

mcnt in Prindisi nbout tm d'lys go cfter a sojourn 

in !lnples wh ere h£ was in contnc t with the Commi tte e 

of N::. tlon'll LlbEt''lt.lon . B'l<loc.lio leans on h.l.m heavily 

in m~tters conc crnln~ economics und indus try • 

• · icc~rdi is ., I .voroble •..nd useful clcmm t . 

B·dotrlio 'lbout Jc tobcr 22 wr•oct n letter to the 

King invitin~:, ~h e l 'l tter • s a ttentlot• to the position 

t:lken 



- 3 - 1881 , Uovrrnbt r l , 5 p •. ~ ., from :.lg i Ers 

t :lkEn b y Sf orza 'lnd Naplts group . AcqunronE is dis­

cussine, this m(l.ttEr '"ith our ..,rindisi Mission as 

wEll a s w1 th Sforzr. i nt ErprEtEd this lrtttr as on 

Effo rt on th£ p~rt of Badoglio t o induc t tht King 

to abdi c'ot t . ;,cqunronE l 'l t t r proc t tdEd to NaplEs 

for thE purpos E of c 'lnvassins thE politicr. l ptrson­

o.ll t1 Es thcrt 1n thE King's bthD.lf . 'lht Nr.pl Es 

group includEs inuividuals only of rtBionnl irnport­

o.ncr somE of whom mit~h t scrv£ ns usrful tcchnicinns 

in thE govErnrnmt. :,t prtsmt thEy ~rt t okin thr1 r 

d1rtctivts f rom Sfo r za nnd Croct . 

I n our rEc Ent cOP1!troa tion s wi th Bodogl1o , 

h e w~ s C(l. ttgoric in his otatEmtn ts thn t hE could 

not bE o pa rty to any rnovEmcnt to force out thc King 

EV En lf a REgEncy is ts t obl ishcd . HE c sktd Mactn rlanE 

if i n a communica tion h t proposed t o sEnd to bonomi 

i n ROme ht coul<l i ncludE a s tntrrncnt th::t ~:h E ;,111 cs 

do no t f~ vor ~y chun~ ts i n thE form of govErnmEnt nt 

this port1cul :•r j unction . Ht wc s rEftrrf:d to thc 

public pronouncemEnts mnd t by thE amtric:m and 

3 ri Lish Oovr. ~nmEnts and t h E impor tr.r.cc which thEy 

~ ttach to the tfforts of uriving ou t tht Ocrmnna . 

!I t 1?111 show the t cx t of h.1. s tv tn tua l r t ply to thE 

rnlssion b eforE its d£S!)ntch . lhdoglio sniJ thn t 

hE VI'J. S l oyal to the 1\ing -..na would rtfuse to co­

op cru tc with the llnpl ts and Rome groups i f thty 



- 4- 1881 , November 1 , 5 ;> . m. , fro:n algic rs 

forc ed t he King • s :~bdicr. tion . HE s"'id th "t he wou1J 

urge thE formn t.t.on of :~.n adminis tration for nn tion t~ l 

uni ty for thE avow Ed sin,- 1E purposE of cxpEllint, the 

Gcmans~ . FallinB this , hE would rESiEn :md ltnve 

somE politician to :~ssumt his dutie s . 

Not·.•1ithstan..U.ng B·.dosJ.io •s avowals , I bElieve th'lt 

:m undErs t!1n.Jing Ex ists br.tw£En B !doglio :md Sforza 

looking to the nbdicc.tlon of thE King ·:nd the 

establishment of B· doglio :IS lEe;Ent for thE .?rinct 

of N:lpl ES , 

B:1.dogl io vlslttd Sfor:c:n :mtl Croce at N~1Es on 

October 31. HE i:rrllEdi 'ltEly therEaftEr advis ed 

i4acl?"'rl a.nc th~ t Sforza refused to cckt pa rt in thE 

government if thE Kl llF rtmnlnEd . Sforza urcEd th!lt 

the King A.bdic:~te in fwor of cht i'rincc of :tnplEs 

e nd also ur~Ed thE :lppointmcnt of B:~dopllo ns rtEgcnt . 

