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Jammary I, 1042 ‘& ?

As u first result of e mesting of the British snd Ameriem

of Btalf snd thelr recommendations to President foosevelt md the Frime wifg
Minigter, Mr., Churehill, 1t is sancunsed, with the semplets cemcwrrence <I¥
of the Duteh end Australisn Oovermments, that thars will be mmity of som-

mend within the theater of sperstiens of the SBowthwsstarn Pasifis. All

the forses af thin reglem =~ ses, land, s alr = will be &irected by &

single cemmender. This initdal deeisiom of the asseelated governments 1s

the remlt of the Witter sxperlence of years of wmooordinsted effert smong

the Allies in Werld Wer I, that brought them te the verge of defesh in

Narsh, 1918,

Plased in suprens cemend in the thsater 18 Ouneral Oir Archibald

e —————

Warell of the British Imperisl foress. Under him, the joint mevel forces
L

will b directed by Admiral Themss ©. Nart, United Gtates Navy, Major

]

Seneral George N, Brevh, Ohief of the Air Cerps of the United States Army,

end new in the Tar Gash, will be the Depwly Suprems Gemmender.
Tais desisiom for unlty of Jessend constltutes o pressdmt for simi-
lar sstion in other theaters whersver sircumstences maks jeimt cpsratiens
nessssary agelmst the common enswy., Furthermors, it is proof of the
semplets sscerd with whish the Associsted Powers are spproaching the
erpanisatien of their vast resources toward the goel of total vistory.
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
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HOLD FOR RFLEASE HOLD ¥OR RFLEASE HOLD FOR RFLFASE

Jamuary 5, 1942

CAUTION: The fellowing anncuncesont must be held in
THE. STRICTEST CONFIDENCE, until released
for publicotion,

HOTE: Release is automatic == for 2100 o'clock
P: m. RST today.

STHFPHEN EARLY
Secretary to the President

1. As a result of preoposals put forward by the United States
and British Chiefs of Staff, and of their recomsendations to Presi-
dent Roosevelt and to the Frime Minister, )i, Churchill, it is
announced that, with the concurrence of the Netherlands Oovern-
ment and of the Dominion Governments concerned, a system of uni-
fied Cormand will bo established in tho South West Pacific Area,

24 All the forces in this ares, sea, land and air, will operate
under one Supreme Commander. At the suppestion of the Prosidant,
in which all concerned have agreed, Oonorel Sir A. Wavell .has been
appointed to this Command,

5. Major-General George H, Brett, Chief of the Air Corps of the
U.5, Army, will be appointed Deputy Supreme Commwender, He 1s now
in the Par East., Under the direction of Genernl "avell, Admiral
Thomas C, Hert, U.5. Novy, will assume Command of all naval forces
in the area, Oeneral 5ir Henry Pownall will be Chief of Staff to
Ganoral Wavell.

4, Oenaral Wevell will assume his Command in the near future,

& At the same time, His Fxcelleney Generallissimo Chiang Kei-
Shek has aceeptod the Supreme Command over all land snd air forees
of the United laticns which sre now or may in the futurc be oparating
in the Chinece theator, including initielly such portions of Indo-
China and Thailand as may become avnilable to troops of the United
Nations. United States end British representatives will serva on

his joint headquarters planning staff,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 9, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

-
Has this program been co- A2E

ordinated with the Army program?

%y»d‘iu A”’%“;M'
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(8C)Fl-1 THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
(01800A) WABHINGTOMN

GONFIBENTIAL

My dear Mr. President:

I submit herewith for your consideration a revised aircraft
program of 27,500 airplenes, representing the requirements of the &
air components of the Navy and Marine Corps for & continuing war {lgu
situation.

The program as submitted by the Chief of the Bureau of
Aeronautics includes all modifications found necessary after study
by an informal board consisting of representatives of the Chief of
Naval Operations, the General Board and the Bureau of Aeromautics,
and & review by the Commander-in-Chief, U. 8. Fleet. The Chief of
Navel Operations has recommended its adoption.

At the present time the authorized sircraft program for the
Navy is 15,000 airplenes as provided for in Section 8 of the Act of
July 19, 1940, Public Law 757 - 76th Congress, quoted as follows:

"The President of the United States is hereby
authorlzed to amequire or construct nawval airplanes and
spare parts and equipment, as may be necessary to
provide and maintain the number of useful navel airplunes
at a total of fifteen thousand: Provided That if, in the
judgment of the Secretary of the Navy, the total number
of airplenes authorized herein is not sufficient to meet
the needs of nationsl defense, he may, with the approval
of the President, make such plens for procurement as the
gituation may demand.”

I recommend your approval of the revised program to permit its
adoption &8s provided by the cuoted langusge of the Aect.

Sincerely yours,

The President, /;i
The White House.Franklin I. Focsevelt
x|E

DEGLASSIFIED
DOD DiR. s200.5 (s/27/88)

/ Date- f!,/zz /ST
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lst Endorsement }

January 7, 1842

From: The Chief of Maval Operations. 1’-8’%

To: The Secretary of the Navy.

SUBJECT: Adreraft Program, Navy and Marine Corps.
L Forwarded, recommending approval and adoption by
the Secre of the Navy with the approval of the Fresident in

accordance with Section 8 of Public Document No. 757 = TGth Congress
of 19 July 1940, quoted in paragraph 4 of the basic letter.

2. The program as submitted by the Bureau of Aeronautics
includes all modifications found necessary after study by an informal
board consisting of representatives of the Chief of Naval Cperations,
the General Board and the Bureau of Aeronautics, and a review by the
Commander-in-Chief, U. 5. Fleet. It represents the basic requirements
of the aviation compenent for the two-ocean Navy under the current
war situation.

/s/ H. R. Stark
{7
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S In preparation of estimates of preduction requirements
and arranging for necessary aircraft plant expansion, the Bureau of
Aeronautics is providing for replacement aircraft on a war wastage
basis for all combatant squadrons and predicted attrition for all
other activities. It 1s to be noted that this will require productive
capacity for manufacturing approximately 18,000 airplanes per year
for the Navy. This is in accord with reference (b).

4. At the present time the authorized aircraft program
for the Navy is 15,000 airplanes as provided for in Section 8 of
Publie Document Ne. 757 - 76th Congress of 19 July 1940, quoted as
follows:

"The President of the United States is hereby
authorized to acquire or construct naval airplanes and
spare parts and equipment, as may be necessary to provide
and maintain the number of useful naval airplanes at a
total of fifteen thousand: Provided that if, in the
Judgment of the Secretary of the Navy, the total number
of airplanes authorized herein is not sufficient to meet
the needs of national defense, he may, with the approval
of the President, make such plans for procurement as the
situation may demand.n

S In view of the existence of a state of war and in the
light of the foregoing, the Bureau of Aercnautics recommends the
adoption of the increased aircraft program by the Secretary of the lavy
with the approval of the President.

/s/ J. H. Towers
Rear Admiral U.S.N.
Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics

xi1e-1
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E WHITE HOUSE )

7
WASHINGTON j(i:’

February 9, 1942.

MEMORANDUY FOR THE
SECREPARY OF THE NAVY: , .

To look this up and speek
to me about it.

FeDeRe
-
- ﬂrijﬁﬂa
Memorandum from Franklin Carter, *
1210 National Press Bldg., Wa C.,

2/3/42 - "Final Report on_'Sea Otter' Experiment".
Attached is a copy of a confidential merdrandum
from the Chief of Naval Operations to the Chief
of the Bureau of Ships, in re use of Sea Otters as
Escort Vessels. Mr. Carter suggests the designa-
tion of some competent and trusted individual

such as_John Hgncockﬁtn act as M"receiver" for the
Sea Otter project. is individual might be able
to salvage some of the values of this experiment,
even thought the vessel has been adjudged unsited
for the purpose for which she was originally de-
Eignﬁi-

’:::7#"""7"‘"" ﬁ%%/



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 26, 1942,
MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE ML'?YIX} ¢

I think in the oase of the Sea Otter
type of ship you had better return to the *
R«eFsCs the 891,000 on hand.

. ITf the really patriotio people who
are ﬁuhind this experiment want to keep
on trying, may I suggest that they work
on & type of small cargo vessel 250 or 260
feet long, propelled by air propellers.
The Russians have great experience in this
type of propulsion, not only for water-borne
ships, but also large snow-borne sleds.
— M
I tuke it that the Navy at this time
has little opportunity for an experiment
of this oharacter, but I am informed from
a reliable source that the Russians have
had such good preliminary success that they

are continuing the experiments.

20 <18 o Nond Tl
-~ FuDuRs ;%/

«9

xlh onfidential letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 92,0
1/23/42, stating that he received from Jesse Jones *°
an amount of #101,000 as working capital in connection
with tests on the Sea Otter type of ships. Of this
xxumux amount only $9,771.19, has been used. He asks
if he should hold the balance of over $91,000 on hand
or should he return it. Attached is letter from
Ships, Incorporated, Buffalo, N.Y., to the Secretary

¥ of the Navy, with attached statement of funds Awsme
covering the gxm period from organization through 1/31/41.

x 6o




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March l.l..; 1942.

MENORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY /o

Please read this and return.
Copies of the recommendations to
King are enclosed. I think all
three should be approved, especially
the authority to Andrews to convert

the ships purchased without having
to go through the old rigamarole
of referring plans, specifications,
ete., to Washington.

F. D. R.

Letter from Rear Admiral Adolphus Andrews,
Headquarters Commander Eastern Sea Frontier,
Federal Office Bldg., 90 Chrch St., NYC,
1/12/42, to the President, marked "Personal &
confidential®. Encloses copy of his letter
to Commender-in-Chief, U.S. Fleet and Chief of
Naval Operations regarding the purchasing and

X 18"% (over)



fitting out of surface craft. Expresses hope
that fxkx he will be given blanket authority to
obtain the ships, and to convert them and fit
them out in the earliest possible time for
service. Also encloses copy of his letter re-
garding "Scarecrow Pa %o which he thinks can
be used efTectively along this Coast until such
time as we can get combatant planes of our own.
Also enclosed is copy of hisy letter to the
Commander-in-Chief, U.S., Fleet, requesting that
ships from South America, the West Indies, and
from the southeast be directed to join the sea
lanes as soon as possible, preferably off the
coast of Florida, for the reason that a great
nunber of our sinkings have been well off shore.
atates a few of the British trawler have arrived
and he has sent them to sea imnediatel;r on
p&trol d“ty.

,.,,g 7% %4/
xc;?



March 25, 1942 7“?

My dear Mr. Secretary:
The Prosident on lareh twenty-fifth
signed the Proclamstion "Establishing the San
Pranciseo, Colushia River, Puget Sound, South- s w/é/
castern Alaska, Prince #iliie Sownd, Fodisk,
and Unalaska Maritime Control Areas and Prescribe

mu;mimrwmm;'rm-u ' ll/

Washingten, D. C. bk



(DEfice of the Attorney General
Washington B.C.

