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PAP LONDON
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- Dated August 25, 1939
fore being fommunicatsd
to anyone. \A) Rec'd 2:50 p.m.

Segcretary of State

Washington
REGRADED
1254, August 25, 7 p.m. UNCL:s & 3IFIED
~SERFOS—EONAIDENTTIAL
The Turkish Charge d'Affaires Mr, Kadri Rizan has in-
formed the Embassy in confidence that he has recelved followlng
circumstantial information regarding secret annexes of the
German=Soviet pact which came from trustworthy sources but
which naturally he states with "complete reserve:

(one) Russia is given a free hand against Japan in the
Far East,

(two) Probable partition of Poland and recognition of
the speclal interesta of Soviet Russia in the Baltic states:
in effect a return to the Russian-German border of 1914.

(three) Territorial advantazes to Turkey at the ex-
pense of Bulgaria and a kind of subprotectorate. for Turkey
over whatever 1s left of Bulgaria.

{four) Division of the Balkans into spheres of ine-
fluence between Germany and Russia, the German sphere to
inelude Hungary, Yugoslavia, and Greece, the Russian sphere
Rumania and Bulgarla.

Any



PAP -2- 1254, August 25, 7 p.m. from London

Any so-called information regarding secret annexes to
the German-Russian agreement 1s purely speculative,

Nelther the Foreign Office nor diplomatic circles
however, believe for one minute that Germany did not give
Russla something much more substantial than anything that
appears in the terms of the public agreement., The supposl-
tion above outlined by the Turkish Charge d'Affaires gives a
fairly rEprEaantativE‘conaEnsua of this speculative oplnion.
A Poreign Office official atated thls morning that they had
received similar circumstantial information to that set out

in points (one) and (two) above.

KENNEDY
CSB
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h Dated August 25, 1939

Rec'd 2 pem.
#
Secretary of State

Washington

TRIPLE PRIORITY,

1269, August 25, 8 pema

SIRTOPPU-CONSEDENEIAL FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE,

My 1243 August 25, 1 pems I have just seen Cadogaon
who told me he would let me know at home within the
next couple of houra what he could of Henderson's reports

He did tell me, however, that they have received o
message from Beck by which Beck gives the nssurance that even
if Danzlg should attempt to become part of the Reich, Poland
would not attempt military measures until they had discussed
the situntion with the British Government,

KENNEDY

CsSB
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This telegram must be LONDON :
closely paranhrased
before be communicated Dated August 25, 1939

to enyones (D)
Rec'd B:15 pem.

Secretary of State
Washinston

RUSH

1262, August 25, midnight,

I have just been at 10 Downing Street with Prime Minis-
ter Halifax, Ccdozan, and Horace Wilsone, They have dis-
cuased with me the Henderson interview,

Hitler scewed celm and earnest, He pointed out thct
he always wanted a deal with Great Britain but he wos not
deterred by Grect Britoin's actions of yesterday. He was
indignant with the Poles for their persecutiona of his
people, firing on cirplones, et cetera, cnd 1f they sald
they did not, it showed they had no control over their
subordinates, He was going to have his rights in Poland
even Af it meant a great war, from which England would
guffer much more than Germany. He now had Russla to back
him up with supplies and therefore he could go on.,

If,however, he could get stralghtened out in this

Polish business he would make & deal with England that
would guarantee the British Empire forever. He would

1imit crmements cnd then Germeny and Englond eould proceed

to economic satisfaction. Henderson kept polnting out thet
England



NC =2- #1262 from London, August 25, 1939

England could not moke any decl thot the Poles dld not

wont, and Hitler scid he did not want England to breck her
word and in the next breath said that Poland had no future
anyway because Russio and Germony would settle Polond, This
last remork wes sold to Henderaon but wos left out of report
of meeting which Hitler sent to Henderson after the meeting
which purported to be the gist of the conversction, Hitler
urged Henderaon to fly home to persucde Britoin to cccept
his proposition vhich wa:

Ones That Polund ndjust her differences with Germany
ot oncee Two., Englond agree cand uwrge this and in return
Germeny would cgree to respect cnd even fight to preserve
the British Empire,

Three, EHitler would limit armcments, go pcck to
peaceful purauvlts, ond become an crtist, whieh ia what he
woanted to be, (Aside by Kmnedy, he is now but I would not
eore to acy whnt kind).

