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October 17, 1939,

As of possible interest, I
gend the attached memorandum re-
garding the arrival of the
Russian tanker DOMBASE at Ban
Pedro on October eighteenth.

&



October 17, 1939.

Mr. Harrington, Visa Division, called at 3:30 to
state that the Visa Division had been requested to give
a waiver with respect to the necessity of a crew liet
visa for the Russion tanker DOMBASS to visit San Pedro
October 18 on the grounds that there was no American
Consul at the last port of eall, Petropavlosk.

ir. Harrington stated that he saw no reason for
refusing the requeet which seemed reasomable in the
circumstances, but that it was so unusual for a Ruseian
tanker to visit San Pedro that he felt the Navy Depart-
ment would be greatly interested.

I immediately telephoned Commander Struble and
communicated that informatiom to him. He said he
would notify the Commander-in-Chief immediately so that
any necessary precautioms could be takem in San Pedro.

U&4L:Chapin: BAB
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JR GEAY
Moscow
Dated October 30, 1939
Rec'd 2:45 pem.
Secretary of State,

Yiashington.

TRIPLE PRIORITY,

RUSH,

837, October 30, B pem.

I have just been informed that the British broadcast
from London at 7 peme, Hoscow time in reporting the
expected departure tomorrow of the Finnish delegation
for Moscow stated that a Finnish newspaper this evenlng
had published a report alleging "when Paamslkivi was in
Moscow & high official of the Amerlcan Embassy handed him
a personal message of sympathy from President Roosevelt
asking to be kept informed of the progress of the
negotintions”, I need hardly assurc the Department that
this report, assuming it to have been published in a
Finnish newspaper, ls completely without foundation,
Neither I nor any member of the Embessy staff saw FPaaslldvi
during his viasits tc lioscow,

Repeated to felsinkl,

STEINHARDT
HFD
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This telegram must be Moscow

clogely paraphrased before

being communicated to Doted October 30, 1939

anyone. (Br).
Rec'd 2:35 p. M,

Seeretary of State,
Washington.

838, October 30, 9 ps Ma

My telegram No., 827, October 28, 6 p. m.

I am informed by the Finnish Legation here that
the Finnish delegation is not expected here before
Thursday morning.

STEINHARDT
PEG
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This telegram must DE March 7, 1940
closely paraphrased bDe-
fore being communicated 9 plm.
to enyone, (D)
.ﬂ"‘\‘ﬁ
AMERICAN EMBASSY @3
B L
MOSCOW (U.S.S.R.) C* aqi®
oY)

150

TRIPLE PRIORITY

The Finnish Foreign Minister has informed Sterling at
Stockholm that the Finnish government has accepted Ruasian
invitation to send Envoys to Moscow end that a delegation in-
cluding Tanner and pagsikivi flew from Stockholm to Moscow
garly this morning. It 1s believed that the Russian terms
areg drastic,

Kindly arrange to SEE Molotov immediately, putting the
confeErence on as personal a basis as possible. Please state
to him that this government has no purpcse of intervening 1in
the negotiations between Finlend and the Soviet Union, but
the American people are vividly interested, Our public opin=
fon would be deeply impressed WEPE the Soviet government to
take a generous attlitude towards Finland,

In your discretion you might further intimate that you
are informed that there has been {nereasing popular demand

nere for measures affecting economle relationa w certain

;ﬁi areas,




-2- #150, March 7 to Moscow

areas, and that some of such movements would be slowed down,
depending on the degree of moderation and generosity arrived
at in the Finnlsh settlement,

The substance of this telegram has been transmitted

to Stockholm and Helsinki,

(AAB)

A-B AAB:ES EA PA/D
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This telegrom must bE

closely paraphrosed be- larch 8, 1840
fore being communlcated

to anyone. (D) 11 ceme

AMERIC.N EifB.iSSY
[oscov

TRIPLE PRIORITY.

151,

Your 253, karch 8, 11 c.m.

we believe it inadvisable for the Finnish delegates
to stay with you. You mcy, however, in your discretion
c¢cll upon them ond render them such courtesies as moy
seem appropricte. We feel thot in such contacta ns you
may hoave with them you should take eare to aveld creating
the impression that they ore obtaining ndvice from you,
in view of Russian assertions that their recl Erievonce
cgeinst Finlond wos the use of Finland by non-Baltic powers

in o monner disliked by .dussic.

HULL
760D51
EUsLWH:giiB  P4/D .i-B
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JR
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- lloscow
fore being comunicated '
to anyone, (D) Dated March B, 1940
Ree'd 11:40 aums
Secretary of State, ~n10)
Washington. et | o
Tl h;L};J~j
s

255, March 8, 2 p.n.

SERICTEY SR FIOEN T T

A Swedish plane arrived yesterday evening bearing
Ryytl, Paasikivi, General Wallin, %Yuomanen, two minor
Finnish officials, and a secretary. The omission of
Tanntf from the delegation is in my opinion wise.

The visit has been veiled in the utmost secrecy, the
delegates having been provided with Swedish passports
bearing fictitious names, and the »lane having landed at
an obscure eirport. The prescnce of the delegation in
Moscow is in consequence thus far known only to the
Kremlin the Swedish Legation and this tmbassy,

I have just had a talk with the Swedish Minister who
has not yet seen any of the delegates., Ille asgured me that
notwithstanding press despatches to the contrary the
Germans hove had no connection of ceny kind with the
negotiations leading to the presence in Lloscow of the
Finnish delegation. He also scii that the suggestion of an
immedicte armistice has thus for not met with the approval

of



-2« #255, Morch B8, 2 psm., from lLoscow.

of Kremlin which opparently wished first to explore the
possibility of 2 final pe.icE.

The liinister intimated very clearly thot he and his
Government hoped for the cooperction of the Unlted States
in strengthening the position of the Finnish delegntes
during the negotiations. He stoted that he believed that
cnee the presence of the Finnish delegotion in loscow
became known it would be helpful if the interests of
the United Stotes in the successful outcome of the
negotiations were to be publicly disclosed as thils
would heve o material effect om the Soviet position
since it is common knowledge thot the Soviet Govermment
is seriously concerned about its relations with the
United Stntes particularly in rsspect of purchnses in

the United Stotes.

STEIWHARDT
HPD
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Recoived at the War Department L. -.-JJ_'E'_F!_‘- Vool )
at 9:02, June 2k, 15b1. In*ials

London, filed 15:10, Jume 24, 1941,
The following is the distributiom of the Russian divisions

mmmwnmmﬁofw“m

Military Infantry Cavelry Tank Tagk
Districte Divisions Divisions  Divisions  Brigades

Western®*

Pri Baltir
Trans Caucasian
North Caucasian
South Lemingrad
North Leningrad
Odessa

Eier

Reserve in
European Russia

TOTALS

& o 2EBowSE
3 'l-- AT I 4-.-'6;.;
S Ir Bt ov=a 1 o v

o

# Tt is felt by authorities at the British War Office that the number
of divisions shown for the Westerm Military Distriot 1s small but no other
identifications have as yet been made.

1EE

Distribution:
THE FRESIDENT
Secretary of War
State Department
War Flans Division
Office of Naval Intelligence
GHQ Sp——
G=3 o aaae P, ROGEEWELS T :

INFORMATION COEY
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’ u(+’ By authority A. C. of 8., 0-2
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Paraphrase of Code Cablegram  PataJll 14. Tl < Ll

4y, / Received at the War Department wér Initials
at U‘i:ﬂ. m 9, 1941.

London, filed 14:38, July 9, 194l.

The report on the situation in Soviet given below has as
its source the Intelligence Division of the British Royal Air Force.

1. The General Staff of the U.S.S.R., together with the
Commander of the Air Force, appear to be full of confidence and the
impression given out is that the situation is completely under
controls

2, The British Military Mission in the Soviet believe
that the initial stages of the German offensive have ended. Officers
of the Soviet General Staff imply that large counterattacks may be
launched in the near future.

3, Around Leningrad the counterattack staged by the Soviet
troops has been successful, The claim that Murmansk had fallen to
the Germans is false, Hear supply and commmication lines of the
Soviet Army are functioning very well.

4e German prisoners exhibit lower morale than they did
ten days agos

Distribution:
THE PRESIDENT REGLF
Secretary of War i d : 58)
State Department ¥ iy sl A
Assistant Chief of Staff, (-2
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3 r.g._,u-g-r-.{ié. b :
War Plans Division i Ol e 17:7611"_"6‘[
Office of Naval Intelligence o ool !
GoHaQo SlgnalUrOTNFORMATION nopy @ ¢

SECRET
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I teld Mr. Stalin that the President was anxieus to have
hi= - 3talin's - appreeiation and anelyeis of the war betweem
Germany and Fusmsia. Mr, Stalin outlined the situatien a=s

follews: -

Fe stated that in his epinien the German Army had /74
divisiens en Fuamsia's western front at the sutbreak of the war,
and that sinee the sutbreak of the war, this hams been inereamed
te 23221 divisiens; he believes that Germany ean mebilise
divieions.

He stated that Fussia had /FJ divisions at the
sutbreak of the war, but many ef these were well baek of the lhe
of sembat, and eould net be guiekly mebilised, =e¢ that when
the Germans struek it was impessible te effer adeguete resistanee.
The line whid 4= new held i= a far mere propitious ene than
the mere advaneed line whieh they might have taken up had their
fdivisiens been prepared. Sinee war began, hewever, divisiens
have been plaeed in thelir apprepriate pesitiens, and at the
preszent time he believes that Fussia has & few more divisiona
than Germany, and pleees the rmmber of Fussian divisiens
at 452 in the fremt, with 2 ¢ 4in reserve. Stalin said
that absut ene third ef these divimion= had net a= yet been
under fire.

Mr. S5telin stated that he ean mebilise 3 57 divisiens
and will have thet many divisiens under arms by the time the
spring eampalgn hegine in May, 1942.

He 18 anxieus te have a= many of his divieions as
pessible in eentaet with the enemy, beeause then the treops
learn that Germens ean be ¥illed and ares net supPearmen. The
gives his divisions the mame ¥ind of econfidence that a pilet
gets after his first eembat in the air. Stalin =aid that

fnething in warfare ean take the plase of aetual eembat", and

f

'I et ans J”
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he wants te have as many seasoned treope as possible for the

2.

great sampaign whieh will come next Spring. He stated that
the German treops seemed to be tired, and the officers and
men that they had esptured had indieated they are "sieck of
war" .,

The Germen ressrves are as much &s 400 rilometres
task of the frent, and the gommuniesatiens between the
reserves and the frent line are pxtremely diffieult. These
supply lines require many thousands ef German treeps te guard
and proteet them from Fuseian raids.

He maid that in the battle new in pregress, Very
many Fussian and German treorms are fighting far ferwerd frem
their Tespective lines beeause af the sdvances made by beth
sides with their meehanised ferces. Stalin seid that his
seldiers 41d not eensider the battle lest merely beecause the
Germans at one point and anether broke threugh with their
nschanised forees. The Fussian meehanised forses would attaek
at enether peint eften meving many miles behind the German line,
Mersly because German foroes pleres the Fussian line dee= nbt
meen the Fussians are lest. They fight behind the Germans,
are adept at the use of cover gnd fight their way eut in the
night. Fe =aid "Even the German tanks run put ef petrol”,
This is merely & phase of medern warfere, &nd sccounts fer the
#aet that there have been no mass gurrenders of treeps on
either side. The Fussiens therefore have many ninsurgent”
treops which eperate behind Germany's so-ealled front line.
They constantly attaek Germen aerodromes and lines of
sommunications. The Fussians nre mors familiar with the
terrain and Jmew hew te use the natural cever whieh nature
has previded better than the Germans. These "insurgent”
troops are proving & great menacs te the Cerman offensive.

He believes that Germany under estimated the
strength of the Fussian Ammy, and have nét new enough treeps
sn the whele fremt te earry om & suoeessful effensive WaT
and at the same time gaard their extended lines eof

gpemmuniecations. He repeatedly emphasised the large number

L /
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of men Germany was foreed teo use for this furpese, and
believes that the Germans will have to g0 on the defensive
themselves. There is consmiderabls evidence that they are
already deing this. They are burying many of their large
tanks in the ground for defensive purposes. The Fussiana
have already found 50 sueh defensive pesitions. Mr. Stalin
stated that in his epinion Hitler fears that he has too many
men on the Russian frenmt, which may aoecount for thelr
preparing seme defensive positiens se that seme of their
divisions might be returned ‘hl; the German western areas of
aetual or petential eperation.

He thinks the Germans have now on his front sbout

7S tank and moterised divisiens. He also states that the

Fosse-German war has elready chenged the charaester of
divim=ional organisation; that the Germans had breken up
their larze armoured divisions and dispersed this equipment
threugh what Stalin eslled their tank and motérimed divisions.
Stalin stated that the war had already shown their infantry
divisions must inelude substantisl amounts of mechanised
equipment . While Fus=sia had & large number of tank and
motérised divisions - nene of them were & mateh for the
German 'Fanger' divisien, but were far stronger than ether
German divisiens. Henee the great pressure on the German
infanmtry divisiens whieh esumed the diversion of Germin
aTmoured egquipment all aleng the line.

