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Memo, Tor the President:

1, Mr. J. P, lorgan called and wanted
to talk with you, and is waiting for a
call to tell him when he can.

2., Kitty Lane called up from somewhere

in Minnesota, and is to call back at seven,
Wants to tell you about deplorable condi-
tions, with Republicans holding all the
ten thousand dollar jobs. I told her you
knew all a bout it but she still wants to
tﬂlkl
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WASHINGTON

SETREEBERTTAY,
Hovember 4, 194<.

3 WIMORANDUM FOR MR, MeINTYRE:

¥ith the return of the pupers recelvea by
Im Hh Devid Ja Lﬂ'l'li‘ of the ]'l._‘biuml q.l"’-

you

Mecistion Bosrd concerring Mr. A. G.%_@...

1 am forwarding herewith & conlidential memoran—
f Noval Imtelli-

cum received from the Oflice o
gence with regard thereto. xifeR

It will be moted from paragraph 11, page
2, of this memorandum thet efter full consider-
lon of the position taken by the War Depart-

ment and of all of the fuctors in the case,

objection to Mclish's employment hes been with-

drawn and thet notd fication of ‘the receipt of

| this withérewal was acknowledged by the Qiiige
of $c c Hesearch pnd Development on i
TN

er 18, . ;
given in the imo sreceding sentence cowld.
be sed on B0 Mr. Lmia But ? do not bellieve
be necescary to Turmish any of the
saditionsl information shown in the Navy
Depertaent's gmemorancum. This memorancum,
however, could Very nroperly be filed with
tiese papers in case it becomes necessary to
| male future reference to j_his CLEE. :
r Tt boCies |
JOHK L. uclRER, o,
Captadn, UsSibavy, *°°° |
Havel hlde to the President.
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1 reply reder i Inltiaks ’
nad Mo,

Eg'_éﬁagq (10) NAVY DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAYAL OPERATIONS
16 WASHINGTON
NOV '3113
VWEMORANDIM FOR: Captain John L. McCrea, USH

Naval Aide to the President.

SUBJECT: Alvin G. McNish - sumary of situation in connection with clearance
for employment on OSHD (NDRC) contract.
et
FEUIES » yoso : :
Enclosure: (A) Bupers conf. memo to ONI Pers 367 AH dated Octoter 26, 1942,
re subject, with enclosures,

1. Enclosure (A) is returned herewith in accordance with the request
of the Bureau of Personnel.

2, Some time during the months of July or August in 1940, the National De-
fense Research Committee sutmitted the name of Alvin G. MelNISH, Mo. 1€1, to the
Secretary's Office for employment in connection with the National Defense Research
Committee. On the 26th of September, after reference to the Office of Waval In-
telligence, the Secretary's Office advised the National Defense Research Committee,
that the employment of Mr. McNish was agreeable to the Navy Department.

3. On September 30, 1541, the Bureau of Ships requested an investigation of
Mr. Alvin O. MoNish in connection with his employment in the civil service capacity I
of physicist in the Navigation Equipment Section of the Bureau of Ships. An in- |
vestigation of Mr. Mclish was conducted by the Office of Maval Intelligence for
the period from October 1l until December 3, 19L1.

L. As aresult of this investigation and the development of the fact that
McNish was a close associate of the German scientist, Julias Bartells, who appeared
to be a confidante of the German Bmbassy, it seemed wise to advise the National
Defense Research Committee that the employment of Mr. MclNish on eonfidential con-
tracts was not agreeable to the Navy Department and the clearance set forth under
date of September 26 was revoked on March 13, 19L2.

5. On Jamuary 20, 1942, the Naval Observatory requested information in
connection with Alvin G. Mellish, and a copy of the Naval Intelligence investi-
gation dated 12/11/1 was furnished.