Foure, If this was not agreed it was golng to be o wor
worse than fourteen=-eighteen,

Writing this out it looks like o ridiculous proposition
to make OGrect Britaln quit or cut away from the Poles but to
hecr the text ca recd 1t seems much more rensonable,

Chomberlcin and others do not know just whetaer the
proposition is (one) throw sand in their eye while he morches

in



NC =3~ #1262 from London, August 25, 1939

in or (two) whether he really does not want a fight with
Englend or (three) whether it is o proposition on which
something con be done, They cre going to listen to Hender-
gon in the morning cnd then probably say.

Wz certcinly will not cgree to permit Poland to be
gcorved up by you ond Ruasia,

Nor ore we willing to farce Polond to moke concessions
based on these probobly ridiculous chorges of cruclty but
we cre wllling to help negotinte ¢ folr decl cnd perhops with
oll other powers work out some economic future for the world,

Incidentally Hitler asked for a settlement from Britain
on the coloniea but on a time basis ond cas he said by fair
negotiation,

They cre not going to give this message to either
(?) or French until they have thought it out very carefully
end hove heord Henderoon,

During the conversation Wilson csked whether the
Preasident hod received any answer from Hitler, I seaid I
had not heard of anye

Choamberlein held up Henderson's wire and scid
"This is the answer",

KENNEDY

NPL
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This telegram rmst be
closely paraphrased be= LONDON
fore belng coarmnicated
to anyone (D) Dated August 26, 1939

Rec'd S:25 aen.
Secretary o State

Ylashlngzton

RUSH

1263, August 26, noon,

SR SRL— R LB AL, FOR THLE SECHETLRY

Oritted fron ny nunber 1262, fugust 25, midnight, was
the inportant iten that Henderson's message stated Hitler
said the only ong to benefit from a war between Gernany and
England wouXd be Jopan who might very well become the donine=

ating factor in the world,

KEFNEDY
CFi CA

EGRADED
UE CLAS SIFIED
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This telegram must be LONDON

closgly paraphrased

before being communicated Dated Augzust 28, 1939

to anyone, (a)
Rect'd 11350 a.m.

Secretary of State

Washington

TRIPLE PRIORITY,

1293, August 28, 6 DeMe

SERToQIV QU ERe DA, FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

My 1292, August 28, 5 pems

I have just learned from the Foreign Office that an
affirmative reply has been recelved from Foland, stating that
they are ready to enter at once into direct negotiations,
Tiis will be incorporated into the BEritisb reply to Hitler,

EENNEDY

—————
HFD
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This t elegram rmaat be Londeon
c¢loaely paravhrased be-
fo' £ being communiecated Dated August 28, 1939

to anyone, (A)
Rect'd 11:25 a.m,

Seoretary of State

Washington

REGRADED
TRIPLE PRIORITY UNCL: & SIFIED

1292, August 28, 5 p.m.

STRICTLY CONRIPRNIIAE FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE

My 1288, August 28, 2 p.m.

