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KPIQ\6ND\IM FOR THE PNj8IQilf1' 

Ae ot poee1ble 1ntereet, I 

send the attaohed me111orandW11 re-

gard1ng the arr1 val. ot the 

Ruae1an tanker DOMBASB at Ban 

Pedro on Ootober eighteenth. 

-- - I' 



October 17, 1939. 

)lr. aarn..-oa, l'Ua 01Y11lOD, call ed at 3:30 t o 

ata te tbat tbe l'laa 01YlllOD ha4 been reques t ed to g1• e 

a walTer wltb reepeot t o tbe neoeaalty of a orew 11at 

•lea for tbe RDeeloa taater DO.aASS t o Y1a1t San Pedro 

Ootober 11 oa the p01111D4e tut there wae no Aaerioan 

Couul at ne lad port of O&ll, Petrop&Yloek. 

Ill'. llanlJictoa etat14 tut be - ao reaaOD for 

refulq tJae reqo11t wbloJa •e•ecl re&~~oeable 1ll the 

o1rouutanoee, bat t hat u ••• eo UDD88l f or a RlaMiaa 

tanker t o Ylalt Baa PedZo tJaat be felt tbe I&TY l)epart­

IHDt woalcl M creaUy lllhrllte4. 

l 1-..cllately tel~oaed Co----der Struble ... 

o-n1oatl4 that lafonaUoa to lata. Be ealcl be 

would aotlfy tbe Oo wder-a.cntld t lllately eo that 

-.r DIOII.U,. priOtaU_. eoal• M taka la S.. PedZo. 
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StcrctGry of State , 

'ilaahi ng t on . 

TRIPLt PRIORITY, 

RUSH, 

&'7 , October 30, 8 p .~. 

OPAY 

'los cow 

0atld Ontobcr 301 1~39 

dEC 1d 2 : ·~5 "{> olll o 

I have ,iust bcm 1nformw that the Briti sh broadcast 

!'rom r.ondon at 7 p . m. , · oscow ti"'e in reporting the 

c:rpcctcd dcrarturc tomorrow of the ? i nnish dElEgati on 

for lloscow stated that a Finnish newspaper this evening 

h11d publ1shte a report allegi ng ''when Paas1k1v1 wns in 

Moscow a h i Gh offi c i al of thE Ameri can Embass y handed him 

11 personal message of s~~pathy fro~ President Roosevelt 

usking to b e kept infor•ncd of the progress of the 

ncgoti 'ltions·' , I nEEd hardly s~sure the Department that 

this report , assuning it to have hccn published in a 

F i nni sh newspaper , i s compl etely without foundation . 

lleithcr I nor any l~E'nbcr of the t:tbessy staff sau Paas1!tiv1 

dur i ng hi s visits to iloscow , 

Rcpca.c' to cls1nk1 , 

STEINHARDT 

HPD 



HSM 
This tElE gram must bE 
c l osEly paraphr~ard bEforE 
b£ill8 communic~tEd to 
anyonE. ( Br} . 

SEcrrt~ry of St~tr , 

Washi ngton . 

838, OctobEr 30, 9 P • m. 

Moscow 

Do.tEd OctObEr 30, 1939 

REc 1d 2:35 p . m. 

My tElEgram No . 827 , Octobrr 28, 6 p . m. 

I nm informEd by t hE Fi nnish LEgati on hErE that 

th£ Finnish drlr go.tion ia not EXpECtEd hrr£ bEfOrE 

Thursdny morning . 

STEINHARDT 

PEG 



TELEGRAM SENT 

JT 
This telEgram must be 
closEly parruphrasEd bt­
~orE bring communicatEd 
to an yon r, ("D) 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 

MOSCOW (U,S , S ,R, ) 

150 
TRIPLE PRIORITY 
8!fl!8!!5¥ eetft'U>EII'f!Uo 

March 7, 1940 

9 p. m. 

Tht Finnish Fort1gn MinistEr has informEd StErli ng at 

Stockholm that thE Finnish GovErnmEnt has acceptEd Russian 

invitat ion to send envoys to Moscow and that a delEgation in-
• 

eluding TannEr and Passik1vi flew from Stockholm to Moscow 

tarly this morning , It is bElievEd that the Russ ian terms 

are drastic , 

Kindly arrange to BEE Molotov immEdiately, putting thE 

confErencE on as personal a b~sis as possi blE , PlEasE state 

to hi m that this govtrn~rnt has no purposE of intervEning in 

tht ntgotiationa betwEEn Finland and thE Sov1tt Uni on, but 

tht American peoplE are vividly intrrtstcd, Our public op1n-

1on would be dEEply impressEd wErE thE SoviEt government to 

take a gEnt~oua attitude towards Finland , 

In your discretion you m1gnt ~urther int imat e that you 

are informed that therE has beEn increasing popular demand 

here f or measures afftcting economic rElations ~th certain 

areas, 



r. 

- 2- #150 1• Narch 7 to Moscow 

areas , and that somE ot such movemEnts would b£ slowEd down, 

dEpEnding on thE dEgrtt of modErati on and genErosity arrivEd 

at 1n thE Finnish sEttlEment . 

ThE substancE of this tElEgram has bEEn transmitted 

to stockholm and HEla 1nki. 

A-B AAB : ES 

HULL 
(AAB) 

EA. PA./D 



TELEGitA!I 3~i!T 

JR 
This teltgr~ must bt 
clootly p~r~phrustd bE­
forE being communica tEd 
to ~nyonc . (D) 

luSE RIC •• i>' L.9.,SSY 

1JOSC011 

TRIPLE PaiORITY. 

151 . 

Your 25:. , i.;~r ch 8 , ll o. .m. 

lir".rch 8 , 1940 

ll c. .m. 

It believe it in~dvis~bl c for the Finnish dtleg~tcs 

to stny 1·:ith you . You mc.y , howevEr, 1n your discretion 

cell uvon th£'1: end rtndtr thrn sucil courtesies as mcy 

ston a!)propri~ tc . 1/E fttl thr-.t in such contncts nr. you 

m".y h~vc 1·1th thEn you should t:lltE cnre to avoid crEating 

thE im,rcssion tMt thcy ~rc obt 1ining :~dvicc from you, 

ln vi c·:; of llussi :m o.s3 trtione th::~ their rt ".l gritvr".nct 

·.gc.inst Finl ~nd l'l;.s thE usc of Finl:md by non- Bo.lt1c powers 

in c. m~.nntr dislik ed by .!ussi c. . 

HULL 

760!l6l 

EU: L'.iH: o<tiB 
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!.loa cow 
This tclccr am must b E 
clostlJ par aphrased bE­
fore bcin:5 colllmun1cntcd 
to anyonE . (D) Dated Uarch a, 1940 

Rcc ' d 11 : 40 a •m• 

... \ "' • r .... 
uJuoa!:l 

~ 

Secr etary of State , 

Washington. 

255, March 8 , 2 p ,m •. 

A Swed ish plant arrived yesterday EVEning bearing 

Ryyti , Paasikivi 1 Gentral 1'/al l in, ~luomanen , two minor 

Finnish officials , and a secr Etory. ThE omission of 

TannEr from the d elegation i s in my opinion wis e , 

The visi t has been VEilEd in the utmost s.:cr ccy, the 

dElegates having bEEn ,>rovi ded with SwEdish passports 
' bearing fictitious names , and the ?lane having landed at 

an obscure airport . ThE prcsznce of the delegation in 

Moscov· is in consequence thus fa r known only to the 

Kremlin the Swedish Legation and this ~bossy . 

I have just had c tc.lk with the Swedish llinistcr who 

hos not yet seen any of the dt!Eg:~tcs • . He Cll3Ur cd me thllt 

notv:iths tllndine press dcoplltchts to the contrary the 

Germans have had no connection of ~ny kind with the 

ncgoti:ltions lcc.d1ng to the pr esence i n J.:osoo\'1 of the 

Finnish delegation. He lllso sc.i1 that thE suggesti on of M 

1mmed1-tE a r:nistice has thus f('.r not :net Vlith the approval 

ot 



- 2- ,1255 , M:::rch 8 , 2 p .m. , from I•OSCO\¥ , 

of: KrEmlin which appnrmtly wishEd first to explore thE 

possibility of- fin:ll pc · cc . 

The l..inistEr intimated vcry clE:trly tha t hE nnd his 

GovErP~Ent hopEd for the ooopErntion of thE United Stc tcs 

in strengthening the position of the Finnish delega tes 

during thE negotia t i ons . :{c st.:. ted that he bclicvctl that 

<. ncc &he prcstnct of the Finnish d elcgc.tion in lioocow 

become !mown it would be hElpful 1.f the interests o.f 

the Unite~ Stcteo in the ouccessful outcoME of the 

negotiations were to be publicly Giscloscd a s this 

would h ::.vc c matcri:ll effect on the Soviet position 

since it is conrnon knowledge th .. t the Soviet Govern:tcnt 

is ser iously concErned about ito rEl:-.tions with thE 

United St~tcs p:::rticularly in r~opect of purchnseo in 

thE United St:::tEo . 

S T:::Ii!HA RDT 

HPD 

I 



Panpll.rw.H ot Oo4o CJa'bltCJ'8& I y .• Ill< r I .y .. • • r n I 

lileooi ftd et t11.e War Dep&rtuclt Da .• JU I~_?3 ..••.• ( \~ ) 
at 9:021 .Tillie 2~1 19~1. ln • a o 

kn'c., t1le4 1' :10, .r- 2~, ).9111. 

'ftle lollowillc 18 \lie 41t t1'1'b11Uca ot t11.e lba .. ua 41rtalw 

al~ \lie Qemua llorUr at elM o m oa•m t or --wu .. : 

111l.ltal7 lataati'T Oe..alrT 'laak 'raQk 

Davitt. D1rtt1W D1Yi81C!M Dlrttlw Bl'•pw 

V..t.n" ~ 2 7 
PrilaU1r ~ 10 16 

Tftu Oav.ou:taa 7 1 2 

~ Olao••iaa ' ~ 1 

Solltla~ 8 2 7 
·ortla~ .18 6 

oa.. .. 16 ' ' nn :51 9 16 

lileMnt111 
:lUopMa llut ia 8 .-! - ~ -

torAlS 130 :50 2 62 

* It it t elt 'b7 a11tlaoritltt at tll.e Bl'ititll War ott1et \!let tll.e aulltr 

ot 41Y1tl w tlaGinl tar \lie v .. ttftl Mllltu'7 Dlttl'lot it -u 'lllat 110 otbr 

14.-titloaticat llan u Ttt 'beta~. 

D1t t1'1MUca: 
1D J!'PP'1TBPI' 
8Mretu'7 ot War 
llttt.~t 
War PlaM D1Y1tlca 
otfltt ot .. Yal llattlUI •t 

QIQ 
G-3 , . , 

I 
• • 

, ....... ,.., 
~ .,.!I ... .Jt:V8 ..... ~ • ,.. ... 
~ lf.O . , 9 ) 

nah - /6 - :l "7- {, (. i 

S1Jn&tU· - ('cu( ;/ ~ 

l NN!lr.IJ.TlON COFX 
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By au~nor1ty A • f S., G-2 

l'llnpbrue ot Code C&b.l.-cna 
JlaoeiY.S at the War ~ 

at 09•41, ~ 9, 1941. 

DatqJUL J ~-f04t-<-~:?.~~--> 
ln l uals 

Lcmdoa, tiled 14•38, ~ 9, 1941. 

Tha report on the aituaticn in Soviet gi~ below hu u 

ita eource the Intellig~ce Dhieim of the British Royal Air Force. 

1. Tha Cl«laral Staff ot thl u.s.s.R., together with the 

C,.,.,•r ot the Air Farce, appear to be tull of conticMDoe IIDd the 

~eicm g:t._ out 1e that the aituatiCIII 1e ~lete}T 1mdar 

ooatro1. 

2. '1M Britiab llilit&r)' 111Ni<111 in tba Sonat baline 

\hat \ha illit.ial •tac• ot the o.r- otteD8i'f8 b..,. ~. otticen 

of tile Sorlet. O.Wral Staff illplT that l«rse oountvatt.aclal -.q be 

launched in the nev tutun. 

J . Around t;en'ncrad the counterattack •t.acad b:r thl Sonat 

troops bee been eucoeHtul. Tile claia that )tazmk bad t~ to 

the OeruDe 1a twa. bar aupplT aDd oo-a~rlli•' cation line8 of the 

Sortat ~ are fllllotioaillc Y&r:r hlle 

4. ~ pria<111ara tatlnbit 1owr a.orala than tbq d14 

DiatributiCIIII 
THE PIIISIDBIIT 
Saorat.ar;r of IV 
Stata~t 
uriatent Cbiet ot Stat!, 0-2 
uaiatut Cbiaf of Staff, G-J 
warn- D1rtai<111 
ottioa ot ••al lDtaW.~oa 
o.s.Q. 

F-a kl • 
I U 

I • y 

or P ( "/" /~B) 
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Ctafcr•o•• ht 14 en J Jat Jply. 19 41 h otwtca M, Stalia, 

¥ r . Pt pk1pa anA tbe int t rpreter M. Lltylntr at tho 

! reaHo hs Xtaety - 6. 10 De'· tt 9 .. \ Q p.a. 

I told Kr. Stalin that the Pr esident wae anxious to ha t e 

his - Stalin ' s - appreo1at1on and anal7sis o:t' the war betweoa 

Goraan7 a~d Rne•ia. 

follows:-

Kr . Stalin outlined tho situat ion as 

He stated t hat i n his opi nion tho Ge:nun .l.n17 bad / 7 j ' 

41T1e1tae tft Rus s i a 's western frent at the eutbre~k t f t he war. 

and t hat siaoo the outbreak o:t' the war , this ba s been i nor oasod 

to 2 31 d.1Ti a1oaa; he bellona that Geft&DJ oan a ob1l1so 

411'h1oas. 

He stated that Rnaeia hat I i7J 41Tl s1oas at tho 

outbreak o:t' the war , but •&aT ot theao were well baek o:t' the ~• 

o:t' ooabat, and oould not be qn1ol'l7 aob1li sed. so that when 

the Geraans struok 1 t was l apuslblo to otter &4eqnate r esietaue. 

Th e line whi~ is now held 1s a tar aero propitious one than 

t ho • oro adTon oed l1ns wbioh the1 •i~ht haTe taken up had thei r 

diTlsioas been prepared. Si noe war bo«an. howeTer . diTisi ons 

haTe been plaoed i n their app~priato poaitione. and at the 

prnont tlao he beliens t hat Ruafti a has a tow aore d1Ti a1ons 

than Gera&nJ , and plaoes tho ftaab or ot Russian d11'is1ona 

at :Z. 'i () in t he :!'~at , with :Z J i n r eeerTo. Stalin s aid 

that about one third o:t' these diTiaiona bad not as 7 et boon 

under fi r e. 

Kr. Stalin atatod that he un aobll i ao 3 5?J d1Tis1o ua 

and will ban tbot •&n7 41 Ti ains under araa b7 the Uae the 

aprin« oaapai«n be&ins i n Ka7, 1942 , 

He is anxious to haTe as a&ft7 o:t' hi s di1'1oiens as 

poul'blo i n oo nt ... t with tho onoa7 , hoauoo tbott t he troops 

lea rn that Goraano oan be killed ant ar t aot II'O.Poraon. Thlo 

SiTtl blo d1T1s i t na t ho oaao ldad of ooafidoaot t hat a pilot 

&Ot o after hie :t'irot ooabat in tho air. Stalin sa id t hat 

•aotbla& i n warfare oan take t ho plato of aotual otabat•, aad 

•. 

, 

)l 
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be w&>~ta to haTe t.e 11a117 oeaoone4 troopo ao po .. tble tor tho 

sreat o .. patsn whtoh will ooae nort Sprtft!. Ho .tatot t ba t 

the Ger.&n troops aeeaed to be tired , and tho otttoero and 

aon that they h~d oaptured had tndioatod they are •atok ot 

war• • 

The Genaan reeerTeiJ are as •ueh aa 400 K1lo•et ree 

baok ot the trent, and tho ooamunioatione be t ween tho 

roaer..ea &nd the front line are ortreaoly dittioult. Those 

supply lineo require many thousands ot German troops to suard 

and proteot theft troa Rueeian ra14o. 

Be oaid that in t he battle now i n prosreoo, Tory 

8&1\7 Ruooian and Gorman troo ~e are f1«httns far forward troa 

their r oapeot1Te linea beoauoe ot the adTanoea•ate by both 

a14eo wttb tbotr aeohantoo4 forooe. Stalin oatd that hie 

eold1or o did not eonoidor tho bat tle loot aorely beoauoe tbo 

Germane at one potat LB4 another broke throusb wttb their 

moohantoed foreeo. The Rnooian eeohanioed foreoo would attaok 

at another point otton aoTias aal\)' ailoe bebtnd tho Geraaa line. 