6. Mllowing the ONI letter dated March 13, 1942 rescinding the clearance
of Alvin G. Mclish, the OSRD replied enclosing a copy of a memorandum setting
forth the details of the project under the general direction of McNish. They
were stated to be numerous and of substantial importance. It was pointed out
that these projects were largely Army work, and work for the Navy was largely
completed.
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7. The OSHD letter of March 16 was acknowledged by letter dated April 6 in
which it was stated that realizing the substantial importance of the work for the
Army, the Navy Department supplied the Armmy with all pertinent information in its
hands, and consulted with the Amy before further commmnicating with OSHD, and it
was only after the most careful consideration that the Navy Department reaffirmed
its decision set forth in its letter of March 13, 1942, that the employment of
Alvin G. MclNish by the Office of Scientific Research and Develomment in the work
of that organization where he would have access to Naval classified and aeronautical
information was not agreeable to the lNavy Department.

8. Subsequently, on April 0, OSHD advised that licNish was no longer employed
on Navy work, but was employed on wery important Army work, and it was felt that it
would appear undesirable to take any but the very necessary steps at the moment
until the Army investigation may have been completed.

9. On August 20, 1942, OSHD again took up the matter of the clearance of
Mr. McHish with the Office of the Coordinator of Naval Resezrch which stated that
it could not recommend the clearance of Dr. McNish, and further that it advised
against giving Dr. McNish access to confidential 0OSRD information.

10. On September 22, 1942, the Office of Naval Intelligence received = copy
of a letter from the Military Intelligence Service in which it was stated that,
based upon information contained in War Department files, there appeared to be
no reason why Alvin G. MeNish, alias George A. MclNish, and Alvin Wfilhelm Greene
MeNish, ought not to be employed on National Defense work. This was followed
by a eopy of a report received in the Office of Naval Intelligence on September
25, 1942, and dated August 31, 1942, on Alvin Greene McNish.

1l. On September 26, 1942, OSHD again took up the MeNish matter with the
Coordinator of Naval Research. Their letter was referred to ONI for a reply. On
October 18, 1942, after full consideration of the position taken by the War Depart~
ment and of all of the other factors in the case, objection to Mellish's employment,
was '-'-ithdram.l

12. Subsequently, on October 19, 192 receipt was acknovledged by the direc-
tor of the OSHD of the letter of October 1i, 1942, withdrawing objection to
HecNish's employment.

DRCLASSIFIED
0SD Letter, 5-827H
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Tn reply adderss not tho slzner of thia
nﬂl‘h it Hrems & Naval Personnel,
L]

vy Depar i, Washington, D, L
Relerio No. Paps m"ll' AH Navy DEPARTMENT
r UREAU AVA
PR3/Pry-| BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Octeber 26, 19)2.

MEMORANDUM TO: Commander W, S. Wharton, USNR, Roam L7LO,
Office of Naval Intelligence.

Subjects A. G. McNish = request for clearance by the
Navy in connection with his duties under a
contract with the National Defense Research
Committee,

1. The attached memorandum from the Naval Aide
to the President, together with enclosures, is forwarded here-
with as it is understood that your office is familiar with
this case.

2. It is requested that you furnish the informa=-
tion requested in the memorandum from the Naval Aide to the
President, and return the enclosures with your reply.

3. The 0ffice of the Naval Aide has been advised
of this reference by telephone.
Respectfully,
F. P. 01d,
Captain, USN.
\u
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CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON < !

DEPARTMENT OF TERRESTRIAL MAGNETISM Af

B241 BROAD BRANCH ROAD. N. W,
WABHINGTON, D. €.

October 18, 1942 (No.Gr-1)

Mr. David J. Lewis

National Mediation Board

Room 2008, 0ld Interior Department Building
18th and F §ts., N« W,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lewis:

Enclosed herewith please find (1) A statement of my parentage and
nationality (2) A statement of personal history (3) A statement of pelitical
views (4) A letter to Captain Hellweg and (5) A letter from Captain Hellweg.
These are supplied for whatever assistance you think they may be in taking up
the matter of my defective Navy clearance, which we discussed on October 15.

