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TEL EG".Aio! SENT 

HSM 
A portion of this tElEgram 
mus t be: c l ose:ly paraphrasEd 
be:fore: bEing communicatEd 
t o anyone: , (C & Spe:cial Gray) . 

Amle:gation, 

The: Hague: , (NEthErl ands) . 

140. 

--

Nove:mbe:r 11 , 1939 

9 p . m. 

ULTRA ~OWJ?I~WlliAI. FOR THE MINISTER ONLY , 

The: Pre:side:nt de:sire:s you to conve:y, e:ithEr dirEctly 

or through such discre:e:t channe:ls as you de:e:m be:st , thE 

f ollowing pe:rsonal (unde:rline: pe:rsonal) and unofficial 

me:ssage: to thE Que:e:n. He: apprEciatEs that undEr e:xisting 

conditions i t might prove: Embarrassing to HEr Maje:sty if 

this mEssagE we:rE to bEcom e: known; it is the: re:fore: be:ing 

tre:atEd he:re: as highly confidEntial , Should de:ve:l oping 

circumstancEs se:Em to warrant publicity, this will bE a 

mattEr for late:r conside:ration and discussion, Me:anwhilE 

in orde:r to limit the: numbe:r of pe:rsons who have: lmowlEdge: 

of thE mtssagE I suggEst that He:r ldajEsty may 11a nt to se:nd 

he:r r e:ply through you, 

(BEGIN SPECIAL GRAY) QUOTE To He:r Maje:sty Que:En 

; ilhE lmina . 

I am thinking much of you and the: HousE of Orang£ in 

t he:se: critical days , and it occurs to me: that in the: e:ve:nt 

of 
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ham -2- No , 140, Novemb Er 11, 9 p , m, , to The HagUE 

of thE invasion of Holland you may ca re to havE tr~ Crown 

Princess and thE childrEn , or thE lattEr by themsElvEs , 

coO£ to thE UnitEd StatEs tEmporarily to bE completely safe 

against airplane raids . It would givE Mrs . RoosEVElt and 

me very great happiness to carE for them ovEr hErE as if 

they wErE mEmbErs of our own family and they could c ome to 

us eithEr in ~ashlngton or at our country plnOE at BydE Park, 

I am tElegraphing my old friend LEopold 1n rEgard to 

his own childrEn a nd I want you to know that I want to 

hrlp in any pEroonal way which lies in my powEr , 

SignEd FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVEI.Il' . UNQ.UorE . (END SPECIAL GRAY' 

HULL 
(PM) 

Eu: PM 



KLP 

Thi s tElEgram must bE 
closEly paraphrasEd bE­
forE bEing co~~unico.ttd 
to anyonE . {C) 

SEcrEtary of Sto.tE , 

Washington. 

I 

269 , !lovt mbEr 12 , 4 p .m. 

f 

ThE HaguE 

Do.tEd NoVE.ntb Er 12 , 1939 . 

Rtc ' d . 4 : 16p. m. 

DEpartmEnt 's 140, NovEmbEr 11, 9 p . m. , wo.s only 

rECEivEd h ErE today. ThE QUEEn bEing EngagEd in 

continuous confErEncEs cannot rEcEiVE mE until this 

EvEning whEn I pErsonally will dElivEr thE PrEsidEnt ' s 

mtsso.gE . 

GORDON 

WK 



KLP 

This tElEgr am must bE 
clos Ely paraphras ed bE­
for E being communi cat Ed 
t o anyone . (C) 

SEcr etary of Stat e, 

rlasbington. 

/ .. F 

270, t;ovE• 11 ~r 12 , 10 p. m. 

lly 26S' 1 Nov Er.tber 12 , 4 p.n . 

ThE Hague 

DatEd tlovonbEr 12, 1939 . 

Rec 1d . 5 : 55 p .m. 

I have deli ever Ed the President ' s message to thE 
Que en who r equEst ed 'l!E to convey hEr very warm appr eciati on 
thereof and to say that she woul d anower it at the 
earliest opportunity. 

GORDON 
KLP 



!iSM 
A portion of this telegram 
must tic c loer ly para }±.rased 
be fore bri 118 communicated 
to anyone , ( C) , 

3rcrrtary of State, 

271, November 13 , 6 p . m. 

The Hague 

Dated llovrmber 13, 1939 

Rc c ' d 2 :35 p . m, 

S'!liloili i'iY BB!ffl PJ!!l!!Ii:JJ FQg TR~i: SEC"\ETARY MD UNDER 

SEC~ETARY . 

Hy 270, November 12 , 10 p . m. 

The following is thE text of th£ Que en 1 s renly to 

the Pre sident's mEssagE : (BEGIN 3?~CIAL r.RAY) 

11 Pr r: s idcn t of the "Jni t r: d S t a tr s , 'fl as hi ngt on, 

~~ . Gordon will alr eady have cabled how highly I a ppreciate 

the fe el i ngs for my peopl e and my House whioh prompted 

your and ~xs . Roosevelt's kind offer for which I t ender 

my heart felt tl'>..anlcs and which I shall be very pleased to 

takE into serious consideration should conditions become 

worse , Signed WIL!J£Lit!I NA R. " 

CSB 

( END S PECIAT G:lAY) , 

GOO DON 
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HSM 
~r~ s trlrgram must br 
closrly paraphrasEd 
br forr bring communi catEd 
to nnyonr , (C) , 

Stc~rtary of Statr , 

VI&. sh1 ng t on . 

273 , Novrmbr r 1~ , noon . 

3EC;ETARY . 

lly 269, llovrmbEr 12, 4 p . J.l , 

Tht Hagur 

Datrd Novrubrr 14 , 1939 

Rro ' d 9:52 c . m. 

Althouoh I wmt to thE Palacr qu it£ alonE o.t 9:30 

1n thr r vrning , thr fact or my 0oing thErE was ~ubli shEd 

in th.!; pr rss of yEstrrday . I t is just poss:> bl£ t':t:.t 

so .£OnE in th£ Palac r 3nvr it ut o.l thr.u6h it :"O. D o.gr crd 

brforr rrry going thErE tl'8t nothing would br; it is r:orr 

likEly t..1-J.at onr of tl>.E "dtath wntch" of r EportErs stationed 

o•'tsidr thE Palacr rtC0(3nizEd r.:y car . 

I n rEsponsE to 1nqu.:l.r1Es fron thr tr ESS yrotErclny 

! mErEly statEd that 1 oo·.tld mo. kr no cotllntnt a nd upon my 

< nl'or.;1ing thE ForEign Offic r thErrof 1 t pron.urd to do t h£ 

!lt\.1£ . 

u 
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ham - 2- No , 273 , NovcnbEr 14 , noon, from The Hague 

Naturally thE visit has occasioned lively interest , 

but as there arc en infinite variety of ~etters on which 

I rni3ht have gone to SEE thE QuEEn 1t occurs t o me that 

the PrEsidEnt and yoursElf nay feE l t hat on thE whol E 

speculation in cErtain quar ters o.s to the actuol purpose 

of ny visit mo.y bE o rather useful thi ng, 

GORDON 

CSB 



MY dear Mr. President: 

DEPART MENT OF STATE 
WASHI NGTON 

Ap d 1 15 , 1940 

In reply to your memorandum or April 15 concerning 

Gordon's telegram no. 112 in which he suggested a further 

message from you to Queen Wilhelmina, I enclose copy or 

a message which the Secretary sent yesterday morning in 

reply. With your statement on Saturday regarding the 

American attitude toward small nations, there can be no 

possible doubt or our moral position. The Netherlands 

Government has never before been hesitant in suggesting 

ways and means whereby we could be helpful. In t he cir­

cumstances, the wisest course seemed to be to give Gordon 

author!~ation to ask for an audience, if the Dutch author ­

ities intimated that this would be helpful, but not to 

t ake a further initiative ourselves at the moment. 

