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General Outline 

SI aoti~itiea in China and So~tbeaat Ali a will be directed 

troa two general headquarters, one at C~un&king and the other at 

!lew Delhi , 

JIICLASSIFIEll 

1 . ~tin directed trom Chl!!16ki!lll will inol~deo 

J.oti viti eo in Sooth China 

!JI&in buo will be a t Chungkinr; , and principal intermediate 

baoea at XWIJIIitlf; and Kwoilin, 

Acti~tiea in Burma--Thailand--lndo-China-- Ha!aza 

!JI&in baee will be a t Kur>.ming, 

J.oti vi tiee in llortb China 

Baaea yet to be dotercined, 

J.ot i vitiea in llanob~ia and Korea 

Baaea yet to be deterained, 

2, J.oti~tioa directed trom New Delhi will inol~deo 

J.oti vi t i u in Burma-- Thailandoo- llal.aya 

Baae in Auam with Eitler, Cloae collaboration will be 

maintained with the oorreaponding aoti~tiea baaed on Xunaing, 

It~ be that theee aoti~tiea will enntually be bro~ght 

under the direction ot tho b aae at Kunming, b~t thh deoiaion 

will be deterred. 

I J' Author l ty o f 00 7' oz.-._ • 
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SI Plan tor China and jloutheaat Asia 

Aotivities in Sumatra 

Wain base will be at Colombo. 

Initial Step a 

The initial steps to be taken aret 

Page 2 

1. To aend Judge Allman with Drummond, Gleysteen and Sargent 

to Chungking, as economic and toohnieal adviser on General Stilwel l ' s Statf, 

Judge Allman will establish the Chungking General Headquarters and the 

Chungking bue tor South China aeti viti es and will promptly move to 

establish the intermediate bases at Kunming and Kweilin tor South China 

activities , He will also exercise general supervision over the prompt 

establishment of the Kunming base for activities in Burma~~Thailan~~ 

Indo~China~~~laya. 

2, To send J.lr, Sohob, to6ether with Chartrand, Pitt ard, 

Major Glass and Capt . Wester to Ei fler an4 to Kunming, Scholz will 

dioouss possibiliti es with Eifler, and then proceed to Kunming to 

est ablish his base . He may l eave Chartrand and poasibl y either Pittard 

or Wester with Eifler to begin the development ot acti vities at that 

base, He wi.ll proceed to Kunming with the others , to establish hie 

headquarters there in a ccordance with the general plan ot Project 

FE No , 23. A small number of Thais who have been thoroughl y trained 

in thia count ry will be tent out either initially or very soon there-

a.rter. 



SI Plan for Chint. and Southet.st Aait. Pt.ge 3 

3, To aend Lieut, Koke, with one American and five 

Indonesians, to Colombo , to report to Ripley there , Ripley will be 

inatruoted to oatt.blieh het.dqut.rtere t.t Colombo and to undertt.ko 

activities in accordance with tho ~oneral plan of Project FE No , 22. 

4. To direct Hutcheson to eatablish general headquarters at 

New Delhi , 

c 

Timett.ble for turther Devel opment 

It is oonte.mplated that the foregoing t. cti vi ties, onoe 

properly startsd, will expand rapidly, and will involve t he employment, 

within six F.onthe to a year, of 180 officers, 670 enlisted men, a 

number of ci viliana and hu.ndreds of nati vee . The preoi se rate and 

direction of development will be governed, of oourae, by tho wiohea 

of the Thet.ter Commanders, the t.dvice ot our men on the ground, and 

the t.vailabi l ity of traneportt.tion and military peraonnol. 



N 0 T E 

A detailed &QPlitioation ot thie out-

line ie in preparation and will be ready by thie 

evonin&, It will include an integration of theeo 

plana with the radio intelligence network tor 

the lOth and 14th Air Fcroea previoualy prepared 

by Col onel Lowman at the requeet of General 

Davidaon. 

The headquartora tor S.I. aotivitioe in 

India~ be ohirtod from Now Delhi to Eifler' a 

baae at Aaoaa. 



1\c ,.. . ., plMnin• to ~end t~n men ae geolo[!;lat• In conr.ect.lon wi t h 

the oU field oiev•lo,,Mntt in x.n.u, !\inldonr.. ""d Shend provinc~a . 

Six would be in the area •dJocent to t on chow •~ere oil devoloprn~nt 

It new b•l n~~: ~-'Mlrler .. bly "xpauled, t .. "' llt t ru111eh\ on th• k'uo oian 

border, ond two In Shensi nPtu" YoMn, (ener$1 h•odqllarterA of the 

C:O...'llunht rorc"• , ':'h~se "'"n l<f'B to be sent to Chino tn ~on,junction 

with Ul' Tl't\lloj)~rt Col':l:llon<i pro,jeet , to provide fo.<'ilitit~a for niation 

~asoliue, to neat tranS!)ort a1vt coiRb&t r-.,quirenentft . 

I 
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20 !!arch 1944 

ME.\lORANDUM FOR THE PhESlJ!!;NT 

Here i s a statement rr:a6.e by Abr ., H~>· itt , 

l"hom 1 thin~ you .mo• . He vas in Cr. eden for fO:l!P time 

and thef'P notes represPnt a meeting -~ith D1·. i..erb ten , 

attendinp physician of Hiw•nl~>r , and the efforts of 

Kersten to induce !le•·itt to eo to Germany. 

Ve have told He; itt that he shocld not ao 

this as 1 assumed you woula not care to have Americans 

in Germuny on such a basis . 

ril!iao J . Donovan 
Director 
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CO!iT.i.Ct 'o.ITrl HI . .L R 

I. Eackgr o\Uld 

1that f ollows can best te \Ulderstood in the 

l i ght of the £:r>nerol Sv.edioh position and the or6 ani ­

zation of Ewedi sh econo~. \bile i n a pol itical cense 

the Swedes are fr eedom-lovi niZ peor.le and consequentl_y 

more than 90::; pro-United .lations , there i s in Sv.eden a 

vert deep seaW lear and aistrust of Russi~t !lOU the 

motives of tie existin~ Russian government. The G~eues , 

t herefor e , being a small nation , are l ooki ng for a coun­

ter-wei ght to Russi a after the v·ar. They believe thtJ.t 

the only effective CO\UltP.r -v·e ipht for them is Germany. 

On thi s account and due to the fact that a very big pro­

porti on of Swedish foreiL'!I trade i:; conducted 'i th Ger­

~any Md that there are very heavy Swedish iDV"fh •·nts 

in G"rmany , the Pt edes are anxi ous that GernWl,Y shoula 

not bt> tot ally destroyPa. In fact , the Sv.edes vould 

like to see the 1••nr brot• ht t.o an end I' i th the leust 

possible dest ructi on of Germf~y . 

Swedi sh econom] i~ or~unized in three rcncr al 

blocks : (a) Governc.ent monol'olies , includins., r liilro&ds , 

telephones , teleeraphs , electric pov.er, ~:lcohol ana 
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tobacco ; (b) Cooper'tives covering a large percrntage 

of consumers 1 goods , such af' flour mills , arocPrirs , r lc. ; 

end (c) Private benkin~ , mining and manufacturing. This 

last fiel d i s lareely dominated by organizations controllrd 

by l"nskilda Banken. This bank is controlled and manf.t8cd 

by the rallenb~>rg family v.ho have been bankers 1 or t.. long 

ti~e end r~ose foreign connections are the most i~.ortant 

and extensive of any group in s~eden . 

The present manr.pine director of tile ban~< is 

Jakob Vi allen berg , I' ho is a bachelor about 54 years olo.. 

He is restJonsible iol' the business of the bank de&ling 

v iih the Europ~>o.n contin~>nt. , indt,d ing Gertm.ny . His 

younger brother , Jvrcu~: \''allen berg , is responsible for 

the business of tbe bank de&line Yith Lhe Eng.ish-s¥cuk­

ing 'I'Orld and Soutl. Americc; . 

Jakob V'all~>nberr is the permanent nre:otiator of 

thr Swedirh eovP'r'llll'Pnt vith thP GPrman governm~>nt in mat­

ter~ pertainin~ to trading agreements , barter , etc. ln 

this position he has frequent contacts v.Hh the German 

government and visits Ge1nany about four or fiv£ times a 

year. In his privute c~pecity as a leaaing bknl<er, e is 

in touch \',ith a cross-crction of the high ranking German 
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finnnci al and manufacturing inleretts . 

I had .mo1'1l J8.;(ob \ sllenberg in 1~32 1 hen I 

was in Stockholm repref~>nting a tru~tee in bankru, tcy of 

the International •.:atch Corpor a lion , the American hold in[ 

co"''oany f or the Ivar KrPu,rrer intr>rr>sts. J,, a r.,.sult of 

reorganization of the lCJ•euger interests, t he \'. all0nberg ' s 

took over control of the ::.,edi sh .,,atch Company ana Inter­

national !tatch Corporation , incll•<ling thPir rubl'ic ial'ies 

throu,.,hout the 1··orld . ''hr>n I first saw \,allen berg in ku­

gust 1943, he i ndicatea thnt cells ~ere fot~ing i n GProany 

f or the pur Doce of over·throl"ing Hitler and he asked rne i f 

I wouii' be v.illinc to mPPt • i th represent ... ti\'es of these 

ce>lls. I reported t his fact at once to the American Min­

i ster in ;;.tockholm, "r. IIPrschel Johnson. He cc.bled the 

State Departmlnt t.t once , but no ansv.er l'ar received in 

Stockhol m. tt the end of thi s 1i r:.t int .. rvie•. dil1 '..!U­

lenberf , he stated thAt his fr i enos in Germany ~ere ~o~e­

what •r-rplexed about Ai mo.ler ' s true motives. ',',hile he 1"118 

supposPd to be entirely loyal to qitlPr, certc.in c~wn es 

v ere taking place in GemWly v,hich could only raise ques -
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t ions i n the minds of intelligent ob .. ervers. \','al.l.enberp, ' s 

statPrr.ent was made in vague terms of this sort. I took 

i t t o mean that ther e v.as some question as to Rimmler ' s 

intention, eventually t o oust Hitler and to taKe over the 

government himself. 

Shortly after this conversation , Hi lllllll er was ap­

poi nted Mi nister of the Interior , continui ng to hold hi s 

other pos,ts as Chief of the Gestapo ond Chief of the SS. 

P.fter about three months had gone by , I called \'allenberg ' s 

attention t o the fact that nothing more had been heard of 

his pr oposal thc.t I should meet v. i th repr esentatives of the 

cells organizi ng in Germany to overthrow Hitler . I asked 

i f thi s meant that , follov. i ng hi s appointment as flin i :-.ter 

of the I nterior , Bimmler had succeeded in li~uiaating all 

of these cells , and that there vas no l onger in Germany 

any underground movement or gr oup of cells v.orth talki ng 

about. V'allenberg confirmed t hat thi s was true , saying 

that, so far as he knew, there 1"8S no longer any or€,ani zed 

resi stance t o the Nazis i n Germany . 

He eave i t as hi s opinion that the only alterna-



- 5 -

tives t o Hitler i n Germany v,ere {a) the army , an(.( (b) 

Ri mmler. He stated that corJJtunications bet~' een high a.rJey 

offi cers v,ere under the control and supervision of ll i mm­

ler' s men ; that whenever an army cell began to form 1·.hi ch 

was hostile to Hi tler , Rimmler let it form w1ti l he was 

sure he kner; who all the> memb<>rs were . These officers 

were then relieved of their commands. This stateml?nt of 

Rimmler ' s relations wi th the army and his control of 

communicc:.tions bet1.een the officers vas confirmed to me 

by tv•o other Ewedes , who were very well informed about 

exi stine conditions in G<>rmany. 

rallenberg ' s statemPnt tha.t the only alterna­

tiVE'S to Hitler l'le>r e (a) the army , and (b) Hilhllller , was 

confLrmed by every v·ell informed Sweae I knew who dis­

cussed the matt er dth me . 

\':allenberg ' b statements v·ere further confirmed 

by the fact that the Sweaes, 011tF-ide thPir offi cial legation 

and consulate , had bui lt thei r government connections in 

Germany largely ar ound Rimmler and his oreani zation. 

The Swedes comi ng out of Germany reported that 

nearly everyone in Germany thought that Germany could not 
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win the ~~r. Ho~evPr , th~y did not f eel thol their posi­

tion was hopel ess &nd would continue to fiJht . Their 

hopes werP ba~Pd on (1) a successful r esistance to the 

Russi ans after shortPning thPir line some1·•here about the 

Ger man border ; (2) that they would be able to repulse the 

in vas ion launched from ""n~ lana ; iilld (3) the devast11tine pf­

fects of their so-callPd "sPcret lea~on• vhen u~eo . The 

.ossi p i n Germany 9LS that thi~ ~eapon vould only le used 

y·hen the inv?sion from T'rlelc.na v ;;s launched. 

Finally , all :.:.wPat?s infor med about Germany ~:reed 

in reporting t hat the doctrine of "unconditional r.urrenoer" , 

announced by the United !lations , haa r esulted in unitine 

everyone in Germ&ny behind Hitler at lt tirr.e v.hen tl.e h!ird ­

ships of the v.ar and the natual forces of <iisinteo~r<'tion 

~auld otherrise be disru~ting Germany. 