I was first aware of my lack of clearance during the spring of 1942, but,
as my work at that time was concerned almost entirely with the Army, no wvigoer-
ous steps were taken to have the matter cleared up. However, on & number of
occasions since then my services to the Army have been hampered by the fact that
I was excluded from any activity where I might see Havy egquipment of a confid-
ential sort. lMore recently there have been several requests from the Navy for
experimental equipment and services from the supplying of which I was excluded
because of this lack of clearance. It is my opinion thet this situation is
contrary to the best interests of our armed forces. The facts upon which this
opinion is based cannot adequately be set forth without revealing confidential
information which I have no authority to disclose.

I understand thet Dr. Bush, Direotor of The Office of Scientific Hesearch
and Development, has called attention teo this, but so far my clearance has not

been established by the Navy, plthough at Dr. Bush's instiration the Army has '
/‘ ra=gponed copsideration of my e ance and reaffirmed their previous findings /

e
% fherough _In;ir;atigl‘l_‘._i—._ P

In requesting that you take steps through whatever channels are open to
you, I am acting in what I believe to be the best interests of our country. |

With deep appreciation of your willingness to mssist in this matter, I
aam |

S8incerely yours,

A+ G. MoNish



PERSONAL HISTORY

I have been & resident of Washingtem or its suburbs all my life.

1 attended the Webster Elementary School from September 190§ to June 1916
(seven school years), the MeKinley Manual Training iigh Sehool frem September
1916 to June 1980, George Washington University from September 1920 to June 1926
and from February 1929 to June 193l.

puring my childhood I traveled extensively with my parents within the United
Etates. Ltﬁiii-qhﬁumlmlhﬂiﬂﬂwmmrmm
of Investigation of the Department of Justlee. He was tranaferred to the War
whlm“lhlﬂrTHWﬂlhllﬂtlr-ﬂnhﬂtlmulmlldﬂiw
in the leal Estate Disposal Seotion of the Quartermaster Gemeral's Office.

zquwnmuumwuuummmmorum
and later from June 1§21 to October 1925, I was employed as & laboratory aid and
laboratory assistant in the Sound Section of the National Bureau of Standards during
the summer of 1020 and from about June 1921 to Ootober 1623. From about May 1824
to sbout June 1926 I was employed as a clerk in the Adjutant Cemeral's Office,
War Department. I taught physies in the Washiamgten, D. C. Business High School
from September 1986 to September 163C. I was appointed to the stall of the
Department of Terrestrial Macnetism of the Carmegie Institutien of Washington on
July 1, 1630, which positicn I still held.

Mtulmmlpm;_lﬂ-mummﬂmldcfmn
following which I was actively engaged in the furtherance of this defensc measure
in cooperation with established mgencles of the liavy Department. This work was
carried out on & voluntary basis, my services being loaned to the Nuvy Department
by the Carnegie Institution.




In April 1941, the phases of the work for which I was best adapted having
hﬂiﬂ“.l“hﬂiﬂpﬂﬂlﬂkrﬂmww“awﬂnﬂﬂﬁ
the ¥ational Defense Research Committes, part of whioh work has been completed
and part of which is still in progess.

ﬂhwﬂmnﬁmlﬂﬂﬂhli‘rﬁmwlm-hﬁh#w
elable value in improving our national defense. All of these activities were
undertaken without any special remuneration or reward and at the saerifiee of
advancement of my sclentific career. )

On Jenuayy 18, 1942 1 was requested by Oaptain J. F. Hellweg, Superintendent
of the U. 8. Naval Observatory, to apply for a commission in the Navy. After con-
Mhﬂunﬁmmmwurqwmmnnmmaummrm-
Research Committee I declined this honor, belleving that my services to my country
would be of greater value in my then existing capacity.



FULITICAL VIEWS

nurh:ﬁ-uml:-ﬂpnnﬂummwmwthpnnmt-rlhum
'htﬂlﬂdmhﬂﬂﬂmﬂrtﬁunmm-ﬂwpﬂdtnm—rm
mmwwwntaun-mummwuw. 1 believed
mmmﬂmumnumwﬂazunmmmmu
be to the interest of this country. Sinoe this belief was identical with what
mmlmnﬁﬂlmummnrmm,wmmhﬂm“u.ﬂd
]ﬂ-h-llb:.rthumﬂ.ﬂ-ﬂw.