Enclosure: 
Telegr .. no. 112, 
from The Hague, 
.April 1~, 1940. 

The President, 

The White House. 

yours, 

J . 
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TELEG:W.I SENI' 

JR 
This tEl cgrarn must be 
closely pnraph~nstd bE­
fore being comnunicntcd 
to a nyone , (C- l) 

.'.t!LEGATIOH 

ilUSH . 

45 . 

April 14, 1940 

1 p .m • 

Your 112 , April 13 , 0 a .n . , and 115, April 14, 1 p .m. 

I f the :fcthcrlands Govc: r nrnEnt , which is b Est ablE to 

judgE thE Ve.J.UE Of your audiEnCES with thE QUEEn during 

po.st crises , should on thEir own irlitiativE sues est 

that a repEtition woul:i ".:>E useful, you are authorized 

to ask for an audience . Oth erwisE , I question thE 

advisability oi' any initiativE on our part . 

S:CH 

Eu: PM 
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HSM 
Thill telq~ram nust bE 
closEly paraphrased 
bEfore b Eing comllluni­
catcd to anyone , (C) 

Secretary of StatE, 

lias~ington, 

112, April 13, 9 ~ . n , 

'7nc Hague 

Dnttd April 13, 1940 

REc ' d ? :15 a . m, 

ii~I STTY C om:lBEll!O';E ':L FOR THE SECRETAr.·. A" D 

UNDER S £C:l.£TARY, 

ThE net rt:sult of thi s week ' s dEvE,_ounEnts i n their 

impact on thE Netherlands is that the situation now gi vcs 

EvEry indication of bcin3 as sErious as it \1as in the 

\'lEEk of llovEmber ll ; in othEr TIOrds , the country sctms 

as closE to the brink (*) OEroan invasion as i t can be 

vti thout be in~; actually engulfed, At t\·to othEr critical 

momrnts--i , e , , on NovEmber 12 and January 20- -thc ~ere 

fact of my having gonE to sec thE Queen, even though no 

onE tnEw what I di scussEd with her (and apparEntly all 

thE morE so for that very rEason) had an effect which was 

undoubt Edly highly beneficial and understand that the 

rumor is reportedly widEIJl)rEad in this and nEiahborillG 

countr1£1J , 



-

hsm - 2 - No , 112 , Apri l 13, 9 a . m. , from ThE HaguE 

countriES . ThE EffEct , o!' coursE , was as thE rrsul t 

gr Eate:r on account of he:r marlce:d inacce:ssibility. 

I strongly hopE that you may concur in the: idea of 

suggEsting to thE PrEsident that hE se:nd me: any (rEpEat 

any) kind of a mrssage: to convEy pErsonally to thE QuEEn; 

I am convincEd that i t vtould bE of grEat hElp and more:­

ovEr that it would not be ov£r- play1ng thE aame: line: or 

wasting any a.'11IJ1un1t1on . If you approv e: of this proposal 

I may add t~t if I can be rEce:ivEd by the: Que:rn on a 

Sunday (i . E. tooorro~t) thE effEct will b;; cc"l.:: d.Erably 

hEi ghtEnEd, 

GQRDCN 

HPD 

(·:>) apparrnt omis sion 

I 

I 
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This telegram must be 
closely parap~~astd be­
for t b tl.ng c cs:!llluni co. t td 
to o.nyom. (C) 

Secretary of State , 

'/!lshington. 

1461 J:o.y ? , 11 p . m. 

T1!E BAGUE 

Dat ed llo.y ? , 1940 

Rtc 1 d 9 :09 p. n . 

PleasE oommun1oatt the follo11ing ir.untdintEly to the 

Pres ident . 

Department 's inst ructior. 321 of Dtc~btr 21 ~nd its 

enclosure. 

ThE Quem dta1rEa to know whether in the EvEnt tl1at thE 

Prine tso and her childrEn should, citl.cr l'ti thin or outsidE 

of the N Ethcrl::nda , be out off from ~nd unabl t to cornuni-

catc with the: quem, a requEst from ~ht Princess or Prince 

BErnard in one of their orm nw.1 t3 for thE despatch of a 

cruis cr to t~l:t th011 and thE children to the Unit cd Statts 

would havE thE same \/tight as 11 cimilar rEquest on h Er own 

part. 

GORDON 



TELECRAJ: SENT 

CK 
Triq telegr am must b c 
~ J "'' t~ v paraphrns t d b £ ­
fore bting communicated 
to anyone. (C) 

A!!ERIC,UI LEGATION 

THE HAGUE ( NETHERLAIIDS) 

RUSH 

66, 
" 

Your 1461 May 7, ll p.m. 

961lt'HJ~M!Hti5 FOR THE JIINISTER 

!lay a, 1940 

1 a . m. ' 

The PrEsident desires mc to sny t:U..t any l'Equcst 
from the Princess Royal for thE despatch of n cruiser 

will or course bE r cgordcd as cquivalcnt to a request 
from the Queen herself. ThE President sugges t s that 
in the interest of the safety of thE Princcsn and of her 

family it would bc wisE for then to consider travelling 
by way of France to Lisbon whcrc this govErnncnt has 
basEd nt this present moment a cruiser Vlhioh could trona­

port thE royal family to the United States . 

Any ship in thE channel is of course liablE to air 

attnok. 

Please inform the Queen that thc President in l!nt 

with h a previ ous message will do cvcrything possible to 
l\Ssurc thE safety of the Princcsa ' s family in the event 

that an EOErgcncy arises . 

u 

;·/ELLES 
(ACTING) 
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JR 
Thio tE1£gr~ muDt bE 
c1ooE1y purcphr~o£d bE­
forE b Eing conmunicutEd 
to ::myonE • ( C ) 

SEcrEtary of Stet£, 

Vlc.Dhington. 

151 , Mny 9 , noon. 

De. tEd !li:'.y 9 , 1940 

11Ec 1d 10:35 a , n . 

DEpnrtmEnt 1 o 66 1 li::r:r B 1 l ~ . 1;1 . 

Th £ Q.U£En h~.o rEquE ;;tEd t~t hEr w:-.nn ~ppr£cic.tion of 

hie mESD~.g£ bE convEyEd to thE PrE::;idEnt . 

GORl)()U 

NPL 



HSII. 
This t ElEgro.m must bE 
closEl y paraphrasEd 
bEforE b Eing communt­
cat Ed t o anyonE, (A) 

SEcrEtary of State: , 

Wo.shi ngton. 

1294, hlay 21, noon . 

lly 1273, llay 20 , 4 p , m, 

i!I!!Siil" FOR THE PRESIDENT. 

London 

DatEd May 21, 1940 

11 l.!EssagE of He:r Maj Esty thE QUEEn of thE NEthErlands 

to thE PrEsi de:nt of the: Uni t Ed Stat Es, 

I am vEry gratEful for your p Ersonal mEssagE which 

thE Ambassador of t hE Unite:d StatEs brought mE thi s aftEr -

noon. 

Your apprEcia tion of t hE spl Endi d rEsis t ancE of my 

armEd fo rcEs aga i nst ovErwhElming numbe:rs of EnEmy troops 

dEEpl y t ouchEd me: . In t his appr Eciation EVEryonE vrill 

.ioin who rEal iza thE supErhuman Effort thEy madE . 