Merch 14, 1942

TR T —

Through Division of the Federal Register.

The Preaident '

The White House.
My dear Mr. President:

I em herewith transmitting a proposed proclamation
entitled "Establishing the San Francisco, Columbia River,

Puget Sound, Southeastern Alaska, Prince William Sound, Kodisk,
and Unalaska Maritime Control Areas and Prescribing Regulations
for the Control Thereof™.

The proposed proclamation, presented by the Secretary
of the Navy and forwarded for my consideration by the Director
of the Bureau of the Budget under date of March 10, 1942, has my
approval as to form and legality.

Respectfully, §
1
Pwtias? s th—

Attorney General.

. Ott./u:;{red';ur lefler of OA. RAndrerta, 12-/3-4/
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MAR 101942
ST r

My dear Mr. Attormey General:

Herewith is a proposed Executive Procla-
mation, presented by the Secretary of the Navy,
entitled "Estabdlishing the San Franeiseo, Co-
lumbia River, Puget Sound, Southeastern Alasks,
Prince Willism Sound, Kodiek, and Unalasks Mari-
time Control Areas and Preseribing Regulations
for the Gﬂtﬂl Thareof™.

Representatives of the War and State
Departmente have {informally advised this affice
of the concurrence of those Departments in the
proposed prooclamation.

This proclamation has my approval.

Very truly yours,

(8igned) HAROLD D. SMITH

Director.
The Honorable,
The Attormey Gemeral. ,.%’&.(\
Enolosures. .
Cr:‘
ue’



. CONFIBENTIAL

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
i (SC)A16-3(11)/ND13
J

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON, D. C.

MAR 3 1942
Sir:

In accordance with the provisions of Executive Order

No. 7298 of February 18, 1936, the enclosed draft of a
Proclametion "Establishing the Sen Francisco, Columbia
River, Puget Sound, Southeastern Alaska, Prince William
Sound, Kodiak, and Unalaska Meritime Control Areas and
Prescribing Reguletions for the Control Thereof™, with
accompanying letter to the President, is forwarded for
approval and further transmission through usual channels
for review and presentation for signature.

It is most urgent for military reasons that the Mer-
itime Control Aress described in the enclosed draft of
Proclamation be established at the earliest possible date.
The authority which will be granted by the Proclamstion
is necessary to implement naval controcl and protectlon of
friendly shipping end to provide a means for the protection
of important militery installations.

The limits of all the proposed areas of course extend
beyond territorial waters. The proposed San Francisco Area
extends at its furthest point approximately 25 nautical
miles, the Unaleska Area approximately LO nautical miles,
the Columbia Hiver, Puget Sound, and Prince William Sound
Areas approximately 50 nautical miles end the Southeestern
Aleska Ares approximetely 60 nautical miles beyond the
shore line. The Kodiak area extends approximately 45 miles.

While the navel defensive ser aress established during
the last World War extenced a lesser distance beyond
territorial waters, instruments of war developed since that
time and improvements in aircraft, submarines, surface vessels
and communication facilities have effectively reduced dis-
tances so thet st the present time aress of the size des-
crived in the proposed Proclemation are essential for ade-

Trapmle

L )

CONEIDENTIL
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quate defensive purposes. These areas are not considered
to unreasonsbly restrict the rights of neutral nations on
the high seas.

The following are a few of the specific conditions
now existing that require more extensive areas Tor defense
purposes than were reguired during prior wars:

An enemy vessel carrying guns of large caliber disguised
as & merchantman could effectively project its fire for a
distance of 10 or more miles. Such a vessel on the high
seas beyond the limits of a defenslve area might not be
subject to suspicion. If found within such an area without
having complied with the governing regulations it would be
sub ject to stoppage and search., Modern torpedoes may be
discharged from a surface vessel and be effective for a distance
of more than 10 miles. Mines may be laid from an otherwlse
{nnocent-appearing merchant vessel in coastal weters 200
fethoms or more in depth.

our own mine fields end other underweter defenses
may be laid beyond territorial waters in the approaches to
important herbors or naval bases for the defense of those
places. It is of course not desiraeble to indicate to the
enemy the exact locatiamof such mine fields or defensive
{instelletions although it is the practice of civilized
nations to indicate the generel defensive area for the
protection of friendly and neutrel shipping as well as local

shipping.

Vessels disguised as merchant vessels could launch
midget submarines which are operated by batteries at a
distence of about fifty miles from shore. Such submarines
ere operated by batteries and would preferesbly be launched
from & mother ship within 50 miles from shore so that they
would have sufficient battery power to carry out a submerged
attack and return to the mother ship. Such submarines
have been developed by Japan and Italy, and possibly other
nations since the last World Wer and are a definite danger
to anything afloat, particularly ships in harbors, within
their operating range.

Midget motor torpedo boats may be launched from enemy
vessels which would have an operating radius, VErxﬁngﬂgith

Fronk? T e

{
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their size, up to 100 miles or more. Italy 1s known to have
such boats and Japan may have them also. Also disguised ves-
sels can approach the shore with small bomb or torpedo-
carrying plenes, Just what distance the planes could operate
would depend upon the size of the mother ship and plane. Some
of the German merchant raiders in the last and also in the
present war have carried small seaplanes. “heir range 1s

now greater than in the last war.

With the long range of our large coast delense guns
it is necessary to protect friendly vessels tfrom beling
considered hostile and being fired on by our guns from shore.

Submarines may readily be disguised as fishing vessels
and in view of the large number of fishing vessels operating
in the areas covered by the proposed Proclamation it 1s
essential that the defensive areas be of sufficient slze to
effect adeguate control.

There are also enclosed six copies of the draft of the
Proclamation for the files of the reviewing agencles.

It is requested that this matter be gconsidered to be
confidential until the proposed Proclamation is signed.

Respectfully,
The Director,
Bureau of the Budget, Frank &
Exeoutive Office of the rank Kno .
President, : Py .'._.osavult i
Washington, D. C. 1) '_J.,.E{HED
Enclosures. uoD DIR. s200.8 (8/27/88)

(Rl e Bt M«?—/m
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

MAR 3 1947

My dear Mr. President:

I have the honor to transmit for your con-
sideration a draft of a Proclamation "Establishing the San
Francisco, Columbie River, Puget Sound, Southeastern Alasks,
Prince Williem Sound, Kodlak, and Unaleska Maritime Control
Areas and Prescribing Regulasticns for the Control Thereof."

The purpose of the proposed Proclamation is to
gstablish maritime control areas at the places described
therein and to prescribe regulations for the control thereof.

The authority which will be granted by the
Proclamation is considered to be necessery in order to
implement navel control and protection of friendly shipping
and to provide protection for militery installations.

Sincerely yours,

o

The President, AN
The White House. ank Kni

Enclosures.



jj_,)l ‘.J {1_1 wd J{Lhﬂfj;_1 _,"r:_

: i
it | | v
'1‘/?/4‘;*- | 1ia'{/ I’f ‘,j:
*1/ |
THE WHITE HOUSE ; {:Np
WASHINGTON (<

March 31, 1942.
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The E npm in the wood
g. may be the last sentence of
tion !5 in which it is recom-
ed that wide latitude be
the several administrative
ities as to rate of enlist-
ment, method of roumitinl,
training and assignment to ht?
and total number to be enlisted
I think that is a matter which
.hma be determined by you and
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WABHINGTOMN
Franklir 1. Roosevelt Library

March 27, 1942 DECLASSIFIED
DOD DIR. s200.9 (8/27/68)

(80)P14-4/¥0 Date- n/;ﬂ-/ sy

(0162004) .
SECRET ot

I am attaching herewith the result of another perio A
General Board on the gquestion of colored enlistments in the Navy
and this time there are scme really constructive suggestions con-
tained in the repert,

My informal recommendation ls that we announce that the Navy
is going to enlist negroes without specifying exactly how we are
going to make use of thelr services, and announce at the same time or
as soon thereafter as possible the creation of training facilities by
establishing one or more negro training stations. Then after we have
eatablished these training stations and while the men are getting
their training, we can declide on just how we will dispose of the men
after they have covered thelr tralning perioed, followlng in the main
the suggestions which the General Board has made. I am not at all
sure that it would not be wise at the same time o announce boldly
that nothing will be dons %o impalr morale by introducing a racial
problem in the Havy while the war is in progress,

This program will necessitate new tralning facilities. As
soon as these are provided enlistments will be accepted.

If we could state that plans are now under way for the organ-
izgation of the training center or centers contemplated, it would
bolater the forward looking program suggested. Until we have exper-
ience with the new units and what good or ill effect these steps may
have upon Navy morale, it does not seem wise to make any statements
as to the future, They can, however, become the basls for opening
other branches of the Naval service.

Vhen you have had a chance to read this, I would like $o talk
it over with you and submit a proposed press release.

Sinceraly yours,

g M-—&p
The President

The White House
Enclosure



v SECRET i
RECEIVED S-C FILES

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY Room 2066

GEMNERAL BOARD Hln w tm

G.B. No. 421 WASHINGTON : o
(Serinl No. 204) ROUTEQRU= —<c-7 -
SECRET

w4
Op Mile No. L
MAR 20 18430c. No. 4%33 -
Copy hktuﬁilﬂ_Jl_J:::;-;
5, [ —

From: Chairman General Board;
Tos Secretary of the Nawvy.

SUBJECT: Enlistment of men of the colored race in other than
messman branch.

References: (a) SecNav Memo. (SC)PLl4-4/MM(086004)/GEM dated
February 14, 1942,
(b) General Board let. to SecNav G.B.No. 421 (Serial
No. 201) dated February 3, 1942.

Enclosures: (A) General Board study of the enlistment of men of
colored race in other than messman branch.
(B) Appendix I to Enclosure (A).

1. Reference (a) directed the General Board to give further
congideration to the subject of enlistment of men of the colored
race in other than the messman branch, with the objeect of determin-
ing to whet additionel tasks or special assignments in the nawal
establishment enlisted men of the colored race may be assigned
without injecting inteo the whole personnel of the Navy the race
question. A further study of the subject is forwarded herewith
as Enclosure (l]-

2. The General Board fully recognizes and appreciates the
social and economlc problems lnvolved and hag striven to recon-
elle these requirements with what it feels must be paramount in
any consideratlon, namely, the maintenance at the highest level of
the fighting efficlency of the Navy.

3. In considering any program for the induction of negroes
into the Naval Service the problem of training these men becomes
of paramount interest. The Navy is making every effort to train
the crews required to man the wvessels of the rapidly expanding
fleet. In order to provide petty officers for training stations
and for nucleus crews for new construction, every combatant vessel
of the fleet has been, and will continue to be, ecalled upon to fur-
nish petty officers which they can 111 afford to lose if they are
to maintain their battle efficlency and which they cannot replace
except by the development of non-rated men in their own complements.



G.B. No. 421 (Serial No. 204)

In the face of such a vital wartime problem, which applies equally
to the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard, the Genmeral Board feels
impelled to express i1ts convliction that to divert any part of the
treining effort to the development of negro crews or negro battallons
would not produce a return in effective fighting units commensurate
with the adverse effects on the training program and the efficiency
of the Fleet.

