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ROME, FEBRUARY 28, 1940

At 10 a.m. on Monday, February 26, the day after my
arrival in Rome, Ambassador Phillips accompanled me to my
firet interview with the Minlster for Forelgn Affairas.

Count Clano recelved me in his office in the Chigl Palace,
the temporary Ministry of Forelgn Affalra, the permanent
Minigtry being now under conetruction in the 1942 Exposl-
tlon grounds.,

Count Clano made an impression upon me qulite different
from that which I had antieipated, From his photographs,
and from the reports which had been given me by persons who
had been in contact with him, I had pletured him as over-
whelmingly filled with a sense of hls own lmportance. In
my conversations with him I found him gquite the reverse.

He looks older than his thirty-eight years, but appears to
be in exceptionally good phyelcal condltion. Hle manner was
eordial and quite unaffected, and he could not have been
gimpler nor more frank in the expression of his views. He
gpeaks easlly in colloquisl English,

I commenced the interview by saying how much I ap-
preclated the courtesles which had been shown me on my ar-
rival by the Govermment, and how much I welcomed the op-
portunity of talking with the Chief of the Government and
with himeelf in order that I might report the views so com-
municated to me to the Prerasldent and to the Secretary of
8tate. I ecaid that I wished to make clear at the outset
my very strong conviction that during these past yeara re-
lations between Italy and the United Statee had been far from
gatisfactory. I was going to be quite frank in adding that
I believed there had been misunderstandincs and misapprehen-

glone on both sides, errors of omiesion and commlesion by
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both parties, regrettable attacks upon the United States
in the Italian press, regrettable apeeches in criticlsm
of the Itallan Government in the Unlted States, and that
I felt sure the Minlster would agree with me that the time
had now come when in the best interests of both countries such
& sltuation, which had no real reason for exlstling, should
ceage. Count Clano immediately said, "I fully agree; It
is not a question of forgetting the past, because there
really isn't any 'past'; but we must at once start in with
a completely satisfactory 'future!.”

I then went on to say that the President desired me
to refer to what he himself had said to Ambassador Colonna
a little whlle ago in expressing hle own great satlefac-
tlon at the great change which had recently taken place on
the part of public opinion in the United States with regard
to Italy. The President wighed me to emphaslze the real
pleasure of the American Government that the American people
were viewlng in so friendly a manner the efforts whiech the
Italian Government had made to avert war, and with such
favor the policy of neutrallty being pursued by Italy since
war had broken out. I saild that thles very friundlr feeling
in the United 8tates towards Italy on the part of the
publie was fully ghared by my own Govermment, and created,
I hoped, a particularly propltious moment for an immediate
return to that cordiality of relations between our two
countries which for so many generations had been traditional,
At thle moment, the United States, in complete harmony with
the other American Republics, constituted one great
neutral influence; Italy constituted the other. In the
interest of clvilization 1tself it seemed to me desirable
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that those two great neutral influences should pull
together, and not apart, so that, i1f at any moment there
seemed to be an opportunlty for the establishment of
world peace, of a permanent and stable nature, those
two great neutral influences could effectively cooperate
morally together for the construction of lasting and
sound peace foundations.

The Minister very heartily concurred,

I sald that eince I was happy to see that we were
in full agreement on thies premise, I believed 1t might
be desirable to emphaslze in some practical and open way
the friendly relationship between our two countries. The
Amerlcan people had been greatly impressed with the
aplendid contribution which Italy had made both to the
New York and San Franclsco Expositiona. My Government
had also greatly appreclated the decision of the Itallan
Government te continue this coming year ite participation
in the New York World's Falr., I sald that I was glad to
tell the Minleter that the day I left Washington a bill
had been introduced in the United Statee Senate providing
for the appropriation of $2,000,000 for participation
by the Unlted States in the Rome Expositlion of 1942, and
that the President was personally interested in seeing
that thls legislation be enacted, I felt that this would
constitute a practical demonstration of the kind I had in
mind.

Count Clano expressed hies very great satisfaction.
He sald this Exposition, while constituting a permanent
embellishment of Home--gince all the new Exposition bulld-
inge would eventually become Government offices--would be
in reality Mussolini's monument, and that participation
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by the United States would be profoundly mpreclated by
the Duce.

I continued by saying that another desirable and
practical demonstration of cordiality befween us would
be an inerease of beneficlal trade relations. At thise
moment all neutral countries found thelr normal export
trade severely curtailed, It would surely be helpful to
Italy and the United States to find some satlsfactory
method of enlarging a mutually beneficial volume of trade
between them, I emphasized that, of course, to make pos-
sible such an arrangement the two Governments must find
a meeting of minds as to principles and policles, but
that I hoped that friendly study and consideration of all
of the factors involved might pave the way for the de-
eired solution,

The Minister once more heartlly concurred, and said
that the experts of his Government would be at our dls-
posal whenever we desired them, Since the Ambassador had
told me that Count Clano does not interest himself in com-
mercial questlions nor in any econemic problems, I dld not
continue in any detall thls tople of conversation.

I then sald to the Minister that he was, of course,
fully familiar with the purpose of my mission. I sald that
I was directed by the President to report to him upon
the present possibllity of the establlishment in Eurcpe
of & stabtle and lasting peace--that was the only kind of
peace in which my Government was interested; the President
waes not interested in any precarlious or temporary peace
which would, in essence, be no more than a patched-up
truce,.

I felt 1t desirable to make very clear that I was not

empowered
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empoweraed to offer any proposals, neor to enter into any
commitments, I would, however, be most grateful for any
views which the Minlster might care to exprese to me, and
the l?niutar ocould be conf ident that any views so expressed
would be maintained by me as completely confidentlal and
as solely for the information of the Presldent and of
Becretary Hull.

The Minister sald that he fully understood the
gltuation, and that he would talk with me with the
utmost frankness, And that he proceeded to do.

He commenced by saylng that he was glad that I did
not intend to offer any propossls, or any set formula
ag to a poesible peace treaty. He doubted whether the
moment was propltious for any effort of that character.

I took ocecaslon at this Juneture to remark that I
had been privileged to follow from a dletance his own
brilliant career and to estiMate with much admiration
his own efforts to prevent war at the end of August, and
gince that date, to limit the epread of war. I sald that
I wae particularly interested in knowing whether the .
Itallan Government was stlll considering the possibllity
nf the kind of a meeting between repreeentatives of the
belligerents which it had suggested last August 31.

Count Clano sald that €he initiative then taken had
been his own 1dea, taken, of course, after consultation
with Mussolini.

He got up and from a safe took out his famous red
dlary in which he records in hls own handwriting his
dally activities. He read me excerpts from it covering
the period in queetion, It appeared that during the three
days commeneing Auguet 31 he had been conetantly on the
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long distance telephone, speaking personally with
Foreign Ministers Halifax and Bonnet and with Hitler him-
gelf, urging a meeting between them and Mussolini to be
held at SBtresa on Beptember 5, He had recorded that
Hitler 'had agreed to such a meeting on Beptember first,
but that he had had no replies from Bonnet and Halifax
until September 2, and that while the latter had then
agreed in prineiple, Hellfax had inslsted that as a
conditlon precedent German troops must be withdrawn
back beyond the German frontler with Poland., Clano felt
that if the reply from Hallfax had come on September first,
Hitler would have agreed to this condition, but that by
8eptember 2 German troops had advanced ao far and German
military enthusiasm had reached such a plteh, as to make
thie condlition lmpossible of acceptance,

The Minister doubted whether any elmilar meeting
at this time would be productive of any useful purpose.

Count Clano then epoke at very conesiderable length
of German-Italian relations. He spoke with no effort at
concealment of his hearty dislike of Ribbentrop. He sald,
"If Hitler wante anything--and God knowe he always wants
enough--Ribbentrop always goes him one better.” He like-
wise made 1t clear that he bitterly resented not only the
lack of courtesy shown the Italian Government by Hitler
in falling to consult it with regard to German polioy, but
also by what he claimed wae Hitler's complete disregard
for the terms of the understanding between Italy and Germany.

He stated that during the past summer when he had
twice conferred with Hitler and Ribbentrop, the subject
of the negotistions then progressing between the Soviet
Unlion and France and England had, of course, come up for
discussion, The Germans had told him that in order to
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impede these negotlations they were attempting to con-

clude a commerclial agreement with Rueesla, and that this
would be merely in the nature of "a petit jeu", "Can you
concelve,* Count Clano added with great bitterness, "of

our belng asked to regard a military alllance between
Germany and Communiet Rusela as beinz merely "a petit Jeu'?"
"Do you further realize," he asked, "that Hitler called

me on the telephone only on August 21 last to announce the
conclusion of this alliance to me, and that before I had
even had time to get Muesoclini on the telephone to break the
news to him, thle very radio in my own office here was car-
rying the report already broadcast to the whole world?®
"That," he sald, "was the way in which Italy was advised

as to German forelgn polioy." "And with regard to Poland,"
he continued, "the clear-cut terme of our understanding
with Germany provide that if Germany undertskes any mili-
tary adventure, Italy must be first afforded the opportunity
of consultation., We did everything we could to prevent the
inveslon of Poland, but we were never given any real chance
to exert any influence upon Hitler to prevent 1t."

The Minister went on to say that the Itallan Govern-
ment had the deepeast sympathy for the "real Poles®, It
belleved that Poland must be reconstituted. To that end
the Itallian Goverrmment continued to recognize a Polish
Embasey in Rome, and the Minister himself continued to
epend a great part of his time in bringing what influence
he could to bear upon Germany to mitigate the severity
of 1ltes treatment of Pollsh nationals in occupled terri-
tory.

The Minister then talked about Russia and Russeian
policy. He sald that Italy had always proclaimed that

Russian
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Ruseian policy was frankly lmperislist in that the Soviet
wae bending every effort, at timees in one way, at other
times in another, to bring about the hegemony of Soviet
influence in every part of the world, At the game time
Russla had been maintaining that 1t only desired world
peace, and that any form of conquest wae abhorrent to 1it.
Now he sald that maek had been removed, and Ruseis hsad
been revealed not only as avld for communist revelution
throughout the world, but likewlse as determined to con-
guer as much territory in Europe as 1t could get away with,
Agalnat this he sald Italy would stand "like a wall",

The sympathy of Italy was overwhelmingly with Finland,
The reaction in Italy agalnst Russlan occupation of Poland
had been extreme; but it had been violent against the
asgault on Finland, He stated that the Italian Govern-
ment had furnished Finland with munitions and airplanes,
and that when Germany had refused to permit the planes
to be shipped by rall through Germany, they had been sent
by sea.

I agked Count Clano if any volunteers from Italy had
been permitted to go to Finland. He said not, but that
the reason for this was not any objlectlion on the part of
Italy to thelr fighting againat Fussia, but solely because
Italy did not think Finland coculd hold out for long, and
that if any considerable number of Itallans fought in the
Finnlsh army, and Finland was defeated, it would be
very difficult for Italy to repatriate her own nationals
without actually declaring war on Russla, which she was
not prepared to do because of Finland. For geographical
reasons Italy ocould not do what she had done in Bpain.

The Minister doubted whether the Allles would render any

effeotive ald to Finland before 1t was too late.
With



= 0=

With regard to the Balkans, the Minister sald I
undoubtedly knew all that Italy had done to preserve
peace in that region., He alone, he sald, through his
meeting with Count Ceaky in Venlce had persuaded Hungary
to refrain from provoking a conflict with Rumania so long
as the present war continued, and Hungary had now agreed
not only to postpone her claims for the territorial
readjustments she desired, but also teo refraln from
prese attacks against Rumanla.

Italy had definitely entered into an agreement with
Rumania--and Count Ciano emphaslized that thls agreement
wag completely secret--that if Rusela attacked Rumanla,
Italy would at once come to the asslstance of Rumania,
not through open declaration of war on Rusela, but
through the furnishing of every form of military assistance,
ineluding the furnishing of troops and alrplanea,

The Minlster here inter)ected that while volunteers
had not been permitted to go from Italy to Finland, Itallan
aviators had gone in some numbers, and that today Count
Clano'e private pllot was leaving to fly an Itallan bomber
on the Finnish front.

Italy would keep Russla out of the Balkana, and would
do her utmost to keep the Balkans out of war, Italy had
no interest in the Balkane save the preservation of peace,
and the fomenting of Italian trade interests in that
reglon.

At thle point, Count Clano reverted to Germany. He
eald, "No country would want to have Germany as a neighbor.
We now have her as a neighbor, and we must do the best we
can to get on with her.

"You will wonder why Italy did nothing at the time of
the Dollfuss amssassination, and nothing later when Hitler
occupled Austria, I will tell you, for there is a great

deal
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deal of misunderstanding on that score. There are many
people in Austria today who are unhappy, who are tor-
mented, many who wish the Anschluss had not tsken place.
But, ae an Itallan, I tell you the great majority of
Austrians would even today rather be a part of Germany
than have to live the life they lived in independent Auetria.

"Before the ocoupation of Austria Dr, Schuschnigg
came to Rome, and, sltting in the same chalr you are
sitting in, (and at this I shifted in my seat), he ad-
mitted to me frankly that 1f Germany occupled Austria the
majorlty of Austriane would support the occupation, and
that if Italy sent troops into Austria to prevent the
ocecupation, the Austrians as one man would Joln with
the Germans to fight Italy.

"For that reasson, when peace terme are conaidered
it would be stupid to support the Prench thesis that an
independent Austria must be reconstituted. If any coun-
try would logically desire that objective it would be
Italy. But Itely knows that the Austrians are primarily
German, aml that an Austrian people will never be content
te go back to the state of starvation and inanition which
they endured for twenty years after 1918.°

In October last Count Clano sald he had spent two
daye in Berlin conferring with Hitler. At that time--
and he emphasized the worde--he belleved Germany would
have been willing to agree upon a peace based upon the
retention of Austria, or a pleblscite in Austria--knowing
full well that a real pleblscite would result in an over-
whelming vote in favor of continued amalgamation with
Germany; an independent Blovakla, and an independent

Bohemia-Moravia, both under the protectorate of Germany;

and
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and the reconstitution of a completely independent Poland,
Germany retaining Danzig, the Corridor and the territory

in Western Poland cccupled by German minorities, and Russia
retaining eastern Poland, removing therefrom the truly
Polish inhabitants to the new Pollish state, which would

be given accese to the sea. Q(erman peace terms at that

time lilkewlse comprehended the return of her former colonial
possessions or their equivalent.

¥hether Germany still maintained this posgition, Count
Clano was not sure,

Throughout our conversatlon Count Clano made no
effort to conceal his dislike and contempt for Ribbentrop
or his antagonlem towards Hitler, He did not hide his
anxlety with regard to Germany and his apprehension with
regard to her military power, At the same time he in-
dicated not the slightest predilectlon towards Great
Britian or Franoce.

Hie chief interests at the moment, I would judge,
are to arrest by every means Russlan expansion in the
Ealkans and Near East; to maintaln a balance between the
Allles and Germany so that Italian neutrality may be pre-
served and so that when peace negotiations are undertaken,
Italian claims may receive preferential consideration;
and finally to take every s afeguard avallable to Italy
egainst Cerman domination of Southeastern Europe.