The Foreign Office informs me confidentially that
the draft reply to Hitler was finally approved by the
Cabinet at noon today with only one change which was
deseribed as "not one of substance" to the effect
that they are asking the Poles to express thelir
willingness to enter immediately on dirfct negotia-
t1.ns with Germany on the premises laid down 1n the
British note. They have no reascn to suppcse that
the Poles will decline to give this assurance. Ambassa-
dor Henderson is flying back tc Berlin this afterncon
about 5 o'eclock and they hope that he will be able
to deliver fhf reply to Hitler tonight. The timing
of eourse depends on Hitler, A slight feeling of
optimism prevails in spite of the Daladier-Hitler
bout. |

KENNEDY
—
WWC s HTM
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This telegram must LONDON

be elosely paraphrased

hefore being commnicated Dated August 28, 1939

to anyone, ?ﬁ}
Rec'd 10 a.me

Secretary of State

Washington P?EE(}EE

ADED
U :
1288, August 28, 2 pem. NCLH&MHED

My 77 hugust 27, 8 peme

PERSONAL AND STRECILY CONIELERFRAR FOR THE SECRETARY.

A responsible officlial of the Forelgn Office thls morn-
ing in comment on Hitler's reply to the French Prime Minister,
the text of which was given out at Berlin durlng the course
of the night, sald that in opinion here the text of Hitler's
statement itself particul-rly with reference to his demand
that Danzig and the corridor must return to Germany, did not
necessarily make the situation any worse but that they do
view with great concern the fact that he has made it publilc,
The official also sald that in his oplnion this publicity
would not however eiffect any materinl change in the reply
that the British are to send to Hitler, The Cabinet 1s to
go over this reply again today and there mey of course be
changes 1ln drafting.(END SECTION ONE).

KENNEDY

HPD
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cJ PLAIN
LONDON
Dated Auzust 28, 1939

Reo'd 10 a.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington,

1288, August 28, 2 pem. (SECTICN TWO).

Lecording ¢o0 press messages from Berlin, Hitler
decided to release the reply he had mads to Dalezdl~w through
pique at a "unfair! statement madc by the French Premier
at his press conference yeaterday to the effect that Hitler
had not given !14m a satisfactory reply, the inference being
that Hitler took M. Deladier's statement without the
publication of the text of his letter es un almost personal
and unfriendly act.

(END SECTICN TWO).

KEFPEDY

KLP



AC GRAY
London
Dated Aurust 28, 1939
Rec'd 10:20 ae.m.
Segeretary of State

Washington

1288, August 28, 2 p.m. (SECTION THREE)

I have also been informed by the Foreign Office
that in view of the urgeney of xeeping all of Great
Britain's allies in line, quantitirs of war materials
are being sent to Turkey without reference to the stlll
pending credit agreement. Negotiatirne on the politi-
cal agreement (my No. 1192 August 18, 9 p.m. and
despateh No. 3238 August 21, 1939) are b eing pushed
as fast as possible, and they are considering sending
a r.ssicn to Istanbul.

A telegram from the British Ambassador at Warsaw
just received by the Foreign Office revorts that the
nfull mobilization" in Poland does not mean "general

mobilization". (END MESSAGE)

KENNEDY
csB
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This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- LONDON
fore being communilcated
to anyone. (C) Dated August 29, 1939

Rec'd 6:44 p. M

Secretary of State,

REGR.D
Uitz o

Washington,

TRIFLE PRIORITY,
1314, August 29, midnight,

PERSONAL AND SSRICPEY-CONFERENTIAE FOR THE SECRETARY.

My 1299, August 29, noon.

Hitler's reply was handed in person to the Dritish
Ambassador at 7:15 this evenlng, Henderson ls forwardlng
translation of full text as soon as possible, Following
is a summaryi:

In reply to the British proposals, namely direct
German-Polish negotiations and an international
guarantee of any settlement the German Government
declares:

(onc) That in splte of skepticism as to prospects
of success, it accepts direct negotiatlons with Poland
solely out of a desire to insure lasting friendship
with Great Britain and (two) in case of any modification
of territories the German Governmont cannot undertake
to guarantee them nor to participate in guarantecs
without consulting the Government of Sovliet Russia,

(END SECTION ONE)

KENNEDY
NPL
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This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- LONDON
fore belng communicated
to anyone, (C) Dated August 29, 1939

Rec'd 7:08 p. m,

Secretary of State,

Wasnington,

TRI*LE PRIORITY.

