


J:0a8, 1 cory no. 30

FEBRUARY 12, 1942

JOINT U. S. CHIEFS OF STAFF
HAWAIIAN DEFENSE FORCES x S04

Hote by Secretary

The enclosure, presented by the Chief of Staff, U. 3. Army,
is circulated for consideration, It has Leen placed on the

agenda of the Joint Chiefs of Staflfl,

W. Bs BHI?H
ENCLOSURE
1., a. Adequate defense of the Hawalian Islands ia

mandatory mnd st be assured at the earliest possible rmoment.
Over-dafense is to be guarded agalnast, since all troops as=-
signed te that mission are not only contained by the enemy
without the use of any of his military resources, but the
amount of shipping avalleble for other purposes is thus un-

necessarlly reduced,

b. The Japanese might attempt alr and naval raids
on outlying islends, destructive air and naval raids on Oahu
or combined air, navel and zround operatlons to selze one of
the large outlying islands as a base for an attack on the fort-
ress of Dahu, Japan has the forces available to carry out any
one or all of the sbove operations, (Much of her ground and
naval power with cargo tonnage is engaged now ln actlive opera-
tions,) If half of her aireraft carrisrs were amployed to
carry on eir attack to the Hawallan Ialands, the total number
of planes would be about 200,

- As long &8s the U, 5, can dispose remsonable
naval force in the Hawallan area, and particularly, as long
as Japan is seriously engaged in the southwest Pacific, it is

estimated that eny attack on Hawaii will be limited to ralds
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by aireraft aend/er submerines,

2, Status of defenss - Ground Forcesd,
&, At present the ground forces in the Hawallan
Iaslands total 45,750, This includes the fellowing mnjor units:

2 Infantry Divisions 17,000
2 Infantry Regiments 6,000
1 FA Regiment 1,200
1 Tank Dn 600
1l Tank Co 125
5§ Regiments CA EED; 5,100
5 Regiments CA (AA §,050

Miscellaneous supporting
troops 9;875

b, Additional troops awalting diapntch’to Hawalil includet

1 Infantry Division (Squars) 22,000

2 Negiments CA (AA) 5,000
Miscellansous supporting

troops 8,000

Filler replacemants te bring
units now in Hawall to

full stremgth 19:25n
¢, This will bring the ground forces to a total of
100,000, It is planned that these will be dlaposed about as
follows: (For details see Tab A) .
' 0n Onhu 74,200

Hawaili 15,000
Meui, Molokal, Lannl 6,200
Kaual, Hifhau EEEDG

d. War Department believes that tha force set up for
Oahu (74,000) is sufficient to insure retention of that ls-
land against any fﬁnding operation :hag can be lounched agains®
1t, Tts reduction could be accomplished only through exhaus-
tion of supplies,

e, The garrisons of the other islands will be adequate
for security against raids., With sufficlent U. 3, bonbarduent
aviation based on Oahu (and distributed over other islends),
hostile naval forces cannot hope to ostablish forces on and

operate them from the outlyiang lelands,

J« Alr Forcesa,

a, The air forces in Hawaii include:
43 heavy bombers (Army) (to be inercesed to
80 by July and eventually to 96)
£4 light and medium bombers |
203 pursuit (Army) (to be incressed to 225)
67 Patrol Planes (Navy)

b. These forces provide leng range reconnalsasnce, a
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atriking force and an interception and atteck foreco,

o, The long range reconnalssance is now being performed
by the 87 Navy patrol planes supported by about 24 Army heavy
bombers, These are able to cover & 2907 sector to a range
700 miles, The remaining 70?9 is coversd by modium range Army
and Navy aireraft to a distance of 300 milea, Whilo thia does
not provide a 1007 effective search, it 1s a reasonable degree
of coverage.

d, A minimum of 19 Army heavy bombers remains avall-
gbls for & atriking force, If the Navy could furnish 24
additionel PBY's for search purposes, thus relieving the Army
B-17's now employed on this task, the effectiveness of the
striking force would be greatly increased, By July, sufflclent
heavy bombers will be available te continue the support of the
Navy search patrol and to provide a atriking force of about 56
planes, This is consldered adegquate,

2. The pursult strength of 203 planes now in Hawnii
is sufficlent to combat the numbor and type of hostile plancs
that might be expected.