Stalin believes that Germany had 3/ sv2 tanks at
the sutbreak of the Fussian war. Fussia herself had 77 son
tanks and £/ tank divisions with abeut 7/2 tanks in
eash division. They have always had abeut A7 tanks in
eaeh infantry divisien. Stalin believes that the large
divisiens are being brokem up by the Germsn Staff ana a= the
war pregresses the mumber eof men in the divisions will be
deereansed in beth Armies.

He states that the pressure on his ammy in the last
ten days hed beceme eonsiderably less, and the enly reasen he J

gonld give for it was that he theught Germany had been unable
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te =upply thelr mechanised divisiens and air fereee with
adequate fuel. He stressed the great diffieulty the
German ammies had eneocuntered in moving vast quantities o’
fuel te the fremt, and belisves these diffieulties are
going to inoreame. He dees net think this is because
Germany has any laek of fuel, but rather besause of
transportation diffieulties, the laek of geod roads and
mere partiecularly the saffective interferenece of the
Fussians with the German eommunieations,

Stalin may= that even thousgh the war has been
going on enly =ix weeks, his treeops are meeting brand new
divisions &t the front, and some of the original divisions
seem to have been withdrawn. [He believes that the merale
of his own troeeps 1= extremely high, and realises that this
is partly due to the faoct that they are fighting for their
hemes and in familiar territery. He said that Germa ny
has already found that "meving meehanimed forees threugh
Fus=ia waz very different than meving them over the
boulevardas of Belgium and Fransa",

Stalin =aid that the Fussian Army had been
genfronted with a surprise attaek; he himself believed
they would net strike but he teok &ll precautiens rossible
to mobilize hi= army effectively. Hitler made no demands
on Fussis, henge they were foreed to organise & defensive
line of hnttle,l&w the Fussians were counter-attaeking at
many peints.

He #aid the Fus=ian Army had met few of the
T0-ton German tenks but that this was probably due to the
inability of the Fussian bridges to held the tanks. Ee
believes the terrain teo diffieult to manceuvre these giant
tanks. Where the 70-ton tanks were enceuntered, they were
piereed by the Fussian 75 mm. guns. He dee= mnot think
thet the very large German tank will pley an impertant part
in the war in Russia, sltheugh thers are some parts of the
front where these tanks earn manoeuvre. The roads are very

bad fer the big tanks te operate over.

L R
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He believes that his largest tanks are better thanm
the other German tanks, and that they have repeatedly shown
their superierity in the war to date. [He stated that the
two largest Fussian tanks were of 40 and 52 tens respectively,
with 75 mm, armeur and 85 mé. guns, They have approximate-
1y 4s7p of these tanks &t present. The Fussian medium
tank of just ever “0 toms has 45 mm. armour &nd 75 mm. guns.
The infantry tank is 13 tens and has 37 mm., armour and
45 mm. guns., They have approximately Zo7p medium ( 30 ton)
tanks at present and /2covalight tanks (13 tens). He stated
their present produetion of tanks wes foFp  per month. He
gtated that his preductien was= equally divided between
mediun and heavy tanks on the one hand, and light tanks on
the other. He stated they would be short of steel for
tank mamfacture and urged theat orders for this steel be
plaged &t enee. FHe later geid 1t wounld be mudi better if
his tanke eould be memufactured in the H.8. He almo wished
to purchase &z many of our tanks &= pos=zible to be ready
for the Spring cempalgn. telin =aid the all-important
thing was the produetion of tanks during the winter - the
tank losses on both sides were very great but that Germany
gould preduese mere tenks per month this winter than Fussia.
Henee the aid of the W.35. in supplying steel end tenks is
egzential. He would 1like to send & tank expert to the
U.8.4. He stated that he would give the U.S. his tank
designs.

He emphasised the faet that Gemmany has & streng
and powerful sir forse, and that their present produetion
ef planes was prebably 2,500 fighters and bombers per menth,
tut net mere than 3,000 & month. Gemmany has mere planes
than the Fussians at the front ai this time but the
quality ef many of the German planes is not first-elass -
they are rough, plain machines, in whieh pllets £1y without
a leng training. Seme pilots they have saptured indisated
that their training was shert and gonsisted of only &
nprastieal course”, He realises that Germany moved te

'R R RN
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the Fussian frent a great many aireraft which types are

ne lenger being built in German factories. He thinks that
Germany under-rated the ability of the Rumsian Alr Force
and thought that these seeond-rate planes could sperate
rngeessfully against them, The Fussians have experienced
ne trouble in destreying these planes. The Henkel plane
wis faster than the new Messersehmitt, On the whele the
mo=t useful plane the Germans have against the Fusslans 1=
the Junkers 88, whieh im &= good or better than anything of
that type that the Fussiana have.

He states that the Germans are putting 20 mm.
gannon in their fighters; seme have 12 mm. machine guna,
Stalin =aid that all fighters must have cannon in medernm
warfare. He has equipped all his fighters with e&nnen or
heavy ealibre mashine guns, and stated the Fussians prepesed
to have mo fighters witheut eannom or the heaviest ealibre
machine guns.

The Bussians put their old fighter plane= on the
front, and these have & speed of only 440 kilometres per
hour, but they have been very useful and suceessful against
many of the planes that the Germans put on Fussia's western
front . They hnvu‘?iﬂ Fthauutndj of the=me older type

fighters.

The new fighters are of three types. They have
approximately 2 o720 of these at the front, and are preducing

/42 o & month. The speediest of theme newer one moter

fighters is the M4I.G.3, with heavy armour and esnnen, end
a speed of 650 kilometres per heur. The segond fighter i=s
the L.A.G.3, which oarries & ocannen, has heavy maghine guns
and & speed of 550 k.p.h. The third is the J.K.l; this
sarries & ocannen, and has & speed of 590 ¥.p.h.

Stalin said the Fussians have three new medium
bember types. First, & single-moter bomber, flying at
510 ¥.p.h., for slose range bembing. Segond, the Z-meter
dive bomber, flying at 540 k.p.h. with a flying range of
BOO ¥ilemetres. The third bember, whieh is enly just being
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produced in quantity, is & 2-motor dive bomber with a range
of 2,200 ¥ilometres and a speed of 610 k.p.h., and earries
one ton of bombs om its full flight range, but double that
amount of bembe on mere than half range. It has 7 heavy
maghine guns. Stalin speaks of it a= "a very good bember”.

He said he has three types of leng range bomber,
One, & 2-metor bomber which is quite slow, doing 440 ¥.p.h.
with & range of 3,000 kilometres. Seecond, & 2-motor bember,
Just in preduetien, with & Diesel engine; range 5,000
kilometres, oarrying ene ton bemb lead=, 2 tens at 4,000
¥ilometres range; speed 500 k.p.h. Third, & 4-engine
bomber, just now getting inte produetion; range 3,500 kile-
metres, ocarrring 3 tens of bombs. He =aid they had at
present about & 70 heavy leng range bombers,

He maid that his tetal production of planes at
present was /S77 per menth; by Jenuary 1st, this would
inerease to 2507 per menth, (0% of these wouldde figh ter
planes, and 40% bombera. This was exelusive of training
planes, now being prodused at /5 per day. The Russians
had approximately S5 training plenes. Stelin said the
training ceurse for pllots was 8 months,

He expressed congiderable interest in training
pilets in dmerica and left me the impression there would soon
be & shortage of pilets. Stalin said the German claims of
Fuesian &ir losses were absurd., The FRussians lost more
planes than the Germans at first, but he thinks the advantage
im the other way now. He would net indiocate the number of
lomsses other than there were a "good many on both sides”.

He stated there had been =mome damage to aireraft
faetories bt that there had been considerable disbursle of
the maohinery before the destruetion took place. (I saw
two fagtories, whieh I was teld by our Ambassader were
aireraft faotories, Just outside Mosmeow eompletely destroyed).

Stalin repeatedly stated that he did not under-
rate the German Army. He stated that their organisation was
of the very best and that he believed that they had large

EEERER
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reserves of food, men, supplies and fuel. He thinks that
we may be under-estimeting Germany's oil supplies, and he
bases this on the fast that under the two-year mgresment
they had with Germuny, the Germans asked for less fuel than
the agreement provided for during the year 1940-41. Ha
thought one weakness the Eritish haed was under-rating their
enemy; he did not prepose to do this., He tshassdsre thinks
thaet so far as men, supplies, food and fuel are concerned,
the Gem&n Army is eapable of teking part in a Winter
gampiign in Fussia. He thinks however, that it would be
difficult for the Gemans to eperate offensively mud after
the 18t September, when the heavy rains will begin, and
after Oeteber 1st the greound would be =e¢ bad that they
wonld have te Zo on the defensive. He sxpressed great
gonfidence that the line during the Vinter menths would be
in frent of Mo=eow, Fiev and Ienirngrad - prebably net mere
than 100 ¥ilemetres away from where it is new. Fe thinks
thet one ef the great advantages the Fossian Army has at
the moment 1s that the Germanz "are tired"” and have ne
stomaeh for an effensive. He realises that Germany ean
still brirg up about 40 divisiens, making? |5 divis ens in
all at the Fussian frent, but these divisions prebably cammet
get there before the hard weather sets in.

He told me that the first need of the Fussian Army
was 1ight anti-sireraft guns, 20 mm., 25 mm., 37 mm., and
50 mm., and that they need vast quantities of these guns to
give protection te their lines of communieatlions against lew
flying planes.

Fis mesond great need was aluminium needed in the
gonstructien eof sirplanes.

The third was maehine guns of approximately 50
ealibre, and the fourth rifles eof aprroximately 30 ealibre.
He stated that he needed large anti-aireraft guns for the
defenees of eities. In his= epinion the Fusslian supply of
ammunition was satisfactory. Fe stated the cutecome of the
war in Fussia would largely depend om the ability te enter
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the Spring eampeigm with adequate eguipment, partioularly
in aireraft, tanks and A.A. suns,

He expressed an urgent desire that the BEritish
send large planes as moon am possible to bombd the Fumsnian
oilfields, and made a point of urging that pilets and erews
be sent with the planes. FHe teld me one of the great
problems wa= te determine the perts of entry which were to
be used for sapplies; and that Arehangel was diffioult
but not impessible; he was sure his fcebreakers sould ¥eep
the pert free &ll winter. He stated that Vliadivestok was
dangereus becaure 1t would be eut eoff by Japan at any time,
and he feared the railrosds and roads in Fersia were
inadequate, But all would have to be used for the
present.

Mr. Stalin expressed repeatedly his eonfidensce
that the Fussian linem would hold.

No information given abeve waa confirmed by

any othar souree,.
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This telegram must bE
¢losely paraphrasgd bE=-

fore being communicated
to anyone. (SC) Rec'd 8350 p.m,

Dated August 1, 1941

Secretary of State,
Waahington,

TRIPLE PRIORITY,

1430, August 1, 3 p.m,

ModmewEmmag, PERSONAL AND SOWSSPEr~giiiiSdene s L
FOR THE PRESIDENT, THE SECRETARY AND UNDER SECRETARY
ONLY FROM HARRY HOPKINS,

"I have had two long and satisfactory talks with
Stalin and will communicate personally to you the
messages he 18 sending, I would like to tell you now,
however, that I feegl ever so confildent about this front.
The morale of the population is exceptionally good.
There is unbounded determination to win, Stalin is
anxious that the final negotiations for the loan from
the R.F.C., bE handled in Washington and 1s anxpus
that 1t be agreed upon at the earliest posalble moment,
T have had satisfactory conferences with Molotov,
Steinhardt and Cripps, My mission here 1s nearly com-
plgtt, and I shall be leaving soon, I am well and
looking forward to seelng you. Harry"

STEINHARDT
CSB
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AF GRAY

Moscow

Dated August 1, 1941

Rec'd 9 peme

Secretary of State,
Washington,

1431, August 1, 5 peme

FOR THE PRESIDENT, THE SECRETARY, AND UNDER
SECRETARY

The reception accorded Harry Hopkins by the Sovies
Government and the unusual attention which has been de=-
voted to him by the Soviet press clearly indicate that
extreme importance has been attached to his vislt by
this Government, He was met at the port of entry by
a number of high ranking Army and Naval officlals and
by the Acting Chief of Protocol who flew with him to
Moscow where an unusually large delegation headed by
Lozovaki .had been assembled to await his arrival, He
was recelved promptly by Stalin who granted him very
extended interviews and discussed with a frankness
unparalleled in my knowledge in recent Soviet history
the subject of his mission and the Soviet posltion,
All Soviet newspapers havepublished photographs and
itema concerning his visit on thelr front pages - a

poaition
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=2= 1431, August 1) 5 psmy =~ from Moscows

position of much greater significance here than in
any other country,

I am certain that the visit has been Extremely
gratifying to the Soviet Government and that 1t will
prove to have excrcised a most beneficlal effect
upon Soviet-American relations in general and in pare
ticular to have greatly encouraged the Soviegt war

effort.