¥ erel7 beoauee German tereea pieree the Russian line de e a n•t 

aean the Rnoai ano a r e loot. They tisht behind the Germano, 

are adopt at tho u oe of oonr and fisht their way out in tho 

night. He said "ETon the German tanko ran out of petrol", 

Thio io merely a phase of aodorn wartar o , and aooounta for the 

taot that there haTe beea no aasa surren4era ef troops on 

either aide. Tho Ruooiano thorofare have aany "insur«ont • 

troops wbioh operate behind Oeraany•a eo-oallod front line. 

They oonetantl1 attaok German aorodroaea and linea of 

oo11munioattone. Tho Russians Are aore fa&111ar witb tho 

terrain and know bow to uao tbe natural oonr whtoh nature 

bao proTided bet t or than tho Goraane. Those "insurgent• 

troops are proTift! a sreat aenaoe to tho Goraan ottene1To. 

Bo bel1oTeo that Ooraany ~tor eotiaated tho 

et rensth ot the Russi an ~ray, and haTe n•t now eneush troops 

on the wbtle treat te earr:r •• a n.eeeaatul ef'f ent1Tt war 

and at tho oaae tiao suard their extended lines of 

ooaaunioattoaa. Bo repeatedly oaphao1oo4 tho larso auabor 

...... 
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of aftl Gonoan7 was foroed to uae ftr thlo IIW'JIUS , &ll4 

bolloYoa that the Gera~• will haYt to s• on tho 4ofena1Ye 

thoaaolYoa . there Ia oonaldoroblo oYidonoo that the7 are 

alread.J d.olns this . Thor a re bur;rins • ....,. of their larp 

t aake In the sround for dotenaiYo purpoaoa. Tho Ruealane 

h&Yo alread;r found 50 ouch dofonaiYO poeltlona. ll r. Stalin 

stated that I n hie opin1Gn Hitler hare that be baa too aan;r 

•en on the Rua81an front, wh1oh a&J &ooount tor their 

proparlns eome defone!Ye positions eo that eoae of their 

' dhialons alsht be returned to tho Genoan woatorn aroae ot 

aotual or potential oporatton, 

Bo thinks the Goraana haYo now on hi e front about 

7tJ taak a nd aotorieed 41.,1alona. Be &leo states that the 

Rueat-Gtman war has alrea4)" ohan.at4 t he ob&raoter t f 

Urte ional orsaniaat1on; tha t the Geraana had broken up 

tholr l ars• armoured diTialona a nd. dlaperaod thl a aqul paont 

throush what Stalin eallod their ta~and mot•rlaod d1Tioiona. 

St&lln stated that tho war had alroadr shown their infantry 

41Y1e1ona 11uet Include subetanti&l aaounte of a eoh aniood 

oqulpaent. While l!uoeit. had a larse nuaber of tank and 

aoUrlaed di Tlelone - 110110 of thea wore a aatoh for tho 

Oerau 'Pa.nzer• 41Tis1ea, but were tar etron&er thaD other 

Goraan dirtelona. Bente tDe sreat prtl~t tn th e Gexa&D 

lntamr;r diT1 a1o>ul whioh oanaod tho dlTOralon of Ge,... n 

anoourod equ1J101em &11 t.loq tho 11ao. 

Stalin be11ena that Cora&J11 had .3D, n-o taake at 

tho out break of 

taalre and io 
oaol1 diTielon. 

tho Ruaalan wt.r. l!uada horoolt had .2 ~n" 

taak dl Tie lone with about ?' nJ taako In 

Thor han alwt.;re had about .57J tanka In 

oaob lntantr.r 41Yiolon. Stalin bolioTOO t hat the larso 

41-rlolono are beins brokoa up b;r tho Oora.., Stat! ana •• tho 

war prosrouoe tho nnaber ot ••• 1n tbo 41Tia1ono will bo 

dooroaood in both Araloe. 

Bo at&toa that tho pro81Juro oa bia arar in tho last 

toa ~a;ro bad boooao oou14or•U7 l oae , ud tho oal7 roaaoa llo 

ooa lt stn ter It was that ho thoullbt Oonoaar hat boen unablo 

j, 
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to supplr tboir aooh&niao4 !iYiaiona and ~ir torooa with 

&doqU&to t'llel. Ho stressed tho sroat ditfioulty tho 

Oera&n armies had onoountored in aoYing Yast quantities o: 

tuol to the front , and belieYoS these diffioultios are 

goins to inoroaae. He does not thinlr this is booauso 

Oermanr bas •nr laok of tuel, but r ather beoauao of 

transportation difficulties. the laok of good roads and 

more partioularly t be etfootiYo intortorono o ot tho 

Russians with tho Gorman eoamunioationa. 

Stalin says that oYen thoU&h the war has been 

going on only six weeks , his troops are meeting brand new 

diYiaione at the front. and some of the original divisions 

seem to haYo been withdrawn. Ho boliena that t he 110ralo 

of bia own troops is extreaely high, and realises that this 

is partlr due to the faot that they are fight ins tor their 

hoaos and in f~iliar territorr. He eaid that Gemo.D,T 

has already found that •aoYing meohaniaod !orooe through 

Ruesi a was YOrT dif ferent than aoYin& them over tho 

boulevards of Belgium and Franoo". 

Stalin said that tho Ruoeian Army had boon 

oontronted with a surprise attaok; he hilleolf bolioTod 

tbey would not st rike but ho took all prooautione Poseiblo 

to mobili~e hie army of!ootively. Hitler made no dem~nds 

on Ru8s1a, henoe they •ere fo ro ed to organise a detensiTe 

line of battle. Jlow tbo Russ ians wore oountor-attaokins at 

many points. 

Ro said tho Russian Army bad mot few of tho 

70-ton Gorman tanka but that this was probably duo to tho 

inability of tho Rus•ian bridges to bold tho tanke. Ro 

bolioTes tho t errain too diffioult to manoeuYre these giant 

tanks. Where the 70-ton tanks were enoeuntered, they we~e 

pierced by tho Rus si an 75 am. gune. He doee not think 

that t he Yory l arso Geraan tank will plar an iaportant part 

in tho war in Russ ia, a lthough there are eomo parte of tho 

trent where these t&nke ••~ ta&ateuTre. The roade are Tery 

bad for tho big tanka to operate OYer. 
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Be btlitTtt t hat his l arseet t anka are better tbaa 

tbt other Geraan tanke, and that the:r h&To r epeatedly shown 

their supt r1tr1t:r in t he war to dttt. He stated that t he 

two larsest Russian tanks were of 48 and 52 tens r oa peotiTtl:r, 

with 75 u. araour aad 85 .,. • SUD•· Tbe:r bne apprexiaatt ­

l:r Yn-.. ot thue t anka at proaont. The Ruao1an a eU1111 

t ank ef Juet tTt r -'o toiUI baa 45 u, araour and 75 ••· "'""" . 

Tht 1nfantr:r tank is 1} tons and bas 37 ••· araour and 

45 u. SUD• . Tbe:r han approxiaatel:r 3 t:rT"& a ed1ua ( 30 ton ) 

t&Ua at proaent and /.2 rn l1&ht tanka ( 1 3 tone ) . Ht stated 

their present produtt1on of tanka was I 7"FO per month. Ho 

stat ed that his predutt1on was equal l:r d1T1ded between 

eed1ua and heny t t.nka on the ene hand, and l1Sbt tanka on 

t ho ot her. Be stated the:r would be abort of atoel for 

tanl< a anutaoturt and urse4 that orders f or th1a steel be 

pl aoed at once . He l ater add 1t would be aucil better if 

h1s tanka oould be manufactured in the u.s. He also wiohed 

to purchase as aan:r of our tanks as possi bl e to be readJ 

to r t he Sprins OUipaisn. Stali n said the all -important 

thins wao t he production of tanka durins tbe winter - the 

tank losses on both a1dos were Ter y sreat but that German:r 

eould preduoe aore tanka per atnth t his w1ntor t han Ru aeia. 

Benoe the aid of the U. S. in oupplJ1ns steel and tanka is 

eaeential. Be would l 1ko t o send a tank expert t o tho 

u 0 s .J. . Re stated that he would Si Te tho U.S. his tank 

de sips. 

Bt eaphaa1aod tho faot that Gorman:r baa a atrens 

and powerful air torae , and thtt their present pro4utt1on 

of planes was prebablJ 2,500 flshter a and boa ber a per aonth, 

but not a t r t th&ll 3. 000 a until . Oeraan:r b&s ure plantS 

t htn the Ruaslana at the f ront a t this t1ae but the 

qual1t:r tf aan:r of t he Goraan plants 1a net 1'1rtt-elaas -

tltt )" are rtll6h, pl&ln a aohJata , la 11b1eb p1lota flJ withtut 

Sta t pilots thtJ baTe eapture4 1n41eatt4 

that tho1r traJn1n& was shtrt and t tna1atod tf oal:r a 

"praotio&l oeurso". He r e&l1an t hat Ge~n:r IIOTed it 

. ....... 
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the Rv.uioa :treat a &reat •&liT a lrera:tt whlah typos are 

Dt lon&er bein& built in Oonoan faotorleo. Re thinko tha t 

C.manr under-ratod the abilltll' of the lbl soian Air Foroe 

and thoU&ht t hat theoo aeeoad-rat e planoo oould operat e 

.uooeoo:tullY a&&inot the•. The Ru aa l&na h&Ye experleno ed 

no trouble in deot rOlfin& these planes. 

waa faster t han the n ow lleoaerooh.ai t t. 

The Henke l plane 

On tho whtle tb o 

a oot uae:tul plano the Oenoana baYe &&&inat the Ruao lana i o 

the /~ora 88, whieb i o a o &ood or better than aDTthin& of 

that trpe that the Ruooiano haTe. 

He ot at oo tha t t ho Oereans are put tlns 20 ms . 

cannon i n their fl&htcrs; aoae baTe 12 ae. aacblne «=•· 
Stal i n eaid that all fi&htera auat haYe oannon in aodera 

warfare. He has equipped all his fi&htero with oaanon or 

hoaYJ oalibre aao bine &nn•. and stat ed the Rusoiano proposed 

to baYe no f1 &hte r o Witbeut oannon or t he heaYi eot oal1bre 

aaohino &UDO• 

The Rus si ans put their old fi&hter planes on the 

front, and theoe haTe a speed of onl y 440 kllom etreo per 

hour , but t hor haTe been Tory uee:tul and eucoeso:tul &&&inat 

a&n7 of the planoo that the Cono&ns put on Russi a 'o weotern 

front. Tbe7 haTe 7 Z 3 tbouoand; of the .. ol dtr trpe 

f i&htero . 

Tho new fi&htor s a r e of three t ypes. They ban 

/.2 (J7J a aonth. The spoodioat ef thoao newer one aotor 

f i&htora 1o the li'II .C. } , With hen;r armo1u and oannon, and 

a opeod of 650 kilometre• pe r hour. The oeoond f ighter is 

tho L • .l.C.}, whi ch oarries a o&nnon, bas beaT7 a acbine &UDS 

and a epoed of 590 k . p.b. The third i s the I .lt.l; this 

earri os a oannon, and bas a speed of 590 ~.p .h. 

Stalin oaid the Ruaoi ano hnc three new 11od.iua 

boabor trpu. Firot , a sin&lo~oter boaber, fl71n& at 

510 t . p .h. , for oloae r&n&e bo•bln&• Seeon4, the 2-11e t or 

di To boeber, f l7i n& at 540 k. p .h. with a fl71 11& ran&e of 

800 tiloutr eo. Tbe third boaber, wbioh is enly Just bola& 

. ..... 
/, 



produced in quantity, is a 2-•otor diTe bomber with a r&~o 

of 2, 200 kilometres and a speed of 610 k.p.h., and. oarries 

one ton of bombs on its full flight r&n«e, but double that 

amount of bombs on more than half ran«•· It bas 7 hsny 

maohine «nn•. Stalin speako of it as • a nry !OOd boaber•, 

He said he has t hree types of len! ran«e boeber. 

One, a 2-motor bomber which is quite slow, doin« 440 k . p .h. 

w1 t h a ran!• of 3, 000 kilometres, Second, a 2·motor bomber, 

Just in p rcduetion, with a Diesel on«ine; ~· .5 ,000 

kilometres, carrying one ton btmb load• , 2 tone at 4 , 000 

Third., a 4- en«ine 

bomber, Juet now «•ttin« into produotion; ran«e 3,500 ki lo-

metres, carrying 3 tone of bo•ba. Be eaid they had at 

preeent about 6/Tb beaTY lon« ranse bombers. 

Bo said t bOlt his total produotion of planes at 

pres ent was I f7rl> per mouth; by J anuary ht , this would 

inorease to 25lrD per month. 60!' of these wouldd:s fitjl tor 

planes, and 40!' bombers. This was exolusiTe of tra1n1n& 

p l anes , now boin« produoed at I S per day . 

bad approximately .351r!> trainin« planes. 

tr&inln« course f or pilots was 8 months, 

The Russians 

Stalin said tho 

Ho expressed oonsiderable lnte roet in trainin! 

pilots in .llllerioa and l eft •e the impression thoro would soon 

be a shortase of piloto . Stali n odd t he Ge:naan cl aims of 

Russian air losses were absurd . The Ruosians lost more 

planes t han tho Germano a t first, but be think• the adTantago 

i• t he other way now. He would not indioate the nu.ber of 

losses other than there were a "good eany on both sides". 

He etatod there had been some dam&&• to airoraft 

faotorios btt t hat thoro had been eonsidorablo disburslo of 

tho maehinery before the destruetion took plaoe. (I SIJf 

two 'taotories, whioh I was told by our '-b&esador were 

airoraft faetorios, Just out s ide llosoow oo•plotolY destroyed). 

Stalin repeatedl y s tated that he did not under-

rate tho Gol1D&n Arr17. Bo stated that their orsanisatioa was 

of t ho Tory boot and that ho bolieTed that they hal l&r!o 

I, 
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r oaorTea ot t ood, a on, auppllea &D4 tuol. llo thiua that 

wo aay be undor-oatlaatt n& Geraa~•a oil euppllaa, and ho 

baees t hla on the fait that under t he t wo-Jaar &&reoaoa\ 

they had with Gora&IIJ' , the Geraans asked tor l eu tuel than 

the asreement proT1ded for &lrln& t he yoar 1940-41. lie 

t hou,sht oDe weo.lcneu the Brlt iah had •s under-rat1D& their 

oDoay; he did not propose to do t his. llo _.bre, a thlue 

that ao ~ar as aea, .uppl1ea, food &n4 tuol are eonoerne 4, 

the Geraan J.ft.y l a O&pablo of t oltiq part ln a Wlntor 

oaapo1~ 1n Ruseia. lie tbJ.Jl);e howeTer, that it would bo 

ditticu.lt tor the Gora..,s to operate e:ttena1Toly auc otter 

the lat Septoeber, whoa t he bo&TT raina wi l l bo&i n, and 

attar Ootober l et the sr.ound would. bo so bad. that t h q 

would haTe t o s• on the de:tena1Te. lie oxpr eeeed sreat 

oontldonoe that t ho line dur!D& the Wi nter aontbo would bo 

tn :trollt ot llo2oew. Xl oT al\4 LenlD&r&t - probaU1 not aoro 

than 100 Tllo~etres away troa where it i e now. Eo tbius 

t hat one o:t tho t;ro at adTantat;oo the Rueolan Ara,J bas at 

the aoaent ie that the Germane •are tlrod." and baTo no 

etoaooh tor an ot:teno1To . Re realists that Gore~ oan 

etlll b rl" S up &boat 40 41T1a iona, a altin& :1 1.!1 l1T1111.ona 1n 

all a t the Rnaeian front, bat these t1T1s1ona prob&bl1 oanno t 

t;ot there before tho hard weather eet a ln. 

llo told ae that tho f i rst neet ot the Rueaian AJwJ 

wae llsht &nt1 -a1roratt sune. 20 ••• 0 2S •• 0. 31 .. . . and 

.S 0 an., and t hat t hey need Tast quantitiu o:t tbeee sun• to 

&iTo nroteotion to their linea o:t oe .. un1oat1one asainet low 

t l1in& plano a. 

Ili a eooond &root aeed was alua1n1ua neol ed in the 

oonstruction ot ai rplanoa . 

Tho third wae a oobine IUDS ot approxiaatoly .SO 

oalibro, and tho fourth r i f l es ot approxiaatolJ }0 oalibre. 