4e If 1t 18 determined by higher authority that scecial,
economle and other conslderatlons require the enllistment of men
of the colored race in other than the messman branch, then the
General Board conslders that the organization of the colored units
specified below would offer the least disadwanteges and the least
difficulty of accomplishment as a war measure:

(a) Service units throughout the Naval Shore Establishment
including shore activities of the Marine Corps and Coast Guard,

(b) Crews for yard craft and other small craft employed in
Haval District local defense forces,

(e) Shore based units for other Naval District local defense
forueﬂ,

(d) Crews for selected cutters of the Coast Guard and em-
ployment of non-rated colored men in emall number by the U.S.
Coagt CGuard Captains of the Port,

(e) Construction Regiments, Navy,
(f) Composite Battalions, Marine Corps.

All of the above activities should be subject to current administrative
arrangements by the proper agencles.

5. The General Board further belleves that if a decision is
made to proceed with this project, enllstments should be limited to
thﬂ U.8. Naval Rﬂ“m, m U-B# miﬂ. Corpﬂ- R‘ﬂﬂm. and the U.S8.
Coast Cuard Reserve. This would permit the enlistment of skilled
men in petty officer ratings for which qualified. It is recommended
that wide latitude be granted the several administrative authorities
as to rate of enlistment, method of recruiting, training and assign-
ment to duty and that progressive experience de the total

number to be enlisted.
K70ty

Copj? to ﬂ-ﬂ-ﬂ-



ﬂuB- No. m ENCLOSURE (i}
(Serial No. 204)

1.  DIRECTIVE:

Determine to what additional tasks or special assignments in
the naval establighment enlisted men of the colored rzce may be
assigned without injecting into the whole personnel of the Navy
the race question.

II. ASSUMPTIONS:

1l. Thet enlistment of men of the colored rece for unrestrict-
ed service is consldered by higher authority to be inadvisable.

2. That any practical plan, which would not inject into
the whole persomnel of the Navy the race question, must provide
for:

(a) Segregation of colored enlisted men insofar as
quartering, meseing and employment ie comcerned,

(b) Limitation of authority of colored petty officers
to subordinates of their owmn race.

III. GENFRAL CONSIDERATIONS:

1. Assuming that the enlistment of men of the colored race
for unrestricted gemeral service iz inadvisable, the possible
alternatives are as follows:

(a) Enlistment in selected ratings in designated
branches,

(b) Enlistment in colored branches, to be established
as ﬂuﬂh,

(¢) Enlistment in colored units, to be established as
such.

2. Pertinent considerations with regard to ¥#iése¢ thre _Raoaevelt Librar;
it e e o DEGLASSIFIED

DOD DIR. s200.¢ (9/27/68)
Date- 5%'7}/”

Iiﬂﬂl‘fﬂi#;ﬁﬂi _



G.B. No. .&21 {S“iﬂl No. 2&4)

(1) The several branches of Nevy enlisted personnel are:
(a) Seaman branch,
(b) Artificer brench,
(e) Aviation branch,
(d) Special and Commissary branch,
(e) Mesemsn branch.

In each of these branches a definite precedence of ratings by
classes 1s established by the Bureau of Navigation Menual, which
precedence fixes the seniority with respect to responsibility and
authority of each rating of that branch. Enlisted men are quartered,
stationed and messed largely by rating and class groups. These men
live, work, and eat together in a closeness of comtact which has few
parallels outside of the Navy.

The Navy Regulations specify that all petty officers shall
aid to the utmost of their ability in mainteining good order,
discipline and all that concerns the efficlency of the command.
To that end the Navy Regulations further provide that petty officers
are alweys on duty and are vested with the necessary authority to
report and arrest offenders.

It is manifest that a negro, if inducted into any existing
branch of the Navy other than the meseman brench, would work, eat,
and sleep in the closest contact with his white shipmates, and in
any but the lowest rating of the several classes would inevitably
be in a position where he would exercise the authority with which
all petty officers are clothed by the Navy Regulationms.

There are many artisan ratings in the Navy where the man is
rated a petty officer largely because of his skill as a workman,
rather than his ability as a leader. Therefore, upon cursory
examinations, it might appear that ratings of this kind, of which
carpenter's mate, metalsmith, painter, and shipfitter are examples,
offer taske to which we could properly assign an additional number
of enlisted men of the negro race. However, these artificers do
not work alone but in groups where the senior petty officer is in
charge. Moreover, on all ships the battle station of petty officers
of these ratings is in the damage control party which includes men
of many other ratinge, thereby rendering segregation end limitation
of authority impracticable. In action the survival of the ship may
depend upon the leadership, initistive, self-reliance, resourceful-
negs or undirected prompt action on the part of any member of the
damage control party.
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Enlistment in selected ratings in designated branches would
not provide the necessary segregation or limitation of authority
which is necessary to prevent injecting into the whole personnel

of the Navy the race question.

B.

At the present time there are no colored branches
other than the messman branch.

The establishment of other colored branches is
subject to the following considerations:

(1) The Seaman Branch includes rated and non-
rated men, distributed by divisions or departments

as followsa:

Boatswains mates
Gunners mates

(2) The

. Deck divieions

Deck divisions

Deck divisions

Torpedo division
Navigation Department
Commmication Department
Gunnery Department

Deck divisione

Deck divisions

Deck divislions

ch includes rated and non-

rated men, distributed by divisions or departments

as follows:

Machinists mates
Water tenders
Flectriclans mates
Radiomen
Carpenters mates
Shipfitters
Bollermakers
Molders
Patternmakers
Printers
Painters
Metalsmiths
Firemen

Engine Division

Boller Division
Flectrical Division
Radio Div.Comm.Dept.
C&R Dept. Damage Control
C&R Dept. Damage Control
C&R Dept. Damage Control
C&R Dept. Damage Control
C&R Dept. Damage Control
Communication Department
C&R Dept. Damage Control
C&R Dept. Damage Control
Boiler Division
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(3) The Aylation Branch includes rated men
only, distributed by divisions or departments as

follows:
Aviation machinists mates
Aviation carpenters mates
Aviation metalsmiths Carriers: Aviation
Aerographers Department.
Fhotographers ) Other Vessels:
Aviation ordnancemen ) Aviation Division

(4) Special and Commissary Branch includes rated

and nom-rated men distributed by divisions or depart-
ments as follows:

Yaomen All departments and divisions
Storekeepers Supply Department

Musiclans Band

Buglers Band & Marine Detachment
Ships cooks Supply Department

Bakers Supply Department

Pharmaclists mates Medical Department

Hospital apprentices Medical Departument

(5) The messman branch includes -
distributed among the followlng officers messes:

Officers stewards, lst, 2nd )
and 3rd class ) Flag, Captain,
Officers cooks lst, 2nd ) Wardroom, Junior
and 3rd class ) Officer and Warrant
Mess attendants, 1st, 2nd ; Officer messes.
and 3rd class

These branches and ratings have been established as the result
of long experiemce, and cover all requirements and adequately pro-
vide for the effective operation of naval vessels of all types and
slzes. There appears to be no field in the organization of naval
vessels for the establishment of additional branches and ratings
solely for the accommodation of men of the colored race, therefore
any colored men inducted into the naval service would necessarily
have to be assigned to one of the rated or non-rated classes in-

cluded in an existing branch.

I+ is evident from the above tabulation that, except in the
Messman Branch and in the Aviation Branch, the various ratings and
classes are po widely distributed throughout the ship or station
that it would be impracticable to effect segregation in quertering,
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messing, and anﬂmt of colored rat-:lngi and also impracticable
to effect the necessary limitation of amuthority of colored petty
officers to mem of their owmn race.

An all colored Aviation Depertment in an aircraft carrier,
resulting as it would in a mejor portion of the crew being com-
posed of men of the colored race, would inject the race guestion
to a marked degree. An all colored Aviation Division in a battle-
ship or cruiser, while constituting a unit of much smaller relative
size, would nevertheless inject the race question to an equal degree.
Segregation in quartering, messing and employment would be impracti-
cable because of the necessity for frequent transfer of both flying
and ground persomnel between ship and ship, and ship and shore bases,
and the relatively high rate of replacement of aviation persomnel
incident to war operations. Both in the case of the all colored
Aviation Department of the carrier and in the case of the all
colored Aviation Division of the battleship or cruiser, a limita-
tlon of the authority of colored petty officers to men of their owm
race would be impossible.

Enlistment for service in Colored Branch, to be established
as such, would not provide the segregation or the limitation of
authority which is necessary to prevent injecting into the whole
personnel of the Navy the race question.

c.

There are at present no Colored Unite in the Navy.
Poseibilitles for the enlistment of Colored Units serv-
ing under white officers and initially with white petty
officers, within the requirements of the Mdrective, in-
clude the following:

(1) Construction regiments of skilled end wn-
sldlled workmen eimilar to those already organized,
for service in advanced bases and outlying statioms,

(2) Crews for yard craft and other small craft
employed in Naval District local defense forces,

(3) Shore baped units for other Naval District
local defense activitiles,

(4) Service wnits throughout the Naval Shore
Establislment including shore activities of the
Marine Corps and Coast Guard,

(5) Crews for selected naval awxiliaries,
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(6) Composite battelions in the U.S.
Marine Corps,

(7) Crews for selected cutters of the U.S.
Coast Guard, and employment of non-rated colored
men in small numbers by the U.S. Coast Guerd Captains
of the Port.

Construction Regiments.

The Bureau of Navigation is now recruiting six Construction
Regiments of Class V-6 naval reservists, each regiment to be
officered by commissioned officers of the Civil Fngineer Corps and
composed of ratings to a total of 3,219 men. These ratings cover a
wide variety of the trades and crafts, sklilled and umskilled labor
as shomn in Appendix I. Operations of these units, as of other naval
units, will be directed by the Senior Officer Present of the force or
gtation to which they are assigned.

The organization of ome or more Colored Construction Regiments
of Class V-6 nawval reservists would offer:

(2) Employment for a considerable number of men of the
colored race,

(b) Utilization of both skilled and unskilled labor
in a wide varlety of trades,

(¢) Advancement in rating up to and including that
of chief petty officer,

(d) A reasomable solution of the question of segre-
gation and of the authority exercised by rated men.

Construction Regiments composed of enlisted men of the colored
race are considered to be practical as a wartime project.

Yard craft include tugs, lighters, barges, ferries, derricks,
piledrivers, dredges, and other small craft used in comnnection with
the widely wvaried activities of a navy yard, naval station, or naval
base, Other smell craft employed in the local defemse forces in-
elude those used in comnection with the Inshore Patrol, boom and net
defenses, mine fields, and similar defemnse activities. In general
they are manned by Navy enlisted men of the seaman and artificer
branches up to and including the rating of chief petty officer.
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Practical seagoing experience is essential in all ratings
for the effective performance of what are often ardous dutles,
requiring considerable skill.