1314, August 29, midnight, (SECTION TWO)

The note observea that German proposals have never
had as thelr object any diminution of the wvital
interests of Poland and declares that the Ger .n Govern-
ment accepta the medlation of Great Brltaln with the
view to securing the visit to Berlin of a Polish
plenipotcntiary., The note adds that the German Govern=-
ment counts on the arrival at Berlin of this plenipoten-
tiary tomorrow, Wednesday, August 30th,

Ambaassador Henderson remarked that this last
stipulatinn sounded like a ultimatum. After a heated
exchange of remarks Hitler and Ribbentrop assured him
it was intended only to streas the urgency of the matter,
at a moment when two fully mobilized armies were facing
each other,

The Ambassador said that he would like to transmit
to his Government the assurance, in the event that such
a8 Pollsh plenipotentiary did go to Berlin, that he would
be recelved and the discussions

(END SECTION TWO)
KENNEDY |

NPL
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This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- LONDON
fore being communicated
to anyone. (C) Dated August 29, 1939

Rec'd 7:25 pe Me

Secretary of State,

Washin Et ) o

TRIPLE PRIORITY,

1314, August 29, midnight. (SECTION THREE )
with him would be conducted on a basis of full equality.

To this Hitler replied "of course”.

The German demands are declared to be revis-on of
the Versallles Treaty, that 1s, the return of Danzig and
the Corridor to Germany and the security of the German
national minorities in the rest of Poland.

The note concludes by stating that the German Govern=
ment is ready immedlately to elaborate proposals for an
acceptable solution and to inform the Dritish Government
if possible before the arrival of the Polish plenipotentiary.

A responsible official of the Forelgn Office stated
that 1t is unlikely any action will be taken on this note
before tomorrow, when the full text willl be here. They will,
however, probably inform the Poles at once of the substance
of the German replye.

(END OF MESSAGE)

KENNEDY
NPL
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LONGON
Dated September 1, 1959

Rec'd 11:55 a,m.

3ecre’ 'ry of State,

Washington, REGRAD
UNCL: ¢ ., ,—E}:

TRLPLE PRIORITY.

1358, September 1, 5 p.m,

SSPRE-CRLL CENTT-RE@Fl~ FOR TH. SECRETLRY,

My 1349, September 1, 1 p.nm.

Draft note to Germany has received final approval
of Prime Minister and of the French and 13 now being des=-
patched to Berlin,

The Foreign Office states it should be in the hands of
the German: Government by 7:30 at the latest, The note,
in addition to requesting assurances from the German GovErne
ment that hostile action against Poland has ceased, de=
mands that German military forces be withdrawn from Polish
territory and that falling to receive a favorable reply
His Ma jeaty'!s Government will fully and immediately imple=-
ment their obligations to Poland.

A second note containing a time ultimatum ds now in
preparation and it was stated at the Forelgn Office will be
despatéhed later today., The actual terms of this second note

have not been finally settled.
RENNEDY

PEG
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September 11, 1939

AMERICAN EMBASSY YA )

LCHDON,

FusT

AND PERSONAL FOR THE AMBA3SADOR

Yourr 1578, Septombder 11, 2 p.m,

The President desires me to inform you, for your
striotly oconfidential information rnd ego that you nay be
gulded thereby without divulging this measage to any one,
that this Oovernment, =0 long es present Twropean condl-
tlons continue, sees no opportunity nor occasion for any
pence move to be initiated bty the Frasident of the United
3taten, The recple of the United States would not
suprort rny move for peace initiated by this Government
that would consolidete or make possible a survival of a

regine of foree rnd of aggreasion,

RE
MUNC GRAD
Lﬂ S Sy ggo

Usiweld
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This telegram must be LONDON ™™

closely paraphrased

before belng communicated Dated September 11, 1939

to anyone, (D)
Ree'd 10:45

Secretary of State }?