Ho etatod that ho needed l ar&e anti - oiroratt sun• tor tho 

dofenoo ot oitioe . In bia opinion tho Ruaalaa supply of 

o.aJRlnltton was aat1staoto17. Bo at atod tho outooae ot tho 

war in Rnaai a would l arsolJ dopen4 on tho abil i t y to entor 

...... 
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tilt Spr111S ooapaip wtth o.4eqll&h oqulp.oat. po.rti011lo.rl7 

i n o. lroratt . t o.11ke t.l14 A.A. fUD O. 

Ro oxpru oed u ursont 4ul ro tbo.t tbt Brlti oh 

ot n4 l a rse plo.neo •• ooon • • poo•ible to boab tile Rllaaniaa 

oil t l ol4o. ant aado a point ot u rsins tha t pllota o.nd orewe 

bt oont with t he plo.noo. Ho t ol4 • • one ot the sroat 

preble•• wa o to det ermine the porto ot entrJ wh loh wer e to 

bt u .. d tor S\lJlJll1e&; and tho.t Arohan~tol wt.o c11t!1oult 

but not iapoooible; he wo.o ouro bio ioobrt& lcoro oould l<ee p 

tho port /roo all wi nter . Be oto.t ed t ha t Vlad iTootok • •• 

t o.nse rouo booauoo it would be out ott bJ l a po.n o.t • nr tlat , 

o.n4 ht t eo.r ed t ho rtilroa4o and ro a4o 111 Pore! & wore 

ln&4oqu.ah. 

pruont. 

But all would haTe to bt uaod !or tho 

llr. Stalin t XJ>rt ooot r eptttedlJ Ilia oea!ideMo 

that tho Russian l inea would holt. 

Bo Informat i on SiTon o. boTa wao Otllflretd b7 

t.n7 other oonree. 

I 
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This ttltgram must br 
olosrly paraphrasEd bE­
for£ bt ing communi cated 
to anyonr . (SC) 

SEcrEtary ot StatE, 

Washington. 

TRIPLE PRIORITY. 

LIOSCCNf 

DatEd August 1 , 1941 

14301 Augus t 1 , 3 p .m. 

Me!! BCOI£1) PERSONAL AND 9 LS IM b . lll.lnL 

FOR THE PRESIDENT, THE SECRETARY AND UNDER SECRETARY 

ONLY FROM HA RRY HOPKINS. 

" I havE had two long and satisfactory talks with 

Stalin and will communicatE pErsonally to you t hE 

mrssagrs h£ i s srnd1ng, I would likE to tEll you now, 

howEvEr, that I fEEl EVEr so confi dEnt about this front . 

ThE mora l£ ot thE population is EXO£pt1onall1 good. 

ThErE is unboundEd dEtEr minati on to win . Stalin is 

anxi ous that thE final nEgotiations for thE loan from 

thE R.F .c ., br handlEd i n Washingt on and is a~us 

tha t it bE agrttd upon at thE EarliEst possiblE momEnt . 

I havE had satisfactory oonftrtno rs with Molotov, 

StEinhardt and Cripps, My mi ssion hr rt is ntarly com-

plttr, and I shall b E lEaving soon. I am wrll and 

looki ng .forward to sEEing you. Hart'1" 

STEINHARDT 

CSB 
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SEcretary of StatE, 

\fashington. 

14311 August 1, 5 p. m. 

GRAY 

Moscow 

DntEd Augus t 

REc ' d 9 p. m. 

FOR THE PRESIDENT, THE SECRETARY, AND UNDER 

SECRETARY 

ThE rEcEption accordEd Harry Hopki ns by thE SoviEt 

GovErnmEnt and thE m1ueual attEntion which has bEEn dE-

votEd to him by thE Soviet prtsa clEarly indicatE that 

ExtrEmE impor tanc e has bEEn attachEd to his visit by 

this GovernmEnt. HE was met at thE port of Entry by 

a numbEr of high ranking Army and l{avnl officials and 

by the Aoti ng ChiEf of Protocol who flEw with him to 

Moscow whErE an unusually largE dElEgati on hEaded by 

Lozovski .had bEEn ass EmblEd t o await his arrival. HE 

was rEcEi VEd promptly by Stalin who granted him vEry 

ExtEndEd intErviEws and discussEd with a franknEss 

unparallElEd in my knowlEdgE i n rEcEnt Soviet history 

thE subjEct of his mission and thE SoviEt position. 

All SoviEt nEVIspapErs havtpubl1shEd photographs and 

1 ttms concerning his visit on tht1r front pagEs - a 

position 



r position of muoh grt~t£r significancE hErE than in 

any othEr country. 

I am cErtain that t hE visit has bEEn txtr£m£ly 

gratifying to thE SoviEt GovErnmEnt and that it will 

provE to havE ExercisEd a most bEnEf1o1al EffEct 

upon Sov1£t- Amtr1can rElations in gEnEra l and in par­

tioul~r to havE greatly tncour~gEd thE SoviEt w~r 

Effort. 

STEINHARDT 

HPD 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

-• • ( 1 .. 7/f>B) 
WAR DCPAJtTMEHT O&H&:ftAL aT~ 

WMt41....-roH. 0. C. 
... 7- 'c Loh - It' - .,_ 

S1gnature- C!.a-U ./. ~~ 194].. 

1111101Witltlf FOR TIIB CHlEP OF ST.&.PP1 

Sub~t• Situatico in tlkrw.1.nll. 

l, Oil Auguat 4th, the aitu&tioo in the 1llcra1ne al.aag the 
aouthem portico of the GemaD-Jiuaaian front 1a belined to be 
apprcad.ll&~ u follow 1 

a. The Ruaai.ana ho.ld a deap -.dge extend1:ni watw.rd 
!'rolll the Dnieper on both a idea ot the Pripet river. Tb1a wdge 
correapoode ap~tely to the Pripet u.rah area. 

b . htdhtaly aouth of the ~Ilea, GeJIDAD forcea 
han ad't'&llced to the area bet-n loroaten and the llDieper 
r1 ftr. '1'be depth of thi.a Geran adftllce to the ll&llt of ICoroaten 
1a UDknown. 

c • RueaiaD forcea held ICin and an eJCten.ei ve bridgehead 
around ICin on the wet bank of the Ihieper. 

d, '1'be Min Oe.n~&n effort baa been made in the put 
t110 weka in a aoutbeuter~ directioo al.aag the uia1 Zbitalir, 
l)lepropetronlt. The lett tlanlt of th1a dri.ve haa been protected 
by the Ge11UD Hi&h c._..,rv~ qaiD.ft the K1n bridgehead by atroog 
dtlfenaive fo~t1<1118 of Oe~ 1.ntant17. lfoat of the &rJDOred 
d1 '9iai<lll8 ot the aoutbern !root appear to be coocentrated in 
th1.a "-in effort• enveloping drive pwhing aoutheutw.rd trc. 
Btlaja Zarlcow toar18 DDepropetroVIIk. 

e. Thill O.man &mored ar.q att&i.ned the area of STeni­
gorodka about ~ 25th and -. cloae to Zino'fiaalt cn Jul:T .)let. 
It 111, apparen~, 011 August 4th coot1mdng to gain ground in the 
directicoa of Doepropetronlt &Dd ICriToi Roc. 

t. Strong ~1111111 forcea are fighting 'lll.th dtltenliD&t.ioo 
in a t.l.t circle to the north-.at, .at and aoutbweat ot Zino'li .. k. 
'ftleM Runi& forcea have atill an open line of retreat to the eut 
Ukraine over bpropetronk and Zaporaha, A. turt.ller 11M of re­
treat 1a optrn to tha to the aoutbeut into the CriM&. Howftr, 
the ~aiana 1 area for retreat be~ z.inoneak and the lowr 
Dnieper 1a bein& turther CCIIIpraaaed ~. 
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·OONFIDENT T A I I 

g. Tbe Ruaei.an armiaa west. and aout.bwat o! Zinorleak, 
pro~ amounting to betwen fifteen alXI twenty-five diviaiona, 
_.. being attacked by the Ald.a &nrdea along & semi-<:ircul.&r f'ralt 
extending fran Cetatea .Ub& at the mouth o! the Dnieater through 
Balta to u.&n. Two large bridgea have been bullt by Gervan 
pioneers aoroaa the midd1e Dnieater near Du.bo,.ary. 

h. on Ju4 ~t the Oerm&n High Ctwn.Orui reports that 
theee hal..f'-1I1Cloaed Ruaaien !orcas launched & -jor counterattack 
in a northerly direction f'raD Perwaaaiak. Vary fierce t1.ghting 
occurred 011 thia ~ near Novo&rcbangelak. 

1. The rata o! the Russian armies fighting to the wat 
and a w.thwat o! Zinovieek ncnr hangs in the bel •nee. 

- - __:::> 

;)~L~ 
SIIElliWI KIUS, 

Brigadier General, U. S. Arrtty, 
.Acting .Uaiatant Chie! o! Starf, a-2 • 

.--TilE PRESIIENT 
Secretar:r of Tar 
.Uaiatant Secretary of Tar 
Chie! o! Star! 
War Plana Ill. vision 
O!fica o! Naval Intelligence 
General Embick 

Frank ~lbrary 

·DEH.f\ s.s I ,-=-, .(' d 
UOI D / I? f'><-".1(9/27/~8) 

Deh - / P- !1 7 - 1:, G, 

Signatur" - C~ J -*Uk' 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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August 20, 1941 

My dea r Mr . Pr esident : 

I am encl osing a copy of Part I and Part II of 
the report of my t rip t o Moscow. 

I am encl osi ng copies for t he St ate , War and 
Navy Departments, wit h a proposed note f r om you. 

Very sincerely yours , 

~, A~~~--... 
Enclosures . 

The Pr esident , 
The White aouse . 
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co::FER!r:cc HLLD o:: Jtll.Y )1 , 19~ 1 . atT' Elm 

UR . STALl:·!, !lR. BOPltlNS , All!: THE 

lliiER?Rf!ER .~ . LI7VI~OV , AT THE 

K.~l~ IY ..;o;.cov. - 6 : )0 P·"'· TO 

9 : JO p. m. 

PtJ!T 1 

I told ~r . Stalin the t tho Pr esident r.ae : nxiou. to 

~ve his - St~ lin' a - ap,ree~t1on and analy=1~ ot the 

• ar bet•een Cermany end Rus>i ft . ~r. Stalin outlined the 

litUc.tion aS follOY1S ! 

Re stated th't in hi s opinion the Cermun Army h4d 

175 divisions on Russi~ 's •estern rront ~t the outbreak or 
the ~ar, and thut &ince the outbreak of tho , . r, ~~ls nes 

beon increased to 2)2 di•:i sione; he beli .,voo thb t Cer:o.;.ny 

e~n ~obilize )00 divi sions . 

Re sta ted t ha t Russia h~d 130 divisions • t the out-

bre6k of the '3r , but oa~ or these ~ere ~ell ~ck of the 

line of co2bot, and eould not bt ~uickly oobillzed, so 

that v.hen the Oeroans s t ruck it .... as i mposs1bln to offer 

ade~uote r e!1Stsnee . The line <hich is no" held is a f Lr 

mor• pro,i:ious one t~~ the ~re ~dvLneed line ~hich 

t hey ~i~ht have tfken up hsd ~elr divis i ons been prep• r ed . 

Sineo ,,ar be&nn, ho;ocver , d iv isions l':.ave been i)l Ae&d 1n 

their ap;ro~riate positions , and a t the pr esent tl~e nc 
belie•es t hot Rus si& has a re~ core d ivis i ons th~ Cer~ny , 

and plaees the nu.ber of Russ 1&n d ivisi ons at ~0 in tne 

front, t.lth 20 in roserve. Etolin n i d thc.t abOJt one 

third or tnese divisions h~~ not as yet been w'l<ar fire. 

Ur . St ; lin •t•ted th~t ht e~ .otili ze 350 divisions 

a.nd dll h:<ve that _.ny o1v1s1on: tmder aras b;r tt.e tJ..:<e 

tho spring e~;aian bc~ins in ~Y 1942 . 
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He is anxioua to have as many of his divis ions as 

pos sible in contact with the ene~y, because then the 

troops l earn that Germans can be killed and are not super­

men. Thi s gives his divisions the same kind of confidence 

that a pilot gets af ter his f i rst co~bat in the air. 

Stalin sa id t hat •nothing 1n warfare can tuke the place 

or actual combat", and he wants to have as many seasoned 

troops as possible for tho great campaign which >ill coc:e 

next Spring. He s tated t ha t the German troops seemed to 

be tired , •~d t he officers and men that they had cap t ured 

had ind icated they are • sick or war• . 

Tho German rese~ves are .as much as 400 kilomett es 

back of the front , and the c~~un1cat1ons between the 

re serves aod the front l in6 are ext remely d1ft'1cult . ThtJse 

s uppl,:y line$ require many thousands ot Gerldan t roops t o 

guard and protect them t ro:;n Russ i an raids. 

Be said that in the battle now in progr ess , very 

many Russian ard Ge rllW\ t roops are fighti.!l& far for·r.ard 

trom their respective l ines because of the aCvances made 

by ,both s i des with their ~echanized forces . Stalin sa id 

tha t his soldiers di d not eonsider the b•ttl e lost merely 

because the Germans at one point dnd another broke through 

with their wechanized forces. The Russian mechan ized 

fot>ces 'PI'Ould e. t te.ek at another point often moving many 

mil as behind the Ger1aan 11ne. Uerel y because Cierron 

f orces pi erce the Russian line does not ll!ean the Rus~L..ns 

are los t. They fi&ht behind the Germans, are adept a t 

the use of cover and fight t he ir wny out 1.n the nigh t. 

He said, "Even the Oerm~n tsnks run out ot pett>oln. 
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This is meroly a phase ot codern ~arrare, nnd accounts 

t o• the tact thot the•e have been no mass au.•ende•s ot 

t•oops on oi the• s i de . Tho Russ i~n• t herefore have ~ 

• insurgent• troops •hich ope•a te behind Oe•canr•s so­

called tront line. They constlllltly attack Ge•G~An aero­

d •o;oes o.nd linu or ce>.,.,unications . The Russians are 

10o•e ta~:~Hiar with t ho terrain and knO\'I how to use tho 

nat ural cover rhich nature bas p•o•ided bet t e • than the 

Oe•mans . These •insurgent• t roops ar e prov ing e g•ea t 

menace to tho Ot rmao ot!ensive. 

Be bel ieves that Gc•~ underestt.Ated the st•en; tb 

or the Russ ian Ar2Y 1 and have not no•• enoush t roops on 

the ~bole tron~ to carry on a successful offensive ~ar 

and at tho sue ti<le guard their extended lines ot COO!­

"'unieatlons. lie repea tedly emphasitecl t he lar ge n\l:lber 

ot men Germany waa forced to use for thia purpose , and 

believes that tho Oer~s ~111 have to go on the def ensive 

themselves. Tbere is considerable evidence that they are 

al.eacly doi.'ljl th h . They are buryinc ssoy ot their lorge 

ta.~s 1.~ the sround tor defensive purposes . The Russians 

have already touncl SO such defens ive positions . Ur . 

Stalin sta tecl tha t in h is 09ini on Bitler fea rs that he 

has t.oo many men on the Russ i an front, \,hich may aeeount 

to• their p•ep~rinG so~e clefensive pos itions so tha t sooe 

or their divis ions =i~ht be r eturned to the ae.Q4n aeste •n 

a reas or actual o• potent1al ope•a t ion. 

Be thinks the Cer~s Dove now on b1a front about 

70 ta.~ and ~oto•izocl divisions . Be a lso stutes that the 

Russo-Oergan war haa olready cht~Bed tho chd•oete• ot 

I 
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divisional organitation; that the Ger mans hAd broken up 
their laree a r=oured ~ivi~1ons and dispersed tnia equip­
cent thrOU&b 'hat Stalin c"lled their t•nk and motorired 
divisions . Stulin otated that the • ar has a lready shown 
t~at infantry divisions must 1ncludo & larger number or 
mechanized unUa. l.bile Russia had L luge nu:l:or or 
tank and ~oto rized divisions - none or them • ere a 
match tor the Oerman "Panzer" d1v1t1on, but vere tar 
stronaer than other Ger~n 41v1s1ons . Renee the creat 
pr essure on tho German inC•nt ry div1a ions v,h1ch caused 
the diversion or GerQOn arcoured equipment all along the 
11no. 