Qur interview took place in a very beautiful hall
of the Palace, hung with tapestries. The moving-ploture
apparatus had been already installed. As soon as the
convergatlion terminated the moving-ploture men were sent
for, and the Minlster posed with me for a rather unduly

protracted
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protracted period, That was the only time I saw the

"gheat out, chin up" Clano of which I had heard. TUntll
the cameras began clicking, he could not have been more
human, more simple, nor more seemingly frank in every-

thing he esald.






ROME, FEBRUARY 26, 1940

Accompanied by the Ambassador and by Count Clano's
chief of cabinet, I called at 5 p.m. on February 26th
at the Palazzo Venezia where I was received by Mussolini.

I entered the Palace by the side entrance used by
the Duce, and going up in a small elevator was escorted
through a long corridor hung with paintings, and filled
with vitrines holding examples of old Italian porcelain,
to a hall where Count Clano was walting to recelve me.
From there we passed to the Hall of the Orand Fasclet
Couneil, which, while on a far smaller seale, and hung
in blue instead of red, is reminiscent of the Hall of
the Doges in the Doges' Palace at Venlce, At the end of
the Hall is a ralsed and very large armchalr for the
Duce, while on a lower level, around a horseshoe table,
are other chairs for the members of the Grand Counecil.
The walls are hung with superb portralts.

After a wailt of three minutes, we were summoned to
Mussolini's office in the "Sala Mapa Mondo"., The hall,
of which so much has been written, ls very long, but did
not impress me as so long as usually depleted by newspaper
correspondents. There ig no furniture except the desk of
the Duce at the extreme end, with three chairs placed in
front of it for the Ambassador, Count Clano, and myself.
on the desk waes a reading-lsmp, which was the sole 1llumina=-
tion in the whole vast room.

The Duce met me very cordially at the door, saying he
wae particularly happy to welcome me, and walked with me

the length of the hall to hls desk. He greeted the
Ambassador
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Ambassador very pleasantly, making no reference whatever
to the fact that he had been unwilling to recelve him for
over & year,

I waes profoundly shocked by the Duce's apnearance,

In the countless times I had seen him in moving pletures
and in photographs, and in the many descriptions I had
read of him, he had always seemed to me as an active, qulick-
moving, exceedingly animated personslity. The man I saw
before me seemed fifteen years older than hie actual age

of Tifty-elght. He was ponderous and statie, rather than
vital. He moved with an elephantine motlon., Every step
appeared an effort, He 1s very heavy for his height, end
his face in repose falls into rolls of flesh. Hls close-
¢lipped halr is snow white{ During our long and rapld
interchange of vlews, he kept hls eyes shut a considerable
part of the time, opening them with his dynamic and of t-
described wide-open stare only when he deslred particularly
to underline some remark. At his side was a large cup of
tea which he sipped from time to time.

Mussolinl impressed me aeg & man laboring under some
tremendous strailn; phyeical unquestionably, for he has
procured a new and young Italian mistress only ten daye
ago; but in my definlte Judgment, mental as well, One could
almost sense a leaden oppreession,

Count Olano commenced the conversation by saying
that Museolini desired him to act ae interpreter, since
in view of the importance of the conversation he would
prefer to speak in his own language rather than in French
or in English,

I pald that I wanted firat of all to exprese my

gratitude
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gratitude for the many courtesiees shown me, and for the
privilege of being received by Mussolinil and hie Minleter,
I then handed Mussolini the President's autograph letter.
He found it difficult to read the President'e writing,

and asked Clano to translate it for him, As the reading
went on a smile of gratification came over Mussolini's
face, and with the last sentence in which the President
expressed the hope of seeing him soon, he emiled openly.
"I have hoped for a long time," he gald, "that thles meet-
ing of which I have heard so often would really take place,
but I am beginning to fear that there are too many milee
of ocean between us to make i1t possible." I quickly in-
terjected, "But, of course, there are half-way points,
which would halve that dlstance". He stopped smiling,

and loocked at me searchingly. Then he added slowly,
locking at me all the time, "Yes, and there are ships to
take us both there." He paused a moment, and then reaching
over and taking the President's letter out of Clanc'e
hands, said, "I will answer thisg letter personally."

At the outset of our conversation I referred to
American participation in the Exposition of 1942 and to
the desirablility of studying the possibllity of agreeing
on euch policies and principles ae would make poesible
more satisfactory commerclal relations between the two
countries. It was evident that Clanc had already reported
to him our conversation of the morning, since he referred
to notes he had made,

Musgolinl expressed great appreclation of the Presl-
dent's interest in the Home Exposition., He said that
while he hoped peace would be reestablished before 1942,

the
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the Exposition would be held in any event, It would
represent his own endeavor to bulld up the new Italy
and the new Rome,

He expressed his hearty concurrence in the view
that relations between Italy and the United Btates
ghould be close and friendly both in the interest of the
two peoples &s well as in the interest of the reestabllsh-
ment of world peace. He sgald there was nothing he would
welcome more than incressed trade relatlions with the
United Btates, since Italy's trade was increasingly
prejudiced due to war conditions, and to Britleh war
policies. He eald he trusted a commercial treaty could
be negotisted to mutual advantace, and that now that
every other nation of the world, including the Boviet,
had recognized the Ethioplan conquest, that technical
point would no longer be an impediment to the Unlted
Btates.

I sald that I was specifically authorized by the
President to speak very frankly to him in that regard.
The Presldent felt that recognition of the Empire by
the United States would not be an obetacle, provided
that guestion were a part of a whole general and permanent
peace gettlement and readjustment, especially 1f it were
accompanied by some utilization by Italy of some portlen
of Ethiopla for the settlement of European minoritlee.
But the President wished me alsc to remind Museolinl very
frankly that we could not regard the matter as an lsclated
question, because of its inevitable relation te our whole
problem in the Far East,

Mussolinl smiled and said 1f he had to walt untll
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we had concluded our negotiations with the Japanese,

he was afrald he would have to walt a long time, since
there was no race that took a more interminatle tlme

in finishing any negotlation than the Japanese. In view
of what I said, he added, pending further developments,
1t would be better to envisage the conclusion of a more
ample modus vivendl, rather than a commerclal agreement,
and on that he hoped both sides would make every ef fort
to agree.

I then spoke to Mussolinl of the inquiry addressed
to my Government to the other neutral powers, asking
whether they dld not consider 1t desirable to exchange
views with regard to the poseibility of finding a common
point of view concerning a future sane international
economie eystem, and concerning post-war reduction and
1imitation of armaments. I said Italy had in reply acked
what the views of the United States might be in these
two regards, I stated that I had brought with me & brief
written statement of the views of the United States with
regard to a sane international economle relationship,
and that since I knew well the views expressed by
Musgolinl himself in his address to the Chamber of
Deputies on May 28, 1834, I felt sure the views of my
government colncided very completely with hie own,

Mussolinl at once ssked for the paper and read 1t
word for word. As he read, he commented, His comment
on the first paragraph was "molto bello, I agree with
every word, Unfortunately, however, Italy hns never bean
in & position where she could anticipate a situation where she
would have access on eudal terms to raw materials." When

he
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he came to the portion which releted to dlseriminatione,
he gald, "and could there be greater digeriminationa than
thoee found in the Ottawa sgreements? Or in the tariff
poliey pursued by the United States prlor to the Roosevelt
Adminlstration?"

When he hsad concluded hie reading he sald, "I eub-
gerlbe to every word in this. It colncides completely
with what I said in 1934, and what I believe now. But
you must remember that Italy was the last country to
enter upon an autarchic system, and she did so solely
g a last resort, and in self-defense. A poor country
1ike Italy had no other remedy after Eritaln had entered
on the Ottawa policy, and after the other Eurcpean na-
tions had adopted autarchy, and France had imposed her
quota systems and other restrictlons. This policy out-
1ined in this document represents the ldeal which natlone
must come to, but I want to remind you that if and when
the time comes that natione agaln can trade freely with
each other, no such ideal as this can be realized unless
gimultaneocusly the powers agree upon a practlcal and
positive disarmament plan. BSo long as peoples are draln-
ing their national economiea in the censtructlon of
armaments, there can be no hope of a sane international
economic relationship.”

I, of course, stated at once that the Fresident and
Secretary Hull fully shared these views. I sald 1t was
exactly for that reason we had suggested that 1f tha
neutral powers could now agree upon the prinelplee he
had set forth, the neutral influence would be of great
gervioe when peace came in bringing these 1deals into
practical reallization.

Mussolind
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Mussolini replied that in hils opinion the only
neutral powers which had any influence were the United
Btates, Japan and Italy, and that Italy was not tech-
nically a neutral because of her relationship to Germany.
(This was hig only reference in our conversation to the
Axix.) He sald that when peace came the influence of
the United Btates would be decisive, and that our views
on economic reletions, which he would support, would have
to be accepted, if we lnsleted,

But he felt that no efforte at moral influence at
this time would prove effective. What was required be-
fore any constructive steps could be taken was the find-
ing of a just political peace in Europe.

I then aald that as he already knew I was charged
by the President with the duty of reporting to him on
the present poseibilities of the establishment of the
bases for & permanent and stable peace in Europe. I
would greatly value Museolini's views, and I was sure
he knew from Count Clano that any views he expressed to
me would be reported solely to my Presldent and ESecre-
tary of State.

Mussclinl said he knew thias, and that he would
speak to me with utmost franknees., He would answer any
questions I degired to ask.

He then set forth what he believed would be the
terms GQermany would accept. Austria to remain a part of
the Relch after a pleblecite had proved Austrlan deter-
mination in that regard; an independent Slovekla and
Eohemia-Moravia under German protection. He then came

to
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to the question of Poland, He drew himeelf up and

with much vigor sald, "The Poligh people have a right

to thelr untrammeled independence and soverelgnty, and

I will support them in that endeavor. But that does

not mean that Poland should agaln become a crazy-quilt

of diverse netionalitlies. The polson of Europe during
these past twenty years has been the question of minorities.
That cardinal error must not be committed again, The
real Germans of Danzig, of the Corridor, of Posen should
remain in the Relch, but the real Poles should have thelr
free Poland, with access to the sea." I interjected,

"How about the real Poles who are now under Russlan sub-
Jection?" Mussolini answered that they gshould emigrate
from Russian controlled Poland to the new Polieh state
juet the way in which Germans were emigrating from the
Upper Adige back to Germany. "What other golution ia
there, " he sald, "unless we are all prepsared to fight
Ruseia?" In saying this he gave me no impression of be-
ing bellicose.

He then stated that I should attribute great lmo-
portance to Hitler'e apeech of February 23rd, That speech
hed been precise: "Vital intereste in Central Europe"
meant what he had just indlcated, and colonial restoration
wae the additional factor., Germany, he believed, had
every right to such a position in Central Europe, and
there could be no lasting peace unless such a solution
were found.

He quickly added, "And when peace negotiations are 3
undertaken, Italy's Just claims must be gatisfied. I

have



have not raleed them now because the mad-house which

1s Europe will not etand further excitements. But

there can be no peace which 1s real until Italy has free
egress from, and access to, the Mediterranean. You

have Jjust come to Italy on the REX, You were held up

at Glbraltar by the Eritish and mails and passengers

were taken off, In the western Medlterranean you have
seen for yourself that we are the prisoners of the
Eritlsh. Do you mlso realize that an Italian cannot send
a ship from Trieste, an Italian port, to Massowa, another
Italian port, without having the British take off half
the cargo? How would you like it if the Eritish did that
to your shipe plying between New York and New Orleana?"

Museolinl spoke with the greatest bitterness of
the Eritish, but he gave neo evidence whatever of antagonism
towardas the French,

He thenmme hack to the questlion of peace terms,

He eald that in his Judgment the Allles gravely under-
estimated the military strength and the efficlency of
the organization of Germany.

I then asked him the flat question: "Do you con-
elder it possible at this moment for any successful negotia=
tions to be undertaken between Germany and the Allies
for a real and lasting peace?"

Hie anewer was an emphatic "Yes", He sald that of
one thing he was profoundly certain, and that was that
none of the peoples now at war desired to fight. The situa-
tlon now in that regard was utterly different from that
which exlsted in 1914. He went on, "But I am equally sure
that if a 'real' war breaks out, with its attendant

alaughter
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slaughter and devastation, there will be no possibility
for a long time to come of any peace negotiation."

He paused, and I asked him if he would glve me any
suggestions as to my conversations in Berlin, He sald
he would be glad to be helpful, but he belleved I would
be told in Berlin more or less what he had Juet sald %o
me.

In conelusion, I said that Count Clano had been good
enough to ask if I would talk with him azain before I
salled home., I sald I would welcome the privilege of
talking also with the Duce before I departed for the
United States. He replied, in a very friendly way, that
he would be glad to talk with me agaln at any time, and
that he believed he would probably receive reports from
Berlin, Paris and London after my vielte to those capl-
tals, which would be of value to the President and my-
gself, before I returned to Washington. It was agreed
that if my plans made it possible for me to return to
Rome on March 16 or 17 I would see him agaln af that
time,

Mussolini then got up and jolned me on the other
aide of his desk. He spoke to me in English for a while
and then turned into French., I asked him if he i1l rode
every morning, and he sald that he did, but that he had
now taken up a new sport, tennls; that he hed always
throught of tennis as a young ladies' game but that he
hed now discovered that it was almost as hard exerclse as
fencing., He was delighted to eay that he had that very
morning beaten his professional 8-%,

He walked with me to the door, gave me a particularly
gordial handshake, and sald he would look forward to seelng

me again,






BERLIN, Friday, March 1, 1940,

At noon on the day of my arrival in Berlin I was es-
ported to the Faeign Office Buillding, adjacent to Blemarck's
old Chancery in the Wilhelmatrasse, by the Chief of Protoeel,
Herr von Doernberg, to an interview with the Minister of Fore
elgn Affairs, Herr von Ribbentrop. Mr., Kirk, the American
Charge~ d'Affairee, who had never previously been received
by Ribbentrop, accompanied me at my request to the interview,

Every o flclal of the Fareign Offlice wae dressed in
military uniform, and at the top of the stalrs, after pass-
ing the two sphinxes at the portal which date from Bismarck's
time, there were stationed storme~troopers in stained uniforms,

After walting in an snteroom for three minutes, I waa
shown into Herr von Ribbentroo's office,

The Minister recelved me at the door, glacially, and
without the semblance of a smile or a word of greeting, I
expressed my pleasure at being afforded the opportunity of
talking with him, and spoke in English, since I knew that he
spoke English fluently, having passed-—a8 a wWine salesman--
several years in England, and four yearsa in the United States
and Canada, The Minister locked at me icily and barked at
the famous Dr., Schmidt, the official interpreter, who stood
behind him, "Interopret!,

We then sat docwn, The Minister turned to me and amsked
in German whether I had had a comfortable Journey. I turned
to Dr, Schmidt, and eaying in English that I had lost my
facllity in epeaking German, expressed my appreciation of
the courtesy of the German Government in sending a nrivate
car to the border and an official to meet me there,

I then sald that I believed it desirable at the outset
to make quite clear the nature of my misslon. I was Ie=

quested by the President to vislt Italy, Germany, France
and
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and ﬁnglgnd to report to him on the exlsting situatlion,

