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PAP 
This t ElEgram must bE 
closEly paraphrasEd bE ­
f orE bEing ~t ommunicatEd 
to anyonE , l A) 

SECr Etar y of StatE 

Wash ington 

~254 , August 25 , 7 p .m. 

LONDON 

DatEd ·August 25, 1939 

REc 1d 2 :50 p .m. 

REGRADED 
UN CLi· ~ 31FlED 

ThE Turkish CllargE d ' AffairEs Mr . Kadri Rizan has in-

f ormEd thE Em;mssy i n confidEncE t hat hE has rEcEiVEd following 

circumstantial information rEgarding SECr Et annrxEs of thE 

GErman-SoviE t pact which crunE from t r ustworth y sourcEs but 

which naturally hE statEs with "complEtE r Es ErvE": 

(onE ) Russia is givEn a frEE hand against Japan i n thE 

Far East , 

(two) ProbablE partition of Poland and rEcognition of 

thE spEcial int ErE sts of Sovi Et Russ i a in thE Bal tic statE s: 

in EffEct a r Eturn to thE Russian- GErman bordEr of 1914 . 

( thrEE) TErritorial advantagEs to TurkEy a t thE EX­

pEnSE of Bulgo.ria and o. kind of subp,rottctorat E-. for TurkEy 

ovEr whatEvEr is lEft of Bul garia . 

(four) Division of t hE Balkans into sphErEs of in­

f l uEncE brtwEEn GErmany and Russia , thE GErman sphErE t o 

incl udE Hungary , Yugoslavia , and GrEEcE, thE Russian sphErE 

Rumani a and Bulgaria , 

Any 
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Any so - callEd information rEgarding sEcrEt annEXES t o 

t hE GErmo.n- 1\J.ssiun agrE EmEnt i s purEly spEcul at i vE, 

NEit hEr thE ForEign OfficE nor d i plomatic circl Es 

hOWEVEr, bEliEVE for onE minutE t hat GErmany d i d no t givE 

Russ i a somEthing much morE substantial than anything that 

appEars in thE tErms of thE publi c agrEEmEnt , ThE supposi­

tion abovE ontlim:d by thE Turki sh ChargE d• AffairEs gi vEs a 

fairly r Epr EsEntat ivE cons Ensus of this spEcul ativE opinion, 

A ForE ign OfficE official statEd thi s mor ning that thEy had 

rE cEivEd s i milar circumstantial infonna t ion to that SE t out 

in points (onE) and ( two ) abovE , 

KENNEDY 

CSB 
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NC 

SecrEtary of StatE 

WC10h1ng ton 

TRIPLE PRIORITY. 

12591 August 251 8 p. m. 

GRAY 

LONDON 

I 

DatEd August 251 1939 

REO 1d 2 p . m. 

S'i1RI9TM eo!IFiBElfll?I :IJ:, FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE , 

My 1243 Augunt 2f> , 1 p . m. I ~v£ just seen Cadogan 

who told l.IE hE r:ould 1£t ME lmo;t at homE within thE 

nExt couplE of hours \/hat hE could of HEndErson' s rEport . 

, ..-" 
I 

HE did tEll mE , howEvEr , thnt thEy havE rECEiVEd a 

mEssage from Beck by which BEck givEs thE assura ncE that EVEn 

if Danzi g or.ou1d attEmpt to bEcomE p~t of thE REich, Poland 

v:ould not attEmpt mili tary mEasures until thEy had discussEd 

thE situation vti th th£ Brit i sh GovErnmEnt . 

KEiWEDY 

CSB 

j 



NO 
This tElE gram must bE 
closely paraphrased 
btf'or£ b£ 1ng c onununica tEd 
to anyonE • {D) 

SecrEtary of' StatE 

Washington 

RUSH 

1262, A•1gus t 25 , midnight. 

LONDON 

DatEd August 25, 1939 

R£c 1d 8 :15 p . m. 

I hove just bE En ::~ t 10 Downing StrEEt wi th PrimE L!1nis ­

tEr Halifax, Oc do~o.n , and Horace 'Hilson . Th£y hllv£ dis­

cu:~scd with mE th£ HEndt r son inttr viEw . 

Hi t l rr accrllEd calm and earnEst . .II£ pointed out thc. t 

hE always wantEd a dea l with Orr at Britain but h£ was not 

dEtErrEd by l}rtct Brit11in 1 s actions of' ytstrrdoy . H£ •tos 

indignant w~th t~£ Poles for thEir prr:~Ecutiono of hia 

pEoplE , fir1ns on c. 1rpla nEs , £t ccttro , c.nd if thEy s a i d 

they did not , it ohowed thry hod no control ovEr thEir 

subordina tta . HE \'IUS going to hovr hia rights in Po).ond 

EVEn if it 11r.ont a grtat war , from 1~l"ich England would 

suffEr much .nor£ than GE:rmany . Ht now bad Russia to back 

him up with s uppliEs and th£r£fOr£ h£ could go on. 