CrocE was in ent ire nccord . 5Adogl io rlso lntcr­

vlEwEJ Rodino of the Chrlstinn ~Emocrutton P:~rty . 

'!hE l n t tt r mnintni ned th!'t he would not porticipn tt 

in t h e government Ul•lcss Crcct , Sforza , Orl"'ndo or 

lli:nn.u1d1 were included ns Orl·mao is in Rome and 

lEn' .ulji in Swl t z e rl ::.d . 'lhis m E!lns Sforzn 'lnd/or 

Croce . 

b~dogllo 1 s oor cluslor. now is th·.1t. r.o pol l tlclll 

government co.n now bE f ormed without Yorz"' stating 

that thE 



- 5- 1881 , NoV EmbEr 1 , 5 l , m., from •llgi Ers . 

th(: t thE l e ttE r h:-td bEcomE clwrly c. symbol 

a r oun d \'/hi ch t hE six p:1r ti ES could r a l ly . i.cco rdin l• 

to 3 udogl1o h E woul d bE un•.bl E to fulfill without 

t h Em thE pr omisE h£ mnd E to thE ;,111 E s t o fo nn n 

bro aa b a s E GovErnmEnt . ThErEfO r £ , B~doglio propo s Es 

to in form thE King of this situation and t EndEr his 

rEsigna tion , rEcomJnEnding thh t t h E Ki n e:: nsk Sforzn 

to fo nn govErnmEnt . B1doglio talu s thE p o s ition 

that Sf o r z.a and th E LibEr!ll s mus t pErsua dE thE 

Kins t o nbdic:lt E. HE :lS o. sol d iEr would not tak E 

t his stEp . I.f thi s a ction is tab. En n pproprin t£ly , 

Bndoglio now s tat Es t h:. t h E would a ccEp t t hE RE g Ency . 

BEfOrE rEturning to .uri ndisi Nov EmbEr 1 , 

B·, dOglio plc.nn Ed to SEE DE lHcolu on thE EVEnin g of 

Octob Er 31 , but h E d id not anticipa tE this intrrviEw 

wouid ch~nF E anything , 

It appE·!rs t hE rEfo rE th'lt o u r mission is f c c Ed 

wi th a f c. l rly i mportant cotlo t 1 tutionnl crisis . In 

d£!lline, with it our first consi t.! Er n tiotl wi ll b£ 

:n:~inc m ::mc E of ord Er nnd t h E a rntl S tic E. \'IE consi J Er 

it import ·~n t !'or !)Ur;lO SE of :·. rn\1 a tic£ t hn t B•:dot lio 

rE:nu l n n t 1 c.s t ··s Rq ;Eut , Both Sforz ~ n nd CrocE 

a dm i t 3 .dol'lio ' s pr£st1, E i n thE c oun r~( and w 1 th 

thE t~ nny 



.. 

- 6- 1081 , novembEr l , 5 p·. m., from :1lgitrs . 

thE n rmy 'lnd n.ssErt th:lt his rEtEntion c. s RegEnt 

will be :<pj)rovcd by anti- F.,scist ElEmEnts in nortbrrn 

Italy . 

Planning for transfEr of ,\.'.!GOT territory to Itulinn 

ad:ninistr ntion continues . l.llitd Control Corr.mission 

for Itu.ly will b E Estnbli sh t d abou t Nov EmbEr 10 

ur.d rr :: directive which will bt issued sho rtly . 

SEnt to ;)Ep . rtmrn t rEp E:: ted t o LOndon ; 

iJ,adrid , Lisbon tUJd tioaoow. 

'iii LEY 

H'Th! 



sea 
Thi s trlcrr~m must be 
c losely p rti phr•letd be­
forE be in oornmunio a tEd 
to .~7onr. , (SC) 

Storctr.r·y of StatE , 

.Vash1n•_ ton . 