Your kind considEration of my p Ersonal WElfarE and 

that of my fami ly is a grEat comfort to mE in thEsE days 

of strEss , If circumstanc Es shoul d call f or it--may God 

forbid i t s ne:c e:ssity--I wil l not fail to rEmEmb Er your 

g EnErous ini tie. t i vE , (SignEd) WilhElminE, May 20th, 1940. " 

KDn.IEDY 

HPD 



JRL 
Thio t cl e3ra:n must be 
o1os c1:r paraphrao r.d '>r­
forE being oo~,lunict-ted 
to anyone . (SC) 

SecrEtory of State , 

flUSH 

1~14, !lay 28, 8 p , r.1 , 

LONDotl 

DatEd !lay 28, 1940 

Rcc •d . 5:18 n , rn , 

I' EG u ..... 
'-'-

PERSONAL A'fl) 8E8RE~ FOR TliE PRESIDENT Al'D SEC:-\ETARY 

ThE Dutc:• fo'oreiJn 1"1ni3ter has juat called to SEE nt . 

l!c is 3till very unhapp:r that the British do not 

s cem to be ;·•n!·in3 nny pJ.an3 nhcnd for thr poooibiliti r.s 

thtlt micht ariSE n11d the QuEen inotr ucted hiM to com e 

and say to or thnt ~hr. and the Prince have decided to 

rCII!ain here: for rurthe:r dcvc1op;Ents , but t'\ey do l"ant 

Pl•incEil!: JuHana o.nd the c:;ildrEn to go to Co.nada . Tht 

l'EO.son they l"ant her to {;0 to Cnno.da in:Jtr.ad or thE 

UnitEd States is because 1!' on••th!nu should happEn to 

the ~ucEn she 1•ould hnvr. to function ao the hEad of 

the govcrru.'!rnt , 

Thr Dutch Foreirsn i l.n1attr rcnli:::r.o that Ar.1erica 

cannot or woulc1 not IYant to send a cruio cr or shi:> 

into belligerent 11aters oo hi:; su~estion is that the 

P:.•ince1s and her tno children on · riday n13ht of this 

week bt put on onr. of tllc Dutch cruiscrn which will 

tal:c 



JRL 2 of 1414, liay 28, 8 p ,.rn , , fron London. 

takE her to 1':1££t any ahip that you d tsianntE, Ythich ship 

in turn nicht taltt her to Canada , 

HE realizEs that this is a vEry difficult tr~ng 

for you to •·tor lt out , but that you !1avt been so lcind in 

your o.:'l'crs and suce;cst!ons that tht Queen rtiohtd you 

to !:nott what shE uould likE to do at thio minute, but 

s!1E undtr!ltands of coursE t~E di:f'ticulti co in the 

oituc.t~_on for you , 

·Jl.ll you adviOE ME ns :Joon ao po:J:JiblE ao thc:; 

art anx:ouo to rna~£ plans . 

I.EN"<EDY 

NPL 



J T 
This t£l£gram must bE 
closEly paraphrasEd bE­
f or£ b£ing communicatEd 
to anyon£. (br) 

8Eor£ t ary of Stat£, 

Washington, 

London 

DatEd May 30 , 1941 

R£o 1d 9:03 a , m, 

NETHERLANDS SERIES B, May 30, 2 p, m, 

8'i'lU 8'fi>\' 8811F Ig iiii'P Ilill:o FOR THE SECRETARY FR011 BIDDLE • 

Prine£ BErnhard of thE N£th£rlands informs m£ in 

stri ct£st confidEnCE t hat h£ pl ans to arrivE in Canada 

about Jun£ 7 and plans to accompany Princ£ss Juli~1a on 

a bri £f visit to Washington whET£ h£ hopEs to havE th~ honor 
' of paying his r£sp£cts to t hE Pr£sid£nt bEfor£ rEtu.rning 

h£r£ , 

JOHNSON 

NFL 

IJ zs; zs a ,~. 

~·F•r ~-~·!...... 



2Jl0 p . .. . dl 

From Department of State 
The Secretary, September 1 19'1 

The President 

In accordance with your inotruotiona I am oubmittins 
the propooed draft of a reply to Queen Wilhelaina. If you appro~• 
the meaoase can be aent by telerraph to London in the tollowin& 
fon11 

American Babaaey, 
London. 

Septe~ber 1, 1941 . 

For Asbaeeador Biddle. 

Pleaoe deli~r at earlieat moment the follcwins meaaage from 
the Preaideat to Queen Wi lhelmina• 

"Your lo!ajeaty•a gracioua letter 1a appreciated. and I regret 
aincerely that mattera of at ate prevent your viait to Hyde Park at 
thia ti~e . Vre . P.ooae~elt and I cannot be but deeply diaappointed 
but trua t that your Tiait ia only delayed. 

"Your hea~ reaponaibilit iea are tully appreciated yet aince 
I may not hava the pleaaure or welcoming you to Hyde Park now, I 
venture to raioe in thia menage a matter of r;reat mutual concern 
to your country and mine. 

"Thia country aecurea from the Bauxite minee in Surinam 
two million tone of ore annually or 55 per cent of our tota l aupply 
and if thia aupply were interrupted in any way it would aoat aericualy 
de lay the production of aircraft which are ao urr,ently needed by all 
nationa reai ating aggreaaion. 

"The i nformation reaching me indicatea that the Bauxite inatal­
-ationa in Surinam are at preaent i nadequately protected and could be 
deatrcyed either by aabot~e or by raidera approaching from land, aea , 
or air , In addition the tranaportation of the ore could be interrupted 
by oinking ahipa in the river approachea to the ainea aince theae are 
the only avenuea of egreaa tor the ore, 

"The aituation ia ao ~rave that I turn to you direct in order 
that a way may be found for you and your Government to deviae further 
meana of protection. If you approve, I ahould be prepared, haTing in 
mind the Ravana proceedure, to make arranre~enta for the immediate 
entry of aeveral United Statea troopa into Surinam to remove the threat 
to thia aouroe of critical raw material, It thia form ot protection ia 
agreed, I and any kmerican aaaociatea will or courae give you ~ formal 
aaaurance that occupation by American troopa would be a temporary 
-aaure for the period of the .... rgency only and that they will be 
withdrawn aa aeon aa the threat of damage to thea• vital mine• ia removed. 
The military foroea involv•d will approximate a battalion or infantry, 
a battery of antiaircraft artillery t ogether with the neceeaary aircraft 
and aerTioe troopa. 'l'he total force ahould not exceed thr•e thouaand 
ottioera and .. n , They would be acooapanie4 by auitable veaaela to patrol 
the river approach•• to the ainea. 
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"I am confident you will realize that the aituation requires 

immediate action. and while our preparations to aoYe are being 

complet ed. we cannot go forward without the urgent reply or you 

and your go•ernment . 

"The importance or aecrecy ia ao ~raat that I auggeat the 

utcoet precaution• be taken to inaure that no intoraation ia diTUlged 

unti l you and I are egread in pr inciple upon the cour ae or action 

and eubeequently upon the text or identical announcements. With this 

initiati•e upon our parte the detaila can be carried on by the 

appr opriate ortioiala ot our rupectin r;o•erlll:lenta . 

"Ura . RooaeTelt• a and my enjoyment of Princeaa Juliana nnd her 

huaband'a Tiait can only be exceeded by our anticipat ed pleasure in 

welccaing you at an early date in thla country. 

"Your friend. 

Frankl in D. Rooaenl t . " 
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This telegram must be 
closely pa.raphraaed bE­
fore being communicatEd 
to anyone . (A) 

Secretary of State , 

Washington, 

TRIPU: PRIORITY 

~~(-~ . 7'~r~ L 
London 

Dated September 3, 1941 

Rco'd 12!16 p. m. 

u 
1 

September 3 , 4 p. m. 

Netherlands sEriEs number 20, 

FROM BIDDLE . 8E9RE! FOR THE PR~SID~NT. 