I f , howtvtr , h£ could gtt straightened out i r. this 

Polish busim:ss hE v.10uld lll!lkE a de:sl with England ti'-St 

would guarant££ th£ Sri tisb Empire forevE r . HE would 

limit ormcmtnts end t h En GErmany and England ooutd procEEd 

to tconomic oatisfaction. HEnderson kEpt pointing out that 

England 
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Engl and coul d no t make: nny de::-.1 thnt the: PolEs d id not 

wont , and HitlEr sc. i d hE did not want Engl and t o brEa k hEr 

wor d a nd i n thE ne:xt br e:oth sa i d tha t Poland h od no futur e: 

anyway be:cuus e: Russia and Ge:r mo.ny r1ould s EttlE Polc.nd , This 

lost re:m.:~rk wr.s said to He:nde:rson but ,·,as lEft out of rEport 

of me:e:t i ng 11hich Hi t lEr se:nt t o HEndEr son aftEr the: mEEting 

which purportEd to be: thE g i s t of the: convErsa tion. Hitle:r 

urge:d He:nde:roon to fly home: to pe:rsuo.de: Br i t ain t o r. cce:pt 

his propooi tion nhich 1\03 : 

One; , Th .. "l t Polt'.nd ndjust hE r d). ffe:re:nce:o •.11th Ge: r mnny 

c. t once: , Tno , Englc.nd ogre:e: nnd urge: t hi:J and in r Eturn 

Ge: rmt.ny 110uld ngrEe: to r e::lpEct c.nd e:ve:n fight to prE s Erve: 

the: Br i t ish Empire: , 

TbrEE . R1 t l e:r wo ul d limit nr mc l11£ nts , go or.ck to 

pEacEful pursuits , end be:come: on crtist , nhioh i s what bE 

wantEd to be: , (As idE by Km ne: dy , hr is now but I r1o uld not 

c e re: to nr.y w!r.t kind ) , 

Four . I f t his vms not o.gr e: e:d i t v:as go i ng to bE a v1a r 

worse: than fourtEEn - e:ighte: e:n, 

Writing t his out it looks li~E o rid iculoun proposition 

t o mo.ke: Gre:r. t Britain quit or cut away from the: Pole:s but t o 

he:cr the: t e:xt as r Ead i t s e:e:ms much more: r e:asonable: , 

Chambe:rl ::-. in and othe:rs do not know jus t l'lhe:• ·.l£r the: 

propositi on is ( one:) throw sa nd in thEir e:ye: whi le: h E m~rche:s 

in 
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i n or (two} whethEr h£ renlly docs not wont a fight with 

Englnnd or (thrEE} whethEr it is c proposition on which 

somethi ng can be done . They a rc going to listen to Hcndcr­

oon in thE morning r.nd thEn probably sny. 

W-:: crrt~.inly will not a3rEE to permit Poland to be 

oo.rved up by you r.nd Ruoa i a . 

Nor arc YE uilling to fcror Poln nd to make conoesoions 

ba sEd on th£ac probt.bly rtdiculous cl::.n rgcs of cruElty but 

WE C" rE willi'l.; t o hElp nEgotin te :-. f a ir dec l •. nd p crhapo 1-:ith 

all othEr pm1crs Y<ork out sam£ econoaic future for the 110rld. 

IncidEnttllly II1tlcr asked for a oE t tlEmEnt from Brita in 

on thE colon iEo rut on a t1mc baoio and co hE aaid by fair 

m: goti at ion. 

ThEy ere not 3oing to givE thio mc sonsc to Either 

(7} or French until thEy havE thought it o ut vr. ry a nrEfUlly 

end havE hEcrd HEodEr oon . 

During thE conversation Wiloon coked whEthEr the 

PrE:Jident had rECEived any anor1er from Hitle r . I said I 

had not hEnrd of cmy. 

ChD.mbcrlr.in hEld up Htndtraon' o v:i rc and s a id 

"Thio is tt>£ cnowEr" . 

KENNEDY 

NPL 
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Thi s tElE(,lr nn :1ust b t 
oloe tly pnrnphr~s rd b E­
forE br ing oa:v1uni c ated 
tc- anyonE (D) 

"ilnsr.1n.:;ton 

RUSH 

1263 , August 26 , noon. 

LONDON 

Dnt Ed August 26 1 1939 

Rtc 1 d 6 : 2 5 n , n . 

~'ll~ i£ 8'%';..>_: B I:::JilllBEil'l! ft.t FOR TliC SE0l1f"Ti.RY 

OnittEd i' r on n y nunbEr 1262 , /,ugunt 25 , n i dni ght , was 

thE i nportant it t:! th'\t HEnderson ' s z:1t osag r st e~tEd Hi tlEr 

S:l1d thE only onE to b enef i t f r on a r1o.r bEt\? EEn Gt r nnny o.nd 

Englo.nd noul:d b E Je~pan who ni ght very nEll bcconE thE clooi n­

at1ng factor i n tht v-orld, 

CF"I CA 

KEl:NEDY 

REGRADED 
UNCL? s:>lF \ED 
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NC 
This t e:le:grat<t must be: 
close:ly paraphrasEd 
be:fore: re:in~ communicatEd 
to anyone: . \A) 

Se:cre:tary of State: 

Washington 

TRIPLE PRIORITY. 

12931 August 28 , 6 p . m. 

LONDON 

Date:d Au~st 2 8 1 1939 

Re:c 1d 11 :50 a . m. 

&!PIHQQllo¥ ~?'l£IBS'PDlAL FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 

My 1292 1 ~uguot 28 1 5 p . m. 

I have: just 1e:arne:d from the: ForEi('n OfficE that an 

affirmative: rEply has bEEn rEc e: ive:d from Foland, stating that 

the:y are: rEady to e:nt e:r at oncE into dire:ot ne:gotiotions . 

TlUs will be: incorporatEd into the: Britisr re:ply to Hitle:r . 

KENNEDY 

HPD 

---~ ~ 



AC 
Thi s t ElEgram must bE 
c l oRely para ohrased b£ ­
f o•c bEing communicated 
t o anyonE . (A) 

SE c~etary of StatE 

Washington 

TRIPLE PRIORITY 

1292 , Augus t 29, 5 p . m. 

London 

Dat Ed August 29 , 1939 

REc 1d 11 : 25 a .m. 

REGRADED 
UNCL;. ~ .:Jt FlE D 

M'R-C'l'I.Y C?HFHlEl''l'IU FOR THE SECRE1'ARY OF' STATE 

My 1288, August 28, 2 p . m. 