It was the President's desire to ascertain whether there
existed anypossibility of the establishment of a sound and
permanent peace in Eurcpe, I wished to emphasize that my
Government wae not interested in any orecarious or tempaorary
peace, Whatever views the offielsls of the German Governs
ment were good enough to express to me would be regarded as
golely for the information of the President himeelf, and o
the 3ecretary of State, and for no other individual, snd in
ponelusion I desired to make it very clear that I had, in
the name of my Government, no proposals to offer, and ne
commitments whatever to put forward on the part of the United

States,
I should be sppreciative of any views the Minister de-

sired to express to me,

Ribbentrop then commenced to speak and never stopped,
except to request the interpreter from time to time to
translate the preceding portion of hie discourse, for mare
than twe houra,

The Minister, who 18 a good locking man of some fifty
years with notably haggard featuree and grey halr, sat with
hie arms extended on the sides of hie cheir and his eyes con-
tinuously closed, He evidently envieioned himself as the
Delphic Cracle,

He started in with the subject of American-German rela-
tions, He sasid that relations between the two countriee had
been steadily deteriorating for several years, and thet so
far a8 the German Government was concerned, there was no
reason for such a eituation, It desired to maintaln eclose
and friendly relations between the two countries. A year and
a half ago the United States had withdrawn its Ambassador,
Mr, Wilson, for whom he, the Minister, and the Fuehrer had

the
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the highest regard, and in consequence the German Reich had
withdrawn ite Ambaessador, Such a situation was in detrliment
to the best intereste of the two peoplea, The German Govern-
ment believed expanded trade relations between ocur two coun—
tries were highly deeirable, Buch were now impossible under
present conditions, The German Government had no feature in
1ts foreign pnlicy which conflicted with the intereste of
the United States: no ambitions which in any sense implnged
upon the Western Hemisphere; and insofar as internal matters
were concerned, all representatives of the German Government
had received the moet etringent orders never to interfere,
directly or indirectly, in the domestic polioclies of the
United States, nor in thoeg of any other American Republie,
8ince all of these thinge were so, the Minleter concluded,
he could see no valid ground whatever for the completely
unsatiefactory atate of relations between the United States
and Germany. He eould only assume that lylng propaganda

had had a preponderant influence,

At this point I determined it wae wlser for me to re-
frain from making the reply I deeired to make until the end
of the Minister's dlecourse, He was 8o obviocusly aggreseive,
g0 evidently laboring under a violent mental and emoticnal
strain, that 1t seemed to me probable that if I replied at
thie Juncture with what I intended to say, violent polemice
was presumably ensue, with the vposeibility that thinge would
be sald that would not only make my interview with him en~
tirely unfruitful, but which might aleo Jeopardize the inter-
view I wvas scheduled to have with Hitler on the following
morning,

The Minieter then continued, He passed to a narration
of Germany's participation in European history, ae he saw 1%,

from
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from January 30, 1933, the day Hitler became Chancellor,
until the present time,

The German occupation of the Rhineland had been the
first etep in the reconstruction by Germany. That ¥was a
step which today was accepted by the entire world as a
rightful step, a8 a step which returned to Germany an
intrinaic part of Germany, and as a step which marked the
end of. the régime of Versailles, The Minister said that
he was glad to remember that I myself in public addresses
had eriticized the inequities of Versallles,

Then had come the consollidation o Austria into the
German Reich, Thie had marked the union of twc severed
portions of the old German Empire, of the old Roman Empire,
and had brought back into cne German family German peoples
who had alwaye desired such union since 1919, It had been
attalned without the shedding of blood and 1in accordance
with the will of the overwhelming ma)ority of the Austrian
pecple,

Then had come the Sudeten question, Here agaln the
German Government had desired no more than the return to
Germany of German peoples, who had been ground down under
Czech domination for twenty years, He detalled the efforte
which Hitler had made to achieve a friendly solution o thie
problem with the Czechoslovak Government, and the continucuse
obetacles which other Governmentse had placed in the way of
such an understanding, He narrated--it seemed to me from
memory=-all of the pages in the German white bocke which had
led up to the agreements of Munich.

He emphssized the agreement entered into by Chamberlain
and Hitler., And what had happened only a few weeks later;
Chsmberlain and his Duff Coopers, Edens and Churchills had
announced in the British Parlisment that Eritain was embarking

on
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on the bigzest armament program of its entire history eo
that "no agreement like Munich would ever agaln be neces-
8arily accepted by the Eritish Government", (I 4id not
remind the Minister that neither Duff Cooper, Eden na
Churchill was at that time in the British Cabinet.)

From this moment on in the Minister's monologue, the
word "England, England, England" punetuated his sveech like
the toll of a funeral bell, I could not help but think of
the "Gdt Strafe England" of the years 1917=1918,

The keystone of Hitler's faeign policy had been the
ereation of close and cooperative relations with England.
From the year 1833 on Hitler, time and time again, had con-
sulted England on the eteps he had intended to take, and
time and again England had not only repulsed his overtures
with ecorn--and the German ward "Hohn" came out like the
hise o a snake-~but had with ecraft and with guile done her
utmost to prevent the German people from once mare assuming
their rightful vlace in the family of natione. Hitler had
no ambitione which conflicted with the maintenance of the
integrity of the Eritish Empire; on the contrary, he be=
lieved the lntegrity of the British Empire was a desirsble
and a atablllizlng factor in the world. For that reason he
had entered intoc the naval agreement of 1935 with Great Britain,
voluntarily pledging Gammqta a minimum naval ratio, ae a
pledge to England that Germany had no deeigné upon the Empire,
Until the last moment Hitler had sought peace and understand-
ing with England, elways to find hatred, scorn and trickery
ag her reward,

Germany had of fered to guarantee the frontiers of the
new Czechoelovakia sgreed upon at Munich. But hov could

this commitment be carried out? The new Czech authorities
had
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had proved weak tools of the enemles of Germany, They had
been unable or unwilling to prevent forelgn agents from
stirring up agitation and from concocting nlots, with the
ponnivance of the Czechoslovek military, againset Germany.
How could Germany guarantee the frontiers of a natlion which
was being deliberately turned into a menace to the heart of
Germsny? That, and that alone, had been the reason for the
osooupation of Bchemia and Moravia, and the support by Germany
of the independence of Slovakia, and the consent by Germany
for the earlier movements affecting Czechoslovak territory
by Poland and Hungary.

And then the Minister turned to Poland,

The Fuehrer had always maintained that the eepsration
of the German clty of Danzig from the Reich, and the complete
divorce of East Prussia from Greater Jermany were oroviaions
of the Versailles Treaty which could not endure, But at the
game time he had been convinced that these questions could be
golved satisfactorily by means of a direct underetanding be-
tween Poland and Germany. In that soirit the noneaggression
pact between Germany and Poland had been entered into, Early
in the year 1938 negotiations had been commenced between the
German Far eign Office and Colonel Beck loocking towards the
restoration of Danzig to the Reich, and the granting to
Germany of an extraterritorial moter road and rallroasd across
the Corridor between (reater Germany and East Prussla. Theee
econversations had prospered, They had reached a comnlete
agreement in prineiple when Colonel Beck had visited Berlin
and Berchtesgaden early in 1539, In a few months, granted
there had been no foreign interference, the entire arrange-
ment would have been concluded to the entire satiefaction
of Poland, and Germany would have ablded permanently by

this settlement.
And
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And what had happened? The German Government now had
the complete archives of Warsaw., It had incontrovertible
proof that England had incited the Polish Govermnment to re-
fuse to conclude this agreement; it had incontrovertible
proof that England had incited the Poles to determlne upon
war against Germany, and i1t had incontrovertible proof that
atatesmen of pountries not in the slightest degree connected
with the issues involved had urged the Polish Government to make
no eoncession of any nature to Germany.

Here the Minister paused and looked polntedly at me,

My belief is that he desired me to understand that the German
authorities have records of representations made to Poland
by Bullitt through Eiddle and the Pollsh Ambassador in Parls,
in addition to Bullitt'e telephone conversation with Biddle,
already published by the German Foreign Office.

Finelly, the German Government had proof that the British
guarantee of military support had been thrust upon Poland,
againet the wishes and advice of Colonel Beck, and solely as
a means of versuading Poland ageinst resching any falir under
gtanding with Germany.

When this stage had been reached the Polee had undertaken
every kind of cruel repression against the German minority in
Poland, The German Government had attempted time and again
to polnt out to Poland the dangerous resulte of such a policy.
Ta ture and mutilation of Germans were so unbelievable that
the Minister would give me photographs and documentary evi=
dence if I so desired,

And finally Germany, to protect Germans in Poland, and

ad a means of self-defense againat Polish mobllization had
been forced to take military action. Bhe had even at thie

last moment attempted to keep peace with England and France,
The
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The Fuehrer had made every effort to make clear to England
and France that Germany wished in no way to endanger Eritieh
or French security. It had been England and France who had
i1nsisted upon declaring war on Germany., Germany would not
have declared war on England and France,

Germany wished for nothing more in Europe than what the
United States possessed through the Monroe Doctrine in the
Western Hemisphere, A8 a great power she was entitled to
the safeguarding of her vital interests, He had been in
the United States, and he knew how every Amerlican citizen
felt, and he thought quite legitimately, that the preserva-
tion of the Monroe Doctrine was fundamental in insuring the
safety of America's world poeltion., OGermany was entitled
to the same situation in Centrsl Eurcpe, Germany desired
nothing more than the unity under the German Relech of the
German people in Europe; the return of the colonies which
had been etolen from her at Versaillea, soc that she might
thence obtaln the raw materials she could not herself pro-
duce, and make possi ble the profitable emigration to them
of German nationals: the ensured recognition by the other
Great Powers of her sphere of influence in Central Europe=s
Just me she was willing to resepect the spheres of influence
of the other great European powers; the independence and
autonomy of the smaller powers of Europe which had a olear-
ly established historieal right to independence., With regard
to such nowera, the Minieter said, Germany had not the faintest
deeign upon them, slthough she must expect that in trade mate
ters the independent powers within her sphere of influence
would have close economic ties with the Reich, And in that
connection I must not forget that one thousand years ago

German Emperors hed been crowned in Prague., Germany, however,
had



=

had no desire or intention of preventing the Czech peonle
from having thelr complete cultural and munlelpal autonomy=-
something which the Germans in Czechoslovekla hed never noa=
pegeed under Czech rule,

Germany must have her "Monroe Doctrine" in Central
Europe. ©She would never again dlecuss any question affect-
ing her interests in Eastern Eurove except with Soviet
Russia, and with Russla she had alresdy reached a complete
and satisfactory delimitation of interests in that area.
But the days of encirclement=w=of British and French polit-
ipal meddling in Central and Eastern Europe——were passed
and forever,

(It was particularly significant that Italy wae never
mentioned by the Minister throughout the conversation,)

British poliey made any such recognition of German
rights impossible==Britain was determined to annihllate
Germany and the German peonle., In Oetober, Hitler had
publicly announced the bases upon which he was willing to
make peace, They had again been rejected with contempt,
Only last night Eden had publicly declared that the war
alm of England was to destroy "Hitleriem", The Miniseter
wanted me to know that every German national wae a part of
Hitler, The destruction of "Hitlerism" meant only the
destruction of the German veople, for Germany wWould never
again be governed by any form of government other than
Hitlerism,

Germany was strong and completely confident of ultimate
vietory, She had immense military superimity, and from her
eastern and southern neighbors she could obtain the raw
materials she required, BShe was prepared for a long war,
tut the Minister was confident it would be a short war,

Germany
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Germany wanted peace, but only on econdition, the
Minister sald, "that the will on the part of England to
destroy Germany is killed, once and for all. I see no
way in which that can be accomplished except through
German victory. "

By the time this stage had been reached, I sald I
would not attempt to speak at asny length, but that I could
not refrain from making certain commente upon what the

Minister had said.
First of all, the Miniaster had referred to American-

ferman relations and had drawn the inference that propaganda
was responsible for their bad condition, I seid I had no
doubt that propaganda was active in almost every vpart of the
world, and that I felt very deeply, with my own Fresident,
that the more peoples drank from the well of truth, and had
freedom of true information, the more peaceful and happy
the world would be,

But if the Minister thought that the uneatisfactory
gtate of American—0erman relations was due to propaganda,
he was 8adly deceived, The American pecovle, I sald, were
ideslistie, emotional people, profoundly moved by humani-
tarian conslderations, They resented in thelr inmost soul
the 1ll-treatment of human beinge in any part of the world,
The cruel treatment of minorities in Germany was one of the
two compelling causes of American feeling towards Germany.
The other was the overwhelming feeling in the United States
that international controversies can and must be settled by
pacific methods, and that the use of force, such a8 had been
exercised in recent years, destroyed international relations
and those bases of international 1ife which alone could give

real security to the United S8tates and to other natlons,
Thoa a,
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Those, I sald, and not propaganda, were the real reasons for
the feeling in the United States towards Germany, 8o far as
trade relations were concerned, the Minister must know that
80 long a8 Germany pursued her present autarchile nolicy and
indulged in every form of dlserimination against ue, there
wae no opportunity offered the United Btates for imoroved
trade with Germany.

With regard to the Minister's reference to the de=
airability of having Ambassasdors in Berlin and Washington,

I would be careful to report to the President the Minister's
cbeervations, but I wanted to make 1t clear that my Govern-
ment had every confidence in Mr, Xirk, the American Chargé
d'Affaires, (Here the Minister interjected that he had
only "good revorte® of Mr., Kirk, but that he had been re-
ferring to the rank of the representation, and not to the
individual.)

I further desired to refer to the Minister's reference
to the Monroe Dootrine, for 1t seemed very olear that the
Minister was laboring under a misapprehension as to the
nature of that polley. Many years ago, I was quite willing
to admit, the Monroe Dmx trine had been occcasionally misin-
terpreted by earlier adminietrations in the Unlted States as
entitling the United States to exercise some form of hegemony
in the Western Hemiephere or to intervene in one way or another
in the affaire of our neighbors, But the Doctrine had never
in reality been other than a unilateral declaration by the
United States that 1t would not nemit any non-Amerlican nower
to exercise any kind of eway, military or political, within
the Western Hemisphere, It had never implied the excluslon
by the United States of none-American powers from having the
same trade relaticne with the other American Republies such
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as we ourselves possessed, and on equal terms, It had

never rightfully implied the assumption of any nolitiecal
gontrol by ue over our neighbors, At this moment, I wase
glad to say, a new relationshinp existed in the Western -
Hemisphere, The Monroe D trine existed, and would continue
to exiept, bt only in its true interpretation, and it was
now reinforced by the unification of all the American Repub-—
liee in the common poliey of coneldering any menace from
abroad to the peace of any one Republlc a8 a menace to tha
peace of them all. The United Btates was an equal partner
in a nartnership of twenty-=one partners,

If, consequently, the Minister desired to use the
term "Monroe Doctrine" as synonymous with the term "ephere
of influence", whether nnlitical or economie, he should
find some mare accurate synonynm,

Finally, I eaid I would, of course, regard it as in~
appropriate to comment upon the remainder of the Minister's
exposition, That would be outside of the scope of my miasion,

I believe, however, that if a war of devastatlion now
took place all that clvilization held most dear, all the
remaining materisl and social structure of Eurcpe, would be
in great part destroyed, The loss of lives would be appall=
ing, No eountry on earth would remain unaffected, and the
United Statee as the most powerful neutral would suffer every
form of repercussion upon her own soclal, commercial and
finanelal etructure. It was for that reason that my Govern—
ment hoped most earnestly, while there was 8till time, that
there might 8till exist the way towards some durable and just
peace, The President of the United States had offlcially
stated last year, as the Minister knew, that if the way to
a Just political peace ocould be found by the natione direct=
ly concerned, of which the United S8tates was not one, my

Government
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Government would participate whole=heartedly in a
parallel common attempt to bring about a real limita=
tion and reducticn of armaments, and a return by the na-
tions to a sane economic system of international trade
relations. On these latter two points, as the Minister
doubtleas knew, my Government Was8 even now discusslng
the poseibility of finding common viewa with the neutral
powerse, All of these opportunities towarde a return to
a world of security, eanity and progperity would be
grievously, if not fatally, orejudiced, 1f a War of
devastation now broke out,

The Minister made a brief rejoinder, He attemoted,
without success, to modify his interpretation of the
Monroe Dootrine, He exporessed the hope of the German
Government, after the war wae over, of belng able to
return, in cooperation with other powers, to a liberal
international trade system, With regard to the prevention
of a war of devemstation, he sald over and over agalsm, "We
have not attacked England, She has attacked ua, I see no
way by which we can attain the peace we want and which we
seek, save through German victory.,"

I then terminated the interview, wWhich had lasted
from midday until quarter before three,

Ribbentrop has a completely closed mind, It struck
me a8 alséoc a very stupid mind, The man 1s esaturated with
hate for England, and to the execlusion of any other
dominating mental influence., He 18 olearly without back=-
ground in international affairs, and he was gullty of a
hundred inaccuraclies in his presentation of German polley
during recent years,

I have rarely seen a man I dieliked more.