4, The War Department bellevea that the projected
strength 1s adegquate for the scale of atteek to be expected,
Until the enemy forces are deatroyed or contained, no amount
of defensive strength can completoly guarantee prevention of
air raids or damage resulting thorefrom. The defending forcea
set up can make such an operaticn 3o expensive na to be a very

definite deterrant.

5. The Commanding General, Hawalisn Department, with
the concurrence of the Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet (Tab
B, par. 11) recommends that the heavy bombers be ilncreased
frem 96 to 200.

This would be a gostly diversion of heavy bombers,
eapecially in view of the urgent need for those planes for

offenasive oporationa in acetiva theat ua.
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G, Effect of the Presence of the Flect,

Operationa of the fleot in the Howallan reglon
would add to the socurity of the defense through the additional
goverage and worning thus provided and by the throst to hostile
surface vessela, The flest at ancher in Pearl Harbor is not

& deterrent to Japanese raids, it lis an inducoment,

Te ﬂnnﬁluniun.

&, The Army lorces being sent to Hawall, with the
present naval local defonce forees, provide & defense which
should mssure rontention of the lslands, prevent serious damage
to instzllations therein and permit fresdom of actlon to the
Pacific Fleot, subject only to the requirement thaet sea commani-
cotions between Hawoii and the West Coast be protected.

b, The Army ground and alr forces should be incressed
to authorized levels as soon o8 possible after commitments of

higher priority have besen satisfled,

Cincpec File lio.

A2=11/5F12 UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

Ad=-1 Us E.S.P’EHRS‘IL"MHIA,FLRGEHIP

A3/VZ(95) Ha
Serianl 059

¢/o Fleet Post Office,
Pearl Harbor, T. H.
Jan, T, 1842

SECRET

From: Commander-in-Chief, United States Pacifle Fleot,
To @ Cormander-in-Chief, United States Fleet.
Sub ject: Alrplane Situctien, Hawailan Area.

References: {a) ComAirScoFor Conf.ltr. Serial 0755 of
Degomber 1B, 1941, addrossed to Opnev,
(b) CamiAlrStoFor Conf. ltr. Serial 0767 of -
Decomber 24, 1041, addressed to Dunefo,

e) CinCPAC deap. 041001 of January 1942,

a} CinCPAC dosp. 050547 of January 104%.

Enclosure! (A) ComPatfing TWO Sccrét Ltr, Serisl 0033
of Decembor 30, 1841,

A 15 In recent despatches, referonces (e} and (d),
the Commander-in-Chisf, Pacific Fleet, pointed out the vital
noed for improvement of the sircraft gituation in the Hawalicn

araz, This letter is written in amplification.
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2, The following fectora must form the basis for

any ccnaoideratieon of eircraft requiremoents here:

{a) The attock of 7 December will be followed by

othera, The snemy has explolted the olewent of surprise.

He can however, use it again, although to a lesscr ex-
tent because of local alertness measures, 1T adeguate
search is not maintained, In any cose, his strength in
carriers and hesvy ships is such that he need not depend
on surprise, Hias objectives in the firat pssault wore
aireralt and ships. There remaln untouched the very im-
portant and tqmpting objootives of fuel supply, navy yard
industrial establishment and drydocks, comnmercial docks
and tho city of Honolulu, There renains, further, as an
ultimate objective the taking of the island of Qahu it-
selfl, retantion of which ia by no means assured with the
forces now availeble to us,

(b) Japanese elreraft carrior aeviation, with all due

allowance for the advantage of surprise, proved itselfl on

This appliea with full force not only to moterial and to
the training, skill and determination of persomnel, but
also to the unguestionnbly brilliant manner in which the
entire expodition was concelved, plmnned pnd handled,
This arm of the Japaness fleet has been groatly under-
estimated. Its potentinlities must be recognized from
now oh.