~520 , SeptembEr l , 4 p. m. 

On! . Message conveyEd to QuEEn Wilhelmina at 

ll a. m. t h1a morning , and at hEr rEquest, to PrimE 

Minister Gtrbrandy at l p. m. 

Two. Gtrbrandy will consult With thE QuEEn this 

Evening and call Cabi net together Thursday morning an 

this matter. Immediately •hereafter, hE Will notify me 

of decision taken . 

Three . He revealed that a small Dutch force or 

thrEE hundred men had already btF.n ordered to Surinam; 

half from hErE and half from thE East Indies. He felt 

that if thE Government accepted your gracious offer, 

ooll• boration Kingdom forces could be readily effected, 

Four. It was h i s beliEf that the CAbi net would 

render a favorablE dtoieion at tomorrow' s meeting, Mean­

whilE , the ~uttn and hE wishes to express to you their 

deep gratitude for your suggEstion. 

WINANT 
ALC 



--~· 
OEPAATMI!:NT Of' THI!: NAVY 

ornct. or THC l t.CitCTA#r\' 

W.tt.8HINOTON Sor14l 0149212 

Decorobor 20, 1941 . 

llomoro.ndum for the Pl'Oo1dent : 

Tho attached momorc.ndum of tho •:etther1o.ndo !.1nJ.D tor, 
here11ith roturnod, l'lllkeo ~he fo1low1nc points : 

'C'bo Governor Conoral of tho lretherlando 
East Indies hao received no inforr~tion fror 
~erican ~eadquartere . 

··e stresses the inportance of the supply 
of TID.!' !!!aterials to ~.ho Fe!' ~ast , and or o 
csrefully coordinated do~onso . 

Ue r equests in 'ornation OS to the system 
used by tho u.s . J ovy in the protection or tra~s­
Paclfic l~etherlands shipping . 

Late in Novct'lbor tho Jlavy Department was informed that 
tlto Covornor General of the llether1anda Eac t Indies hod 
repreoented to the r.:in1ster hero that he was not receiving 
information . .'\.dr.liral l!ort 1'1~ s rliroctcd on Docenber 2nd to 
DOn1 pertinent infornntion to tho ')utch ;·oval Co=.o.nder in 
Chief; tho Cb1o:f o:f ;:aval Oporationo stc. ted that ue con­
eidol•od this i~po!'to.nt , o:1d o•w~astod t~1ot our naval ob:~crver 
in Batc.via unttertake the lio.:.son . Tho '::h!.ef of "nval 
Op oN tions also S'l~~ested tho Dutc'l send a liaieon officer 
to ,,..., irnl ::art in ;:o.n.:.la . t.d .1ral :•ort rep!iod ~hat a 
.;utch lia!son cf~iccr had boon ~~~ ;:an!.lc. ror so:::o t!.no , nd 
that :.o .;as cor.stantly o::c'.nnr-ln[" i~.!'or:-.w.t!on v1ith tho Dutch 
naval Co .'1Cr:r•er 1n Chiof . InquJ.r:; et the ' .. or Departnont 
establishes tho fact tiu.t r. ~iJ.iLal':f oboorver .:.s stationed 
J.n ·at• via , :'he ar ·1epartrtent be_ieves that all portJ.nont 
information that tt.e Conull!lndin · Coneral, Army orces in the 
Far ":ast , •lesiros to convoy hne be«n tr8J's: itted to tho 
r.ovornor Goncrnl . 

':'he ::ubjcct of coor<.llnated defense r;cs lonr n~o 
a subject of conversations at Sln-aporr; , at \,hich the rmtch 
v.oro ro;>resented . .\ r.onferonco ui th e !l:'11lc.r purpo.!le is 
now beinp held, or ~con ,,;.11 be held, in 51 ,~a;>oro . 

llaJSRB 
a.o. uu~ Sec. are> ....t 6(1)) or (I) 

08D -· Jdo1 8,1172 
., R'l\ IIA281>o8PR 6 1973 
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Seri a l 0119212 
l'onorandum for tho Presi den t 

Adl"liral Gh ssf'ord r nd Admiral Purnell are novt 1n 
ratavia . ~hose off'icers oro fully 1nfornod ~s to J1niral 
>art 1 11 plans , and 1t is certain tl:a ~ they have conveyed 
pertinent infor"'lltion to the •·othorlrmds r.ost Indios aut~ori­
ties , nnd will make joint plnnt:J \fith th!lm. Admi rrtl ''las.!lford 
comMends the U.S . !'avy surface vessels of the t.s i &tic Pleot , 
and one patr ol bontber squuuron . •:is force no., coMprises 2 
cruie rs , 8 destroyers , 3 :unboats , several ~ineswe pers , and 
5 ircr eft, deotroyer, and subr~rine t enders . is surface 
vessels l ack flrhtor aircraft uefonso , and can not operate in 
areas .thoro dominated by EJner:ty air strength . They are now in 
t ho :;otho rlands •·:not ! ndie.o , opera tine apninst t ho probab ility 
of pene tration of thin oro a by Japanc.:1e naval forces . 

Admiral :art is 1n t:anila , usinl' his subnar;.nes in 
suppor t or tho defense of the Philippines , and of~onsively 
a_:oinst eneny naval f orces . "ow much lonr:er the suumo.rinos 
can base a t l'anila is probl emo.tJ.cal. If the submarine bose 
must bo :Jhiftod f rom r:anlla , AC'Iniral Hart has boon llllvisod to 
operate f ron tho ··otherl t :ds "est In<.lies in support of the 
defense of Luzon , in supoort of the lo~·ense of t ;.o "etherl u.'lds 
East Indios , and in attacks on Jr?·ne3o ves~ols at e~ptinr to 
obtain oil fro:~ "or neo . is eventual retirenent ballo .tould be 
Port Darwin . .le as been directed to couvey thio inforr:1ation 
t o tho nritish ll'l<.l the Dut ch . Tho Army anill!avy arc mokinc 
ever~ o~fort to provide lor:istic su?~ort for the Phillppinoll . 
Tr oops , aircraft, &nd material no\1 en route will 1:>'3 used for this 
purpose . Put if the Co~and~n~ ~enoral , Ar.=y rorc~~ in the 
!'o.r ';ast , finds , is sea £ nd air cox:u::unica tions cut , these rein­
forcements will be nva .:.l able for the defonso of the ~·ethorlomls 
East Indi es , Australia , tnd 'lew Zealand. 

•rhe principal protection of shj pp1nr- across the Pacific 
to the ?letharl!I'l ds ~ast Indies is by tho choice of routes that 
at tho t~e apnecr safest . mhero ar not enourh Men- of- war to 
escort all \· es:~els on the routgs a cross the Pac ific, thoueh troop 
convoys must be e~corted .. An E<lternative is tr·o route around the 
Capo of Oood !Iopo , 

Tho :·etherlands !!oval Attache in .1a•h1nrton has been 
1nfo~od that tho United States nava l aut horities would bo c lad 
to furni:~h •rout in •s" to Dutch vessels departinr- U. s . ports. Tho 
suggestion ·.:as aloo l'lflde that tho J:etherlands Ko.va l Attache 
r e C'1uost routine s from the British :rave l Control Service 
orranization in other than United Stot Js ports . 

rwssRD 
E.O. 11662, Soc. 3(£ ) _, a(IJ) .. (II 

OSD letl<sr, MA1 a, l i72 
a, RT, IWt!l o. ~ p R 6 1973 
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TH£ WHITE HOUS£ 

WASHINGTON 

December 17, 1941. 

IIEIIORANDUJI FOR 

THE SECRETARY OJI' THE NAVY 

What should be done about 

th11? Please return enclosure. 