BERLIN, Friday, March 1, 1940

At 8ix o'clock I called upon Staatssekretdr von
Welzsa'cker in his office at the Forelgn Office, Hie
position corresponde to Under Secretary in our system,

Herr wvon Welzsldcker 18 a typloal examnle of the
German official of the old echool of the nineteenth
century. He is reminiscent of the first Bernstorff and
of the first Bdlow, and not of thelr more famous sona,
He is, I believe, sincere, and spoke throughout our
hour's talk with deep feelling.

He had had a particularly hanpy home life—=very
typloally German in the devotion to him of hias three
gons, Hie greatest pleasure, he told me, wae when he
and his wife and the three boye could have an evening
of chamber music together in their house, Today the
family 18 shattered., His youngest son of twenty was
killed in the Polish war, The other two scnsa are serv-
ing on the Weatern Front,

He 18 retained at the Faeign Uffice, I was told,
solely because of his expert knowledge of German forelign
relations, and is never permitted to advise on poliey.

I outlined to the Under Secretary the nature of
my mission,

At the econeclusion of my atatenant,_tc which I added
some excerpte of my earlier conversation with Herr von
Ribbentrop, Herr von Weizslcker hesitated a moment and
faid, "I am going to be quite frank with you, I have
been striectly instructed not to diecuse with you in any
way any subjeet which relates directly or indirectly to

the possibility of peace,"
He
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He then drew his chalr towards the center of the
room, and motioned to me to do likewise, (I assumed
that the omnipresent German Secret Folice dictaphones
must be installed in the walle rather than in the cetral
1ighting fixtures,)

We had for a while a desultory conversation, in the
pourse of which he tock cocaslon to eg hcw highly he
regarded Kirk, who, in hie opinion, had done wonders in
a singularly difficult seituation, and I gorresponded=--to
his obvious pleasure--ty saying that I thought Thomsen in
Washington had shown great tact and discretion in an
equally difficult situatlon,

I then reverted to my conversation with Ribbentrop.
I said that if the feeling of the German Government was
ps decisive as that of Herr wvon Ribbentrop that wak was
the only course, I would be needlesely taking up the time
sf the German suthorities by prolonging my stay. I said,
however, that while, a8 Herr von Weizslcker would be the
first to appreciate, my conversatione in Rome would be
regarded as entirely confidentisl by me, I, nevertheless,
felt entirely able to tell him that my impressions after
talking with the Duce were that in the latter's judgment
a bagis for a Just and leseting peace could etill be found
before 1t was too late.

Herr von Weizeloker thought a good three minutes be-
fore saying anything, He then leaned towards me and said,
Wit 18 of the utmost importance that you 8ay that personal=
1y to the Fuehrer.,"

I walted a moment myself, and then asked: "Let me
have your personal advice, for I am now asking an entirely

pereonal and individual gquestion., Do you belleve that any
suggeatlons
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suggeations for neace conversatlions oroffered by the
Duce would heve any favarable reception here?"

This time Herr von Welzslcker walted a good five
minutes before answering, Hie reply wasi "What I have
already sald about the Fuehrer answers a nart of your
question, But (and he motioned to the Foreign Office in
which we were) here the relations between Germany and
Italy have narrowed (and I use hie exact English word)
greatly, ¥

The interpretation I give to this statement is that
if the Duce approaches Hitler directly and secretly, 1t
will have decisive influence., If Ritbentrop knowe of the
aporoach, he will do his utmost to block 1t,

During the remainder of our hour's talk, Weizslcker
talked of his regard for Neville Henderson and of his
helief that in August war could have been averted by a
more intelligent poliey by the Poles, Ae I toock leave,
the tears came into his eyes as he sald he knew I would
realize how earnestly he hoped that the mieeion with
which the President had entrusted me might show there
gtill was a way by Which an absolute holocaust could be

avolded,






BERLIN, Saturday, March 2, 1940,

At eleven o'elock several Forelgn Office officials,
headed by Herr von Doernberg, came for me at my hotel
to take me to my interview with Hitler at the new Chancery,
whioch had been completed last year within a neriod of
elght months, Workmen had worked night and day in order
to have it ready for the Chancellor's New Year's Day re-
ception for the Diplomatic Corpe so that they might have
a taste of vhat the new Berlin was golng to look like,

Kirk accompanied me at my request, He ‘had never be-
fore been permitted to see the Fuehrer except at a dls-
tance,

The fagade of the new building on the Wilhelmstrasse
reminds me of a factory building. My car drove into a
rectanpular court with very high blank walls, At one
end was a flight of broad stepe leading into the Chancery,
Monumental black nudes flanked the patico to which the
steps led, The whole impression of the court was remi-
niscent of nothing other than a orison courtyard. A
company of soldiers was drawn up on each side to glve me
the Hazl smlute as I entered,

At the head of the steps I was greeted by the Reiche-
minieter Melssner, the head of Hitler's Chancery. He
epoke to me most cordially in Engliesh, g8 did sll the
other of ficiasls present,

We then formed a procession of some twenty couples
headed by Melssner and myself, and with very slow and
measured tread first traversed a tremendously long red
marble hall, of which the walles and floor are both of

marble; then up a flight of excessaively slippery red
marbtle steps into a gallery which, alec of red marble,

has
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has windows on one side and tapestries on the other,

The gallery ie lined on the tavestry side by an inter-
minable series of s@fas, each with a table and four chalrs
in front of them, From the gallery open off a series of
drawing rooms, Finally, we deployed into one of these, .
and I was requested to sit down until the Chancellor was
ready to recelve me,

In a very few minutes Melssner came to announce that
Hitler was ready to see me, and I went with Kirk into the
adjoining room, a very long drawing-room furnished with
somfortable upholstered eofae and chaire, and overlooking
the garden of Bismarck'e old residence, in which Hitler
now lives,

Hitler received me near the dcor, He greeted me
very pleassantly, but with great formality. Ribbentrop
and Melsener were the only two German officlals present
at the interview,

Hitler is taller than I had Judged from his photo=
graphe, He has, in real 1life, none of the somewhat
effeminate apnearance of which he has been accused, He
looked in excellent physical condition and in good ftraln-
ing, His color was good, and while hls eyes were tired,
they were clear, He was dignified both in speech and
movement, and there was not the slightest impression of
the comic effect from moustache and halr which one sees
in hie cariecatures, Hie volee in conversation is low and
well modulated, It had only once, during our hour and a
half 's conversation, the raucous stridency which is heard
in hie speeches——and it was only at that moment that hie
features 108t thelr compmosure and that his eyes lost thelr
decidedly "pemfitlich® loock, He spoke with elarity and
precision, and alwaye in a beautiful German, of whiech I

eould



-l

could follow every word, although Dr, Bchmidt, of courae,
interpreted=—and at times inaccurately.

After we were seated, and Hitler placed me next to
him, he looked at me to indicate I was to commence the
converaation.

I set forth the detalled purpcees of my miseslon as
I had already explained them to Ribbentrop, I made par-
ticular reference to the confidential nature of my inter=
views, and to the fact that I had no proposals to offer,
In as eloquent terme ae I could command, I then empha-
sized the President's hope that there might atill be a
way open for a etgble, jJust and lasting veace, not a
truce or a precarious bresthing spell., I polnted out
that if a war of annihilation now brcke out, whether 1t
was short or whether it was long, it would definitely
preclude for the present the negotigtion of a reascnable
and Just peace because of the human suffering it would
create and of the human passions 1t would arcuse, a8
well a8 because of the exhaustion of the economic and
financial resources which still existed in Europe, PFrom
such a war ma that, I sald, who would be the victors?

It seemed clear that all would be the losers, And in
that sense not only would the belligerents be the losers,
but also the neutrals, of which the United States wans the
greatest and the most powerful., We a8 s people now
realized fully that such a war must inevitably have the
gravest repercussions uvnon almost every aspect of our
national atructure,

The Preeident of the United States had, in com=
munications addressed to Chancellor Hitler himeelf,
made 1t clear that if a Just volitical peace could be
found==and in the negotiation of such a peace we could

not
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not be directly involved--the United States would volay

its full vart in coomerating towards two fundamental

needs nf A sane and ardered woarld--limitation and reduc—
tion of armaments and the establishment of a eound inter-
national trade relationship, If such bases could still

be found, was 1t not worth every effort to seek the way

of peace before the war of devastation commenced, and

before the doors to peace were closed? I epcke, I sald,
only of a Just peace, a vesce which oromised stabllity

and security for the future, Perscnally, I sald, I could
not conceive of g lasting and real peace unless it envieaged
a8 an essentlal component part a united, prospercus and
contented German peonle, a German people satiafied with their
own domain and their own security: but at the same time I
enuld conceive of no lasting or real peace unleas a8 an
equally important factor Germany no longer was regarded by
her neighbors as a threat to their independence or to thelr
security, and unlese Germany made it evident that she was,
in fact, not striving for constantly increasing objectivesw=
and objJectives which implied aggression and a threat to the
righte of free peonles,

The Chancellor knew, I said, that I had had the
privilege of sepeaking with the Duce in Rome, That con-
versatlon, the Chancellor would appreclate, I must retaln
in complete confidence, but I felt at liberty to 8ay that
I had heppily gained the impression from that conversation
that the Duce believed the foundationes of a Just and last-
ing peace might still be laid, I hoped the Chancellor
wWould find 1t pcseible to confirm that impression, I
would be moet grateful for any views he felt able to

express,

The .
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The Chancellor then very nuietly and moderately
outlined his forelgn noliocy during the nast seven years,
The outline nursued exactly the linee followed in my
conversation of the day before by the Minister for For-
eign Affairs, (It 18 noteworthy that in every conversa=
tion I had with every member of the German Government,
except Dr, Schacht, exaotly the same historlecal survey
prefaced the conversation, It 18 entirely glear that
elther the Chancellor or the Foreign Secretary had dic-
tated the course which the conversatiocns to be had with
me by the members cof the German Government were to follow, )

Hitler, however, emphasized even more strongly than
had Herr von Ribbentrop hie deeire to reach an amicable

and lasting understanding with England. He stressed
particularly the naval agreement of 1936 ag an indlcation

that Germany, under his Government, had no intention of
challenging Eritieh navel supremacy nor the securlty of
the British Empire, When he came to the account of the
negotiations with Poland which had resulted in the inva=
slon of Poland by Germany in September, he turned to me
and sald, "I have never in my life made a more earneat
nor a more sincere appeal than I d4id to the British Ambps-
sador, Bir Neville Henderson, when I sent for him Just
prior to the break with Poland. He was sitting in the
same nlace where you are now sitting, and I besought him
to tell hies Government that Germany had no intention of
attacking England nor of impairing directly or indirectly
Briftish interests, but that Germany could not permit a
continued domination by the Western European nowera of the
emaller States of Eastern Europe, nor the continuation of
a 8tate of affalrs which resulted in a continuous attack

and a continuceau threat upon German vital interests.” The

Chancellor theh concluded by saying, "That apreal, like
avery
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every other aporoach made to England in seven Years,
was re)lscted with derision,®

Hitler then saild that I had referred to the problem
of limitation and reduction of armamente, Time and again,
he said, he had offered England and the other powers of
the world the opportunity for a real and nracticable re-
duction of armaments, He had puaranteed that Germany
would maintain her standing army at 200,000 men; then at
300,000 men; he had expressed German willingness to uut-r
law certain types of munitions and implements of war,
Never onge, however, had these offers on his part re-
ceived the slightest attention or, much less, considera=-
tion, ae a baels of agreement, The Chancellor then said,
"The present armament burden is orushing the life out of all
peoples; 1t cannot econtinue much longer., The national
economy of every nation will orssh before much further
time elapses,

He stated that he belleved these were two nracticable
methods of securing a real disarmament, The first was for
the great nowers of Europe to agree upon their minimum
ratios of military and of naval strength, outlawing a1l
but a minimum of offensive armaments, and unon that basis
further to agree that in the event of any threat to their
security, or to the veace of Europe, these nowers would
pool their military and naval resources as s police power,
He had formally made thie proposal to Great Britain and to
France, He had never received the 8lightesat response,

The other alternative was for the powers to agree upon
& progressive and gradual reduction in thelr respective
military etrength; with the gradual elimination at the
same time of certaln categories of offensive armament,

This
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This he believed would take a very long time, and was the
less satisfactory of the two methods,

I had also mentioned the problem of & liberal, moat-
favor ed-natlon international trade relaticnship as an ob-
Jjective towards which the nations of the world should strive,
He felt quite in mccord with me, he sald, that that was a
desirable goal and Germany, under more normal oconditions,
would gladly cooperate towarde that end, He did not, how=
ever, believe that unrestricted international trade was the
oure for all of the world'd economic probleme, He sald, for
example, that while Germany would doubtless proflt by taking
& conelderable portion of America's agricultural suroluees,
an industrial country like Germany could not take any con=—
giderable portion of industrial products from the United
States, nor could the United States take any considerable
vortion of Germany's industrial exports, It was, con-
sequently, neceasary for Germany to intensify her trade
relations with countriee in Central and Southeastern Europe
who desired to take Germany's industrisl exports, which
they themselves d4id not produce, in return for raw mate-
riales desired by Gema ny.