;iOS't I. ,;..t:DI.\ TE 

1891, HovcrnbEr 2, 2 p . m. 

Algiers 

DstEd l!ovcrnbcr 2, 1943 , 

REo 1d 7 :24 p , m, 

Our military (FROM .ruRPHY) m13c1on in Brindis i 

telegraphs as follows Novemb Er l , 

Badoglio i ntends to sec the .<Ctnr todoy ond inform 

him that he finds it i mpossiblE under present o i r -

oumsto.noes to form a r eprcs~nt~t ivc ont i-?~soist Govern-

mcnt r Epresenting ex isting politlo 1l psrti ca . He 

therefore tenders h i s resignati on, Bedoglio will re ­

commEnd thnt th e Ki ng summon Sfor:.:.11 who, in Badoglio 1 s 

opinion, is thE only person prese ntly ava i lable to 

whom 311 the p:.rtics will rally. 

our mias i on ha s a s ked Badoglio ora lly to cxplo l n to 

thr KinG tr~t thE alliES don 1 t wish to interfere 

wi th oonotitutionul prso t iuc provtrlr.d : (one ) t hot 

Badogli .:> rrr::a in in officE as effective hcod of the 

gove rnment until the QEW povernmE nt ls ready t o take 

over S'ld (two) th:tt there be close -:.ocord wi th the 

Allie s tn •ll <Jtcpo taken to inaurc thr mointcoonoc of 

order ~nd tba t the prov i sions of ~rml stioe ar t 

rrsprotrd , 



• 
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- 2 - l f'91 , Novtntnr 2, 2 p .m., fr o • •. l (! ltrs , 

r t s 1>ECtt , 

In • ntblltt;urnt tclr l!r un d l tE ' .,ovrl1i> Er 2 t ar l y 

our miss lon rc por t Ed th~ t l ~ tE NOVtmbcr l the King 

r Eo£ l vtll REbE r 'l nd MoF·1 rl:inc :1nd Coco t o nnd i nformtd 

thEm t hat . ..1 docl1o hod rEportEd hin inabili ty t o form 

'l bro :d b 1 s~n government bEo:tus·: lhE liuplcs group 

wou l d not collobor•l tE "with thE .. t·ushn l 11 , ThE King 

sold t .c •. ·~forr th J t hc wi shEs to ,.o t o X!!p lEs on 

NOVE!~bEr 3 for thE purpos E of dl.scues lng thE s i tuation 

with SforzJ. 1 Croc E, Rodino and o thE r c , ThE Ki ng 

npputntly is conv incEd tb::t t thE .!'!plE s group would 

not obEy . sum~ons to comE to Brin• lsi but hopcs thnt 

thcy w1ll not r t fusc to SEE h i m in .splEs , 

This 1s fur ther EVidcncc th1t the King doEo no t 

un~tr?t o (his s itu~tion or rcfus i s to ldmit th :1 t 

hE hims E 1..:' l ~ thE ob~ too l E to t h£ f " rm:lt i on of a 

brO ld :> St' f:O''Ernmtnt , ·.rE h <VE informed OUr miss i On 

th" t thErE is no objcotbn Lo t hE , ing 1 a p rocE Eding to 

thplr s , i.lut t ~1o t it would be b r ttcr if .!'l c ForlunE 

or ot.1Er ~EmbErs of thE mission •li<'i not {rt:pc'lt not) 

uooomp ny h1m s propos ed by i·bc · r l~ nc , GrnEr'll 

.\ltT.ln.:l£1 b. s no ob j Ection from his , o1nt of v1EI'J to 

proposE~ v1slt to ~nplt n . 

SEnt .')~j..c rtt1Ent rcpE ~ trd !d:ldrlt4 l.cndon i~osoow . 