(2) Alreralft for Hawaiinn defense mist comprife ade-

gquate forses for long range scarch, for atrikinz and for
local intarception. All of these are vital for effective

defonae, None of these can be effective If any of the
three is inadequate, It mist be sasumed that the Japanoae
will continua to have oxecellent intelligence reports of
our activities here. An organization as perfoct as that
which provided complete information for every minute de-

tail of the first attack cannot safely be assumad to have

B
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baon eliminated. It follows that incbility to malntain
an effoctive search can hardly fail greantly to increaae
the probablility of renewed attack,

Se Ths objectives of long range scarch are to moke
it possible to strike any enemy force befere it can strilke
Oaku and to give emple advence warning of any such attempt.
Provision for the first of these cbjectives covers the second.
As will roadily be seen by simple mathematical analysis (see
enolosure (A}), the senrch should oxtend out to about BOD
miles before plancs turn homewerd each doy in order to:

{a) Make it possible to reach the enemy with an
alr atriking force during daylight on the day he ia
dincavorod, and

(b) Pravent the enemy, if undiscovered on the

previous day, from reaching e positlon clese cnough
for launching aireraft before the succecding day's

search has reached him,

4. Search requirements are based on the following
assumptions:
(a) garrior circraft may be launched 300 miles from

Qshu, There is definite evidenee that carrier gircraft
wore laounched end recovered on 7 Decembor 225 and 300
miles respectively from Oohu, Thase launching and re-
covery pointa con be interchanged without inerecasing the
demand on Jupanese aireraft endurance that has already
been met., It 1s possible that evon groater ranges might
be used by substitution of boabs for torpedocs and with
ratontiﬁﬁ nsar onomy carriers of shorter range types

for their local defensa.

(b)  Carrier speed for the run-in may bs 27 lmots,
This speed is not unroansoncble and s believed to have
beon used on 7 December. The onemy can accept the logla-

tic problem in fuel, for he did so,
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(¢) It cannot be sssumed that eny direction of gpproach

may safely Eé left unguarded, The fuel problam ajein ls
no detervent, for the approsch was made from the north
on 7 Docermber., Incroase in diffieulty of the loglatle
problom would not be proportionately groat if oven mn
approach from the east were attempted. At the seme time,
as discussed above, noglect of ony ssctor 1s apt soon

to bo knovm.

(a) Air Search visibility is 25 miles. That is, air-
araft during the majority of ths search ere S50 milos
apart, although thoy are closer togother than this from
departurs until they are 300 miles out. This visiblility
gssumption is obvlously optimlistle, particularly sinece
clear weather will seldom cxtend over the entire search
arga, It is, however, the best (and the most) that can
be done with sireraft avellable unless vory largo arcas
gre to bo entirely neglected. Although each succeading
day's search tends to disclosc, ot closer range, vhat
might have beun misscd on tha previous day, the long
range ssarch should be far meore poaitive then is now

possible.

5. The upshot of the foregolng gasumptions, which

include perfect wisibillity, iz that about 50 plenea (the number

varying slightly with type) are ncoded daily for scarch, This
number cannot be reduced, as suggested in the enclosure, if

and when roliable radar aquipment for mirplancs is available,
for this equipment will mersly serve to countor the effoct of

poor visibility. Actually, toward mecting at present the
minimum raquiramant of 50 por day, the situation 1s as follows:
With departure of Patrol Squadron Twenty-Two for the Aslatic
thentre and with completion of the current tronsfor here ol
three sguadrons from the meinland, the number of patrol planes
hore becomcs 87, with 4 of these under ropair for at least a

month, The number of Army heavy bombers (BE=1718) here is 42,

.
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with 2 additional expected later. (Nota that paragroph 2 of
the enclosure is not up to date on these patrol plane and Army
bomber figures.) This leaves a totul on hand of 109 long range

planes,

B. With theso it is not poasible simaltancously
and effectively to maintain nocossary long range scarch opora-
tions, to keep available a uscful air striking forcos, and to
moet conatant requirements for u;acinl missions, such as covor-
mé submarine contacts snd guarding coanvey approsch and de-
parture, without having on hand foir search along at least
throe times the number of plencs that are needed for scurch
on any given day. There is no way of getting arcund this if
matoriel and personnel are to maintain the pace, HNelther one

nor the other can do more,.

T Search acotuaelly haing mede has hod to be re-
duced to the following basis:

(a) The radius for the long range planes is 700
miles, Nelther patrol planes nor B-17's ¢can go ferther
with reasonable margin for safe retura, while corrying
eny bombs,.

{b) 25 patrol planes and 12 Army B-17's are boing
used daily for search (18 B-17'a ara being held con-
tinuously ready ss a minimum striking force.) The long
renge socarching planes cover total sectora of about 290
degreos. Such relatively ineffectual planes (V3), VJ
and Army B=18'a) ss are available are used to cover re-
maining sectors totaulling about 70 dogrees to distances
of 200 or 300 miles.