At this point I interjected to say that the Chancellor
appeared to overlook the fact that while the United Btates,
it was true, wags a large industrial producer a2 well as an
exporter of agricultursl surpluses, nevertheless, trade be—
tween the United States and Germany over a period of many
generatlione had been highly profitable to both eides, The
Chancellor, I said, must not forget thet Germany produced
many forms of industrial oproducts which were produced either
more cheaply or in more efficlent form than elmilar products
produced in the United States, and that such exports from

Germany
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Germany had always been profitably socld by Germany to the
United Btates, 'he question, I sald, was not one of a nure-
1y bilateral nature but involved necessarily the problem of
nrofitable trisngular trade which had always entered into
the pilcture of Germany's trade relations with the United
Statea, Furthermore for Germany to be able to sell profite
ably the bulk of her luxury menufactured products she had
to find countries where the standard of living was rela-
tively high. Burely I believed the standard of living in
the countries of Southeastern Europe was not suffleciently
high to make it possible for Germany %o find there any
profitable market for a very large percentage of her in-
dustrial nroduction,

Hitler did not seem to comorehend this problem, and
dropped the tople after remarking that a country with a
population of 140 individual® to the square kilometer must
lnereasse 1te nroduction if those individusls are to find
the where=with=all to survive, I said that it seemed to
me that there was no country in the world that would profit
more immediately and more greatly than Germany from a
restoration of liberal internationel trade relations, and
that through such a resbration the 140 individuals to the
aquare German kilometer of whom he had spoken would obtaln
an lnereased standard of living and derive therefrom an
immediately greater purchasing power, particularly if their
work wae dedlcated to constructive production, rather than
to the sterlile manufacture of munitions,

Hitler then sald that Germany's aime and oblectives
were simple and that he would cutline them to me; he would
classify them as {a) historical, (b) politiesl and (o)
eoonomie,

From
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From the historical aspect Germany had exlsted ama
agn empire five hundred years before Columbue had dis-
covered the western world, The German people had every
right to demand that their historiecal vnosition of a
thousand years should be restored to them; Germany had no
ambition and no aim other than the return by the German
pecple to the territorisl positlion which wae historieally
theirs,

Germany's political aims were coordinate, Germany
could not tolerate the existence of a Btate such as Czecho=
slovakla which conatituted an enclave created by Versallles
eclely for strategic reasons, and which formed an ever-
present menace to the security of the German people; nor
could Germany tolerate the separation from Greater Germany
of German provinces by corridorse, under alien control, and
agaln created solely for stratesle reasons, No great power
could exist under such conditiona, Germany, however, did
not desire to dominate non=-German veoples, and if such
peooles adjacent to German boundaries did not constitute
a military or politiecal threat to the German people, Germany
had no desire permanently to destroy, nor to prejudice, the
independent lives of such peoples.

From the economic standpoint, Germany must clalm the
right to profit to the fulleet extent through trade with
the nations close to her in Central and Southeastern Europe,
Bhe would no longer permit that the weatern powers of Europe
infringe or impalr Germany's preferentisl situation in this
regard,

In brief, the German people intended to maintain the
unity which he had now achieved for them; they intended to
prevent any State on Cermany's eastern frontier from cone

etituting
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etituting again a military or strategic threat against
@German security and, finally, Germany intended to obtain
recognition for her econcmic priority in Eastern and South-
eagtern Europe,

Germany, further, would ineist that the colonies stolen
from her at Versailles be returned to her, Germany had not
obtained these coloniee through military conquest; she had
cbtalned them through nur?hanu or through pacific negotlation;
ehe had never utilized her colonies for military purpcees,
She now required them in order to nbtaln for the German veocple
rew materials which could not be produced in Germany, and ae
a field for German emigration, Such a demand, Hitler felt,
was not only reasonable, but just,

At no time during the course of our conversation did
Hitler mention the subject of German—American relations,
nor did he refer directly or indirectly toc German relaticns
with Soviet Russia and with Italy,

The Chancellor then passed to the subject of the war
aime of the Allies, He asked me if I had heard or read the
speech made in England the night before by 8ir John Simon,

I told him that I had not, He said that if I had read the
speech, I would gain therefrom the same clear underastanding
that he had gained, namely, that the speech constifuted a
plear-cut definition of English aime, that 1s, the total
destruction of Germany.

He said, "I em fully aware that the allied powers be-
lieve that a dlstinction can be made between National Soecisl-
iam and the German pecple. There was never a greater mie-
tgke, The Jerman people today are united as one man, and
I have the support of every German, I can see no hooe for
the establishment of any lasting peace until the will of
England and France to destroy Germany 1s itself destroyed,

1
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I fear that there ie no way by which the will to deatroy
Germany can be itself destroyed, excent through a German
vigtory. I believe that German might is such a8 to ensure
the triumph of Germany but, if not, we will all go down
together (and here he added the extraordinary phrase)
whether that be for better or for worse," He paused a
moment and then sald textually, rapidly and with im-
petience, "I did not want this war, It has been forced
upon me againset my will, It is a waste of my time, My
1ife should have been spent in econstructing, and not in
destroying."

I said that the Chancellor would, of course, under-
stand that it was the bellef of my Government that if some
way could be found towards a stable and lasting peace which
promised security to all peoples, no nation could have to
"go down", let alcne all of them., For that reason I earnest-
1y trusted that such a way and such a peace might atill be
found,

Hitler looked at me, and remained quiet for a moment or
two, He then sald, "I appreclate your e2incerity and that of
your Government, and I am grateful for your mission, I ecan
mesure you that Cermany's aim, whether 1t muet come through
war or otherwise, i8 a Just peace," I replied by saying that
I would remember the phrase the Chancellor had used, The

interview then terminated,






BERLIN, March 3, 1940.

I telked at some length with the Italian and Belglan
Ambassadora in Berlin, who are by far the most experienced
members of the loecal Diplomatic Corps. They are both of
them confident that the internal and army oppoelition to
Hitler, which had assumed some proportions 1n November
1939, has now completely dled away.

They told me that both the German army and the
German people have by now been thoroughly econvinced by
propaganda of the German Government that the alme of the
Allies are to destroy Germany and the German people, and
that reocent propaganda of the Allles, and recent speeches
by British and French statesmen, had strongly increased
thie feeling in Germany. Both of the Ambassadors ere
confident that the Allled Governmente grossly underestimate
Germany's military strength and the ability of the German
people to withstand a protracted war. Both cf the Ambas-
sadors are in agreement that a war of devaetation will
meke any disouselion of peace utterly impossible, and that
the time within which peace terme can be discussed before
Germany strikes le very brief indeed.

The Belglan Ambassador assured me that Germany's
atores of oil are far greater than 1s realized by the
British and French Governmente, and that a large-scale
offensive can be undertaken by Germany without bringing
the German army to a point where it will suffer any lack

of 1te full requirements.






BERLIN, Sunday, March 3, 1840,

Immediately after the termination of my interview
with Rudolf Hees, I was accompanied by Dr, Schmidt, the
official interpreter, to the home of Fleld Marshal Goering,
know as Karinhall, which 1lies about an hour and a half 's
motoring distance from Berlin,

The Field Marehal'e home has been bullt in the middle
of a national game reserve, After reaching the entrance of
the reserve, one drives some ten miles through a thin forest
of pine and scattered birch tc the Marshal's house, which
has been bullt around a log cabin which he used in earlier
years on hunting trips. The building which he has constructed
is almady immense, and he is now sdding a new portion which
will make the entire bullding, when completed, about the slze
of the new National Art Ggllery in Washington, We arrived at
the house in a driving enow at twelve o'cloek, The Field
Marshal, who had Just returned to Berlin from a week's wvisit
to the Weatern Front, received me immediately. At my request,
and by the expreased deslre of the Marshal himeelf, there was
no one nresent exceot Dr, Schmidt and the American Chargé
d'Affaires,

Goering looke exactly like hie photographs. His thighs
and arme are tremendous, and his girth is tremendous. His
face gave the impresalon of being heavily rouged but, since
at the end of our three-hour conversation the color had worn
off, the effect was probably due to aome form of faclal mas-
gage which he hed recelved prior to seelng me,

He ware a white tunle, on which were plastered varlous
emblems and ineignis in brilliants, and or er the Iron Croes,
which hung from hie neck, dangled a monoecle on a black cord,
His hands are shaped like the dipging=paws of a badger. On

hie
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his right hand he wore an enormous ring set with six huge
diamonds; on his left hand he wore an emerald at least an
inch square.

His manner was simmle, unaffected and exceedingly
gordisl, and he spcke with far greater franknese and alarity
than any other German o ficlal whom I met, We dispensed with
the services of the interpreter, except for the translation
by Dr, Schmidt into German of what I had to say.

The Field Marshal, after I had once more set forth the
natire and purpcees of my miselon, reiterated the history of
German foreign policy during the past seven ®ars along exaoct-
1y the same lines as those followed by Hitler and Ribbentrop,

At one polnt, however, Goering deviated from the account
given by the two others. In discuseing the cauees of the wWar
against Poland, Goering stated with the utmost precision that
at the time Ribbentrop had visited Paris on December 6, 1938,
to slgn the non-aggression pact between France and Germany,
Bonnet, then Forelgn Minister, had assured him in the name of
the French Government that as a result of the conclusion of
the agreements of Munich, France would rencunce all intereste
in Emstern Eurcpe, and specifically that France would refrain
from any further influencing of Polish poliey. While I had
geen, of course, the recently published o fleial declaratione
af the French and German Governments in regard to this gques-
tion, I had not before received so preclse a statement of
the alleged commitments made by Monsieur Bonnet at that time,

I consequently aeked the Marshal to repeat thie etate-
ment, and the Marshal turned to Dr. Schmidt who, 1t apneared,
had been present in Parie at the interview between Moneieur
Bonnet and Herr von Ribbentrop when the slleged commitments
were made, and Dr. Schmidt related textually what had been

8ald
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sald upon that cccasion, The exact gtatement, according

to him, which Monsieur Bonnet had made, wae that France re-
nounced all molitical interests in Eaetern Europe, and
specifically agreed not to influence Poland against the
gonclueion of an agreement with Germany whereby Danzlg
would return to Germany, and Germany would receive an extra-
territorial corridor across the corridor from East Prussla
to Greater Germany,

In hie otatement of German objectives, the Field Marshal
was very clear, Germany had renounced forever any ambitions
upon Alsace-Lorraine, Germany not only had no desire to im-
pair the integrity of the British Empire; 1t believed in her
awn intereat that the British Empire should be maintained in=
tact, OGermany must retain me an integral vpart of the German
Reich, Austria, the Sudetenland, and all of thosge portions of
BPoland inhabited by German peoples, During the war Germany
would continue her military occupation of Bohemia-Moravia
and of Foland, If pepce came, Germany would grant independ-
ence to the Czeche, but upon the understanding that they
would remain completely demilitarized, 8o that never again
would the Czechs or the Slovakse conetitute a threat to
Germany's military security in Central Europe, The Polish
people who were really Polee would be installed in a free
and independent Poland with accese to the ees, Germany must
regain her colonies, In addition to thie, Germany must pos-
ses8 a recognized poeition of economic preference in Eastern
Europe,

From thig point the Field Marshal went on and discussed
British poliey, and the inabllity of Hitler to reach any form
of understanding with England., The Field Marshal said that
he knew Hitler so well that he realized that, ag a result of

- ]+]
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ac many years of fallure in thie regard, Hitler had now
hardened, and that he doubted whether Hitler could bring
himself to believe that there was any way of destroylng
the British will to destroy Germany, except through
military victory, He recounted to me his own conversa-
tion with Lord Halifax when the latter vieited Germany
two years ago. He told me he had warned him time and
again not to encourage Poland and Czechoelovekla to re-
fuse to reach s ressonable and pacific understanding with
Germany. He told him that if England persisted in thie
gourse, war was inevitable, and that there was no Justi-
fiable need of war,

Both the problem of the German minorities in Czecho=
slovakia, and the Czechoslovak military threat toc the
military security of Germany, as well ae the problem of
Danzig and the Corridor in relation to Poland, ecould have
been settled readily if England and France had not refuased
to permit such a settlement,

The Field Marshal himeelf had never bellieved that
there was any poseible Justification for war, and he had
done everything within his power to avert it, but England
and France had peraisted in bringing 1t about,

Now, the sltuation from the military etandpolnt, was
thies:; Germany'e sir force was supreme and would remaln
supreme, Her military strength was far greater in nropor-
tion to the atrength of the Allies than it had been in
1914, Today Germany had "all the trumps in her hands",

In 1914 Germany had been attacked on all fronte, Talay,
Ruseia and Italy were friendly, and the Balkans were
neutral. The British blockade had slready oproved inef=
fective, and every dsy that passed made 1t easler for
Germany to procure the raw materials which she required
from the Esat and from the South, He could assure me that
the
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the stocke and supplies on hand in Germany were more than
sufficient to meet every requirement, and I might be in-
terested to knnw that the Germans were now even manufactur-
Ang butter and other fats in very great quantities from coal.
While the Marshal believed that the war would be short, and
that a German victory would eo-n be attained, nevertheless,
if the war were prolonged five or ten years, Germany would
strengthen and consolidate her position with every month
that passed.

I atated that 1t deemed to me that no matter who would
win such a war, the devastation and lose of life, and the
destruction of economic reaources, Would lnevitably be 8o
vast as to result in the early destruction of much of what
modern civiligation had built up, I said that in that re-
gard the American pecple were directly concerned. I sald
that we in the United States now realized that the reper-
cussione from such a war would affect us profoundly in
many ways, and narticularly because of our realization
that in a world where war reigned supreme, where the rule
of force replaced the rule of reason, securlty for all
peoples, no matter how remote they might be from the scene
of hostilities, was inevitasbly undermined, If a war of
devastation broke out, the vital interests of all neutral
peoples, no matter how much they were determined to keepo
out of the war, would correspondingly be affected,

The Field Marshal here interrunted to sgy that he did
not see how the American people could feel that their vital
interests were affected through war in Europe., He said,
"It 18 needless for me to say %o you that Germany has no
ambitions of any kind other than those I have indicated to
you, and least of all any ambitions which could affect the

Western Hemisphere,"
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I replied that the Field Marshal must remerber that
while the American neopnle today were overwhelmingly deter—
mined not to be drawn into the war, and that it waa the
coneistent poliey of the Government of the United States
to keen the American people from belng drawn into war,
neverthelesa, he would alsc remember that in 1918 Presi=
dent Wilson had been re-eg¥oted on a platform which amounted
to "he has kept us out of war"; the Republlican candidate,
Mr, Hughes, get forth in his nlatform that he, if allur.-tad,
would keep the American pe-ple out of war; and yet not six
months after the election in November 1916, the American
peonle overwhelmingly eupported our entrance into the war,

I sald it must never be forgotten that the American neople
are quick to act when they belleve that their vital inter-
estes are at stake,

I discussed at some length with the Field Marshal the
ponverasations which my Government had recently undertaken
with the neutral powers in order to ascertaln whether it
was poseible to find an agreement in principle upon the
problems of the limitation and reduction of armaments and
of a sound international trade poliey. I sald to the Field
Marshal that I had brought with me a brief memorandum settlng
forth the views of my Government on the latter aub)ect. The
memorandum wae read to him, The Field Marshal immediately
atated that he was entirely in accord with every word con-
talned in the memorandum, and that the German Govermnment, at
the time of any peace negotiations,wonld whole-heartedly co-
operate in redoring to the countries of the world such a
polioy ae that indlcated, He stated that there was no coun-
try on earth that would etand to gain more than Germany by
the adoption of sugh an international trade policy. He sald

that
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thet at the first acpropriate opportunity he himself,
in a public speech, would indlcate Germany's intention
to cooperate towards that end,

Insofar ae the question of the limitation and reduc-
tion of armamente is concerned, Goering made to me very
much the same statement as that made to me by Hitler the
dgy hefore, He sald that the armament race was ruining
the economy of the entire world, and that no people could
stand the straln much longer, He sald that time and time
again the German Government had offered in all sincerity
to participate in any reascnable olan for disarmament,
and time and time agaln her nffers had been rejected, If
peace came, Germany would enter into any opractiecal nlan
which would mske a real reduction of armaments possible,

Goering reverted to the British war cbjectives, He
gald that he was comnletely convinced that the British and
French Governments were determined to destroy the German
Régime, to subjugate the German peoole, and to eplit Germany
into small units under military control, He sald, "The
English sgy that that is the way to get a lasting ceace,
becsuse early in the 19th century, when Germany was a
gollection of small independent atatee, with an infinity
of customa barriera, the Germans were only a race of
musiciane and poete, But they have never made a greater
mistake, If they succeeded today in carrying out that
plan, they would find, not s race of musicians and poets,
but a horde of Bolshevike and Communists, "

At the end of our interview the Field Marshal said
to me very simply, but with a great deal of feeling, "My
Government is grateful to your Government for your mission,
I fear that when you vieit Parie and London you will realize

that
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that there 18 no hope for peace, You will there learn what
I now know, and that is that the British and French Govern-
mente are determined to destroy CGermany, and that no npeace,
except on that basis,will be considered by them., If there

18 any way of averting the war which I helleve 18 inevitable,
your Government will have accomplished the greatest thing
which human beinge could desire, From the bottom of my
heart I wish you success,”

Before I left Karinhsll to return to Berlin, the Fleld
Marshel escorted me through all the miles of rooms in the
first floor of his house,

I have never seen 8o ineredibly ugly a building., The
walle are lined with vpaintings, some of them superb examples
by old Italian and German masters, placed slde by slde with
daube by modern German pailnters, Many of the halls are
filled with glass cases, in which are placed gold gifts that
heve been presented to the Field Marshal during recent years,
Goering told me that he personally had arranged the nlacing

of every object in the house,






BERLIN, Sunday, March 3, 1940.