F. D. R. 



• 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

• 
THE SECRETARY 

December 16, 1941 

Memorandum for The President 

Attached is a copy or a 
memorandum handed me today 
by the Netherlands Minister. 

C.H. 



M E M 0 R A N D U M 

No newe or information ie being received by the 

OoYernor General ot t he Netherlands I ndies ae Commander 

in Chief, !rom American Head Quarters. 

The OoYernor General ie or the opinion that tor a 

auooeeet ul prosecution or the war 1t 1a moat eeeential 

that the front in South East Asia ahould strongly be 

maintained. The tall or strongholds in Malaooa, t he 

Philippine I slands Netherlands Indies, mandated tor-

ritorios, New Zealand and Auotral ia, would not only 

cause a considerabl e protraction or tho war but would 

also make the tinal outcome doubtful . 

It ia t herefore eeoential that not only t he 

oloaea t military coll aboration and coordinati on should 

exiat between tho participants in thet theatre or war, 

but also adequate and prompt moaauroo should be taken 

in or der to aeoure the quiokeat possible eupply ot war 

materials to theae fighting !rente. It thio is not 

4one 
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done wi th sufficient expediency the eituatlon 1114lY arise 

that the tightlng f oroeo in Malaoca, the Phlllppinee 

and Netherl and• Indiee have exhaueted t he available 

supplies anO that fully trained personnel ia doomed to 

inactivity because t hey have no weapons to tight with. 

Japan, on the contrar y, i a at leaat tor the present i n 

A poeitlon to ehip t he neoeooary war materie.le anO other 

auppliee to ita tighting toroeo in theae regions. 

r It i a t herefore ot the greatest importance that, 

J apart !rom the diepatch ot American naval anO a ir torcee , 

the euppl y or war materi a ls t o the areaa in queetion 

ehould be inteneitied and accelerated to the utmost . 

The Netherlande Indiee ~overnment i e doing ite 

utmost in order to maintain ohip conneotiono with t he 

Uni tad Stntee or America and to continue the delivery 

of otratagio matarial a to t hle country. With a view 

thereto it io eooential to be informed ot the eyotem 

o f American protection ot merchant veeaela on t be 

Paoit1o-

Wwi-?:J~ ~/>)\~ ~ P.:Z:- • <".~ .F:E: ;_ 
~. ~MJ AT ·~ . (~. dVi<r<k,~) . 
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Pa~1t1o-routeo as onl7 thus Notherl ando Ind1eo authoritieo 

will be in a poo1t1on to oono1etentl7 derout ehip tratt1o. 

The Ketherlande Indleo Qoyernaent will giYo oub­

eequont 1ntoraat1on ao t o the militar1 and oiYil require-

monte which are most needed. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

WASHINGTON 

Deeeabe r 17, 1941 
MEMORANDUM 

J'ORr T!!E CHI IF Or !lA V.U. OPl!UIATIOIIS 

'l'he attached meoorandum for the Seeretar)' of the l!la'V)' 
from tho Preeident of the United Statee requeata information 
ae to vhat should be done about the problem coTered in the en­
eloeed memorandum reeeiTed by the Preaident from the Nether­
landa Minhter , 

at taehmen t 

ed 

~(~ 
na.nt Collllll&lld.er, USIIll 

Aeaietant to the Secretary 
' ' 
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.. Dell ber 10. lHl. 

r ? ,_ "" P!!!uz•• 
!be etta~ • 11 ..... et tbl ftetblrle•41 X1D1eter, 

uNW1Ua .. ....._ ... .u.e •• tollwlac ,.a••• 

ftl8 onua• a .... al ot ,._ .,tbl•lente 
IU) IIIUee bu .... 1 ..... lnt-UOil tn. 
.... 1 ...... ~·"· 

Jle etNeeee the '•lr)•ee et \M nppl7 
et .... ••!1'1ale ,. tbe Pill' lliU), ut et • 
~ ••• , ..... .. t .... 

Jl8 .. .., ... lat .... u. u •• Uae ,,....., 
.... )J u.. v.a. ·~ 1a tlille ,...,.,u. et ,....,_ 
Pael.f1e Jeta.,tande eaal..U.• 

loAM 1a ••• 2,. \M 11'17 DlfU')IIIa) •• IDJ'-t that 
\M onar • O!Mral et tM JetbvJeade Baet IMlM W 
• .,.,,,., .. te tb8 lllalew• b8N t~aat be ..... , .,.,1Y1DI 
s.ar.-u... AdrdN1 IIVt •• tlN!tet • Dee '• ... •• 
...,. ,.sotlD•t t.at ... u. " tile !*to Ja'fal c e·ter 1a 
Olahtl' ta. ObJ.et et Jaft1 ap..u., ,,.,.. !bit be ,._ 
~_..,.,. )ble ~··,...,.._,, .. that w• aa'fal e1teel"ftt' 

• -.. •• 1a •tsnu• ,.., llale•· t~ae cbht et 1an1 
O.••Uoae alae ,.,.._-.. tbe IMtu eenA e 11e1e• ett1 ... 
te A._lNl Bar) 1a X lla. ~ Ban P!pll .. that a 
O.)U Uale• ott1 ... ._. 1teiftll 111 llrutlla tel',_. U••• aM 
)be) be ••• eone)aa\lJ' a.heft1lal lllto.-U• wl!la tile IMtell 
M'fal ca ..... Sll cblet. In~ at !It! WU' ~ 
eebbllebee tbl taet \M) • .Ultar7 .,....... 1e e\aUoaM 
1a ..... la. !be ..... Depal''-at bell .... that all ,..,iDea, 
Sat--u .. \bet tu o '"'bas oenel'al. ,.,_, ' " '" 1a ta.. 
.,.. Bel),. dee1Ne \a 1 ,., bee be• tNn•l\t .. M tM 
Oftlmel' GOilel'ale 

.,... ... ~ ... et ..... 1M ... .. t ... -· 1181 ... 
• .-l .. , •t .,.. • ..,,t.e at •':r-'•••.-• wlliu ,... Da)u 
"" .,,... •• ,... A eeata un • e1111111' ;a,.,. 1e 
... "1111 a..u, ...... 11111 be aa.u. 1a Sinla,.... 

D£W.f1Dl 
&0. 116U, Sec. il(E) and 6(D) o< (Ei 

OSD letter, Mo.v 8, 197~ 

.. RT, NAJi8 o..4\PR 6 1973 



Ae..lNl o~ uto.. u4 Adld.Nl Pc nll are ,... Sa 
latnta. "!'IMH effleore .... ~117 lllto"'M •• \e A~Nl 
~~an•e J"=·, _. lt 1a evtatn that tbeJ bll,. ,.,.,., .. 

,....._, laro .. u on to 'I~ " etborle..- r. .. t l'Dd1H '"'"-'­
U..7 ... •Ul ..- jo1Dt pl.- wl'la t--. Ae.t .... l Ola .. r_. 
tl .. , 'M 17.3.lfnJ tvhot ... Nlt ot tM J.tS.Ut Ploot• 
_. .. ,.~ ~a.btr •.-abea. ftlt forM •oe uaprhwt a 
auSttn• • .. n,J'G7"r•• :S £Ullbaa''• ••••ral aSnwtwoepon 7 aM 
I al......n• clettJ'01tP• znd eut.ars..o t.olldera. 111z tW'fzM 

"'"1' laelt f 1«bt or z1reHf't .:et••o• ac1 •• ., oporeto la 
.,..., wlloN ._lDat.ecl bJ •n•IIIJ aSP ztre""ll• !he)' zrt n• la 
U. lntw•lza•n .ut Jn<!lez . ope:-aU~ ngalnet lbo preb&b Ult)­

el .... tfta\1- et t hh Tt'ea "J za,....no Mftl t •oon. 