II . Dr . Ker stPn 

In vie" of the f oregoing , I was not sur prit-.ed 

when about the betinning of October 1943 during a call at 

the office of a very cloEe f riend of mine , who was one of 

th<> key oen in the V'&ll('nberg oreanizztion , he hrmae<l ~:;e 

a card which read , "Dr . F eli)( !Cer~ tEn , l'eaecinolrad". !.lY 
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friend explained that this 1·as the highest finnibh medi -

cal title , there being only three living men 1.ho hold it. 

He explained t hat while he himself was not acquainted l'"ith 

the doctor personally , he did know that he was one of the 

most powerful men in Germany. He r•ent on to say that seven 

Sv.edi sh engine<>rs emrloyed by the Sl'ledi sh !t.atch Subsidiary 

in Poland had been caught ana convicted of 110rking vi th the 

Pol i sh Underground . The Director of lhe Swedish ... atch ,,!one­

poly in Germany , Alva Moller , a mutu .. l friend of ours , had 

gone to the doctor dth a plea to have the death sentence 

of the Swedi sh engineers collll!luted, and this had been cione . 

In additi on , the do• tor had arr11Ilged for tYIO Lutch chi loren , 

tJ,e son and aaughter of the former Dutch ~inister to ltc.ly , 

to be given safe conduct through Germany to join their sis ­

ter in Sweden . This had been done without delay , and I sav. 

t he children myself to verify this account. They did not, 

of course , know who had arra.DJ;ed for their passage but 1 

di d verify that they had been tryine to ef't out of bwitzer ­

land for more than t hree years without success. 

Since the doctor was renownect as a nerve speci&l­

ist , an apnointmf'nt was arranged for him to examine me on 
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t he pretext that I had vPrtebrae in rnif back which ~ere 

causing me pain. 7he mrPtinP took I·lacP b!lU I founo tt.at 

the doctor sooke finni!'h , Russ i r n , JJutch tnd Ger" n but 

no li'n~lish . All convPrsrd .. ions bctveen us took pl ace in 

Ge~m . ?he doctor agr ccc to ~ivP ~e a cour~e oi trc.t-

ment which he said v:ould extend f or about six wePt:S . This 

he di d , ei vin .. mP. a mPnual ber~ny treetr.11 nt v hich \ ,a;, de­

s ipned to get blood i nto the nerVP!' . The t r Patmr>nt ,. as 

I 

vory painful and lasted for about an hour each d~y exce~t 

Su.11days . 

Durinr the course of thcce tredtments the doctor 

told ~e about his life, as follo~s : 

Re had been a very poor boy in Finlana ana i1aci 

suffprro considerable hl'rdships in order to com •. lete hi s 

medical education . Th" develo_:>crn t of this manual t herapy 

treat~ nt t hrouph the nervous syHtern was Pntirely his ov.n 

vork. Ri s practice hed. r rown ~ntil, in li28 , he n :,. ca.l.Led 

into consultation by the Court in Holland to examine Henry , 

the Prince Concort. He rave t he Prince 1:1 course of manual 

therapy v.hich wa~ so successful the t he v.&.~ retained to 

become t he "Leibarzt" to the Prince. He sE-ttled in 'rhe 
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Hague ~here he remained except for t rips to Italy where 

he treated 1.1ussolini , Ciano and other hit::h Italian gov­

ernment offi cials , and also members ana officials of the 

Rumanian court and government . 

In 1938, be had treated nirr.mler Veith ~reat suc­

cess. The re:::.ult 1\US that, 1·.ncn the Germans overran Hol­

land i n 191.0 , the Gest apo notified him that they v.ould 

not bP responsibl e for the safety of his family or hi mself 

unless hP n:oved to Berlin. This he did i n 19-tl. lle shov·ed 

me a Gest~po paper requi ring hi~ to move. His puryose in 

showinP thi~ paper nrobably r;as to try to persuade me tL.t 

his removal to Berlin was not volunt&ry . 

He became "Leibarzt" to Himwlur aJtd wafi re't.ainea 

by the SS oreanization to treat 21 of their officials each 

year. This requ ired him to snend a gr eat deal of his time 

at SS HeadquarterF . His contr act proviaed for a salary of 

60 ,000 marks a year, and he v.·as gi ven six t i mes the normal 

gasol ine ration for doctorA. 

HP explained hil' presence in l.>v.etten by sayi ng 

that Alva Aloller had come to hi m and had offerea him 

100, 000 Swedisr. kroner if he could succeed in rerru<:.aing 
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''i~-l,.r ~;.r1d 'litl~r t.o corJ 11tP. t!le srnt~:~c~ oi dP. th tor 

t.!--e sPv"n E~.roirr Pn in errs . He rFpol'ted tha t. .e had 

talr.Pd v ith Hin.ml"l' Anvnr, l time!' ana iu.a int,.rviN cu 

.itlPr t1•o or t'lrrr> tiMeiJ ff. r<>ll on this r.<..tLfJ' , He 

~ tu tE>d the. t hP. ha(• rPf\1~ I'd tht Ol'i Pr Of .J.I)J 1 vu•J J<rOtU:r 

point ol!m.:. 

\~~n thP death fPnt~~c~ v s co=cutE>d , t.e frr,n. , 

ll-trou"h P.lvc. ''ollPr, a~J(ed if i.1Pre ~·as not ::o. ~"~tl • in t ·"Y 

could do for him , and invited him tu S!Jtnd 11 t.v.o mon t.h& ' 

vacation in f'vedE'n . 

Wh .. t I thi nk hap PnPd ,. as th.:.t h• l ·Pporteu t:1e 

o-ffr>r of 10·'), 00') Kornocr to Hi[l...ler, v:ho told him to re-

1u:;e it , bu!. arr<.n 'Fd to f et •he en"ineers ' aeath ~emh1Ces 

co~r utod . Hi-r'!lE>r knev that the b ·.·eceE voulo have to o: fer 

t ae rioctor :::o~et·br el:-e bN'ides money , ma t.'u.t. t.here '\'aS 

vPry l i ttle el~P thPv coulo ao exce}t i nvite ~irr for a 

viFit to Sweden. Und1.1outedly , i t suit~>d. Hireler ' s purpote 

v~>ry v.ell t o havP a l'Pprct entutivE: in Stockholm v ho VIllE not 

a German c i t i zen , anct 11 Hnnif;h c i t i zen voulo be mucn mo1·e 

able to establi sh contr.ct ' i th Amcric&ns . 

Durin th~ conroE' ol six veE>kS" ' trec.t.u:<:nt , tt,fl 



- 11 -

doctor told me a good deul ebout llimmlcr. ilimmler had 

started life a~ an aericultural student , 11nd h/\0 remnined 

t'-.rour,hout his lif<? keenlJ int~reb ted in .,UF-' tions of 

race ana hPredity. ::e 'f!as fanatic<.lly anti-liuscian , hav­

ing a ~reat fear of the conrccuences of the hi h rluEsian 

birth rate , and di slikinp t.he threatened mixtnrl' of Slav 

blood v. it.h German blood . On the other !land, he had a 

great l ikin. for ~he /~glo-~axono because o! th~ir oimi ­

lari ty of blood anu racial C!•ar:..cter istics r:i th the Gcr­

"nans . 'Hmt ler had stated r~peat.edl.y 1.0 the doctor 1;t.c..t 

a pity it Wl:IS that Germans had to fight Ervrlibhmen and 

Amei·icans , v ho v ere phsyciall.y so like the Gcrmcns. 

Contrary to most mecber~ of the Cc~t:..po , ni~­

ler Y &s conu letely honest.. ~.~> lived on a sall1l'y of 

36 ,000 marks a year, and had no i nterest in accumulc..ting 

monoy . Furthermore , he v·as completely loyal to his v. i fe , 

a 1 or;;un !!O"'" 1::> years ol<l!'r thu.n ll i m:nler. 

'j'ho doctor saia thnt most o! t:.e mini:-.tors i n 

the German t::ovemcl'nt , such as Ley , Viere totally uni n,Jort­

ant. flimmler ' s relations l"i th Go~;bbels c..ad r ibLentrop 'f'ei·e 

very bad as there was acut e jeo.lousy on each l'ia~> . I 
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gathered that Goering was no lon. er ver y important as 

a vital force in GPrmany , and hence did not count a 

great deal in Himmler 1 s calculations one '"ay or another . 

Martin Bormann , on the other hand, hua been put 

in by Ri mmler in t he party chancerJ unetel' !less , s.nd after 

Hess 1 imori sonment in Enzland 1 Bormann haa ta.cen his 

place . So far as th!? doctor knov , Bormann v:as still a 

HbrolPr 'llan . 'ly Swedish fr i ends l)ad told me tha.t the SS 

had been expanded enormously and they believed i ncluued 

1 , 50~ , 000 men as early as January 1943. The doctor re­

ported that there ',"ere over 2, Q()·J , 000 men in the SS in 

October 1943 , a11d that about 60J, 0')~ more men v.ere in the 

Gestapo , all undPr Hi mmler 1 s control and cor:mand. 

Himmler rPalized that Germnny could not tt in the 

war. Ho was anxious to salvage as much as possi ble from 

the ''.Teck and knew that the United N<...tions r•ould not oeal 

dth Hitler on any conditions . I told t he doctor that 

Hi!:lllller had a ven bad press indeed , in both En5land and 

/.rnerica , anu that it was very doubtful whethe:r the Ameri ­

can or British governments r,oulo deal ;· i th tli mmler on any 

ter;ns . 
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The doctor urged me to come to Germ~y to dis­

cuss !.J i rru1ler ' s position l' i tl-t hi m, and to see llhet·-,er a 

settlement mi1'1-tt not be possible . He i ndicated clearly 

that, on certa in conditions , Himmler was prepared to 

overt:-trov, Hitler, anc, t..l-tat J:e 1••as the only man y;ho had 

po1•.er to do so in Germany. I told hi m that. I di<i not 

repres~nt the American gover~ent , ana th~t I did not 

even know what the current 'lalicies of the America"! gov-

ernment 11ere , anct th .. t on this account , i t woula be point-

less for me t o t alk dth Ri mmler. The doctor t~en sug­

feStPd t'lat I return to l.ashi n,oton , famili<'ri ze myself 

~ith the position of the American rovernmPnt ana come bacK 

to Europe. 

He mentioned to me that Himmler was organizing 

his own/Pvernmcnt r. ithin the lC ....... , anu that hi s tv o chief 

advisors on ::'orei!:n affahs wl?re Ober FuehrE>r V'alter 

Sc'lellenb0rg and Dr . braun ; that he would be elad to eet 

one of these men to come to Stockholm to confirm ~hat he 

had b<>en saying to rne. V' i thin a cou1Jle of aays , he told 

me that Schellenberg ,·,as in &tockholm anci v aula l i ke to 

see me . 
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I sav. Colonel ~'chroll~?nbnrg twic~ fJld he coll­

f i r.r.Pd I'VE'rYthin • t. 1"t • r . 1 rr~•nn h a bern tl'lli'l,. ml' . 

111' a1~o 'l'I'PSrl'd mp to CO~P to G"!\ll:.ny to t, lk ,. ith Hi cuu­

lPr. I told hi m t>l .. t I v.us bt no neMs certain th t t • .:re 

Yould be any point in my comin~ even at a leter aat , and 

that I mirht havro troublr> ~Pttin•· out of Stockholm uuc to 

t!-te VCFJ t.i<"ht priority ::itua.tion o 1 t.!'le ...,rhhh ; lanf's . 

!IP fit once off,r~>d to _Jut lOP ont tnroueh Li.,uon , i ving 

me &;,. T'p cunuuct. 1..~u ou~'l Gero::~>.'1.Y and Frc..ncP , hE> :;u E>::. tPa 

that, \':hen 1 co•·IP bo.c;.c to Jc: urol1e , 1 co :~e bacK to Li .. uon , 

o.s th<> GPstapo 01 au i zat.ion ""as v"ri "00 t ,1-.,.e ana ~ ns , 

i n his O;lin iOI'l 1 Ver'l ;.•001' i n .., tocKholm. Je I" ave !i.e tne 

nnmPs of 2 of his •nl'n in ,iHbon , &ct.roeder 11nd f:srPir..cy , 

to ~<>tin touch Y. it ~ th<>m . He sf1ia t:1at thPy 1ould 11evP 

a GPrmftn pe.ssoort r Po.d.'J for me . 

':'hE> cocto"' rPported t:wt rince I i(>(l , t .. P Jer­

:nan ini· ter to .-tockholm , '1ad come ,.,itr c 1 e-ace ,Jro; oful 

fro"l t~" 1\UEI'ians to SS t:eaucpio.rt<>rs &bo•lt t.ne th<> of 

~talinor~nd , anu that von PapPn J,·d co~e rith anot1~r one 

~ro'!l An. •r11 in t:w 191,3 . 'l he outlinr>s of tne ~ro:'o .. tlls 

vcrP h t, r.~rm.ny shoul<l ta.·:" 110out one- iH•l.f the ba.Ltic 
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conntries to the north of East 'Prussi~ ; that ,)olana 

should b<> di vi den accord ina to the 1919 lines ; that 

Hur~i& shonld dem!:Jld tl,e •:hole cor1st to the Blf-ck ,.ea, 

i ncludin';( the month of the Lanube , anC: should :o af' far 

as Const•ntinople and Salonika , and should also have a 

port on the Actri~tic . Ribbentrop ana Goeobel~ had boen 

i n favor of accepti!11 these jJroposals , while tliml'll"r and 

Hitler ,. ere B£ain "t them. 

