


THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WMHINOTON 

October 6, 1939. 

FOR THE PRESIDI!:I'l' 

There 1s attached hereto a Belt-explanatory 

memorandum which the Br1t1sh Ambassador lett at t he 

Department when he called this morning. 



It the exieting l1et ot •arme, 

ammunition and i~lement• ot war", the 

export ot which to belligerent countriee 

1a now prohibited by the Preeident'e 

Proclamatioo ot September 6th, were to be 

amended and an:r artiolea were to be 

omitted, the artiolea whiob Hie MaJe•t:r'• 

GoYer1111ent would be moot 1nhruted in 

oeeina exc luded would be tba tollow1~:-

CATEGORY J , 

( l!) Guo lioera. 

<•l Small armo aooounition. Shell bodiea . 
Cartridge caue, 

CATEGORY II. 

Artiolea uaed tor caval purpoaea, more 
partioularl:r minoa. 

CATEGORY III aD<I 
Clfili.10RY v 

Airoratt ot all ldnda inoludins eQgine o, 
individual cocponent parte ot aircraft engines, 
aero nautical equipment end inetrumente nnrmall;r 
eupplied with cocplete aeroplan••· 

C.lTlr.IORY VII. 

( l) and ( 2). Chelllioale not made up tina lly 
into explooivee and chars • •· 

BRITISH BIIBASSY, 

11ASHIN3TON D. c. 

October 2nd 19:59. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE SE C RETA R Y 

November 13, 1939 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDnJT 

I am enclosing a oopy ot a telegram 

received by the Br1 tiah Embauy trom ita 

Government dated November tenth vhioh 

oontaine aeoret information on the Euro-

pean eituation which may be ot interest 

to you, 

C, H, 



Telegr am of November lOth 

' "? ' sp PMP 
Lateet reporte point clearly to possibility of at­

tack by Germany on Holland and Belgium. In consequence 
the Br1t1eh Ambaeeador at Brussels vas instructed early 
on November lOth to repreeent to the Belgian Government 
that 1n either event 1t would be essential that res1s­
tanoe of Belgium and Holland ehould at once be supported 
by France and Gr eat Britain, but that in order to render 
euoh euppor t etteot i vely , plana lhould be concerted im­
mediately vith the Belgian military authorities . 

Belgian l!iniater tor Foreign Affaire told the 
Br1t1ah Ambaesador on the morning ot November lOth 1n 
reply that he would refer matter at once to the Prime 
M1n1ster and the Minlater ot Detenoe . He gave the 
assurance that he vas pereonally in tavour ot i aunedlate 
a taft contact. In any case the Belgian l-1111 tary Attache 
at Parle had been instructed to sse General Gamelin. 
The attitude of Belgian military authorities would de­
pend on the reception g1 ven to the Belgian lH11 tary At­
tache and whether it vas made clear to him that French 
and British toroea were prepared to come t o the a88ia­
tanoe ot Belgium immediately and in eutf1oient force. 
Finally he emphas1eed the need ot absolute secrecy s i nce 
the Germane vera only seeking an excuse to Juat1ty an 
attack. 

Meanwhile Hie ~l&J eety 1 e Government learn trom the 
Br1tieh Ambassador at Paris that the French Government 
yesterday made a similar communication to the Belgian 
Government and that aooordi ng to the French Government 
the Belgian Minister tor Foreign Attaira, vho had 
hitherto refused to entertain military conversations, 
vas now appealing tor them urgently . A French General 
would be sent at once to Bruaeela. 



------ DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE SECRETARY 

November 13 , 1939 , 

MEMORANDUM FQR TftE PRESIDENT 

I am enclosi ng tor your information 

a copy ot a letter just received trom 

the British Ambassador nelative to t he 

telegram ot November tenth, wb!ob the 

Br1t1eh Embaesy received trom 1te Govern­

ment and which I eent over to you th!e 

aorn1ng. 

c '11--



S COPY:MA 

' . -
Moat Secret BRITISH El-UlAS6r 1 

WASHI NGTON, D,C. 

November 13th, 1939, 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

In the last paragraph of the telegram of which Mr . 

Mallet sent you a copy in his letter of November 11th it 

was stated that the Foreign Off ice had heard from our Am­

bassador in Paris that the Belgian Minister for Foreign 

Affairs was appealing for mili ta.ry conversations with the 

French authorities and that a French general was t o be sent 

at once to Brussels, It would seem however from a fur-

ther telegram which has now reached us from London t hat 

t he earlier message was not altogether accur ate . Our Am­

bassador at Brussels states t hat it is exaggerat ed t o say 

that M. Spaak is appeal ing for conversations and that it ie 

not the case that a French general is being sent to Br us-

eels. 

Believe me, My dear Mr . Secretary, 

Yours very sincerely, 

The Honourable 
Cordell Hull, 

Secretary of State of 
the United States, 

Washington, D. C, 

LOTHIAN 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 



~-­- I - -. 

June 17th, 1940 

Dear Mr . President , 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 

WASHINCTON, D. C. 

I have just been int·orl'led by the 

Foreign Of'fice that , as ~ou are no doubt aware , 

"'-· the new French Goverrunen \ asketl through the 

SpRnish Government for the cessation of 

host ilities and t o b e informed of the 

condit i ons on wh ich an armistice woulu be 

granted . 

Hi s Majesty ' s Ambassador in Bordeaux 

has now been i nstructed to make t o the new 

French Government t he communi cations r egardine 

t he q_uestion of an armist ice which were 

containeu in p'lr a graph 2 of the telegram sent 

t o me yest erday by Lord Halifax ( co·,y of \7hich 

marked (1) I gave you last night) and in the 

t elearam/ 

The Honourabl e 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President of the urited States of America , 

Washington, D. C. 



. . . . 

- 2 -

telegram addressed yeate1•day by LOI'll Halifax 

to Bordeaux ( CO!'Y of \7. ,ich marked ( 2) I also 

handed to ~rou last night . ) 

- elieve 1,1e , 

Dcf'r Hr . President , 

Very sincerely youro , 


	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009