A..Sftl l!TJ't. la 111 JAJ\11~f WilD& Mt a-..1'1.1171 1J\ 

..,~t~II,PP"}M~I't' el the .. t••• ~ t ho PM!,!:Clnoo. uill ott oaalYol)' 
TII ... PJL'~~•~•' ....., Mw.l r...... 'low leas• "'- .--.s-. 
- .._ zt ... u. lz problel'ftU-.1. It tbt • •' riM bate 
_, 'bt ztdl'ttcl no- Hanlla7 ;.t!ftl'Nl tla't t.aa been adYh .. te 
.,.rate rrc. \a. lfott:erlanda ~ .. t !ndlot la Rppel't. ot tho 
AtfznM ot LDHD7 111 t\qlpOI't ot tbt l!zttntt ot t ho lfttbubna 
r ut. 11141o•t. ..,. ln ztt.uJr.a Clll J pcnoao YOaatlt ztL....,t.tQr. \e _..lit oU .n.u 1!~. ~h eUilhal I'Tt1re Jnt. 'bone .oulcl bo 

I'N't. n.nr1a. De t u bMD 41roo\Oo4 te ttZIIA17 t hla intot'•t.lan 
te t ho ~t1tb 8NI tho 0\lt.o!a. 'rho A.l'WIJ IIIICI!frt7 aN .UlJic 
w'IOr'f tt1'01't to prod4t loi:1atlt tu~OI t !tW' tbe rul!pp1nete 

'r'I'Oopa• a!rc::'&ft7 •114 -tarlal .., • rou'o wlll bt .... tr:w Ull• 
;c ;111. t'llt. U tM C ed!.JIIJ .,••rat. f 'l'W'! ,..,..., la t bo 
Par l .. t, tiM~~ hit aM ancS n1r t n!. .. t10llt cnatl8 Uaeao reta­

roro .... ta w111 bo a~1lable t•r tbw dattaae at tho lt~btrlaQ&I 
r aat Indl.ea7 A11n\N11a. rncl ~ ... : ealtH. 

ne II'IM1pal proU.Ucm o1 ut,.liJc aorott U. Paoltle 

'0 tlile lo\llorle .. XU' ~oa 11 "J , ... ebolM ol I'M& til "•t. 
at tbl tit.. appMI' nat'•••• !boN arw Det. -euc~t ••ot_..., M 
NOOII't all •••ol.a • ... rwt .. aartu U. ht1t1 .. t,a..,• ,.._. 
n a ••l• _, bo .. ..n... Aa d'-'MU,. 11 t "o r-te aPOQJiil tM 

o.,. el GeM 8 ••• 

'1M '!lttberlaD .. Jeaftl A \t.aebo 111 • aalllaatea baa beta 
latw II tibet. U.. tlDUM St.at11 -ftl T\&tlllwrltla• wou14 bo &1M 
" IU'Ialtll •routtap• " Dl&te •oo••ll ._..,..lac v.s. ~ ftll 
.._ .. u .. wu alto ... \ba' t.M lo\borb .. t Jranl U \aebe 

"' u• 1'0\&tll\18 hoa tbo BlrlUtla laftl Ctnbel t OJ"'lM 
....-taau• 1a o'laor tM. Val._. stat .. .,.,.... 

IW.\mD 
PaAII: llf<JX. B.O 11851. Soc. s-EJ lllld ~) • (!;) 

Lo Rr, l<AUL' APR 6m3 
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Sorlal OUIIll 

, .. p 

patrlf!e rw ' b• JT!•l4!9'• 
Tho attaohod •-r.aaa. et t ho not horlando • lnhter , 

borewtth ret\ll'llod, Mkel t be toll"in« po1ntoe 

,.. Go•ornor Oonor al ot tbe Jot borlondo 
l oot ID41oo baa roool•od no l nror.otl on troa 
.._rloan Hoodq~toro, 

no ot roaaoo tho 1-.portuoo or tho 1\lpplJ 
ot war .. torlala to t ho Par taot, and or a 
oaretl.lllJ ooor41nato4 dotonoo, 

Do r oquoota lnt or.aUoa •• to tho •J•'• 
uood bJ tbo u.s. WoYJ 1D tho protootloa of trono­
Paoltlo lo,blrlanda ohlpplac. 

tato 1a lo•OIIbu 'Ia• II&YJ Dopar.._t ... lllt.,...d t hat 
t M Go•onu G•oral or t bo lfothorlando Goat I'n41oo bad 
roprooontod to tbo Mlnlator horo t bat ho ••• not roool•1n& 
1nt ..... uoa. Act.lrol Hart woo dlroohd on ooo-bol' 1114 to 
oond port1nont 1nror.aUon to tho outob llnal Co=a•dor ln 
OblotJ tho Oblot or KaYal Oporotlono ototod that bo oon­
o14oP04 thlo 1-.-rtant, and • US60otod that our n•••l obooryor 
.. lat oda wt4ortako tbo llaloon, Tbo Chlet or llo•al 
Opora,lono oloo o~otod tho Dutoh aond a 11a1aon ottloor 
'• Admlral Uart ln Manllo, Adolrol nort ropllod t hat o 
outoh lloloon ortloor had boon ln Jlanllo tor o-.o u .. , and 
tbat ho ••• oonotan' b oxoh&n6ln8 lnl'o.-Uon wltb tho outoh 
na•ol co-aMor 1n Chlot. Inq\lli"J at t bo war DopartMnt 
ootabllaboo t bo toot tbat o • l l l t &I'J oboor.or lo atotlonod 
1a Bato•la. Tho r.or Popart .. nt bol l•••• that all por t lnon' 
lnt ..... uon tbat tho C~41D6 oonoral, Anq ~·orooo 1a t bo 
Par s .. ,, ctoolroo to oon•oJ b .. boon tranamlhod to tho 
Oo•orner Gonoral. 

Tbo o\lbjoot ot ooordlnatod dof onoo ••• l ong as• 
a oubjoot or oon•oroatloao at Slngapore,at whlob tM 0\ltob 
.. ro roproooetod. A oontoronoo •l'b o o1•1lor purpooo lo 
an bolnl bold, or •- wlll be hold, 1n l! l ngoporo, 

',, ·'l .......... , - J II( 
"' • •··• DJ o.r (11;1 

, ~ tl ~~"' ' 1w -1. ltH:l 

'' r, M u.,[l PI~ 1i 197 3 



.:.dll1ral oll .. to.N aD4 .AUlral !"lu'naU aN now 1a 
l'at.nill. •:he .. ottleora aN t\1ll7 1nto"WW4 •• to 1 dird!'fll 
Uart•a pl•a•• ud 1t 1a oer\aln that the;, btl•• O«<ffY.,...a 
per Ua.' l.Dtol'Mtlon to the l'etbe!'la.."'de r .. t In41oe autl~1-
\1oa, ... •111 ~ Jo!nt plana wltb t~ A~ral ' laa• terd 
•~Dd• the v.~.I•YJ oartaoo .... ola ot ''- Aalltlo Ploot, 
and ono pe\rol boMber aqua~. Kla tOPeo now o«Mpr1oee I 
er ta• r a, 8 doetr~re, ~ etmboata, ••••ral • 1noew<topo!'e, All4l 
5 • 1roran, cloetro7or, an4 ••bNiri.M ,,,..,,... 111• 1urfaM ... ,,u 1.- f 1trhtor alNnft ~1"•••• an4 0111 •' o.,.roto 1a 
u.aa WIMN ._,lnatecl b;, onea: a1r at.l:'on~tb. ':'tw7 are now 111 
t he Jiethu•hn4a eat ! ntl!.eJJ , opore tlna .,.alnet ~bo pr obe'b111qo 
ot penovatlon of thle aroa ~ Japaoe .. nanl t •o01. . 