Thf' Germon~ calculated th'"t , if the .kussians 

continued. an all-out offensive , ,.,hich they have in fact 

done , their reserves v,ould be exham;ted toi.ards tl,e enu 

of April 1914, and that the Eastern "Front might dev.,.lop 

i nto a stale-mate in the summE-r of 1944. 

The doctor also reported that Bri tish ana Amer­

ican bor.Jbin"' of Gnmany v.as resulting in a ver:r laree in­

creal'e in com'lllmism, as 1·•hen poople have tnoir homes de­

stroyed, as well as all their personal property, they are 

automatically thro1·n upon t he state to provide them l"i th 

everything they need. 

Himmler ' s poli cy was that ne i ntenaed to keep 

order in Germany under the eYistine eovernment as lonr as 
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:>o~sible , anrl ;;a,~; • r<>p·•roti to shoot .:0 or .3 1 ~lllion 

U"r'a'ls to 1o so. Ho~<evrr , •· 1rn the ti:r.P can:r> ... t. he 

bPlieved that fur thEr militbrJ resitot<mce v.aa futilP , 

he intended to dertroy all of the private 11ropPrty in 

tl'P occu_1ied countri<':'l onu in Gnrmuny , i n orltPr to r.ro­

ducP a cass v.avP of con-n~ni::m . He • onla then announcP. 

nim:o<'lf as a CO'l•nuni~;l, anc .hrov his 10+ i n •it.h thP. 

l11•:..riuns. The GP'!'man~ b<'liev~o tu:t, h it b"'Crutf;l nec­

ersetrY to cio this , that v ith a f.>U, crior techroic'll e,Lidt:r 

anu orP.anizin.g capacity , thPy could succPed in dorni u t inl" 

·reater Russ i an uo,Juh t.ion and obt't i nine control on th<' 

vast Russian~ r~'tlourcet . 

I r.l::tde no • ro ir ~'C or cor~•"nt to tl1e aoctor 

or thl' Colonel , bf':ro:-~a ~t ... t.in~ that. I '1\oula tr.r to •et 

bac ... t.o 1 ashin...;ton ana SPe t.hut t.'le mar;t<>r 'ar Lr)~•at 

to thP att.,ntion of the PrPria<>nt. 

~·nne i t i s obvi ous that conferences vi th 'li 

ler are l oaded vi th pot.ontial dynamite , neverthelN:s , I 

believe thc;.t thPre are enormous posai ble aa.vttntr...:;es in 

cuch a tri~ : 

1. A great dl'al could be lear nP<l about the 
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German f r ame of mind, and the r elati ons of the important 

Germans l"i th each other . The l"eak links i n their armor 

in a mat~rial , psychologi cal and personal sense could be 

better explored in t hi s way than in any other . 

2. The possi bilit i es of provoking a "putsch" 

or civil wu.r in Germany could be exploN•d at first hand. 

I t i s possibl e that this , i f successful , might save hun­

dreds of t housands of lives in connect ion wi th t.he coming 

invas ion. 

The disadvantage of such a tri p would be the 

capi tal l"hich t he Germans could make out of it in their 

own pr ess ana radio. However, t hey are i n a posi t ion t o 

do that anyway i f they choose to lie about i t. An un­

truth i s a consideration whi ch has n<>ver yet v•eighed with 

th~m . 

I hope that full consider ation will be gi vPn to 

the possibilities of such a t rip, and 1 am , of course , 

r~ady t o di scuss t he mattPr and amplify thi s report in 

any v:ay t hat i s desired. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, 0 . C. 

20 March 1944 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PHESIDEllT 

You may find of intPrest th(> f'ollot:ine report 

on the treatment of Russian prisoners in German pri son 

camps . 

At first , that is in 19hl, the Russian prison -

er s wer e far more closely guarded than any others , and 

on the whole received far v:or se t r e11trnent. ~lost of them 

arrived i n the prison camps in a pitiable condition. 

They 1~ere given completely inadequate food and pr ac­

tically no medical attention , cma were forced to under­

take heavy manual work , even thoUPh in most cases they 

v:er e really too weak and too undernourished for this . 

Al so the French and Bri t ish -prisoners were absolutely 

forbi dden to do anythine to help the Russian pri boners , 

but no tv. i thstandi ng thi s there v ere many cases where the 

British and French shared their parcels ~ ith the Russians 

whenever they were abl e to eet in contact ~ith them. 

The mortali ty among the Russian prisoners was 
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extremely hi~h , ana there ree~eci no aouot th~t the Ger-

man ·overnmPnt in its tre,•tmf'nt of Russi an prisoners vio­

latPd all intel~ ,tional conventions and is res~onsible 

f or the death of t housands of Russi ans . 

Those Russian risoncr~ who were eventuully 

distributed in sma.1.l <>;rou, s on farms to ilel;> 1•1ith the 

harvest ana otner f11r11 v.or" ouic;c.J.Y ai.'led ti.e S/ffiJ.Iu -.ny 

of the local popuhtion. ?eo9le f ere trenendot.f' 1.y stM,ck 

vi th their extraol,linary ability to lParn Gen<.n. r.!&.ny 

spoke i t better after t~o months than other prisoner s Iii'-

tl!!r two years. 

A great chanPe has come about in thn trc<1t.nPnt 

of Russian ori:oonPrs datina fro"l the i niti al Hussi~n ~uc-

cesFes in tecembPr 1~1.1 . This is dUP in no &mal.!. ~easure 

to t •• e influence of tne returning Ger .nan soldiers v.no en-

erally have a hi eh adoiration of their Russian O_,lponents. 

lAy report r efers to a charactPri:;tic incia.ent v hi ch took 

place in the sumner of 1943 at Karlsruhe , where a ''rOUp 

of Russian and rrench prironers ~ere engaged in cleaning 

a str eet follot'in" a bombardment. A group of GLrmun sola­

i ers from the East Fr<Jnt. , disobeying all o:niers , t.ent up 
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to the Russiun pri soners , enpa,cwd thE-m in convPrsation , 

and offPrPd thnm cigarettes , and when anybody ~ives a 

cigarette awBf in Gercany , it means a good deul. 

In 1943, the Gercanr. , t~ing into account the 

fact that. the Russians received no packages from abrow, 

started to give them even larger rations of breud than 

the other 1 ri~oners , and generally improved the r<Ltions 

given the orisoners. At thP same tiT.e, there hCLs bE-en a 

very noted change in the attitude of the German civilian 

public toward the prisoners. In eeneral , the Hussian 

pri soners have retained thei r fCLith i n Stalin and their 

absolutP confidence in finAl victory . Rus~:ian orisoncrs 

never complain of the re, ime, and have been on the vhole 

impervious to GPman propacanda. In general the liu~sian 

prisoners can read and v:rite , and tilke gre&t pride in 

their country. 

It i s remarkable to note how many siQple ~or~ers 

and peasants a~on~ the Russians ~ow about E~s~ian liter­

at ure and ta"e u real intere. t in it. One of their drst 

requests marlP to the German authorities wae for rcutllng 

material. The Germans have nlE>o bePn hi!•hly impres~ed 
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v, i th the qualifications of husriun techni ci anf amon~ 

the prifonerF . 

Th~s above report , from someone rho .cnov ... 'hat 

he is tt.lk~ about, ecner ally conforms to other informa-

t ion on the subject r.h ich v.e have received. 
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20 March 1944 

:Jf!!OIWIDU J FOr rtiE P!U:.SlLt..lT 

1 five you below a report r egarding the sit­

uation in Germany on March 1st. Our representative 

says the following : 

"1 reproduce this aP received; the iae~s 
are not mine , but cooe from a good source. 
The destruction in Berlin is enormous , but it 
i s extraorainary to observP lhe fatalism 1 ith 
¥1hich the inhabitants accept the nev. situation. 
Thousands of persons live in t he ~1ins , in cel­
lars and in temporary shelters. At the beeinning 
of thP bombardment, there ,. ere many coc;>lainls . 
Now it seems the population i:> 3ocer.hat used to 
them. The coo:::on :.1isfortune 1·.hich all are :.har­
inC' has ·c.ne result thu.t those who suf:'er are not 
openly com!>lainin_ . The air boobari1D!enl." h<..ve 
not caused any internal rPvolt. ?eople are not 
any lon er raisins the question of ~ho i s re­
sponsible. The misery is so ereat and so gen­
eral that it stifles reaction. 

"Among persons above /,Q years of age , i.e. 
those v.ho have had knowledt;P of , or p"'rlici,~ated 
in , lhe 'ar of 191L-18, there is a considerable 
proportion of anti-Hitler sentirent, eve~ of ae­
featism. Persons of Lhis generation are in o en 
o_!>posi tion to those of the generation whic:1 fol­
lows them, that is to say , those from 18 to 30 



- 2 -

years old , who are mostly out-and-out Nazis. 
Now there is coming along a thi rd gener!il.ion 
- the young people from 12 to 18, ~ho are far 
from being devoted to the present regime. In 
a school in V' i esbadE>n recPntly , the schol<~rs 
agreed among themselves to beat up any of thei r 
school comrades who gavP the Hitler salute. This 
young generation is not communist , because it 
does not know v.ht.t communism i s , but it has in 
i t t i-te el ements of anarchism." 

j~ 
V!illi am J . Donovan 

Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES J ~ l 
WASHINGTON. D . C t 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace : 

),1 'V 
20 March 1944 ~{ \( 

I think the PrP.sident will be inter-

ested in tne attached memorandlL'll. Will you 

please hand it to aim. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

.. .t~ 
Di rector 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. 0. C . 

20 March 1944 

MEMORA1IDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Here is a digest of discussions had by a 

representative of ours wi th King Peter : 

King Peter' s sojourn in Cairo was both 

futile and difficult for the following reasons: 

(a) General Zivkovic was engaged in :Jlots 

directed toward deposing Pet er and placing Prince 

Tomislav, the brother of Peter , on the throne. Sup­

posedly, Prince Tomisl av is the bastaJ.d son of Gen­

eral Zivkovic and Queen Marie. 

(b) Yugoslav army officers have been go-

ing over to Marshal Tito. 

(c) Cabinet underlings have issued in­

flammatory decrees favoring General Mihailovic and 

have been affixing King Peter's signature to these 

decrees without his consent. This has made it hard 

to work for an understanding with Tito. 
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(d) The British have followed a policy of 

keeping King Peter practica.lly a prisoner. King 

Peter verified ne~spaper accounts reporting this 

fact, al though he was forced to refut e them pub­

l icly at the time. 

The forego ing factors, as ~ell as his desire to 

affect American and British policy in favor of 

General Mihailovic and to expedite his marriage 

were responsible for his wishing to go back to 

London. 

The agreed ~olicy of the Purich cabinet 

and King Peter is the backing of General ~ihailovic 

not only as a force opposed to the Nazis but also as 

a guarantee of Peter' s ultimate return to tne Yugo­

s l av throne . They are also agreed on the policy of 

securing material assistance for ~ihailovic . King 

Peter is of tne opinion that the American and Brit­

ish policy of allowing the Soviet Onion to take the 

initiative v. i ll result in the Anglo-Americans losing 
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a valuable sphere of influence. He claims that 

General Mihailovic ' s lack of activity has been 
' 

caused by instructions from the Americans and Brit­

ish which urged him to save .his strength until the 

i nvasion of Europe. 

As a result of hi s discussion with For -

eign Minister Eden, King Peter gained t he i mpression 

that the British are in sympathy with these opinions, 

although they ·dare not t ake any action l est t hey 

affront the Soviet Union . Ki ng Peter feels that his 

onl y chance lies in the creation of a second front , 

which will give the British great er lati t ude of acti on. 

He feels that E~en, fundamental ly, ~oncurs wi th him, 

and he is optimistic that ultimatel y the problem of 

Yugos lavia will be solved in t he v:ay that he proposes . 

King Peter i ntimat ed that if the British did 

not order him to do otherwise, he would keep Purich in 

his present position . He is extremely bi tter against 

Simovi c, whom be will not accept for a government 

position. 



- 4 -

A cable sent recently by Slovene groups, 

assuring him of their loyalty and backing has en­

heart ened King Peter a good deal. This cable was 

relayed to him by the Vatican. 

William J . Donovan 
Director 

i 
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You wi ll note that in Hewitt ' s statement , he 

refers to Bormarn as having obtained a strong position 

in Germany. Felov· i s a brief biograpey of BormanD , 

l'lhich may gi ve you some information not heretofore 

availabl e: 

Martin Bormann occupies at the present time 

a position as head of the Party Chancellery of' the 1Jazi 

Party and is a member of the Ministerial Consul for the 

Defense of the Reich. He acts as the Deputy of the 

Fuhrer. He has been described both as the llo. 2 and 

the No. 3 Nazi , and along vith Hi mmler, Gor i ng , and 

Goebbels is al leged to be the fourth member of the 

group desienated t o take over the control of Germany 

i n the event of the death of Hi tler. Press accounts in 

S1·:eden and el sev here state that Bormann is the most im-

portant Nazi n<>xt to Hitler. 