STEINHARDT

HPD
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WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAFF
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE DIiVIiSioN, G-2
WASHINGTOM, D. C.
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Signature- @M j%@f‘ August 4, 1941,

MEMORANDIUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:
Subject: 8Situation in Ulcaine.

1. On August 4th, the situation in the Ukraine along the
southern portion of the German-Russian front is believed to be

approximately as follows:

&, The Russians hold a deep wedge extending westward
from the Dnieper on both sides of the Pripet river, This wedge

corresponds approximately to the Pripet marsh area,

b, Immediately south of the marshes, Cemman forces
have advanced to the area between Korosten and the Dnieper
river, The depth of this German advance to the east of Korosten
is unlkmown, :

c. FRussian forces hold Kiev and an extensive bridgehead
around Kiev on the west bank of the Dnieper,

d. The main German effort has been made in the past
two weeks in a southeasterly direction along the axis: Zhitomir,
Imepropetrovsk, The left flank of this drive has been protected
by the Cerman High Command against the Kiev bridgehead by strong
defensive formations of German infantry. Most of the armored
divisions of the southern front appear to be concentrated in
this "main effort"” enveloping drive pushing southeastward from
Belaja Zerkow towards Dnepropetrovsk,

e, This German armored army attained the area of Sveni-
gorodka about July 25th and was close to Zinoviesk on July 3lst.
It is, apparently, on August 4th contimuing to gain ground in the
directions of Dnepropetrovsk and Krivoi Rog.

f. Strong Bussian forces are fighting with determination
in a half circle to the northwest, west and southwest of Zinoviesk,
These Russian forces have still an open line of retreat to the east
Ukraine over Dnepropetrovek and Zaporsha. A further line of re-
treat 1s open to them to the southeast into the Crimea, However,
the Russians' area for retreat between Zinoviesk and the lower
Dnieper is being further compressed daily,
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€. The Russian armies west and southwest of Zinoviesk,
probably amounting to between fifteen and twenty-five divisions,
are being attacked by the Axls armies along a semi-circular front
extending from Cetatea Alba at the mouth of the Dniester through
Balta to Uman., Two large bridges have been built by Cerman
ploneers across the middle Dniester near Dubossary.

h, On July 3lst the German High Command reports that
these hal f-enclosed Russian forces launched a major counterattack
in a northerly direction from Perwomaisk, Very fierce fighting
eccurred on this day near Novoarchangelsk,

1. The fate of the Russian armies fighting to the west
and southwest of Zinoviesk now hangs in the balance,

;/4;.«% y B

Brigadier General, U, 5. Army,
Acting Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2.

Metribution:

~THE PRESIDENT
Secretary of War
Assistant Secretary of War
Chief of Staff
War Flans Division
Office of Naval Intelligence
General Embick

Fran i Library
JIEfLAsSs A ed

B D/ R Fres, 1 /27/58)

Dats- 7oL By b
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THE WHITE HOUSE _}’}‘t/
WASHINGTON

August 20, 1941

My dear Mr. President:

I am enclosing a copy of Part I and Part II of
the report of my trip to Moscow.

I am enclosing copies for the State, War and
Navy Departments, with a proposed note from you.

Very sincerely yours,

NS

Enclosures.

The President,
The White House.
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GONFERENCE HELD ON JULY 31, 1941, BETVEEN \{
;‘? MR, STALIN, 4R, HOPXINS, ANC THE
£ "b INTERPAFTER 4R, LITVINOV, AT THE
A
! ? KREULIN IN 4OSCOW - 6130 p.m. TO
L0 9:30
_ $30 p.m.
Ea 2 4
&4 BART 1
7

I told Mr. Btalin that the President was =nxious to
heve his - Stalin's - appreciation end analysis of the
war between Germany and Russia. Mr. Stzlin outlined the
sltuation as follows:

He steted thzt 1in his opinion the Germsn Army had

175 divisions on Russia's western front et the outbresk of

the wer, and thet since the outbresk of the war, tais hes
been incressed to 232 divisions; he believes that Germany
can mobilize 300 divisions.

He stated thet Bussia had 180 divisions &t the out-
bresk of the war, but many of these were well beck of the
line of combat, and could not be quickly mobilized, so
thaet when the Germans struck it was impossible to offer
adequate resistsnce. The line which 15 now held is a fer
more propltious one than the more sdvenced line which
they zmignt have tsken up had thelr divislons been prepered.
Since wer began, hovever, divisions have been placed in
thelr appropriate positions, and at the present time he
believes that Russiz has & fevw more division: than Germany,
and places the nuaber of Russzisn divisions at 240 in the
front, with 20 in reserve. Etzlin szid that about one H
third of these divisions hucd not &s yet been under fire.

Ur, Stz2lin ststed that he can wmobkilize 350 divisions

end will have that many divisions under arms by the time

the spring canpgsign begins in May 1942.
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He 1s anxious to have as many of his divisions as
possible in contact with the enemy, because then the
troops learn that Germans can be killed and are not super-
men. This gives his divisions the same kind of confidence
that a pilot gets after his first combat in the air.
8talin sald that "nothing in warfare can teke the place
of actual combat™, and he wants to have as many seasoned
troops &s possible for the great campaign which will come
next Spring. He stated that the German troops seemed to
be tired, snd the officers and men that they had captured
had indicated they are "sick of war",

The German reserves are as much as 400 kilometres
back of the front, and the comnunications between the
reserves and the front line are extremely difficult. These
supply lines require many thousands of Gerwan troops to
guard and protect them from Russian raids.

He said that in the battle now in progress, very
many Russlan and German troops are fighting far forward
from thelr respective lines because of the advances made
by .both sides with their mechanlzed forces. Stalin said
that his soldlers did not consider the battle lost merely
because the Uermans at one point #md ancther broke through
with their wmechanized forces. The Hussian mechanized
forces would atteck &t another point often moving many
miles behind the German line. Merely because German
forces pierce the Russian line does not mesn the Russisns
are lost. They fight behind the Germans, are adept at
the use of cover and fight thelr way out in the night.

He sald, "Even the German tanks run out of petrolv,
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This is merely & phase of modern warfare, and accounts
for the fact that there have been no mass surrenders of
troops on elther side. The Russians therefore have many
minsurgent” troops which operate behind Germany's so-
called front line. They constantly attack Germsn aero-
dromes and lines of comsunlestions. The Russians are
more fasiliar with the terrain and know how to use the
natural cover vhich nature has provided better than the
Germans. These "insurgent® troops ere proving a great
menace to the German offensive.

He believes that CGermany underestimated the stren:th
of the Russian Aray, and have not now enough troops on
the whole front to carry on & successful offensive war
and at the same time guard thelr extended lines of coa-
municetions. He repeatedly emphasized the large nuaber
of men Germany was forced to use for this purpose, and
believes that the Germans will have to go on the defensive
themselves. There 1s considerable evidence that they are
already doing this. They are burying many of their large
tanks in the ground for defensive purposes. The Bussians
have already found 50 such defensive positions, Ur.
Stalin stuted that in hls ooinlon Hitler fears that he
has too many men on the Russian front, vhich may account
for their preparing some defensive positions so that some
of their divisions might be returned to the CGerman western
areas of ectual or potential operation.

He thinks the Gerwans have now on his front about
70 tank and motorized divisions. He also states that the

Russo-German war has clready chenged the character of
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divisional organization; that the Germans had broken up
thelr larpe armoured divisions and dispersed tnis equip-
ment through what S5talin called their tenk and motorized
divisions. 5Stulin stated that the war has glready shown
that infantry divisions must include & larger number of
mechanized units. While Russia had = lsrge number of
tank end wotorized divisions - none of them were a
mateh for the Germen "Panzer" division, but ware far
stronger than other German divisions. Hence the great
pressure on the German infentry divisions wnich caused
the diversion of Germsn arooured equipment all elong the
line.

Stalin belleves that Germany had 30,000 tenks at the
outbreek of the Russisn war. Russis herself had 24,000
tanks and 60 tank divisions with zbout 350 to 400 tanks
in each division. They have alwaye had about 50 tanks in
each infantry division. Stelin believes that the large
divisions sre being broken up by the German Staff snd as
the war progresses the number of men in the divisions
will be decreased in both armles.

He stated that the pressure on his army in the last
ten days had become considerably less, and the only
reason ne eould glve for it was that he thought Germany
had been unable to supnly their mechanized divisions und
air forces with adequute fuel. He stressed the great
difficulty the German mrmies had encountered in moving
vast quentities of fuel to the front, and believes theau
difficulties are going to inecrecsze. He does not think
this 1s becsuze Germany has any lack of fuel, but rether

because of trensportetion difficulties, the laeck of good

s e
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roads and more particularly the effective interference
of the Russians with the German communications.

Stalin says that even though the wer has been going
on only six weeks, nis troops are meeting brand new
divisions at the front, and some of the original divisions
seem to have been withdrawn. He believes that the morale
of his own troops is extremely high, and realirzes that
this is partly due to the fact that they are fighting for
thelr homes and in famillar territory. He seid that
Germany has already found that "moving mechanized forces
through HRussia was very different than moving them over
the boulevards of Belgium eand France".

Stalin sald that the Russisn Army had been confronted
with & surprise attack; he himself believed that Hitler
would not strike but he took all precautions possible to
mobilize his army. Hitler made no demands on Russia,
hence they were forced to organize a defensive line of
battle. Now the Russians were counter-attacking at many
points.

He said the Russian Army had met few of the 70-ton
German tanks but that this was probably due to the in-
ability of the Russian bridges to hold the tanks. He
believes the terrain too difficult to manoceuvre these
glant tanks. Where the 70-ton tanks were encountered,
they were plerced by the Russlian 75 mm. guns. He does
not think that the very large German tank will play an
important part in the war in Russia, although there are
parts of the southern front where these tanks can manoeuvre.

The roads are very bad for the blg tanks to operate over.
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He believes that his largest tanks are better than
the other German tanks, and that they have repeatedly
shown their superiority in the war to date. He stated
that the two largest Russian tanks were of 48 and 52 tons
respectively, with 75 mm. armour and 85 mm. guns. They
have approximately 4,000 of these tanks at present. The
Russian medium tank of just over 30 tons has 45 mm. armour
and 75 mm. guns. The infantry tank is 13 tons and has
37 mm. armour and 45 mm. guns. They have approximately
8,000 medium (30-ton) tanks at present and 12,000 light
(13-ton) tanks. He stated their present production .~
of tanks was 1,000 per month. He stated that his produc-
tion wes equally divided between medium and heavy tanks
on the one hand, and light tanks on the other. He stated
they would be short of steel for tank manufacture and
urged that orders for this steel be placed at once. He
later said it would be much better if his tanks could be
manufactured in the United States. He also wished to
purchase as many of our tanks as possible to be ready for
the Spring campaign. Stalin saild the all-important thing
was the production of tanks during the winter - the tank
losses on both sides were very great but that Germany
could produce more tanks per month this winter than
Russia, Hence the aid of the United States in supplying
steel and tanks is essential. He would like to send &
tank expert to the United States. He stated that he
would give the United States his tank deslgns.

He emphasized the fact that Germany has a strong
and powerful air force, and that thelr present production
of planes was probably 2,500 fighters and bombers per
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month, but not more than 3,000 & month., Cermany has
more planes than the Russians at the front at this time
but the quality of many of the German planes 1is not
first-class - they are rough, plain machines, in which
pilots fly without a long training. Some pllots they
have captured indicated that thelr tralning was short and
consisted of only a "practical course". He reallzes that
Germany moved to the Russian front & great many aireraft,
which types are no lenger being built in German factorles.
He thinks thst Germany underrated the ability of the
Russisn Air Force and thought that these second-rate planes
could operate successfully agalnst them. The Russleans
have experienced no trouble in destroying these planes.
The Henkel plane was faster than the new Messerschmitt.
on the whole the most useful plane the Germans have against
the Russians is the Junkers 88, which 1s as good or better
then anything of thet type that the HRussians have.

He stated that the Germans are putting 20 mm. cannon
in their fighters; some have 12 mm. machine guns. Stalin
gaid that all fighters must have cannon in modern warfare.
He has equipped all his fighters with cennon or heavy
calibre machine guns, and he stated the Russiens proposed
to have no fighters without cannon or the heaviest
caelibre machine guns.

The Russiens put their old fighter planes on the
front, and these have & speed of only 440 kilometres per
hour, but they have been Very useful and successful
against many of the planes that the Germans put on
Russie's western front. They have seven to elght

thousand of these older type fighters.
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The new fighters sre of three types. They have
approximately 2,000 of these =t the front, and are pro-
dueing 1,200 & month. The speediest of these newer one-
motor fighters is the M.I.G. 3, with heavy armour and
cannon, end & speed of 650 kllometres per hour. The
second fighter is the L.A.G. 3, which carries a cannon,
has heavy machine guns and & speed of 590 k.p.h., The
third is the J.E, 1; this carries & cannon, and has a
speed of 590 k.p.h.