ThE Fore ign OfficE informs mE confident ially that 

thE draft rEply to Hitler was flnally approvEd by the 

CabinEt at noon t oday with onl y onE changr: which was 

dEscribEd as " not onE of substancE " to thr: Ef.fEc t 

that thEy arE asking the Poles to EX?rrss thEir 

willingnESS to Enter immEdiat ely on dirrrt nEgotia­

ti s with GErmany on thE premises laid down i n thE 

Britis h no tE . ThEy havE no rEaoon to supposE t hat 

t hE Poles wi ll dE cline to gi vE t his assurancE . Ambassa­

dor HEndErson is flying back tc Berlin t his aftErn~on 

about 5 o' clock and t hey hop£ that hE wi l l bE ablE 

to dElivEr thE rEply to HitlEr tonight . The t iming 

of coursE dEpEnds on HitlEr. A slight f EEling of 

optimism prEvails in spitE of thE Dalndirr- Hi t lEr 

bout. 

KENNEDY 

WWC :HTM 



NC 
Thi s tclEsrruu must 
uc closEly par aphrasEd 
hEforE btin~ communicatEd 
to anyonE. tAl 

S EC~ Etary of StatE 

Washington 

12881 August 28, 2 p .m. 

Hy }2~8 August 27 1 8 p. m. 

' 

LOI-lDON 

Dat ed August 2 6 1 1939 

Rcc 1d 10 a . m. 

PERSO~AL A~ '&l'IUCTTY COUFl BEli'fiAb FOR THE SECRETARY. 

A rcsn.,ns i blc of!'icial of the Forei gn Off1ct this morn­

i ng in col!l"!cnt on I:itlcr 1s reply to thE French PrimE Mi nister, 

thE tEXt Of r1hich VI!IS ;:_;iVEn OUt flt BErlin during thE CO\U'S£ 

of thE night , said thflt in opini on herE the t ext of Hi t ler ' s 

stR~Emcnt itself pnrticul r ly wi th refErencE to hls dEmand 

that Danzi g and t llc corridor must rtturn to Ger many, did not 

necessarily 'lUlkt the situation any worsE but that t hEy do 

vicu fith grEat concErn the fact t hat h t has madE it public . 

Tht official nlso said thflt in t.is opinion t his publicity 

woulo not honEvEr Effect ~ny ~nttri~l chengc in the reply 

tho.t thE British a r t t o oEnd to ~itlcr . ThE Cabinet is to 

go ovEr this rEpl y n~nin ted~ 1 and thErE mo.y of cours t bE 

chnne;ts i n dro.fting . ( fliD SECTI ON ON£) . 

i(E''1lEDY 

HPD 
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CJ 

SEcrEtary Of S t atr , 

Washington. 

PLAIN 

LONDON: 

DatEd AU,.,llSt 26 , 1939 

Rro'd 10 a . m. 

1266, August 26 , 2 p . m. (S~CTION TWO) , 

According to prrss mEssagEs froc BErlin , E1tl£r 

dEcidEd t o r£1£0SE tl>E r r ;>ly hE had naa1~ to Dale•;l-; through 

piquE at a 11unfnir 11 statE111£nt mad<: by t'l£ F.•Ench Pr£mi£r 

at his prra a oonfrrrncr yEate:rdoy to t hE EffEct that Eitl rr 

h9.d not givEn 1 1"~ a sati sfac tory rEply, thE 1nfrrrncr bEi ng 

t~t £ itl.£r took M. De.la rU rr 1 s statEI'IEnt "fi tllout thE 

publication of thE trx t of his lE t tEr as ~n almost prrsonal 

e.nd unfriEndly ac t . 

( END SEC~'J ON Ti:O) . 

KLP 
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AC 

SEcrEtary of S t nt£ 

Washington 

GRAY 

London 

DatEd Au~st 28, 1939 

RE c 1 d 10·20 a . m. 

1288 , August 28 , 2 p . m. (SECTION THREE) 

I hnv£ also bEEn informEd by thE F~rcign OfficE 

that in viEw of thE urgEncy of !<EEping all of GrEat 

Britain ' s alliES in linE , quantitirs t~f war mater1als 

arE b Ei ng s'nt t o TurkEy withcut refErEnce to th.E still 

ptnding crEdit a~rrEm£nt . NE~otio.tirna on th£ politi ­

cal agr£Em£nt ( my Ko. 1192 August 18, 0 ~ . ~ . a nd 

dESpa tch No . 3238 August 21 , 1939) a re t E' e1g pushEd 

as fast as possiblE , and thEy arE c onsldFr1ng sEnding 

a r _~sitn to Istanbul . 

A tEl£gram from thE British Ambassador at Warsaw 

just rEceivEd by thE ForEign Office rEtlorts that thE 

"full mobili~ati11n11 in Poland doEs not mEan "grnEral 

mobili"?:ation" . (END MESCAGE) 

KENNEDY 

CSB 
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REB 

This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased be-
fore boi ng communicated 
to anyone. (C) 

Secretary of State, 

Washington, 

TRifLE PRIORITY . 

LONDON 

Dated 

Rec 1 d 

1314 , August 29 , mi dni ght, 

August 29 , 1939 

6 : 44 p , m, 

REGRI DED 
UNCL t ·. :· .- ~ ·-

PERSONAL AND S'i'RICXY 66JIPfBI:l!l'f'Etm FOR THE SECRETARY. 

My 1299, August 29, noon . 