(Ihfcrtgﬁhpzjs?
&N

Washington

1578, September 11, 2 p.m,

STRILTLA CONPIRENTTAL AND MOST PERSONAL FOR THE
PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY OF STATE,

I spent an hour with the King and Queen alone yester-
day and three quarters of an hour with Sir Samuel Hoare
this morning in my office, From my conversation with
the King it became very apparent to me that the one
problem he is worried desperately about is that within a
comparatively short time, possibly three or four weeks,
Hitler wlll have cleaned up Poland and will then definitely
make a proposition to Great Britaln anmd France to call
this war off and com= to some agreement., I will discuss
this problem later in this (#) as a result of my conversa-
tion with Sir Samuel Hoare,

As to the Queen, the problem that affects her seems
to be the return of the Duke and Duchess of Windsor,
because it was very apparent to me that the King is worried
about his arrival in England, The Queen told me that he

is



NC =-2- #1578 from London, September 11, 1939

is returning at once but only for a short time, She said
it was,of course,frightfully embarrassing to have an
"ex-King" around nearby. I should judge also that the
situation will not smooth out, at least for the time being,
because she will not recelve the Ducheas., I am citing
this not as of great historie importance but rather
because subconsciously it 1s golng to have some effect

on both the King and Queen in making up their minds as to
what answer should be given Hitler,

S3ir Samuel Hoare, as I sald, called this morning and
we had a long talk, He definitely believes that the most
serious thing facing the world today will be the
proposition he feels will unquestionably come, (END
SECTION ONE)

KENNEDY
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This telegram must be LONDON {
closely paraphrased

before being communicated Dated September 11, 1939

to anyone,.(D)
Rec'd 11:48 a.,m.

Secretary of State

Washington

TRIPLE PRIORITY.

1578, September 11, 2 p.m, (SECTION TWO)
within a month or six weeks from Germany to England to
give up the struggle., He sizes the situation up in this
way: Neither the French nor the Germans can make any
appreciable headway against each other., He said that the
French advance now is almost 1like the Lancers -- three
steps forward and three s teps back; that it 1s extremely
unlikely, except at the cost of an ineredible massacre,
that £ither side could break through either line, The
navy, of course, can patrol the seas but the results of
this will not be felt acutely for some time to come, 1In
the meantime then, there is nothing left but air war, He
said that at the minute Germany cutnumbers in bombers
the British two to one, although he feela the British
outnumber the Germans in fighters; that it will be a _
struggle in the air to see whose morale will break first,
The British have despatched practically all their bombers
to France but are still keeping them under English command.
The problem Hoare feels, will arise from a condition
something 1ike this: After the French have had a number

of
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NC -2- #1578 from London; September 11, 1939 (Section Two)

of casualties they will demand that the British bombers
bomb the Ruhr and other places, The minute that starts,
women and children are bound to be kllled even though
British airmen would be under the strictest orders not to
do anything of the kind; immediately that would call
for reprisals and in spite of all England's defenses,
Germany is in a position to make these revrisals mnst
serious, (END SECTION TWO)

KENNEDY

HPD
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This telegram must be LONDON
closely paraphrased
before being commnicated Dated September 11, 1939

to anyone, (D)
Ree'd 12:06 p.m.

Secretary of State e Aa )

Washington | el ,._..,,:-.1‘?
JLEV™
| .

TRIPLE PRIORITY

1578, September 11, 2 pem, (SECTION THREE)

The General Staff feel definitely that the only
method of countering German attacks is tc keey s:nding
their bombers in to attack the Germans end since their
number is very limited it 1s a question whether they will
last very longs In the meantime, the Germans will
attack the various factories here and even though direct
hits are not made, they will so interfere with production
by constant air raid attacks that it is extremely unlikely
that a number of bombers can be turned out to f1ill in
the terrific losses, This will be the cese if they obey
France's suggestion of sending the btombers in, If,
believing as they do that the bombers must be saved until
they arrlve at greater capaclty and until they get a
greater number, the French become restless and say'

"why fight any longer to save Great Britain?"