Etalin said the Russiens heve three new medium bomber
types., First & single-motor bomber, flying at 510 k.p.h.,
for close range bombing. ©Second, the 2-motor dive bomber,
flying at 540 k.p.h. with a flying range of 800 kilo-
metres. The third bomber, whieh is only Just belng pro-
duced in quantity, is a 2-motor dive bomber with a range
of 2,200 kllometres and & speed of 610 k.p.h., and carrles
cne ton of bombs on its full flight range, but double
that amount of bombs on more than hslf range. It has
7 heavy machine guns. Stalin spoke of it as "a very good
bomber".

He said he has three types of long range bomber.

One, a 2-motor bomber which is quite slow, doing 440 kp.h.
with a range of 3,000 kilometres. ©Second, a Z2-motor
bomber, Just in production, with a [lesel enginej range
5,000 kilometres, carrying one ton bomb load, ¥ tons at
4,000 kilometres range; speed 500 k.p.h. Third, a
4=-engine bomber, just now getting into production; range
3,500 kilometres, carrying 3 tons of bombs. He sald they
had & present about 600 heavy long range bombers.
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He sald that his total production of planes at
present was 1,800 per month; by January lst, this would
increase to 2,500 per month. 60% of these would be
fighter plenes, and 40%f bombers. This was exclusive of
training plenes, now being produced at 15 per day. The
Russisns hae approximately 3,500 training planes. ©Stalin
saild the training course for pilots was 8 months.

He expressed considerable interest in training pilots
in America and left me the impression there would soon bé
a shortage of pilots. &talin said the German elalms of
Russlan alr losses were absurd. The Russians lost more
planes than the Germans at first, but he thinks the ad-
vantage 1s the other way now. He would not indicete the
number of losses other than there were & "good many on
both sides”.

He stated there had been some damage to aircraft
factories but that there had been considerable disbursal
of the machinery before the destruction took place. (I
saw two factories, which I was told by our Ambassador were
aireraft factories, just outside Moscow completely destroyed.)

I asked Mr. Stalin about the location of his munitions
plants. He did not reply to this in detall but indicated
that about 75% of the sum total of his munitions plents,
the percentage varylng depending on the type of plant,
were in the general areas of which Leningred, Moscow and
Klev were the centers.

I gained the lmpression from him that if the German
army could move some 150 miles east of each of these

centers, they would destroy almost 75% of Russia's
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industriel capacity.

Stalin said they had dispersed a good many of their
lerger factories and were moving many machine tools
eastward to escape the bombing attacks.

Gtalin repeatedly stated that he did not underrsate
the German Army. He stated that their organization was
of the very best and that he believed that they had large
reserves of food, men, supplies and fuel. He thinks that
we may be under estimating Germany's oil supplies, and he
bases this on the fact that under the two-year agreement
they had with Germany, the Germans asked for less fuel
than the agreement provided for during the year 1940-41.
He thought one weakness the British had was underrating
their enemy; he did not propose to do this. He, therefore,
thinks that so far as men, supplies, food and fuel are
concerned, the Germen Army is capaBle of taking part in a
winter campaign in Russia. He thinks, however, that it
would be difficult for the Germans to operate offensively
mach after the first of September, when the heavy rains
will begin, and after October lst the ground woulé be so
bad that they would have to go on the defensive. He ex-
pressed great confildence that the line during the winter
months would be 1n front of Moscow, Kiev and Leningrad -
probably not more than 100 kilometres away from where it
is now. He thinks that one of the great advantages the
Russian Army has at the moment is that the Germens "are
tired" and have no stomach for an offensive. He realizes
that Germany can still bring up about 40 divisions,
making 275 divisions in all at the Russian front, but
these divisions probably cannot get there before the hard
weather sets in.
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He told me that the first need of the Russian Army
was light anti-aireraft guns, 20 mm., 25 mm., 37 mm.,
and 50 mm., and that they need vast quantities of these
guns to give protection to their lines of communications
against low flying planes.

His second great need was aluminum needed in the
construction of airplanes.

The third was machine guns of approximately 50
calibre, and the fourth rifles of approximately 30 calibre.
He stated that he needed large antl-ailreraft guns for
the defense of cities. In hls opinlon the Russian supply
of ammunition was satisfactory. He stated the outcome of
the war in Russia would largely depend on the ablility to
enter the spring campaign with adequate equipment, parti-
cularly in aireraft, tanks and anti-aircraft guns.

He expressed an urgent desire that the British send
large planes as soon as possible to bomb the Rumanian
ollfields, and made a point of urging that pllots and
crews be sent with the planes.

He told me one of the great problems was to deter-
mine the ports of entry which were to be used for
supplies; and that Archangel was difficult but not im-
possible; he was sure his icebreskers could keep the
port free all winter. He stated that Vladivostok was
dangerous because it could be cut off by Japan at any
time, and he feared the rallroads and roads in Persla
were insdequate. But all would hsve to be used for
the present.

Mr. Stalin expressed repeatedly his confidence
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that the Russian lines would hold within 100 kilometres
of their present position.

No information given above was conflirmed by any

other source.
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CONFERENCE HELD ON JULY 31, 1941, BETWEEN
MR, STALIN, MR. HOPKINS, AND THE

3 INTERPRETER MR. LITVINOV, AT THE
q KREMLIN IN MOSCOW - 6:30 p.m. TO
9:30 p.n.
PART 11

I told Mr. Stalin at this conference that our
Government and the British Government (Churchill having
authorized me to say this) were willing to do everything
that they possibly could during the succeeding weeks to
send materiel to Russia. This materiel, however, must
obviously be already manufactured and that he - Stalin -
must understand that even this materiel could in all
probablility not reach his battle lines before the bad
weather closes in.

I told him that we believed that plans should be
made for a long war; that so far as the United States
was concerned we had large supply commitments 1in relation
to our own Army, Navy and Merchant Marine, sas well as
very substantial responsibilities for supplies to England,
China and the Republics of South Amerlea.

I told him that the decisions relating to the long
range supply problem could only be resolved if our
Government had complete knowledge, not only of the
military situstion in Russia, but of type, number and
quality of their military weapons, &as well as full

knowledge of raw materlals and factory capacity.
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I told him that I knew that our Government, and 1
believed the British Government, would be unwilling te
send any heavy munitions, such as tanks, alrcraft end
anti-airq@ﬂft guns, to the Russian front unless and until
a conference had been held between our three Governments,
at which the relative strategic interests of each front,
as well as the interests of our several countrles, was
fully and jointly explored.

I suggested that, in as much as he was so fully
engaged with the immedlate prosecution of the battle now
in hand, he could not give the time and attention to such
a conference until after this battle is over.

Stalin had previously indicated that the front would
be solidified not later than October l.

I was mindful of the importance that no conference
be held in Moscow until we knew the outcome of the battle
now in progress. I felt it very unwise to hold a con-
ference while this battle was in the balance. Hence my
suggestion to him to hold a conference at as late a duate
as was possible. Then we would know whether or not there
was to be a front and approximately the location of the
front during the coming winter months.

Stalin said he would welcome such a conference and
said that of course it would be impossible for him to go
to a conference anywhere other than in Moscow; that he
would be glad to make available to our Government all
{nformation which was required and he offered to give
us the Soviet designs of their alrplanes, tanks and guns.
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I told him that I was not authorized to make this
suggestion of & conference to him officially.

Etalin then stated that in case our Government
wished to have such a conference he would receive such
a proposal sympathetically and would give the conference
his personal attention.

Stalin has not given hitherto any information of
any kind to any of the Embassies or to any of the Military
Attaches of foreign governments. The British Naval
Attache has been given information confined to the
Russian Navy because of certain joint operations.

There is literplly no one in the whole Government
who is willing to give any important information other
than Mr. Stalin himself. Therefore, it is essential
that such a conference be held with Mr. Stalin personally.

I believe he would give this conference his personal
attention.

My suggestion is that the conference be not held
prior to October 1, but not later than October 15.

A, S
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

August 20, 1941

My dear Mr. President:
1 have only made one copy of the attached.

My suggestion is that no copy of this be sent
to the State Department and that the contents of this

be discussed verbally by you with Mr. Hull.

Very sincerely yours,
.s#;%fggéﬁ —
HARRY L7 HOPKINS
Enclosure.

The President,
The White House,
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MR. STALIN, MR. HOPKINS, AND THE
INTERPRETER MR. LITVINOV, AT THE
~ r?? KREMLIN IN KOSCOW - 6:30 p.m. TO
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£ . “jf After Stalin had completed his review of the mllitary
o
_E; situation, he expressed to me his great thanks to the

President for the interest he was showing in their fight
against Hitler. He stated that he wanted to give the
President the following personal message; that he had
consldered putting the message in writing but believed
it would be more desirable to have the message delivered
to the President by me.

Stalin said Hitler's greatest weakness was found in
the vast numbers of oppressed people who hated Hitler
and the immoral ways of his Government. He believed
these people and countless other millions in nations
still unconguered could receive the kind of encourage-
ment and moral strength they needed to resist Hitler
from only one source, and that was the United States.

He stated that the world influence of the Presldent and
the Government of the United States was enormous.

Contrary wise, he believed that the morale of the
German army and the German people, which he thinks is
already pretty low, would be demorallzed by an announce-

ment that the United States is going to Join in the
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war against Hitler.

Stalin said that he believed it was inevitable
that we should finally come to grips with Hitler on
some battlefield. The might of Germany was =0 great
that, even though Russla might defend herself, it would
be very difficult for Britain and Russia combined to
crush the German military machine, He said that the
one thing that could defeat Hitler, and perhaps without
aver firing a shot, would be the announcement that the
United States was going to war with Germany.

Stalin said that he belleved, however, that the war
would be bitter and perhaps long; that if we did get in
the war he believed the American people would insist on
their srmies coming to grips with German soldiers; and
he wanted me to tell the President that he would welcome
the American troops on any part of the Russian front
under the complete command of the American Army.

I told Stalin that my mission related entirely to
matters of supply and that the matter of our joining in
the war would be decilded largely by Hitler himself and
nls encroachment upon our fundamental interests. 1 told
him that I doubted that our Governument, in event of war
would want an American army in Aussia but that I would
give his message to the President.

He repeatedly said that the President and the
United States had more influence with the common people
of the world today then any other force.

by
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Finally, he asked me to tell the President that,

while he was confident that the Russian army could f
withstand the German army, the problem of supply by

next spring would be & serious one and that he needed

our help.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 11, 1941

My dear Mr. President:
I am enclosing two copies of the report of
my first conference with otalin, at which
Ambassador Steinhardt was present, and a copy for
Secretary Hull with a suggested transmittal letter.
I am also enclosing two copies of the report
of my conference with Molotov, with a copy for
Secretary Hull with a suggested transmittal letter.
Very sincerely yours,

HARRY L. HOPKINS

Enclosures.

The Fresident
ihe White House.
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MEMOFANL UM

CONFERENCE AT THE KREMLIN ON JULY 30, 1941
6:30 TO B:30 P.M.

BETWEEN HARRY L. HOPKINS AND MR. STALIN
AND MR REINHARDT, AMERICAN INIERPRETER
I told My, Btalin that I came &s personal repre-
sentative of the President. The President considered
Hitler the enemy of mankind and that he therefore wished

to ald the Soviet Union in its fight ageinst Germany.

I told him that my mission was not a diplomatic one
in the sense that I did not propose any formal under-
standing of any kind or character.

I expressed to him the President's belief that the
most important thing to be done in the world today was
to defeat Hitler and Hitlerism. I impressed upon him
the determination of the President and our Government
to extend all possible aid to the Soviet Union at the i
earliest possible time.

I told Mr. S5talin that I had certain personal mes-

sages from the President and explained my relationship
to the Administration in Washington. I told him further
that I just left Mr. Churchill in London who wished me to
convey to him the sentiments which I had already ex-
’ pressed from the President. i
Mr. S5tslin said he welcomed me to the Soviet Union;
that he had already been informed of my visit.
Describing Hitler and Germeny, Mr. Stalin spoke
of the necessity of there belng & minimum moral standard

between all nations and without such & minimum moral

4
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standard nations could not co-exist. He stated that
the present leaders of Germany knew no such minimum
moral standard and that, therefore, they represented
an anti-social force in the present world. The
Germans were a people, he said, who without a second's
thought would sign a treaty teday, break it tomorrow
and sign a second one the following day. MNations must
fulfill their treaty obligations, he sald, or inter-
national society could not exist.

When he completed his general summary of the Sowiet
Union's attitude toward Germany he sald "therefore our
views coincide".

I told Mr. Stalin that the question of aid to
the Soviet Union was divided into two parts. First,
what would Russis most require that the United States
could deliver immediately and, second, what would be
Ruseia's requirements on the basis of & long war?