Hitl~r's roply was handed in pe rson to tho Dritish 

Ambassador a t 7:15 this evening , Henderson is forwarding 

translation of full text as soon as possible . Following 

is a summary ; 

In r eply to the Bri tish proposals, namely direc t 

German-Polish negoti ati ons and an in ternational 

guarantee of any settlement the Gorman Government 

declares : 

(Ono) Thot in spite of skepticism as to prospects 

of succ ess , it accepts direct negotiati ons with Poland 

solely out of a dosi ro to insure las ting friendship 

with Great Britain and ( two ) i n case of any modi fication 

of territori es tho German Government cannot undertake 

to guarantee them nor to participate in guarantees 

without consulti ng tho Government of Soviet Russia . 

(END SECTION O~lE) 

KENtfEDY 

tfPL 



REB 

This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased be­
fore being communicated 
to anyone, (C) 

Secretary of State, 

Wa sn ington, 

TRI ?LE PRIORITY, 

LONDON 

Dated August 29, 1939 

Rec'd 7:08 p , m. 

1314 , Aug•ts t 29, midnight, (SECTION TWO) 

The note observes that German proposal 3 huvG never 

had a s thoir obj ect any diminution of the vit ~l 

interes ts of Poland and declaras t ha t the Ger cn Govern-

ment accupts t he mediation of Gr eat Bri tain with the 

view t o ~ecuring the visi t to Berlin of a Polish 

plenipot ~ntiary, The note adds t hat the German Govern­

ment counts on the arrival at Ber l i n of thi s plenipoten-

tiary tomorrow, Wednesday, August 30th, 

Ambassador Henderson remarked that this last 

stipulati0n sounded l ike a ultimatum. After a hea t ed 

exchange of r emar ks Hi tler and Ribbentrop assured him 

it was i ntended only to stress the urgency of the matter, 

at a moment when two fu l ly mobilized armies were facing 

each other , 

The Ambassador said that he would like to transmit 

to his Government the assurance, in the event that such 

a Polish plenipotentiary did go to Berlin, that he would 

be reoei ved and the discussions 

(FlW SECTION TWO) 
KENNEDY 

NPL 



REB 

This tElEgram must bE 
closEly paraphrasEd b&­
forE bt1ng communicatEd 
to anyonE . (C) 

SEcrEtary of StatE, 

Washington . 

TRIPI£ PRIORITY , 

LONDON 

DatEd August 29, 1939 

REc 1d 7 :25p. m, 

1314 , August 29 , midnight . (SECTION THREE) 

wi th him would bE conductEd on a basis of fu l l Equality . 

To this HitlEr rEpliEd "of coursE" , 

ThE GErman dEmands arE dEclarEd to bE rEvis-on of 

thE VtrsaillEs TrEaty , that is , thE rEturn of Danzig and 

thE Corridor to GErmany and thE sEcurity of thE GErman 

national minoritiEs in thE rEst of Poland , 

ThE notE concludEs by stating that thE GErman GovErn­

mEnt is rEady immEdiatEly to ElaboratE proposals for an 

accEptablE solution and to inform thE lll'i tish GovErnmEnt 

if possiblE bEfOrE thE arrival of thE Polish plEnipotEntiary . 

A rEsponsiblE official of thE ForEign OfficE statEd 

that it is unlikEly any action will bE takEn on this notE 

bEforE tomorrow, whEn thE full t Ext will bE h ErE . ThEy will , 

howEvEr , probably i nform tht PolE s at onct of thE substancE 

of thE GErman rEply . 

(E ND OF MESSAGE) 

NPL 
KENNEDY 
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4·~ 
CJ GRAY 0 

LONGON 

DatEd SEptEmbEr 1 , 1939 

REc 1 d 11 : 55e..m. 

Wllshl.ngton. 

TRl PLE PRIORITY . 

1 3581 SEptEmbEr 1 1 5 p .m. 

oS*i'R±Q~JY eretqp • fCYi'IA:C FOR THE SECRETI..RY . 

My 13491 SEptEmbEr 1 1 1 p . m. 

Draft notE t o GErmany has r ECEiVEd f inal appr oval 

of PrimE Mi n i s tEr and of thE Fr Ench and i3 now bEi ng dEs­

patchEd to BErJ.in . 

ThE ForEign OfficE statEs it should bE in thE bonds of 

thE GE r mnn:;GovErnnumt by 7 :30 a t thE l atEst . T):lE notE 1 

in addition to r EquEs ting assurancEs from thE GErman GovErn-

mEnt that hostilE acti on a gai nst Poland has cEasEd , dE­

mands that GErman military forcES bE withdrawn from Polish 

tErritory and that falling to rEcEivE a f avorablE rEpl y 

His MajEsty ' s GovErnmc:nt will fully and i mmEdiatEly implE­

mEnt thEir obl1gat1 ons t o Pol am. 

! SEcond notE containi ng a timE ultlmat\lll'. tis now i n 

prEparation and it was statEd at thE ForEi gn OfficE will bE 

dEs patChEd l a t Er today . ThE actual tErms of th i s s Econd notE 

haVE not bEEn f inally SEttlEde 
RO!NEDY 

PEG 

..., 
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AI!T'~'liCAlf CMIJASGY 

l..C'IDO}I , 

YnUl• 1678 , ~pto!lber 11, 2 p .n . 