Thtuﬂ-mrrulyﬂluuﬂﬂﬁthmmlmm#rﬂﬂl.
m:nudmrrnuluuth;mnwﬂdﬁwurﬁ-mnm
promulgating similar views, feeling that such assoelation might detract from my
uumhn:nmu-ﬂm-ln“-mmmwlﬂinthur. Meanwhile,
Ihﬂnuh&m-utwthnhﬂntqﬂuﬂrhthpoﬂuﬁﬂntwr
armaments .

lunw-twﬂ-hﬂrmmﬂnljﬂummmlrmnf
government. mdmuhﬁn“ﬁnknr-rlmbnrlmumm-nﬂmm
mmtwm#mhm,nﬂlhﬂﬂlttiﬂlklhlﬂhlitﬂdin
nﬁmmmﬂhwmulﬁhmtﬂwﬂmﬂ-n
ﬂmmmmumumnﬂmumumy.
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January 22, 1942 (No.G=1)

Capt. J. F. Hellweg, Superintendent
Ue 8. Haval Observatory

Washington, D. C.
Dear Capt. Hellweg:

After discussing with Dr. Fleming the propesition
set forth in your letter of January 19, I coneur with the
opinion he expressed to you by telephone. While I should
have considered it a great honor to serve our country as
a Lleutenant-Commander 1n the Navy and should have reallly
acoepted all the responaibilities and conditions involved
in such an appointment, it meems that & greater usefulness
will be served by my remsining in my existing capacity at
the present tine.

Flease let me repeat Dr. Flm!m.; 8 offer that my ser-
vices will always be awailable to the Nawval Observatory in
a cmsultant oapacity for rhlh"r problems may arise in
conneotion with the Observatory's compass work. Thanking

you again for the honor which you have shom me, I am,

Sincerely yours,

/ 8/ A. G. MeNish
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HAVY DEFARTMENT
Us B+ MAVAL OBSERVATORY
Washington, D. C.

January 1%, 1548

Hy dear Doctor Fleming,

The work at the Nanval Observatery in
connsetion with magnetic compasses has now resched
& point where we need add!tional help.

Mr. A. G. MeNish will fit into our
pleture beautifully if we can get him.

Before any ef'fort can be made to have
him inducted into the service, a written release
is required from you.

Flease do not think that this means that
we are golng to eut MeNish off entirely from all other
work. What we vant is to have him here where we can
utilige his special knowledge 100 per cent in our work

in handling marnetie compasses,

1 hope that this will meet with your
approval and that you will furnish us with the written
release for lr. Moliish.

The Navy Department will do nothing until
after they receive such & release. I will sppreciate
it very much both personally and offieially.

Very sincerely yours,

/8/ Jd. P. Hellweg,
Captain, U.5.8. (Ret.)
Superintendent



PARENTAGE AND EATIONALITY

I wms born in Weshingtem, D. C. on Jasuary 18, 1603,

My mother was Clara I. M. (Doneh) Mokish, daughter of Henry and Eliza Doneh,
My mother was also bern in Washingten, D. C. Her parents were born in Germany. They
entered this country about 1846. Hy maternal grandfather was & naturalized
Amerlican citisen. h.lﬂﬂhthmiﬂihtﬂmnﬂlhmﬂﬁ
the Union forces om August 25, 1064,

mmrmuﬁnmmm,mum.m‘nmmn 1864
to Thomas Walsh and Mary (Way) MoNish, both American born. On my father's side I am
iﬂmthlﬂﬂuiufmum,muﬂmnﬁ-ahﬂnrm.mum
hhgmnnnmn,m;rwmmu.mmnmnmuamu:w
Bngland of British parentage.

In support of these facts there are

(1) Arfidavit as to my birth

(2) Certifioate of my ehristening

(3) Copy of my geneology from the files of
the Children of the American Nlevolution

1 have no knowm relatives living outside of the United States except a rirst
oousin, Adelaide (Melish)Booker,and her infant san, who live now at Swanage, England.



NATIONAL MEDIATION BOARD
WASHINGTON
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