Life : Borll)ann , the son of a Lutheran f armer , 
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was born i n Halberstadt on June 17 , 1900. During the 

l"orld \'ar , he l"erved in the artillery. P.fter 1918 , 

he became a Etudent of agricult ure and was appoi nted 

to manage an estate in Mecklenburg . He combined t his 

work v.ith activities in th., FrPe Corps , as a member of 

the Ehr hardt Brigade and as secti on leader in the notor ­

ious Rossbach Brigade , t erroristic military organizations 

v. hi rh fought the V.e imar Republic . In 1923, while still 

a me>mber of the Rossbach group, he vas convictea. t o com­

mi tting a political murder and was sentenced to ~ rison . 

After serving one year he was r eleased . He immedi c.tely 

joined the r rontbann , as a racial para-mili t.ary organi ­

zat i on , and in 1925 became a member of the Nazi Party . 

Pos ition in Nazi Party : Bormann ' s rise to 

po1·,er vas r apid in t he Nazi Party. Two years after he 

joined the Party he became t he Gau Press Chief (Gau­

pressobmann) in Thuri ngi a . In 1928 he wc.s appointed 

di strict leader and office manae"'r (BezirksleitPr und 

Gaugeschaeftsfuehl'er) in the Gau organization of 

Thurineia. In the same year he vas made a membPr of 

the staff of the SuprPme Command of the SA, a position 
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v.hich he held until 1930. He vas also director of the 
fl ilfskaf'lse of the !lazi Party. In 19.3.3 , Bormann 1.as rnade 
a mecber ox the Reichstag ana became Chief of ftaff to 
the Deputy of the Fuehrer, Rudolf Hess (Ctabsleiter des 
Stellvertreters des FuehrPrs) . hormann 1·.orked with Hens 

in controlline Party affair~ until L~e l~tter ' s fli ·ht 
t o En~lbnd. He holds the ranK of Obergruppenfuhrer in 
both SS and ~A . a ~enior Group Le~oer. 

AftPr the fli.aht of Hess , the office of Deputy 
Fuhrer remained vacant. A ner. office , Leader of the ~.rty 
Chancellery (!Rit er der P .. rtf'i~anzlei) 1·;as createa anc. uor­
mMn wers appointed to it . This office gives coo1pl ete con­
trol over all 11azi P .. rty affairs r:.nC. the numerous t-arty 
bureaucracy to him . 

Political ?osi tion : The political vie1.point 
and position of Borm"nn in Nazi Germany has been oade the 
o~bject of many rumors . He repre~ents the ~S group and 
since 1942, has purged many ~overnment official~ , replac­
ing them Vii th SS men. He vraR rE'port Pd to bP aM;ociatPd 
'i th s~ extremist factions. His clOEot>Et friena is alleg~ 
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to be General Zeilzler, an a.ruent :;azi v·ho rose to ,,rom-

inPnce in the Gerof.n amy l1ftr>r the <ief eat e t .. tblinf'r&d. 

Cable:> from Bern in Octob<>r 1943 state that Borrnr..nn v·as 

associate:d '''i th Coring in sponsoring peace proposals to 

the Soviet Union and that he has quarrelled v-ith von Rib­

bentrop over Gemr.n foreiPn policy. In internal aifairs , 

Eo mann has advocated COM!>lete SS control in Gerc&.I\Y. He 

represents the pagan group anu has 6.l"ays sho•n a viol•"nt 

opposition to relieion. His rE:putation as an ardent ,azi 

is not only demonstrat!'d by his prominent position i n the 

Party , but also by his record of violence and muruer in. 

politics v hich dates officially from the time he was nine-

t,en years old. 

/;II~~D~ 
V'i lliam /. Donovan 

vi rector 
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CP , 

MEMORA..:lDUl\1 FOR THE Pfl1biDEilT 

Th!> follol',illf\ notes cons i st mainly of state­

ments of fact and generalizations about German troop 

moral e , based upon interrogat ions of P' s/li at PVf.ri: 326 , 

Aversa , duri-ng the period of J anuary 20 to February 20 , 

19L4 . Most of the gener alizations have , however , been 

checked with interrogators of l ong experience. 

A. VU~ABI.uiTIES . 

l. Non-Germans. In the past s ix months , the 

V ehrmacht seems to have been making increasi ng use of 

Volksdeutsche for combat service . The pr oportion of 

these troops to Germans varies f rom unit to unit , f rom 

2 or 3 percent to 20 percent ( incluO.ing Austrh..ns) . In 

descending order of numbers the various nati onalities are 

as f ollows : Austri ans , ~lsace-Lorrainerti , Poles , Czechs , 

and Russians . Desertions r un high in these groups. 

2. Older men and men drawn from previously de-

-

• 
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ferred Occupations. It. is ~ell knol'n t."fj;;t the Yehmacht 

ir. dra1· ing morP h~>avily u;>on m<>n in the thi rti es , a _ood 

pro,ortion of v;ho are SKilled Torkus previous),f deferred . 

In tne courbe of a series of int r r og·tions of skilled 

wortlers , it HIS found that t. .e oveM!.eking m11jori ty of 

ttese ~en hbve poor ~ornle because : 

a. l.!any of them have fan:ilies to 'orr; 

about. 

b. They find the transition to army life 

di fficult at their age. 

c . They 11orry about the future more than 

thP RVPl"HP,e younp,er soldier. 

d . The.y feel that vhen skilled v orhrs 

are cAlled up thiner must bP eoin~ very badly indela. 

This Houp v.ould be parliculurly susceptible to factual 

f'tat,..,Pntf' of production fi.-ur es of th<> Allie~< , comp·reo. 

d th facts about v;h11t i s happening to the Gemcn produc­

tion. 

J. Untrained !'en . PriEone:r s taken at th£' Anzio 

l.eechhead area brourht renorts th<.t so:::e of t.'le units con­

sistea of ~ren ,·ho rcarcely kner ho" to fire a gun . One 
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squadron leader reported that his group had been ru~hed 

to t he front from a supr.ly and qua:tcrmader battalion 

and v.ere compl et el y W1prepared for comb<:~. L :.:orale among 

these men was very low. \'.'hen the t i me came for a coW1ter ­

attack only two out of ten men follov,ed him from the holes 

in which t hey were lying . 

4. Supply. In some sectors , notably aroW1d 

Cassino , supplies come in i rregul arly because of the d if ­

ficulty of the terrain and heavy artillery fire . Sectors 

in which these conditions prevail might be s ingled out by 

~!0 , but attacks would have to be carefully timed. In 

general , the supply s ituation seems to be f airly well in 

hand. There are remarkably few complaints <:~.bout food from 

P' s/V'. The t wo most important items are cigarettes and 

Commisbrod. The l atter especially occupies an irnport;,nt 

pos i tion in soldier morale. All P' s/W, ~hen comparing 

their f ood in the camp wi th that in the \"ehrmacht , men­

tion that t he slab of vrhite bread given them wi th meals 

at the camp i s no substitute for Commisbrod, v.hich i s 

very filling. 

In every other respect the food at the camp is 
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Evpn the fanat ics aumit this. 

5. The ab~:<Pnce of the "Luftv;a..::fe". ThP !lver­

aee P/v.·, thouph he admits the absence of air suwort in 

Italy, does not intPrpret this as very si~nificant . P' s/1'. 

v·ho~:>e morole v.as good bPfore c&pture fall into tn~.- fol ... ov ­

ir~ catPgories on the m&tter : 

a . The ijiPh Co~~~~Q KnO~S What it is 

doing. If there is no Luft~affe around thPre ic 

good r eason for it. 

b. Some ru·e more explicit , sayinr- the 

reason il'l that. it is being saved up for a tuture 

plan , or it is needed 1·or~e in Russi a. The gen ­

eral state of mind expressed by P' s/1 suggPfts 

that the ab~ence of ~1e Luftvaffe is not a veFJ 

important morale factor because it is not cletrly 

interpreted as a si ·11 of a serious breakcio~.n . To 

make a successful attack on thi s then:e , it v.ould 

hOve to be shown that the Luftv affe is not. in ltuly 

becuuse the GAF simply doesn ' t nave the planes . 
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Factual r eports of bombing of ai rcraft plants 

in Germany v: i thout further comment might be more 

effective in this l ine than any propaganda 

editorializing. 

6. The Officers. The avera&e P/ W has very 

little to say about offi cers of the 1\.ehrmacht in neneral. 

Be forms his opinion on the basi s of his own immediate 

offi cers and on things he hears from his comrades in the 

battalion . The following reports from P' s/V on officers 

do , however , exhibit characteri stics general enough to 

f orm the basis of an ~.10 attack; 

a . The veteran soldiers do not think 

highly of the newer cor ps of officers . Thi s i s 

more significant t han the typical "Second Looey " 

or "brasshat• gripe. I t is based on comparison 

in combat conditions with previous campaigns. 

b. I t i s commonly understood that of­

f icers must have poli t ical vie~s favored by the 

par~ in order to get any place. Among the 

soldiers who are fed up with the party this had 

important implications i n th~ir rel ations ~ith 

officers . Officers trained in NAPOLI have an 
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uns&.lubrious reputntion , rven dth thf' un:;Jol­

itical soldier~ . 

c. /.p~>rt from the usual "tou.:h offi­

cer" yurn , tv1o tn es of anti -of ficer rtor ies 

recurr in interrogations. 

i . Stories of off icers •col­

lecting" l ar'(e amounts of silks , linf'ns , 

etc. to send home fro~ Italy. 

ii . Stories of officerH lying 

to their troops about the ~trenPth and/or 

nat~.:re o: the forces op ·osing them. Rare 

instances of cruelty on t he part of offi­

cers mi"'ht also be ex!,loi tea. 

7. l'"orries about Home . 'l,ith the exception of 

worries about aeri al bo~burdment tnese ?.orries f ollow 

the usual pattern of soldier worries. !.!ail service ap­

pears to be adeouate and spot-cenPor ed so that the sold­

iers in general feel they are getting ne~s from their 

fr iends and rrluti ves which is dependable and um.orried 

by censorship. The nazi oropar:oanda _ine about the in­

descriminate bombing of civilians by the Allies ap1ears 
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to have had a minor boomerang effect on the sola iPrs . 

It is difficult to assess it, but the i mpr ession created 

by P' s/r is that it has c~used Lh"'m to ~orry more than 

it has increased ~heir detercinbtion ~o ~i ht. It ~~oula 

be reme~bered , horever , that prironers are not iaeal 

sources of informati on on this theme. 

One worry about home a.oes not seem to be very 

widesor ead. No instance of a risonPr rho n;s a:·re ia 

that his rife or Pir l was OPceivin' him v-i th a foreit.m 

v orker , Frf"nch or other nationality has been enco\U1t er ed. 

Thouph this is a ifficult t o c i scuss in interros~tion~ , it 

never sePO!' to have been th"' !'UlJjPct of convPrsntions BluOnt, 

the trooos , nor are there any etories at the expense of 

•otJ'1<>r rcyf." . On t!le oth!'r nand, tnere is a '!OOCl .'ro. or­

lion of .,torie!' about }rerci , l.11•tch , and lel •i an irls 

and German soldier s . HowevE'r , i f uny ne11s stori NJ f 1·om 

Ger man pep"'rl' on t l is therue cM bP found , it roipht bP 

forth a try . 

8. ~ r ictions anon" Jv• troo:Js . !~one U.e r.ver­

age r\U1 of troo,Hl , front linr eYpE'rif>nce seecs to 'tuKe 
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ordinary frict ions di sPppear in the aener al atmos~here 

of "we are all in the thin? toeether" . Tolerance of 

one ' s comrades is oubtannine. There Are no evi dences 

tltat r"lif'iou!l or r egional frictions 1-lay a ~i-nificbnt 

role in troop morale. Ap~rt from the German-non-Gcrnan 

split , the only otht>rs vorth mentionine arP the dislike 

of the fanatical I~azies v.ho make any kind of frAnk dis­

cussion of the r·Ar or politics unpleas<tllt , if not danrer­

ous , and the disli ke of thP SS. The laree majority of 

Lhe soldiers , howevPr , are f ight i ne: as " ~oorl Ger :ucns" 

and "doing t!"leir duty ". The sem·e of stwri•tg thPir 

troPbles ana the """neral Iront line cameraderie is much 

strongPr than political or 1:1ocial differPnces. 

9. VPrp"ltung . The long-promised VerPPltung 

is no longer taken seriously by the mAjority of the 

troo~s , and has Piven rise to a considerable number of 

jokes. The few v.ho do believe in it neither constitute 

a Mrlhv.hiJ e t11r~~>t nor i s it lik~>ly ~h ... t tney v.ould be 

suscPptible to any sort of prof)Bt,&nda. The best possi ­

bility offered by this theme is as a part of another at­

tack in which a humorous Vere£>ltun~ reference miPht be 
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off E>c+ i ve. 