Be Thege figurea vary somewhat from dey to day,
but the overnll result is that only four-fifths of the circle
is being covered to & reasonable range, and this with mediccre
effectiveness, although available material and personnel areo

being strainod to the 1limit, Furthermore, the remaining fifth
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is being covered very poorly, to :h@rt and inconcluasive

ranges. Still furthnr; this essentianl exponditura of elfort : %
leaves no patrol ploncs available for support of task forces
on specinl missions and none for our outlying island bases,

beyond tho two cach that are now boing meintained on on oxe

change baais at Johnston and Falmyra,

9, To improve the nitu;tian outlined ebove, which
is no% only sritical but dangorous, there should be earliead
possible nction toward increasing the patrol wihga in the
Hawzilan arca te at least twolve l2-planc squadrons of long
range planes, Commander Patrol Wing Two in'enclosure (A),
and Commonder Scouting Force in reforonces (a) end (b), meke
entirely clear the very groat azdvantagos of noval use of long |
range land planes where this is practicnble. The patrol wing |
inerccas to twelve squadrons should include the provision |
that at lesst one-half of theso planes be of the B-24 typo.
This is essentisl not only because of their superior cherac-
toristics but slso beecuse, otherwise, the limited seaplane
operating potentinlities of this ereaz would bo too crowded

Tor war conditions,

10, It is renlized that this expansion canmot be
agcomplished immodiately. Fevertheless, the nccessery ma-
chinery thercfor should be set in motion now at highest
priority. Heanwhile, favorable consideration of reference
(e), making for B-24 landplane bombera at once in place of
the 17 FBY-3 plancs now here, is parnestly recommended. This
ias a amnll part of tho nocodsary increuse, but, as pointed
cut in the reference, it is relotively casy to do and it will

make an important immediate Improvement in the pleture. |

11, Tha request of the Commanding General, Hawaiian
Department, for a total of 200 heavy bombers, with shich the
Commonder in Chief comeurred in reference (d), is amply justi-
fled, It must be rocognised that renewed attack will almost f
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certainly bo in force as great or greeter than thet ef the
firat atteok, whiech ineluded at least four elreraft narrioru;
snd 1t may in addition be divided, The only way in whieh to
have any assurance of deelsive effect on major enemy attock
is to bo preparcd to strike a heavy blow, But tha only aveil-
able shore-based striking force consists of 18 B-17's, held
in reserve dally for this purposs, snd such patrol plnnaa;
nelther searching nor undergoing maintonance, o8 ars not in
use for spocizl daily missions, The resultent alr striking
force is literally trivial., It would be practically uscless
against surface forces comparable to those that were in this
arca on 7 Decomber. Ita nf{uct could not posaibly ba deci-
sive. With 200 heavy bombers on hand, however, avallability
of a powerful atriking force feor &ll contingoneles cen be

continuously assured,

12, In all of the foregoing, Hawailen air defonae

alene has becn considered. Any plans for any other uscs In
the Pacific mroa for the rocommended types of alreraft must
inelude provision of appropricte numbers of additicnal air=-

cralft,

13, Returning to the immediate situatlion: With pre-
sont limitod mumbers of secrchinz and atriking planes we are
constantly confronted with the dilemme resulting from the
ralative futility of oither coffsctive scarch at the sxpense
of striking force or useful striking forec at the expanse of
search,  Thero 1s no answer to this axcopt more planes. TUnless
we are to play the inevitebly losing came of loezl eir defenae
alene, the rocommended total lncreascs for both the patrol
wings and the Hawaiian clr force must be soon provided, Mean-
while, it is reiteoratod that ﬁgx {mmediate incroanse for elither

will vitally improve the proascnt situation.

14. Transmission via registered elippcr airmail 1s

authorized for this documant.
Ja/ C. ¥. TINITZ.
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The enclesure is the paragraph of 7.C.S. 11/1 which wus

. adopted by the Joint U.S. Chiefs of Staff at the 5th meeting,
} Mareh 9, 1942, and should be attsched to J.C.8. 11 as the last
Page.