' iiL~Y 

HTii 



G~P 
'I'hi:. tolograo must bo 
closely p~cphrased be­
fore boinc communicat od 
to o.n ;rono , ( SC l 

Sec;:-ctc.ry of State 

1898, :·ovenbor 2 , 8 p . m. 

as : .t FRo:: !w.tP!:iY. 

Jl.l··iors 

:·ov\ll!tber 2 , 1943 

Cott!'lt Sfor zc. sent rtacFc.rlc.no a letter October :.il 

or-clos ine two docu.'llonts regc.rdit~~ tho ostabli:.llll~ent 

of a rc:;onoy. S!'orzc. so.id both h::.d been dravm by c. 

distinsuishod jurist , Tho first presented a leco.l 

o.rpunor.t ohowint; v1hy tho strict pl'Ovisions of tho 

"stc.tu:>.l 11 ohould bo supcrsedcC:. to :toet existing 

state of no.tiono.l enorgency. Tho second is o. d raft 

' 
doclarntion of nbdicnt1on which 1'/0Ul<i apparently in 

due course uo subl:!itto<l to tho E:b:; !'or !lis signc.ture 

spoc::.r.:cc.lly nlll:lillC l:ing• s {;ran<\s o.1 as :a:l£1 and r:c.rs·~.-.1 

B~.do~lio as ro~ent . It c.lso lncludoa a ronuncic.tion 

by tho Crown rrinc o of his riGhts , 

!i1 ·.cl:nowledg.nc those ; .... c:·~ rlo.ne infor1 :ed 

Sfcl'ZO. thoro woulC: doubt l ess bo r n O;:Jportuni ty in nonr 

future for discusslnc tho importc.nt matters raised 

r:hic:1 cloarl:r --:ould noed to be consicored in oomo:ton 

nooorC: with o.l l ooncornod end r;ith duo resr:rd for tho 

~ 
... »o,t. Lot,.,, 1·11·72 requirement~ 

FEB 8 1972 !If J . Scboublo 0.14, __ _ 



- 2 - 1898, Novombor 2 , 8 p . n ., . .'ron ,\l:ivr~ . 

requirements of tho situation . 

s.ror::n r emains in llnplo:J end yostord~y t':l.th 

Croeo not c group o.l:' Alliod journ:-.lists to whom they 

r epented .frooly e nd f'rnnlcly th. ir viows o.o nlroo.dy 

cxplr.inod to us . 

:lopoo. tod to London, lladl'id nntl Lisbon f or 

inf'or1.u:. ti on . 

RR 

' 



.. 0 0 0 

LC 
This tolccr m "ust be 
clo&e!y p. r r .. rr ~<.d be ­
fore:. bci •. t; col!".r.:un~c ted 

t<' • n"yOI'C. . (~C ) 

~ccr.Lrr• of ~trto , 

\ic. oh1 .ct o . • 

/.1:.;1 rs 

D t<d loOV<.VIl.)f.l' 4 1 1943 

R•.c 'd 6 : lf. r . . m. St.1 . 

1 l)l8, Hovr.i·bc.r 4 , n1dni( h t . 

1.0 \!Jil tol"::rr'"~ ·:!.T 77 of I/l)v<.:.tb l ' ;:; Lo t,,o C=bint.<l 

Chitfs or Str rr in 11ube t• nee. s\. t, r, t~1· t '.inc is in .I ;1..::: 

todty 'ttomt tlnr, to !lc..r::.u C(. t,) C ."r!JJL:; croU, to _lOin hit. 