10. ltti tllae ton:rd Cauti vi ty . (he avrrc.ee 

soldier is confident t~<.t if he i~ c , tured he vill be 

vell handled . Ame~icun cantivity h~s an especially gooa 

r er'uto:.t.ion , ""it.h the 1:'n li~h a c:!.o::e ... eco!:c• . :';o·.e of the 

prisoners from Cassino report that there 1ere rumors tbut 

t.w CoU!IIs took no pri.>oners . In "l'n!'ral, hov.ever , a ~;;ooa 

treatnE:nt if t~;~.ken for e,rMted . So much so th-.t a fE>w 

inFtancef in rhich officers trieo. to harden tL~"ir troo s 

for combc;t by z.;tories of bad treatmcmt in captivitJ vere 

rt>ported by P ' s/r to ·.ave bern flat failures . Propc. anda 

.-rJtine use of c.:.otivilJ pro ioes shou ... C. therefore avoid 

[ ilai ne, the lily or PVI'n dirE>ct ap,e~ls b~sed on itu at­

tractions , but should rt.th~>r ru·aro it <;S rr 11 •·s taulL .. t:d 

credi t . 

11. The tecret "PA,:on. The belief in a secret 

1··capon of some sort iF ctill fairly otrong a.lla the number 

of ver~io~s of •hat it is attPrt to the fact th~t it is a 

fret.\.ient oubject of converec tion. Prisoners have descritJcd 

it as a rad i o-:ouided plane Thich is one lc.rre bo:::b 1 a aet.th 

ray 1 a ner gar 1 a su_pt'r loll[ range rocket bomb, ru. "elec-
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trical gun • , and as an •ato! ic" bomb. It is si nific nt 

t~at the numbrr "ho rn(lo~rd it "s h joiCe is far , LL llar 

than those who lau~h Rt V~>r,.-,f'ltun,o, . The major ea•:JH?lil&f·S 

in the belief are thn dt•h; in its ap!Jearance anc: tnA lnrc.e 

nu ...')Pr of ver;.;ions u:; to v:h:l t it is . 

B. "':'P.r:!C'!'HS 

1. Hooelesencus of tefeat . One of the oajor 

factors o~<in~ f~r a ~tron~cr r.orale than o~e might otner­

d~e expect i s the feeli1~ on t!t~> part of t.':e avc-ri!J1e GH­

man t'lat he is nov :!'i,;rhtinll to save Germany from annihi­

lo.'..ion . He is fiohtlng as a Gel'lnan and , as noteCI aoova , 

this tenci.s to subordinatP t!,., 1•.hole i\azi question. lf 

there ·<>re so~e inklinr. of ho.:e for a ciefEat•~ Gcn any , 

the D?"eal to l'top C1yi~· tor !iitl~r -i·ht have ::ore e.tcct; 

~>1. ;Jree~nt , 'ftol'ever, t..•e Een:.e of aoin his auty as a Ger­

man is strong enou h to llUt ~.~e cd:;.uf.Ot v.ith th<> pt."'t:r , 

vhich many of thee feel , definit,Ply in the back: round. 

BlaminG the ?arty for t.re war also becomes comj)arutively 

unimportant to them. l"h'"t matters it: that if Germnny !OH'S 

th<> v ar she is done for . A mf jori tl of the ~rir oncr, no 
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lone@r bPliev!' in the poflribility of a German victory . 

'z.ny 3 ill thirLt..; S!le c...n hola out if • he.{ all _ i ht v I'll, 

0thers jus:t don 1 t :cc an·r' hin. Plse to do. 

2. ~ense of Duty . .~uny prir;on~>rs arf! fr<wk 

to adrrit t"ta• l'.<>y c..o !lot li.<e tl1e r.~:~r a&a •ou ...... i..P •ls.d 

to see it ov .,. ouic.dy. ThPY 'Ire unev.are of my poli t i ­

ccl i !D 1lic~tions 1 but ar•• f i (htlng ;; i mply because "h is 

th1ir .uty". ~is state of mind ~it• in r.ith Lhe on1 de­

::crib<>d abo\•e , but 'it.-, many :;ol<iiers it iii not co.uc. ...... lJ 

r<"lated. Th· t i c. , they uc.uall,y describe themcelves as 

"littlP ;>eople" ana "unnoli:ical" . The L. ues involw-u 

<re not c ... Par to th<>IJ an t."'lP' rP r··htiv ly una:"f~>cted 

'by Nazism. They w"nt to 1.ar E:impl y l?f'c~UHf' th" authori­

tif s told t:1"m it v llS nf>CPssc.rJ am;. it v ... t.~eir cut •. to 

r~>soond . ':his ~u· is ··pnprr::.l,y una ··PctPd by t.nti- 'an 

or othrr id<>olo~ical and 1lolitical ;JrovaRanda. ''.o.ny of 

thero come from agricul tur 1 diF tri ct" , bnt the t:.r e i s 

bv no ~e.ns conti~" to e P eant.ry . 

3. Pridf' in b<>in~ a rood ~oldier. The avcruce 

solaier is conscious of the fact thnt t.hf' G~>rman r i, htint:; 
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is &n excellent on<> . lie feele thct l-jis unit is morP 

thM a ., ... tch for +i;e ~>nP.cy ' s . H~ t.aJ<E'S prioe i n t~e 

effici ~>ncy and di~;cipline of the trooiJS . 

/i,Jt~ 
I i lliam . Donovun 

I:.ir ctor 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, 0 . C . 

~iss Grace Tully 
The \'J:Ii te House 

Dear Grace : 

24 March 1944 

I attach a secret paper whicn I 

think the President will ~ant to kno~ about. 

\\ i ll you pl ease hand it to him. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

~,i?FI 
l':illiam J . Donovan 

Direc't.or 
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/ OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. 0 C . 

24 March 1941. 

Here is a secret paner ~hich has 

bePn seen by no OnE' bnt you. It contain!' a 

course of action that ~as di scussed in the 

event t he Bulgarian Government aces not pull 

out of thP war I' i llillgly. 

l"ilJ.i J . Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. 0 . C . 

March 23, 1944. 

SECRET WFJJORAHDUJ.! FOR GENEHAL OONOV AN: 

1. As requested by you this morning , I outline below 
certain fact~ not contained in the formul report of the mis­
sion of today' s date, regarding my personal and intimate dis­
cuscions with /Jonsieur Balabanoff, apart from the more formal 
relations 11hich he had with the me111bers of the mission. 1'hese 
facts are not known to my colleagues , and they are written here 
only for your information and that of the hiehest political 
authorities. 

2. M,y principal effort, as you know, was to accomplish 
by mutual agreement the detachment of llulguria from the Axis, 
It '1as clear to me and to Monsieur Bnlabanoff thut this might 
be impossible and th~t it might be necess~ry to consider forci­
ble means, ~e discussed this problem fully. I auked him, i n 
particular, whether he was prepared and able to form, with the 
Army, a n~w government to replace the present government and 
take control of the country. He r eplied that if neces11ary he 
was entirely ready to act in this w~ but that he first wished 
to try to convince the present government it should withdrall 
from the Axis, since he wished to avoid the horror of civil 
war in Bulgaria, and almost certain consequent occupation by 
Germany. If his friendly efforts failed , he said he would ap­
proach the Army with a view to a coup d 1 etat, pointing ;>ut to 
me , however, that no coup d' etat could succeed without the 
material aid from outside Bulgaria. Be said that neither he 
nor the military leaders were in a position to supply the nec­
essary material and that as a large nucber of !ll'!ll.Y officers 
and government official s were noy; receiving regular su,>JJlemen­
tary compensation from Germany , some substitute arrangement 
must be made to continue this supplementary compensation since, 
in existill8 ci rcumstances , their regular allowance from the 
Bulgarian govern~ent is wholly inadequate for their essential 
needs, 1 replied that 1 could not make any definite promises 
in the name of the United &tates, but that if he could satisfy 
me that in fact he could actually obtain the necessary support 
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for a succesuful coup d' ctat. , I v1ould gu&rantcc, f ro11 rtfi per­
sonal fortune , a certain amount of :oney for the acco~plish­
ment of the end in view, lie then s tated tho. t it wu.s not a 
question of a sum which I could provide from rtfi Ollll funds , 
s i nce the amount invol ved would be considerable, pointing out. 
that it woul d be a question of life and death for many Bulgur­
ian leaders , and the problem of supporting their fumilies if 
they were killed. In addition, he remarked that as a private 
i ndividual I could not supply the araament and munitions thbt 
would be needed eince, at t he present time, all bulgurian mil­
i tary utocks ar e r igidly controlled by the Germans. In this 
connection , ho'llever , he told me it ,;ould be entirely possible 
to corrupt the German officers in control of Bulgari an a~ 
supplies and that in fact he had alrce.dy perfected arrangements 
to that end, but thut he lac~ed the e11senti al fundt> . He also 
said th&t given a signal from the Allies that. t hey were ready 
to land in reauonuble force , his arrangc:nenta •1or e uucb thut 
he could encircle the Germw1 troops at> they were tht!n disposed 
in Bu~aria, end effect their capture or destruction by the 
BU!gar an arm,y. 

J , 1 asked ~!onsieur Balabanoff what specific astdst.!l.!lce 
in money and mGterial would be needed. fle replied he could 
c i ve no exact estimate but that a possible ceacure would be 
sufficicntfunds to msintuin the Srl>\Y for three monU1s. As the 
present mi l i t ary budget r epresents about t2JO,OOO,O~O, this 
would mean about t50,000,0JO, to which shoulu be added some 
J!O,OOO ,OOO for use with high non-military officials, Obvi­
out.ly most o!' the:>e funda would be spent i n Lev as but dollar 
exchange of perhaps ~10,000 ,000 should be reserved for pay­
ments outside Bulgaria. !hese estimntec are on tho basis of 
a coup d' etat ~ainst the Re6cncy, I f the RegenCJ can be per­
suaded to purt. cipate in the new government , some provision 
~:~ust be made for thei r support. 1 mi8ht point out that for 
payments i n Levus a special i ssue of currency could be printed 
in Tfaahingt.on and that this v.-ould require the proviLion of no 
immediate dollar equivalent, If necessary, 1 can absure you, 
in the btrictest confidence, with the names of the ar=y and 
government officials through whom Monsieur BalabHnoff would 
make the necessary arrangements. 
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J. , In additi on , to covering the milit~ry and political 
considerations , I obtained di rectly from Bi shop Andre the pro­
mise that he ~ould arrunge tith the Cynod all the necessary 
propaganda atains t Cercany, in favor of the Allies (particu­
l arly the U. S. ) , either in support of the pr~sent sovernment, 
i f it joined the Allies, or in sup~ort of a new government 
favorable to t he Alli es •.hich mir,ht be formed by L!on11i eur Bala­
banoff under a coup U. ' otat . There were two conditions to bi shop 
Anore ' s (JrOmise : !irll t , thnt Monseigneur St ephan (President of 
the Synod) ehould be t.~e pre11ident of the new hegency , if a new 
Regency vere established , and second t thr.t !donseieneur ~leofit 
should be one of the Regents nnd hola the pobi t ion of tutor to 
the Ki r>.g . To enable t he firs t s tep to be taken r. iU\out further 
delay, I personally provided Bishop Andre ~ith the necessary 
cr edito U1rough ~ f ormer banking connections in Bulearia. 
Should , however, the program be continued by direction of the 
Allies , any necessary further expendi t ureE 1~oulu , of course , be 
beyond ~ oeans and funds oust be available from U. S. govern­
ment sources. 

5. 7o t~ummarize , while the Bab:an si tu11tion hns ch&.nged 
ereatly s ince my discucsionfl wi th l!onsiour Bal&banof f Wle1 llh hov 
Andre, I still feel it i s poss ible to accomplish the withdr11wal 
o: Bulgaria from the Axis , either by persuas ion or by a coup 
d ' etat, and in ei ther case , ~he support of the Church, which I 
have arranged, would practically arsure popular accepL8nce of 
the new government. Any policy di rected to tbet~e ends , ho•1ever, 
must be flex ibl e and adjust able to chanees in general political 
s ituation and it i s , of course, et~sPntial that any such poli cy 
be agreed to in advance by the United States , Greut Britain and 
Russia. l n so far as Russ ia i s concerned , I should udd that t he 
Russian .t .. bassador to Turkey inforced Monsieur Balabuno! f t h!.t 
!lc knew of QY conversat i ons lli th him o.nd Uu. t. he ~<ished to ed­
v15e him to go ahead quickly and complete t he arrange~enta which 
the United States ware trying to make through me. 

I f I can be of any further service , you have only to 
colllJDand me. 

A. I . 
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OFFICE OF STRATEG IC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

24 A,arch 1944 

Miss Grace Tully , 
The \'bite Houoe 1 

l'"ashineton 1 D. C. 

Dear Grace : 

v:ould you be eood enoueh to see 

that the Pr Pf iaent sees the at tached memo-

randum. 

Thank You. 

D!!OLASSIJI!D .;l 
By Author ity o f C./A. IJI111~ s 

/t'lllr; t, ·~~t-73 
By Sf!. Doto JUL 5 1973 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON , 0 . C . 

23 March 19U 

M.JXORANOOM FOR THE PRESID!HT: 

-

I attach a copy ot a report submitted 

to me tod~ by the group t hat was sent to es­

tablish connecti ons with the Bulgarian repre­

sentatives in Turkey. 

Director 

Enclosure 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

23 March 1944 

General William J. Donovan 
Director, Office of Strategic Services 
Washington, D. C. 