So? tenber ll, 1039 

-!" J-::?4 

Tho Pre~1dent ~o~iros u~ t o info~ 10u, for 70ur 

str1ot ly oonf1dont1al 1nfo~:ot1on rnd co thnt ;rou t q be 

GUided. t h ereby wit hout dJ.'\I'Ul!'"int; thie c:eas age t o " ny one, 

t hat thie Oovernoent, so one es pr cont r uropenn condi­

tions oontlnue, eoee no opportunity nor occnslon t or anr 
p~aoe MOVe to be initiated b1 t h e rr«e,dent or t ho Uni ted 

;tateo. !'he ·r~,ople ot the Unite« At&tel! would not 

!'luprort r ny Mft f'or pet~oe 1nJ.t1sted by thia OoYernMnt 

that would coneolldate or aake poealble s eUJ"f'1Yal or a 

rog1llle or to!'Oe r!Jil'l o'f ~11111on. 

va.lwalJ 



NC 
This tElEgram must b E 
closEly paraphrasEd 
bEforE bEing communicatEd 
to anyonE . (D) 

SEcrEtary of StatE 

Washington 

1578, SEptEmb Er 11, 2 p . m • 

LOIIIXlN ~ 

DatEd SEptEmbEr 11 , 1939 

REc'd 10:45 

.B'PR 'I:CTXX Q9ili'I:9ill'i'1Ah AND MOST PERSONAL FOR THE 

PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY OF STATE. 

I spEnt an hour with thE King and QuEE n alonE yEstEr­

day and thrEE quartErs of an hour with Sir SamuEl Hoar£ 

this morning in my effie£. From my convErsation with 

th£ King it bECamE VEry apparEnt to mE that thE onE 

probl Em hE is worriEd dESpEratEly ab0ut is that within a 

comparativEly short timE , possibly thrEE or four WEEks, 

HitlEr will havE clEanEd up Poland and wil l thEn dEfinitEly 

makE a proposition to GrEat Britain and FrancE to call 

this war off ann comE to somE agrEEmEnt , I will discuss 

this problEm latEr in this (it) as a rEsult or my convErsa­

tion with Sir Sa.muE 1 HoarE. 

As to thE QuEEn, thE problEm tha t affEcts hf'r SEE ms 

to bE t hE rEturn of thE DukE and DuchEss of Windsor 1 

bEcauSE it was vEry apparEnt to mE that thE King is worriEd 

about his arrival in England. ThE QuEEn told mE that hE 

is 



, 
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i s rE t urning a t oncE but only for a short timE. ShE said 

it was ,of coursE,frightfully Embarrassing to havE an 

11 Ex-King" around nEarby. I should judgE also that thE 

s ituation will not s mooth out, at lEast f or thE t imE b Eing, 

b Ecaus E shE wi ll not rECEiVE thE DuchEss . I am citing 

this not as of grEat his t oric importancE but ra thEr 

bEcausE subcons~iously it is going to havE s omE EffEct 

on both thE King and QuEEn in making up thEir minds a s t o 

what answEr should b E givEn HitlEr. 

Sir SamuEl HoarE , as I said, callEd t his morning and 

wE had a long talk. HE dEfinitE l y b El iEvEs that thE most 

sErious thing fac ing thE world today will bE thE 

proposition hE f EEls will unquEstionably comE . (END 

SECTION ONE) 

KENNEDY 
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This tEl~gram must bE 
closEly paraphrasEd 
bEforE bEing communicatEd 
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SEcrEtary o f StatE 

Washington 

TRIPLE PRIORITY. 

LONDON 

DatEd SEptcmbcr 11 , 1939 

REc 1 d 11 : 49 a . m. 

1 5?9, SEptEmbEr ll, 2 p . m, (SECTION 'lWO) 

within a month or six WEEks from Germany to England t o 

givE up thE strugglE. He s i zes thE situation up in thi s 

way : NEithEr thE FrEnch nor thE GEr mans can makE any 

apprEciablE hEadway against cach o ther . HE said that thE 

French advancE now is almost likE thE Lancers -- thrEE 

stEpS forward and thrEE s t Eps back; that it is ExtrEmEly 

unlikEly, except at thE cost uf an i ncrediblE massacrE, 

that t ithEr sidE could brEak through EithEr linE , ThE 

navy , of coursE, can patrol thE seas but thE r£sults of 

this will not bE fElt acutEly for somE timE to comE , In 

the mEantimE thrn, thEr E is nothing l eft but air war, HE 

said that at thE minutE Germany outnumbErs i n bombErs 

thE British two to onE, although hE f EEls thE British 

outnumbEr t~E GErmans in fight r rs ; that it wi l l bE a 

strugglE in thE air to SEC whos E moralE will brEak firs t , 

Thr British havE dEspatched practically all their bombers 

to FrancE but arE still kEEping thEm undEr En~lish command, 

ThE problEm HoarE f EEls , will arisE f rom a condition 

s omEthing likE this : AftEr thE FrEnch havE had a numbEr 

of 



NC - 2- #1578 from Londun1 SEptEmbrr 11 , 

:1~1~ lb~~{ 
1939 (SEction Two) 

of casualtiEs thEy will dEmand that thE Brit ish bombErs 

bomb thE Ruhr and othEr placEs . ThE minutE that starts , 

womEn and chi ldrEn arE bound to bE killEd EVEn t hough 

British airmEn would bE undEr thE strictEst ordErs not to 

do anything o f t hE kind; i mmEdiatEly that would call 

for rEprisals and in spitE ~fall England's dEfEnsEs , 

GErmany is in a position to makF. thESE rc~risni~ mnst 

SErious . (END SECTION TWO) 

HPD 
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Th£ GEnEral Staff fEEl dEfinitEly that thE only 

mEthod of countEring OnTI&n attacks is tc; kEEl s .mding 

thEir bombErs in to attack thE GErmans enc sincE thEir 

numbEr is VEry limitEd it is n quEstion whEthEr thEy will 

last vEry long. In thr mEantimE , thE GErmans will 

attack thE various faotorirs hrrE and EVEn t hough dirrot 

hits arE not madE , they will so intErfErE with product ion 

by constant air raid attacks that it i s E Xt~EmEly unlikEly 

that a numbEr of bombErs can bE t urnEd out to fill in 

thE tErrific los, Es . Thi s will bE thE casE if thEy obEy 

FrancE's suggEsti on or sEnding thE bombErs in. If, 

bEli Evi ng as thEy do t hat thE bombErs must bE savEd until 

thEy arrivE at grEatEr c apacity and until thEy gEt a 

grrat rr numbEr , thE FrF.nch broomE rEs t l Ess and say· 

"why f i ght any longer to save Gr Eat Br ita i n? " 