At ten o'clock, accompanied by officlals of the
German Foreign Office and by Dr. Schmidt, the officlal
interpreter, I called upon Rudolf Hess, the Deputy to
Hitler as head of the Nazi Party organlzatlon.

Hess received me in his offices in the party head-
quarters built in the modern German style, the walle belng
completely bare of molding or decoration of any kind.

Herr Hess bears the unmistakable appearance of beling
devoid of all but a very low order of intelligence. Hila
forehead 1g low and narrow, and hils deep-get eyes are very
olose together. He is noted for his dog-llke devotion
to Hitler. During our conversation he reverted agaln and
again to the years when he was ilmprisoned with Hitler and
of thelr service together in the Great War.

At the outset of our conversation, I outlined to him
the nature of my mission and sald that I would be glad
to receive any views that he cared to express to me.

Herr Hesa took out of hie pocket a typewrltten memo-
randum, in which were noted the polnte he had been obvloualy
told to make in his talk with me. His exposition followed
precisely the lines set forth by Ribbentrop 1n hie talk
with me, and there waes no deviation from that outline
other than a paragraph or two which related to Nazl Party
organlization. This was brought up in connection with
Hess's statement to me that the German people were con-
vinced that the war aims of the Alllies were solely the
destruction of Germany and of the German people, and that
the German people stood as one man behind Hitler. Hess
sald that as active Head of the Narzi Party he was in &

better



better position than anyones else to know what the real
feeling of the German people was, since every dlstrict
leader and every local leader under his jurlsdictlon was
in turn in touch with the unit leaders, who were in hourly
contact with the German maeses, and that he could assure
me that never before in the history of the Nazl Party had
the German people themeelves been more completely ldentl-
fied with thelr Fuehrer than at the present moment.

There 18 nothing to be gained from any detailed
account of this conversation, which lasted about one hour.
Hegs was quite as vehement as Ribbentrop, and in hie
presentation of German objeotives infinitely less temperate
than Hitler himeelf. He closed the door completely to
the possibility of any negotiated peace and stated flatly
that in his Judgment, as head of the Nazl Party, there
was only one possibility for Germany to achieve a lastling
peace, and that wae through a German military victory.

It was so obvious that Hess was merely repeating
what he had been told to say to me, and that he had
neither himself reasoned about the problems at all nor
thought anything out for himself, that I made no attempt
to set forth any views of my own. At the concluslon of
our interview I merely stated that I regretted to learn
his oplnion, that there now exlsted no hope of a lasting

peace save through the foroce of arms.






BERLIN, March 3, 1940,

I had an interview with Dr. 8chacht at the private
house of Mr. Kirk upon my return to Berlin from my inter-
view with Fleld Marshal Goering.

Dr. Bchacht told me that he was grateful for my
having requested the Forelign Office to arrange thie inter-
view with him, since, if I had not taken the step in that
way, it would have been impossible for him to see ma. He
had taken the precaution, he sald, to call the day before
upon Hitler, whom he had not seen for many monthe, to ask
whether he had Hitler's permission to talk with me. He
sald thet Hitler had given him permiesion, but with the
understanding that Dr. Schacht was to return to see Hitler
the day following my departure, in order to relate to him
the toplece discusesd in our convereatlion.

Dr. Schacht esald: "I cannot write a letter, I can-
not have a conversatlon, I cannot telephone, I cannot
move, without 1te belng known."

Then, leaning over and talking in a whisper, he said,
"If what I am golng to tell you now 1e known, I will be
dead within a week." He gave me to understand that a
movement was under way, headed by leading generals, to
supplant the Hitler régime. He sald that the one obastacle
which stood in the path of the sccomplishment of this
obJeoctive was the lack of assurance on the part of these
generals that, i1f such a movement took place, the Allles
would give positive guerantees to Germany that Germany
would be permitted to regaln her rightful place 1n the
world, and that Germany would not be treated as she had

been



-2~

been in 1918, If such a guarantee as this could be ob-
tained, he said, the movement would be pushed to a sue-
cessful concluslon.

Dr. Schacht said that he was unable to mentlon any
names and that he felt sure I would understand the reasons
therefor. He said that he had been wantling to leave
Germany, in order thus more readily to further this con-
epiracy, and that he was going to try to persuade Hitler,
in hie next conversation with him, to send him as Financlal
Advieer to the Embassey in Washington, or to permit him
at least to go to Rome for the purpose of glving a gerles
of lectures at the Royal Academy of Italy. He asked me
if I could help him tc secure an invitation from the Royal
Academy in Rome for such a series of lectures.

T sald that I fesred it would be wery difficult for
me to intervene in such e dellcate matter as this, but
that it seemed to me that 1f he could pereuade Hitler %o
let him go as Financial Adviser to the Embassy in Wash-
ington, he would not have to consider the trip to Home
of which he spoke.

Dr. Schacht eald that another poesibility was for
him to be invited by some leading Amerlican university to
give a series of leotures in the United States.

He wanted to know whether 1t would be poseible for
him to maintain some form of contact with me after my
departure from Berlin. I told him that I would be glad
to receive any message that he might cere to eend to me,
and that if he would communicate such messages as he might
have in mind orally to Mr. Heath, Secretary of the Ameri-
pan Embaesy, the latter would see that they were conveyed

to
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to me safely. Dr, Schacht sald that every cable sent by
the Americsn Embassey in Berlin wae immediately read by
the German Foreign Office. I said that I was fully aware
of that fact, and that we had various wayse in which con-
fidentlal messages could be transmitted to me from Berlin
without thelr having to go by cable.

I maked Dr. Schacht whether he bellieved such & move-
ment as that to which he had referred could successfully
take place 1f an offencive were undertaken elther by
Germany or by the Allles, His reply was that 1f an
offensive were undertaken, 1t would make it much more dif-
ficult, but that he believed the individuals sponeoring
the movement were in such a position as to prevent the
offensive from being undertaken by Germany, and that they
would, in any event, be able to delay 1t for a coneider-
able pariod.

Dr. Schacht sald it would take a few months perhaps,
even if no offensive took place, before the coneplratore
would be ready to take actlon.

Dr. Schacht referred to Hitler as the "greatest
1iar of sll time", and as a genius, but an amorel, &
oriminel, genius. He sald with much satisfaction that he
himeelf was the only man who had ever dared tell him the
truth. 3

Dr. Schacht further sald that the atroclties belng
committed in Poland were so far worse than what was
imagined, as to beggar desoription. People in Germany
were only now beginning to know about them, and the re-
action was intense.

At the end of our talk Dr. Schacht turned to me and

asked



B

asked very earneetly, "What do you think of me? Do you
think I'm a 'terrible' person for working againet my
Government, when I'm a Minister in 1t7" I limited myself
to replying that hile reputation as a great financlal and
economiec expert was world-wide, and that I could of course
not undertake to gueetion any course which he might deter-

mine to lay down for himself.






PARIB, Maroch 7, 1940,

As soon as I left the Elysée Palace I proceeded
immediately to the Minlstry of National Defense, where I
was recelved at once by Prime Miniater Daladier. My
conversatlion with M. Dalsdier lasted Just short of two
hours and was exceedingly frank and entirely informal.

The Prime Minister firest reminded me of a conversa-
tion I had had with him in the eritical days of Septem-
ber 1938, and of all of the events which had taken place
since that time.

M. Daladier desired me to express to the Presldent
the undying gratitude of himeelf personally, and of the
French people, for the unfailingly sympathetic and under-
etanding attitude taken by the President of the United
Btates, and of thelr tremendoue appreciation of the
leadership displayed by the President which had resulted
in the revieion of the neutrallty legislation of the
United States., More than that, M. Daladler wanted me to
say to the President that the repeated efforts of the
President to prevent the outbreak of war, and to bring
about that kind of a juet settlement of Eurcopean contro-
verslee which would make possible a just and permanent
peace, involving seourity for all the nations of Europe,
had, in the opinion of the French Government, been of the
utmost value in bringing to the minde of men and women in
Europe the moral lesues lnvolved.

I made 1t very oclear to M. Daladier that my Govern-
ment had at this Junoture no proposals to proffer, much
lese any commitments to offer, but that the President

had
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had sent me to Europe in order to ascertain whether there
wag 8till any hope that a basis for the negotiation of a
peace of the right kind could be found.

I eaid that in the few daye I had been in Europe I
had reached the conclusion that if an offensive were
undertaken this Spring, and if a so-called "real war"
broke out, there would not be the slightest poesibllity
for some time to come of any peasce through negotlatlon.

I said I belisved that the kind of war which would be
waged would be such a8 not only to result in the destruec-
tion of the material resourcee of the natione involved,
but aleo to result in the unloosing of human passions to
such a degree as to bring with it a breakdown of moet of
the spiritual, social, and economic factors in the fabrio
of our modern eclvilization. It wae clear to the Prime
Minieter, I esald, that the Government of the United States
realized that euch a state of affalrs as that whioh I

had mentioned would inevitably have moet lntimate reper-
ocussions upon the scclal, politiecal, financlal and economic
1ife of all of the neutral Powers, and partlecularly of

the United States.

I sald that T would be particulerly grateful for the
views which M. Daladier might exprese to me as to the pos-
sibilities for the negotliation now of a Juet and lasting
pesce, and that the views which he would give me would
be entirely confidential and eolely for communicatlion to
the President and Becrstary Hull.

I said that he would recognize that for this very
reason I was not in a position to comment upon, or to
disolose, any of the viewe which had been communicated

to
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%o me in Rome or in Berlin, but that I felt sure that I
wag violating no confidence when I eald to him that I
geined the very definite impression from my conversa-
tiones with the Duce that the latter belleved that there
waes 8tlll time for the establishment of such a peace, and
that the Duce himeelf wae dleposed to do what he could

to further that objective.

We then epoke for some moments upon the subjeot of
Italian polioy and the history of Franco-Italian relatione
8lnce the Banotlons controversy of 1535, M, Daladier
expresged the very poeltive bellef that both British and
French poliey at that time had been unrealistic and in
the highest degree unwise.

He sald that in 1935 French poliey towards Italy
had been nelther one thing nor the other. It had neither
prevented the Italian Government from obtaining the raw
materiale 1t required in order to ocarry on successfully
ite war in Abyesinia, nor had it made poeslble the con-
tlnuationof really friendly relations with Italy. Fub-
lioly France had said to Museolini that Banetlons would
be imposed for high moral reasons; privately France had
eaid to Mussolini: "All of this 18 Just for publio ocon-
sumntion, and we will really let you get the oil and other
supplies that you need." The result naturally had been
to throw Italy into the arms of Germany, and M. Daladier
expreseed the very positive conviection that the mlestake
made by Great Britain and France in 1935 had been the
direct cause of Mussolini's supporting the ococupation by
Hitler of the Rhineland, and acquiescing in the seizure
of Austrla. If from 1835 to 1838 the French and British

had
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had reached & realietic understending with Museclini,
the calamities of the moment would in all likelihood have
been prevented.

M. Daladier stated that he wae entirely willing to
concede to Mussolini the port of Djibouti, the French
railroad in Abyseeinis, and falr representation 1ln the
Buez Canal. He sald that he had no objection whatever
towards granting Italy the righte for her naticnals in
Tuniele which she had demanded, but that 1t was his own
observation, after his recent visit to Tunle, that the
100,000 Italians living there were strongly anti-Faeclst
and not in the least desirous of obtalning the epeolal
rightes demanded by the Italian Government.

On none of these pointe, he eaid, would there be the
slightest difficulty with France; the real difficulty he
thought was an adjustment between Italy and Great Britain.
Mussolini wae constantly complaining that Italy wae "the
prisoner of the Mediterranean®, and that no Great Power
could continue to agree to having British police at
Gibraltar blocking one end of the Mediterranean, and the
Eritish and the French bloeking her at Buez at the other
end, and that furthermore the Britlish fortiflcatlons at
Malta and the French fortificatione at Tunie conetltuted
an ever-present threat to Italian eecurity. M. Daladier
truated that the Britieh would take a reascnable point of
view with regard to theee problems, although he could not
concede that the Italian contention was in reality Justi-
ried., He said that certalnly the Eritish fortification
of G4braltar and Malta wae of no real danger to Itallan

geourlty under modern conditione of warfare, and that he
had
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had the belief in the back of hie own mind that Mussolini's
ultimate objectives were territorisl acquleitions by

Italy in Northern Africa, primarily in Tﬁnll at the ex-
pense of France, and that the limited objJectives now

etated by Italy were only a part of the whole pleturs,.

He sald that & year and a half ago he had been fully
prepared to reach an immediate settlement with Italy, but
that Just at that junoture the Itallen people had been
deliberately etirred up to make public demands for
Coreioce, Nice, et cetera, in addition to the demands whioch
France was prepared to concede, and that under those con-
ditione no French Government could have survived politi-
cally Af it had attempted to reach an agreement with
Italy. During recent months he sald the attitude of the
Italian Government had been reascnable and moderate. The
French econocmle arrangement with Italy was in general
working out well, and none of the economiec difficultles
which had erisen between the British and Itallans had so
far arisen in the case of France and Itely.

