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17 THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTOMN

April 13, 1942

MEMORANDUM

TO: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: MR. LUBIN
SUBJECT: MERCHANT VESSEL LOSSES

The attached teble shows that during the week
ending April 5, the United States and British governments
received notification of the loss of 19 shipe aggregating
186,244 deadweight tons. Of this totel, 100,103 tons were
tankers and 86,141 tons were cargo ships.

During the same week 12 new ships of 130,041
deadweight tons were put into operation. Two of these were
tankers, of 32,250 tons.

The net loss of merchant vessels under United
Stetes and British control for the week ending April 5 was
56,203 deadweight tons.

You will note from the teble that there was =2
net gain in cargo ships of 11,650 tons. The net loss of
tankers (new construction minus sinkings) was 67,853 tons.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.8,

By W. J. Stewart Date FEB 8 1972
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GAINS AND LOSSES OF OCEAN GOING MERCHANT VESSELS
UNDER AMERICAN AND BRITISH CONTROL
NUMBER AND DEADWEIGHT TONNAGE
WEEK ENDING APRIL 5, 1542

CARGO TANKER TOTAL
No. DWT No.  DWT No.  DWT
GAINS THROUGH NEW CONSTRUCTION
For U, S. Control 5 g, 691 2 32,250 7 86,541
For British Control ] L3,100 - - 5 13,100
of which:
In United States 1 10,600 - - 1 10,600
In United Kingdom L 32,500 - - L 32,500
In Canada - - - - = =
TOTAL GATNS 10 97,791 2 32,250 12 130,0L1
LOSSES THROUGH SINKINGS,
CAPTURES AND DARINE CASUALTIES
U. S. controlled vessels 7 52,Ll1 2 18,003 o 70,LLbL
British controlled vessels 3 33,700 7 82,100 10 115,800
TOTAL LOSSES 10 86,1i1 9 100,103 19 186,2Lk
NET INCREASE FOR WEEK - 11,650 - - - -
NET DECREASE FOR WEEK - - 7 67,853 7 56,203

BASIS: Date of notification

SOURCES: U, 5. controlled = U. 5. Maritime Commission
British Contrclled vessels - linistry of War Transport

Combined Shipping Adjustment Board
April 11, 1942

DECLASSIFIEDR
By Deputy Archiviat of thFEBB. 0. 1972
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By W. J. Stewart Date
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 13, 1942
MEMDEANDUN
8: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: MR. LUBIN
SUBJECT: MERCHANT VESSEL LOSSES

The attached chart showe the merchant wvessel
gltuation from March 1 to April 5.

It should be noted that the losses reported
for the week ending April 5 were smaller than for any
week in the 5-week perlod. On the other hand, new con-
struction was higher than for any week in the period.

The totel losses for the five weeks, as shown
on the chart, amounted to 1,195,000 deadweight tons. This
is &n average loss of approximately 239,000 tons per week.

The totel new construction in the United States,
Great Britain end Canada for the five weeks was 456,000 tons,
or an average of 91,000 tons per week.

The totel net loss for the five weeks was 739,000
tons, or an average of approximately 148,000 tons per week.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archiviat of the U.8.

By W. J. S8tewart Dats EES "ﬁ'lg?z
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

MEMORANDUM April 17, 1942

TO: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: MHR. LUEBIN
SUBJECT: SHIPPING LOSSES

March, 1942

Losses of British and United States merchant weesels,
on which notificetion was received during the month of March,
reached an ell-time monthly high record of 1,023,000 DNT tons.
This figure exceeds February losses by almost 300,000 tons.

0f the ships lost, 564,000 tons were cargo and 458,000
tons were tankers.

During the month, U.S., U.K., and Canadian construction
of new ships aggregated 350,200 tons. Of this total, emly 28,000
DWT tons were tankers. Thise is equal to about 5 per cent of the
totel tanker tonnage lost during the month.

The net loss (losses minus new construction) for the
month of March were 672,400 DWT tons. At the end of the month,
the combined merchant fleets of both countries had declined by
242,000 tons of cargo ships and 430,000 tons of tankers. Table
No. 1 attached shows the breakdown of the construction and losses
by type of ship.

lospes for the Querter Fnding March 31

Gross losses of merchant shipping under U.S. and U.K.
control for the first quarter eggregated 2,366,000 tons. If this
rate were continued throughout the year, the gross loss for 1942
would amount to close to 10 million DWT tons.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archiviet of the U.8.

FEB 8 1972

By W. J. Stewart Date



THE PRESIDENT -2 = April 17, 1942

New construetion for the first quarter amounted to
1,020,000 tons, leaving a net loss of 1,345,000 tons.

The loss figures refer to losses by sinking and capture,
of which notifiecatlon wes recelved by the United States and British
governments during the quarter. They do not refer precisely to
the date on iwhich the actual sinking or loss occurred.