Now, Hoar£ knows that for any party hErE to considEr 

any kind of an appointmEnt with GErmany would, of n£crssi ty. 

at 

' 
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THRIB) 

at t h r 1111mtt r r u uh in 'tla'f1ng thE party thrown out or 

powEr and I ra'h•r go\ t h r 1mprrsa1on f~om Hoart t h1• 

mor ning that 1• i s no\ at all 1aoonor1Tab1E that t his 

part:y ma7 malcr tbe.t an h eu1r:o I t was not fte.t M ul«l 

lt ,.. t hr 1n1'troaor I c1rt wo Lord fl'tnohard1 whoa tM7 

all r rge.rd h~rrr n ry h1gb1t, fnl • that it' t h r7 nnd 

Kng11ab bombrrs into German t rrr1 tor y, thE GErma.n M:>ralr 

would brrak quickl 7 and go to pitcEs much fast~r than 

thE B~1t1Sb. or C OUPSI t bat is a gamblE that •1 

havr t o bE ta~n. but I am or t h r opinion t hat thr War 

CabinEt at thE momrnt do not trr l just it'1td in taking 

t ha.t r isk. 

Hoa.rt was rrsponsibl£ for tht sta.ttmtnt givtn out 

on Saturday night that tht Brit ish rEgard this as a thrrr 

yEar war, in ordEr to kEEp thrir moralE stitfrnrd up and 

not lrt any disq~iEting criticism of thE Oovrrnmrnt 1 s 

poli cy gtt startEd t oo strongly. I could judgE trom 

t alk ing with thr Ki ng on Saturday t hat thi s mattr r i s 

onE that is giving thE Govrrnmrnt an unholy worry. ThEy 
a 

rEalizE t hat a continuation ot;war or thE maintEnancE ot 

a GovErnmEnt on a war basis mtans complEtE Economic , 

financial and social collapsE and nothing will bt sa vr d 

attrr 
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aftEr thE war i s oVEr. On thE othEr hand, ca l l ing thE war 

off would givE HitlEr such incrEasEd prEstigE that it 1s 

a quEstion of how far t hat would carry him. ThE King 

and HoarE rEcognizE thE vEry gravE dangEr that thE FrEnch 

may f EEl t hE British arE not making contribution comparablE 

to t hEirs and may start to g Et sick of thE war EVEn 

though t hEi r couragE and dEtErmination at thE momEnt is 

vEry strcng . HE t old mE in passing that :,~ mdc· s tood 

BonnEt wa s going to bE thro\'ffi out in FraDc.~ . 

I thought this infor mation woul d bE vEry valuablE to 

you in maki ng up your minds as to your cours E of aution. 

It SEEmS t o mE that t his si t uat i on may crystaliZE t o a 

point whErE t hE PrEsidEnt can bE thE savior 

KENNEDY 

HPD 
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of thE world. ThE British GovErnmEnt o.s suc:1 C' Z :> ~s 1n1:r 

cannot acce:pt any agrE Elllf:nt w1 tb BH1tr: buG t :·1E .::- E n>ay be: 

a poi.nt whEn thE PrEsidEnt himsE lf may work out tht plans 

for world ptacr:. Now th1a opportuni ty mt>.y m:l'r:r arise: , 

?ut , as n f arily practical fEllow all my lifE , I bEliEvE 

that i t is l!:ntirt ly oonoe: i nblr: tha t thE PrESidEnt can ge:t 

h1motlf in a s pot whErE hr: oan savE thE world and I havr: 

not thought so up to this minut E. 

If thE war continues and air raids bEtWEEn thE two 

cOm1t rits cont inuE , i t i s , of course, concEivablE that 

a t that tim£ Italy or Russia or othEr countriES may S ££ 

fit to gEt in and t he:n t hE situation might bEcomE 

hopElEss . 

I am pasoing this on bEcausE I t hink that b t yond 

all othEr quEstions of importancE in thE world, this i• 

onE that thE PrEsidEnt should bE thinking about t o work 

out 
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FOUR) 

out in h1a own mind what might b! donE at t hE pay­

ah~ lo3ieal momrnt not to incrEasE H1tle:r's prEstigE 

but J.Os sl.bly to bring thr wholr world on a pe:acr basis. 

(EI\"D OF MESSAGE) 

I<ENNEDY 

HPD 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

September 13, 1939 

My dear Mr. President: 

In accordance with the request you made 

on the telephone just now, I am sending you 

herewith a copy of Joe Kennedy's telegram of 

September 11 as well as a copy or the reply 

made by the Department in accordance with 

your directions. 

Believe me 

Enclosures: 
No. 1578, September 11, 
2 p.m. from London; 
No. 905, September 11, 
4 p.m., to London. 

The President, 

The White H0 use. 



\ -

JT 
This t Elegrar. ;:;ust b e 
olos El:; pn:aphrns cd b £­
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Secretar y of State , 

''/oshington. 

R\.iSH 

12111 i:ay 15 , 2 a o!lo (?) 

Dnt:;:d l!oy 15, 1940 

Rec l d 1 0 : 12 p. n . , 14t h 

FOR TH<: PRESID£''T Atlt: SECREl'.\RY OF ST'\.TE. 