l~ r.ar' 11 1"1 ~11~f_ua1n~ hJa .ubmerlnos 1n 
aup~ .r U. dotiiUIO ~ tho Pb.U~p.lDH, aiiA1 oftOAaiYeq 
.,.ua.t --w Mftl ru-oea . .. ow =-eb lCIQ&III' tbe ·~""" 
.... 'bue "' lllalla 1a P~"Nltt ... ueal. Ir ~be aua..rtne be• 
~t. be ah1n.t r... Jranlla, ·~tftl nut !'.u ~ •·'Tilled to 
opera~ rr- u. trot"-rler , . ·ut IndJ .. 1A RJ!pol't or tho 
doton .. et r...... 1a a'lppvt ,r tM doronao ot Use l et lwrl•,de 
~ut JD41ut _.,. 1n eUaU. 01\ J P"'no•• •••~•ll ott e.l;)t1nr. \e 
oltb111 oU 1"'- Po~. E11 n.,r,t.l Nt1r-t b•~• would bo 
I'OI't Danrl.Ao fio l U boa cl1rootocl to GOil'I'O:J t hla int ni'Nltlon 
to t he Dr1 tleb end tho tJUtollao ~ A '1'1111 a~dla.,. aJ"e 1lll'k!JII •••FJ arrort •• pro•~ toc tat le au~ tor tba Ph1l!pplnoa . 
hOopa, alrcNl'\1 ..,. •hr l-.1 aew ., 1'0\lM wUl btl uae4 tor 1\bi.e 
piii'POaOo l!t~' 1t tho Cc ft41{1'1 Oeneral• l f'fl1:1 P'orcn b t be 
Par ~,, t1~ hla ... and •~r •onwnntoat1ona cut, t~••• rot.­
tero .... a •111 be awal loblo ror tbe cSet.aao or tbo letherlanCo 
r:u l\ In.Uea1 .AualNlla, aad lew ~~-~. 

Tlloo pr1De1pal 11-'"Uoo .r llh1J111aa ao...n tM Paaltla 
M 1\M leU.Z.l• .. J:an lbt1oe la bJ 'lilt .tlol• el PINNa 'bat 
•• U.. U.ao appear ...... ,. 'ftleloo are Det enCIQ&h ftiii-Of-r \e 
•--' all ••.-18 • .a.. rou,• a • .,.aaa \118 Pooltla1 tbn\llh tlreo, 
..,,.,. _, t1e ooeorw. •• llter.aU.,. la t ••a l"ft'' ........ ~ o.,e e1 a.. s sa. 

1'ba l etborleot. Rnal A t taobe 111 adalq\oft baa -.. &at••• that tile t11l1W Statu aeftl a~ltl .. .-t• tie cla4 
• ~ • I'CNuap• • 01ato n•••lo dopei."\I.Jal u.s. ~ "-
111111 •U-- elM ... ttw' u. le\barbcta Jaftl H\Mho 
" 1' 11' I'Oiltlnp h'fla &be DrlUab lawal c • sv.l ••nl• 
OI'IIUllaU• ln ether then UalW :''e\e a pol."\a. 

G.aD 
&.0. 11663, S.C. 8(B) ad 6(D) or (E) 

05D -· a&., .. 1872 
,.. RT, _..,..APR 6 1973 



/~r­
.s ... -(-

/'1/.- rl.v./c.ut/.r:J 

ernment aaya that 

the Unite~ States Oover~~ent are aweitin~ aasent 

ot His Majesty's Government to Du tch aaaoo 1et1on 

with the combine~ Chiara or Starr Committee ror 

~iaouaa1on or matters relating to the South Weat 

Paolt1o. Please at once 1ntor= the United 

States GoYern:ent that we welco=e auch 

parUoipatlon by t!!e Dutch. 

~obruary l7tb lQ42. 



R OYAL NETHERLANDS LEGATION 

WASHINGTON 

./ . 

CA- 4d'/ ~.,_V,.t 

~-t\y 

De r .r . .topkins , 

In accordance with 't.h'l lresident• s wish , 

I have t~c honor to tr ns nit to ~·ou ...,ere~ i th 

a personal ~essa~e of lcr ~j~sty , the ucen 

of the .ctherlsnds to the Ireaident of the 

United .:>t:l.'t.cs of America . 

Believe me , dear .r . ~opkins 

r . f.arr y ~opkins 
Tne r.hi to •iouse 
'Aasl.inJton , D. C. 

Yours sincer~ly , 

..---

/P" 

-



The serious development of events around Java 

and tne iiMlinent menace to our last •nllitary strong­

hold , which is a most valuable base for an offensive 

a6ainst Japan , induoesme to make a most urgent appeal 

to you , my dear rresident , as an as&ootate and great 

friend of •ny country . 

That isl and where about 50 million people live , 

my peoples ~nd I are determined to defend to the last . 

I am fully convinced you ~ill give all po~sible 

help , bu·~ I must emphasize "that in 1:nis moment irrunediate 

assistance is t,e only real one . 

I have been greatly heartened by the recent 

successful cooperation of o.u- :forces and I "thereby 

feel all the more convinced "that , if such action 

could be repeated , -cne whole situation might be changed . 

Wilhelmina 
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Februa17 a6, 1942. 

IIIMI AID PUIOJW. JOR •lfBASB.UlOR BIDDLI, LOJlX>Ir. 

FOR H, II. THE QUEml OP 'l'JIE IIE1'11ERLABDS 

r baYe rece1Yed your peraonal ..... ,e aa4 I -.at 

to aa.ure you tbat we are 4o1Da eyerytblDI poaalble to aet 

110n tl&hte• pl&Ma into Jan. ac- are on tbeu •Y \hen 

41rectl.T at the pre18Dt tiM. The problea 1a 101AI to be 

to aet tlabter pl&Dea ti'OII Autnlla to lna 1D Ylew ot 

the apparat loaa ot t1110r. Ill people 1D Autn.lla ban 

4et1n1te order• to keep aen41n& all poaa1ble re1Dtorae .. ota 

ot •••1'7 8114 aDT ld.D4 tbat will be uaetul. I tb'nk \he 

.A.erloan layY ahlpa are opentlDa uaef'llll1 \IDIIJ_. your MJI1ftl, 

I rece1Yed word tra. Aftba that ou plaoea aot 

tun lut 1D tiM. !he cout I\IDI 11114 arr1Yed two or tluo" 

d&ya before \he ~t bu.t bad not yet be-. Nt ap. 

Apparently the planaa preYented 4eabw1Uoa of tbe ret1M'7. 

ID \be leat 1Dd1ea your toroea an patUDI u, 

a aall&Dt tlpt aa4 ROM or ua bere aubeorlbe to tM tboqbt 

tbat they will 1Dnltebl.T be defeated. there an 11 ... 

tbat \be lapaaeae an .aoh 41aWJ'bed b7 tbeu ao..C1Dil7 

baayY lOIIel. 

I aead J<N 'aT Yti'J wara rep1'41. 

DICLI.SSUID 
By DeJUt 7 Arohiviot ot t•• U.S. 

~Y w. J. Stewart ~u FEB 7 1972 
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IIAY 26, 1,..2 

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM AMBASSADOR BI DDLE; 

FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM QUEEN WILHELMINA IS CON­VEYED TO YOU AT HER ftEQUEST; 
"I All LOOKING FORWARD VERY IIUCH TO IIY VISIT TO YOU AND IIRS ROOSEVELT AND WILL BE HAPPY TO MEET 
YOUR COUNTRYMEN AND SEE YOUR BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY SO SOON. I GREATLY THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND 
MESSAGE. WILHELMINA." 