Now, Hoare knows that for any party here to consider
any kind cf an appointment with Germany would, of necessity

at



NC <=2« #1578 from London, September 11, 1939 (SECTION
THREE)
at thr mimute result in having the party thrown out of
power and I rather gots ther impresslon from Hoare this
morning that 1% 13 not at all inmconoelvable that this
party may meke that an fssues It was not what he said}
1t was thr infergnor I drews Lord Trenchard, whom Shey
all regard here very highly, feels that if they send
English bombers into German territory, the German morale
would break quickly and go to plecrs much faster than
the British, Of coursg that i1s a gamble that may
have to be taken, but I am of the opinion that the War
Cablnet at the moment do nmet feel Justifled in taking
that risk,

Hoare was responsible for the statement given out
on Saturday night that the British regard this as a three
year war, in order to keep their morale stiffened up and
not let any disquieting criticism of the Government's
polley get started too strongly. I could judge from
talking with the King on Saturday that this matter is
one that is glving the Government an unholy worry. They
realize that a continuatlon ng:war or the maintenance of
a Government on a war basis means complete economic,

finaneinl and social collapse and nothing will be saved

after



NC =3~ #1578 from London, September 11, 1939 (SECTION
THREE)
after the war 1a over, On the other hand, ecalling the war
off would give Hitler such increased prestige that it is
a queation of how far that would ecarry him, The King
and Hoare recognize the very grave danger that the French
may feel the British are not making contribution comparable
to theirs and may start to get sick of the war even
though their courage and determination at the moment 1is
very strong., He told me in passing that D¢ undcrstood
Bonnet was going to be thrown out 1n Francz.

I thought this information would be very valuable to
you in making up your minds as to your course of action,
It seems to me that this slituatlon may erystalize to a
point where the President ean be the savior

KENNEDY
HPD
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This telegram must be LONDON
closely paraphrased
before being commnicated Dated September 11, 1939

to anyone, (D)
Rec'd 12:32 D.Me

Secr=tary of State
Washington

TRIPLE PRIORITY.

1578, September 11, 2 p.Mms (SECTION FOUR)
of the world, The British Government as such c:rieinly
cannot eccept any agreement with Hitler, but taere may be
a point when the President hirself may work out the plans
for world peace. Now this opportunity mey never arise,
wut, as & farily practical fellow all my life, I believe
that 1t is entirely coneeivable that the Preaident can get
himoelf 4in a spot where he can save the world and I have
not thought so up to this minute,

1f the war continues and air raids between the two
countries continue, it is, of course, concelvable that
at that time I[taly or Russla or other countries may SEE
fit to get in and then the situation might become
hopeless,

I am passing this on because I think that beyond
all other questions of importance in the world, this 1lsa
one that the President should be thinking about to work

out



NC <2« #1578 from London, September 11, 1939 (SECTION
FOUR)

out in his own mind what might be done at the pay-
chclozieal moment not to inorease Hitler's prestige
but rossibly to bring the whole world on a peace basis,
(EXD OF MESSAGE)
KENNEDY

HPD



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

l September 13, 1939

My dear Mr. President:

In accordance with the request you made
on the telephone just now, I am sending you
herewlth a copy of Joe Kennedy's telegram of
September 11 as well as a copy of the reply
made by the Department in accordance with
your directions,

Belleve me

Fal ully your

S

Enclosures:
No. 1578, BSeptember 11,
2 p.m, from London;
No. 905, September 11,
4 p,m,, to ndon.