The assignment of all colored crews to many of these small
eraft could undoubtedly be effected if and when the required rat—
ings became available. The determination of the eraft to be so
manned snd the number of rated and marated personnel required could
be determined only by the several Naval Districts.

Crews composed of men of the colored race for yard craft and
other smell craft in Naval District local defemnse forces are con-
sidered to be prectical as a wartime project.

Other locel defense activities inelude:

() Net and boom harbor defenses,

(b) Mine defenses,

(¢) Anti-submarine and mine detection units,
(d) Radio direction finder and radar units.

The above mentioned activities, with the possible exception
of net and boom harbor defenges, require the specialized kmowledge
of highly trained and experienced personnel, The development of
complete unite for such activities would present a most difficult
problem, and would require a considerable period of time. However,
there appears to be a limited field for the employment of men of
the colored race in this general category, in such manner as not to
inject unduly the race question. Necessary segregation and limita-
tion of authority would be the function of administrative authority.

Shore based units composed of men of the colored race for other
Naval District local defense activities are comsidered to be practi-
csl as a wartime project to a very limited extent Insofar as numbers
are concerned.

There are undoubtedly numercus, indeterminate, miscellaneous
activities in the various Naval Districts, navy yards and naval
stations where men of the colored race could be employed without
introducing the race question generally. The numbers that could
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be employed and the activities would vary with the different
stations but could inelude such employment ag chauffeurs, messengers,
doek workers and the like, grouped as service units.

Enployment of men of the colored race in service units cover-
ing miscellaneous activities ashore is considered practical as a
wartime project.

Lrews for selected naval auxiliaries.

Naval auxiliaries may be broadly classified as to types as
follows:

(a) Troop transports,

(b) Common cargo carriers,

(c¢) Ammmition vessels,

(d) Tankers,

(e) Miscellaneous special service vessels.

The ships organization of every nawal auxiliary followe the
bagic Navy pattern. All naval awdliaries are manned by naval
crews, end muat be maintained in readiness for overseas operations
with the Fleet. As rapidly as possible all such vessels are being
armed for defense, particularly against submarine and eir attack
and in a limited semse must be considered as combatant vessels.

A complete all colored crew for a specified naval awdliary
would solve the questions of segregation and limitation of authority
but the organization and training of an efficient crew of men of
the colored race, composed of all retings up to and including the
several classes of chief petty officer, would require a period of
many years. An all colored crew could not be organized and trained
at & training station, and then assigned as & unit to take over
and operate a naval awdliary. Effective training could be gained
only at sea, under the tutelage of experienced white officers and
petty officers. This necessary training period at sea presents a
serious problem with regard to segregation.

Toudntuinanolwodmufmuirodnﬁmutmllstrm‘th
would necessitate the establishment and maintenance of a source of
replacements. This would require the establishment of & colored
training station ashore in which the negro recruit would be glven
the fundamental training and processing necessary for all nawval
recrults preliminary to service afloet end also the establishment
of trade schools for advanced training.
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This project would involve an effort out of all proportion
to the return in effective seagoing units which could be expected
on the basls of the Navy's actual experience with vessels manned
by crews of other than the white race.

Colored crews for certain naval awdliaries are considered
to be impractical and highly undesirable, particularly as a war-
time project.

A composite negro battalion conslsting of Infantry, anti-
aireraft artillery, machine guns, 5"/50 caliber guns and other
componente necessary to make it a self-sustained unit would have
a strength of about 1,000 men.

The Marine Corps ies malking every effort and utilizing every
facility to attain an authorized strength of 150,000, There are
many more volunteer recrults than can be properly trained by the
available commissioned and non-commissioned officers. At the end
of Japusry, 1942, there were sufficient trained regular personnel
to operate & force of 30,000 troops whereas the Marine Corps then
consisted of nearly 90,000, and continues to be expanded toward
the authorized total.

The development of both commlssioned and non—commissioned
officers is a serious problem, and is & matter of grave concern
to responsible authorities. To divert any part of the training
effort to the development of negro battalions would have a most
disadvantageous effect on the whole program, and the effort
involved would be out of all proportions to the return in effec-
tive fighting units.

Colored battalions could unquestionably be developed in time.
While their wvalue generally for field service ia gravely doubted,
they probably could be used at some outlying stations. The
amphiblous warfare for which the Marine Corps is speclifically de-
elgned and with which it is immediately faced, would prevent the
maintenance of the necessary segregation because in war any combat
unit would be subject to such action losses as to require the dis-
tribution of the remaining members of the unit among white umits
or the replacement of losses by white men.

Colored composite battalions in the Marine Corps are con-
gldered to be practiecable, but undesirable, as a wartime project.
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Coast Guard cutters perform services in both peacetime and
wartime which require that their crews be composed of men whose
integrity and speclalized training must be of the highest quality.
This training in all but the most elementary phase must be obtained
under qualified officers and petty officers in actual service afloat.

Available information indicates that the non-rated complements
of eighteen cutters to a total of 306 could be replaced by men of
the colored race and that 210 more could be employed in various
assignments in comnection with Captain of the Port asctivities in
six cities.

In the relatively amall vessels of the Coast Guard the neces-
sary segregation and limitation of authority would be inecreasingly
difficult to maintain. Opportunities for advancement would be few.

Colored crews for selected Coast Guard cutters and employment
in other Coast Guard activities are considered to be practicable,
but not desirable, as a wartime project.

IV. CONCLUSIONS:

1. That, of the possible alternatives to enlistment of men
of the colored race for general service, "Enlistment in selected
ratings in designated branchea” and "Enlistment in colored branchea
(to be established as such)" are both inadvisable.

2. 'That "Enlistment in colored unite (to be established as
such)” presents the only course which may be expected to approximate
the segregation and the limitation of authority which is essential
to preventing "injecting into the whole persomnel of the Navy the
race quegtion.”®

. 3. That the colored umits, establishment of which would be
practical and which would offer the least disadvantages and the
least difficulty of accomplishment as a war measure, may be listed
as follows:

(a) Service units throughout the Naval Shore Establish-
ment including shore activities of the Marine Corps and the
Coast Cuard,

(b) Crews for yard craft and other small craft employed
in Naval District local defemse forces,
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(c) Shore based units for other Naval District local
defense activities,

(d) Crews for selected cutters of the Coast Guard
and employment of non-rated colored men in small numbers
by the U.S. Coast Guard Captaine of the Port,

(e) Comstruction Regiments, Navy,
(f) Composite Battaliome,Marine Corps.

4+ That if men of the colored race are to be inducted into
the services they should be enlisted in the U.S. Naval Reserve,
the U.5, Marine Corps Reserve and the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve.
This would permit the enlistment of skilled men in ratings for
which qualified.



G.B. No. 421 ENCLOSURE (B)
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SEcRET APPENDIX I
Eagh regiment to comsist of 3 Battalions, each composed of -
1 - Headquarters Company 169 men
4 - Construction Compenies 226 men each
Total per Battalion - 1073 . Librarf
Total per Regiment - 3219 UeULASSINIEY
UUU UK. sz00.9 (9/27/68)
Headouarters Compeny
Pate- 2/73/S 3
Humber Hayal Rating Irade e
2 Bir. le Biguature- Ll
& " 3g L]
8 Sea. 2¢ Boatman
1 Gignil Butmin
1 B-!' lﬂ n
2 Cox n
8 Sea. le Chainman
4 F le Chauffeur
: o1 Clerk
3 Yeo leo n
3 Yeo 2¢ "
4 Yeo 3¢ w
1 off. Ck. lc Cook, officers!
1 | " n 2 " "
& E.B- 1° cuut, ﬂhip'l
8 8.C. 20 ] ™
12 B-ﬂ. 3¢ . n "
1 ﬂ-ctl+ Draftsmen fm:h.-}
1 C.M. le " .
1 E-'- 21: n n
: C.E.M. " (Electrical)
1 l.l- 2u ] "
: 0.5.F. " (Mechanical)
1‘ E.F. 20 n n
1 G-I-l. " {str. E't-“l}
2 M.M. 1o L] n "
1 G.M. le Gunner's Mate
1 G.M. 2¢ " "
2 H.A. le Hospital Attendant
2 H.A. 2¢ n n
10 Sea. le Laborers
10 ' 2 »
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Naval Rating

M. Att. le
M. Att. 2¢
C. Fh.
Ph. M,
ﬂ. “I
Ph. M.
P. 1ec
P. 20
P. 3¢
C. M. le
C. M. 2¢

gEEF

Haval Ratipg

U-H-I- {lu‘t{-ﬂﬂ“]
M.M. 1lc "

MM, 2¢ "
Msmth le (building)

F. lc (blacksmith, bldg.)
C.C.M. (bldg. carpentry)
oM. 12 * "

CelMs 2¢ - n

oM. 3 " L
€¢.C.M. (bldg. concrete)
CM. 2¢ " "
C.M. 3¢ " "
Msmth le

Memth Z2e

Sea lc (dredge)

ﬂ--n-‘-

BI!' l‘

C.M. le (driller, quarry)
u.x'll

E.M. lc

E.M, 2¢

Irade
Mess Attendant, officers!
n " n

Pharmacist
n

Storekeeper
n

Transit & Level Men

Irade
Automotive Repalrman
n Ll
n n
Blacksmlth

Lo Helper
Carpenter (Supervision)
-
hm?hlwhrm@wﬂnm}
n

Coppersmith

Deckhands
Diver (master)

Drillers
Electrician(Supervision)
n
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C.E.M. (line & ut-a.t.imj
EM, 1¢ "

E.M. Ec L

C.C.M, (road hxﬂ.ld:l.ugl

F. le 'ld:rodg-}

F. 1lc

F. 2¢c

F. lo

F- 25

G-E-l-

C.M. lec

Sea. lc

Sea. 2c¢

QM le

M 2¢

B.M. lc (dredge)

C.M.M. (shop & at-a.t-im}
M. lc "

MM, 20 " n

M.M. le (erusher, quarry)
Msmth Ze

F. 2¢

M.M. lc (shovel)

« lo

« 20
« 3e
C.8.F.(buildings, pipe)
SlFi le

EIElI Eﬂ- ' '
8.F. 3¢ . "
C.5.F. (pipe)

SFe le 0

8.F. 2¢ "

S-Fn 30 "

G.K. lo (bllﬂt-ill.g}
G.M. 2¢

ciniui

B.M. 2¢

Cox
M.M. Z¢ (road mechine)
M.M. 1lc Dm}

M.M. lc (engine)
C.B.F. (m,
8.F, 1le¢
S.F. 2¢ =
8.F. 3 "

E.X. 20 {m‘m‘]
E.M, 3e .