7.C.5. 11, =s amended, is being forwarded to the President
requesting his approval,

W.B, SMITH,

N 308 mewo, LedeTh | L.R. McDOWELL

By RiF, LR, Date [Fpp 1974 Joint Secretariat.
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SITUATION IN HAWATIAN ISLANDS REGARDING JAPANESE POPULATION

¥While the present Javal lucal defense forces and the
Army foroes belng pent to the Hawaiian Islands ere considered
adequate to cope with attecks from without, there still remains
the grave threat of inimicael action from within on the paert of
the (approximately) 100,000 residents of Japaness origin.

It is probable that eventually all Japanese roesidents
will be concentrated in one locality and kept under contlnuous
survelllance. It is essentiml that the mosat dangerous group,
approximately 20,000 perscns, should ba evacuated as soon as
possible, This can be effected aither by

{a] Instituting a concentration camp on one of the
Hawailan Ielands, such as Molokal.

{(b) Trensforring the Japansse population to & con-
centration camp locetsd on the U.5. mainland,

Use of ths methcd (a) ebove would constitute a tremendous
logistics problsm, since it would be necesanry to transport
to the Islands material to bulld the camp, all supplies for tha
continued maintenance of the Japanese, and the suppliss for the
edditional troops allocated for thelr survelllance. The mex-
imum use of the ships so used would not bs attained, since they
would be empty ecst-bound.

Transfer of the Japansse resldents to the U.5. malnland
would eliminete this almost prohibitive additionul burden cn
the alresdy over-taxed requirements of U.S. merchant shipping.

The Joint U.S5. ghlefs of Stoff therefore unanimously
repormand thet:

All Tapanese residaonts of the Hewallan Islends
{aither U.8. citizens or aliens) be tramsported to the U.S.
mainlend and placed under guard at a conosntration camp in such

locnlity as is most sultable.

DECLASSIFIED

JO8 meme, 1-4-74
By RHF, KLR, Date_,.
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THE COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM
Date . Mar. 12, 1942.

As requested,l am sending you one copy
of the letter to the President together with
a copy of the mimeographed paper (J.C.S. 11)

for your records. (White House).



My dear Mr, President:

In support of a letter on the same subject, and
written in a similar vein by the C General
Hawailan Department, the Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacifie
Fleet, in his letter of January 7, 1942, gave in some
detail the situation in the Hawailan Islands rogarding
the muiber of aireraft now avallable and the additional
alreraft requested for what they considered an essential
number for alr recomnaissance and combat duties,

This letter, together with an appreclation of the
Hawailan defense forces, was presented the Chief of
Staff, U.S. Army (General Marshall) to the Joint U.S,
Chiefs of Staff for their consideration.

In this appreclation there was given a status of
ground and air forces now in or awaiting despateh to
the Hawallan Islands, which sets up a ground foree of
74,000 men for Oalm, 13,000 for Hawall, 6,200 to be
distributed on Maui, liolokal, and Lanal, and 6,600 to
be divided between hul.i and Nalhau,

Similarly, the Alr Forces are to provide long range
reconnalssance, & strik force, and an Iinterception
and attack force, which will total ninety-six heavy
bombers, twenty-four light and medlum bombers, 225 pur-
sult, and sixty-seven patrol planes.

The U.8, Chiefs of Staff also took into considera-
tion the grave danger of hav the large Japanese pug‘:—
latlion of the Islands remain at large, ticularly t
some 20,000 which were thought to comprise the mos
dangerous element.

DECLASSIFIED
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In considering the best site for concentration of
these Japanese, it became apparent that 1f they were
placed in surveillance Eara but on the U.S, main-
land, there would arise t tremendous loglstics
probinm of moving by sea to the selected site the
material for concentration camps and continulng the
transporting of food stuffs, etc,., for not only the
Japanese but the additional troops necessary for their
surveillance,

The U.S, Chlefs of Staff ask that you approve their
conelusions:

(8) That the Army forces being sent to Hawall,
with the present lNaval local defense forces, pro-
vide a defense which should insure retention of
the Islands, prevent serious damage to installa-
tions therein, and permit frecdom of actlion to
the Pacific Fiaat, subject only to the requirement
that sea commnications between lawall and the
West Coast be protected.

(b) The Army ground and air forces should be
inereased to authorized levels as soon as possible
lftgr uagmitmunts of higher priority have been
satlsfled.