St&lin believes that Ger~~ny h•d JO, OOO tanks at tbe 
outbre£k of the Russian ••r· Russi & herself h•d Z4 ,000 
tanka and 60 t ank divisions ~ith about 350 to 400 tanks 
in eoch d ivision. They have a1".a ys had obout 50 tanl:s i n 
each infantry division. St•l1n believes that the largo 
61v1s1ons ore being broken up by tho Gen;an Starr ar.d as 
the ~~r progresses the n~ber ot men in ~he divis i ons 

~ill be dec reased in both ar~es . 

Be st.ated th .. t the pre£sure on his arey 1n the -ASt 

ten days !~d beco~e consider&bly leta , and the only 
r eason he coulo a ive for it ~~• that he t hought Germany 
had been ~~3ble to sup9ly their mechanized d ivisions ~ 
air t orees ~1th a~eq~te fuel . Be stressed the sre&t 
difficul ty the Garmon armies h~d encounter ed in ~oving 
vast <;U£.ntH1u or fuel to the front , and bel1eves these 
difficulties are goinu to 1ncreose. He does not think 
this !S beee\i•e Cer Clony hU any lack or f uel, but rather 
bec.use of tr•nsportttion diffic~~ita , the l ¥Ck Of good 
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roads and mere particularly the effective interference 

of the Russians with the German communications . 

Stalin says that even though the war has been going 

on only six weeks, his troops are oeeting brand new 

divisions at the front, and some of the original divisions 

seem to have been withdrawn. He believes that the morale 

of his o•'D troops is extremely high, and. realizes that 

this is partly due to the feet that they are fighting for 

the i r homes and in familiar territory. He said that 

Germany has already found that "moving mechanized forces 

through Russia was very different than moving them over 

the boulevards of Belgium and France•. 

Stalin said that the Russian Army bad been confronted 

with a surprise attack; he himself believed that Bitl er 

would not strike but he took all precautions possible to 

mobilize his army . Hi t l er made no demands on Russia, 

hence they fiere for ced to organize a defensive l ine or 

battle. Now the Russ ians •ere counter-attacking at many 

points. 

He said the Russian Army bad met few of t he 70- ton 

German t anks but that this was probably due to the in­

ability or the Russian bridges to hold the t anks . Be 

believes the terrain too diffi cult to manoeuvre these 

giant t anks. Vfuere the 70- ton t anks were encountered, 

they ~·ere pierced by the Russian 75 mm . guns. He does 

not t hink that the very l ar ge Cerman tank will play an 

important part in the war in Russia, alth9ugh t here are 

parts of t he southern front where t hese tanks can manoeuvre . 

The roads are very bad for the big tanks to operate over. 

) 
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He believes that his largest tanka are better t han 

the other Geraan tanks , and that they bava r epeatedly 

shown their superiority in the war to date. Be stated 

that the two larseet Russian tanks wer e of 48 and 52 tone 

respectively, with 75 mm. armour and 85 mm. suns . They 

bava approxtaatel7 4, 000 or these tanks at present. The 

Ruaaian llledi us tank or Just over 30 tons baa 45 ""' · a r11our 

and 75 mm. guns. The i nfantry tank is 13 t ons and has 

37 mm. armour and 45 mm. guns. They have approximately 

8, 000 aediiiJI (30-ton) tanks at present and 12, 000 light 

(13-ton) tanks. Ha stated their present production 

of tanks was 1, 000 per month. He stated that his proouc­

t1on was equally d ivided between medium and heavy tanks 

on the one band, and light tanka on the other. Be stated 

they would be short or steel tor tank manufacture and 

ursed t hat orders for this steel be placed at once . He 

l a ter said i t would be much better it his t anks could be 

manufactured 1n the United St a tes . Be also wished to 

purchase as many ot our tanks as possible to be ready ror 

the Spring campaign. Stali n said the all-import ant thing 

was the production or tanks during the •inter - the tank 

losses on both sides were very great but that Gersany 

c ould produce more tanks per month thi s winter than 

Russia. Bence the aid of the United States in suppl ying 

steel and tanks is easanUal. Be would l ike to sand a 

t&nlt expert to tba Unit ed Statu. Be stated that be 

would sive the United States his tenk d esigns . 

He emphasi zed the f act that Germany baa a s trong 

and powerful air r orce, and that their pr esent production 

of pl&nea waa probably 2,500 t 1gbters and bo.bers per 
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month, but not 110re than J, OOO a 110nth. Ger114J17 has 

more planes than the Rulsiana at the front at this t~ 

but the quality or many ot the Geraan planes is not 

first-clasl - they are rough, plain ~chines, in -hicb 

pilots tly without a long tra1n1n1. Soae pilots they 

have captured indicated that their training waa short and 

consisted or only a •practical course•. He realizes that 

Germany •~ed to the Russi&n front a great many aircraft, 

which types ~re no longer being built in German factories. 

Be thinks that Germany underrated the ability of the 

Russian Air Force and thought tbat these second-rate planes 

could operate successfully acainst thea. The Russians 

have exper ienced no trouble in destroy inc t hese pl anes . 

Tbe Henkel plane was taster than the new Kesserschoitt . 

On tbe whole the cost useful plane the Gar=ans have asainst 

the Russians is the Junkers 88, which is as good or better 

then anythinc or that type that the Russ ians have. 

He stated that the Germans are putting 20 mm. eannon 

in their fi&hters; some have 12 .... machine guns. Stalin 

said that all fi&hters mu~ bave cannon in modern •artare. 

He has equipped all his fighters •ith cannon or heavy 

cuibre machine guns , and he stated the Russians proposed 

to have no fighters wit~out cannon or the heaviest 

calibre aacbine &uns. 

The Russians put their old fighter planes on the 

front, and these have a speed or only 440 kilometres per 

hour, but they have been very useful and successful 

against many or the planes thet the Germans put on 

Russia's •eatern front. They have seven to eight 

thousand ot these older type fighters. 

. .,. 
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The new fighters are of three types. They have 

approximately 2 1 000 of these at the front , and are pro­

duc ing 1,200 a month. The speediest of t hese newer one­

motor fighters is the K.I.G. 3, with heavy armour end 

cannon, end a s peed of 650 ~1lometres per hour. The 

second fighter is the L.A.G. 3, which carries a cannon, 

bas heavy machine guns and a speed of 590 k.p.h. The 

t hird is the J.K. 1; this carries a cannon, and has a 

speed of 590 k. p.h . 

Stalin said the Russians have three new med iUlll bomber 

types. First a single-motor bomber, f'lying at 510 k.p.h., 

for c lose range bombing. Second, the 2-motor dive bomber, 

flying a t 540 ~.p.h. with a flying range of 800 kilo­

metres. The t hird bomber, "hicb is only just being pro­

duced in quantity, is a 2-motor dive bomber .,itb a r ange 

of 2 1200 kilometres and a speed of 610 k.p.h., and carries 

one ton of bombs on its full flight range , but double 

that amount of bombs o.n more than half range. It has 

7 heavy machine guns. Stalin spoke of it as •a very good 

bomber" . 

Be said he bas three types of long range bomber. 

One, a 2-motor bomber which is quite slow, doing 440 kp.h. 

with a range of 3,000 kilometres. Second, a 2-motor 

bomber , j ust in production, with a Diesel engine; range 

5,000 kilometres, carrying one ton bomb load, 2 tons at 

.1,.1 000 kilometres range; speed 500 k.p.h . Third, a 

4-engine bomber, just now getting into production; range 

3,500 kilometres , carrying J tons of bombs. He said they 

had It present about 600 heavy long range bombers. 

) 
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Be said that his total production of planes at 

present was 11 800 per month; by January 1st, this would 

increase to 21 500 per month. 6~ of t hese would be 

fighter planes, and 40~ bombers . 'l'his was exclusive of 

training pll!lles , now being produced at 15 per day . The 

Russiens llwe approximately 3, 500 training planes . Stalin 

said the training course for pilot s was 8 months. 

Be expressed considerable interest in t r aining pilots 

in America and left me t he impression the r e would soon bi 

a shortage of pilots. St alin said the German claims of 

Russian a ir losses were absurd . The Russians lost more 

planes t han the Germans at first , but he t hinks t he ad­

vantage is the other way no~ . He would not indicate the 

number of los ses other than ther e wer e a "good many on 

both sides• . 

Be stated ther e had been some damage to a ircraft 

factor ies but that the r e had been considerable disbursal 

of the machinery before t he destruction took place. (I 

saw two factor ies, which I was told by our Ambassador were 

a ircraft factories, just outside Woscow compl etelY destroyed.) 

I asked Wr. St alin about the l ocation of his munitions 

plants. Be did not reply to this ~ detail but indicated 

tbat about 75~ of the sum total of hi s muni t ions pl ants , 

t be percentage varying depending on the t ype of plant, 

were in the general areas of which Leningrad , »osco>~ and 

Kiev wer e the centers . 

I gained the impression from him t hat 1f the German 

army could m.ove some 150 miles eaa~ of each of t hese 

centers , they would destroy almost 75~ of Russia's 
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industrial capacity. 

Stalin said they had dispersed a good IIW\Y or their 

larger rectories and •ere moving many machine tools 

eastward to escape the bombing attacks . 

Stalin repeatedly stated that he d1d not underrate 

the German Ar•Y· He stated that their orsaniration was 

O! the Yery best and tba t be believed tba t they bad lar ge 

reserves of food , men, supplies and fuel . Be thinks that 

we may be under estimating Germany'• oil supplies, and he 

hoses t his on the fact that under t he two-year agreement 

they bad with Carmany, the Cermans asked tor less fuel 

than the agreement provided !or during t he year 1940-41. 

Re thought one weakness the British had was underrating 

their enemy; he d1d not propose to do th11. He, therefore, 

thinks that so far as men, supplies, food and ruel are 

concerned, the German Army is eapaHe or taking par t in a 

winter campaign i .n Russia. He thinks, however, that it 

would be difficult tor the Germans to operate orrensively 

much a!ter the first or Septeaber, when the heavy rains 

will begin, and atter October lst the ground woulC. be so 

bad that they would have to go on the detensiYe . He ex­

pressed great confidence that the line during the winter 

months would be in front or lloseow, IC1ev and Leningrad -

probably not 11ore than 100 kilometres away from "here 1t 

ia now. He thinks that one or t he great advantaces the 

Russian AriQ' baa at the "'0111ent 1s the t the Germans •are 

tired• and have no atomaeh tor an otrenaive. Be reali~es 

that GerCDan¥ cen still bring up about 40 divisi ons, 

making 275 d1via1ona in all at the Russian front, but 

these divisions probably cannot get there before the hard 

"eather sets in. 
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Be told me that the first need or the Russ ian Ar~ 

.. a s light anti-aircraft guns , ;20 mm . , 25 mm., J7 a. , 
anO 50 a. , and that they need vas t quantities of these 

guns to give protec t ion to their l inea of communi cations 

against low tlyilll! planes . 

His second gr eat need was aJ.u:ainWI needed in the 

construction o! a irplanes . 

The third • as machine guns o! approximately 50 

cal ibre, and the four th rifles o! approximately 30 calibre. 

He sta ted that he needed lar ge anti-ai~craft guns f or 

the defense or cities. In his opinion the Russian supply 

or am3~~tion was satisfactor y. Be stated the outcome or 

the war in Russia would largely depend on the ability t o 

enter the spring Clllllpaign with adequate equipment, parti­

cularly in aircr aft, tanks and anti-air craft guns . 

Be expressed an urgent desire that the British send 

lar ge planes as soon as possible to bomb the Rumanian 

o1lf1elds, and made a point or urging that pi lots and 

crews be sent with the planes. 

Be told me one of the great problass was to deter­

mine the porta or entry which were to be used for 

supplies; and that Archangel was difficult but not im­

possible; be was sure his i cebreakers coulO keep the 

port free all ~inter . He stated that VlaOivos tok wa s 

dangerous because it could be cut ott by J apan at any 

til:le, and he teared the r ailroads and road• in Persia 

were inadequate, But all would h.a•e to be used tor 

the present. 

Mr. Stalin expressed repeatedlY hie confidence 

J 
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t hat the Russian l ines •ould bold within 100 kilo=etres 

ot their present position. 

No 1ntorsation given above was contir3ed by any 

other source. 



COifl'ERENCI! HELD ON JULY Jl, 1941, BET¥tl!EII 

IIR. STALIN, !IR, IIOPP:INS, .AND TilE 

INTERPRETER lUI. LITVINOV, AT TilE 

KREMLIN IN ~OSCOW- 6:.30 p. a. TO 

9:30 p.m. 

PART 11 

I told Yr. Stalin at this con!orence that our 

Government and the British Government (Churchill having 

authori~ed me to say t his) were willing to do ever ything 

that they possibly could during the succeeding weeks to 

send materiel to Russia. This materiel, however, must 

obviously be already manufactured and that he - Stalin -

must under stand that even t)Us materiel could in all 

probability not reach hi s battle lines before the bad 

weather closes in. 

I told h1lll that we believed that plans should be 

aade tor a long war; that ao tar as the united States 

was concerned we had large supply commitments in relat ion 

to our own Army, Navy and Merchant Marine, as well as 

very substantial responsibilities tor supplies to England, 

China a nd the Republics or South Amerlca. 

I told h1lll that the decisions relating to the long 

range supply problem could only be resolved it our 

Government had complete knowledge , not only or the 

111111tary situation 1n Ruu1a, but ot type, nuaber and 

quality or their military weapons , a• ~ell as full 

knowledge of r ew materials and rectory capacity. 
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I told him that I knell that our Govern~~~ent, and I 

believed the British Government , would be unwilling to 

send any heavy munitions, such as tanks , aircrait and 

anti-air~t guns , to the Russian f ront unless and until 

a conference bad been held between our three Governments , 

a t which the r elative stra tegic inter ests of each front, 

as well as the interests of our several count ries , was 

Cully and Jointly explored. 

I sugges ted that , in as much as be was so tully 

engaged with the immediate prosecution ot the ba ttle now 

in band, he could not give the time and attention to s uch 

8 confer ence until &Iter this battle is over. 

St a lin bad previously indicated that the front would 

be soliditied not later than October l. 

I was mindful or the importance that no conference 

be held in Moscow until we knew the outcome of the bat tle 

now in progress . I Celt i t very unwise to hold a con­

terence • bil e this battle • a s 1n the balance . Hence rq 

suggestion to him to hold a conference at as late a date 

a s was possible. Then we 1rould know whether or not there 

wa s to ba a front and approximately the loca tion of the 

front during the coming winter montbs . 

Stalin said he •ould llelcOQe such a conference and 

said tbat of course it would be impossible tor b1m to go 

to 8 conference anywhere other t han in Moscow; that he 

would be glad to make available to our Government all 

information which was required and ht offered to give 

~s the Soviet designs of t heir airplanes, t anks and guns. 

j 
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I told hi& th8t I was not authorized to make this 

susgeation of a conference to hia officially. 

StalL~ then atat ed that in caae our Government 

wished to have such a conference he would receive such 

a proposal sympathetically and •ould give the conference 

his per sonal attention. 

Stalin has not given hitherto any iniormation of 

any kind to any of the Embassies or to any of the ll.ilitary 

Attaches of foreign gove rnments . The British Naval 

At t ache bas been given 1nioraation confined to the 

Russian Navy because or certain joint operations. 

Ther e is litera lly no one in the whole Gover nment 

who is w1lling to give any important 1niormation other 

than Kr. Stalin h.iaself. Therefore, it is essential 

that auch a conference be held with Wr. Stalin persona.lly. 

I believe he •ould give th is conterenco his personal 

attent ion. 

My suggestion is that the conference be not held 

prior t o October 1, but not later than October lS . 

--------------------------------------------



TH~ WHIT~ HOVS~ 

WASH INGTON 

August 20 , 1941 

»y dear Mr. President: 

1 have only sade one copy of the att&ched . 

Uy suggestion is that no copy of tnis be sent 
to the St a t e Department and that the contents of this 
be d iscussed verbally by you •·Hh l.l r. Hull. 

Very sincerely yow·s , 

Enclosure . 

The Pr esident, 
The ~h1te House. 
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CONFERENCE dELD ON JULX 31, 1941, B~BEN 

11.11. bT.U.lN I 11.11. iiOPDNS I AND TilE 

INTERPRETER WR . LlTVlNOV, AT THE 

KREilLlN IN IIOSCO'II - 6 : 30 p . a. TO 

9:30 p.m. 
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PART III 

After Stalin had coepleted his revie• of the milit~ry r... J 

§ situation, he expressed to we his great thanks to t he 

President for the interest he was showing in their fight 

against Hit le r. He stated that he • anted to give the 

President the following pe rsonal message; that he bad 

considered putting the mess•ge in writing but believed 

it would be more desirable to have the message delivered 

to the President by me . 