Irade
Electrician (supervision)

Excavation (supervisiom)
Firemen
Helper, crane

n n

" engine

Labor, Foreman
n n
Laborers
n
Launchman
n

Mate
lnul:ani: (supervision)

L, erusher
Metalsmith
Oilers
Operator, chovel
Painter

n
n

Pipefitter (supervision)
n

P:I.;:mm (supervision)

Powderman
. » helper
Biﬁgar (supervision)

Road Machine Uperator
Runner, crane
n

engline
Steelworker (supervieion)
n

n
Telephone man
n
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Naval Rating

M.M. 2¢ (tractor)
M.M. 2¢ (truck)
W.T. 1le
W.T. 20
S.F. le (welder)
B-r- zﬂ N
B.F. e "
ﬂ-cql-
ﬂ-“. 23
C.H. 2
Cox

Total

L

Irade

Tractor Operator
Truck Driver
Water Tender

n L]
Welder

lh:.rf B‘tﬂ."lr.darl (supervision)

Piledriver Man (supervision)



NAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON

SUBJECT: 204 - Enlistment of men of the colored race in cother than
messman branch.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE GENERAL BOARD:

The recommendations contained in the General Board's
letter G.B. No. 421 dated _March 20, 1942,
endonsement

: will be
have been ... hiE date and action Bae besn

S T TR T T A S SR T S R e B TR L e e L

By direction of the Secretary:

.0 GEVENNMENT PRINTING SFFICE 1004 ThEsl



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 9, 194;?/ Ag(

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF NAVY , /¥

Plecse resd cnclosed from Hlﬁr?/@
Murk Ethridge and retwrn for ay
files. I thipk thut with all

the Novy sctivities, the Bureau x/8-CGL

. : o £
of Nevigsation might lovent some-

thing thet colorcd enlistees
could do in cadition to the

rating of messwan.

F. D. R.

’ing?ffyb

Letter from Tﬁg&m._?ecmtary, National
hssociation for the Advancement of Lolored
People, #9 Fifth Ave., NYC, 12/17/41, to the
President, urging President to issued an order
to the Navy to abandon forthwith its policy
of refusing to permit Negroes to enlist save

as messmen, which was sent to Hon. Mark
(over)
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Ethridge, by Presidential memorandum of 12/22/41
"To reply to", letter from Hon. Mark Ethridge,
Chaimen, President's Committee on Fair
Employment Practice, 12/31/41, returning the
letter from Mr. White. Mr. Ethrdige feels

that the Navy Dept's. position is untenable and
indefensible, and that if the statement of the
‘Bureau of Navigation cited in telegram to

Mr. White represents correctly the view of the
high command of the Navy Dept., it is clear that
the Navy Dept. is not alert to one of the major
moral issues of the present war. Because

any letter which Mr, Ethridge might write to

Mr. White would incorporate these points, he
believes that the President will wish to give
this matter more consideration before directing
Mr. Fthridge to follow his instruction to reply
to HI‘. Wh'[t-ﬂ-
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 22, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
MARK ETHRIDGE:

To reply to.

F.D.Rs

Letter from Walter White, Secretary, National
Assoclatlon for the Advancement of Colored People,
69 Fifth Ave., NYC, 12/17/41, to the President.
Quotes telegram the above organization sent to
the Secretary of the Navy and reply sent to the
organization by the Bureau of Navigation, asking
revision of Navy policy which limits service of
Negroes to Messmen Division of Nawy.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE BECRETARY OF THE NAVY _ &

x99

I have youre of February fifth enclosing report of the
Genersl Board in regard to

1. Enlistment of negroes in greater numbers in the Service.

2. This report of the General Board I regard as (a) unsatis-
factory and (b) insufficilent.

&. The General Board falle into the habit, not dlissimilar to
certain previous oases whioh have come to my attention in
the 150-year history of both the Army and the Navy, to wit;
of using the word “political* when they mean something
ellde. e word "political" has, in modern parlance, the
gonnotation of doing Shinge for politlical or partisan
reasons. Doubtlesrs mony persons have used the word politiocal
when diecuseing economic or sooclal matters which are not
political, as for example, the problem of pensions for the
aged, old age insurance and similar probleme which arise
from time to time.

It is, of course, human and easy to lump soclal and economio
problems under the generic mie-nomer of "politicel®.

St JO72

4. Officers of the United S5tates Navy are not officers only
but are in addition Ameriocan citizens and except in two
or three states -~ Virginia, for example -- they have the
right of franchise. y should, therefore, be expected to
recognize moolal and economic problems which are related to
the national welfare.

5. The above being axiomatio, I think it is encumbent on all
officers to recognize the faot that about one tenth of the
population of the United States is composed of members of
the n race, who are Ameriocan citizens. They are liable
to military or naval service in the defense of their country.

6. The report of the Oeneral Board in effect reiterates that
members of the negro race -- American citizens -- should
be enlisted only in the Navy for mese duty -- in other
words, that absolutely no change should be instituted,

7¢ I em not asking for any finding that negroes should be en-
1isted for all duties in the Naval servioce -- because I
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recognize what the General Doard does not seem to recognize --
that to go the whole way at one fell swoop would serlously
impalr the general average efflclienoy of the Navy. Yet that
is the only alternative presented by the General Board to a
retention of the present aystem. That seeme to be unreason-

able and badly thought out.

8..1It ie beocause I have a certaln knowledge -- sympathetic knowl-
edge of Navy personnel problemes dating back to the earliest
hietory of our Navy, that I am asking you to return the
recoamendations of the Oeneral Board to that Borrd for

further study and repors.

©. It is my considered opinion that there are additional tasks
in the Naval establieshment to which we could properly assign
an additional number of enlisted men who are members of the

negro race.

I truet that the General Board will forgive this somewhat
lengthy homlily from the Commander in Chief and will give it sympa-
thetioc conslderation.

F. D. R.

By Degpuiy |,

By W. J. gie b & FEE___ 4k



THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WABHINGTOMN
February 4, 1942

({ :ﬁca}oorﬁa—-mm

BEB b 1942

Following the recelpt of & recent memorandum from you on
the eubject, I esked the General Board to make a careful study
of the whole question of enlistment of colored men in the Navy
in other than the messmen branch.

I an attaching herewith for your perusal vhen you have the
time, the report of the General Board. It doesn't get you any-
where, however, because the Board finally recommends against the
enlietment of negroes in other than the mesemmn branch, and then
winde up with a prize sentence which I got & lmagh out of, and
I an sure you will,

The meat of it 1s that if we ever have to take negroes for
political reasons, then enliet them for the whole service. When
I asked Admirsl Sexton to elsborate on that last eentence, he
told me that it wae the judgment of the Genersl Board that if
negroes had to be taken, we hed better go back to the old prec-
tice of taking them for the general service, which means mixing
them up everywhere, rather than for some special service where
they could be segregated.

The cnly special service that I can think of where segrezation

could be possible would be in the Marine Corps, mnd the Marines stand
on their head and yell murder whenever the subject is discussed.

Franklin D. Roosevelt

DEGLASSIFIED
DoD DIR. 6200.9 (9/27/68)

Date- a//2/87

Stenature- (U4 §, 4&!{

Enclosure
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ol eretary o Navy ' File No. 5Q !4

SUBJECT: Enlistment of men of colored race in other BoanNe, #

messman branch. Copg Na. E é

Heference: (a) Seclav let. {bb)l’l&—ﬁ}fm {GBE{JDﬂ}fL‘zﬂm“——-———__
Jamuary 16, 1942.

1. The General Board, complylng with the directive con-
teined in reference (a), has given careful attention to the problem
of enlisting in the Navy, men of the colored race in other than the

megsman branch.

2. The General Board has endsavored to examine the problem
placed before it in a realistic mamner.

A. ould o nlisted for unlimited general service?

(a) Enlistment for general service implies thet the
individual may be sent anywhere, — to any ship or station
where he is needed. Men on board ship live in particularly
close essociation; in their messes, one man sits beside
another; their hammoecks or bunks are close together; in
their common tasks they work side by eide; and in particular
tasks such as those of & gun's crew, they form a closely
Init, highly coordinated team. How many white men would
choose, of their own eccord, that their closest associates
in sleeping guarters, at mess, and in a gun's ecrew should
be of another race? How many would accept such conditions,
if required to do so, without resentment and just as a matter
of course? The General Board believes that the answer 1s
"Few, if any," and further believes that if the issue were
forced, there would be a lowering of contentment, teamwork
and discipline in the service.

(b) One of the tenets of the recruiting service is
that each recruit for general service ies potentially ap.csevelt Library

leading petty officer. It is true that anmmmﬂin

do become petty officers, and that when re

LOD UIR. s200.9 (8/27/58) j
vate- /24T i
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men, it is not possible to estabiish which will be found
worthy of and secure promotion and which will not. If
negroes are recrulted for general service, it can be gaid
at once that few will obtain advancement to petty officer.
Wiith every desire to be fair, officers and leading petty
officerg in general will not recommend negroes for promotion
to positions of authority over white men.

The General Board is convinced that the enlistment of negroes
for unlimited general service ie inadvisable.

B. e @ ted ral gervice
specinl rat or for speclal v

(a) The ratings now in use in the naval service cover
every phase of naval activity, and no new ratings are deemed
necegsary merely to promote the enlistment of negroes.

(b) At first thought, it might appear that assignment
of negroes to certain vessels, and in particulsar to small
vessels of the patrol type, would be feasible. In thie econ-
nection, the following teble is of interest:

Men in Pey
Total Hen in Pay (Crades 5 to 7
of & Crew Grades 1 to 4 Non-rated
Battleship 1892 666 1226
Light Cruiger (10,000 ton) 948 365 623
Destroyer (1630 ton) 206 109 o7
Submarine 54 47 7 (5 seamen)
(2 messmen)
Patrol Boat (120 foot) 55 36 19
Patrol Boat (110 foot) 20 15 5 (3 seamen )
(L fireman)
(1L messman)

NOTE: Pay grades 1 to 4 include Chief Petty Officers and Petty
Officers, lst, 2d and 3d Class; also Firemen, lst Class

and a few other ratings requiring length of service and
experlence equal to that required for qualificatlon of

Petty Officers, 3d Class. Pay grades 5 to 7 include all
other non-rated men and recruilte.

-
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There are no negro officers and so few negro petty officers in

the Navy at present that any vessels to which negroes might be
assigned must have white officers and white petty officers.
Examinetion of the table shows the small number of men in other
than petty officer ratings that might be assigned to patrol vessels
and indicatee to the General Board that such essignments would not
be happy ones. The assignment of negroes to the larger ships, where
well over one-half of the crews are non-rated men, with mixture of
whites and negroes,would inevitably lead to discontent on the part
of one or the other, resulting in clashes and lowering of the effi-
ciency of the vessels and of the Navy.

3. The Navy Department ie accused of discriminating against
the negro by refusing to permit the enlistment of negroes, in the
Nevy, in other then meseman ratings. If such is discrimination, it
is but pert and parcel of similar discrimination throughout the
United States not only against the negro, but in the Pacific States
and in Hawail againet citizens of Asiatic descent. The discrimina-
tion is less in some parts of the country than in others, depending
rather generally on the density of colored population. It may be
remarked thaet certain orgenizations and trade unions decline to
receive negroes as members and that in certain industrial plents,
employment of negroes is confined to common labor and to a very
few trades. The reasons for discrimination, in the United States,
ere rather generally that:

(2) the white men will not accept the negro in a
position of authority over him;

(b) the white man considers thet he is of a superior
race and will not admit the negro as an equal; and

(¢) the white man refuses to admit the negro to
intimate family relationships leading to marriage.