The pilcture for the quarter is presented in the table

below:
GAINS AND LOSSES
NEW CONSTRUCTION - SINKINGS & CAPTURES
U. S., U. K., CANADA
JANUARY 1, 1942 - MARCH 31, 1942
Janusry February — March Iotal
Sinkings & Captures 612,092 731,075 1,022,678 2,365,845
New Construction 308,378 361,449 350,232 1,020,059
NET DECREASE 303,714 369,626 672,446 1,345,786

A more detalled breakdown of the shipping situation for
the first quarter of 1942 is shown in Table No. 2. The bottom of
this teble shows that 83 tankers of 921,800 DWT tons were lost in
the quarter as compared with 15 new tankers of 222,195 tons which
were put into operation during the period. For ecargo ships, the
losses for the quarter were 212, of 1,444,000 DWT tons. New con-
struction of cargo ships for the quarter was 82 ships, of 797,864

tons.

In addition to these losses, 1t is estimated that the
einkings and captures of neutral vessels, not under the control
of elther the United States or the United Kingdom, aggregated
310,000 DWT tons during the quarter. This brings the total U.S.,
U.,X., and neutral vessel gross losses up to 2,675,000 tons.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.s.

By W. J. Stewart Date FEB 8 15?2
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THE PRESIDENT o April 17, 1942

According to preliminary estimates recelved from London,
the combined losses for the week ending April 12 were 70 vessels,
aggregating epproximately 565,000 DWT tons. Twenty-two vessels
of 229,000 tons were tankers.

The logses for the week exceeded the losses for the
entire month of December and were only 50,000 tons under the totel
logses for the month of Jamuary. The losses during the week
exceeded the previous weekly peak (March 15 - March 22) by more
thﬂﬂ zmlm tons.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.S.

FEB 8 1972

By W. J. Stewart Date
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Table No. 1

GAINS AND LOSSES OF OCEAN GOING MERCHANT ViSSELS*

UNDER ALERICAN OR BRITISH CONTROL
NUMBER AND DEADWEIGHT TONNAGE

VARCH, 1942

CARGO TANKER TOTAL
No. DWT No. DAT No. DWT
GAINS
New Construction
U. Se 17 179,332 2 28,000 19 207,332
British 15 142,900 - - 15 142,500
In U.S. 5 53,000 - - 5 53,000
In U.K. 9 79,400 - - 9 79,h00
In Canada 1 10, 500 - - 1 10,500
TOTAL 32 322,232 2 28,000 3L 350,232
LOSSES
Sinkings & Captures
Us 8 20 157,140 1, 169,038 3k 326,178
British 60 L07,000 28 289,500 88 696,500
TOTAL 8o 564,140 k2  L58,538 | 122 1,022,678
NET DECREASE L8 241,908 Lo  L30,538 88 672,LL6

*British figures on four week basis ending March 29, 192

BASIS1

SOURCE:

Dritish - Ministry of War Transport

Date of Notification

UusS. = U.S5: Maritime Commission

DECLASSIFIED
By Daputy Archivist of the U.S5.

mny Y. J. Stewart Date_[EB 8 1972
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GATNE AND LOESES OF OCEAN COING MERCHANT VESESELS
UNDER /MERIC/N OR BRITISH CONTROL
NUMBFE AND DEADWEIGHT TONNAGE

CARGO TANKER TOTAL
Ho. IWT No. IWT No, DWT
JANUARY, 1942
New Comstruction 20 191,793 8 116,585| 28 308,378
Losses 70 463,712 12 148,380| 82 612,092
Net Decrease 50 271,919 4 31,795 54 303,714

FEBRUARY, 1942

New Construction 30 283,839 5 71,610 | 35 361,449

Losses &z 416,193 29 314,882 | 91 731,075

Net Decrease 32 132,354 24, 237,272 | 56 @ 369,626
MARCH, 1942

New Construction 32 322,232 2 28,000 | 34 350,232

Losses 80 564,140 42 458,538 (122 1,022,678

Net Decrease 48 241,908 40 430,538 | &8 672,446

JANUARY 1 to MARCH 31, 1942

New Construetion B2 797,864 15 222,195 | 97 1,020,059
Losses 212 1,444,045 83 921,200 (295 2,365,845

Net Decreacse 130 646,1£1 68 699,605 [198 1,345,786

BASIS: Dave of Notification

SOURCE: U.S8. = U.S5. Maritime Commissicn
British - Hinistry of War Trensport

DECLASSIFIED

y Deputy Archivist of the U.8.
By W. J. Stewart UItlFEB R 1972




DECLASSIFIED

GAINS AND LOSSES
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

MEMORANDUNM April 28, 1942

TO THE PRESIDENT
FROM: ME. LUEIN

SUERJECT: MFRCHANT SHIPPING CAINZ AND LOSSES
Week Ending April 19, 1942

Jenkers

1. Durlng the week ending April 19, United States and
Britich controlled tenker losses continued at an exceedingly
high rate. Totel U. 8. and U. K, lossee were 150,000 DW toms.

2, Hew constructicn of tankers in the U.5., the U.K.,
egnd Canads for the moenth aggregated 28,000 tons.