The President,
The White Hpyuse,

e R 4
P ] B ','( L2t eol -ty
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This t elegram must DE LONDOM
closely paraphrased be-
fore beling comunicated Dated liay 15, 1940

to anyong, (D)
Ree'd 10:12 perte, l4th
Seecretary of State,

TTashington,

RUSH

1211, ilay 15, 2 asme (2)

FOR THE PRESIDENT ANC SECRETARY OF STATE,

I just left Churchill at one o'clocke Fe 1s seading
you a messaze tomorrow uorning saylng he considers with
the ensrance of Italy, the chances of the Allles winnlng
is slight, He sald the Cerman push 1s showing great power
and although the French are holding tonlghc they are de=
finitely worried, They are asking for nore Eritlish troops
at onceg, but Churchill is unwilling to send nore fram
England at this time becouse he 1s convinced within a
month England will be vigorously attaclieds The reason for
the message to you 18 that he needs help badlyes 1 askgd him
what the United States could do to help that would no® leave
the United States holding the bag for a war in which the
Allies expected to be beaten, It seeas to me that 1f we
nad to fight to protect our lives we would do better
fighting in our ovn bacliyard, I said you lknow our strength

what could weg do if we wanted to help you all WE Cane

You



-2= #1211, lay 15, 2 ase from London

You do not need money or credlt nows The bulk of our navy
is in the Paecifle and we have not gnough airplanes for

our ovm useg and our army is not up to requirements, So

if this 1s going to be a quick wer all over in a few
months what could we do, He sald 1t was hls intention

to ask for the loan of 30 or 40 of our old destroyers

and also whatever alrplanes we could spare right nows

(END SECTION ONE)

EENNEDY
NPL
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Thls t Elegram must bE LOYDON

closely paraphrased be-

fore being conmunicated Dated ilay 15, 1940
to anyone (D)

Rec'd 10:15 panie

Secretary of State,

Washington,

RUSH

1211, lay 15, 2 a.m, (SECTION TVIO)

He sald regardlesns of what Zermanydoss to Englend
and Franceg, England will never zive up al long a3 LE reE-
mains & power in vublic 1ife even if Englewd is hurnt to
the ground, Why, seid he, the govermaent will .ove to
Cansda and take tiie fleet and fight on, I think this
is something I should follow upe If the C:irmans carry on
there will be some conversation on what England will cven-
tually doe Churchill called in the First Lord of the
Admiralty Sinelalr and Eden and althongh they are tough
and mean to flght they are very low tonight,

(END OF IiESSACE)

KENTEDY
IIPL
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This telegram must be

closely paraphrascd DE- London

fore being comnunicated

to anyone. (D) Deted June 12, 1940

Rec'd 10:355 a.ne

Secretary of State, axdidic3 /1ONN

Washington. GECIPV HDEH

RUSH.

1603, June 12, 2 p.m.

SN D CONFIDENTIAL FOR THE SECRETART.

My view of the situation this merning. The condition
of Britain's preparednesa equals her ability to fight the
kind of war Hitler wages still apnpears to bBE appallingly
wealre I am of the opinion that outside of some air
defence the rec) defence of England will Le with courage
and not with ams. o matter what action the Unlted States
takes towards this war it is only fair to say that short of
a miracle this country after, and if and when, France
stops fightinz will hold on in thz hope that the United
States will come ine Churchill said quite definitely to
meE he expects the United States will be in right after the
election; that when the people in the United States sEE
the towns and cities of England, after which so many
American cities and towns have begen named, bombed and
destroyed they will line up and want ware The people here
art kept buoyed up by the infercnce in thc papers and the

publication
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-2- #1603, June 12, 2 p.m., Trom London.

publication of clippings from the NEW VORK TIMES, HERALD
TRICUNE and politicel speeches. This morning an American
correspondent of an English paper mentions that all i1t needs
is an "ineident" to bring the United States in. If that were
all that were needed desperate people will do desperate
things. The point of all this is the fact that the
preparedness for (END SECTION ONE)

KENIEDY
RR



HSM London
This telegram must be

closely paraphrased Dated June 12, 1940
before being communi-
cated to anyone,.(D) Ree'd 11:07 a4 me