The undersigned members of the Special Mission 
sent pursuant to your instructions to the Middle and Near 
East last November for the purpose of establishing contact 
with Bulgarian authorities to ascertain whether Bulgaria 
could be detached from the Axis and brought to the side of 
the United Nations have t he honor to report: 

(1) The Mission reached Istanbul on 1 December 
1943 and shortly thereafter opened communication with per­
sons in Sofia with the result that the Bulgarian Prime 
Minister telegraphed M. Balabanoff, Bulgarian Minister to 
Turkey, requesting him to get in touch with Mr. Kouyoumd­
jisky. On 18 December, Mr. Kouyoumdijisky met M. Balabanoff 
in Ankara at the latter' s request. M. Balabanoff, who is a 
close friend of Mr. Kouyoumdjisky, spoke ~1th him frankly 
of Bulgaria's mistake in joining the Axis and asked if l.lr. 
Kouyoumdjisky were in a position to help Bulgaria. ~r. 

Kouyoumdjisky r eplied that he could not discuss that matter 
with N. Balabanoff at that time, but that if qualified re­
presentatives of the Bulgarian Government should be sent 
to Istanbul he would confer with them. He suggested that 
the Governor of the Bulgarian National Bank, IJ . Gouneff, 
and General Popoff (both close friends of Mr. Kouvoumdjisky' s) 
might advantageously be the persons chosen. Y. Balabanoff 
said he would telegraph and recommend such action to Sof ia. 

(2) No reply having been received from M. Bala­
banoff, the Mission made a second direct approach to Sofi a 
toward the end of December. This time sending word to the 
Opposition Leaders, N. Youchanoff and Bouroff (both like­
wise good friends of Ur. Kouyoumdjisky's) . These men sent 
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s epocial messenger to report it was impossible for them 
to cross the frontier personally but they would ~elcome 
further inl'or~ation fro~ Mr. Kouyoumdjisky. Tnc desired 
infornation 11as later forwarded to them and we knoy, that 
they brougnt tneir in1luence to bear on the Government 
to act. 

(3) On .29 January 1944, M. Bal abanof f informed 
.Jr. Kouvoumdjisky th ... t he was in Istanbul en route to 
Sofia v.here llis Government bad recalled him urgently and 
tnat he was certain he v.ould be questioned further about 
his discussions ~itn •dr. Kouyoumdjisky. 7he latter pointed 
out that there had been no reply to the communication sent 
pursuant t o his request of lB Pecember and t hat in such 
circumstances he had nothing additional to say . M. Bala­
banoff replied tnat he felt Bulgaria had made many serious 
errors of policy and that it was necessary that she wi th­
draw from her present unhappy position as soon as possible. 
He said he ~ould do his best in Sofia to persuade his 
Government to act favorable and that he hoped 'dr. Kouyoumd­
jisky as a Bulgarian by birth would continue to help. Mr. 
Kouyoumdjisky st ated he would do his utmost provided he 
rec~:ived through M. Balabanoff a definite proposal f rom 
the Bulgarian Governmen~ 

(4) On 4 February , 1.1 • .Balabr..noff returned to 
Istanbul and arranged to meet Mr. Kouyoumdjisky the next 
day. At. thflt meeting be said he had spoken at length 
with the Minister President, the Minister of Foreign Affairs , 
the Heads of the most important political parties and the 
most important representatives of the Press, and in addi ­
tion had talked vith the Regents as a group and individually . 
He stated that he was convinced h"' had been ablt to change 
their views and to make them decide to cn&ngc the present 
Bul~arian policy and to attempt to make an approach to tne 
All1es. He added tnatthe Regents and the Government nad 
authorized and instructed him to i nform Mr. Kouyoumdjisky 
that they understood the necessity for changing thei r 
poli cy and of getting rid of t heir Axis connection. He 
also said that he was authorized to state that the Regent s 
and the Government were in agreement to discuss this sub-
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ject with the United States and asked Mr . Kouyoumd jisky 
what should next be done. Mr. Kouyoumdjisky r eplied that 
he v1anted to know what the Bulgar ian Army thought, whether 
the Regents had the Army with them and if so whether the 
Army would join the Allied Armies in expelling the Ger­
mans from Bulgaria at the proper moment. !A. Balabanoff 
replied that the Army followed the Government and that 
there would be no difficulty on that score. He said he 
would telegraph to Sofia to send immediately t wo authori­
zed representatives to discuss details . Mr. Kouyoumd­
jisky and M. Balabanoff then considered at some length 
the identity of appropriate representatives. 

In the course of this conversation, lA . Bala­
banoff observed that Bulgaria ' s principal preoccupat ion 
was lest the country be destroyed and di smembered and 
that while he understood that no territorial questions 
could be considered, he wanted to record that view. 
M. Balabanoff al so expressed t he hope that the Mission 
would do whatever might be necessary to suspend the 
bombing pending the selection and arrival of Bulgarian 
representatives i n Istanbul. Be was informed that an 
appropriate telegram would be sent to Washington. 

On 6 February, M. Balabanoff received Mr. 
Kouyoumdjisky and Major Gurfein and confirmed in sub­
stance his conversation of the previous day with Mr. 
Kouyoumdjisky r eiterating that he had the definite man­
date from his Government t o discuss this matter and that 
he would communicate immediately with his Government 
asking that authorized representatives be sent at once. 
He also urged the greatest discretion on the part of all 
concerned lest word of the negotiations should reach the 
Germans. 

(5) No reply having been received from Sofia 
through M. Balabanoff , he was visited again in Istanbul 
on 28 February by Mr. Kouyoumdjisky and Colonel Jadwin 
who then met him for the first time and identified him­
self as former Military Attache in Bulgaria. The intro­
duction of Colonel Jadwin at this time made i t possible 
for the Mission to emphasize the i ncreasing official 
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-
significance of its representation. In reply to Mr. 
Kouyoumdjisky' s questions M. Balabanoff was unable t o 
give any satisfactory explanation for t he silence of 
his Government. He asked with obvious concern, however, 
whether the bombi ng of Sofia would be resumed if the 
Bulgarian Government sent no Mission. He was told this 
was purely military matter and could not be discussed. 
~ . Balabanoff then asked if his Government could not 
send a small preliminary Mission could they send a large 
!Aission to di scuss details to Vihich an affirmative answer 
was given. The possible identity of the Represent atives 
was discussed as was t he best place for a meeting. It 
wasagain emphasized by Mr. Kouyoumdj isky and Colonel 
J adwin that any represent atives must have a definite roan­
date from their Government . M. Balabanoff stated he would 
urge his Government again to take i mmediate action , pointig 
out that in his judgment negotiations should be started 
at once. 

(6) For reasons of security -- there had been 
newspaper publicity in Istanbul regarding "peace feelers" 
without , however, specific reference to this Mission --
and al so for psychologi cal reasons the Mission decided to 
wi thdr aw temporarily from Turkey. Accordingl y, on 9 March 
Major Gurfein and Mr. Kouyoumdjisky left for Cairo and 
Colonel Jadwin followed a feVi days later after stopping 
in Ankara to deliver to M. Balabanoff the special message 
from the Secretary of State which you cabled to the Yission 
to the effect that if the Bulgarian Government should send 
a Mission to Cairo they would be received by representa­
tiv~ of Great Britain, Russia, and the Onited States. 1.1 . 
Bal abanoff seemed much pleased at this i nformation and 
stated he would inform his Government immediately. It was 
explai ned to him that the message came from the highest 
author ity, whereupon he observed that hi s Government 
should select important persons as member s of the Mission 
and that they should be of such cali ber and have such 
authority that they could di scuss the matter from all 
angles. He was assured that the necessary transportation 
arr angements could be made i f his Government should ap­
point a Mi ssion and it was a~eed with him that any f\U'­
ther communication on t he suoject should be sent by hlm 
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to Consul General Berry in Istanbul v.ho v;ould immediately 
communicate it to the State Department i n Washington. 

It should be noted in connection with the fore­
going that several important political developments oc­
curred in the interval after the conversation between M. 
Balabanoff and Mr. Kouyoumdjisky of 5 Febr uary and the 
arrival of the Secretary of State' s message and that these 
developments greatly confused tne general situation. For 
example, the Finnish-Russian peace negotiations did not 
progress rapidly, and the I t alian campai gn was obviously 
meeting with difficulty, Marshal Tito declared himself 
in fav~r of a free and independent Macedonia and nego­
tiations between Great Britain and Turkey reported in the 
Press t o be l eading to Turkey ' s entrance into the war 
brOke down with the departure of the British Uission from 
Ankara. All of these events could obviously color the 
judgment of Bulgaria as to the proper time for acting in 
concert with the Allies. Moreover, certain Bulgarian 
officials delivered speeches on territorial questions even 
t hough it had been made cl ear to tA . Balabanoff that such 
questions were out of order at that moment. 

It is our judgment, however, that the Mission' s 
primary objective has been accomplished, namely, the es­
tablishment of direct contact with the Bulgarian Govern­
ment, the determination that in principle the Bulgarian 
Government desired to desert the Axis and the provision 
of a channel through ~hich arrangements could be made 
for the dispatch of a Bulgarian Mission to Cairo to meet 
wit h British, American, and Rues ian delegates. \'ie are 
of the opinion: 

1. That the desire of the Bulgarian Govern­
aent to join the Allies is sincere. 

2. That action by Bulgaria in joining the 
Allies would be greatly accelerated if Bulgaria 
could be assured that there was no disposition 
on the part of the Allies to destroy and dis­
member her or to prevent the continuance of the 
present dynasty provided the Bulgarian people 
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decide in favor of the dynasty and that ultimate 
consideration of Bulgaria ' s claim to her 1912 
boundaries i s not definitely excluded. 

J . That further considerable pressure could 
be brought on Bulgaria if she were informed that 
widespread bombing of Bulgarian targets would be 
resumed if prompt steps were not taken to send 
qualified representatives to Cairo. 

4. That it would have immerlse effect on 
Bulgaria' s action if it were known that the Allies 
were prepared to furnish men and materiel to 
assist in the expulsion of the Germans and the 
protection of Bulgaria from German reprisals. 
This consideration has particular s ignificance 
at this moment in view of the Russian advance 
into Roumania and the reported occupation of 
Hungary by Gerlllany. 

5. That through Mr. Ko uyoumdjisky and the 
contacts and connections established by him a 
pr acticable method now exists for the communica­
lion to the Bulgarian Government and influential 
individuals of the views of the Allies on the 
above or any other subjects which might influence 
Bulgaria in taking prompt action, 

and we await your further instructions. 

Angel Kouyoumdjinsky 

Respectfully yours, 

C. C. Jadwin, Col. , G::iC Murray I. Gurfein 
Major, AU~ 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. 0 . C 

25 March 1944 

Miss Grace Tully 
The Vibite House 

Dear Grace : 

I am sending you a ~emorandum for 

the President. Will JOU please see that he 

get s it. Than~ you. 

Sincerely, 

(;~ 
'filliam J . Donovan 

Director 

DE~f 



OFFICE OF STRATEG IC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

25 March 1944 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

From our London office, v;e learn the following: 

1. 'Effort is being made to construct t he basis of a 

new government wbich will stand for the potential middle 

element between Tito and Purich. There are daily conver­

sations in whi ch the following persons partici pate : Snoj , 

Banjanin Vilder, Srdjan Budislavljevic , Milan Grol , Bogu­

lyub Jeftitch, Slooodan Jovanovic, and Captain Kern. The 

first thr ee are Serbs f rom Croatia or Bosni a, t he second 

three are Serbs from Serbia. No Croats have been asked to 

participate in the discussions to date, on the theory that 

agr eement must first be reached among the Serbian factions . 

Lambda is sure that Sutuj wi ll join the group, but doubts 

that Krnj evic will do so. 

2. The group ' s program is approximately as follows : 

.!!· Maintenance of fri endly t erms with the USSR . 

b. Mihailovic to be ultimately replaced as Vlar 

Minist er by a civilian. Grol mi ght be his 
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successor. 

c. Ultimate establishment of friendship with the 

Partisans. 

d. Complete sup~ort t o a Federal Yugoslavia, to 

which Bosnia would be added as the fourth unit , 

independent of both Zagreb and Bel grade. 

3. Neither the King nor the Britisn Foreign Office has 

been contacted by this group as yet ; such steps, however , 

are planned to be taken very soon. They are afraid that 

more r adical concessions to Tito will be insi sted upon by 

the British, but the group is not ready at the present time 

to accept per sons appointed by Tito into the new government. 

Tney feel tnat because cabinet members accompanied the King 

to London, there will be signif icant changes in t he i mmedi­

ate future. Purich, Cicin Saint, and Mi lecevic are among 

the member s who met with him. Serbs in London no longer re­

sent the King' s marriage." 

~~ 
William J . Donovan 

Di rector 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D C (i5) 

27 .. !arch 19£4 

Miss Grace Tully 
T~!? lhitP House 
rashin.,.ton , r. :. 

Dear Grace : 

\' oulr you plea.;e be kind 

enou h to trin1• to lhe attention of 

thP President the attached memoranaum 

on t he Polish situation? 