Stalin said ditler•s sreatest ·uakness •as found in 

the vast nuwbers of oppressed people who hated Hitl er 

and the illlmoral ways of his Government. He beli&ved 

these people and countless other millions in nations 

still unconquered could receive the kind of encourage­

ment and moral st rength they needed to r es i st Bitler 

fr~ only one source, and thet was the United btates. 

He stated that the world influence o! the President and 

the Government or the United States ~as enormous. 

Contrary wise , be believed t hat the morale or the 

Oer man a rmy and the Oerman people , which he thinks is 

alreedy pretty low, would be de=oralized by an announce­

ment that the Uni ted &tatea is going to Join in the 

-.===------
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war against Bi tler . 

StHli n said that be believed it wos inevit•ble 

that ~• should finally caGe to ar i ps ~ith Hitler on 

s~e bat t lefield. n1e might of Germany was so great 

that, even thoush Russia aight defend her self, it •ould 

be very difficult for Britkin and Russia combined to 

crush the German military mach ine. He said that the 

one thing that could defeat Hitler, and perhaps •ithout 

ever firin& a shot, would be the announce11ent that the 

United States was going to war ~ith Germany. 

Stalin said that be believed, however , that the war 

would be bitter and perhaps long; that it we did get in 

the war he believed the American people would insist on 

their ar~ies coming to grips with Geraan soldiers; and 

he wanted me to tell the President that he would V!elcOICe 

the Ameri can troops on any part of the Russian front 

under the complete coa=and of the American Army. 

I told Stalin that my miss ion related entirely to 

matters or supply and that the matter of our Joining 1n 

the war .,.ould be decided largely by Hitler himself and 

his enoroachllent upon our fundamental interests. I told 

him that I doubted that our Governcent, in event or • ar 

would ~ant an Amer ican army in Russia but tha t I would 

give his message to the President . 

He repeatedly said that the President and tbe 

United States had more influence with the common people 

of the •orld today th&n any other force . 
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Pl~!ly , he asked me to tel! the Pr•s1dent that, 

' hile he was confident that the Rua.1an urmy could 

withstand the Cersan ar my , the problem or supply by 

next sprin& .. ould be a serious one ond ths t he needed 

our hel p. 
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TH~ WHIT~ HOUSr: 

WA!IHINGTON 

September 11, 194~ 

Uy dear ~r. President : 

I am enclosing t wo copies of the r eport of 
my first conference with St a lin, at which 
Ambassador Steinhardt was present, and a copy for 
Secreta ry Hull with a suggested transmittal letter. 

I am a lso enclosing two copies of the report 
of my conference wit!:! !lolotov, with a copy for 
Secretary Bull with a suggested transmittal letter. 

Very sincerely yours, 

~ . 

HARRY L. HOPK~ 
Enclosures. 

The l:'resid ent 
'lhe White Bouse . 
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CO!IFMUCI AT TI!B !UWILIN ON JOL~ .)0, 19.41 
6t30 TO 8t30 P. M. 

BETWEEN HARR~ L. BOPKINS AND MR . STALIN 

ALSO PRESENT WERE AllllASSADOR STEINHARDT 
AND 11R. RElJIIWUl'l', AIIEI\lCAN lJITERPR~TER 

I told Mr. Stal1n tbat I caae •• personal repre­

aentati•e or the President. The President considered 

BJ.tler the en ell)' ot IIIAllldnd and that he therefore wished 

to aid the Soviet Union 1n its tight against Germany. 

I told him tbat 1111 :a1ss1on was not a di plomatic one 

in the seru;e tbat I did not propose eny formal under-

standing ot any kind or character. 

I expressed to hia the President'• belief that the 

liOSt important thing to be done 1n the world today was 

to defeat Bitler and Bitlerism. I impresaed upon hJ.ID 

the determi.na tion ot the President and our Government 

to extend all possible aid t o the Soviet Union at the 

earliest posaible time. 

I told Mr. Stal1n that I bad certa1n personal mes­

sages frcm the Preaident and expla1ned 1111 relationship 

to the Adainistr a tion in Wash1ngton. I told him further 

that I Just lett Mr. Churchill 1n London who wished ae to 

convey to him the sentiments which I had already ex­

pressed !rem the President. 

Mr. Stslin said he welcomed me to the Soviet UnionJ 

tbat h.e had already been intor•ed ot 8¥ Y111t. 

Describing Bitler and Oer .. ny, Mr. Stalin spoke 

o.t the neceuity ot there being a 11i.ni8u8 11oral standard 

between al l nation• and without such a minimum moral 
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standard nations could not co-u i st. He stated thu 

the present leaders of GeraaDf knew no such ainia~ 

moral atandard a.nd that, therefore, they represented 

an ant1-soc1aJ force in t~e present world . The 

Geraana were a people, he taid , who without a tecond 1 t 

thought ..-ould dgn a treaty today, break 1t to=orrow 

and sign a aecond one the following day . Nations must 

fulfill their treaty obl1&ati ons , be said , or inter­

national society could not exist. 

When he completed b1s aeneral su.mary ot the so~iet 

Union•s attitude toward Germany he said •therefore our 

Yiews coincide•. 

1 told Mr. Stalin that the question of aid to 

the So.,iet Union wa s divided into two parts. First , 

what would Russ ia molt require that the United Stat., 

could deliver immediately and , second, what would be 

Russia's requireaents on the basis of a long war? 

Stalin listed in the first category the immediete 

need or, first, anti-aircraft cuns of mediua calibre, 

of !ra. 20 to 37 mm., together with ammunition. Be 

stated • that he needed such oaediua calibre suns because 

of the rapidity of their !ira and their zobility. Be 

stated that all together he needed approximately 

20,000 pieces or anti-aircraft artillery, large and 

tmall. Be believed that if he could acquire such a 

quantity 1t •ould aaed1ate1;y releau nearlY 2, 000 

pursuit ships which ar e t oday required for the pro­

tection of a1litary obJectiYea behind the Soviet linea 

aDd tuch planu, 1l released, could ba used u attaek:inc 
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torcea aca1nat the en•~· 

Second, he asked tor larce si&e machine guns tor 

the defense ot his ci tiea. 

Third, he said he heard there were aeny ritlea 

available in the United &tates and he believed their 

calibre correaponded to the calibre used 1n bia Ara¥. 

He stated that haneeded one =illion or more such 

rifles. I asked Mr. Stalin 1t he needed Ulllunition !or 

these rif les and be replied tbat i! the calibre was the 

sue as the one used by the Red Army •we bave plenty•. 

In the aecond category, namely, the supplies needed 

!or a long ranee war, he mentioned first high octane 

aviation gasoline, second, aluminua !or the construction 

ot airplanes and , third , the other items already men­

tioned in the list presented to our Govern=ent in 

Washington. 

At this point in the conversation Mr. Stalin 

suddenly made the r emark, " Give us anti-aircraft guns 

and the aluainua and we can tight tor three or tour 

years". 

I ret erred to the 200 Curtiss P-40 ' s which ere 

bei ng delivered to the Soviet Onion and, in reply to 

a question !rom Mr. btulin, I confirmed the tact that 

1.40 were being delivered by way or !naland and 60 troa 

the United States . 

ln connection with the delivery or these planes 

I referred to Lt . Alison's presence in Moscow and 

said he was an outstanding expert 1n the operation or 

t his type or ?lane. I asked 1t he would care to have 
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Lt. Alison stationed in Archangel in an advi~ory 

capacity, to which Mr. Stalin replied affirmatively. 

Mr. Stali n stated that he would be glad 1f we 

would send any technicians that we could to the Soviet 

Union to help train his own airmen in the use or these 

planes. He stated that his own airmen would show ~ 

everything about the Russian equipment , which he 

stated we would rind very interesting. 

He described at some length, but not in great 

detai l as he did in the confer ence the next day, the 

planes ~ich he had avai lable. Yr. Stalin said the 

plane be needed particularly was the short-range bomber, 

capable of opera ting in a rad i us of 600 to 1100 kilo­

metres, or with a total r ange of 1200 to 2200 kilometres. 

I asked ){r . Stalin what he t hought was the best 

route to ship supplies from the United St ates to the 
' Soviet Union. Mr. Stalin stated t hat the Persian Gulf-

I ranian route was not good because of the limited 

capacity of the Ir..nian r ailways and highways. He 

stated •Furthermore we do not yet know the view of the 

I ranian Government on this subJect•. 

Yr. Stalin stated that t he Vladivostok route was 

not a favorable one. I emphasized the danger or its 

being cut ott by the Japanese and ){r, Stalin in turn 

emphasized the great distance tram the scene of bat tle. 

Yr. Stalin believed that the Archangel route was 

probably the most practicable. Both Mr . Stalin and 

){r. Molotov stated that the Archangel harbor could be 

kept open in the winter by the aid of ice breakers. 
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Mr. ~tal1n pointed out that tba o~ly t•o absolutely 

ice free ports in t he north were Murmansk and 

l':aldalaksba. 

1 told Mr. Stalin that my stay in Moscow mus t be 

brief. I wished to accomplish a s much u pos sible 1n 

the short tiaa which 1 had at my disposal . I asked 

Mr. Stalin whether he wished to carry on the conver­

sations personally or would prefer that I would discuss 

some or the details with othe r representa tives of the 

Soviet Government. I sa id that, of course, I would 

prefer to confer directly with bia but I reali~ed he 

bad a great many responsibilities at the moment. I 

told him that I had some personal aeasaces from the 

President which I wanted to deliver at an appropria t e 

time. 

Mr . Stalin replied , "You are our gues t; you havo 

but to command." He told me he would be at my disposal 

every day f rom six to seven . It was then acreed that 

I confer with representatives or the Red Army at ten 

o'clock that nicht. 

I reitera t ed to Mr. Stal in t he appreciation of 

the people or the Uni ted States of t he splendid re­

oistance of the &oviet Army and of the President 1 s 

deter~ination to do everything to aasiat the Soviet 

Uni on 1n its val iant struggle against the German 

invader. 

Mr. Stalin replied with an expression or crati­

tude of the ::Ooviet Government. 

I told Mr. btalin that I expected to interview 
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the representatives or the Anslo-American preaa 

following ~ aeatins and asked whether Mr. St alin had 

a~ wishes in connection with what I should 1ay or 

whether be would prefer that no interview be held et 

all . 1 told him that under &n7 c ircumstances the 

correapondenta• stories would be subJect to tbe control 

or bis censorship. 

To this Kr. Stalin replied that anything I mtsht 

have to say would require no censorship by hia 

Ooverncent. 

1 expressed to Kr. Molotov ~ desire to call upon 

him and it was arranged that I should see Mr. Molotov 

a t three the next day . 



s;ate O~pt cO~/ pub11•h~d 1r. 

For~!fn R~• ·1~ a of ~t· Ur.t -•• S~•:•• 
J"9U1., V01. IV , '! F.t rt'r EJ:at _ ___ _ 
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PRESt:IT: WR . ·:oLOrOV , F'ORilG~I COJ...ISSAR O. S . S . R. 
I.iil!ASSADOR "lEI!fd~iUlT 
HARRY L. nOPK I :IS 

~r . ~olotov ststed thut •nilo the bovi et -Jop&nese 

rela tions presumably had been fixed by , f i rst, the 

convers ktions ~1th ~tsuokh knd , stcondlJ, the neutra­

lity pact signed bet•een t he t wo countries, nevertheless , 

the attitude ot tne new Japanese Gover~ent to~ard the 

Soviet Onion is uncertain and , sL~ca the ~oviet Govern­

ment is by no oeans clear as ~ the policy which the 

J•panese Govern;ent intends to puraue , it is ~atching 

t he ait~ation with the utooa t care. 

Ho sta ted that t he ono tntna he t ho~ht wo~d keep 

JApan !roo making an aggraaalve move would be for the 

President to f i nd some appropriate moan! of giving 

Japan what Mr . Uolotov described as a "vjarnlng" . 

?.bile .!r. llolotov di d not uGt the exact .. ords; it 

wao ••rtoctly c lear that the iopli eation or nis st•te­

ment •~s that the •arning ~ould include a statecent 

tbat the United &tates wo~d eoae to the assistance or 

the Soviet Un.ion in the evant ot 1ta beitli attocked by 

J apan . 

•r. Aolo tov did not express &n7 ~ediate cooeern 

thnt Japan was goin~ to at t~ek Rusa1~ and on Russ ia 's 

part Wr. ~olotov sta ted repea t edly thKt Russi a did not 

wish any diffic~ties with Ja pan. 

He left me with the illlpreHion, houver, t hat it 

was 3 matter of very cons14erable concorn to him and 

t ha t he felt the Japanese 'ttould not hos1ti.tc to strik& 
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if a propitious ti~e occurr ed. Ha nce his s rcat 1nter•st 

in the attitude ot the United ~t,tea to•ards Japon. 

I told kr. •olotov thot the Gover~ent of the United 

St~tes was disturbed at the eneroach3tnta ~hlch Japan 

wos sa~in& 1~ the Far East and I cas sure the Acertcan 

peopl~ 'ould not look witb any f avor on Japan gaining 

a fur ther hold in .>iberia; that our long peri od or 
friendly relations bet ween Russia and the United bt • tes , 

·With our tr.o countries onl y fif ty ailes apart, should 

be sooe 1nd1cat1on of our interest i n stoing stob1l1ty 

in the Far Last, including Si beria. 

I told him that our Ooverncent ••• watching devel­

opments in the Far Eastern situation with are&t care and 

looked dth <Dis&ivines and concern at the threateni ng 

attitude or Japnn, both t o t he South and tc t he North . 

I told hi~, however , that our attitude to~a rds Japan 

was a reasonable one and that •e had no desire to be 

provocative 1n our relations ~1th Japan. 

I told hi<D 1 .-ould ;;1v• the ?ruident h is mesnge 

re~arding his, ~olotov•s , nnxlety about Siberia L~ 

hi s d~sire to n•v• the President 1no1e4te to Japan 

t hat fur ther enc roochments ~ould not be tolerated . 

I asked Ur . Wol otov v.hat their rolu t1onships Ylith 

Ch1na ~ere in tht Heht of new devalopmants ond •.hether 

or not they could continue renderL~a tne substantial 

..ater1al assisto.nce t hey hao been s 1v1.'1ll to Chiang . 

Kai- shek or • nether the &ov1et Union '• requireoents 

1n i ts o"n war t~ith l..teru.n:; t;ould preclude their con· 

t1nuing to supply China . 

• 
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llr . ~·olotov replied thH, ct couno, the Sovi •t 

Union • ~ re~~ireaen~s ror tar Obt&r1• 1 mu$t or nece~t1ty 

(.dverr.ely kffect del!vt!r)• to Chin..; tm.t. \'hlle t ney <lo 

not Y:ihh to ou~ thee orr e ntirely una '<ould cont1noe to 

c1ve everytl· l~t they coul~ , the necessities or their 

o,..-n situation required t hea;. to o1vtrt. the Cninese 

surplies to their o.n bo.ttlt' line . llolotov ·~pressed 

the hope th~t the Unit~ ~t~tes ~oul~ inere~ie its o~n 

deliveries to :ske goo4 the def iciency cau=ed by 

Cieracny' s u~taek on the t.oviet Union . 

I told i!r . ~·olotov th~ t the l.meriem peoplP •ere 

~pressed by the &allant ~efense o! t he Soviet Aroy and 

assured h im of t he desir e of t he PresiC.ent to r ender 

every ?QSS!ble a i d In the ter=• of ~ter1als to the 

So,..tet Union as spe~il)' as possible . 

Ur. ~olotov asked mo to c onvey the ~ovl~t vovern­

Qtnt '$ thanks to the lresident for sendin' his perso~l 

representative on this ~iss1on to ~o~cGw. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WMHINGTON 

September 18 , 1941. 

t!EUORANWk FOR 

RON. HARRY L. HOPKI NS 

Wi l l you answer t his 

and tell him about the B- 25s? 

F. D. R • 

u 
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This tclq;rc:~ :"lUSt be 
closely pr.rnphrr scd be­
fore beinG c~~unicotcd 
to c.nyonc , ( SC ) 

Sccrctc.ry of St~tc , 

Vlo.shinGton , 

London 

Doted Scptcobcr 18, 1941 

Ri:c 1d 11: 45 c. . M. 

E EG r-.: E ") 
UN CL, .t...- •• • • .C..J 

4354 , Scptc~bcr 10, 2 p .o . 

PERZO!IhL /JID $'i'!UP'i'P ' CQ'IPl~JI'il • ·,1, ?OR THE 

PRESI~UT . 