They also ask that you approve their recommendation:

That sueh Japanese residents of the Hawallan
Islands (either United States citizens or aliens)
as are consldered by appropriate authority in the
Hawallan Islands to constitute a source of danger
be transported to the U.S3, mainland and placed
under guard in concentration camps,

The above 1s & summary of the complete paper
J.CuS. 11, which 1s furnished herewith,

Sincerely yours,

X197 - ;
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Narch 24, 1942.
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

F. D. R

Transmitting copy of memorandum which the
President received from the Director of the
purean of the Budget, 3/24/42, the original
of which is attached. Copy of memorandum
sent elso to the Secretary of the Navy.

Under date of March 30, 1942, the following
papers were sent to Secretary of Navy as
requested by Mr. Dillon in his memorandum

of 3/27/42 to Capt. McCres:

Original of President's memorandum of 2/26/42
to the Secretary of the Navy;

Memorandum from the Office of the Chief of Staff,
War Dept. "Notes on Evacuation of Japanese from
Hawaiian Tslands"j

Memorandum for the President from the Attorney
General, 2/17/42.



QFFICE OF

THE DIRECTOR MF\H 2 4 194'2

X¥E¥7

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D. C.

MEMORANTUM FCEt THE PRESIDENT:

Returning attached papers, the matter men-
tioned therein has been discussed with Mr,
Milton S. Eisenhower, Director of the War

Wo in turn has taken
t up with the appropriate persens in the War

Department, Mr. FEisenhower is of the opinion
that no further follow-up is necessary at
this time, since the Army is already acting
on this problem and & considerable number of
Japanese are being removed from the Islands
for detention in camps in this country.

s ey
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TO TAKE UP AT CABINET TODAY
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March 27, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR MRS. BRADY:

The attached is self-explanatory.

Can you help us out?

!fq-Lih.:*C-f—o—

JOHN L. McCREE;
Captain, U. 5. Nevy,
Maval Aide to the President.
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WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY ’
QOFFICE OF THE SECRETARY - Z
MAR 2

o9 I:.'I"HRTMEN?
FICE - RECORD B
RECEIVED

cIQ{):l £?<Ef b N Ty 11;

MEMORANDUM FOR; CAPTAIN J. L. McCREA
(Aide to the President)

1. The Secretary ssked if you could get more informa=-
tion on the attached. I called the War Department and
found that similar correspondence had been sent to them
with no additional information. He would appreciate
soma clarification.

Very respectfully,

dentiml Assistant



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 26, 1942.

MEMORAYD™ FOR

THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

Like you, T have long felt that most
of the Japanese should be removed from Qahu
to one of the other Islands. This involves
much plenning, mueh temporary construction
and careful supervision of them when they
get to the new location.

T do not worry about the constitutional
guestion —- first, because of my recent order
and, second, becanse Hawaii is under martial
law, The whole matter is one of immediate
and present war emergency.

I think you and Stimson can agree and
then go shead and do it as a militery
project.

Ask the Director of the Budget how we
can finance it.

F. D« Rs



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHTHNGTON

Notes on Evacuation of Japanese from Hawailan Islands

l. About 100,000 would be involved.
2. It should be done.
i, Evacuation to an island of the group considered inadvisable:

(a) It would involve much shipring and much construction
(there is now a shortage of both)

{b) It would require an additional division to be sent
to Hawailien command, with additional shipping re-
quirements - immediately and monthly.

{e) It would impose & heavy and dangerous burden on local
commander, with hazard of Japanese descent on that
particulsr islend with its air fields, as initial

L. Evacuation to mainland should be ecarried out utilizing empty ships
returning to west coast.

But

fa) Tt should not be carried out until reinforcing troops
for scattered islands are mostly in psotion.

{b) Tt should be carried out somewhat at discretion of
local commanders to meet labor problem, get friendly
but burdensome loyal people out of the way, ete.

{e) Tt must be coordinated with facilities to accommodate
evacueas in TM.5.
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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D. C.

February 17, 1942

MEMORANDUM ™0 THE PRESTDENT

Tor several weeks there heve been increasing demands for evacuation
of ell Japanese, aliens and citizens alike, from the West Coast states.
A great many of the hest Coast people distrust the Japanese, various
special interests would welcome their removal from good farm land end the
elimination of their competition, some of the local California radio and
press have demanded evacuation, the West Coast Congressional Delegation
ere asking the same thing and finally, Walter Lippman end Westbrook Pegler
recently have taken up the evacuation cry on the ground that attack on
the West Coast and widespread sabotage is immiunent. My last advice from
the War Department is that there is no evidence of imminent attack and
from the ¥. B. T. that there iz no evidence of plenned sabotsage.