Stalin listed in the first category the immediate
need of, first, anti-aireraft guns of medium calibre,
of from 20 to 37 mm., together with ammunition. He
stated that he needed such medium calibre guns because
of the rapidity of their fire and their mobility. He
stated that all together he needed approximately
20,000 pleces of anti-sireraft artillery, large and
small. He believed that if he could acguire such a
gquantity it would immediately release nearly 2,000
pursuit ships which are today reguired for the pro-
tection of military objectives behind the Soviet lines
and such planes, if released, could be used as attacking
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forces against the enemy.

Second, he asked for large size machine guns for
the defense of his citles.

Third, he said he heard there were many rifles
available in the United Gtates and he believed their
calibre corresponded to the calibre used in his Army.
He stated that he needed one million or more such
rifles. I asked Mr. Stalin if he needed ammunition for
these rifles and he replied that if the calibre was the
same as the one used by the Red Army "we have plenty®.

In the second category, namely, the supplles needed
for a long range war, he mentloned first high octane
sviation gasoline, second, aluminum for the construction
of airplanes and, third, the other items already men-
tioned in the list presented to our Government in
Washington.

At this point in the conversation Nr. Stalin
suddenly made the remark, "Give us anti-aireraft guns
and the aluminum and we can fight for three or four
years®.

I referred to the 200 Curtiss P-40's which are
being delivered to the Soviet Unlon and, in reply to
a question from Mr. Stalin, I confirmed the fact ﬁhat
140 were being delivered by way of England and 60 from
the United States.

In connection with the delivery of these planes
I referred to Lt. Alison's presence in Moscow and
said he was an outstanding expert in the operation of
this type of plane. 1 asked if he would care to have
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Lt. Alison stationed in Archangel in an advisory

capacity, to which Mr. Stalin replied affirmatively.

Mr. Stalin stated that he would be glad 1if we
would send any techniclans that we could to the ESovliet
Union to help train his own airmen in the use of these
planes. He stated that his own airmen would show us
everything about the Russian equipment, which he
steted we would find very interesting.

He described at some length, but not in great
detail as he did in the conference the next day, the
planes which he had available. Mr. Stalin sald the
plane he needed particularly was the short-range bomber,
capable of operating in & radius of 600 to 1100 kilo-
metres, or with a total range of 1200 to 2200 kilometres.

I asked Mr. 8talin what he thought was the best
route to ship supplies from the United States to the
Soviet Unién. Mr. Stalin stated that the Persian Gulf-
Iranian route was not good because of the limited
capacity of the Iranisn reilways and highways. He
stated "Furthermore we do not yet know the view of the
Iranian Government on this subject®.

Mr. Stalin stated that the Vladivostok route was
not & favorable one. I aeamphasized the danger of 1its
being cut off by the Japanese and Mr. Stalin in turn
emphasized the great distence from the scene of battle.

Mr. Stelin believed that the Archangel route was
probably the most practicable. Both Mr. Stslin and
Mr. Molotov stated that the Archangel harbor could be
kept open in the winter by the aid of ice breakers.
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Mr. Stalin pointed out that the only two absolutely
lece free ports in the north were Murmansk and
Kaldalaksha.

I told My, S5talin that my stay in Moscow must be
brief. I wished to accomplish as much as possible in
the short time which I had at my disposal. I asked
Mr. EStalin whether he wished to carry on the conver-
sations personally or would prefer that I would discuss
some of the details with other representatives of the
Soviet Government. I sald that, of course, I would
prefer to confer directly with him but I realized he
had a great many responsibilities at the moment. I
told him that I hed some personal messages from the
President which I wanted to deliver at an appropriate
time.

Mr. Stalin replied, "You are our guest; you have
but to command." He told me he would be at my disposal
every day from six to seven. It was then agreed that
I confer with representatives of the Red Army at ten
o'eclock that night.

I reiterated to Mr. Stalin the appreciation of
the people of the United States of the splendid re-
sistance of the Soviet Army and of the Presldent's
deternination to do everything to assist the Soviet
Union in its valiant struggle against the German
invader.

Mr. Stalin replied with an expression of grati-
tude of the coviet Govermment.

I told Mr. Stalin that I expected to Interview

T e —
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the representatives of the Anglo-Amerlican press
following my meeting and asked whether Mr. 5talin had
any wishes in connection with what I should sey or
whether he would prefer that no interview be held at
all. I told him that under any circumstances the
correspondents' storles would be subject to the control
of his censorship.

To tnis Mr. Stalin replied that anything 1 might
have to say would require no censorship by his
Government.

I expressed to Mr. Molotov my desire to call upon
him and it was arranged that I should see Mr. Molotov
at three the next day.

ity
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CONFERENCE AT THE ¥REMLIN, JULY 31, 1941
- 3 TO 4 Peide

PREEENT: LR. UOLOTOV, FOREICGN COMJLISSAR U.5.5.H.
AdBASEADOR o1EINHARCT
HARRY L. HOPKIWS
dr. Molotov stated that mnile the Soviet-Japanese
relations presumably had been fixed by, first, the

conversations with Matsuoka and, secondly, the neutra-

lity pact signed between the two countries, nevertheless,

the attitude of the new Japunese Government toward the
Sovlet Union is uncertain and, since the Soviet Govern-
ment is by no means cleasr &5 to the policy which the
Japanese Uovernment intends to pursue, it is wateching
the situation with the utmost care.

He stated that the one thing he thought would keep
Japan from making an aggressive move would be for the
President to find some appropriate means of giving
Japan what Mr. Mdolotov described as a "warning®.

Yhile sér. Molotov dld not use the exact words; it
was perfectly clear that the implication of his state-
ment was that the warning would inelude a statement
that the United States would come to the assistance of
the Soviet Union in the event of 1ts being attacked by
Japan.

¥Mr. solotov did not express any immediate concern
that Japan was golng to attack Russla and on Russla's
part Mr. uolotov stuted repeatedly that Russia did not
wish any diffieculties with Japan.

He left me with the impression, however, that it

was a matter of wvery considerable concern to him and

that he felt the Japanese would not hesitste to strike
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if & propitious time occurred. Hence his great interest
in the attitude of the United States towards Japan.

I told Mr., #Holotov that the Government of the United
States was disturbed at the encroachaments whieh Japan
was making In the Far East and I was sure the American
people would not look with any favor on Japan galning
a further hold in Siberia; that our long perlod of
friendly relations between Russis snd the United States,
with our two countries only fifty miles spart, should
be some indicstion of our interest in seeing stebllity
in the Fer &2ast, including Siberia.

I told him that our Government was watching devel-
opments in the Far Eastern situation with great care and
looked with misgivings and concern at the threatening
attitude of Japan, both to the South and to the North.

I told hia, however, that our ettitude towards Japan
was & reasonable one and that we had no desire to be
provocative in our relations with Japan.

I told him I would give the President his message
regarding his, kolotov's, anxlety about Silberla and
hls desire to have the President indicate to Japan
tnat further encroschments would not be tolerated.

I asked Mdr. Molotov what their relatlionships with
China were in the light of new developments and whether
or not they could continue rendering the substantial
material assistance they had been giving to Chiang *
Kai-shek or wnether the Soviet Union's requirements

in its own war with vermany would preclude their con-

tinuing to supply China.
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Mr. Kolotov replied thst, of course, the Soviet
Union's requirements for war meterlal must of nacessity
sdversely sflTect delivery to Chinaj thet while they do
not wish to cut them off entirely ana would continve to
give everything they coulc, the necessities of thelir
own situstion required them to divert the Chinese
supplies to their own battle line. Molotov expressed
the hope that the United “tates wouléd inecresse its own
deliveries to meke good the deficlency caused by
Gerpany's ;Ltuck on the Eoviet Unlon.

I told Mr. lolotov thet the kmerlcen people were
izpressed by the gallsnt defense of the Soviet irmy and i
assured him of the desire of the President to render {
every possibtle aid in the terms of materials to the
Eoviet Union &s speedily as possible.

Mr. Molotov zsked me to convey the sovliet uovern-
ment's thanks to the fresident for sending his personal

representative on this mizsion to Hoscow.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 18, 1941.

MEMORANDUIL FOR
HON. HARRY L. HOPKINS

Will you answer this
and tell him about the B-258?

Fl- Dl R-

I




EJ London

This telegren must be :

c¢losely paraphrased be- Doted September 18, 1941

fore being cormunicated = B

to anyone. (SC) . Réc®d 11:45 ceme

Seeretery of Stote, REGF, oFH
Weshington, UNCLA.&o.i s

4354, September 18, 2 p.n.

PERSOIAL AND SPRIASLL_CONEIDENGEAE FOR THE
PRESIDENT.

Yesterday I talked with Oumansky. He come
in with Maisky. Oumersky had just gotten word
from Weshington that the Russicn air contingent
here would not be given either a B-24 or o-B=17.
He tells me they hed csled for five large bombers,
thet they hed cgreed to take four mediunm bombers
but believed that you were golng to get then one
large bomber with cutonatic pilet end he hoped
with o sperry sight. He felt that the arrival of
this renking group of Russicn airmen in one of our
best planes in Moscow would have o narked psycho-
logical effect ond 1ift confidence there,

Since he told rE he had had his conversctions
with you personally, I thought I should report the
netter directly to you. He cttoched great ine

portence to it,

VIIANT
BB

Ll
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L« BERKEX

Beptember 18, 1941

My dear Mr, Becretary!

It is important that we know on Mondsy the number
of airplanes by types that can be exported froam the
United ~tates each month beginning October 1 through
July 1, 1942, I want this figure irrespective of the
source of funds.

As a rule of thumb, particularly as it concerns
the [-engine heavy bomber, I suggest 50 percent of our
output from January 1 to fuly l, meeting the coanitment
until Jenuary 1 which Generel Marshell and Generzal
Arnold worked out with the bBritish at my conference
with Churchill.

The planes which the British promised the Russians
on & montnly basis will be fighter planes, probably
Hurricanes,

Very sincerely yours,

(o) Frsihl Filbocscieastl—

The Honorable
ihe becretary of War.

HLH/lmb
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eORee- AND MOSY URGENT
18 SEPTEMBER 1944

. FROM: HARRIMAR

T0: HOPKINS orp925
SUPPLEMENTING TODAYS CABLE TO THE PRESIDENT:

THE 239 PLANES PER MONTH THE BRITISH HAVE PROMISED RUSSIA WILL

BE FICHTERS, PROBABLY HURRICANES. WE RECOMMEND, IF THE PRESIDENT

APPROVES OUR SUPPLYING 2Pp AIRPLANES PER MONTH THROUGH JUNE A8

WELL. AFTER GUHSULTIHu, BUT WITHOUT SPECIFIC APPROVAL OF BEITISH,'

GENERAL CHANEY SUGCESTS FOLLOWING:B FOUR ENGINE HEAVY BOUBERS
AVERAGE THREE A WONTH. MODEL B-25, WEDIUM BOMBERS 5 PER MONTH.
MODEL A-2JA, B AND C LIGHT BOMBERS 92 PER MONTH. MODEL P4JE
PURSUIT 439 PER MONTH. WE WILL PROPOSE TOTAL OF 2)3 OBSERVATION
MODEL §-52 LIEU OF LIGHT BOMBERS OR PURSUIT IF WE FIND RUSSIAKS
CAN USE THEU EFFECTIVELY PLEASE ADVISE WHETHER ABOVE SATISFACT-
ORY AS WE MUST BE EXACT AND DETAILED IN OUR PROMISES TO THE
RUSSIANS 80 AS TO AVOID THEIR CLAIMING AT LATER DATE YORE MODERN
TYPES SUCH AS AIR-COBRA ETC., WHICH LAY NOT BE AVAILABLE. WE
ALSO FEEL THAT NUMBER OF TYPES SHOULD BE LIMITED AS FAR A8

PRACT ICABLE . BEEONN THE FORECOING RECOMMENDATION INCLUDES SPARES
EDUCAT IONAL PERSONNEL, IN THE FIELDS OF ASSEMBLY, OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, ALSO AMMUNITION, GARMENTS, AND OTHER SPECIAL EQUIP-
MENT ESSENTIAL TO COMBAT OPERATION OF THE AIRPLANES LISTED.

REC™ " 9ED
UNCLAG <. 122
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) Londen
This telegram must be
closely peraphresed be- Dated September 17, 1941
fore being communicated
to anyone. (SC) Ree'd 6:45 a.m.
. Becretary of State,
Washington. REC;J’! :;:}
TRIPIE FRICRITY.
4321, September 17 11 a.m,
OST URGENT AND &E€REF-TIOR HOPKINS FROM HARRIIIAN.

e have been nmeeting with the PBritish since
arrival lionday afterncon, largely working through
five subcomittees. CGreatest obatazle so far 1is
tanks due to dissppointment on the part of tys
British because the number of tanks available for
export ;n account of the low production figures
used by Embick is so ruch smaller than vhat they had
been 1ed to believe from earlier information. Gen-
eral Uesson tells us that 1000 a month to be reached
in April is not feasible on account of insufficient
guns end ammunition.