Ycstcrdc.y I to.lkcd lfith Ow:lansky . He cOJ:IE 

in with l:io.isky. Ow:lcr.oky hc.d just gotten word 

fror.t 1'/c.s!'lincton tho.t t he Russicn cir contlnccnt . 
here mruld not be given either o. B-24 or o.-B-17 . 

llc tell a r.tE the;; hc.d ~.ol:cd for fi vc large bonbe.rs, 

thc.t thcr hc.d c.arc cd to to.kc four ocdiun bonbers 

but be lie vcd that you 1nrr soinr; to cc t then one 

l a.rc;c boobcr ;,ith o.~touc.tic pilot c.nd he hoped 

with o. sperry sicht , He felt tho.t the o.rrivo.l of 

this r~ing croup of Russio.n o.irocn in one of our 

bes t plo.nc s i n ttoaoo1·t woul d ho.vc o corked psycho-

loGical effect rnd lift confidence there , 

Since he told nt he hod hnc~ hio oonvcroc.tiona 

ni t :1 you p£ rsona.ll7, I . thou&llt I should rq,ort th£ 

oo.ttcr dlrcctl~ to you. HE ntt::IChEd crc ~.t in­

portc.ncc to it , 

V/IIli\JfT 

BB 

. ......_ 



.-
• 

- -
8ept .. ber 181 1941 

M, dear Mr. Secretary• 

It 11 i:Dportant that we know on itonda7 the nuaber 
or airp1nnea b7 types that can be exported rrOA the 
United ~tatea each month beg1nn1Dc October l throuch 
lul7 1, 1942. I want thia rieur• irreapectiwe ot the 
aource ot funae . 

AI a rule ot th\12b 1 particul&rly aa it concern• 
the 4-ens1n• heawr boaberj I augcest ~o percent ot our 
output fro• l~uary 1 to uly 1, meeting t he c~itsent 
until J anuary 1 •hich Ooneral ~arsha11 and General 
Arnold worked out with the British at ay conference 
with Churchill. 

the plane1 which the British promised the Ruasiane 
on a aontbly basil will be tiihter planes, probably 
Hurricane e. 

Yery sincerely yours, 

!be Honorable 
Tbe oecretary or War. 

HLB/lmb 

-'· 

• ·-
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FROM: HARR I UAI 

TO: HOPKINS 

SUPPLEMENTING TODAYS CABLE TO THE PRESIDENT: 

THE 2~~ PLANES PER. UONTH THE BRITISH HAVE PROYISED RUSSIA IILL 

BE FIGHTERS, PROBABLY HURRICANES. IE RECOYYEKD, IF THE PRESIDENT 

APPROVES OUR SUPPLYING 2~¢ AIRPLANES PER YOIITH THROUCH JUNE AS . 

I 
I 

.l 
"! 

IELL. AFTER CONSUlTING, BUT WITHOUT SPECIFIC APPROVAL OF BRITISH, 

CENERAL CHANEY SUGGESTS FOLLOWINC:I FOUR ENOINE HEAVY BOUBERS 

AYERACE THREE A UONTH. YODEL 8•25, UEDIUU BOYBERS 5 PER UONTH. 

MODEL A-2~A, B AND C LIGHT BOUBERS ~2 PER UONTH. YODEL P41E 

PURSUIT ~~ PER UONTH. IE IILL PROPOSE TOTAL Of 2~~ OBSERVATION 

MODEL p-52 LIEU OF LICIIT BOUBERS OR PURSUIT IF llE FIND RUSSIANS 

CAN USE THEW EFFECTIVELY PLEASE ADVISE WHETHER ABOVE SAT I SF ACT­

ORY AS IE UUST BE EXACT AND DETAILED IN OUR PROUISES TO THE 

RUSSIANS SO AS TO AVOID THEIR CLAIUIHG AT LATER DATE UORE MODERN 

TY!eS SUCH AS AIR-cOBRA ETC., IHICH UAY NOT BE AVAILABLE. BE 

ALSO FEEL THAT MUWBER OF TYPES SHOULD BE LIWITED AS F.R AS 

PRACTICABLE.IURI THE FOREGOING RECOIUIENDATION INCLUDES SPARES 

EDUCATIONAL PERSONNEL, IN THE FIELtl OF ASSEUBLY, OPERATION AND 

MAINTENANCE, ALSO AUUUNITI ON, GARUENTS, AtiD OTHER SPECIAL EQUIP· 

MENT ESSENTIAL TO COWBAT OPERATIOI OF THE AIRPLANES LI STED • 

.•. 
Ep r"~ · I'='~ · 

- - J·.J 

, r 
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This tc lcsr~ must be 
closely pnraphrrstd be­
f ore being co~unicatcd 
to anyone , (SC) 

Secretary of State, 

1"/ashin()ton. 

TRIPI£ PRIORITY, 

London 

Dated September 17 , 1941 

Rcc 1d 6 :45 a .rn . 

4321, September 17 , 11 a . m • 
• 

UOST UP.GEI!T /ll!D iEeR;: i' !'OR T!O::>KD~S FRO!J HJJlRll:J..lf . 

~c have been occting nith the Drit~sh since 

arrival r;onday aftcrnoo:1 , l argely rtorkinG t hrough 

five subc~nmittccs . Gre atest obsta:le so far is 

tanks due to disappointmen t on the par,t of the 

British because the number of t~cs available for 

c.xport on account of thl: lO>I production figures 

usc d b;r Embick is so r.ruch Sl:lalle r than nhat they had 

been led to believe from earlier irJoroation . Gcn-

cral ~. c sson tells us that 1000 a month to be reached 

in April is not feasible on account of insufficient 

zuns nnd =unition . 

DiSC\tssion to.."'l.lc::: is becoming acriMonious 

particularly because , as ;rou rtc 11 Jr.ncrt , the !3ri tis.'l 

had definitely counted en the large number prior to 

January 1 as prooiscd at cruise meeting . 

It T/Ould 

- -·-----

I 
..__ & 

-- "' 
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-2- No . 4321, SEptEmbEr 17, 1941, 11 a .m. , from 

London . 

It would bE most hElpful if you could now 

giVE rnc thE definite :'icurc s on tanks by months 

end typEs Vlhich Vlill b E made availablE for EXport 

t .hrough June • 

WillA! IT . 

'{I\1C 
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81Pr!KBift 18, 1941 

PRODUCTIOI SCJW:UL!S OF TAliS II TUIS COUJTR~ WILL 

JOT Bl BE.LOYI SC!I!WLES. IN PAC'!' 001190 E'fEJIYTBIHO tiE CAl 

TO ISCR&AS! THEW AEOVB 6CUILULES. WILL ACVIGI YOU ~OifDAl 

OR TUESDAY OF TOTAL NUMBER 01" TAIUCS BY Dts!G~I AIID liOHTH 

THAT CAN Bl EXPOP.T&C FRO~ TaiS COUJT~ IRRESPECTIVE OP 

SOOP.C! OF FONtS. 

~PORTAJT !44T YOUR ~ISbiJJ l~ . COOP!RATIOI l iTH 

OTSErt6 J OliTLl DITKa&IMI 01 DISTRIBOTIOI or OUR ZXPORTABLI 

AI..L TIUT I HAVE SAID AEOUT TAN!:S .4PPL!Z:S E~UALLI 

TO AIRPLI.IlSS. lfO DECIGIO!I IUS B!Ell IW>I BY TillS OOVERif.llUT 

RKLATIV! TO LI 6TRLBUTIOJ OF BIG BO~RS AlTER JANUARY FIRST. 

1ilLL ALVIS! YOU .AT Ul EA RLY LATE REL.ll'l\'E TO r.niBf.R or 

FOUR ENOIKI ~ERS T!IAT CAll Bl EXPORTED FROM J~NUARY l"lRST 

TO JULY PIRST 1942. 

ALTOG~~B£8 PROPER THAT YOU SUOULD DISCUSS ~!Ttl STALII 

VICTORY PROGRAX. 

00 !lOT fiSH 100 TO DELAY YOUR TI.I(J· or DEPARTURI. 

liFORIIATIOif SHOULD IUUCH YOt1 BY Tli.E Tid IOU ARI 11 

AORIE •ITH YOU THAT OFfERS TO ROS~IA BY !MOLAifO 

AID UIITID 6'1'ATJUI t>aOUl.D Bl 6?1CI1IC. 
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ASSUU YOU U AI TJUT U Sr:JI) TOP RAILROAD ll.d 

'1'0 IRJ.I AID WILL .ARRJ.lfGI THIS J. T ONCJ, 

OOOD LIJCX, WILL ltUP YOU CLOSELY ADVISIW, 

• 

l_ 

, I 
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FROM: . HARR IMAN 

TO: THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

COPY To: HOPK INS • 

DISCUSSIONS ON ALLOCAT IONS TO RUSS IA HAVe BEEN COtlCLUDED. 

THEY HAVE NOT BEEN EASY BECAUSE OF DISAPPO INTMENT OF BR ITISH 

DUE JO: 
. (A) REDUCED PRODUCT ION SCHEDULES BELOW THEIR EXPECTATIONS . 

(BJ THE IR HAV ING COUNTED ON RECEIV ING MUCH OF WHAT WE 

NOW OFFER TO ALLOCATE TO RUSS IA. 

AFTER A DETAILED ANALYS IS AND ARGUEMENT , THE PRIME 

MIN)STER,CONCURRED IN BY BEAVERBROOK MAKES THE FOLLOWING 

SUGGEST IONS: 

{1) THE UN ITE.D STATES TO OFFER RUSS IA TANKS AIID AIRCRAFT 

EQUAL IN NUMBER TO THAT ALREADY PROMISED BY THE BRITISH NAMELY; 

2¢¢ A I RC~AFT AND 25~ TANKS PER MONTH OCTOBER THROUGH JUNE . 

(2) TH IS EQUIPMENT TO BE MADE AVAILABLE FROM LEND-LEASE 

OR UN ITED STATES ARMY PURCHASES AS VOU MAY DETERM INE . 

(3) THAT THE TANK PROQRAM IN THE UN ITED STATES BE SUB-

ST MlT I.LL Y I NCR EASED AS TO MED IUM TANKS AND THAT THE PRODUCT I ON 

OF LIGHT TAN KS BE CONTINUED AT PEAK PRODUCTI ON RATE I'I ITH THE 

HOPE THAT IN ADD IT ION TO PRODUCTION FROM BR ITI SH CONTRACTS THE 

BRITISH Y/ILL RECE IVE MINIMUM OF 1,5~¢ TO 2 , ~¢¢ OF EACH TYPE 

DUR ING THE PERIOD FROU EXPORTABLE SURPQUS. THIS IS A HO PE , NOT 



~/ 
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PA(;E 2. 

A CONDITI ON TO OUR RUSSIAN OFFER. 

(<4J THE ALLOCAT I ON OF 1, 8¢¢ AI RCRAFT TO RUSS IA DUR I NG 
THE IIEXT 9 UONTHS I S AN I NCREASE OF 6~V) AI RPLANES OVER THE 
~PPROXI MATELY 1,2~¢ SUGGESTED BY THE ARMY, THIS ADDITI ONAL 6¢~ 
PLAtiES TO COME FROM THE UN IT ED STATES ARIAY ~LLOCA T1 CNS AIID NOT 
IN FURTHER REDUCT I ON OF BRITISH UNDER LEND-LEASC:. 

( 5) BR ITt SH SHARE ~HJCH D I SAP PO I NTED f/ 1 TH THE I R ALLOCATION 
OF BIG BOMBERS AND AS THEY HAVE BEEN CUT DOVIN TO 51 FROW A~IERICAN . 
PR~DUCT I ON AGA I NST AT LEAST 2~¢ HOPED FOR THEY ARE RELUCTANT TO 
SEE ANY GO TO RUSS IA. WITH THIS VIEW I PERSONALLY AGREE . 0 1~ THE 
OTHER HAND GENERALS EMB I CK , BURtiS AND CHANEY ALL FEEL THE UORALE 
EFFECT OF BI G BOMBERS ON RUSS I ANS I S IMPORTAII AND GENERAL EMB I CK 
PART ICULARLY EMPHASIZES THE VALUE OF DETERANT EFFECT ON JAPAN . 
f WOULD APPREC IATE SPECIF IC I NSTRUCT I ONS ON I'IHETHER TO OFFER ANY 
BI G BOMBERS TO RUSS IA AND IF SO , HOW MANY AND DATE OF AVAILABILITY 

(6) PRI ME MI NISTER HOPES THAT YOU \'/ I LL AUTHOR I ZE ME TO 
TELL STALIN OF THE DISCUSS IONS REGARDHJG THE VICTORY PROGRAM I N 
GENERAL , ·NoT IN DETAIL, AND ALLOvt UE TO IND ICATE TO STALIN THAT 
AFTER JUNE RUSS I ANS VI ILL OBTAIN FROM THE UN ITED STAl ES l !m THE 
BR ITI SH THE I R FAIR SHARE OF EXPORT I.BLE !.I UN IT IONS. 

(7) HE HOPES THAT l'IE YI ILL GI VE ASSISTANCE IN CONNECT I ON 
liTH THE EXPANSI ON OF THE CA PACITY OF THE I RAN I AN RA ILROAD SO 
NECESSARY TO SUPPLY RUSS IA AS WELL AS ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN TROOPS 
IN THIS AREA. HE ASKS THAT WE SEND TOP RA I LROAD liEN TO ADVI SE At/D 
SUPPORT HI S RECOM.I.!EIIDAT I OIIS FOR PROMPT SH I P\IEI~T OF MATERI AL NEED­
ED. THI S MAN I S NEEDED I N AttiT I 011 TO THE ONE ABOUT TO GO TO 

EGYPT. 
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PAGE 3• 

. (8} I.IE~tBERS OF YOUR MISSI ON AND GENERAL EIJB ICK RECOLlMEilD 

ACCEPTANCE OF PR IME MI 'USTER •S SU\;GESTIO~IS EXCEPT AS NOTED 

ABOVE REGARD I NG HEAVY BOMBERS AND REQUEST JriSTRUCT I ONS ON THESE 

POI NTS AND IN ADDIT I ON ON ~IETHODS BY WHICH· PROM I SES TO RUSS IA 

WILL BE F I ANCED . DI SCUSS I ONS REGARD ING VICTORY PROGRAM ARE 

CONT I NU ING. 

WE HOPE TO LEAVE FOR RUSS I A SUNDAY OR AS SOON THEREAFTER . 
AS WE RECEI VE YOlRINSTRUCTI ONS . YIE FEEL IT I S OF THE UTUOST ; 

IMPORTANCE THAT OUR OFFERS TO RUSS IA BE SPECIF IC AND I N DETA I L. 

WE ARE FORWARD I NG RECOMMENDATION IN SEPARATE CABLE AS TO SPEC IFIC 

TYPES OF A I RCRAFT TO MAKE UP THE ABOVE MENTI ONED 2¢·~ A MONTH 1 

ALSO AS TO TAtlKS AND OTHER ARMY 1 N~ VY AND RAI'f" MATERI AL ITEMS 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAaHJNQTON , 

Sept .19 , 11141 . 

!.lr.Forster : 
• Attached telephoned over privets 

wire to Mr.Long at Poughkeepsie and will 

be delivered to The President when l.lr . 

Hassett goes out to the bouse in the 

morning . 

Tel. & Tel. 

mo-

10:15PM. 

, 

r 
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MEMO TO MR FOSTER 

EXECIDTIVE CLERK 

WHITE HOUSE 

THE NAVAL A IDE HAS DIRECTED THAT THE ENCLOSED BE TELEPHOtl ED 
TO THE PRESIDENT . 

_ RE£1P ~-FULL. Y • 

I ---~ · [~J~,(_ RL" . CO E ID 
• 

LIEUT, U. S. NAVY 

COt I NO ROO/.' 21.~¢/1.9SEPT . , 1.941 

-- -

·r 
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FOR THE PRl:SIDEIIT ?ROM HARRil.IAN . (COPY TO HOPKINS} . 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS CO.•TA1NlW I N YOUR S'rATt DEPARTt.!El~T 

CABLE '!'HIRTY !'liN~ ZERO FOUR VIILL LEAVE ON DATE lol~l'l'IONFD IN MY 

ALUSNA EIGHTEEN FOURTLEN THIRTY EIGHT . I ASSUME THAT YOU APPROVE OUR 

OFFERING RUSSIA T\'.0 HUllDRED AIRCRAFT PER MONTH AND AVhllAGl! OF TV,O 

HUNDRED .FIFTY TANKS PER MONTH DURING NEXT NINE MONTHS OCTO~l!:R THROUGH 

JUNE. THE SCHEDULE OF I!.ONTHLY TANK DELIVERUS CAN BE I>ORKED OUT FROM 

THE FIGURES OF EXPORT_.l.BLE SURPLUS GIVEN ME BY '!"tiE ARt.IY AND VIITR THE 

CONCURRENCE OF THE BRITISH. THIS IS NOT TRUE OF THE AIRCRAFT !!0\'.EVl.R. 