3. Taking the first three weeks of April as a whole, 38
tankers of 441,000 tons were lost.

4. During the first three weeks of April, only five new
tankers of 73,000 tons were put inte operatlom.

5. From January 1 to April 19, 1942, total U.S. and U.K.
tanker tomnage lost was 1,363,000 tems, During the same pericd
295,000 tone of new construction were put inteo ecmmlssion, leaving
& net decrease in aveilable tomnnage of 1,068,000 tons. Thie ls
sbout 10 per cent of the totel tanker tomnage available to the
United Stotes and Great Britain on January 1.

Cargo Vesselp

6. Losses of carge vessals under American snd British
gontrol during the week ending April 19 were 175,000 tons.

7. Thie loss was partislly offset by new U.f., U.F., and
cansdian conetrueticn during the week when 128,800 IW tons were
put into commlissiom.
ODECLASESIFIED
By Depaty Archiviet of the U.3.

‘ By ¥. J. stewart Datd EB 8 1972



THE PRESIDENT - L/28/42

b c d B5888

8. The combined cargo and tanker losses for the week ending
April 19 were 325,000 tons. This is 159,000 tons less than during
the previous week.

9. The net losses (sinkings minus new construction) for the
week aggregated 169,700 tons. This is 221,000 tons less than during
the weex ending April 12,

10. The reported shipping losses for the three weeks ending
April 19 aggregated 996,000 tons. This exceeded the losses for the
month of December by 630,000 tons. It was 384,000 tons greater than
the losses for the whole month of January, and 265,000 tons greater
than the losses in February.

Loestion of Sipkings

11. Preliminary reports as to actusl location of sinkings re-
ceived by April 23 show that between April 1 and April 23, 307,000
tons of United States, Erit%ah, Allied and Neugral shipping were lost
in the Atlantic north of 30" M. and west of 45 W. Losses in the
Atlantic Ocean south of 30° N. and west of 45 W. were 85,000 tons.
Indian Ocean losses were 186,000 tons.

The attached table shows new construction and losses for
cargo vessels end tankers under United States and British control
for the week ending April 19.

The chart attached shows the changes in the shipping
situation from March 1 to date.

A table and map showing sinkings by geographical areas from
April 1-23 are also attached.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archiviet of the U.8,

By W. J. Stewart Date_fER g 197)



MERCHANT SHIPPING GAINS AND LOSSES — WEEKLY
U.S. AND U.K. CONTROLLED
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GAINS AND LOSSES OF CCEAN COINC MERCHANT VESSELS
UNDER ALERICAN OR BRITISH CONTROL
NUMBER AND DEADWEIGHT TONNAGE
WEEK ENDING APRIL 19, 1942

CARGO TANKER TOTAL
—
NO. DT NO. DWT NOQ, LWT
GATNS
New Construction
U.S, 6 &ly, 700 - - 6 él, 700
British 6 6l,100 2 26,500 8 90, 600
; In U.S. 2 21,200 - - 2 21,200
: In U.K. 3 32,400 2 26,500 5 58,500
i In Canada 1 10,500 - - 1 10, 500
| TOTAL GAINS 12 128, 800 2 26,500 1l 155,300
| LOSSES
: Sinkings & Captures
i U.S. 6 53,000 6 87,700 12 140, 700
' British 16 122,100 5 61,900 21 16L,300
TOTAL LOSSES | 22 175,L0o0 11 149,600 33 325,000
| NET DECREASE FOR WEEK 10 L6, 600 9 123,100 19 169,700

BASTS: Date of Notification
SOURCE: U.S. = U.5, Maritime Commission
British - Ministry of War Teansport

April 25, 19L2
DECLASSIFIED

By Depu‘y tr=~hiviat of the U.8,
m!} W. J. viiwurt Dats FEB 8 1972



U.S., BRITISH, ALLIED and NEUTRAL MERCHANT VESSELS
SINKINGS 5Y GEOGRAPHIC AREA
APRIL 1-23, 19L2

(Preliminary)

Atlantic Ocean North of 30°N, West of L5%, 307,000
Atlantic Ocean North of 309N, East of LSOW, 56,000
British Coastal Waters 57,000
Atlantic Ocean South of 309N, West of L5OW: 85,000
Atlantic Ocean South of 309N, East of L5%W, 56,000
lediterranean Sea 156,000
Pacific Ocean 2,000
Indian Ocean 186,000
Elsewhere or Area Unknown 6l,000

TOTAL 829,000

BASIS: Date of Ccourrence

SOURCE: Office of Naval Intelligence

DECLASSIFIED
iv Daputy Archivist of the U.B.

By W. d. Stewart Date EEB R 1972
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUX Mey 5, 1942

T0: THE PRESIDENT
FROM : MR. LUEIN

SUBJECT: MERCHANT SHIPPING EDR THE WEEK
ENDING APRIL 26, 1942

Tankers

l. The lmmobllization of tankers was reflected in the
shipping figures for the week. No Uniied States tankers ware
reported as sunk during the week. It is interesting to note that
no British tanker losses were reported.

2. During the week previous, tanker losses aggregated
150,000 DW tons.

i 3. 0Ome new tanker was added to the merchant fleet
during the week.