Discuasion tanlz is bccamiﬁg acrimonious
particularly because, as you well know, the British
had definitely counted on the large number prior to
January 1 as promised at crulse meeting.

It would

e 2



-2- No, 4321, September 17, 1941, 11 a.m,, fram
London.

It would beg most helpful if you could now
glve me the definite Zigures on tanks by months
and types vhich will be made available for export

through Junt.

WINANT.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

ceptexzter 19, iS4l

alSE TULLY:
Tnis teiegrem is in ansuer

to wr., aspricen's TelE red

i e . :
0Ll ceptember 13 to the
1 aszlige Jou npeve

Lresicent.

T
-t

a copy of ap, durriment
telegraa, If not I will muke
one for you frou the copy

wr'. copkines nas,

u. Berney

B e T
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SEPTEMBER 18, 1941
101 HARRIMAN
LOXDON

PRODUCTION SCHECULES OF TANKS IN THIS COUNTRY WILL
NOT BE BELOW SCHECULES, IN PACT DOING EVERYTHING WE CAN
TO INCAEASE THEM ABOVE SCHELULES, WILL ALVISE YOU MONDAY
OR TUESDAY OF TOTAL NUMBER OF TANKS BY DESIGN AND WONTH
THAT CAN BE EXPORTED FROM THIS COUNTRY 1RRESPECTIVE COF
SOURCE OF FUNLS. ‘

IMPORTANT TAAT YOUR XIS&l0d IN COOPERATION WITH
OTYEAS JOINTLY DETER&INE ON CISTRIBUTIOE OF OUR ZXPORTABLE
TANKS,

ALL THAT I HAVE BAID AEOUT TANES APPLIES EQUALLY
T0 AIRPLALNEE., NO DECISION HAS BEEN MADE BY TilS GOVERNMENT
RELATIVE TO DISTRIBUTION OF BIG BOMBERS AFTER JANUARY FIRST.
WILL ACVISE YOU AT AN EARLY DATE RELATIVE TO NUJBER OF
FOUR ENGINE BOUBERS THAT CAN BE EXPORTED FROM JANUARY FIRST
TO JULY FIRST 1942.

ALTOGETHER PROPER THAT YOU BHOULD D1SCUSS WITH STALIN
VICTORY PROGRAM.

DO NOT ¥1SH Y0U TO DELAY YOUR TIMB' OF DEPARTURE.
INFORMATION EHOULD REACH YOU BY THE TIME YOU ARE IN
MOLCON,

AGREE WITH YOU THAT OFFERS TO RUSSIA BY ENGLAND
AND UNITED STATES SAOULC BB GPECIFIC.

R




- 2 -
ASEUME YOU ME.N THAT WE GEND TOP RAILROAD MAN
TO IRAN AND WILL ARRANGE THIS AT ONCE,
GO0OD LUCK. WILL KEEP YOU CLOSELY ADVISED,
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™ 18 SEPTEMBER 1941
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FROM:  HARRIMAN ¢ o=

d'ﬂ“‘
To:  THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES )I*
COPY TO: HOPKINS o 2

DISCUSSIONS ON ALLOCATIONS TO RUSSIA HAVE BEEN CONCLUDED.
THEY HAVE NOT BEEN EASY BECAUSE OF DISAPPOINTMENT OF BRITISH
DUEFTO 3

(A) REDUCED PRODUCTION SCHEDULES BELOW THEIR EXPECTATIONS.

(B) THEIR HAVING COUNTED ON RECEIVING MUCH OF WHAT WE
NOW OFFER TO ALLOCATE TO RUSSIA.

AFTER A DETAILED ANALYSIS AND ARGUEMENT, THE PRIME

"MINYSTER,CONCURRED IN BY BEAVERBROOK MAKES THE FOLLOWING
SUGGESTIONS:

(1) THE UNITED STATES TO OFFER RUSSIA TANKS AND AIRCRAFT
EQUAL IN NUMBER TO THAT ALREADY PRONISED BY THE BRITISH NAMELY;
2§ AIRCRAFT AND 25§ TANKS PER MONTH OGTOBER THROUGH JUNE.

(2) THIS EQUIPHENT TO BE MADE AVAILABLE FROM LEND-LEASE
OR UNITED STATES ARMY PURCHASES AS ¥OU MAY DETERMINE.

(3) THAT THE TANK PROGRAM IN THE UNITED STATES EBE suB=-
STANTIALLY INCREASED AS TO MEDIUM TANKS AND THAT THE PRODUCT ION
OF LIGHT TANKS BE CONTINUED AT PEAK PRODUCTION RATE WITH THE
HOPE THAT IN ADDITION TO PRODUCTION FROM BRITISH CONTRACTS THE
BRITISH WILL RECEIVE MINIMUM OF 1,5y TO 2,000 OF EACH TYPE
DURING THE PERIOD FROM EXPORTABLE SURPRUS. THIS 13 A HOPE, NOT
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A CONDITION TO OUR RUSSIAN OFFER.,

(4) THE ALLOCATION OF 1;8¢¢ AIRCRAFT TO RUSSIA DURING
THE NEXT 9 MONTHS 18 AN INCREASE OF 6§y AIRPLANES OVER THE
APPROXIMATELY 1,2()§ SUGGESTED BY THE ARMY; THIS ADDITIONAL 6§@
PLANES TO COME FROM THE UNITED STATES ARMY ALLOCATICNS AND NOT
IN FURTHER REDUCTION OF BRITISH UNDER LEND=-LEASZ.

(5) BRITISH SHARE MUCH DISAPPOINTED WITH THEIR ALLOCATION
OF BIG BOMBERS AND AS THEY HAVE BEEN CUT DOKN TO 51 FROM AMER |CAN
PRODUCTION AGAINST AT LEAST 2)§ HOPED FOR THEY ARE RELUCTANT TO
SEE ANY GO TO RUSSIA, WITH THIS VIEW | PERSONALLY AGREE, ON THE

OTHER HAND GENERALS EMBICK, BURNS AND CHANEY ALL FEEL THE MORALE
EFFECT OF BIG BOMBERS ON RUSSIANS IS IMPORTANY AND GENERAL EMEICK
PARTICULARLY EMPHASIZES THE VALUE OF DETERANT EFFECT ON JAPAN.
| WOULD APPRECIATE SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS ON WHETHER TO OFFER ANY .
BIG BOMBERS TO RUSSIA AND IF S0, HOW MANY AND DATE OF AVAILASILITY)

(6) PRIME MINISTER HOPES THAT YOU WILL AUTHORIZE ME TO
TELL STALIN OF THE DISCUSSIONS REGARDING THE VICTORY PROCRAM IN
GENERAL, 'NOT IN DETAIL, AND ALLOW ME TO INDICATE TO STALIN THAT
AFTER JUNE RUSSTANS WILL OBTAIN FROM THE UNITED STARES AND THE
BRITISH THEIR FAIR SHARE OF EXPORTABLE MUNITONS.

(7) HE HOPES THAT WE WILL GIVE ASSISTANCE IN CONNECTION
WITH THE EXPANSION OF THE CAPACITY OF THE [RANIAN RAILROAD SO
NECESSARY TO SUPPLY RUSSIA AS VELL AS ENGLISH AND RUSSIAN TROOPS
IN THIS AREA, HE ASKS THAT WE SEND TOP RA[LROAD MEN TO ADVISE AND
SUPPORT HIS RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PROMPT SHIPMENT OF MATERIAL NEED-
EDe THIS MAN IS NEEDED IN ADDITION TO THE ONE ABOUT TO G0 To

EGYPT,
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_ (8) MEMBERS OF YOUR MISSICN AND GENERAL EMEICK RECOMMEND
ACCEPTANCE OF PRIME MINISTER'S SUGGESTIONS EXCEPT AS NOTED
ABOVE RECARDING HEAVY BOMBERS AND REQUEST INSTRUCTIONS ON THESE
POINTS AND IN ADDITION ON METHODS BY WHICH PROMISES TO RUSSIA
WILL BE FIANCED. DISCUSSIONS REGARDING VICTORY PROGRAM ARE
CONT INUING. L.

' WE HOPE TO LEAVE FOR RUSSIA SUNDAY OR AS SOON THEREAFTER
AS WE RECEIVE YOLR INSTRUCTIONS, WE FEEL IT IS OF THE UTMOST
IMPORTANCE THAT OUR OFFERS TO RUSSIA BE SPECIFIC AND IN DETAIL.
WE ARE FORWARDING RECOMMENDATION IN SEPARATE CABLE AS TD SPECIFIC
TYPES OF AIRCRAFT TO WAKE UP THE ABOVE MENTIONED 2 A MONTH,
ALSO AS TO TANKS AND OTHER ARMY, NAVY AND RAW MATERIAL ITEMS
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' THE WHITE HOUSE
- —e | #7 WASHINGTON

Sept.1l9,1941.

Mr.Forster:

Attached telephoned ;var private
wire to Mr.Long at ?oughkeapsia and will
be delivered to The President when Mr.
Hassett goes out to the house in the

morning.

Tel., & Tel.

i

i me-

10:15FM.




\',/ 19 SEPT 1941

MEMO TO MR FOSTER

EXECDTIVE CLERK
WHITE HOUSE

THE NAVAL AIDE HAS DIRECTED THAT THE ENCLOSED BE TELEPHOMED
TO THE PRESIDENT.

b a7/

LIEUT,U.S.NAVY

CODING ROOM 215¢/49SEPT. 1941

1
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19 Sept., 194l.

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM HARRILAN. (COPY TO HOPKINS),.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH INETRUGTIGNE COLTAINED IN YOUR BTATE DEPARTMENT
CABLF THIRTY NINE ZFRO FOUR WILL LEAVE ON DATE MENTIONED IN MY

ALUSNA EIGHTEEN FOURTEEN THIRTY EIGHT. I ASSUME THAT YOU AFFPROVE OUR
OFFERING RUSSIA TW0 HUNDRED AIRCRAFT PER MONTH AND AVERAGE Dﬁ T%0O
HUNDRED FIFTY TANKS PER MONTH DURING NEXT NINE MONTHS OCTOSER THROUGH
‘JUNE. THE SCHEDULE OF MONTHLY TANK DELIVERIES CAN BE WORKED OUT FROM
THE FIGURES OF EXPORTABLE SURPLUS GIVEN ME BY THE ARMY AND WITH THE
CONCURRENCE OF THE BRITISH. THIS IS NOT TRUE OF THE AIRCRAFT HOVWEVER.
MY CABLE INCLUDFD RECOMMFNDATION MADE AT URGENT REWUEST OF BRITISH
THAT TWELVE HUNDRED COME FROM FIGURES GIVEN AS EXPORTAELE SURPLUS AND
SIX HUNDRED FROM ARMY ALLOCATIONS IN WHICH RECOMMINDATION ALL HERE
INCLUDING GFNERAL EMBICK CONCUR. HOPE WE MAY HAVE DEEISID& CH THIS
POINT. IN ADDITION AM MOST ANXIOUS FOR CLARIFICATION OF METHOD OF

FINANCE EY OUR ARRIVAL IN MOSCOW.

192130.
.af/{-f‘-- ff e m |--"~r7:|~—-‘___
=TT
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19 Sept., 1941

URGENT FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM HARRIMAN. COFY TO HOPKINS.,

PARA ONE. THE BRITISH ARE SHIPPING TO RUSSIA T'rILIS WONTH FIVE THOUGAND
LONG TONS OF ALUWINUM AND HAVE PROMISED TWO0 THOUSAND PERZ MONTH THERE=
AFTER. TOTAL APPROXIMATELY THIRTY THOUSAND TONS. THIS WILL S0 RrDUCE
BRITISH STOCKS THAT THEY WILL UNDOUBTEDLY ASK FOR A SUBSTANTIAL PART
OF THIS ALLOCATION FROM US BY END OF NINETEEN FORTY TWO0. IN ADDITION
THEY ARE PROVIPING SUBETANTIAL QUANTITIES OF OTHER ESSENTIAL MATERIALS
SUCH AS TIN LEAD RUBBER JUTE INDUSTRIAL DIA«ONDS wODL SHOES AND SUGAR.
FORTY THOUSAND TO FIFTY TEHOUSAND TONS OF COPPER ASKED FOR BUT KOWE

AVAILABLE HERE.

PARA TVWO. LIST OF MATERIALS AS SUBMITTED BY OFM REMATNS UNCHANGED
AND WE ASSUME AUTHORIZATICN TO OFFER THIS HELP TO RUSGIA. WILL DIs =
CUSS AVAILABILITY OF TEXTILES OFFERKD BY YOU IN CABLE THIRTY NINE ZERO

2IX ON ARRIVAL IN RUSESIA.