MY CABLE II\CLUDFD RECOM:.trNDATION MADE I'.T URC»>T REI_UEST OF BRITISH 

THAT TWELVE HUNDRED CO!.!E FROid FIGURES GIVEN AS EXPORTABLE SURPLUS AND 

SIX H!JNDRED FROM ARMY ALLOCATIONS IN WHICH RECOllMJ'llDATION ALL HERE 

INCLUDING GENERAL N-ffiiCK CONCUR . HOPE WE IIIAY I:IAV!: DJ,'CISION ON THIS 

POII'lT . IN ADDITI ON PM MOST ANXIOUS ~'OR CLARI FICATI ON OF ~i'ETHOD OF 

FINANCE BY OUR ARRIVAL IN MOSCOW. 

192130 . 
··/' l~-19 

.. 
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19 Sept ., 19U 

URG"ENT FOH THE PRESIDENT FROM HARRIMAN . CO?Y 'J:"O HOPKINS . 

PARA ON E. THE BRITISH ARE SHIPPING TO RUSSIA THIS i.!ONTH :fiVE THOU~:>AND 

LONG TONS OF ALUi;liN1J1d AND HAVE PROiAISED TV:O THOUSAND PERi MONTH THERE­

AFTER. TOTAL APPROXIMATELY THIRTY 'fHOUSAND TONS. THIS 'o.ILL 00 Ri:.DUCE 

BRITISH STOCKS THAT THEY WILL UNDOUBTEDLY ASK FOR A SUBSTANTIAL PART 

OF THIS ALLOCATION FROM US BY :END OF NINETEill FOR'I'Y TWO . IN ADDITION 

'J:HEY ARE PROVIDING 5VBS'!'ANTIAL Q.UANTITIES OF O'I·HER )II;SENTIAL MAThlUALS 

SUCH AS TIN LEAD RUBBER JUTE: INDUSTRIAL DIJdO;>lDS I>ODL SHORS AND &CGAR. 

FORTY THOUSAND TO FI FTY THOUSAND TONS OF COPPER ASKZD FOR BUT NONE 

AVAILABLE HERE. 

PP.RA TV;o, LIST 0 ::-o' MATERIALS AS SUBMI TTED BY OPM lU!JA.H:S UNCE.ANGED 

AND l'iJ:: ASSUME AUTHORIZATI ON TO OFFER THIS HELP TO RU&&IA. \',ILL Dib I. 

CUSS AVAILABILITY OF TEXTILES OFFER~.:D BY YOU IN CABLE THI RTY l.INE ZERO 

SI X ON ARRIVAL IN RUSSI A. 

PARA THREE. IT IS BELIEVED Hl!.RE THAT LARGE i.i.UANTITIES OF THESE AND 

OTHER RAW MATERIALS LIKELY TO BE ASKED FOR AT MOSCOW. 
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!lll'LI PIUOIU!! 

!ILIOIWI 

sse:& .:"" 

! 01 lUI, JlAMlii.U 

ADRICAI 1UA6S!1 I.Oitol 

PO~.UO J:il6TIIl.BCTI OI Of TAIIIt6 m: IIOIITB& !Uli BED 

AtPl!OYED 8t TBI PIIUlDEIIT UJ:i 8J IUS IlltTRt1C'liD Ill TO 

6 UD It TO YOU AT OICI, T8J L16t 1.1/CLU.CU ALL TA.Illtli BY 

IIOI TBB AID TYI I8 AYAILABLI FOR EXPORT I RREhPECTl VI Or 
WBETHI R tllft 00 TO BR1TISB OR RU~ SlAJIS, .PURT!IEIUIORB 

I T 18 AI I I CLUSI U LIS! IRRi:5P&CTl'i'l or 60t1RCI or 
ORlOl iUL 111lfLS, IT TH&RUORI I I CLU.c&S Ulll'I'I.O STATIB Al!llY 

ORllBRS, B:UTISB ORlliRS AND LUD W:ASI ORlllR&, TII.J. 

r iOOP.ZS ARB AS FOL~S I 

ll&Dlllll TA!Ilt8 OCTO&II 116 HOYUIBEII 184 ttcDIBEII J04 

J J.IOARl 41, FtBRUARJ 42, IIARCII 4H APRIL , 20 IU.J 810 

JUHI 78, TOTAL )994 • 

Ll08T TANJ:8 OCTOBER 18 ) NOVEiii!SR 180 DECEliB!R 180 

JDUARJ 100 PllBRIIARJ 110 IU.!\Cll )00 APRIL )00 IIAI JOO 

JVD )00 TOTAL 19H. 

tl!llll WILL 81 DlPflC<1LTUB .• lJ tlllt UIILY IIOIIT!IS 'llt8 

) 7 • IJCIUlii 'flOI POll LIGIIT UliXS, " aa POll II!.DI I!II T.OSXS 

AIID 5GIIB POS£IBLI! BHORTAOJI or " aa GOlfS, BOoEViJI YO!! 

SBOIILD !11011 TBAT IT I ll :I'H& PRESlDENT IS 1"TJ::.ft1'101 l'O OIVI 
I~IAT! APPROPRIATE PRIORITI!S TO EV£RX1U1NO R£LATII " 

TO TANU • 

.PURTI!E.RliORI CO:II'ERIKCJ; BEIWO 8JUJ) IIERI IIOWDU > ILL 

I B?.Ll!YI SIJ'BSTAIITIALLY ACC.E.l.ERUI PROO!WI OORIJO Tim 

1011110 IIONTHS AID ORBATLY l'CREAS! 0011 PRZ.~NT P~S FOR 

TAIIl ?RODUCTlON f,OftliiG tll£ lll!X'! UW!TEEll l!OMTH& , 

. ' 

• 
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1f 8800LD II CJDIIWTOOil Tdi:RUO~I Tli.U tBS UOYI LIS! 
11 A 11Ull4JII WdlCB 1 B:lLll'fl C.;l !S FURT!IU UCnASW, 

IKP0~£11LI TO OITI YOU Al RPL• I E J lGCR&S TOilJ.Y BOT 

JZI.l!ml PF.Il?oSAL IUJla l!t I!Rl'U~B l S IW.£011.81.1 . llE'IAll.8 
BOlll'fU IWSf ll! WOIIJC!L Out J.Jil ! 8!.:>1 WILL 1!?. CABI.IIl tO 
XOO TO IOSCOW l lllWlU'I'B.t.t, 

PLZASI .I.CUOWI.ItGI Tal& C.I.BI.I J.lll Ul'&.t.T PIOURU 
TO .U 60111 Tll.til.t Ill tiO .!lS'Ultl, 

IT WOCL.O SEEM tO 1111 Tl!J.T 11 Tlll LIOBT OF THI J.BO'B 
T.l.lll J l OUR&S Ti!AT liOi\1 TlUJ 2,0 A IIOJTII SSOOLD 81 IW)J 

AUl!..IBI.I: t O RCSSU, IIUI!:fl PUBLIC OtlniOI Wmll: TO J. lD 
l OSSU lliPROVIIIO SOT IliP066lBI.I FOR tlll PIU!Slll£17 TO 

OIY.B 100 ~UlllTI lJSTRUCTlOJS 1.6 TO tati!Oil OF PU.UICIMO 
ALTIIOCOH 'Ill!ft.l 16 10 IJOUBT 1M SIS lllH!; Ti!J.f IT CAll ll.B 

1IILl.Y 11011.1!1) OUT .Uill II Wll.L lt!&1 YOO AllVlbED, J OWU 

IU.S 4.1..'\I..I.DY PROlUS.Bil TO J.llVAICI 0!1 IMltl\llll IULL101 

.DOL!..IRS FOR PURCII.I.SB OF All lUUftl.l.l.ii PROII RUUCU All) 

TB16 IJUWIOElWIT liJ.6 BJ:£1 AOIIID tO BY ROS;,U, 

YOOa 4)71 PAAlORLPil (D) 10 CO~lfBEJT CJ.I Bl MADI 

AT THIS TlliB RBI.ATIVZ TO TRANSFER OF LEID LEAS& li.I.TERI.I.l. 
It BRITISH tO ROSSU. Tl!J.T POLICY 16 t>&P!IDEIT 01 

PlW.I.I. OUTCO~ or ~TBOCS OF PlH.XClWO ALL RU3~1AI 

FURCIIAS!S II TBI OH!T.Bil 6IJ.TZS. 

'f'dlS WILL .U.SO J.CIIllOJl.IDOl YOUR CAB£& AeooT 

.&LOIIlllliUB, All 'I'EIITATIV& FlOUR&S Ml TO JJIOIJIIT8 or 
Al.UBIIIUB TO BE ftlqUli\!D U RUSSU llHOUL.O BE CJ.I!I.£0 FROJ 
IIOSCOJ, TB1 LIST OF lUT!:RlAL Y.IJICJI PRESIDEIIT HJ.B 

.lfPROYED B EFOR& '1(00 LEn Jll.L 8t DE.I.lUII£D. JILL SE!ID 
t OO IIOSCOJ IIOILAY COMFIRKI.O TEI.EGRJ.B GIVIIO PR!Cl6K 

DATES or D&Llvtftl OF Atl. TdO&I MATERIJ.LS. 
WILL ALSO C.I.Bt.B '1(00 liOWDAY PRICISI liP'ORliAIIOI 

UUTl'n TO •nus• .UD G.I.AliD Rlrl.U. 

BOPI118 

, 
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Mr. Harriman 

f¥t . 

9 October 1941~ 

~ President or the United States and 

Mr; Hopkins • 

.. Beavorbrook and I sgreed w1 tJt Stalin to tum ish 

him 400 airplanes per month tor period October to June both in­

clusive, the British to turnish 200 fighters per month and the 

Vast .. States to make available 100 fighters and 100 bombers per 

It is essential that shipments in these aments be 

initiated at onoe; To carryout our part or this agreement BritieJl 

have agreed with us to divert trom •heir share in both Lease-lend 

contracts and their own contracts, during the tirst part or this 

period up to )00 A 20's provided the borrowed planes can be returned 

t o the Britieh 1n like amounts trom our later productions as SOQJl 

as possible, end provided the number borrowed rrom thee is kept to 

absolute minimum necessary to insure our tultill1ng our agreements; 

Attar examining characteristics or the 0 trajector 52 

the SoTiets definl tely concluded they oan not use this t:ype and do 

not desire it to be shipped to them; They are very doubtful or be­

~ ab•e to use the ~ trajeotor 29 due to its .inadequate speed, de-

"' tensive ar ament and armor. All their operations are in race or 

tighter opposition even over Black Sea. Their urgent request was 

tor bombers with a r adius or aotlon ot about 375 miles with bomb load 



.. 

or one ton, with good speed I!Ild defensive armaments I!Ild armor et 

the rate or )00 per month; 

A8 this was impossible they desire the A trsjector 20 

and what we can give or the B trajector 25' s; I am oonvinced that 

bombers turniehed must have adequate defensive armament and armor 

to be or use to Soviets I!Ild that their operating personnel ere 

tully capable or rlying and maintaining our beet and latest equip­

ment: Based on above I urgently recommended that the u.s.s. R: be 

allotted 900 F trajectors 40 trajector E, 828 A trajector 20 and 

72 B 25 ' s in the amounts or 100 bombers and 100 righters per month 

beginning with October: 

In addition to the 141 Tomahawks I!Ild 2 R.A.F. squad.roe 

to~a111ng 40 Hurricanes now operating on Russiiiil front the British 

have shipped f r om England 100 Hurri canes in September and will 

ship )00 1n Octo~er, all to arrive 1n Archangel before first week 

1n November; Russ i8IIS wish our aircraft shipped to Archangel ae well 

tor the present;"· 

., 

,. 
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lll IUH IWllO 

-IMlCRH 

TOa AMERlCAI !~BASSI 

l.OJOOI 

FOR aARRlMAI FROM HOPiliB 

OCTOB!ft 1), 19~1 

TB.I PUSreiiT TODAY SliT 'IIli POLLOtiiG dSSAGZ to 

ST.ll.ll. 

WI ARI BHIPPlJG OCTOB&i 94 LIGHT TAliS AID 72 

a&EDlUil ) 2- TOI TJ.IatS ll'lTH SPARI PART I> !tiD ~UlHTIOI. 

KOST OF TR!(,I WILl. LCAVI Tal DHl'rED STATES BY 

OCTOBER 15. 

•• ARI SKlPPliO 100 DOl BZRS AID 100 OF OUn WEJXOT 

FIGHTER PLAIES ~ITK SPARE ?ARTS ANO ~UNITIOJ. TaEbl 

WIJ.l. BE PLACID OJ SIUPS LUEU NU TliE IEXT TEl DAYS, 

ll ARI bliiPPIJG 5500 TRUC!b OURIJG OCTOBIR AID 

LARQJ .. OOIITS OF BARBED URE, AU. OTHEll II.ILl'!ARX 

SUPPLIES n; PRO&lf.ED FOR vCTOB!R ARE BEIJG SUFTLY 

.ASv!liBI.KO TO Bi Pl.ACID Obi t.lllPS, 

TKRIB SBI!& LIFT Tal UNITID STATIC Y!STERDAI POR 

BOccl.&J PORTS. iV£RI IPFORT BEllO ~Di TO RUSH OTHeR 

BOPPLl!S. 

801'Kll8 

l 

u ""' 



VU IAfl RADIO 

TOt AHJUCAI QI+Sit 

•oscow 

OCTOBU 13, 1941 

10ft it.ll.D FROM TU P11.181Dift 

WI ARI SlilPPliO J CTO!IA 94 LIOBT TA~S 1.10. 72 

KIDIDI )2-TOI tAIIB WlTH SPARK ~ARTS AID AK»VIlTIOI. 

MOI!IT OJ THIS! \llJ.. LIUVE TH! tJlUTID ST.ATIS BY 

OC'lOBU 15. 

U ARI SlilPPliQ 100 BOOERB .AID 100 OF OOR lmiU! 

PlOHTBR PLAI!S WITH bPARI PARTS AMD AMMUNlTlOI. THIS& 

1'llJ.. Bi ?UC!D 01 61iiP8 DURl.IIG 'l'J:ll lilT tEl DAIS. 

-~ ARI SBIPPIIQ 5500 TROCK6 DURING OCTOB!R AID 

URG& AMOUJITS OF BAJUW> \lla&. IJJ. v TUR IIU~lTARl 

SUPPLIU 0 PROKlSI.C toR OCTOBER ARI BUJIO 5\IPTLI 

.ABSJMI!.&I) TO B1 PLACID 01 SHIPI. 

Ta&ll IHIPS L&r! Tl! UllT&D iTATIS Y&BTBRDAI FOR 

I UEiClAI POliTI. lflllJ lriOIT BEllO lt.ADI TO RUSH OTRIIl 

IOPILlU. 
F 

Uf\ 



vu un RJ.DIO 

-iiCRif 

T0 1 !MERI C.AI DIASSY 

.IIOSC011 

OCTOBU 1)1 1941 

lOR I>TALll rROM TU PRI81DIII'f 

WI ARI SBlPPliO JCTOBll 94 LlOHf TAliS AID 72 

M!Dlal ) 2-1'01 f AllS •ITH SPAR~ ?ARTS AID AIAOilTIOI, 

MOST 01 TillS! ULL LEAVE Tfa U!UTID STATES BI 

OCTOBER lS, 

n Aft& SHIPPIJIO 100 BOMBERS AID 100 OF OUR HOISt 

PlOHTBR PI.AJWI UTl:l b?AU P.A rl'l'S AJID A.IIKUHl'i'lOI. TH&S.I 

l'lLL 81 PLAaD 01 til:ll?S LURI.IIO 'rl:li ICKXT TEJI DAYS. 

~.1 ARI 8BlPP110 SSOO TRUCIS LURING OCTOB!R AID 

UROI .AMOO'NTS OF BAIU!.ID ~I!'.Z, ALL llTRXR ill!.. l TARY 

St1PPLIE8 Q PRo.il8.3L lOR ,;CTOB!!II A!Ut B.ElNO 6\lnLY 

AB8!iKBLED TO BB ? lJ.C!D 01 SiUP8. 

TRl&l SHIPS L.llT TIE CKlTID STAT&S YESTERDAY POl 

IUSCUI POR'rl, Jnlll U'P'ORT IEIIO JUDI TO RC6K OTHU 

SOPfLlU. 