Cargo Vessels

4. MAlthough there was a reduction of 35,000 tons in
cargo vessels lost during the week ending April 26 as compared with
the week before, the total was 140,400 DN tons. This is at e rate
of 7 mlllion tone a year, despite the fact that some cargo wvessels
were immobilized in port.

5. The cargo vessel losses for the week were in large
part offset by the new construction of 104,000 tons in the United
States, the United Kingdom, and Canada. This means that the net
reduction in cargo vessels was approximately 35,000 tons.

egeal ad

6. The combined net losses for tankers and cargo vessels
(sinkings minus new construetion) aggregated 26,200 tons for the

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.8.

By W. J. Stewart Date EEB E 1972



THE PRESIDENT . May 5, 1942

week, This is the smallest pet decremse for any week since March lst.
(See attached chart). During the week of April 19, net losses were
170,000 tons.

Sunmary for the Four Weeks Ending April 26

7. Total shipping losses for which notificatlion was received
during the four weeks ending April 26 aggregated 1,136,000 tons. This
is at an annuel rate of almost 14 million tons. The losses during the
first four weeks in April were 113,000 tons greater than in March.

8. New construction during the four weeks ending April 26
(tankers and cargo vessels) was 142,000 tons greater than in March.
The total for the four weeks was 492,000 toms.

9., The decline in tonnage avallable to the United States
and the United Kingdom during the four weeks was 644,000 tons (losses
minus new constructiomn).

During this 4-week period, tanker sinkings were 441,000 toms.
Only 83,000 tons of new tankers were put into operation.

Cargo Vessels
Cargo sinkings for the four weeks were 695,000 tons. New

eonstruction amounted to 409,500 tons.

Location of Losses

10. Preliminary figures now on hand, based upon the actual
date of sinking, account for 941,000 DN tons lost between April 1 and
April 30. Of this total, 476,000 tons, or more than one-half of the
total, were lost in the Atlantie Ocean west of 45°%. In the Indian
Ocean losses were 186,000 tons. (See Table I and map).

Table II attached shows new conatruction and losses of cargo
vessels and tankers for the week ending April 26.

DECLASSIFIER
By Deputy Archiviat of the U.S.

FEB 8 1972

By ¥. J. Stewart Date



Table No. II.

GAINS AND LOSSES OF OCEAN GOING MERCHANT VESSELS
AVATLABLE TO THE UNITED NATIONS
NUMBER AND DEADWEIGHT TONNAGE
WEEK ENDING APRIL 26, 15L2

CARGO TANKER TOTAL
NO. DNT NO.  DWT NO. DWT
GAINS = New Construction
U.s. 5 sk,300 1 10,000 6 6l,300
British s L%,500 - - g 49,900
In U.S. 1 10,600 - - 1 10,600
In U.K. 3 28,800 = — 3 28,800
In Canada 2k 10,500 _- — o 10,500
TOTAL GAINS 10 1w0h,200 1 10,000 | 11  11L,200
LOSSES - Sinkings, Captures &
Marine Casualties
U.S8. 8 61,600 - - B 61,600
British 1 78,800 -~ == | 1 78, 800
TOTAL LOSSES 19  Wwo,k00 - - 19  1h4o,L400
NET DECREASE FOR WEEK 9 36,200 - - 8 26,200
NET INCREASE FOR WEEK - - 1 10,000 - it
»
LOSSES = Other vessels
available to United Nations 2 15,300 = g L i@ 15,300
TOTAL LOSSES OF UNITED MATIONS | 21 155,700 =~ - 21 155,700
TOTAL NET GAIN - - 1 10,000 - -
TOTAL NET LOSS 11 51,500 - - 10 1,500

BASIS: Date of Notification
SOURCE: U.S. - U.S5. Maritime Commission; British - Ministry of War Transport

DECLASSIFIED

By Deputy Archivist of the U.8. SaLch
E May 1
By W. J. Stewart Date FEB 19?2 m L]
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Table No. I.

U.S., BRITISH, ALLIED and NEUTRAL MERCHANT VESSELS
SINKINGS BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA

APRIL 1-30, 1942

(Preliminary)

AzEA Dy
Atlantic Ocean North of 30°N, West of L59W. 355,000
Atlantic Ocean North of 30°N, East of LSOW. 56, 000
British Coastal Waters 57,000
Atlantic Ocean South of 300N, iest of LS°W. 121,000
Atlantic Ocean South of 30°N, East of LS°W. 56,000
Mediterranean Sea 3k, 000
Pacific Ocean 2,000
Indian Ocean 186,000
Elsewhere or Area Unknown 7h,000

TOTAL 9li1,000

BASIS: Date of Occurrence

SOURCE: Office of Naval Intelligence

DECLASSIFTED
By Deputy Archiviat of tne U.g, May L, 1942

By W. J. Stewar
8Y §. J. Stewart Date EEB 8 1872
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xr-s THE WHITE HOUSE
' WASHINGTON
Mey 11, 1942
MEMORANDUM
TO: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: ME. LUBIN
SUBJTECT: SHIPPING SITUATION - WEEX ENDING MAY 3, 1942

For the first time since the U. S5.-U.K. shipping stetistice
were combined (March 8, 1942), the figures show &n actual incresse in
the amount of shipping available.