SincPrely , 

~~:::1!:~ 
Director 

A t+.achce>n t 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES Cmf'FtDEMtAl 
WASH INGTON, D. C. (25) 

27 March 1914 

~lEMORJIJIDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT : 

From one of our members dealing with the .?olish 

under;>round and with British SOE, I have received the fol­

lowing report which you ma,y find of interest : 

1. The Polish .Premier, Stani sl aw Mikolajczyk, 

a a representativ<> Polish Peasant from \'·estern Pol!i.lld, 

formerly Chairman of the Agricultural Cooperative movement 

in Posnania , i s respected. 

Be has made a good impression on f ritish CaLinet 

;~inisters , inclndinP. !.lr. Eden , and on other Governmr.>nt offi­

cials as ~ell as in British Parli amentary ana press circles. 

He is considered a calm and straightforward statesman , 

reliable and of sound judgment. He has convinced the 

British t hat he sincerely desires an understandin~ with 

Soviet 'tussia within the f r amework of United Nations unity , 

v1ith the purpose of giving to the PoliRh Uncierground .Army 

and the Poli~h peo,l<> the possibility of effPctively ~ursuing 

their fi~ht on Polish territory against the common enemy , 

00Nf19f1Al 
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cannot act con+.r~ry to thP. •ill of th<> '='oli' l-t peo, l~: by 

nakin" concessions irrPconcilahlc dt.h Polanri ' r sovl'rei ·n 

ri"htr . He claims thie y:ould be re·1udiateci b.v the !>oli:;h 

people and thl?reforP bPcome vduel"oS to the United !lations , 

includin ~ thP Soviet!l. 

3. Tr<> Poles f~>el tljat eaial.ion eJCclu. ively 

conduct"u by ?ri~:~e "inister Churchill ll'ithout the .l<rticipa­

t ion o~ the Uni~d ~tetes placPs the Poli~lt Gove~.ent in 

a SO"'o;>vhat dt"ficult situation dth the Poli~h pr>oplP. 

L. Recently thE' AuthoritiPS of the Polish under-

round, "·ho had bef>n infol"l'f>O of thP • endinp vi,it to 

Pr€sid•>nt Roosevelt o.r Pr"-i"r h:olajczyk , h,-,y(' esk~ the 

lftttor ~or ~xplanations a: to Yhy he haci ?Ost _oned hir 

vi~it , and eX?ressed anxif>tv that t' e Polish Gov<>rnment 

fat not ..-:aintainin: thP clo•" cont.'lcts rit:t UlP United 

ftute~ Government previouOlJ ~aintained by the late Premier 

GenPral Sikors~i . 

5. \ e h;,v be€-n infol":',ocl fro::~ r liabl :.out·ccs 

that A:;bassador Ciechnnor·:; .i , \,ho ~. ent three v.ceks in 

CIR1~lAL 
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Lonao:t , h. s br;P.n • i vrn a personal l(!~:,tP.r fr:>"' PrPcirr 

llikol Ajczyk to the President , pr..-sentin the case of Polanct. 

The Ambasr.ador has also been instructea to ask that t he 

Presi dent r Pcei v..- PrPrniE>r '! ikolajczyk on a short vi~i.t to 

llas,in ton . ThP proposed vis it 1'/0uld help di spel the un­

desirable icpr(!~sion cr eated in Poland, amonr th~ Pol i sh 

peonle abroad and amoM Americans of Polish descent , that 

the President and thP Unitod States Gov~rnment had loct all 

in t.P.rest in the ~ate of Poland and haa entirP.ly abanuoned 

i t to the British Governc(!nt. 

1:~:~ 11:::." ' 
Dir ector 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. 0 . C . ../'7 r 

!diss Grace Tully 
The \'1hi te House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace : 

~/ 
L 

27 !.larch 1944 

Would you be good enough to see t hat 

the President sees the attached memorandum. 

Sincerely 

fJLLe 
William J. Donovan 

Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. 0 . C . 

27 ''arch l9LL 

Attacned is - cable receivPd fro~ our Is-

tanbul reprer-entative , tr~smitting info1~ation co1-

carninti Runania ' i' request for assistance. 

1't,:fl~ 
.ui rector 
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RECEIVED IN CODE OR CIPHER 

The ~:~ater1al below wna c1ven ua by SO£ to rel a y t o you. On 
uaroh 21th t ho t'ollowine meeeage, dated Uaroh 22nd troa &tdapeat, 
reached Ankaraa "ilith the 111nc ot Rurl&n1a•e por mhai on, tsaniu aeka 
that you place tho matt6l' below bet'ore ropreaontnt1voe ot' tho Ullitod 
Statoe and Britain, realla1nc that ovory ei~ pointe to Rur.~nnia bo1ne 
roqueat&d., as HW1G6l'Y wae, to accept German t r oopa 1n thoir countr y 
and that Germany Will tl'1 to eatabl1ah at111 t'1rmor collaboration 
and will tr:r ln ovary wa:r poealble t o toroa Ruulania t o expend more 
enor:;y 1n bat tUn:; the ~Blane. 

Inaot'ar u it related to Allied i nt ar oat, Oermony•a occupat i on 
or RumAnia on the lWole ot' her occupation ot ll\lnr.6l'Y and to be tol­
lO'!Wed by her oooupat1on or l!ulcur1a, mll i ndicate the oanplet1on ot' 
oo:rman:y •a preparations tor Ualkan defense. \'le r.ust lcnofl, to ;:1 ve ua 
a~ baa1a upon Whloh t o orcanlse the po1eibility ot tryinu to r oailt 
German oooupat 1on, it v1e o&.n depend upon a 1111n1aum ot aao1atanoo trom 
Aner1oana and Drithh. 17e appreo1ato tho tact that '"' cannot plan 
11'11D0d1atal;r upon a m1l1t6l'y operation or any oonaidornblo s1 ee. Row­
aver, 11z:titod but pr oa,pt aaaiatanoo t'l'OIII air t'oroae and air borne 
troopa could at leut be oona1derod. 

To provide t'or t he eventuality ot a rotroat t o ~oolav1a, ros1a ­
tanoe would be attempted i n t ho sons at Oltanla and tha Danat . 

It 1d poaalble that a m&al 1nvae1on or ~1a b¥ tho Uoroan 
.fol'Ce& •at bo poatponed ror a 11 ttl• while until the :lal'tlAlla are well 
eatabl1abed in Bunnarl"• Coaaequ.ntly , it ia not t oo late avon now to ~ 
cake IU'ranceanta tor-l:d.U t ary asalatanoa ti"OI!l the u.s. and 01'1 ta1n. • 

I have not tol• anyone i n thl lla4111arranaa."l Theater about tho 
t oresointn am depend1na upon you t o taka aot1on on l t. 
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ISTAliBUL 
TO DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 111£,., NO. 

RECEIVED 
It appeo.ru that d!ll 1 OP1'6detiLat1vo in Istnnbul has arran.:;od 

w1 t h Britain SOE to :.tec"..lre confidant tal copies of co:-.. OIWI~oatioi~S be­
t t:ecn !lritlsh and Rur-.aniana. Sw:nari zed t he cesso.ccs shot~ : 

!:ossnr;e lfl relates his n estl:1.:; o:.ith t h o Govvl'll!Jont!l of tho 
Allies . 

!·!ossa~e fl2 r oco::t!cndu that no controvors.l.oo bo porr:ittod with 
the flUnGEU'1&n poople. 

)!eosa, :o f13 contains a s tronr.; reco:nondation to havo both 
!:1ha1 J'.ntoneacu and r;arshel. Antonoecu s tve up tho idea of viaitiro~; 
Hitler. since t!loir nbsence n.!..;llt oerve as the opportW11Ly to ccane 
cont r ol or ~he OOW1tcy. In adC.ltion this ooss a_:e sa .. s :.:ihai .\ntonescu 
11..11d ::ur s!ul.l. Antonoec•l aho:ll.d not t&!:e any action wi t l•OUt fir st dia­
cussin~ it \71th t h e All l eo .1ovel'!'IQent o. 

L:esa~;e #61 fi'CP::J !'.an1u to SOB is a request ror a s tate:.lent 
o.r t!:o oxtbnt ot' the ass istance w!J.ch t ho .'lll~es EU'O r oaC:y to offer . 
llossa::;e #62 reports t h e r ccelpt of tho l s t rte:~ sa,;o.!l .trot.: Sterbey and 
t ho declsion of !,Jarahal Antoneaou not to ~:.4ke a atanc! on t he rueistor. 
r:oson::;o i/63 l'Opor ta that llihn1 A.ntonaBCU and Llarohal ,\ntonesou have 
r ecoivod i natructiona to visit H1t.lor, a,;ainst which he had proviousl~ 
warned thoo. I!O.Stii0B f<;5, dated tl10 23ra0 roport.o that both l:iha i 
Antonoacu and :.:arallal Antonesou !.avo put off thdr v1s 1 :. f or tile t i .oo 
bei::l{;o 

A uau e..;o trov \'lilaon for ifo.niu r.vned atroncly a.;a:nat hav­
illB !.:ihai Ant onoocu and :<arallnl. A.ntonaacu vie1t Bl. Ller. 

l:eaan..;o f or .soa f'l'O!:l !.!aroll&l Antonesou tlu-ou3i1 Criztoc:ou asks 
for t hu All.t.ea • reaction to tile latest developnonta within D..ln~.;ary, . 
and uaks for a atateo1ent of tho pol1t1co.l and c 1l1tar:r aasiatanoe 
which cnn be :uarantood. Crizteacu als o aaya t hat he d.oea not think 
that the o or. :ana IU'B in control i n H>.nx.;or;r. Be ..;ooa on t o aa,y t hat 
t he dan;;er of a.n attaok by the lt.ln:;o.riana is apparontl:r removed, and 
that lb.u-.nia now has bot'or• her the aupr~ choice nlthout haVinl! 
._.,,. i dea a a to ho•. r.:ucll asa!etanoo she can be uaured or vhat to 
L"tp'lCt. 

l.!ll.:"oh 2-:\th cable ~9 ror you ane Starbey tra. l.:anlu. "Csbl o 
#':Z 1'r.01:1 Ztoruey, parts 1 tla'cr.1:-;1 ~ :\h' ua~lc /1'::1. :;>arto 1 tlu" >u ;h 3 
?rom you reaoh04 hero after tlal•allal ;\nt onaacu and ;.!1ha1 Antouoscu had 
left t:o r Ji1 tl•r • Thoy \dll cont inue tho 'l1lli' a,-;a lll&t t ho Al~ios i f 
in ar;reecont ui tll H1 tlor. 'l'bon, Jlaniu baa firL'!l:; dec l dod to roact 
by unaent1n:; IW•ahal Antonasou. Ho wants t o knol7 upon what Alll.ed 
ald he can depend i n this ca£o. Deehaalelcu 1a woll aa are t he 2 
ot ncera. &lao• . DE~ 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C:. 

Miss Grace Tul ly, 
The White House 
WAshington , D. 6. 
Dear Grace: 

Crmlcl you s!lo,. the attached 

t o the President? Thank you . 

~111 11A.m J . Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

J April 1944 

,ru~ORAfiDUlA FOR THL PRE:) !DENT: 

The attached reports add to our 

knowledge of the present state of affairs in 

France. They were received from an OSS 

representative i n Spain. 

~illiam J . Donovan 
Director 

.~n 
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i nfiBIIfmo 9 March 1944 

REPORT FRO:A /'JlGUS TO REGIS ON CONVERSATIO!l"S 
WITH FRE!.CH RESISTAJ,CE LEADER 

Today I had t wo l ong talks VIi th one of the i mport ant 

leaders of t he French Resistance Movement. He is motivated by 

determination to drive German forces from French soil and is not, 

unlike many others, occupied with details of internal French 

politics. He crossed the Pyrenees the f irst week i n February 

and is in Spain clandestinel y en route t o Algiers. The heads of 

the French Mission here and t he French Red Cross both vouch for 

him. I shall refer to him as "Del phi" . The follov1ing fact s were 

brought out in conversation, principally i n answer to specific 

questions: 

Attitude of members of French Resistance Movement toward Americans: 

All branches , particularly. t hose in the !Aaquis, are be­

coming increasingly disillusioned with the British and Americans. 

This feeling is bei ng replaced by growing admiration for the Russians, 

who are considered alone to be bearing the brunt of military opera­

tions against the Ger man Army. There is disappointment over the lag 

in Italy, and Allied gener alship is criticized as "No better than 

the French that lost the Battle of France ." Delphi believes thi s 

feeling will vanish as soon as a successful invasion of Fr ance is 

begun from the \'lest and that t he Allied Armies will meet with support 

from a unified France beyond anything that was either promised or 
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imaginable in 1940. 

Delphi 11amed against additional "insulting" explanatory 

propaganda, which only provokes the reaction "VIords, words , more 

words! Vlhen are they coming?" There was bitter reaction against 

the recent "alerte"* from Lonaon and Algier~ whicn was interpreted 

by patriots to indicate Allied military operations for approximately 

February 15. French patriot s , particularly in the Alps and in 

Northern and Southern section of the Atlantic Coast area, responded 

at once. The German police and their Vichy-French allies 11ere 

11atching for such activity, ana numerous resistance lehders were 

arrested. Many Resistance Organizations have had to be reorganized 

under new leader s . Delphi urged unequivocal ly that no furthe r 

calls-to-arms be made until time is ripe for action under a care-

fully prepared strategic plan. He is going to Algiers and then 

to London to bring tnis matter to the attention of the proper 

authori t i es . 

