


THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON 

.::UiU 
MEMORAlfDUM TO THE PRESIDENT: 

Subject: Reconstitution of the Aruty- ><-37/t; 
Navy Munitions Board. 

Enclosure : Letter trom Army-Navy Munitions 
Board to Secy. of War and Secy. 
of Navy. 

The enclosed letter on the above aubject 
vas referred to the Joint ClU.efs of Statf by the 
Secretaries of War and Navy in order that it might 
be considered by them prior to being forwarded to 
you. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff recommend that 
you approve the proposals made by the Secretaries 
of War and Navy. 

For the Joint Chiefs of Statf : 

.l.oo.411UU'I D. LEAHY, 
Admiral, U.s. Navy, "'V/~ 

Chief of Staff to the 
Cou.ander in Chief of the /u'my and Navy. 

Frnnltlin D. r.ooaevel t LibH.IT 

DEGLP.~Sh lED 
DOD Ollt t>20o.ll (Q/21/M) 

Date- ~/F/ Sf 
11.-tur•- . 

a,~~~. 



A!MY AND NAVY UUIHTIONS BOARD 

\fashington, D. c. 

From: The Army arr:l Navy !Junitions Boord . 

To: The Secretary of \Tar and the secretary 

Subject: Reconstitution of the Artl1)' and Navy Munitions Board. 

1. In view of the present existence of the office of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff with broad responsibilities over milit&ry pr ograms 
and in view of the arrangema.ts n"" in erfect between the Army, Navy 
arr:1 the \far Production Board with regard to the supply of materials and 
products needed by the services, it is recommended that paragraphs 155 
ani 154 of Ssction IV of the Joint Action of the Army and Navy , 1935, 
relating to the Army and llavy Munitions Board as amended by the Amy and 
Navy Munitions Board letter of 28 January 1942, approved by the President 
on 21 February 1942 and as further amended by A:my and Navy Munttions 
Board letter of 7 Novanber 1942, be rescinded and the foll""ing substi­
tuted therefor• 

SECTIOt' IV 

A~IT Alr:J NAVY l'UNTIIONS AOARD 

153 . The authority for the Aruly and Navy !Junitions Board 
is contained in the Joint Board's le tter J , B. ~fo, 346 (Serial 
tlo . 181) of 27 June 1922, approved by the Secr etary of War and 
the Secretary of the Navy 29 Juno 1922. The board consists 
of the Under Secretary of 'rfar and the Urr:ler Secretary of the 
Navy and at their discretion a chairman appointed by them. 
I t is staffed by an Executive Commit tee with an appropriate 
secretariat. It l-as no organization below the level of the 
Executive COIIIDit tee. 

The Executive Co111111ttee consists of one officer 
of flag rank to be selected by the Unier Secretary of the Navy 
and one general officer to be selected by the Urr:ler Secretary 
of war. At such times as there ::ay be a chainnan of the Board, 
he will also act ex officio as a member and as chairll.an of 
the Executive COI!IIIIit tee. I n the discretion of the Army and 
tlavy llunitions Board a representative of the Army Air Forces, 
of the Bureau of Aeronautics, and of the lleritime Commission 
to be aolected by the Assistant secretary of liar for Air, the 



Assistant. Secretary of t.he llavy for Air, and the Chail'llan 
of tho llaritica Cmai.saion, respoctivel7, "''If be added as 
wabors of the Executive Comittee. In the discretion of 
the Board representatives from other agencies ma:y be added 
to the Executive CCI!IIllittee from time to tl..tt;e. 

154 . 'the Board is authorized and directed to: 

a . Porro and direc t the activities of such joint 
comiiiittees as may be neceaaal)' concerningr 

(1) priorit7 mntters; 

(2) clearance cC reiPJlations issued by the 
War Pl-oduc tion Board dealing with conservation, 
l:lmitation, and prior1t7 adl:linilltrat ion; 

(3) clearance of propo58la tor requisitioning 
of property un:ler the Act of 16 October 1941; 

(4 ) clearance of acquisition by government 
acmcies of port terminal facilities; and 

( 5) the perforroance of .t'llnctione imposed on 
the Board by Public Law 117, 76th Congress with 
respect to tho tJUrohsse of strategic • teriala for 
stockpile purposes an:l their release for war uoee. 

b. In conjunction with the Joint Adllliniatrat.ive 
Cotll!lil:tee advise the Joint Chiefs of Staff on attera 
having to do with priority policies and •terial supply. 

c. Perfon:o such other functions and duties as ma7 be 
assigned to it. by the Socretary of :far and the Secreta')' 
of the !laY)'. 

2. 1be Executive Coromittee in canying out the functions relative 
to developraent of priorities policies an:l to caterial supply is available 
to .t'llnction as a c001:1ittee for the Joint Administrative Committee or the 
Join t Chiefs of Staff. '!he Executive Committee will maintail\ the recorda 
of tho Board so that tha Board may resume ita previous broader functions 
in time of peace. 

&. 'the Army and Navy l.lunitione Board will report, when necessary, 
to tho President through the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

4. In view of the tact that llilitary Order , The \thite House, 
July 5, 1939, signed by Franklin tl. Roosevelt, COI:IDIIIlder-in-chief, a tate a 
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that tJ\e Board sha 11 he reatter exercise 
and s upe rvisi on, 1 t 111 reooi!U:I8nded that 
be obtained, 

/s/ Robert p , Patterson 

ROBERT P. PAT'IERSOO 
Under Seore tary o! olar, 

fa/ Robert P. Patterson 

Aot1~ Secretary of War. 

APPROVED: 

ita !unctions under his di rection 
approval of the Commander-in-chief 

/a/ Forrest&l 

JA!'ES F'OR!!ESTAL 
Urrler Secretary of the Navy. 

/s/ Prank Knox 

Secretary of the Navy. 

APPROVR!J: 

1M l'lhite Houae 
July 28, 1943 
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/a/ l"r.nklin D. Rooaevslt 

FRAIIKLD'f D. frlOSEVEL T 
Commander - in..Chief 
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