This is due to the fact that total losses for the week
ending May 3 were 108,900 DWT. New construction for the perlod
reached & new peak of 196,600 tons. The net increase in shipping
aveilable thus became 87,700 DWT. (See Chart I).

TANKERS

1. Despite the immobilization of tankers, three United
States ships were lost, aggregating 37,300 tons during the week.

2. This loss was offset by the delivery of three new
tankers totalling 44,800 DWT. Thie tenker production was 12,500
tons greater than that of the peak week of April 5.

3. The net tanker gain (new construction minus losses)
was 7,500 tons. This is the second consecutive week showing a net
gain in tanker tonnage. ;

CARGO VESSELS

1. For the first time since the week ending April 5, cargo
ship construction exceeded losses. The net increase for the week was

80,200 tons.

2. MNew cargo ship construction reached a newwsekly peek.
There were 1, vessels of 152,000 tons delivered. This is 23,000

DECLASSIFIED

..BY Deputy Archiviet of the U.S.
ﬁ_ oy . J. F '
Stewart Date EE R Ig??
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tone more than the last peak, which was reached during the week ending
April 19.

THE PRESIDENT i

' 3. Losses during the week ending May 3 are the lowest recorded
since early in March. Losses of U. 8. and U. K, cargo vessels were

71,600 tons.

Table II shows new constructlon and losees for cargo vessels and
tankers under U. S. and U, K. control for the week ending May 3.

LOCATICON OF SINKINGS EY DATE OF OCCURRENCE
May 1 - 9, 1942

l. According to preliminery reports, 141,000 DWT were loet
during the first nine days of May.

2. There wgs only one vessel (10,000 DWT) loet in the Atlentic
Oecean, North of 30" North, and West of of 45° West. In the South
Atlantic (South of 30° North and West of 45° West) losses were 96,000
tons or 68% of the total reported.

3. Three vessels, aggregating 24,000 tons were lost off of
Murmansk. One Russian vessel of 7,000 tons was sunk in the Pacific
Ocean (See Table I).

Archivlut of the [ 8

BY V. 7. Stew :
"t Date_ FER o -



SEGRET

CAINE AND LOSSES OF OCEAN GOINC MERCHANT VESSELS

AVAILABLE TC THE UNITED NATIONS
NUMBER AND DEADWEICGHT TONNAGE

WEEK ENDING MAY 3, 1942

Table II

CARGO TANKER TOTAL
NO. DWT NO. OWT NO. IWT
GAINS - New Construction
U.S. 10 10,000 2 32,800 12 12,800
British L b1,800 1 12,000 5 53,800
Iﬂ Uls‘l 1 1(},@ - —— 1 lﬂ,m
In U.K. 1 10,200 1 12,000 2 22,200
In Canada e 21,000 - - 2 21,000
TOTAL GAINS 1 151,800 3  LL,BOO 17 196,600
LOSSES - Sinkings, Captures &
Marine Casualties
U.5. 3 21,100 3 37,300 6 58,400
British 2 50,500 - @ — 1 _50,500
TOTAL LOSSES 10 71,600 3 37,300 13 108,900
NET INCREASE FOR WEEK L 80,200 =~ 7,500 L 87,700
LOSSES = Other vessels
available to United Nations 3 19,300 - — =3 19,300
TOTAL LOSSES OF UNITED NATIONS 13 90, 900 3 37,300 16 128,200
TOTAL NET OAIN 1 60,900 - 7,500 1 68,400
BASIS: Date of Notification
SOURCE: U.S. War Shipping Administration
British - Ministry of War Transport
DECLASSIFIXD
By Deputy Archivist of the U.s. May 9, 15L2

By W. J. Stewart Date FEB B 19?2

Stenes
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SEikinr

U.5., BRITISH, ALLIED and NEUTRAL MERCHANT VESSELS

SINKINGS BY GEOGRAPHIC AREA
MAY 1-9, 1942
(Preliminary)

ARES "

Atlantic Ocean North of 30° N, Weet of 45° W, 10,000
Atlantic Ocean North of 30° N, East of 45° W. 24,000
Britieh Coastal Waters

Atlantic Ocean South of 30° N, West of 45° W. 96,000
Atlantic Ocean South of 30° N, East of 45° W.

Mediterraneen and Red Sea B 3

Pacific Ocean i

Indian Ocean

Elsewhere or Area Unknown b
TOTAL 141,000

BASIS: Date of Ocourrence
SOURCE:  Office of Naval Intelligence

DECLASSIFTIED
By Daputy Archivist of the Uu.g

By ¥. J. Stewart Date__FER 8 1972

N
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THE WHITE HOUSE i
WASHINGTON

May 19, 1942
MEMORANDIM
TO: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: MR. LUBIN
SUBJECT: SHIPPING GAINS AND LOSSES FOR THE WEEK ENDING
MAY 10
LOSS

1., United States and United Kingdom merchant shipping losses
for the week ending May 10 were higher than those for eny week with
but three exceptions since March 1.