PARA THREE. IT IS BELIEVED HERE THAT LARGE QUANTITIES OF THESE AND
OTHZR RAW MATERIALS LIKFLY TO BE ASKED FOR AT .0S5COW.

ek d2if &%EEI
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THROUQH NAVY RALIO

UCST=SRORET SEPTEMBER 20, 1941
TO: MR. HARRIMAN
AMEAICAN EMBAEEY, LONDON

¢ ,} FOLLOWING DISTRIBUTION OF TANKS BY MONTHS HAS BEEN
e APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT AND HE HAS INETRUCTED ME TO
{ ) BEND IT 70 YOU AT ONCE. THE LIST INCLULES ALL TANKS BY
5 ! MONTHS AND TYPES AVAILAELE FOR EXPORT IRRESPECTIVE OF
L) :j WHETHER THEY GO TO BRITISE OR RUCSIANG. FURTHERMORE
& Z IT 18 AN INCLUSIVE LIST IARPSPECTIVE OF SOUACE OF
- ORIOINAL PUNLS. 1T THEREFORE INCLULES UNITED STATES ARMY

ORDERS, BAITISH ORDERS AND LEND LEASE ORDERS., THE
PIOURES ARE 45 FOLLOWES

. MECIUM TANKS OCTOBER 116 NOVEMBER 184 LECEMBER 304
JANUARY 415 FEBRUARY 425 MARCH 435 APRIL 520 MAY 810
JUNE 785 TOTAL 3994.

LIGAT TANES OCTOEER 183 NOVELBER 180 CECEMBER 180
JANUARY 100 FEBAUARY 110 MARCH 300 APRIL 300 MAY 300
JUEE 300 TOTAL 1953.

THERE WILL BE DIFFICULTIES. IN THE EARLY MONTHS WITH
37 ma AMAUNITION FOR LIGHT TANKS, 75 ma FOR MEDIUM TANKS
AND SOME POSSIBLE SHORTAGE OF 75 ma GUNS. HOAEVER YOU
SHOULD ELOW THAT IT IS THE PRESIDENT'S INTETION T0 GIVE
IMMEDIATE APPROPAIATE PAIORITIES TO EVERYTHINO RELATI! i
TO TANKS.

FURTHERMORE CONFERENCE BEING HELD HERE KONDAY VILL
1 BPLIEVE EUBSTANTIALLY ACCELERATE PROGRAM DURING THE
QOMING MONTHS AND GARATLY INCREASE OUR PRECENT PLANS FOR
TANK PRODUCTION DURING THE NEXT EIGHTEEN LONTHS.
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IT SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD TALREFORE THAT THE ABOVE LIET
18 A MINIMUM WAICH 1 BALIEVE CaN BE FURTHER INCREASED,

IMPOSEIBLE TO GIVE YOU AIAPLANE RIGURES TODAY EUT
BELIEVE PROPOSAL MADE BY BAITISH 15 REASONABLE, DETAILS
HOREVER WOST BE WORKZL OUT AND THESE WILL B2 CABLED TO
¥YOU T0 ROSCOW IMMEDIATELY,

PLEASE ACKNOWLECGE THIS CABLE AND REPEAT FIOURES
T0 BE EURE THERE I8 NO 41ETAKE,

IT WOULD SEEM TO WE THAT IN THE LIGHT OF THE ABOVE
TANE FIGUHES THAT MOHE THAN 250 A MONTA SHOULD BE MADE
AVAILABLE TO RUSEla. BELIEVE PUBLIC OFIFION HERE TO ALD
RUSSIA IMPROVING BUT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE PRESIDENT TO
GIVE YOU LEFINITE INSTRUCTIONS Ab TO METHOD OF FINANCING
ALTHOUGH THERE 15 NO LOUBT IN EIS MINL THAT IT CAN EE
FULLY ®WORKED QUT AND VE WILL XEEP YOU ALVISED, JONES
BAS ALREADY PROMISED TO ADVANCE ONE HUNLRED MILLION
POLLARS FOR PURCHASE OF RAW MATERIALS FROM RUSSIA AND
THIS ARRANGEMENT HAS BEEN AGREED TO BY RUSSIA,

YOUR 4371 PARAGRAPE (D) NO COMsITMENT CAN EE MADE
AT THIS TIME RELATIVE TO TRANSFER OF LEND LEASE MATERIAL
BY BRITIEH TO AUSSIA. THAT POLICY I5 LEPENLENT O
FINAL OUTCOME OF UETHOLS OF PINANCING ALL RUSGIAN
PURCHAEES IN THE UNITED BTATES.

THIS WILL ALEOQ ACKNOWLEDGL . YOUR CABLE ABQUT
ALUMINMUM. ANY TENTATIVE FIOURES AS TO AMOUNTS OF
ALUMINUM TO EE REQUIRED IN RUSSIA SHOULD BE CABLED FROM
MOSCOW. THE LIST OF MATERIAL WHICH PRESIDENT HAS
APPROVED BEFORE YOU LEPT WILL BE DELIVERED. WILL SEND
Y0U MOSCOW MOMLAY CONFIAMING TELEGRAM GIVING PRECIGE
DATES OF DELIVERY OF ALL THOSE MATERIALS,

WILL ALEQ CABLE YOU MONDAY PRECISE INFORMATION
RELATIVE TO “JEEPS™ AND GARAND RIFLES,

HOPEINS

e,




,4?4’%”' \) 9 October 1941,

From: Mr. Earriman
Tos: The President of the United States and
Mr. Fopkins,

™ Beavorbrook end I agreed withStalin to furnish
him LOO airplenes per month for pericd Ootober to June both in-
elusive, the British to furnish 200 fighters per month and the
¥nttéd Stetes to make aveilable 100 fighters and 100 bombers per

month.

It is essential that shipments in these amonte be
initiated at once. To carryout our part of this egreement British
have agreed with us to divert from their share in both Lesse-lend
contracts and their own contracts, during the first ﬁart of this
period up to 300 A 20's provided the borrowed plenes can be returnéd
to the British in like amounts from our later productions as soa_n
as possible, and provided the number borrowed from them is kept to

absolute minimum necessary to insure our fulfilling our agreements.

After exemining oharacteristics of the 0 trajector 52
the Soviets definitely concluded they can not use this type and do
not desire it to be shipped to them. They are very doubtful of be-
1qg abte to use the A trajeotor 29 due to its inadequate speed, de=
fensive arament and ermor. All their operations are in face of

fighter opposition even over Black Sea. Their urgent request was

for bombers with a radius of action of about 375 miles with bomb load

ra



Page 2.

of one ton, with good speed and defensive armaments and armor at
th; rate of 300 per month.

As this was impossible they desire the A trajector 20
and what we can give of the B trajector 25's; I am convinced that
bombers furnished must have adequate defensive armament and armor
to be of use to Eoviets and that their operating perscnnel are
fully capable of flying and maintaining our best and letest equip-
ment. Based on above I urgently recommended that the U.S.S5.R. be
allotted 900 P trajeoctors 4O trajector E, 828 A trajector 20 and
72 B 25's in the emounts of 100 bombers and 100 fighters per month
beginning with Ootober.

In edditicn to the 141 Tomahawks and 2 R.A.F. squadroms
totalling 4O Hurricanes now operating on Russlan front the British
have shipped from England 100 Hurricanes in September and will
ship 200 in Ootober, all to arrive in Archangel before first week
in November. Russiemswish our aircraft shipped to Archangel as well

for the present.™
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\" LJ# VIA NA¥Y RADIO
SECRED— OCTOBER 13, 1941

TOs AMERICAN EMBASSY
LONLON

FOR HARRIMAN FROM HOPKINS

THE PRESICENT TODAY SENT THE FOLLOVING MESSAGE TO
STALIN.

WE ARE SHIPPING OCTOBER 94 LIGHT TANKE AND 72
MEDIUM 32-TON TANKS WITH EPARE PARTE AND AMNUNITION.
MOST OF THEGE WILL LEAVE THE UNITED STATEE BY
OCTOBER 15.

WE ARE SHIPPING 100 BOMBERS AND 100 OF OUR REWEST
FIGHTER PLANEE WITH SPARE PARTS AND AMMUNITION. THEGE
WILL BE PLACED ON SHIPS LURING THE NEXT TEN LAXYS.

VE ARE SHIPPING 5500 TAUCKL DURING OCTOBER AND
LARGE AMOUNTE OF BARBEL WIRE. ALL OTHER MILITARY
SUPPLIES WE PROMICED FOR UCTOBER ARE BEING SWIFILY
AG.EMBLED TO BE PLACED ON &4IPS.

THREE SHEPS LEFT THE UNITED STATEE YESTERDAY FOR
RUSGIAN PORTE. KEVERY EFFORT BEING SALDE TO RUSH OTHER
EUPPLIES.

HOPKINS



VIA NAVY RADIO
~SRCRET— OCTOBER 13, 1941

TO: AMERICAN EMBASSY
uoscow

FOR STALIN FROM THE PRESIDENT

WE ARE SHIPPING OCTOBER 94 LIGHT TANKE AND 72
MEDIUM 32-TON TANKS WITH SPARE PARTS AND AMMUNLITION,
MOST OF THESE WILL LEAVE THE UNITED STATES BY
OCTOBER 15.

WE ARE SHIPPING 100 BOMBERS AND 100 OF OUR NEWEST
FIGHTER PLANES WITH SPARE PARTS AND AMMUNITION, THESE
¥ILL BE PLACED ON SHIPE DURING THE NEXT TEN DAYS.

WE ARE SHIPPING 5500 TRUCKS DURING OCTOBER AND
LARGE AMOUNTS OF BARBEL WIRE, ALL OTHER MILITARY
SUPPLIES WE PROMISEL POR OCTOBER ARE BEING SWIPTLY
ASSEMBLED TO BE PLACED ON SHIPS.

THREE SHIPS LEFT THE UNITBD STATES YESTERDAY FOR
RUSCIAN PORTS. BVERY EFFORT BEING MADE TO RUSH OTHER
SUPPLIRS.

ROOSEVELT

;/gzﬂijpx;wff é?f ‘ﬁk{k /



VIA NAVY RADIO
SECREY OCTOBER 13, 1941

TO: AMERICAN EMBASSY
MOSCOW

FOR STALIN FPROM THE PRESIDENT

WE ARE SHIPPING OCTOBER 94 LIGHT TANKE AND 72
MEDIUM 32-TON TANKS WITH SPARE PARTE AND AMUUNITION.
MOST OF THESE WILL LEAVE THE UNITED STATES BY
OCTOBER 15.

¥E ARE SHIPPING 100 BOMBERE AND 100 OF OUR NEWEST
FIGHTER PLANES WITH SPARE PARTS AND AMMUNITION. THESE
WILL BE PLACED ON GHIPE LURING THE NEXT TEN DAXS.

¥E ARE SHIPPING 5500 TRUCKE LURING OCTOBER AND
LARGE AMOUNTS OF BARBED WIRE., ALL OTHER MILITARY
SUPPLIES WE PROMISEL FOR UCTOBER ARE BEING OWIFTLY
ASSEMBLED TO BE PLACED ON SHIPS.

TAREE GHIPS LEFT THE UNITED STATES YESTERDAY FOR
RUSEIAN PORTS., BVERY EFFORT BEING MADE TO RUEH OTHER
SUPPLIES.
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1941, Wel. I, @General, The Soviet Union
rapes B5/-§52.