These concepts may not be truly democratic, but it is doubted if
the most ardent lovers of democracy will dispute them, particularly

in regard to inter-marriage.

L. 'The General Board recognizes that part of the negro
problem is political, end thet both major political parties
(Republican and Democratic) have endeavored, in one way or another,
to gein the support of the negro vote. A Congressman of the United
States supports the view of the Navy Department in a letter to the
Secretary of the Navy reading as follows:

"I am just this morning in receipt of form letter and
enclosure from the National Assoclation for the Advance-
ment of Colored People which letter and enclosure I am
herewith transmitting to you. These documents relate to
the rejection by the Navy of & certain Harold J. Franklin.

. B
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While this association criticizes you for discriminating
against negroes, I notlced that you state that you were not
diseriminating. I have no cbjection to your statement,
provided you do not carry out the wishes of this Associa-
tion.

"Tn this hour of national erisis, it is much more
important that we have the full-hearted cooperation of the
thirty million white southern Americans than that we
satisfy the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People. I realize that you have never lLived in
the South. I have lived there all my life. You kmow that
our people have volunteered for military service more
readily than the people of any other sectlon of the Hation.
If they be forced to serve with Negroes, they will cease
to volunteer; and when drafted, they wiil not serve with
that enthusiasm and high morale that has always character-
ized the soldiers and sallors of the southern states.

"I do not mean to urpe a complete seclusion of Negroes
from military or naval service, but I do most earnsstly
plead with you to see that there is & complete segregation
of the races. To asgsign a Wegro doctor to treat some
southern white boy would be a crushing insult and in my
opinion, an outrage against the patrlotism of our southern

people."

5. The point has been made by some advocates of the negroes
thet negroes should be permitted to fignt for their country. There
are several negro organizations in the Army and those organizations
will doubtless be utilized in the present war. Messmen on board
ship are given stations during battle when they assist in fighting
the ship as truly as do any other members of the ship's company.

6. The Navy of the United States is composed, except for
megsmen, of members of the white race. This condition has arisen
because those in control have believed and experience has demon-
strated that the white man is more adaptable and more efficient in
the various conditions which are involved in the meking of an effec-
tive man-of-war. The netion ie now at war and the induction into
the Navy of increasing numbers of negroes in the wider field of
activities cannot fail to inerease the difficulties of preparing
for war and distract the attention of the Navy from concentrating
gll of its efforts toward winning a complete victory.

7. The General Board regrets that it is unable to comply
with that part of reference (a) which requires submission of a

-k -
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plan for taking into the Navy 5,000 men of the colored race,

not in the messman branch. The Board strongly recommends thet
members of the colored race be accepted for enlistment only in
the messman branch. If, in the opinion of higher autherity,
political pressure is such as to require the enlistment of these
people for general service, let it be for that,

Comy to C.N.O,.



NAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON

SUBJECT: 201 - Enlistment of men of colored race in other than messman branch.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE GENERAL BOARD:

The recommendations contained in the General Board’'s

1""",“‘“ e s dated . February 3, 1942,
will be

have been _..........oooooooeeeeeeeeveeeeenen. this date and action fias besn

AKEN ., A8 O OWE oo e ils

By direction of the Secretary:

U B SOVENNNENT FRIRTING SFFOD: 1004 THENE]
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April 1, 1942
Fronklin D. Roosevelt Librar}rW

e DECLASSIFIED

DOD DIR. s200.9 (s/27/58)

Date- 1/12/57F |
MEMORANTUM FOR THEE PHESIDENT) Sipatres (’Mi‘fifém
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'L:fr{ﬁ e F R
This will reply to the report you received from Carter on
the SEA OTTER business, I am returning the report herewith,
A

There is no doubt there is a little confusion sbout the present
status of the SEA OTTER program, but I think it is being straightened
ou ugh perhaps not to the satisfaction of Commander Bryan, who
is in a state of disturbance about one thing or another,

Tou will remember that my firet suggestion after this outery
that the SEA OTTER had not been given a real chance was that the whole
matter be turned over to Bryan, Redmond, and Burgess, who had so far
as my contacts were concerned, besn the principal parties in the pro-
motion of the SRA OPTER, You approved this suggestion and I semt for
Bryan and told him of the declgion to turn the whole project over to
bimgelf, Furgess and Redmomd and told him I would expedite in every
way the transfer of the little corporation that was tuilding the
experimental ship into their hands. To my surprise, the next morning,
I got a letter from Bryan in which he appeared to be under the impression
that I had said we were turning the whole thing over to him mlome, I
promptly corrected this statement in my reply and pointed out that two
other men wers assoclated with him in the matter.

Then Brewster and Gillette called on you at the White House
and, as a result, you directed me to turn the experiment over to
Yeaver and Captaln Swasey, with Bryan acting as an inspector., Acting
on these revised lnstructions from you, I sent for Weaver and Captaln
Swasey and, with both present, told them of my instructions from you
%o turn the project over to them and I described the part which Bryan
should play in the project as a naval inspector. Weaver assumed the
active role at once and began negotiating for the transfer of the corp-
oration and I think then that Weaver and Bryan had some difficulties
over the matter. This is only a suspicion on my part because Bryan now
seems to have his nose out of joint with respect to Weaver,

/O Yoie, 7‘”‘/% m



LONTIDENTHIL - April 1, 1942

What Bryan now says about Weaver according to Carter, is very
amusing because it was Bryan who brought the Weaver Aesociates into the

plcture and with whom Bryan was mssociated in the drawing of the plans
for the experimental ship.

The whole thing is a headache and the bulk of the difficulties

that have arisen grow out of the fact, in my judgment, that Bryan, while
brilliant in some respects, is utterly irresponsible,

e,

Attachment
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MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

70 READ AND RETURN
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JOHN FRAMKLIN CARTER
{Jay Franklin)
1210 NATIOMAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.

“Wa, the Pecple” Matropalitan 4113
“The Week in Washingtan® Metropalitan G113
larch 27, 1942,

REFOKT O DISPOSITION OF THE “SEA OTTER™ FROORALL,

The prresent status of the "Sea Otter" progrem is clothed with

confusion, Secretary Enox, on Marech 17, wrote Cormender Bryan that,

=
at your direction, he wes turning over to him the entire "Sea Ctter"™ _
project, TYesterday, Secretary Knox celled in the heads of Weaver as~-

P
sopiates and told them that, at your direction, he was turnins over A

—y
to them the entire "Sea Otter" project.

Commander Bryan is very disturbed about the whole situation,
especially beceuse he Teels that Secretary Knox blemes him for all of
the publielty on the "Sea Utter", whereas to my krnowledre he refused
two 'montha ago to see Senator Gilllette and tip him off as to the facts,

——

walting instead until he wes ordered by the ilavy Department testify
before the Gillette Sub-Coumittes, In my own personal discussions with
EBryan, I have found him consistently opposed to stirring up publicity,
Playing politics or taking any attitude which micht be construed as
ingubordinate. I alsc found him unwilling to cultivate eny relation-
ship with commercisl interests which might prorfit by the procran, n:ﬂ:.itvux'WH
than to facllitate the operation.

Bryan points out thut if "Sea Otter® is given to Weev:r Lssceleates,
not ooly will it be Aifficult for the firm tc obtain the professicnal
services of competend technicians (because iWeaver associstes are distlinet
ly second-rate and Starlins Burgess cean never work again--his heart has
given out) but kk naval officers such es Bryan, Lockwood and others who
are working for the "Sea Otter" rrogram will be esatopred from civing

their official services to a privete commercial enterprise. Bryen says

that Homer Ferguson of lewport News Shipbullding or John Hancock uﬁauld
be put in charge. Forsuson ds willine now: H . ncook was.laat vean
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Aprdl 2, 1942
oA
rUL
My dear Don:
I am enclosing a of & letter which the Secretsry

of the Nevy sent to the Yresident the other day and which
the President sent to me with the attached note. I think
No. 6 was the thing that bothered him the most.

Would there be anything to the idea that we would not
give rriorities to facilities which would not be in production
prior to a certain date? The theory being that if we have to
take risks we take them in favor of immediate production.
lould there be any wisdom in the interests of getting our
requirements rapidly in not giving uprioritics to facilities
which would not be in production by April 1, 19437

Very cordially yours,
HARRY Lo HOPKINS /1

The Lonorable
Donald M. Nelson, f
Director, VWar Production Board,

& 2 W FovoleweTinn Boen .
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 28, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
Hl L‘ H-i

Will you take this up with
pon Nelson and let me have &

report on it?

Fl D‘ H‘
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Commeca Tuz UNITED STATES FLEET B
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER [N CHIEF "‘.
m HAVT DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C. ‘.\"
March 26, 1942. /

via the Secretary of the Navy.
Subject: Priorities for Naval Shipbuilding Program.

1. Recently, drastic changes have been adopted in military
priorities. The Chairman of the War Production Board has ralsed all
types of aircraft with all their components from preference ratinge of
A-1-b and A-1-d to A-l-a. Similarly, 20,000 enti-aireraft guns for the
Ordnance Department of the Army were advanced from various lower ratings
to A-l-a. By action of the War Production Board, the programs for ex-
pansion of industrial facilities for high octane gasoline, aluminum,
magnesium, synthetlc rubber and many others have recently been placed in
the highest priority group.

R While not questioning the importance of the programs that
have been raised in priority, they will require large amounts of eritiecal
machinery and material. No new tools or additional sources of material
are created by priority decrees. The requirements can only be met by &
major shift in tool and material supply. It must be accomplished at the
expense of programs whose priorities remain static. Of these, one is the
Navy shipbuilding program, whose priorities contimue to extend from the
highest priority rating A-l-a to the lowest A-1-1.

3. The Material Buresus of the Navy Department, under these
priorities, were previously encountering increasing diffioulty in meeting
production schedules. Because of the recent priority decisions, the
difficulties will become insuperable. For ghips to be completed in 1942
there will be deley. Progreseively more perious delays will arise for
ghips to be delivered after 1942. These delays are controlling as to our
capacity to seek out the enemy and strike him.

F Large-scale offensive operations to be earried out in distant
theatres of operations are limited by several factors, chief among which
are shortages in cargo tonnage and Navel escorts. I am of the opinion
that fully equipped air and land forees together with operating and mainte-
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HEapQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER 14 CHIEF 5 :.)

CONFIIENTI®L MAVY DEPANTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C. YI& 5

March 26, 1942.
Subject: Priorities for Naval Shipbuilding Program.

he (continued)

grams of greatest strategic urgency and importence, we shall contime to
sacrifice the progrees of naval shipbullding in order to meet productlion
schedules of tanks, planes, guns, etc. which are of no value on the present
prospective fighting fronte unless they can be shipped.