2. The totel U, S. and U, K. losses amounted to 260,000 tons.
In eddition, 26,000 tons of neutral vessels were lost, making total
losses of the United Hations 286,000 tons. (See Table I)

3. If this rate of sinkings should continue, the annusl loss
would be close to 14,000,000 tons.

4. Tenker losses aggregated 62,000 tons. Cargo losses were
198,000 tons.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

5. HNew construction during the week was 145,500 tons. Of
thie amount, 116,500 tons were built in Americen yards. (See Table I.)

6. MNo new tenkers were put into commisgion during the week.

NET CHANGE IN SHIPPING POSITION

7. The net loss for the week (sinkings minus new construction)
was 140,700 tons. (See eattached chart.)

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archiviet of the U.S.

Stewart Date FEB 819}'2

§ -



SECRET

THE PRESIDENT 3 - 5/19/42

B. BSince December 1[ the net Bhippins under U.5.-U.K. control
has declined by 2,136,000 tons, despite the fact that 2,100,000 tons
of new shipe have been put into commission during the period.

LOCATION OF SINKINGS

9. The bulk of the ships lost during the risatr thirteen dnga
of May were sunk in the Atlentic Ocean South of 30~ N, West of 45
West. (See attached map.) This area accounted for 6871 of the
losses for which definite information ie aveilable in the 0ffice of
Naval Intelligence. During thie period, 28,000 tons were sunk in
the Murmansk srea.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.8.

FEB g 1972

By W. J. Stewart Date
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SECRET

GAINS AND LOSSES OF OCEAN GOING MERCHANT VESSELS

AVATLABLE TO THE UNITED NATICNS

NUMBER AND DEADWEIGHT TONNAGE

WEEK ENDING MAY 10, 19L2

CARGO TANKER TOTAL
. NO. DWT No. Dwr | No. DWT
GAINS - New Constructicn !
|
U.8. I 9 95] 3m . - 9 ?5] 3m
|
British i § 50,200 - - 5 50,200
In U.S. | 2 21,200 = -— 2 21,200
In UOKG | 3 Egjm - —— 3 29,(.'03
In Canada | = - - - - -
| —_— — A — —————  m—
TOTAL GAINS | i, 15,500 - - 1 145,500
LOSSES - Sinkings, Captures & !
Marine Casualties
U.S. 9 63,500 25,1000 1 88,600
British 17 13L,600 3 36,900 20 171,500
TOTAL LOSSES 26 198,100 5 62,000, 31 260,100
NET DECREASE FOR WEEK | 12 52,600 S 62,000 17 114,600
|
LOSSES - Other vessels
available to United Nations 6 26,100 - — . . 26,100
TOTAL LOSSES OF UNITED NATIONS | 32  22L,200 5 62,000, 37 286,200
TOTAL NET LOSS ] 18 78,700 § 62,000 23  1L0,700
BASISy Date of Notification.
SOURCE: U.S. - War Shipping Administration
British = Ministry of War Transport
DECLASSIFIED
Deputy Archiviat of the U.3,
May 18, 1942

By W. J. Stewart Dates
; —FEB—8 1m
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SECRET

U.S., BRITISH, ALLIED and NEUTRAL MERCHANT VESSELS

SINKINGS BY GEOGRAFHIC AREA

MAY 1-13, 19L2
(Preliminary)

AEA D
Atlantic Ocean North of 30%N, West of L5W. 30,000
Atlantic Ocean North of 30°N, East of L5°W. 28,000
British Coastal Waters 1,000
Atlantic Ocean South of 30°W, West of L5°W. 218,000

Atlantic Ocean South of 30°N, East of L5°W.

Mediterranean and Red Sea L, 000
Pacific Ocean 25,000
Indian Ocean

Elsewhere and Area Unlmown

TOTAL 306,000

BASIS: Date of Occurrence

SOURCE: Office of Naval Intelligence

May 18, 1942

< DECLASSIFIED
¥ Deputy Archivigt of the U.8

By W. J. Stewart Date FEB & 1972
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM May 25, 1942

TO: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: MR. LUBIN

SUBJECT: SHIPPING SITUATION - WEEK ENDING
MAY 17

1. Shipping losses totalled 36 vessels of 305,000 DWT
tons during the week ending May 17.

2. There were 14 new U.S. and U.K. vessels, aggregating
152,600 DWT tons, put into commission.

3. The ratio of new wvessels put into commission to the
number of vessels lost was one to two—and-a-half. The ratio in
tonnage was about one to two.

4. BSinkings during the week were at the annual rate of
about 16 million tons, whereas U.S., U.XK., and Canadian construction
was at the annual rate of approximately & million tons.

£, In addition to the losses sustained by the U.S. and U.K,
controlled merchant fleets, 14 veasels of 72,000 tons under Allied

and Neutral control were lost, bringing the total losses for the week
up to 50 vessels of 377,600 tons.