RL)J 'fhf-f"j'



(Fdate : Resain

COFY TELEGRAN Oet, 30, 1941 ,7

TO: MR, STALIN

T HAVE SEEN THE PROTOCOL OF THE CONFERENCE HELD IN MOSCOW
AND DISOUSSED THE DATA CONTAINED THERET! WITH THE MEMPERS OF OVR
MIsSTON,

' I HAVE APPROVED ALL OF THE ITENS OF MILITARY EQUI® ENT
AYD MUNITIONS AND HAVE DIRECTTD THAT THE UTI'OST EXPEDITION RE USED
TO PROVIDE SO FAR AS TOSSISLE THE RAW UATTRTALS., T HAVE ORDTOND
THAT DELIVERIES PEGTY AT ONCE AYD BE VAINTAINTNG IN THE GREATEST
POSSIRLE VOLINME.,

I ORDER TO EEMOVE ANY FIVANCTIAL ORSTACLES I HAVE ALSO
DTRRCT D THAT ARRAVGENENTS °8 EFFS0TTD DNEDIATTLY WHURSRY SHIDMENTS
UP T0 THE VALUE OF ONE BILLIOY DOLIARS MAY PR MADE UNDER THE LEvD
LEASE AOT,

i I PROPOSE, SUBJROT TO THE APTROVAL OF THE COVIIINENT OF
THE U.5.8.R,., THAT IO INTEREST BE CHARGED O THE INDEBTEDNESSE INCURRED
AS A RTUSULT OF THESE SHIPUENTS AND THAT THE PAVMENTS O SU0F INDERTED
YESS BY THE GOVERIMENT OF TIE U.S5.5.R. EGIN ONLY FIVE YEADS AFTER
?HE CONCLUSION OF THE WAR AND CONPLETTD OVER A PERTOD OF TE) YEARS
THEREAFTER, '

I HOPE THAT YOUR GOVERMMENT CAN AREANGE TO MAKE SPECIAL i
EFFORTS 70 SOLL THE UNITED STATSS 5UCH COMMODITIZS AND RAW VAT RIALS |
AS VAY BE AVATLAPLE AND OF WHICH THE UNITRD STATES MAY BE IN URGENT
NETD, THT PROGEEDS OF SUCH SALTS TO THE GOVERNWMENT OF THE UNITED



S

STATES TO BE CREDITED TO THE ACCOUNT OF THE SOVIET GOVFRMMENT,

T WANT TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS THE APPRECIATION
OF THIS GOVERIMENT FOR THE EXPEDITIOUS WAY IN WHICH THE SUPPLY
CONFERTNOE IN MOSCOW WAS HANDLED BY YOU AMD YOUR ASROCIATES AND
TO ASSURE YOU THAT ALL OF THE IMPLICATIONS OF THAT CONFER=NCE

WILIL RY CARRIED OUT TO THE LIMIT,
T TRUST YOU WILL NOT HESITATE TO GET IN TOUCH WITH ME

DIRECTLY SHOULD THE OCCASION REQUIRE IT,

ROCSTVELT

= =l

/
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM DATED OCTOBER 30 TO
MR, STALIN

I have examined the record of the Moscow Conference
and the members of the mission have discussed the detalls
with me, All of the military equipment and munitions
items have been approved and I have ordered that as far
as possible the delivery of raw materials be expedited.
Deliveries have been directed to commence immediately
and to be fulfilled in the largest possible amountes,

In an effort to obviate any finaneial difficulties
immediate arrangements are to be made so that supplies
up to one billion dollars in value may be effected under
the Lend-Lease Aet. If approved by the Govermment of the
U.8.8,R, I propose that the indebtedness thus incurred
be subjeet to no interest and that the payments by the
Government of the U,5,5,R, do not commence until five
years after the war's conclusion and be completed over

a ten-year period thersafter.

I hope that speeial efforts will be arranged by
your Government to sell us the availall ¢ raw materials
and commodities which the United States may need urgently
under the arrangement that the proceeds thersof be
oredited to the Soviet Government's account,

At m:-ppcﬂmwlmtutﬂlmurlh-

appreeiation
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appresiation of the United States Government for the
expeditious handling by you and your associates of the
Moseow supply oconference, and to send you assurances
that we will ocarry out to the limit all she implica-
tions thereof, I hope that you will communiocate with
me direotly without hesitation if you should so wish,
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MISS TULLY: .

This,telegram was sent in the
President's name by Mr. Hopkins today.

' L. BERNEY M
10/31/11 M
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TELEORAN VIA NAVY RADIO ( )

U -rINT October 31, 1941 : //
T0: STALIN A/
THROUGH THE AMSRICAN SMBASSY

SECRET POR STALIN FROM THE PRESIUENT
1. It was agreed in the Confidential Protocol of the Moscow Supply
Conference that the possibility of supply of a mumber of items you
requestod was to be investigated,

Investigation shows that in addition te the items definitely
offered in the Protocol the following items can be made available
as requested and I have so directed,

Item 7, Fleld Telephone Apparatus,

Item 8, Fidd Telephone Cable,

Item 9, Underwater Telegraph Cable,

Item 10, Submarine Cable,

Item 11, Aluminum and Duralumioum,

Item 18, Rolled Brass,

Item 22, Tubes and other manufactures of copper,
Item 31, Hot-Rolled Steel,

Item 32, Steel Billets, Chrome-Silicon-Manganess,
Item 33, Cold-Rolled 5teel Strip,

Item 34, Cold-Rolled Steesl Sheet,

Item 35, Tinplate,

Item 36, Steel-Nire

Item 37, Stesl-Wire-Repes,
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Item A1, Barbed Wire,

Item 45, Petroluss-Products,

Item A6, Ethyleme Glyeol,

Item 47, Sodium Bromide,

Item 48, Phosphorus,

Item 52, Colloxylinm,

Item 58, Abrasives,

Item 59, Graphitised Elsctrodes,

Item 64, Sole Leather

2, The items listed below can be made avallable in part or
require further mutual study:

Item 6, Trucks, 5,600 immediately and 10,000 monthly thersafter.
Diffioulty will be shipping.

Item 14, Nickel, the full amount of this item will be supplied
Jjointly by United States and Great Britain in equal amounts for the
next three monthse; further amounts %o be subject to later considerations.

Item 19, Magnesium Alloys. Cannot be supplied from the United
States at the present time. Study of the poseibilities will be
continued,

Item 20, Eleotrolytic Zine, the full amount of this item will be

upmgdmwmuum States and Great Britain as follows:
Great Britaim will supply the full amount for October, the United
States will supply the full amount for November and each will supply
750 tons momtjly thereafter.

Item 21, Bimetal, requires further study of possibilities of

supply.
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Item 23, Perrosilicon, 300 tens menthly,

Item 24, Perrochrome, 200 tons menthly. Immediate study will
be given to possibilities for further expansion of American produstica
of Perrosilicon and Perrochrome with & view to increasing menthly

amounts if possible.

Item 25, Armor Plate, 1,000 tens monthly for the present. It
may be possible teo inorease monthly supplies of this item laler as
capacity is emlarged.

Ttem 26, Hard alloys and cutting tools, 100,000 dallars meathly.
Item 28, !ligh-Speed Steel, 100 tons monthly for the present.
Further study will be givem to possible increasss in monthly amounts.

Item 29, Tool Steel, 500 tons monthly.

Ttem 30, Calibrated Steel, requires further study as to possibilities
of fabrisatien.

Ttem 38, Steel Alloy Tubes, 200 tons monthly.

Item 29, Stainless Steel Wire, 20 tons monthly.

Item 40, Nickel Chrome Wire, 20 tons monthly.

Item A2, Toluel, 2,000 tons menthly and 10,000 tons of TNT as
soon &8 poseible.

Ttem 43, Witroglycerine Powder, Powder of the chemical compositien
specified is not manufastured in thie ecuntry. Studies are being given
by representatives Amtorg and U.3. Army to the possibility of using a
comparable powder manufactured in this country.

Item 44, Phemol, AOO tens before the end of the year and 750 toms
monthly thersafter.

Item 49, Dibutil-Phtalate, 40O tons before the end of year and
300 tons monthly thersafter.
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Ites 50, Dimethylaniline, 100 tons menthly beginning November;
200 tons monthly beginning March 1942.

Item 51, Diphenylamine, 100 tons menthly.

Ttem 53, Metal cutting machine teols, is receiving further joimt
study by Great Britain, United States and Amtorg.

Item 54, Electric Purnaces, 140 pieces definitely, further
amounts dependent upon specifications.

Item 55, Porgings and Press Equipment, 627 pieces definitely,
further amounts dependent upon specifications,

Item 56, Various Industrial Equipment, every assistance practicable
will be given, satisfaction or particular requisitions being dependent
upon specifications.

Ttem 66, Army Boots, at least 200,000 pairs monthly available
and alresady offered to Amtorg.

It-i?.ll':m,“llﬂulhllm“m specifica-
tions but one million yards woolen overcoat cloth will be available
upon requisition over next four menths.

3. Purther commuhications will be sent shortly on navy and
medical supply lists.



——

Published in
Stalin's Correspondence with Churchill,

Attlee, Roosevelt and Truman, 1941-19U5

Yol. 1. Page 15
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PARAPHRASE OF THE TEXT OF A LETTUR ADCRESSED
BY MH. JOSEF STALIN UNDER DATE OF NOVEMBER 4,
1941 TO THE PAESILLAT.

The Ameriocan Aabsssader, Nr. Steinhardt, through
Nr. Vyshinski, presented to me on November 2, 1841 an
alde memoire contalning the contents of yo-ur message,
the exaot text of which I have not yet received.

First of all I would like to express my sincere
thanks for your appreciative remarks regarding the ex-
peditious manner in which the conference was handled.
Your assurances that the deocislions of the conference
will be oarried out to the limit is deeply appreciated
by the Soviet Governaent.

Your decision, Mr. President, to grant to the Soviet
Union & loan in the amount of one billion deollars subjeot
to no interest charges and for the purpose of paying for
armaments and rav materials for the Soviet Unlon is
agoepted with sincere gratitude by the Soviet Uovernaent
as unusually substantial aid in its diffiocult and great
struggle against our common enemy, bloodthirsty Hitlerlsa.

1 agree completely, on behalf of the Governament of
the Soviet Union, with the conditions which you outlined
for this loan to the Soviet Union, namely that payments
on the loan shall begin five years after the end nf the
war and shall be completed during the following ten-year

perled.
The

: ""f"t,-‘,fr.‘ ' f':l.-l-: Yt



natY BdRD

-

The Government of the U.S5.8.R. stands ready to
expedite in every possible way the supplying of avail-
able raw materials and goods required by the United
States.

I an heartily in accord with your proposal,

Mr. President, that we establish direct personal

oonteaot whenever ciroumstances warrant.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

CoPY

November 25, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I gather that what is re=ally behind this
is that in the light of the whole strategic
situation as it is in the world today the Navy
feels it would be unwise to send a carrier,
Hence, unless you decide otherwise, we are
going to move these planes at once by merchant
ship, although, as I have told you, the
Maritime Commission is having a good deal of
difficulty getting enough ships.

HARRY L. HOPKINS

(Notation in President's hand writing)

H.L.H.

0.K. but say to them from me:
Hurry, Hurry, Hurryl

F.D.R.

e
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SEOHET
Memorandum for the Fresident.
Sub ject: Pransportation of Defense Ald Alreraft for the USSH.

1. The monthly averase of Defense Ald airplanes for the USSH
which must be transported from U.3. ports to Basra, or posalbly alter-
nats ports such as Kerachl or Bombay, is approximately 100 P-40E,

100 A=20 and, after Jeanuary, 12 B-25's. The distances ilnvolved are:
Hampton Hoads to Basra, 12,452 miles, or San Diego to Basra via Torres
Etl‘n.it.. 12’350 miles.

2 The following comments have resulted from conferences wlth
representatives of the Army, the Navy and the Maritime Commission.

S The Army plans to send officers and men to Basra for assembly
of planes. The Maritime Commission 1s prepared to furnish trensporta-
tion for- personnel to meet the Army's requirements. Thus the use of
a carrier for this purpose does not appear to be necessary, since it L=
estimated thet & carrier with accompanying crulser escort would not
averace over 15 kts, whereas the ship selected by the Maritime Com-
misslon would probably not be appreciably less.

A carrier could transport sbout 53 assembled P-40 planes.
However, since Basra 1s some distance up river, the carrier would have
to fly off planes and dlacharge personnel, spare partsz, etc. at sea
some 90 miles from Basra, which would involve a difficult lightering
problem.

With allowances for refueling en route, unloading and re-
covering pilots, 1t is estimated that about &7 days would be required
for the round trip.

The use of the Havy's ex-Sea Train ships which are completing
their conversion was also studied. The combined capacity of these two
ships would be only 64 P-40's or 20 P=40's pluas 20 A-20's per month.
These ships ers sorely needed to transport both Army"and Nevy plenea to
outlying stations.

4, The Maritime Commission, however, is prepared ©o undertake
the delivery of planes. There are many carge ghips whnich can carry &0
to 120 P=-40 planes since these are crated. The B-25's ars to be un-
crated and, due to theilr size, must thus be carried on the upper decks,
but since there are so Tew of these, it presents no problem. The
original plan in the case of the A-20's was to transport these in an
assambled condition. These are large planes and thus it presented a
difficult problem, if a total of 100 per month were to be delivered.
The Haritime Commission's studies indicated that using all avallable
gships, including the Navy's two ex-Sea Train ships and two large ore
carriers, no more than 65 A-20's could be delivered per month in an
assembled condition. As a result of this the Army is now making plens
to permlt most of these planes (A-20's) te be shipped in a disassembled
condition, with assembly to be undertaken at or near the unloading port
which must in eny event be done with the P-40 type. Under these condi-
tions the shipment of the 100 A-20 planes can be handled by the Laritlme
Commission each month.

5. Any merchant ships which are used to deliver elrplanes to the
Klddle East can on thelr return voyage bring to the United States eriti-
cal and strategic materials.

Gy Since the Maritime Commission is prepared to deliver the planes
in the quantities and within the time limlts desired, and is also able to
furnish transportation for the necessary Army personnel reguired for
assembly and piloting, 1t is recomended that this be done.

H. R. 8tark.



PF-40 Delivery Rates per month.

Verious Vessels

Capacity Turn around Rate
(each)
Seatrains (2) log 95 G4
Carrier (1) 83 8l 30

Merchant ships controlled by Maritime Commission will have
capacities of 60 to 120 P-40's in erates. S8ince they will
return via ports at which they load other materials, their
turn around will vary widely. Their rate of delivery will
be adequate. e e S S
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