Needs of Resistance Groups 

The essential needs now are arms accompanied by instruc-

tions for their use. Onl y one-fourth of the enlisted strength of 

the Maquis is armed. Its members are strong, fairly well-fed and 

adequately clothed, but need pre D-Day training in use of such 

small arms as will be made available to t hem. Earlier reports 

about insufficient food and clothing were dismissed by Delphi as 

pre-1941, before the underground had discovered ho11 to secur~r~l> 

*Comment: This 11as not an announcement, but a call to 'P~~~ 
prepare for D-Day. 
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supplies from the Vichy Police, Army and Youth Organization stocks . 

He cited i nstances of raids on 11arehouses to obtain blankets ·.1hich 

v1ere made into uniforms, how Youth Organization leaders of the 

"Compagnon de France• turned over snoes to the ~aquis ; ho~ cattle 

us slaughtered for food and stocks of fuel destroyed after remov­

ing that needed by the Maquis. The only real need is arms , ammuni­

t i on and r adios for co~nunication . 

I told Delphi that I had heard there was sentiment 

against arming the Resistance ~Jove::~ent due to acts of banditry 

com~itted by common criminals under tne guise of membership in 

the Maquis, and tnt~t these acts had aroused antagonism of the 

average Frenchman against the Resist ance movement. He attributed 

these stateoents to fffitffiiOT, Vichy Minister of Propaganda, and 

DARNAND, tne new Police Chief, as a means of discrediting the 

Maquis. Delphi stated that in r egions \\here the l~aquis was dom.iua11t , 

i t.maintained law and order . He cited the punishment of individuals 

for clandestine slaught er of beef cattle for sale on the Black 

'!arket. He cited oth~r instances reminiscent of the activities 

of the Night Riders in tne South during the Reconstruction Period. 

French Estimate of Anerican Attitude , and Reaction of Di fferent 
French Groups. 

Del phi stated that the average intelligent Frenchman 

believed the American Government still had some sym~athy for Vichy, 

DEcalit t 
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and did not have a "violent aversion" to Vichy or even to LAVAL. 

Only on this basis could they expl ain our reticence in dealing 

offi ci ally wi t h DE GAOLLE. It was widely rumored in France that 

the United Stat es had planned to unite all Frenchmen by persuading 

MARSHAL PETAIN to proceed to North Africa to set up his Government 

there at the t ime of the i nvasion of Algeri a. Del phi said that 

would have been t he best sol ution fo r France and that DE GAULLE 

would then have joined forces with the ·~ARSHAL. However,, PETAIN 

was either too old, too cowardly or too closely held a prisoner 

by his entourage and the Ge.rmans t o t ake this one logical and 

patriotic step. PETAIN now has no political import ance in t he 

active sense. 

Since the pl an to effect an underst andi ng bet ween PETAIN 

and DE GAULLE did not succeed, it is beli eved in France t hat t he 

Stat e Depar t ment , with t he approval of PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT, is 

seeking a new inter medi ary solution between DE GAULLE and what is 

l eft of Vichy. CflAUTD.WS in America is supposed to have access to 

PRE-SIDENT ROOSEVELT and to be urging a deal with ex-leaders of t he 

French Parliament who are still i n Fr ance , such as ANATOLE DE 1AOilZIE 

and BERRIOT, if t he latter is not too old. v.it h these are usually 

grouped ( i n present French opinion) certain Synarchist e i ndustr ial­

ist s and bankers , particularl y of t he Banque d ' Int o- Chi ne group, 

such as BAODOUIN and LAURENT. These politicians, industria~~~ 
DE~ " 
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and bankers are supposed to be the cnosen group for the transi­

tional government of a lib€~~ted Fr~ce. These rumors still 

persisted at the end of January. 

Although I told Delphi I l'1as convinced the facts v.ere 

different f r om the plan he reported, he thought it v.ould be of 

value to outline t he react ions of various sections of French 

opini on to any such ;>lan . He stated tnat apart from the bankers, 

industrialists ~•d }oliticians mentioned, there exists no group 

in france v hich ~>ould accept r.ith a1 t'roval any such 1 t·01,,ram. 

The important political groups (otner than underground) 

ar e collaborationi st , nnd represent onl y 40, 000 il)dividuals . 

These collaborationist groups are: 

1. The PPF (Partie Populaire Fr ancaise) , led 

by OORIOT. 

2. Tne RNP (Rassemblement Nationale ?opulair e) , 

led by DEAT. 

) . The police and armed "'Ailice" , now controlled 

by DARN AND with active German support. 

4. The organized pr~ss , directed by JEAN LUCHAIRE. 

Until September 1943 t nese groups struggled among them­

selves for privi leges unuer Geroan protection. The over~helming 

opposition of the peoplt and the growin6 po~er of organired re-

sistance forced these groups to ,t~resent a program in P;~*~ 

I 
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Germans . Tt1i s program 
DE~ 

included (1) i1.troouction of tn~ir leaders 

i nto tne Vichy Government ; ( 2) Cleansing (epuration) of the French 

admin istration to mlike room for a nuclei of t hei r supporters and 

(3) the arming of the ".!.! ilice" and its integrat i on into a single, 

armed, repressive force . 

I t is bel i eved tnat the Germans accepted this ~lan , but 

insisted t hat LAVAL oe kept as an i ndi spensable political leader. 

~one of the l eaders of t hese grouj)S has had sufficient political 

experience to govern, even as a ; uppet. If LAVAL is not &~pt, the 

Germans ~ould have to i mpose a Gaul~it~r on France, and ~11 French 

collaborationism ~ould disappear. 

The first result of Gerroan accei)tance was t o make DAR!iAND 

head of t ne Stat e Police. He vas ~ntrustcd with repression of 

patriot activities . rfrAf.:OT, tne active spokes:nan of this group, 

v.as placed in charge of l'rencn ,1ropagand!i and radio activities , 

and the ".Jilice" has been organized in tne ;,or tnern 2one , hi tnerto 

closed to French police forces. 

DA.Rl<A.'ID was a greo.t Frer ch p11.triot. He served brilliantly 

in both u rs, as a non- com and .i..ieutenant i n \',orld ·; nr I ( v.here 

he ~on evert fr~nch decoration for br~~.very) and •as one of tne 

out.s tandi ng leaders of tne Corps francs , and in the present vr&r. 

He apparently has become an opportunist upon v·hose vt:.nit.y LAVAL 

and others have been able to ,tiltLJ. Today there i s no tuore S) 

convinced and dGJtgerous a t'ro-Get"l!dll leader in France . ~ 
'1 1) 
l 
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Opposed to tuese collaborationist elewents are the brest 

mass of F r encn people. Tht ,sroup oi tlJ't&tes"t. i".lportance is the 

large group of intelli gent men ana l'.orn~n , mostly professi onal 

peoplt , Letween .30 and 40, 1\ho '!luke up tt1e intellt:ctual elhe. 

Prior to 1':1.39 tn~o1r intErest :n tJOli .. ics I'..S r.o:gat.ive ; now t.1ey 

l ead tnu resistance. \',hile opposed to ~ynarchism on the one hanci, 

theJ ~ore equally Oj),r)Osed to t..l€. r~:turn of t.ne pre-11ar 1 or:u of 

parliaaeniary governm€.nt. Tney favor ~tate ~ocialism for all 

industri es of nalional i mportw1ce (raill"uys , electrical ;.>ov.er, 

insurance companies, mines , etc.) 1neir platfo~ ap~euls to the 

laborer. It tives organized labor a large ,Jart in t he :!'uture 

Fr ench State , witn self-chosen repr esentatives. The e~roup i s 

studjin0 a plt.n for a !<En c :r•t"' iiution p .. ttern~;d on that of the 

United States. They >.ant nom~ of ti1c.. Tnird Fepublic, and lall{)l 

v.:nen r eminded by the parliamE:nt arian "hus-beens" of t.lgi ers thai 

PRLS!tLNT ~ BRUN is still President of France. 

The major criticism Resistru,ce Groups in France level 

at Algiers is thui too much time is given to minor political 

debates ~ong rcpresent~tives o: a defunct ?arli~ent. 

People ills ide Fr ance v ill believe in tne Freuch hl':ny only 

when it nas proven victor i ous in battle in continental Europe. 

Great disappointm~:nt nas been felt over tl .c ,..art pl .. 1 ed by Irencn 

irOO?B in Italy. 'lany Resistwtce leaders regret tni & attitude • •\ )('\ 

DE~ 



- a -

tov.a.rds the army, point in., t.o t.ne equallj slor ~rot,ress of ~ntlo­

American Armies in Italy. All end on tl1c note thet only tne 

russians nave proved t.neir milit<.r.f value. 

The rank aud file members of tue resistance orgaul:!.ations 

are r~;:cr·ui tt:d fro.n the peasar.t li!1d v.orke:r :~asses . 

Tne peasant ry is anti-Cer::~an but non- suffering. '" . • ne1r 

_1-osi tion is ~uided by materi&.l considerations . They have, hov;ever, 

p:::-oved helpiul to resistance groups . (The !Jaquis survive due to 

their sup,Jort.) They fear post-v.ar political disorders and want 

a strong t..overnment to maintain order. They have an affectionate 

regal-d. f or PE.TAi t. as a fatnerly leader •.no has tried to save France 

by minor tricks and oppos ition t~ctics after the Army' s collapse. 

Tnis support is only s~:ntimental . 

The v,orkers have suffered most under occupation . They 

oppose both Germany and Vichy. Food and necessities are lacking 

i n the ci ties . Suffering is groat. If internal disorder is to 

be avoided , food should be on nli!1d for distribution to tne ;;orki n6 

classes in the cities ~hen t he Germans are defeated. Delphi is 

certain that if this is not done , ther o v.ill be a Communiat up­

rising and a resultant reit,n of terror. Tlte Mr"~:r tninks and 

speaks only of the aciquate f ood and norroal li vi nt; condi tiona the 

A~ericans alont: can bring. It is importlil1t. that ;,e not fail them. 

Although thert~ are fe~ militant Co;nmunists and alrno::t no Co~mmunist . ') 

DEC r. 
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leaders , there is amon~ •.orkers and peasants a latent sympathy for 

Communism, in tht:ory ana as applitd to tne otn!<r fello' , dl&d tt•iE 

is enhanced by Russian oilit.ary success. 

The • orkers u.nt 60Vei·nmt:nt rtfortl 1 i th t'roptrly organized 

trade unions a ~art of the 00V~rninb autuority . ~~is d€~&nd is 

second only to ade~uate ~abe levels. ~ney nave urged sucn of thei r 

number as reacn satety t o plead 10ith Al0 iers , London and 'ashington 

for food for tnt: cities il order is to be Jaintained . 

A serious ic~rnal problem i s Germon decor~lization 

of ci vilians in t. e nortn blld east. In Alsace the chilaren have 

been taught only :;a:z;i tenets. Girls hove been encouraged to accept 

Ger;..an advances to the point t hat a whole new generation of Germans 

i s being born and it is r are to see a ~;irl or woman over 14 who is 

not v. i th child. The more determined element s of the resistance 

movemEonts come from Alsace and Loraine. They operate in ceutr al 

France in preparation for tnei r return to t heir homeland. 

Summary 

France overv.helmint.lY wants DE GAUI.Lf.. He has 1 ro11ised 

on his return to surround nimself hitn a truly French &overnment 

representative of tnose wno stayed in Fr anct and resisted t.'le 

i nvader. Parli ament has lost its ~resti~e ~,d ~on ' t regain it. 

Tne Fr ench do not 'ilant a r r:<turn of the 'lhird Rejlublic. A French 

Army must land in France , w1d ~he resistance groups must be 
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they are not be inc asked to risk t.n .. ir li v~s ~ i t11out being 

integrated in iue g~:neral struttt.J o1 tm: invasion . 7ht.y v.ant 

concreto acts, not propaganda. The first step must be to give 

them arms. 

I 
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¥ITa FID .c 1 P.E.':IST~ .• . CE I.EAI)l.P 

In further conversation ~; ith Delphi , he made two further 

points : 

One is that the reit.n of t error is gaining momentum. 

Tl1e unspeakable tortur es ust:d against mt:mbers of t.ne Resistance 

Groups and their fwmilies , 1here even ~omen w.d children are 

subjected to the mo~t f i endisn cruelties, have ~revoked the 

anger of the Fr ench people. savagery is re- appearing every-

v here , and there is an iron determi nation on the part of these 

people to fig.'lt against. t.1eir oppressors. The French " Jilice• 

from Haute-&avoi indicates that the Germans and t.1e "' !ilice" 

are now executint. .,atriots 'lo i tbout trial. 

Tne other point ot interest is the constant collabora­

tion of tne French movement known as "Compagnons de France" 

v.ith the Resistance Groups. ':'his organization, v.hich had the 

blessing of Vichy , was long used as a cloak f or obtaining 

supplies andequi pment for the Resistance 'Jovement but v.as 

abolished t~arly in January. Its members and leaders have in 

many instances joined the Resistance Unaergrow1d. 

• 
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