Tn view of the fact that you mey be asked about it at your press
conference, or may wish to say something about the steps being taken, T
am supplying you with the facts.

T have desiated as a prohibited area every area recommerded to
me by the Secretery of War, through whom the Navy recommendations are also
made. The less populated areas are already in effect and the remsinder
have been designated to be evmcuated by February 24. T have also desig-
nated a number of restricted areas in which alien enemies may live only
under rigorous curfew and other restrictions.

We are proceeding as fast as possible. To evacuate the 93,000
Japanese in Californiaz over night would materially disrupt agricultural
production in which they play a large part and the farm lahor now i3 =o
limited that they could not be gquidly repleced. Their mrried evacua-
tion would reguire thousands of troops, tie up transportation and raise
very difficult questions of resettlement. Tnder the Constitution 0,000
of these Japane=e are American citizens. If complete confusion and lover-
ing of morale is to be avoided, so large & job must be done after careful
planning. The Army has not yet advised me of its conclusion in the matter.

mhare is no dispute between the War, Navy and Jus=tice Lepartments.
The practical and legal limits of this Department's authority which is
restricted to alien enemies are clearly understood. The Army is conelder-
{ng what further steps it wishes to recommend .

Tt is extremely dangerous for the columnists, actirg as "Armchair
Strategists and Junior G-Men," to suggest that an attuck on the West
Coast and planned sabotage is imminent when the militery anthorities and



the ¥, B. T. have indicated that this is not the fact, Tt comes close
to shouting FTRE! in the theater; and if race riots occur, these writers
will bear a heevy responsibility. Either Lippman has information which
the ¥War Department and the F, B. I. apparently do not have, or is ascting
with dangerous irresponsibility.

Tt would serve to clarify the situetion in the public mind if you
see fit to mention it.
Respectfully,
(Signed) FRANCIS BIDDLE

Attorney Gemeral.



1.
2,
3.

b

WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHTNGTON

Notes on Evacuation of Japanese from Hawaiian Talands

About 100,000 would be involved.

Tt should be done.

Evacuation to an island of the group considered inadvisable:

(a)

(v)

(e)

It would involve much shipping amd much construction
{there im now a shortage of both)

It would require an additional division to be sent
tn Hewailsn command, with additional shipping re-
quirements - immediately and monthly.

It would impose a heavy and dangerous burden on local
commander, with hasard of Japemeee descent on that
particular islend with 1ts air fields, as initial
toe hold.

Evacuation to mainland should be carried out utilising eapty ships

returning
But
(a)

(v)

(e)

to west coast.

It should not be carried out until reinforcing troope
for scattered islands are mostly in psotion.

Tt should be carried out somewhat at discretion of
local commanders to meet labor problem, get friendly
but turdensome loyal peoples out of the way, atc,

Tt muat be coordinated with facilities to accommodate
evacuees in 7.8,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Msrch 2, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUDGET ,qq

Will you take this up with

War, Navy and Justice?
2285 xI¥

F. D. R.

Original of President's memorandum of 2/26/42
for the Secretary of Navy in re removal of the
Japanese from Oshu E one of the other Tslands,
memorandum from the”Office of the Chief of Qtn"'"
War Dept., "Notes on Evacuation of Japenese "mm
Hawaiian Tslanda", and memorendum for the President,
from the Attorney General, 2/17/42, n copy of
which has been retained f'o“ our files.



February 26, 1942.

THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

Like you, I have long felt that most
utthnhpmounhauldhurmudmm
to one of the other Islands. This involves

much planning, much construction
and careful supervision of when they
get to the new location.

I do not about the constitutional

question -- first, because of my recent order
and, second, because Hawail is under martial
law. The vﬁa:l.- matter is one of immediate
and present war emergency.

I think you and Stimson can agree and
then go ahead and do it as a military

project.

Ask the Director of the Budget how we
can finance 1t.

F. D. R
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY .{; '?
WASHINGTON &(’{ “ A

February 33, 1942 : 0 (,;,
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MIMORANDUN JOR TEE FRESIDENT!