I took occasion at thie point to eay that in all of
my conversations in Rome I had never heard one word sald
by the Italian authorities which was 1n the slightest
degree in the nature of any recrimination agalnet France,
and that my own obeervation had led me to the concluslon
that whatever antagoniem to France might have exieted last
year, there was no overt sign of such antagonism at the
present moment.

I stated that it seemed to me that the Italian Gov-
ernment was now in a position where from the standpolnt
of the possibility of peace 1t ococuprled a singularly

strategle
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etrateglc place. I had galned the impreseion that the
Italian Government belleved that 1f a "real war" broke
out its own position would become lncreasingly precarious
with every week that passed. Its economioc eituation
would become prejudiced because of the greatly increased
difficulties under such conditione of obtalning the raw
materials, such as coal, which were indiepensable to 1ite
national economy., The military pressure which would un-
doubtedly be brought to bear upon Itely from one side or
the other, or from both, would reeult in serlous diesquiet
on the part of the Italian people, and it was therefore
my judgment that Italy deeired to do what ehe could to
further peace, although of course always taking 1t for
granted that in the negotiationof any agreement which
might result in peace Italy would be out to get for her-
gelf everything that could be obtained.

M. Daladier then went on to a discuesion of French
peace objectives. He sald that obviously neither France
nor England could agree, from the political standpoint,
to any peace which did not provide for the restoratlon of
an independent Poland and for the independence of the
Crech people. He said that in hie own Judgment there was
every reason why the really German peoples of Central
Europe should live under German rule, provided they so
desired. The City of Danzig was clearly a German olty,
and 1t was equally obvious that the CGermane of the
Sudetenland or of Western Poland should be afforded the
opportunity of uniting with the Releh 1f they so desired.
That, he saild, had been his point of view at the time of

the Munioh Agreement.
But
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But he emphasized that he d4id not belleve at the
time of Munlich, and he 4id not bellieve now, that this
one factor--the unity of the German peoples of Central
Burope--was what the German people really desired, much
leees what their present lesders desired. He repeated fto
me how Hitler had sald personally %o him at Munich that
the Czechs were an inferlior people, and that Germany
would never consent to deflle the purlity of the German
race by ilnocorporating Bohemia and Moravia in Greater
Germany, and now of course Hitler had proved that the
aggurances given in that sense had been lles, knowlngly
uttersd, He belleved that the German Government had been
following very intelligently a polley of ultimate domina-
tion of Europe and of the Near East. He was by no means
gure that the ultimate ambitione did not go further. In
any event, he sgid, the polnt had been reached where
France could no longer submit to the kind of experience
to which the present German regime was forocing Europe to
submit, and France consequently must fight untlil she had
gained actual seocurity for herself.

He knew thoroughly well that the assurances con-
tinually uttered by Hitler, that he had forever renocunced
any sepirations upon Aleace-Lorralne, were ae untruthful
ag the assurances he had earlier given with regard to
Czechoelovakia, since he had abeolute evidence that
German propaganda agents long before the outbreak of war
had been attempting to create the same kind of emotional
stir among the German-spesking peoplee in Alssce as that
which hed been oreated by German sgente in 1838 in the
Budetenland, He said that he even had documents showlng

that
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that these Cerman agents were instructed to follow exaotly
the seme lines as those followed by Henlein in the Budeten-
land.

At thie stage I interrupted to ask, with reference
to the Prime Minister's statement that he belleved that
the German peoples of Central Eurcpe had a right to unite,
what his view might be with regard to the attitude of the
Austrian people, so far as continued amalgamation with
the German Relch was concerned. I told him that I had
been frequently told that the majority of the Augtrian
people preferred continued amalgamation with the Relch
to the kind of national semi-starvation which they had
undergone during the twenty years following 1919.
¥, Daladier replied that his own Judgment wae that 1f a
fair pleblecite was held in Austria an overwhelming ma jority
would indieste thelr desire to separate from the Relch,
and possibly to amalgamate with some other country, such
as Hungary, but that, from the standpoint of French poliey,
with regard to any puuiiblu peace basls, France would
agree to a continued domination by Germany of Austria, if
a really impartial plebiscite showed that the Austrlan
people eoc desired.

The Prime Minister made it very clesr to me that he
did not believe that politlcel or territorial adjust-
ment would create any insuperable difficulty in reaching
peace. He made 1t equally clear that whatever he might
gsay in publiec, he would not refuse to deal with the pres-
ent German regime, but always upon one fundamental and
essential basie, namely that France should thereby obtaln

aotual



aotual practical, phyeical security, which would make it
impossible for her again to find herself lnvolved in war
with Germany. I asked him what his views might be with
regard to the machinery that might be greated--machinery
of an international character--that could afford such
actual physlcal security.

M. Daladier sald that the real problem was that the
military forces of the opposing Powers were in some ways
sguivalent. Clearly disarmament wae the only solutlon;
and yet how could any actual step towards disarmament be
undertaken by France or by England unless they were con-
fident that Germany and Italy were in reality disarming
at the same time? How could France have any confldence
in any disarmament which CGermany might allege she was
undertaking, in view of the experience Franoe had had
during the post-War years, and especially durlng the
latter portion of that period? (He referred to the periocd
before Germany publiely anncunced that she wae rearming.)
The French military mission in Germany under General Nollet
had been perfectly well aware that every time stocke of
German ermamente were destroyed, saulvalent or greater
gtocke were belng constructed secretly in other parts of
Germany. He sald it would seem ae if only the neutral
Powers could insure disarmament in Europe by meane of the
assumption by them of the responelbllity for geeing thet
Alsarmament was actually undertaken, and this in the last
analysis meant the poseibllity of the uee of force by the
neutral Powers. None of the European neutral Powere had
any military strength whatever, and there was glearly
only one neutral Power which had the military etrength

to
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to agsume such responsibility, and that was the United
8taten.

I said that ae he knew this wae a field for con-
Jeoture outeide of the strict limitations of my miselon,
but thet I felt I would be remise if I did not give him
immediately my own pereonal feeling on thie point, and
that I belleved I wae entirely acourate in expreseing
the views of my own OGovernment, and of the American people,
when I seid that the Unlted S8tates would not assume any
' responslbility of this character which implied as a poten-
tlal obligation the utllization of American military
strength in preserving the peace of Europe. I sald that
that determinetion on the part of the American people
had been made clear time and again in the course of the
history of American poliey in the lest twenty vears.

On the other hand, I sald, I thought that 1t was
concelivable that if some practical plan for the gradual,
progreesive, reduction of armamente in Europe was agreed
upon by the European Powers, and they deslred to create
commigsions composed in pert of neutrel representatives
in order to lnsure the falthful compliance with the reduc-
tion of armament agreements which might be reached, the
Government of the United Statea in ite desire to further
a real and lasting peace in Europe, and in the world,
might agree to the utilization of American citirens in
such a capacity, but always with the clear understanding
that the pervice of American eltizens in such capacity
did not involve in any esense an obligation on the part
of the Unlted States to see that the partlies to such an
agreement lived up to their obligatione.

M. Daladier
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M. Daladier said that he thought aviatlion was the
orux of the problem. He said that he thought 1t was
entirely poseible, as he himself had indicated in Geneva
on earlier ccecamsions, for an aviation force composed of
unite from the various European Powere to be set up,
under some form of international authority, as a police
power in Europe to insure the maintenance of peace, and
the compliance by the various Powers with the commitmente
into which they might enter. He eald he was confident
that such a police force, if properly administered, would
be sufficient to prevent any nation in Europe from under-
taking aggressive action. He sald that he could not be-
lieve that, with modern aviation being what 1t was, the
threat which the utilization of such a pnlipce force would
involve would not be sufficlent to have prevented those
European Powers which had pursued a poliey of aggression
in recent years from carrying out such acts of aggreselon,
had such a police force existed.

He sald that he further believed that a very olear
dietinetion could be made, as President Foosevelt had
indiocated, between offensive and defensive categories in
armaments. He said that he belleved that securlty could
be obtalned by the destruction of all offensive types of
armaments and the retention by the individusl natlione of
only those categories of armaments which were clearly
defensive in nature.

We discussed the nature of the suthority which might
be set up under international agreement and, while it did
not meem to me that he had resched any preolse or detalled
views with regard thereto, he made 1t very oclear to me

that
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that his mind wae open on the subleot and that if prac-
tical machinery of this kind could be worked out he would
favor it as the besie for Frenoch securlity in the future.
Cur conversatlon on this sub)eot was premised upon the
eontinuing mobilization of the Powers now in confliot

until the first practical steps had been taken to carry
out such a dlisarmament echeme, with progresslve demoblill:za-
tion over a considerable period of time.

The Prime Minister then went back to his experiences
at Munich and to a discusslon of the personality of Hitler.
He sald that during the Munlch meetinge Hitler had been
intolerant, end intolerable, for long periods durlng the
discussions, and then would suddenly change completely
and beoome moderate and conciliatory in hie manner. He
spoke with real appreclation of the efforte of Muessolini
at that time, and of the fact that it had been Museolini
time and again during the Munich conferences who had
brought Hitler back to a more reasonable point of view.
He spoke with contempt of Ribbentrop, and wlth great
antipathy, but of a different kind, for Goerling, although
he expressed the bellef that the substitution of Hitler
by Goering would not in any real sense change the present
cheracter of the regime in Germany.

The Prime Minister had asked me to dine with him at
the Qual 4'Orsay at 8:30, with three or four members of
the Government, and I therefore left him at this polnt
in our conversation eince the hour for dinner had nearly

arrived.

Before dinner I made a brief oell of courtesy on
M. Champetier
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M. Champetier de Ribes, the Under Secretary of Forelgn
Relations, who said nothing of intereet beyond expressing
hie gratification that the President had designated a
special representative to the Vatican, and beyond emphasiz-
ing hie own belief that thie recognition by the Presldent
of the United States of the moral force of the Church was
of real practical value in the present world situation.

I alec spent a guarter of an hour in conversatlon
with M. Alexis Léger, the Secretary General of the French
Foreign Office. M. Léger, whose mind is typical of that
kind of French mentality which ie logical, and mathe-
matieally precise, and very clear, but which makes no
allowances for the imponderables of human nature such as
human emotlon, devoted himself to a diecussion of French
relations with Italy. To M. Léger the fault throughout
had been on the side of the Itallans, and French polloy
had been correot from beginning to end. It wae very clear
that on this question he differed entlirely from
M. Daladier, and I geined the lmpression that the letter
had complained of the results of the poliey toward Italy
which the French Foreign Offlce had been carrylng on.

M. Léger also informed me that the French Government had
resdy at Brest, waiting to sall, a number of French ves-
gels sufficlent to transport 50,000 French troops to
Finland by way of Norway and Bweden, but that up to the
present moment the French Government had been unable to
persuade the Government of Finland to request offioially
the sending of thie military assistance by France.

M. Léger told me that the Government of Sweden had informed
the French Government, and also the Government of Finland,

that
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that if these troops were sent over Bwedlsh territory the
Swedes would destroy the railrosd lines so0 ae to make 1t
impossible for the troope to reach Finland, and that 1t
had been this attitude on the part of Sweden, in additilon
to the fear on the part of Finland of German interventicn
on the side of FRussla, which had caused the unwillingnees

of Finland to ask for such asslstance.

The Prime Minister had me to dinner with MM. Chautempe,
Bonnet, Léger, Champetier de Ribes, and Coulondre. The
conversation both at dinner and after dinner wae of no
particular significance except for the graphie datalle
given by the Prime Minlster of hls expedition to Munich
in September 1938 and except for the discuselon of Franco-
Ttalian relations. The Prime Miniater made 1t very clear,
and with the open assent of MM. Chautemps and Bonnet, that
if a general peace settlement could be reached France
would agree to sell the Abyseinian railroad to Italy, con-
cede the Port of Djibouti to Itely, glve Italy falr pro-
portionate representation on the Board of the Suez Canal,
and to gilve Italy the rights requested with regard to
Italiansresident in Tunie. My conversation with the Prime
Minister in the afternoon had evidently brought relations
with Italy to the forefront of his mind, since he in-
structed Léger in my presence and in the most categorical
manner to see to it that every possible coneideration was
given from now on to the seneibilities of both Mussolini
and Ciano, quite apart from the teking of a conecliliatory
attitude with regard to any negotiations that might be 1in
progress, or which might be later undertaken, between the

two Governmenta.






PARIS, March 7, 1840.

I was received by President Lebrun at the Elysee
Palace at 4 o'clock on the afternoon of March 7. The
American Charge d'Affaires accompanied me, as he did
to all my interviews with the memberes of the Frenoh
Government at my partioular request.

Presldent Lebrun greeted me with the utmost cordial-
ity, and I outlined to him the nature of my mieelon and
emphasized the confidentlial oharacter of any views he
might care to give me.

The Presldent read to ma the text of the message
which he had addressed in November to the Queen of the
Netherlande and the King of the Belglans lndleating the
nature of the peace which the French Government regarded
as being indispensable. He emphesized the worde "a
durable and just pemce" and the insistence of France that
no peace could be made unless France obtained thereby
complete guaranteer of security for the future.

I sald to the Freeident that the President of the
United States had espeolally charged me to make 1t clear
that the Government of the United States was not inter-
ested in the possibllity of any temporary or precarlous
peace, but solely in the possibility which might today
exist of finding the basis for a peace based on justice
and seourity. I said that in thle regard the views of
my Government corresponded very exactly to the viewe al-
ready enunciated by the French Government, although I
desired to make it oclear that at this stage my Govern-
ment had no suggestlions or proposals to offer.

Frealdent
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President Lebrun then launched into an hlstoric
dissertation covering the sixty-nine years of hle life.
He spoke of his having been born in a French province
adJacent to the German border, and of his earliest recol-
leotions being memories of German officers and troops
oooupying that portion of France. The giet of the argu-
ment was the argument which has been so frequently eet
forth, and which is today being so frequently set forth--
and with so much reason--by French stateemen, namely that
the oldest generation of Frenchmen living today has seen
three wars involving France, brought about ae the result
of German poliey, and that it ie the vital need cf France
to assure herself thet at lemst one generation of French-
men can be born to live a normal span of life, and dle,
without having seen their country lnvolved in war as the
result of Cerman aggresslon.

There was nothing in the slightest degree signifi-
oant in any of the detaile mentioned by the President,
and his memory ie evidently failing rapldly, because
it seemed to be impossible for him to remember with any
agocuracy names or dates, or even facts.

At the end of our interview he asked me to convey
his most friendly personal greetings to the President;
he spoke of the deep appreciation of his wife for the
gourtesiesa shown her when she vislted the United States
some years ago, and of hie great regret that he himeelf
would be unable to vielt the United States this ocoming
gummer a8 he had planned. He saild that he had done his
utmost to prevent hie own re-election to the Presideney,
but that, in view of the oritical situation in Europe,

he
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he had been foroed to accede to the inslstent demand of
the French political leaders for hie re-electlon. He
then took me upon a tour of the Elysée Palace--being
absolutely unable to remember the name of the sublecte
of any of the portraite which he pointed out to me--and

we then spent some ten minutes before the photographers.






PARIS, Marech 8, 19840.