5. As to competition with the production of other military
nts, there 1 now being undertaken by the Joint Chiefs of Staff a
revision of the Military Priorities Directive. It is hoped that the revised
directive will accurately reflect the importance of the Navel building
program in relation to other munitions programs.

6, Simply steted as an opinion and not by way of eritiecism, our
most serious delays are csused by competition with programe for industrial
development. These programs are enormous in scope. They will require vast
quantities of critical machinery and materisls. The following programs have
been placed in the highest priority group (A-1-a):

Expansion of facilities for production of:-

Copper (1942 program) High octane gasoline
Iron and Steel (Various) Alumimm
Electrical equipment (Various) Magnesium
Machine Tools (greatest portion) Synthetic rubber
Cranes (greatest portion) Chrome
Cutting tools Tolusne
Power generation and transmisslon Nickel
(Varioua)
7. Although production of the above-listed items must be ex-

in the interests of the ultimate war requirements, the assignment

of the highest ratings to the entire list will impair production of our
nts. It is clear that careful comsideration mst now

hnmmhmiﬂn(hwmhithndtwmﬂiupnuntpmdmﬁnn
ofmitim.forpmdmtinnthiuhﬂllmthmmurmfulinuppuuing
the enemy for two or three years. No such determination has been made, tut
1t certainly is of immediate importance.

-2 =
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-CONPIDENTIN. 3
March 26, 1942.
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8. The letter of the Commander in Chief, U. 8. Fleet dated
February 20, 1942 addressed to the Secretary of the Navy - copy herewith -
mﬁtﬂuﬂupﬂmof:dnﬂuihpoﬁuyhauingmthiuutﬂrhﬂm
positive corrective actlon has as yet resulted. It is recommended that
further representations be made to the Chairman, War Production Board
(Mr. Nelson) pointing out the concern with which the Navy views the high
priorities assigned to industrial development, this concern being based
primerily upon the sericusness of the present military situation.

9. Tt ie relevant to note that the announcement of the President
on Jamary 3, 1942 itemizing the War Production programs of 1942 and 1943
omitted any reference to Naval Shipbuilding. This has cauped a lose of
prestige to Naval Construction which, although doubtless unintentional,
has contributed to our priorities difficulties. It is believed that this
Hhu’uld be mﬂt‘d-

Commande: 8. Fleet
and Chief of Naval Operatioms.

FOR THE PRESIDENT

I most heartily comcur in the views expressed by the
pommander in Chief.
Franklin L. Hoosevelt Library

DEGLASSIFIED /
DOD DIR. sz00.5 (9/27/58) Ch_oﬁ,

pate- 2 /1[5 7
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WAR PRODUCTION BOARD

WASHINGTON, D. C.
OFFICE OF
DONALD M. NELSON April 20, 1942
CHAIRMAN
Dear Harry:

I have your note of April 2 regarding machine
tools for combat aireraft factories.

Through the use of special out-of-line ratings,
a number of eritically needed machine tool deliveries
have been expedited to aireralt contractors, most of
whom were in the lower priority brackets. These were
machines needed to round out either the pilot or
production lines.

The A-l-a rating for aircraft, which we applied
the latter part of Februsry, has had a marked psychological
effect in generally improving the production of aircraft
in the War Program and we &are confident that it promises
much help toward meeting program reguirements. Enough
time has not elapsed to make this order really effective
as yet.

There is a hand-picked group composed of
experienced machine tool and production men, who meke
current surveys in which eritically needed tool require-
ments are determined and deliveries and placements expedited.
In particular, orders are checked on the ground against
actual requirements to insure that requests and needs are
in balance.

There is & steady snd substantizl increase in _

the procuction of those machine tools required in the air-
craft industry, and there is sound reason to believe these
tools will be available at approximetely the time required.

Sincere regards,

Plellis depoc i /

Doneld M. Nelson
x4738
Honorable Harry L. Hopkins

The White House
Hﬁ.ﬂhiﬂg‘t‘uﬂ, D. C»

”HW
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHTNGTON

T APR 10 1942

MEMORANDUM TOR THE PRESTDENT

Subject: Additional Nonrigid Alirships.

1. mhe Commender in Chief, United States Fleet, and Chief of
Maval Operations desires to increase the number of nonrigid airships.

24 At present, &3 an item in the "10,000 Plane Program",
approved June 15, 1940, the nmumber of nonripid sirships authorized is 48,
The rumber of useful neval alrplanes was increszsed by the =subsequent act
apnroved July 13, 1940, to a total of £ifteen thousand, with the follow-
ing proviao:

wprovided, That if, in the judgment of the
Secretary of the Navy, the total number of airplanes
authorized herein is not mufficient to meet the needs
of the national defense, ne may, with the approval of
the President, make such plans for the procurement as the
situation may aemand."

However, the authorized number of girships has not been changed.

1 At this time it is impracticable to state the exact number
of nonrigid airships waich may prove necessary but it i= aeaired to order
an additional 24 of the patrol type now. Accordingly, the Lepartment
plans to ask for legislation which will parallel for nonrigid airships
the airplane flexibility indicated {n the guoted proviso above, and is
asking for funds for these 24 alrshipa.

da Presidential aprroval of this plan and procedure is
reguested.

(Signed) FRANK KNOX
1P

Fra;k}:r:f, Hoosevelt Library
DEGLASSIFIED
LUU DI, s200.9 (8/27/58)
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“?’ ,2 April 24, 1942.

In accordance with Executive Order No. 9001 of December 27, X526
1941, I have the honor to transmit herewith report of contracts
negotiated by the Navy Department under authority of Section 201
of Public Law No. 354, 77th Congress, for the period January 1,

1942, to March 31, 1942, inclusive.

My dear Mr. President:

Sincerely yours,

Ffrank EnoX
x1&

The President,
The White House.

XEED

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED
D0D DIR. s200.9 (9/27/68)

Date- 2//2/5%

Bignature-
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Beport by the Becretary of the ll.vz2
for the Quarter Emded 31 March, 1942,
of Confidential Negotiated Contrascts Executed under Authorlty

of Title II, Sec. 201, Public Law No. 354, 77th Congress.

Wo. of Date of Hame of Bubject of Basis of Fixed or Batimated
Gontract Oontract Contractor Contract Contract Amount Involwed,
D.A, Word-130 27 May 1941 Bethlehem Steel Co. 15" E. X, Projectiles
Nose caps and Containers Fixed Price $1,054,340,00
Nord-151 19 June 1941 The Midvals Co. Armor Fixed Price 28,978 ,429.85
Word-177 27 June 1941 Carnegle-Illinois
Stesl Corporation ArmoT Fized Price 3,863 ,828.00
Ford-180 13 Ang. 195M1 Bethlehem Steel Co. Armor Fixed Price  13,393,613,06
Ford-224 28 Oct. 19Ul Bethlshem Steel Jo. 12" A, P, (Exp.) Pro-
Jeatiles Tixed Price 20,250,00
Word-226 28 Oct. 1941 The Nidvale Co. 12" A, P. (Exp.) Pro-
Jeotiles Fixed Prioe 20,250,00
Nord-228 28 Nov. 1941 Bethlehem Stesl Oo. Armor FTixed Price 99,000,00
Ford-229 28 Nov. 1941 Oarnegie-Illinois
Bteel Oorp. Armor Tixed Price 99,000,00
Nord-230 28 Nov, 1941 The Midvale Co. Armor Fixed Price 99,000,00
Nord-260 15 Jan. 1942 Bethlehem Steel Oo. Armor Fixsd Price 142,760,00
© Nord-264 21 Jan. 1942 Cameron Iren Works Depth charge projectors
and spars parts Tixed Price 339,394.T5



Repert by the Secretary of the Ha
for the Quarter Ended 31 March, 19

of Restricted Negotiated Contracts Executed under Aathority

of Title II, Sec. 201, Public Law No. 354, T7th Oongress.

No. of Date of Name of Bubject of Basis of Tixed or Estimated
Contrast Oontract Oontrastor Contract Contract Amount Invelved.
Nord-192 30 Ang. 1941 Tisher Body Division 3% Breech Housings
General Motors Oerp. and Blocks Tixed Price $9,288,750,00
D.A., Nord-193 4 Sept, 1911 Carnegie-Illinoie Steel
CGorporation Armor Fixed Price 29,105,00
Ford-196 12 Sept. 1941 Flannery Bolt Co. Finish machining
20 mm, Gun Barrels Fixed Price 587,500,00
D.A. Nord-199 22 Sept. 1341 Carnegie-Illinois Steel
Corporatien Armor Fixed Price 26,145,00
Nord-222 5 Jan. 1942 The Amertorp COorp. Torpedoes Cost Plus
Fixed Tee 1,170,225.00
Nord-227 15 Nov. 194l Yan der Horst Corp. Chrome plating of
of America 5%/38 and 3"/50 cal.
Gun Barrels Fixed Price 215,000,00
D. A. Nord-251 12 Dec. 1941 The Wgrne Pump Co. Two Pounder Pro-
Jectiles Fixed Price 440,000,00
Nord=252 17 Dec. 1941 General Steel Oastings
Corporation Armor Fixed Price 22, T4u 00
Nord-253 18 Dee. 1941 Union Steel Castings Div,
Armor Tixed Price 56,010,00

Blaw-Enox Company



Beport by the Becretary of the Navy

for the Quarter Ended 31 March, 1942,
of Hestricted Negotiated Contracte Executed under Anthority
of Title II, BSec. 201, Public Law No. 354, 77th Congress.

Ho. of Date of Name of Eabjeet of Basis of * Fized or Estimated
Oontraet Contract Contractor Contract Contract Amount Involwed.
Nord-254 26 Dec. 1941 Matam Corporatien 20 mu. A. A, Pro-
¥ Jectiles Fixed Price #1,080,000,00
,Word-255 26 Dec. 1511 Tecuassh Products Co. 40 ma., A. A. Pro-
Jectiles Tixed Price 1,800,000,00
Nord-256 3 Jan. 1942 E. 0. Atkins and Co, Armor Tixed Price 470,635.78*
Nord-257 2 Jan. 1942 The Midvale Co. 40 mm, Gun Barrel
Yorgings Tized Price 266 ,850,00
Nord-259 12 Jan. 1942 Darham Mamufssturing Oo, 40 mm, Projectiles Fized Price 2,520,000,00
D,A Nord-261 19 Jan. 1542 National Bupply Oo. 40 mm, and 20 mm,
Gun Barrel Forgings Fixed Price 1,495,000,00
D,A, Nord-266 I Ped, 1942 ~ The Nidvale Co. Catapult Gun Forgings
Tizsd Price 57,800,00
D.A. Nord-2sh 24 Teb. 1942 National Pneumatic Ce, 20 mm., A. A. Pro-
Jectiles Fired Price 1,425, 000,00
\ D, A. Nord-2g6 23 Teb, 1942 8. ¥, Bowser & Co,, Ino, 20 mm, A, A, Pro-
Jectiles Fixed Price  6,180,000,00

*. Piret four items on Schedule $210,741.32
Remaining items by Negotiation 259,894.46

“-';
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The total temnage imvolved is about 333,000 and the
over-all cost abewt $865,000,000,

st ol By Rt

g Frank Rnox S

Franklir D. Rocsevelt Library
DEGLASCIFIED

DUD IJIH 5200.8 (9/27/68)
Date- ﬂ%ﬂ’}/‘j—f
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E WHITE HOUSE

June 26, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE PRESIDENT

Thie is Frank Knox' memo and

eonfidential report from Admiral

Morreel with reference to the

Norconian Hotel property.