Secretary of State,

Washin Etﬂn-

1603, June 12, 2 p. m, (SECTION TWO)
oarrying on a war here is pitiful, this in splte of the
fact that production and war effort are now for the first
time golng ahead in urgently fashion. Weg should know
this in the light of any action we in America might ste
fit to take. A course of action that involvea us in any
respect that presupposes the Allles have much to flght with
except courage 1s, as far as England goes, I think falla-
cioua. The United States would have nothlng to work wilth
with these two countries in their present condition, Unless
France and England are dealing or will deal Germany really
erippling blows at her industrial production and seriously
affect her strength in the alr and in tanks as a result of
these battles, the United States will have plembty to worry
about in their own country. The cry should be prepare
for anything right there, right now. (END MESSAGE)

KENNEDY
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T™his telegram must be

closely paraphrased Dated June 14, 1940
before being communi-

cated to anyone. (D) Ree'd 10:40 a, m,

Secretary of 3tate,

REGRADED
Washington. UN . "

TRIPIE PRICRITY

1249, June 14, noon.

PERSONAL AND €ONFEPENTIAE FOR THE PRESIDENT.

I talked with Churchill at 9:20 this morning and made
perfectly clear to him your attitude regarding publication
of your message to Reynaud. On my arrival at the office
this morning I recelved your persconal and confidential
message tranamitted in the State Department's 1643, June 14,
l p. me I immediately called Churchill on the telephone
about 11:30 and, Johnson being present while I was talking,
repeated to him the sense of your statement and explained
agaln clearly that there was no authority in the United
States Govermment except in Congress to make any commit-
ment regarding war. Churchill was obviously terribly dis-
appolinted as he had counted on publication of this message
to put a 1little stiffening inte the French backbone., I told
him of your desire that any misapprehension which might

Exist



hsm -2- No, 1649, June 14, noon, from London

exist in the minds of French officlals regarding the mean-
ing of the message be eleared up and that they should under-
stand that the matter primarily in mind in sending it was
the French fleet and its disposition for future use, He
expressed his disappolntment and sald he was afrald convey-
ing such a message now to the French would merely dampen
whet fires remalned. I replied that I was passing your
message on to him as instructed and that the action he
would take on iv of course was up to him,

€ Inquired if there had been any reply from you to
his last message very early this morning, I told him not
yet but that I would get in touch with him immediately 1f

and when anything came,
KENNEDY

HPD
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Dated June 16, 1940,
Reo .d. 4:28 Dally

Secretary of State

Washington mm

RUSH MNCLAS lFlgq

1680, June 16, 9 p.m,

PERSONAL AND SSRESTEV—OONAFDESEEAL-TOR THE SECRETARY,

I saw Halifax at 7 p.ms He sald early this morning
they had message here from Reynaud saying that French pro-
posed asking Preslident of the United States to ask GErmany
for an armistice and Reynaud wanted %o know if the British
would agree to let the French make e separate peace provided
the French agreed not to inelude the French Fleet as one of
the terms of agreement,

British announced then agreement was not with a man
or an administrator (this in answer to the statement that
Reynaud sald that if the Britlish 4id not agree to the
separate peace Reynaud would resign and then o Government
might come in that would agree to everything that Hitler
wanted)s However, the British would agree to let the
French moke a separate peace provided the French Fleet
galled at once for British ports and then the British would
fight one They also told Campbell in separate agreement
to have the Polish, Czechs and Belgium Covernments come

i
here. Also have the French alr force come here or go



=2« No4 1680, June 16, 9 pems from London

to North America and all other troops outside of France
deo the same thing.

Later on the French gold arrived here with some Frenche
men who sald Herrlot, Mandel and others wanted to fight
on and i1f Reynaud got some stiffening from England he
would sticl.

So the British drew up a declaration of union between
Prance and England, All partners now, what you have 1ls
mine and what I have is yours, All dnmage done to France
England pays her share, A noble sentim:=nt but juat does
not mean much so the armistice preparation has been held
up pending finding out Reynaud's renction to the declara-
tion of union,

These are high spots so you can get 1t In a hurry,

Lothian will f111 in all the details,

KETHEDY
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