R008IYBLT 

\ 
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. stcctA. t>•pt. <.<'f'1 of- r~r~y<~s .. o( ~~ 
P\,...,11rhel' 1n 

ForP 1F n re1t 1!.~£!!~ or_ t he Unite" ' t,:tu 

1941 , Vol. I, Gpn .. ,., 1 , Th• 'Jov 1 ,-t Un1on 

p 11.r,eS ~5"/- rS~ . 
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oct . sr , 1.941 

TO : lffi . STALil" 

I HAVE S':E'' ':'! !:': PROTOCOL OF 'l'!i:: C'l'"FERE'"C!: "iELD I .. 'CSCCI-i 

A"~O DIS:l'"SS":D T!lE DATA CO''TAI:'l:!l T'L7.!:1"' \HTH T1!!: l :E; 'BE-s CF O .. R 

lHSS:lOl' , 

1 HAVE APPROVED ALL OF Tl!E I::.':I:S OF ~:ILITARY EQ"'IP 'E''T 

A"'J :r":ITio:•s A"D HAVE DIRZCT~D THAT ~RE "'T' "OSC:O EXP:::DIT!O" "E .. S-::D 

1' ':: PROVIDE SO !"AR AS r OSSI"LE ':''!E R.A'I/ .:AT~RIALS . I HA'r;:; cnn:-~-:D 

POS SI~L!' VOLTE . 

I ' ORD::R TO 7Z:OVE AI'Y ?I .. A'lCIAL O?Sl'ACL --; I HA"E ALSC 

LEASE ACT . 

I i.'ROPCSE, S"'""' JC:CT ~C T'r-: A?'"P.OVAL OF ~':E '<:·,-. :·;--· ·-:: 'F 

':''!E CO"CI "SIC OF T~-!C :IAR A':D CC"'Pl.E':.'"": cv:::;: A PSlliC'D OF ~Z" ::::A-"":5 

""'~D , Tl:C: PROC;:::::ns 0!' S"JCH SALP.S TO T"!r: OO'r.:R'' iE'!':' OF T'iE i.J'liTt;O 

7 
I 



. . 

- p -

51' AT .;g '"' 

:: e--rr-: 10": I"' .!OSCOI~ 'liAS :{A DLED B" w ·:; A''D '"Cl!J'. AS~OCIAT"S A 'D 

"'EJ 



I 
PAMPDAN or ta mew MtD OO!OBift 30 ro 

n.•"" 

I MYO --.la ... tM ,.._,.. ot .... ICOMOW Oofttez•H 

u& .a.. ._..._ ot tM lllod• ban 41H~&eM4 .a.. &d&lle 

wt.tll ... AU ot a. 11111tarJ -.u,.., u4 -.tuo .. 

l'-o IMIYo Moe epPftY ... u4 I Mft ......... tala\ ae tar 

ao poodblo tllo 4el1YOI'J ot ra u\eriale h oJpe&lt .... 

Dell•OI"loo U.O-.. UPoe\ ... \o u •• ••e&latoll 

aiMl \o M hltlll ... la tbo larl••• poedblo uoaato. 

Ia aa ott.n \o ollln.ah a117 tta.aelal 41tt1oli1Uol 

,_.,, • ._...,... .... are $0 h _..eo \bat eappllol 

' 

11p So OM llllli.oa 4ollarl la Yalu..,. h ethete&_._. 

tao lAad.•IAaM A.et. It app,.. ... bJ .a.. GonJ'IIa•• ot tbo 

u.a.s.R. I pa.poM tala\ \be 1D4o'-to4Do•• '*• laoworecl 

h •li.Joot So • la ...... , aa4 t.bal \ho J)QIMIIh b7 \be 

OoYOi'ta•• ot tbo v. s . s . R. 4o no\ eou .. oo 1&11\11 tlYo 

, .... after lbo -..• o oonollloloa aa4 M o.ple\e4 n• 
..... , .... pU'l ......... ft .... 

I bopo Uaa\ IPIIlal ottol'to wlll h Ul a1.a 'llr 

JCMU' Oftes •• to ool1 •• tM nallall o ,.. aa\orlal1 

&114 r r aUUoe Vblob tllo lJIIl\ ... Jta\ee .., ..... llJWOII\lJ' 

..... tbo U I ...... tba\ tbo pNIIOh tberoot M 

01'1'1\e& \o \be 80Ylo\ OoYLU-\ 1 1 auaut. 

A\ \!ale eppel't•'\7 I ..,., So tell ,.. ot tbe 

appi"MlaU• 



, 

I 

apprulaU• of ... UUW ...... Ocr9•=•' ter tM 

.... .au ...... "•1 lQ' ,.. _. ,_,. a .. aea. .. o of tM 

..... ~ ooaftiM .. , ..... 111M. JOG &0.,...000 

.,.., n wlU...., _. .. tbe llllU all tbe 1~~pl1•­

UHo tMNOf. I bopo Uaa' 7" wlU N '"'oo'o wltll 

•• &1....u, wltlloll' uoUaUOII lt,.. pn)d oo wlob. 



IIISS TUU.! : 

This .t~legr&al wu sent in the 
President ' a name by Ltr , Hopkins today , 

L. B<l!NE'l 

l 0/31/41 



. . 

"'d• YU IAYY IAidO 

on.Mr )1, 1941 

._.., ... lt&D ,_ 'Ill pnat: PH 

1. I\ wu ..,.... la tiM ~al PN\owl ot tile *•-~ 
Cont-• tllat \lie peu~W\7 et IIOIIIPl:f et a _._. ot 1'- ,.. 

reqv.N\ecl wu to lie !annlp\edo· 

x-t!p\11111 ltlolre Uld 1a addit.ioe t.e Ule 1'- cletiJiitel.T 

et,_... 1a til• Prv\oool Ule t.U OIIiJI& 1t.- - II• _. ....Uab1e 

aa NqlleftM Ull I ban 80 dlno\edo 

I\a ?, ft.U 'lele,hae AppaN\u, 

U• I, ft<tl hleplloae Cable, 

U•10, ........,._ c:.b1e1 

U• U, U_.•-• &1111 Dvel..•-~'-• 

I\a 11, lell .. Jbrua, 

I\a 12, Mee &1111 eUler__,.._ ot oopper, 

It• )1, llot.- loll.ecl Steel, 

I\a ,, Ot~U .. Steel Strip, 

It• , .. , OtU...ll .. ~Mel .... 

I\a )f, ftlf'nte, 

I\a )7, -~~ ••••• 



-

-I-

IW. U, leftM IU., 

It.e. 4,, "-'"lwrr Puhne, 

IW. ~. IUitl- Cl11w1, 

IW. 471 IMirr Ia , .. , 

lha 41, PIIHJihono, 

ltrr 51, o.u.qua, 

n- sa, AbnoiY .. , 

lW. ,9, ClnplllU ... llMtrod .. , 

ltrr 64, IDle LMUier 

2, ftle 1ha8 Ufted ~ een be IIMie aftllable 1a pill'\ or 

require fllr\ber rr\Ml n.q, 

lW. 6, !Neka, 5,600 trrodia\el.T .,,.14 10,000 -.ttl~ Utereafter, 

DUtiwlt.:r will be lblppiac, 

Urr 141 lloke11 the hll. -- ot Uaio 1\rr w1ll be o.ppllM 

Joiln~ by llai\M St.a\eo a.QII Oreat Brit.aia 111 equl a w\o t.r Ule 

neat. ~ree Mat.latJ ,...._.,. _,, \41 be MJM\ \41 lator •aet-.u-. 
1\rr 19, llaptalrr AU.qe. C• w\ M ft!IP''M b.a .~ 11111\M 

Stat.eo at Uao ,..uallli \iaoa, St.q ot ~e pood.AWU .. wUl M 

oont.l.m&M • 

... ~ ~ bJ ~ UllllW Sktw _. Great 11'1Wa u t.ll-1 
I 

Great lrit.ala •W nppl.T ~ Nl KIM\ tor 08Mht', ~ llalt.M 

Lito\ .. lllll ..ppq ~· Nl ···""' .................... II1U nppl.T 

750 toM I ?IQ7 ~. 

1\rr 111 at hl, rt.-lrM ,....__. n.q et pooeiiiWUu et 

Q;J,. 
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I\• ,0•., ..._,,,,,,., 100 teu ~ "*"'•a •••••rt 

l\4a ,., ll.eftr:Le ,.....,.,.,, UO pL•n• .. ftalteq, 1'1111111• 

l\4a 56, Yar1R8 ~ lqld,...., .._., u81at.- ,....U~• 

will • 11-. au.r..u.. or ,.n1n1ar -r•uu.u Mine *J ·.-

.,.. 1p n1t1ect11 •• 

... a1NM:r ., ............ . 

l'- 6'11 Anlr Cl.ftll, -NUII1M aftllable ..... I' •peo _,..ttl-
' 

'• fWUl• --PIII'Lt-'ld.iiA•-• will M _.. ~ • ••'17 ... 

.... u 
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PARAPHHAS£ or TK£ f F.XT OY A tLTTCR ADDRi:l'lSIJ) 
8 lC Mk. J O:l£7 ZTALlH UUDW\ DATE: or 10\'tMB£1\ 4, 
le41 TO TH~ 1KtSlU~~T. 

Tbe Aaerloan Aabaeea4or, Mr. Stelftbar4,, tArourb 

llr. YJeblnau, prnenh4 to •• oa l&o'flaber 2, 1e41 all 

a14e aeaolre oontalalna the oontente of J oar •••••••• 

'be exaot ••zt of vblcb I h&Ye not 7et reoe1Ye4. 

Flr1t of all I would llke •o ezpreee ., alnoere 

tb&nk• t or r our appreolatl•e reaarte rerar4lnr the ez~ 

pe41Uoue aaaner 1D vb1otl the oontePenoe vae handled. 

lour aeeurancee t hat tbe deolelone ot the oonterenoe 

vlll be oar Pled out to the 11alt le deeplJ appreo1ate4 

b7 the SoYlet Oo•ernaaat. 

lour deo111oa, MP. Pre1ldeat, to rrant to the So•l•t 

Oalon a loan ln \be asount of one blllloa dollare 1ubjeo' 

to ao lntereat oharr•• and foP the purpoee of p&J1nr toP 

araa.en\1 and raw aaterlal a t or the So•let Unloa 11 

aooep\ed vl\h 11noere gratltude b7 the So•let Oo•ernsea\ 

II UftUIU&llJ 1Ubl\ant1al a1d 1ft 1\1 d1ff1oult and rreat 

atruggle agalnet our ooaaon enea7, bloo4th1retr Hltlerl&a. 

l arree ooapletel J, oa behalf of the OoYeraaeat of 

tbe So•let Unloa, vltb \be to~41tlone vbloh JO~ outl1ne4 

tor tble loan to the 8oY1et Ualon, aaael7 tba' p&Jlllntl 

oa the loan 1hall begln flYe reara after t he end ot the 

war and ahall be ooaplete4 dur1na the tollovlftl teD-Jill' 

perlo4. 
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!be Oo•trnatnt ot the U. S. I .R. etan4t rta41 to 

ezpt41te 1n e••rr poee1blt va7 the evpplJ1n& ot •••11-

able raw .. ,tr1alt an4 goode requ1rtd b7 the Un1tt4 

st., ... 
I aa beart117 1n aooor4 v1th 7ovr propo1al, 

Mr . Pre11d1n,, 'hat we e1tabllah 41reot p1r1onal 

oontaot vhen•••r o1roua1tancee varran,, 



COPY 

THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

HoYNber 25, 1941 

KEWO!U.NDUII FOR THE PRJ::SID::NT: 

I gather that 'What 1e really behjnd thie 
ia that in the lieht nt the whole atrategi~ 
eituation es it 1e in the world today the Navy 
teele it would be unwiae to ae.nd a carrhr, 
Hence, unleaa you decide otherwise, we are 
going to aov~ these planea at once by merchant 
ahip, although, aa I have told you, the 
ll&ritime Commission ia having a good deal ot 
difficult;, getting enou@h ahipa. 

RIJU!Y L. HO:>K!11:; 

(Notation in President' a hand writing) 

H.L.H, 

O.K. but ny to the~r. tr<:-m me: 
Hurry, Hurry, Hurry! 

F.U.R. 
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SS3rt:R • 
~ omorandum tor the Pres 1clen t . 

Subject : transportation ot Defense Ai d Aircraft tor ~ho USSN . 

1 . lhe conthly avera, o or Defense AiCl airplanes tor the t;SSR 

which muat be transportea tro= U.s . ports to Basra , o r possibly alter ­

nato porte such as Karachi or &oobay, is approxLmately 100 P- 40E, 

100 A- 20 and , attor January , 12 B- 25's . Xbo distances involved are : 

Hampton Hoads to Basra, 1 2 , 4b2 miles , or San DiOGO to Haer a via Torres 

Strait, 12,830 miles . 

2 . ~e following co mum ta have roaul ted tro:a conferenooa w1 th 

reprooontat1vos of t..,o Army, tho lla vy and tho .aritioo Co=!oaion . 

5. The Army plans to sond officer s and men to Basra for assembly 

of planes . The llar1t1oe co,.,iasion is prepared to furnish transpor ta­

tion to~ personnel to meet tho Ar~' s require~ents . Ehus the use of 

a carrier for this pUrpose does not ap.'oar to be nocoaaary, Iince it 1s 

esti.,..ted thet a carrier with acco~anyin cruiser oocort would not 

avern:;o over l~ kta , whet'eas the ship aolec ted by the laritiae ~o=-

1:11s s1on would probably not be appreciably less . 

A carrier coul d t ransport about 03 asse~blod P- 40 planes . 

However , since Saara is somo distance up river , tho carrier would have 
to fly orr planes and disohar~· person·ol , spare parts , etc . at sea 

so:e 90 o:Ulos from 3aara , which 1rould involve a diftic-alt li!;hterl.ng 

problem. 

With allowances for refuelitl,!; on route , unloading and re ­

coverins pilots , it is estimated that about 67 daye would be requi red 

for tho round trip . 

The use of the Navy's ox- Sea Train ship a wnich are comple~ing 

thoir conversion waa also studied. The combined capacity or these two 

ship> rrould be only 64 P- 40 1 a o r 20 P- 40 1 • p l us 20 A- 20 1 s per month . 

These ahips are aoroly neeood to transport both Army ' and Navy Plll!les to 

outl yin· stati ona . 

4 . ~e Laritice Com=dsaion , however , is prepared •o undert~e 

the deli very or planes . Thora are many cargo ships which can carry 60 

to 120 P- 40 planes aince theae are crated . 1he B-2~ ' • are to be un ­

c r ated ana , due to their size , must thus be carriocl on the upper deck! , 

but oinoo there are so few of these , 1t presen ts no problem. The 

oriGinal plan in tho case of tho A- 20 •a was to transport these in an 
assembled condition . ~ose aro large planos ana thus it preaonted a 

difficult problom, if a total of 100 per month wore to be delivered . 

n>e l'ari Ume Com=daaion • a atudiea indica tee. that uaing all available 

shipo , 1nclud1n,; the lfavy•a two ex- Sea Train shipa and two large ore 

cart'ioro , no more than 65 A-20 1 8 coulci be delivered per mon th in an 

asse~:~bled condition . As a rooul t of this the Army 1s no·.1 mal< i ns plana 

to peroit most of these planoo ( A- 20 ' s) to be sh1ppod in a disaaaemblod 

condition, wi th assembly to be undertaken at or near the unloading port 

which :ouat in any e vent be done ttith the P- 40 type . under theso condi ­

tions the ahipaent of tne 100 A-20 planea can be handled by the :O.aritil:le 

Comciasion e ach month . 

5 . Any mer chant shipa which are uaed to delivor airplane• t o the 

!addle East o an on thei r return voyase bring to the Un1 ted Statu criti ­

cal and strateg ic uaterials . 

6 . Since the .. aritille Com:::tiuion 1a prepared to deliver tho planea 

in tho quantities and within the time limits deaireu , ancl 1a &lao able to 

furnish transportation t or tho necessary Army personnel required for 

assembly and pilot in._, it i s rocomnended that this be done . 

~~-
' H. R. Stark. 



SECRET 

P- 40 Deli ver.I ,nates ner mon th . 

VIU'ious Vessela 

Capaci t y 
(e ach) 

Turn around Ra te 

sea t r ains (2) 102 9S 64 

Ce.rriet• ( 1) 83 8 1 30 

J.lerchan t ships controlled by l.!e.rit ime Commission will h ave 
c apacities of 60 to 120 P- 40 1 s in c r a tes . Since they vdll 
return vio. ports at >1h1ch t hey load other materials , their 
turn around will vary wi dely , 1•ne1r rato of dol ivcr y will 
be adequa t e . 
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