Tou will recall that on several occasions at Cabinet meetings,
I have urged the policy of removing the 140,000 people of Japanese
blood from Oshu to one of the other islands in the group. ZXach time
the question has become bogged down because it dealt with the matter
of interfering with the constitutional righte of American citizens
of Japanese descent. Is not this difficulty mow cleared up by your
recent order covering exactly this question on the mainland?

Personally, I shall always feel dissatisfled with the situa-
tion until we get the Japenese out of OCabu and establish them on
one of the other islands where they can be made to work for their
living and produce much of their own food.

I know that such a movement involves considerable effort and
will require some sizeable means of transportation. However, since
our forces im Oahu are practically operating now in what is, in
effect, enemy country--that is all of their defemse of the islands
is now oarried out in the presence of a population predominately with
snemy sympathies and affilistiocns. No matter what it costs or how
much effort it takes, it ought to be done for the sake of the security
of that most important outpost of American defense.

1 have taken the matter up with the War Department, but to date
have made 1ittle progress. I have in my files a long letter from
General Bmmons arguing against any such wholesale movement of Japanese.
Since this was sent to me through military channels, I assume that 1%,
in a general way, reflects the Army point of view.

Have you any suggestions to make on this matter?
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0. to the President.

is not
Af rece
ther
1% would serve to clarify the situation in the public mind if you

£it to mention it.

xlﬂ

Attorney Generel.



THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WABHINGTON

SC)A1T7-10
Eua;oooﬂanc} August 19, 1942

My dear Mr, President:

Admiral Nimitz has learned that representatives of some of the
departments of the Government hgve been seeking to promote a relax-
ation of the Military Govern®¥ of Hawali, On this subject, Admiral
Himitz says:

"The Japanese capacity to inflict damage in this
area is still very great., I, therefore, recommend
that the Navy Department oppose any change in
status quo or any limitation of the authority of
the Military Governor.!

Admiral King has strongly endorsed this opinion of Admiral Nimite
and I should like to add my personal endorsement mlso to the view ex-
pressed by the Commander-in-Chief of the Pacific Fleet.

I am still very gravely concerned over the menace which 1s presented
in Oahu by the large number of unquestionably pro-Japanese who are still
at large on that Island, As you know, I have made several strong
recommendations that thie problem be tackled vigorously but, apparently,
little if anything has been done, The assumption that the war in the
Pacific is already practically won and that there is no longer any menace
of slgnificant proportione to the security of Hawall is, to my view,
extremely dangerous and unjustified, I sincerely hope that the Dowers
now given the Military Governor of Hawaii will not be relaxed at the
present time,

;yﬂw

: ,;:r: g Franklin D. Rocsevel
DEGCLASSIFIED
The President DUD ﬂlﬂ. 5200.9 (3/27/68)

The White House Sates 3/4"/57'

Signature- ﬂdli / ,d;;(m

Tours sincerely,

x )&



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 22, 1942.
MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SBECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR:
FOR YOUR INFORMATIOR.

F.D.R.

a“c-(w-wu..--""
Sy, Nooir latin et to Tekeo



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON
rue wil TE HOUSE

ho23 9oL M UG 28 1042

RECEIVED

MEMDRANDUM for the President.

You referred to me a copy of & letter from Secretary Kmox with
respect to the martisl lewr situation in Hewail. Secretary Knox
endorses Admiral Nimits' recommendation that the Navy Department
oppose any change in the status quwo or limitation of the authority
of the Mlitery Governor of Hewaii.

Department have recently concluded an agree-
Hawaii their jurisdiction over civil
those involving members of the

ns engaged in any occupation or business under
tary Governor. Various other restrictions
procedure of the eivil courts are to be
power in the Military Governmor to exempt persons
Our agreement avoids the imposition of military
do not inwvolve security issues. The
cipated with us in working out the agree-
I have described.

259858
5@%%5;5
Hagéﬁﬁ g ]
gjpanidst
2 4 gEs%EE
5, 0F %

L

This agreement does not meet all of the points which this
Department has raised coneerning the extent of military control of
Haowaii. None of these points would impeir militery anthority and
control where necessary to ensure the safety of the Islands, as a
matter of both internal safety end defense against attack.

I have directed Covernor Stainback of Hmwali to take every pre-
caution te make sure that no conflict arises between the military
and eivil authorities. Any differences of opinion which may arise
will be the subject of discussion between the War Department and us.

M{ﬂ? of the Interior.

Xe
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