I just left Churchill at one o l clock. EE is sr..1d1ng 

you o ncsso~c tonorrou ._;orni:16 sa:ring he consi<i.~rs with 

thE en~rano E of Italy 1 th c c:1ano £3 of the Al l i E1 winning 

is slight. '!E sa~.d t:1E Gcr--lnn push is sho•.71ll€ c;rcat !)OI'I£r 

and nlthc\l,;':l the Prcnch ore hol ding toniGh~ they arc de­

finitely 17orr1 Ed o They arc ns!~il\.> tor nor£ Briti&h troops 

at one E 1 but Churchill is UOI'Iillinc to send nor c fran 

Engl::md at this t inc b cc o.ua c h E is convino cd within a 

mont!1 Encl!'lnd r•ill oc vigorously ottoc:=cd. Tl:£ reason £or 

thE rnEssngc to you is thot he ncec.'io hElp b!ldl y . I asJ(~d him 

w'"W.t thE United St!ltE& could do to h£1!' tha t v:ould no'; leave 

thE Unit Ed States holding the bag for a war in which 'o:;h£ 

. .Ulics EXpect ed to be beaten. It SEE'lS to Cl E that if we 

:1ad to £1Ght to prot ect our livco we would do better 

fiGhting i n our orm bacl:yard. I s aid you lmor. our str mgth 

whAt coul d ue do if r.·<: l'lantcd to hel p you all we can. 

You 
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You do not nt t d mon Ey or ortd it nOI'/o ThE bulk of our navy 

i s in the Pao1fio and uE have not Enough a i rplanes for 

our ol':n usE and our army 1s not up to rEquir EmEnts . So 

1 f thi s 1s going to b £ a quick v1c.r all ovEr i n o. fEw 

mont hs what coul d WE do. Hr soJ.d i t Y/ns his intention 

to ask :Cor th £ l oan of 30 or 40 of our old d t str oytra 

and also whntcv El' airplnne;s 1'/E could sparE rig..~t no\/. 

(END SECTIOtl ONE) 

NPL 
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LONDO II 

DatEd ilay 1 5 , 1940 

R~c ' d 10:15 p . m. 

1211 1 ::ay 151 2 a . r.! o (SECTION T'70 ) 

H~ said rEJIU'dl ES~ of what ::lErmanydozs to <::nt:lP.nd 

and FrancE, Engl and will ne:v~r ;:ilV£ up al l?nG 01 >. E rE-

mains a pmn:r in r>ublic lifE EVEn if En£llend i~ ·.,urnt to 

thE g:-:-ound.. 1"/hy .• se.id h e: 1 t h e: govErn::1e:nt rtUl ovE to 

Canada and takE t;, e: flEEt and fight on0 I think this 

is somEthing I shoul d follo\7 up. I f thE C :roans carry on 

thErE r~ ill bE s orne: convErsation on '"That England will c;:v m-

tually do. Churchil l cnlle:d in thE l irst Lord of the: 

Adm~.ral ty Sinclair and EdEn and al tho,tgh t 11Ey arE tough 

and me:an to f ig:1t thEy arE ve:ry low t onight . 

( El.JD OP i.! ESSAGE) 

KE)1!EDY 

;:PL 
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This tElEgr~ ~ust be 
cloa tly paraphrased oc­
forc being cow~unicatcd 
to anyone . (D) 

Secretar y of Statcr , 

c1ashington . 

RUSH, 

London 

DatEd JunE 12 , 1940 

Rcc ' d 10:35 a . m. 

0 3 1!1 1! ':j -,..,. Nt1 
G3GVH03 H 

1503 , JunE 12, 2 p .m. 

l A:ID GONFIDEII~'IAL FOR T}lf: SSCnETA:1' . 

Y.y vi r•:. of t:1c si tUiltion this me>rnin£. .i'l:E conC:.i tion 

of Britain' s prcparEC'.ne3:J equals her abil1 ty tc. n-,:.·~ the 

kind of wnr Hitler wagEo still amears to bt ap!)allingly 

weal. , I am of t.!lc opinion thr.t out::iC:.t uf somE air 

defence: the rr.c.J. dtfmcE of England r:ill l,e with couragE 

and not r1ith ams . :lo nattcr what action the United States 

talces towarda tllis \'lar it is only fair to say that short of 

a mintclt this country a:tcr, ancl '"r and \'(h£:1 , Fro.ncr. 

stopu fic;ht1n_ will hold on in th<: ~ope that the United 

Sto. tE S ''I ill CO~lE in • ChUl'Chi 1.1 ~o.i<l quit£ dtfini tcly to 

mE he cxpect3 thE 11ni tEd States r:111 bE in right after the 

Election; that whm the peoplE in thE United States SE E 

the tovms and cities of 1:':11£:].and , after 11h1ch so many 

American ci tics and tmms have bern named, banbtd and 

destroyed they will lint up an<l want ·:1o.r. ThE peoplE here 

arc kept buoycci U) by the inference in the papers and the 

publication 
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publication of clippin:;s from thE NE~/ 'WFK TIMES , HERALD 

TRIEUUE and political S:;>EEChEs . 1his mo1•ning an Amrrican 

corrEspondEnt of o.n English papEr ntmtions that all 1 t nEEds 

is an 111ncidr.nt 11 to brin~ thE Un itEd StatEs i n . If that v1£rE 

all that I'IErE nEEdEd dEapErntE p Eopl E l'lill do d ESpEratE 

things . ThE point of all this is thE fact that thE 

prEparEdnEss for (E ND SECTIOY ONE ) 

KEN:IEDY 

RR 
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carrying on a war hErE is pitiful, this in spitE of thE 

fact that production and war Effort art now for thE first 

timE going ahEad in urgEntly fashion. WE should know 

this in t hE light of any action WE in AmErica might SEE 

fit to takE . A coursE of action that involvEs ua in any 

rEspEct that prEsupposEs thE AlliEs havE much to fight with 

txctpt couragE is, as far as England gota , I think falla­

cious. ThE UnitEd Statts would havE nothing to work with 

with thtsE two countriEs in thE ir prEsEnt condition . UnlEss 

FrancE and England art dtaling or will dtal GErmany rtally 

crippling blows at htr indus t rial production and striously 

afftct hEr strEngth in the air and in tanka as a rtsult of 

thEsE battlEs, thE UnitEd Statts will havr plEDbJ t o worry 

about in thEir own country . ThE cry should bt prEparE 

for anything right thErE , right now . (EHI> M~t) 

KENNE'DY 

RR 
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HSM 
Th~.s t elEgram must b E 
closEly paraphras Ed 
b EforE bEing communi-
catEd to anyonE , (D) 

SEcrEta ry of Stat£, 

Wash i ngton . 