ﬁ- Thﬂ _E-F_tl. loas nf U.5.-U.K. Bhipﬂ {Einkinxﬂ min‘l-lﬂ neav

construction) was 153,000 tons. This is the highest net weekly loss
since the week ending April 19. (See Chart No. 1.)

Iankers
7. Thirteen tankers, aggregating 148,000 tona were lost.

8, Only one new tanker was put into commission.



THE PRESIDENT -2 = May 25, 1942

Cargo Ships

9, Twenty-three cargc vessels of 157,000 tonz vere
lost. Offsetting this U.S5.-U.K. loss were 13 new ships, aggre-
gating 139,000 tons. (See Table No. 1.)
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e SEONST

GAINS AND LOSSES OF OCEAN GOING MERCHANT VESSELS
AVAILABLE TO THE UNITED NATICNS
NUMBER AND DEADWEIGHT TONNAGE

WEEK ENDING MAY 17, 19L2

DECLASSIFIED
Ey Deputy Archivist of th. U.S.

Ex K __1 utum,_m‘_M.f?'

CARGO TANKER TOTAL
NO. DWT NO. DWT NO. DWT
GAINS- New Construction
U. s. 9 98,400 1 13,000 10 111,400
British b 41,200 = - N 1,200
II!I. H-s. 2 El’m - - 2 21’2m
Iﬂ U-K- 1 Pjsm - - 1 9,5(-'0
TOTAL GAINS 13 139,600 1 13,000 | 1k 152,600
LOSSES - Sinkings, Captures &
Marine Casualtles
U. 8. 6 31,300 T 83,800 | 13 115,100
British 17 126,200 6 6,200 | 23 190,400
TOTAL LOSSES 23 157,500 13 148,000 | 36 305,500
NET DECREASE FOR WEEK 10 17,900 12 135,000 | 22 152,900
LOSSES - Other vessels
available to United Mations | 13 62,100 1 10,000 | 1L 72,100
TOTAL LOSSES OF UNITED NATIONS) 36 219,600 1 158,000 | 50 377,600
FOTAL EBE 1009 23 80,000 13 5,000 | 36 225,000

BASIS: Date of Notification.

SOURCE: U.S5. - War Shipping Administration
British - Ministry of War Transport

May 23, 1942



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM May 25, 1942
TO: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: MR. LUEIHIEL
SUBJECT:; SHIPPING GAINS AND LOSSES -
FINAL FIGURES FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL

1. An all-time high of 56 ships, aggregating 619,000
DWT tons, were put into commission in April by the United States
and the United Kingdom.

2. Losses of U.S. and U.K. controlled vessels aleo
reached an all-time high; the total loss for the month was 131
vescels aggregating 1,158,000 tons.

3. For every new vessel put Into commission during
April, 2-1/2 were lost. Tonnage losses vere twice as high as
new consiruction. =k

L. Losses in April were 13 per cent higher than in
the previous peak month (March). (See Chart No. 2.)

5. In addition to losses of U.S. and U.K. controlled
ghips, the Allied and Neutrel losses in April were 22 vessels
of 158,000 tons.

6- The total U.E., UUE-' Allied and Neutral loss in
April was 159 ships of 1,316,000 tona.

7. New construction for the month was equal to about
46 per cent of these total losses.

(See attached Table No. 2.)



*

CGAINS AND LOSSES OF OCEAN GOING MERCHANT VESSELS
AVAILAHLE TO THE UNITED NATIONS
NUMBER AND DEADWEIGHT TONNAGE

APRIL, 1542
CARGO TANKER TOTAL
NO. IWT NO. DWT NO. DWT
GAINS
New Construction X
U. 8. 27 293,000 3 L9,000 30 342,000
British 22 22,400 L 53,000 26 277,L00
In Unﬁ- 5 63.@ - — 5‘ 63,@
In U.K. 12 118,700 L 53,000 16 171,700
In Canada L 42,100 - — N k2,100
TOTAL L9 517,400 7 102,000 56 619,400
LOSSES
Sinkings & Captures
U. 8. 29 215,000 17 207,000 L6 422,000
British _65 518,000 20 218,000 _85 736,000
TOTAL ok 733,000 37  L25,000 131 1,158,000
NET DECREASE s 215,600 30 323,000 75 538,600
LOSSES - other vessels
available to United
Nations 25 122,000 o | 36,000 28 158,000
TOTAL LOSSES OF 119 855,000 ko k61,000 159 1,316,000
UNITED MATIONS
TOTAL NET DECREASE 70 337,600 33 359,000 103 696,600

“*British figures on five week basis ending May 3, 1942

BASIS: Date of Notification
SOURCE: U.S. - War Shipping Administration; British - Ministry of War Transport

May 20, 15L2
DECLASSIFIER

y Deputy Archivist of the U.S.
L ' BBy W. J. Stewart Date EEB 8 1972
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

MEMORANDUM May 25, 1942

TO: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: MR. LUBIN

SUBJECT: SHIPPING LOSSES -

1. During the five months since the United States
entered the war, 3,890,000 DWT tons of United States and
United Kingdom shipping have been lost.