IN A DAY OR TWO PRINCE BERNHARD WILL GIVE ME DETA ILS OF ACCOMPANYING PERSONS AND PLANS IN THE UNITED 
STATES. HE TELLS liE THAT THE QUEEN WILL PLAN TO DePART ON ELEVEN JUNE . 

NCR 3886 

DECLASSIFIED 
s .... O.pt. Lottar. l·urt 8 

By J . Scbaul>!. ~,--

tlJCLJ.SStriD 
b ps ps'p 0 

, , l a at , •• lhlc 

... sr • : 1 tuaa a oat•---

7 1972 
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LOIIDO:l 

VI A STAT!. DEPARTiruliT (CODE) JUI E l l , 1942 

~ 
.ALL ARRA.\ GDmNTS - CAl/ADIAll GOVERNI UI'l IUDE, 

PU:t.SP' biRE CANADI.l!l PREiliER PU.CL .AJID HOUR OJ' ARRIVAL 

AND HOTIJ'Y liE ALSO . I PERbONALLY PEAk I CAlf!IO T CO TO 

HYDE PARIC UNTI L Tli'ENTYEIGI:ITH BUT EXPECT TO SEE TlJE GUEST 

Tlll::tl . 

ROOSt.VELT 



I!OI:OHAbl.C " . MACKENZI E Kl !IG 
OTTAWA 

VI A SlATE DEPART~~;T ( CODE) JUm: 11 , 1942 

THAIIK YOU FOR liAIIDLI N<.. 7JU .~lATTER I 1'ELEPHONJ::D 

YOU AWUT. PLE.~<SJ:. TIIA/11'\ THE GOVERIIOH GENERAL ALSO , 

IIAV£ Afit\ED bl DLLE l iii'ORM YOU HOUR A:ID PLACE A.RRI VAL , 

I THI N!( OUR GUEST SliOULD STAY AT 07TAWA UNTIL AOOUT 

TlfE TIYE.'~TIETH DE70RE PROC<..EDI I/0 TO HOUSE AT STOCKBRIDGE 

IIASSACIIUSET'l'S , THUS GI VIUO TI.IIIE TO HAVF. HOUSJ:. I N PROPER 

ORDER. I C~HOT GO TO HYDE PARK UIITI L AB:>UT JUNE TWEliTYEI GJ:!TU 

llUT WI LL SF.E OU~ GU~ST AT AbOUT THAT TIJ.IE. PLEASE TELL 

1.7R DAUOHT,'R OJ' THE AOOVE. 

ROOS J:;VRLT 
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FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM AMBASSADOR BIDDLE 
11 JUNE 1942 

(1) QUEEN WILHELMINA ASKS ME TO TRANSMIT TO ¥0U 

THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE: "I THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR 

MESSAGE AND VERY KIND THOUGHT SUGGESTING SHORTENING UY 

JOURNEY BY FIRST LANDING AT OTTAWA AND I SHOULD BE VERY 

HAPPY IF THAT COULD BE SO ARRANGED. I SHALL BE DELIGHTED 

TO COME AND STAY WITH YOU AND MRS. ROOSEVELT AT HYDE PARK 

AS YOU SO KINDLY PROPOSE AS SOON AS I AU SETTLED IN THE 

HOUSE WHICH YOU SO KINDLY INFORM ME WILL BE AT MY DISPOSAL 

FROM THE 15TH AND WHICH I AU SURE WILL BE MOST BECOMING 

WILHELMINA." 

(2) IN CONNECTION WITH THE QUEEN'S VISIT TO HYDE 

PARK, I KNOW SHE WOULD APPRECIATE ¥OUR GIVING HER A HINT 

LATER AS ro JUST WHEN YOU AND MRS. ROOSEVELT WOULD LIKE HER 

TO COME. 

(3) IN CONNECTION WITH YOUR THOUGHTFUL OFFER TO 

INFORM THE CANADIAN GOVERNOR GENERAL AND PREMIER OF THE \ 

QUEEN'S APPROACHING ARRIVAL IN CANADA, SHE WOULD BE MOST 

GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD SAY TO THEM THAT SHE WOULD GREATLY 

APPRECIATE THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENTS REGARDING YOUR COMMUNI­

CATION IN THE MATTER AS ALSO BEING IN BEHALF OF THE NETHERLANDS 

GOVERNMENT, WHICH FOR REASONS OF SECURITY,BELIEVES IT BETTER 

f\A,C .e 

8IICLAIISJ7IBD 
- n.,t. Lett«, 1·U·'I1 

By J. Sr~ouhle D•t• f"t 8 7 1972 



r'AGE 2. 

NOT TO MAKE AN INDIVIDUAL COMMUN ICATI ON WHICH WOULD OTHER­

liSE BE THENORMAL PROCEDURE. 

(4 ) PRINCE BERNHARD BEGS LEAVE TO SUGGEST THAT 

IHEN COMMUNICAT IIG liTH CANADIAN GOVERNOR GENERAL AND 

PREMIER, A REFERENCE MAY BE MADE TO THE NEED FOR THE CANADIAN 

AUTHOR 1-TI ES PROV I Dl NG THE NECESSARY POLl CE PROTECT! ON WHILE 

IN CANADA. 

(5) ARRANGEMENTS FOR PLANE ARE BEING WORKED OUT 

SATISFACTORILY AND THE QUEEN TENTATIVELY PLANS TO TAKE OFF 

TOMORROW OR THE DAY AFTER. I SHALL LET YOU KNOW DEFINITE 

DAY OF DEPARTURE AND PROPOSED CANADIAN POINT OF ARRIVAL AS 

SOON AS PAN AMERICAN HAS WORKED THI S OUT, SO THAT YOU CAN 

CONFIRM TO PROPER CANADIAN AUTHORITIES. 

(6) SINCE THE DUTCH CONSTITUTION REQUIRES THAT THE· 

MONARCH SHALL NOT GO ABROAD WITHOUT A MINISTER, FOREIGN 

MINISTER VAN KLEFFENS, ACCOMPANIED BY AN ASSISTANT, BARON 

C. W.VAN HAERSOLTE , WILL GO TO THE UNITED STATES IN FULFILL­

MENT OF THAT REQUIREMENT. THEY WILLHOWEVER NOT TRAVEL IN THE 

QUEEN' S PLANE. 

(7} IN THE PARTY ACCOMPANYING THE QUEEN , ZINAIDE 

SOZPENKOFF HAS BEEN SUBSTITUTED FOR MARIA GROENHUIJZEN AS THE 

QUEEN'S MAID. 

NCR 3458 

•11&111& IE I 

DECLASS!P!P:D 
8e.ete Oeflt, t.eu..r, 1·11·11 

~ J. BchaobJ. o... F£8 7 19J( 
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< 9 JUNE 1942 

FOR PRES IDENT F. D. ROOSEVELT. 

FROW BIDDLE 

JONKHEER VAN TETS VAN GUDRIAAN, CH IEF OF 

CIVIL HOUSEHOLD OF QUEEN WILHELMINA; LIEUTENANT 

CHRISTOFFEL KREDIET AND FIRST LI EUTENANT DI RK TER 
lEEK, AIDES; AND MARIA GROENHUIJZEN, WAID, WILL 

ACCOMPANY QUEEN WILHELMINA. 

NCR2292 

OEOII!T DiOAET 

DECUSSJFIII!D 
s~ote Dep L Letter. 1-11flB 7 1972 

IIJ J. Bcbo<ablo p • ..,, __ 
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