1349 , JunE 14, noon , 

London 

DatEd JunE 14, 

REc 1 d 10 :40 a . 

REO'R P.OED 

PEHSONAL AND 89!iFiBEli'l'IItfl FOR THE PRESIDENT , 

1940 

m, 

I ta l kEd with Churchill at 9:20 this morning and mad£ 

pErfEctly clE ar to him your attitudE rEgarding publication 

of your mEssagE to REynaud , On my arriva l at t h E of ficE 

thi s worning I r EcEiVEd your pErsonal and confidEntial 

mEssagE transmittEd in thE StatE DEpartmEnt 's 1643, JunE 14 , 

1 p. m. I immEdiatEly callEd Churchill on t h E t ElEphonE 

about 11:30 and, Johnson bEing p r EsEnt whilE I was talking , 

rEpEatEd t o him t hE sEnsE of your s ta tEmEnt a nd Expl ainEd 

again clEarly that thErE wa s no authori ty in thE Unit Ed 

StatEs GovErnmEnt EXCEpt i n CongrEss to makE any commit­

mEnt rEgarding war , Churchill was obviously tErribly d i s ­

appointEd as hE had countEd on pub l ication of t h i s mEsssgE 

to put a l ittlE s t iffEning i nto t hE FrEnch backbonE , I told 

him of your dEsirE that any misapprEhEnsion which might 

Exis t 
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hsm - 2- No , 1649 , JunE 14, noon, from London 

Exist in thE minds of French officials rEgarding thE mEan­

ing of thE mEssagE bE clEarEd up and that thEy should undEr­

s tand th.a t thE rna ttEr pr111'ar1ly in mind in sEnd inc; it was 

UlE FrEnch f l EEt and its disposition for futurE usE , HE 

ExprEssEd his d i sappointmEnt and said hE was afraid convEy­

ing such a mEssagE now to thE FrEnch would mErEly dampEn 

what firEs r EmainEd . I rEpliEd that I was passing your 

mEssagE on to h'm as instructEd and that thE action hE 

woul~ takE on 1~ of coursE was up to him, 

~. t i nquir nl if thErE had bEEn any r Erly from you to 

his l as t mEssagE VEry Early this morning, I told him not 

yEt but that I would gEt in touch with him 1mm£di atE::.y if 

and whEn anything camE . 

KE!!NEDY 

HPD 



. -· 

LONDON 

DatEd JunE 1 6 1 1940. 

REc •d . 4 :28 p. m. 

SEcretary of StatE 

Washington 

RUSH 

1 6801 JunE 16, 9 p . m. 

PERSONAL AND ..£!PRi8't'io¥ 88liPHlE!IPiAJ> FOR THE SECRETARY o 

I saw Halifax at 7 p. m. He said Early this morning 

they had mEssagE here from Reynaud sayinG that French pro­

posEd asking President of thE United State~ to ask GErmany 

for an armistice and REynaud wanted to know i.f thE Br itish 

would a~rEE t o let the Fr ench make c. separate pEace provided 

thE French asrEcd not to includE thE Fr rnch FlEEt as onE of 

the te~~s of agrc~cnt . 

Bri U ah announcEd t hen aar c onent was not with a man 

or an adn~.nistrator ( this in :;msvter to the stat£mEnt that 

Reynaud said that if thE 3r1tish did not aerEe to the 

separate !>Eacc Reynaud would reoign and t hen a Government 

might oo:nc in that would agrEe to everything that Hitler 

rtanted) . Ho•.~cvEr, the Bri t ish would agr ee to let t h e 

French make a separate peacE provided the French Fleet 

sailed at once ~or British ports and then the British would 

f i ght on. They also told Campbell i n separat e agreement 

to have the Polish, Czechs and B clgiQ~ Governments come 
I 

hEr£ . AlDo have the FrEnch air force com£ her£ or go 



- 2• Nco 1680, JunE 16, 9 p. m. from London 

to North ArnEricn and nll othEr troops outsidE of FrancE 

do thE SD.l!IE thing. 

LatEr on thE Frmch gol d arrivEd hErE with somE FrEnch­

mEn who so.1d HErriot, MandEl and othErs wantEd to fight 

on and if REynaud GOt somE stiffEning from Engl and hE 

would stick. 

So thE Briti sh drrv1 up a dEclaration of union b EtW EEn 

FrancE and Encland . All partnErs nm·1 , what you hnv E is 

minE and r1ho.t I havE is yours . All dnmngE donE to FrancE 

Englnnd po.ys hEr sharE. A nobl E s mtim•.mt but just doEs 

not mEan much so thE a~r.i~ticE prEparation has bEEn hEld 

up pEnding finding out REynnud ' s rEact ion to thE dccl o.ra ­

tion of u11ion. 

ThEs E ar E high spots so you can gEt it in a hurry. 

Lothicm v;ill fill in all t hE dEtails • 

• 

KE1'11EDY 

I 
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