Govc.rrn~·.r.t . :;itl,•.r• .tH. 11111 oucc<.r.d or l".t. 1 '21 bo n<.t b~· 

t"<lc.il• rc.lno. 1 tt , .·tic!'>' t, .lr. ':o~· Gov rLrcnt ur loss ho 

bd1c: tt.s tnd tl:c. Crown Prince;, rc.ncuncc.t h, s r t:l·t in 

Sl-ould lte !IUCCO cl 11. f'o=inc, • Gov .. I'T':'wnt no 1:-_:,u,di~h 

he. fril •n' co. t tho "l·or~srl for rbdic•timl th~rc. will 

:- l eo bt. no ocnr ~. o. r,r .. 11 it.c1 i.;torv .. ntJ o: . . 

i'c ~Jc..d to oht. u1 t:.'- ' rttc.o.n• t ... oa oi: l.i.b<.r'l .. 1,,:,: tz 

.::I r\&EiiPitD -
-Dept. Lott.r. l·ll·12 i1: Hr.•. ·.•it! 

~~y J . s-~o~o n... FEB 8 19n 
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· 2 · ;71916, l~ovombcr 4 , midnight , from /•lCl '-1':1 

in }111<- r.it 1 st t d •. lli<.d . o l ic;r . Thc.r<.for<. IIDlc.o:; 

ir.st r uct ic:-no tn t.\<. contrr r . r c. l'<.cc.1 \ c.d it i:J ;>r o"lorc.d 

in tl:<. 1 t r c. vc.r. t to contluuc. Lh" prt.~c.n t r rr.nc<.:::<.nto 

unt :!. l \tv rc: ch Ro ..• c. . '.'h;. ~ lt<.rn tivc. \'IOttld be t o stllll\-

l ·tc.. the.. !'inc 1!1 r bdio•Lion ru1ultin(; i n : co:-lit~on OC'\ t.r n ­

mc.nt .c.: t: .c. c.::L b:'.ili:u· •. n t of B~ dC'~lio - !l rc.ccnt for the 

Inciuc.n t to thr. fonco1nc r: cl!ill:t• i!; t-.1<.,1·~. hir.~ 

to tht. :'r-ic:;., ·:1 lStvr ~n 'rl"~lillc•tion of tl1u fOl'cfOill'j 

The. for ·ult• propooud b~· :;rqr-z r r;iti. llhlcl: I boli-.vc. 

A • • ~ -t:. "'J'r\A-

l. :; lr full r cooru il o sfi l!e. L ' dc.si r rbl<. oolutlon 

w1t1.ch ~ht.; U. S ... . i.C n<.c<..ss,.. ry ,.it:ht ~ ... 11 .Jup:--ort . Th" 

dop: rturv of tl!c. Kinr, sl o:.~ld net :-uv-.r::H 1; : ff~oct thu 

mil H ry d'fort "lid t: ... llb~r·li;;rt._cn 01' t:·.t. It:·lirn 

Gov<.rt .r.tcnt Ehould if rnyL.·lng r1.d j t . 

Th ... x·<- "r<. of cc <1"<<. • zr .. -.":!b• l' cf prrcticcl consider -

rtiono . .'l'inr,j'll., •mo; r; ~h~.s., ·r .. t: ... co·:o ·,d of t! ... 

It~li n r.yc, !ore,:· , t' o · r ·t~o:. of the. por t o rnd 

CO: .. \ C lC t:..o. 3 1 t ~ .t : 1 tr' n:.f r or Ilr lirn Lvl"l'ltor:r 

or thCJ c.:vili .n It 1 :1 t: .. Jr .. utr ~ t ... <o~1 • nc tl".•, ttl tude 

,!)c.racn •• 1 'br o·d . 



·-.. 

InfOl·nr Uon l't{' rdJ.l (, thG sic;nin, of tl G le>nt: tvi'r. 

cr:-;Ls~.ico doc.W..c l•t h." ;,.,, cl<•sc.l:- ld -r It.·ly . !1 

Si'or.r do,..:~ forn ti· .... uc..w govc..rnm •• nt it will be nc..cc.;:.::J~r~· 

t o in.!" om ,1.1. ~ o: th ... dut:-! ls of t.\. ..... t.t.r: a :-t,d to i!"'sizt 

011 l,i., "CC•.:-trncc. e>f tl c.. oblic;•t.inn:J of the.. r1•nisticc 

tvr .. iS . 

· .. rs 
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