I first visited Senator Jeanneney, the President of
the Senate. The Senator received me in hie officlal resi-
dence overlooking the Luxembourg Gardens. He has now
reached the age of seventy-seven, and he prefaced our
conversation by calling my attention to the fact that the
buet of Clemencesu wae on the cheet of drawers above his
head. He said to me that Clemenceau had been the dominat-
ing influence in hie 1life.

The Senator told me that he, llke Pfauxdunt Lebrun,
came from a French province adjecent to Germany, and that
his earliest recollections had to do with the Germen mill-
tary occupation of the villsge where he was born. He
reminded me that since thst time ae a result of German
policy France had been plunged 1nto two new wars, and he
asgured me that the sentiment of the French Senate was unan-
imoue in favoring & continuetion of the present war until
Germany was defeated, and until Germany had been taught
guch & lesson aé to make it imposeible for the CGerman
people ever agaln to bring about a European conflagra-
tion.

It seemed to me, as I lietened to the Senator, that
I wae hearing the volce of Clemenceau himeelf: "There
1g only one way in which to deal with a mad dog. Either
k11l him, or chain him with steel chalne which cannot be

broken."

I next visited M. Herriot, President of the Chamber
of Deputies. M..Herrliot spoke with the deepest admiratlon
for the President, and with much appreciation of his vielt

to
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to Washington in 1932,

He then delivered to me an address which lasted well
over an hour, andl which was beautifully phresed and highly
emotional in character. The glat of the address was that
his entire life, during the past twenty years, had been
devoted to the attempt to lay the foundatlons for a real
and laeting friendship and understanding between the
German and French peoples; that time and again hie efforte
had failed; that time and again German stetesmen like
Stresemenn and Marx had lled to him, and had decelved him,
and that he had reached the poeltive convietion that the
German people were themeelves the cause of the present
situation, and not their leaders alone. He told me that
when he had wvisited London in 1924 in order to meet the
penbers of the German Government who were then vislting
England upon the invitation of Ramesy MacDonald, then
Prime Minister, Stresemann in a secret meeting with Herrlot
" had done his utmost to persuade the lstter to enter into
an alliance with Germany to the exoluslon of England.
Herriot sald that he had rejected the proposal in no un-
certain terma.

Insofar ag the present eituation wae concerned,

M. Herriot saw no solution other than a military victory
by France. He told me that the result of a "real war"
would be devaetating, that French economy would be in
ruins for many decades to come, and that he bellieved that
as a result of the war the soclal and economic structure
of Europe would be completely changed. He was utterly
peseimistic, completely without hope, and without an lota
of any conetructive suggestion or proposal with regard to

the poselbility of any laeting peace at this time.
In
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In the afterncon I had separate interviews of ap-
proximately two hours each with MM, Chautempe and Bonnet.
In my conversation with the former, M. Chautempe indicated
an entirely receptive attitude towarde the possibility of
the negotiation of a peace with the present Government of
Germany, provided that the politlical terme of euch a
peace agreement included the reconetitution of Poland,
the independence of Bohemla and Moravias, and the inde-
pendence of Austria. He ineleted that the Austrian people
desired thelr liberty and independence, and that no
pleblsclte was either necessary or expedient. With regard
to the poseibility of obtaining security for France through
an international agreement for the destructicn of offensive
armaments, and for the maintenance of an international
police power, he sasld that his mind waes entirely open and
that 1f some practicable plan could be devised which would
glve real seourity to France he, personally, would strongly
recommend the entrance upon negotiatione of that character
rather than a continuation of the war.

We talked at eome length upon the sconomic festures
of a lasting pesce, and he mssured me that hie own bellef
wag that in the intereste of France herself France should
adopt the liberal poliecy supported by the United Btates.

In my conversation with M. Bonnet, the latter gave
me & detalled aecount of the history of negotiations
between Germany and France eince Beptember 1938. There
was nothing of any importance in hie relation beyond an
account of correspondence and conversatione already pub-
lished in the French Yellow Book. He insliasted upon it
that when Fibbentrop came to Parie early in December of

1938,
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1938, and the question of French policy in Eastern Europe
had come up for ventilation, he had never direoctly or
indirectly glven Germany any assurances that France would
wash her hands with regard to the fate of Poland [ae
Goering in Berlin had assured me had been the case].

M. Bonnet said that the only statement he had made to
Ribtbentrop in that oconnection had been that the French
Government signed the Pact of Non-aggreseion with Germany
with the sole reservetion that the lNon-sggression Paot
should not be construed as impaliring France's obligatione
under her two then-exieting treaties of slliance, namely
those with Boviet Russia and with Poland. M. Bonnet told
me that Ribbentrop had etated in reply to the above
declaration of the French Minister that the French reserva-
tion in regard to Poland could in no sense be regarded as
prejudiclal to Germany by the German Government, lnasmuch
ag Germany herself then had a pact of non-aggresslon with
Poland, and inasmuch as the German Government believed
that relations between Germany and Poland would he in-
creasingly friendly during the next four or five years.
M. Bonnet eald that Ribbentrop wlith regard to this quee-
tion had 1lied brazenly and directly, and that in the
offielal documente covering that period which hed already
been made public he had attempted tc set forth the facte
as they really were.

M. Bonnet spoke at some length of the situation with
regard to the French Labor Unlone, and assured me that
Labor in France was ocooperating solidly with the Govern-
ment, and that in that sense the situation was far more
satiefaotory in France than had been the sltuation in
1914-18,.






PJRIS, Maroch 9. 1940,

I had an hour's interview with M. Paul Reynaud, the
French Seoretary of the Treasury, and afterwards had lunch
with him alone in his office in the Lpuvrn. which ocou=-
ples the former bedroom of the Prince Imperial, and which
overlooks the Tuileries Gardene and the Champs Elysées.

In my judgment M. Paul Reynaud has & greater graep
of Forelgn Relations, and has a keener mind, than any
other member of the present French Government.

I firet touched upon economic guestlone, and em-
phasized my hope that the French monopoly would eontlinue
ite purchases of American tobacco, and that the French
Government would continue to buy as many agricultural
supplies as might be poseible in the United States.

M. Reynaud told me bluntly that the eltuation of
the French Government was fast reaching the point where
1%t would have to utilize all of the forelgn exchange 1%
obtained in the purchase of armament constructed in the
United States, and that consequently purchases of non-
egsentials like tobaoco, et cetera, could not be under-
taken on any conslderable ecale by the French authoritles.
He pald that he fully realized the international signifi-
cance of this decision, and the dletrees which would be
ocoasioned our American producers, but that in a time of
grave crisis such as this he saw no other way out of the
diffieculty.

I sald to the Minieter that ae he undoubtedly knew
my Government had been in contact with other neutral Gov-
ernments during recent weeks, with the hope that these

diplomatle
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diplomatioc interchanges might result on the part of the
neutrales in a crystallization and colncidence of views
with regard to the after-war problems of the limitatlion
and reduction of armaments, and the creation of a llberal
international economle eyetem. I sald to the Minister
that I had brought with me in memerandum form the outllne
of the views of my Government with regard to the latter
problem, and that I would very gledly have him read thie
memorandum. The Minister resd it, and expressed emphatle
acguiescence in all of its detaila. I then said to the
Minister that if the principles so lald down were supported
by the French Government, I believed 1t would be of the
utmoet importance that the policy of the French Government
in such regard, ineofar se the post-war perlod 1s con-
perned, be made known %o the public. He immediately
adopted thes suggestion, eald he would dictate a few fen-
tences expressing the adherence of the French Government
to the princioles so outlined, and esald that he would
iague a communiqué to the Press in those terms before

the end of the day. This he subseguently did.

During our conversation in his office, and at lunch,
the Minister discuseed in an exceedingly temperate,
moderate and conetructive fashion the present sltuatlon,
the probleme created by the actlons of Germany in the
past three or four years, and the post-war settlements
which would arise after the war.

He sald that he was rightly regarded ae the "hardest!
man in the French Government with regard to French rela-
tione with Germany. He added that in September 1938, as

I
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1 undoubtedly remembered from a conversation I had had
with him at that time, he had believed that France should
declare war upon Germany in order to eave Czechoslovakia,
end that he wae convinced that if France had done so at
that time, England would have been forced into the war on
the side of France. Munich had been a cardinal error 1in
French and Britleh polley.

But that was past history. His well-known geentiments
on thie eubject, and on the general subject of Franco-
German relations, made 1t easler for him to follow an ob=-
Jeotlve polliey now.

He stated to me gulte plainly that he belleved the
political and territorial lasues now at gtake could be
aolved without any considerable difficulty through nego-
tiations between the Allies and Germany. He etated that
the real problem wae the problem of how Franoe could
ohtain security and insure herself against & repetition
of German aggression. He sald that if a practical scheme
pould be devised, upon the basle of an international air
force a8 a police power, and the abolitlon of ell cate-
gories of offenalve grmament, he would eupport euch a
negotiation, belleving 1t to be infinitely more in the
interests of the French people than the continuation of
the present war, with the probable economiec and goolal
havoo and ruin which would reeult, quite apart from the
inevitable losses in 1ife and property.

_ M. Paul Reynaud spoke with deep appreoiation of the
sooperation shown the French Treagury by the American
Treasury Department. He espeolally neked that I convey

his gratitude to Secretary Horgenthau.
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Ae I was leaving, M. Reynaud said that he knew that
I had arranged to see M. Daladier agaln on Thursday,
March 14, and that he hoped that I would ask M. Daladier
to let him, M. Reynaud, be present at this interview. To
thie request I made no comment, inaemuch ee I was familiar
with the strained relatlions between M. Daladler and
M. Reynaud, and because I belleved that M. Daladier would

probably resent any such suggestion on my part.






Parie, March 9, 1840,

I called upon General Sikorski and upon M. Zaleski,
the Prime Minister and Forelgn Minieter of the recently
conetituted Polish Government.

General Sikorskl impreseed me as a man of charaocter,
of integrity, and of patrlotism, but as being without any
partienlar intellectual ability. Hie conversation was
devoted entirely to an account of the recent atrocitles
committed in Poland by the fGermans, and to the emphatic
expreeeion of hle bellef that if Poland had mobllized
last August forty-elght hours before she actually d4id,
Germany would never have been able to be victorilous,

M, Zaleekli handed me a written memorandum contalne—
ing hls viewa as to the present European sltuation and
a8 to the siltuation of the Polish pecple, Thers was
nothing really significant in my conversation with him,

I inquired about the report I had recelved to the effect
that Colonel EBeck had resched a detalled agreement with
Hitler at Berchtesgaden in January 1838, covering the
regtoratlion of Danzlg to Germany, and the grantlng of
extraterritorial communications to Germany between Greater
Germany and Eastern Prussia, M, Zaleskl assured me that
no such detalled agreement had ever been reached, but that
it was true that when Beck's interview with Hlitler at that
time terminated, Beck had eald to Hitler that he bellieved
the asolution of this problem would not oreate any real
difficulty between the Pnlisgh and German Governments.

M. Zaleskl esemed profoundly peseimistio with regard
to the present sltuatlon in Europe, and appeared to share

none of General Sikoreki's optimlem ag to the eventual

vietory of the Allied armies,






LONDON, Merch 11, 1940,

The Ambassador accompanied me at 3:30 p.m. to the
Foreign Office, where I was received immediately by Lord
Halifsax,

Lord Halifax 18 exactly like hie photographse: exceed-
ingly tall, gangling, and with a rather inchoate faoce,

But one cannot be with him for more than a few minutes before
one 18 impressed with his innate sincerity, with the
strength of hie determination to pursue "the right", as he
sees 1t; with his essentlial "goodness", One can question

the abllity o his intellect to cope with the more devious
processes of other minds, or the breadth of his insight into
the problems of the present world situation; but not, I
think, his quality of "character',

The conversation began with very few prelimlinarles.

I outlined to the Foreign Becretary the scope of my in-
etructions, and made it particularly clear that I wee not
carrying with me any proposal, and that all that I was
looking for on behalf of the Presldent was the posslblllty
at this junoture of the establishment of any real and
lasting peace,

Lord Halifax reviewed the history of the past year and
a half since Munich, He related in great detall the efforts
of Mr. Opamberlain and of himself to adopt towarde Germany
a poliey of coneiliatory Jjustice, with recognition by Great
Britain of the legitimate right of Germany to eccnomlie bene-
fite in Central and Eastern Europe, and with full willing-
ness to concede that Germans under other Jurisdletions 1n
Central Europe should, if they so desired, be afforded the
opportunity of living under the German Reich. He reminded
me that every step taken by Great Britaln in that direction
has resulted not only in new and more far-reaching demands

by
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by Hitler, but also, what was far more Iintolerable, in the
utter disregard by Hitler of the sclemn agreemente into
which he had entered. He sald that no international
soclety in which powerful nations went back on their
pledged word was a socclety which could long survive, unless
one were willing to admit that physical force should be

the determining factor in modern civilizatlon - that, the
British Government, he sald, and likewlse the Unlted States
Government, he felt sure, could not concede,

He gave me & very careful account of the atatements
made by the British Government to Hitler in August, 1939,
to convince me that Chamberlain had made 1t completely
clear to Hitler that the British were willing to favor a
negotiation between Poland and Germany of the Danzlg and
German minority issues, but that if Germsny invaded Fpland
Great Eritain would fight. Whetever Ribbentrop may have
told Hitler, Lﬁnd Halifax spid, Hitler Must have known
beyond the shadow of a doubt that German invaelon of Foland
meant a general European War.

Lord Halifax mentloned his own journeys to Germany 1p
recent years, snd hie conferences with Hitler and with
Goering in the hope that personal contacts and explanatione
might help to solve the problem.

In summary, his conviction was, he seld, that no last-
ing peace could be made in Europe so long as the Nazl régime
dominated Germany, and controlled German polley. FPesace
could not be made except 4n the basis of confldence, and
what confidence could be pleced in the pledged word of a
Government that was pursuing a policy of open and brutal
aggression, and that had repeatedly snd openly violated

ite solemn contractual obligationa?



I said thet 1t seemed to me that the issue he ralsed
was necessarlly a fundamental issue, but that it ocourred
to me that there were other vital and basic issued to be
explored in the present situation ae well. I said that
1t seemed to me that the cuestion Lard Helifsx had ralsed
hed to do squarely with the cuestioh of security, but that
under existing conditions I wondered whether it would be
possible for any Governnment, or sny vpecple, to belleve that
the millennium had come snd place complete confidence in
the good feith of even a completely new government of Ger-
many, or for that matter, of many other governments, so
long as present armaments continued, and so long as every
great natlion had it within ite power overnight to destroy
olvillan populations, to slaughter women and children,
and to ruln industrial production. I wondered, I said,
whether disarmament was not the real key to the problem,
because 1t seemed to me that a real disarmament must tend
towards the reestablishment of confidence, and towards
the rebullding of economic securlty which in turn always made
less likely the urge towards military conquest.

At thle stage the conversation ended because the King
and Queen had invited the Ambassador and myself to tea mt
Buckingham Palace at healf paat four.

Lord Halifex sald that the Prime Minlster was expect-
ing me at elx. He sald that if I preferred to see Mr,
Chamberlain alone he would of course quite understand,
and would not be present at the interview, I replied
that, 6n the contrary, I particularly hoped that Lord Hali-
fax would be present at my conference with Mr, Chamberlain,
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