2. Less than half of this loss has been offset by
new construetion.

3. Wherees the tonnage aveilable to the United States
and Creat Britain on December 1 was 40,001,000 DWT tons, the
net available on May 1, after new construction had been
taken into consideration, had fallen to 37,997,000 D¥T tons,
making & net loss of 2,004,000 tons for the pericd.

(See table No. 3 and bottom of chart No. 2.)



GAINS AND LOSSES OF OCEAN GOING MERCHANT VESSELS
UNDER AMERICAN OR BERITISH CONTROL

NUMBER AND DEADWEIGHT TONNAGE

DECEMBER, 19L1 - MAY, 1942

Table Ho. 3.

DECLASSIFI®D
L pld iy Arohiviarfwf n

8.

By ¥. J. Stewart Date 1972
CARGO TANKER TOTAL
NO. DWT NO. DWT NO. DWT

Total Merchant Vessels as of

December 1, 1941 3,&3 27.9'55,905 1,099 12,032,101 lhphe hﬂlm}-jm?

Total Gains, New Construction 19 182,575 s 6L, 700 2k 247,275

Losses, Sinkings & Captures o 1 g 261,138 8 85,498 Ls 366,636

Net Decrease for December 18 98,563 3 20,798 21 119,361
Total Merchant Vessels as of

January 1, 1942 3,825 27,870,343 1,096 12,011,303 | L,921 39,881,646

Total Gains, New Construction 20 191,793 8 116,585 28 308,378

Losses, Sinkings & Captures 70 Lé3,712 12 148,380 82 612,092

Net Decrease for January 50 271,919 L 31,795 sl 303,714
Total Merchant Vessels as of

February 1, 1942 3,775 27,598,L24 1,092 11,979,508| 4,867 39,577,932

Total Gains, New Construction 30 283,839 5 77,610 35 361,LL9

Losses, Sinkings & Captures 62 116,193 29 314,882 9 731,075

Net Decrease for February 32 132,35  2h 237,272 56 369,626
Total Merchant Vessels as of

March 1, 1942 3,743 27,466,070 1,068 11,742,236 | L,811 39,208,306

Total Gains, New Construction 32 322,232 2 28,000 3k 350,232

Losses, Sinkings & Captures 80 564,140 L2 Ls8,538| 122 1,022,678

Net Decrease for March L8 21,908 L0 L30,538| 88 672,hL6
Total Merchant Vessels as of

April 1, 1942 3,695 27,224,162 1,028 11,311,698 4,723 38,535,860

Total Gains, New Construction L9 517,400 7T 102,000 56 619,400

Loeses, Sinkings & Captures 9l 733,000 37 L25,000| 131 1,158,000

Net Deorease for April L5 215,600 30 323,000 75 538,600
Total Merchant Vessels as of

May 1, 1942 3,650 27,008,562 998 10,988,698 | L,648 37,997,260

BASIS:

Date of Notification SOURCE:

U.5. = War Shipping Administration
British - Ministry of War Transport

May 20, 1942



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

MEMORANDUM May 25, 1942

— e e e e =

TO: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: MR. LUBIN

SUBJECT: LOCATION OF SINKINGS BY DATE
OF QCCURRENCE

1. According to preliminary reports for the perled
May 1 - May 21lst, 403,000 tons or 68 per cent of the tonnage
sunk has been lost in the Atlantie Ocean, south of 30° North

end weast of 1.50 ¥est.

2. Losses in the Atlantic Ocean, north of 30° North,
vest of 459 VWest, were 49,000 tons.

3. Locations for sinkings for which information by
date of occurrence is awvailsble are shown on the attached
mAD.



U.S., BRITISH, ALLIED and NEUTRAL MERCHANT VESSELS

SINKINGS BY GEOGRAFHIC AREA

MAY 1-21, 1942
(Preliminary)

AREA

Atlantic Ocean North of 30°N, West of L5°W.
Atlantic Ocesn North of 30N, East of LSW.
British Coastal Waters

Atlantic Ocean South of 30°N, West of AS ¥,
Atlantic Ocean South of 30°N, Bast of L5°W.
Mediterranean and Hed Sea

Pacific Ocean

Indian Ocean

Elsewhere or Area Unimown

TOTAL

BASIS: Date of Occurrence

49,000
53,000
1,000

L03,000

14,000
25,000
11,000

30,000

SOURCE: Office of Naval Intelligence

DECLASSIFIED

By Deputy Archivist of thbﬁfﬂ' 8 1972

By W, J. Etewart Date -

May 23, 15L2
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUMNM July 15, 1942

TO: THE FRESIDENT
FROM: MR. LUBIN

We have just received some preliminary figures
from London on shipplng losses for the week ending last
Sunday (July 12). These figures show a loss for the
week of something in excess of half & million tomns of
shipping. Final figures for the week will not ba avall-
able for three or four deys. This is the highest loss
for sny week on record.

Twenty-two of the ships lost during the week were
on the Murmansk-Archangel run. Seventeen were proceeding
enstward and were loaded, and five were sailing west
without eargo.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archiviast of the v.g,

By W. J. Stewart Date FEB 8 1972
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