—

w i

MAC

%2158

WASHINGTON ,J L
o



OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY



CONFIDENTIAL

THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTOM

June 25, 1942

Serial 0266004

CONFIBENHAL

MEMORANDUM FCR: HEAR AIMIRAL BEN MOREELL

Plepge note the enclosed letter wiich wae esent to me
confidentially from the White House, There is only one statement
in thie letter that gives me concern, That ie the statement in
parsgraph 2, Who approved of the offer to Mr, Clark in writing and
did a board of sppraleers value the property at several hundred
thousand dollars more than $2,000,0001

Let me have thie informatlon ae quickly as possible.

.

Attachment
Franklin D. Rocsevelt Library

DEGLASSIFIED
DUD DIH. 5200.9 (9/27/58)

Date- ‘-'l-/ / ﬂ-/.r' 7
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D. Roosevelt Library
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LONFIDENFA. 25 June 1942 ;
une gmatare. (Tl 7 ccer

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECHETARY OF THE NAVY.

Helative to the attached correspondence in regard to the Norconlan Hotel,
the following statement is submitted.

I believe it pertinent to make a brief statement in regard to each of the
points brought up in Mr. Richberg's letter, following his enumeration.

1. We have been unable to locate in the Files of the Judge Advocate General,
the Bureau of Yards and Docks, or the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery an offer in
writing by Mr. Clark to sell this property to the Havy for $2,000,000. cuch an
offer may well have been made to the Commandant of the Eleventh Naval Distriet
or to some other local suthority. Whether or not the offer was made does not
appear to be pertinent.

2, Ve can find no record in the files of the acceptance by the Havy of Mr.
Olark's offer to sell for $2,000,000. The statement that Mr. Clark's offer "was
officially approved, in writing, after a Navy board of uppraisers had valued the
property at eseveral hundred thousand dollars more than $2,000,000" is at vari-
ance with the instructions sent to the Commandant of the Eleventh Haval District
on December 3th as follows: "Commandant should arrange with owner to take over
Hotel at earliest practicable date with understanding that final price of acouls-
ition will-be subject to negotiation or condemnation at fair market value'.

3, The Department has no knowledge of threats by men claiming veolitical in-
fluence to block the payment for this property.

4. Heference is here made to appraisals forwarded by Mr. Brett, Special Attorney,

Lands Division, Department of Justice, to the Navy Department at our request.
These appraisalg were made by outside appraisers for the iar Department some
months previouab{.]'uly. 1941). Mr. Brett did not comment on the propriety of
the appraisals. We learned that these appraisals had been made and sent for them.

5, The reference to the "hopeless attempt of the H.0.L.C. to support the
falpe half-million appraieal® is not understood, sinece the H.0.L.C. appraisal was
second highest and amounted to $1,040,400. There were three other separate appra-
i1gals much lower than the H.0,L.C. appraisal.

6. The Department has no information in regard to the "gang of politiecal
holdup men".




ND11/H1-13

On November 21, 1941, the Bureau of Yards and Docke and the Bureau of Medi-
cine and Surgery sent & jolnt letter to the Commandant of the Eleventh Naval Dis-
triet telling him that we were giving consideration to the acquisition of the Nor-
conian Hotel and supgesting that the Commandant constitute a Board to determine the
sultability of the property.for use as a convalescent center and estimates of the
cos# of adaptations, rehabllitation, repeirs and extensions as may be considered
necessary, together with estimates of cost of the annual maintenance and operation
of the plant. The Commandant also was informed that the Department desired te
obtain a formal appraieal of the property. DBefore the report of the Board was re-
ceived the attack on Pearl Harbor ccecurred, and on December Bth the Bureau of Yards
and Docks sent a dispatch to the Commandant referring to the joint letter mentioned
above and stating that the "President has directed active steps be taken to take
over hotel with view to operation as hospital". The dispatech went on to state the
conditions under which the Commandant should negotiate with the owner aes quoted

above in paragraph 2.

The renort of the Board was submitted to the Commandant on December 29, 1941,
and forwarded by him to the Bureau of Medieine and Surgery on Janmuary 12th, who for-
warded it to the Pureau of Yarde and Docks on January 17th. This report is evi-
dently the one to which Mr. Hichberg refers in his statement marked 2 wherein he
refers to a "Navy board of appraisers".

The Board in its report discusses under the heading "Appraisal - general"
the value of the property, and states as follows: "A business man mizht consider
twenty cents or twenty-five cents on the dollar an outside purchase price. Hefer-
ring to paragraph 12 above, this would indicate a going price of, in round numbers,
something between $800,000 or #1,000,000 at the most, although at this time it is
difficult to visualize consummation of a deal involving the purchase, commercially,

of the property."”

Later in the Board report the Board quotes Mr. Beelman, architect, who was
enzaged to make &n examination and appraisal of the buildings as stating, "If a
forced sale were made of these holdinge you would arrive at a cost of 20 percent
or 25 percent of the original walue. This percentage has been substantiated in and
around Los Angeles. There is a use value, which I would say would be 55 percent of
the original cost; which would include the bulldings, land, furniehings and equip-

ment."

Mr, Hichberg's statement, no doubt, has reference to this so-called "use
value". By "use value" ig meant that part of the original cost of the property
which would represent the wvalue to the Havy if the property were taken over for
use ag a hoepital. The "use wvalue" is, of necessity, largely a matter of guess-

work or "judgement."
In condemnation proceedings the"use value"does not determine the amount

that the Navy can pay for a pilece of property. The law requires that the value be
the "fair market wvalue".

Helative to these two items, i.e. "market value" and "use value", the follow-
ing is quoted from the Board's report:

"The "market value" has been figured from §500,000 to $960,687.90, and
in the belief that the chances of a commercial sale in the recent pagt,

2=
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present, or reasonably distant future are so remote as to be prec-—
tically non-existant, it is believed the lower figure more nearly
represente the actuality.

"The "use value" for Army use hag been figured, on the basis of use

as an air base, as $1,200,000. The "use value" for Navy purposes,
wherefor the plant ig better suited, has been fipgured at $2,103,650.58,
although obviously such a figure is compounded of elements each of
which is a matter of judgment."

It may well be that the Court will make an award in excess of $850,000,
which it is proposed to deposit with the declaration of taking, but in view of
the wide discrepancies in the appraisals and the other ramifications connected
with the case, we feel that the Department would be on the safe side in allowing
the Court to determine the final amcunt to be paid the owner.

Bt

.0

BE. Hu!‘ﬂﬂll
%\




m Juna 24, 1942

MPMORANDUM POR THE SPCRFTATY OF TR maves 7 @

This is the letter I spoke to you
about which the President wanted you to see
for your confidentisl information.

Will you edvise me altar looking
into the matter?

M, H, MeINTYRE
Secretary to the President

Attochment: Let to MHM 6-18-42 from Donald Richb

815 15th St., Washington, D.C. re the purchase n? the
Norconian Hotel property which has been occupied as

n mnaval hospital for more than six months.

MHM:J

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of tha U.8.

By W. J. Btewart Date 19



THE WHITE HOUSE

June 24, 1942. |

|
| MEMORANDUM FOR MAC:

|' _ Will you take this up with the
Secretary of the Navy? I think there
| is a great deal in 1it.

F.B.R'




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 18, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE PRESIDENT

The attached is self-
explanatory.

Do you want it held until
you get back or Just let it ride%
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Honorable Marvin H. McIntyre,
The White House
Washington, D. 6

June 18, 1942,

»:?"'ﬂ

Yeaterday I was glvanf’ﬁo undersetand that the President had ordered
that immedliate payment be miade for the Norconlan Hotel property, which has
been occupled as a naval epltal for more than six montha,

Dear Mao:

Today, Admiral Woodson tells me that the Secretary of the Navy recom-
mended, andi the President approved, condemnation proceedings to establlsh
the value. I think Admiral Woodson must be mistaken, but anyhow I am sure
neither the Secretary nor the Presldent would take such an action if informed

of the following facts:

1. Mr. Clark offered, in writing, to sell this property to the Navy
for $2,000,000—

2. Mr. Clark's offer wae officlally approved, in writing, after a
navy board of appralsers had valued the property at geveral ﬁred thousand

dollars more than 22,000,000.

3. Men claiming political influence threatened, orally and in writ-
ing, to block the payment if they were not pald 10% of the purchase price.

4. A speclal condemnation attorney of the Department of Justlce, 1in
this territory, thereafter sent an indefensible appraisal of approxlmately
4500,000 to the Navy, which caused the Navy to ask for an HOLC and an RFC

appralsal.

§. The RFC appraleal of #1,800,000 substantially sustained the
agreed-upon purchase price. I complained of the HOLC appralsal while 1t was
‘E;:};%‘E:Tgauame of the obvious hostility of the appralsers and their
hopeless ateempt to support the false half-million appraisal. One of the
best-informed, least partisan appralsers refused to 8ign the HOLC appralsal.

§. To authorize a condemnation proceeding would mean fto give unin-
tentional support to a gang of political holdup men. It will further insure
a litigation thoroughly discreditable to the government. I do not question
the integrity or good falth of any of the government officlale involved, but
hostile critics will find ample evidence of conduct eubject to many varle-

ties of orlticlem.

businessman mgle an.agreement to buy a property, after thorough
“mimgfng amg appralealy mdptf.h'an repudiated 1%, would suffer in dam-
ages and reputation. The government cannot be made to respond in damages but,



Honorable Marvin H. MoIntyre -2- June 18, 1942,

after a frultless lawsult to repudiate a contract, it would certainly
guffer in reputation.

I write thils because I am certaln the Secretary of the Navy would
not have made his recommendation if he had knowledge of these facts, and
I am positive the President would not approve such treatment of a man who
relied on the President's own order and the understanding reached with his
representatives, and turned over his property immediately, without for-
mality, for the urgent needs of the Navy.

Bincerely yours,
ety bt i
Donald R. Richberg

X 176)

DRR:CLB
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 29, 1942,

MEMORANDIM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Recommend that the President approve
the attached request for authority to sell,
as uselees hulks, six lormer submarines of

the U, 8, Navy.

Very respectfully,
738 hc G

JOWN L., McCFBA

xsﬂ'ﬁ

ey el
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25 June 1942

My dear Mr, President:

I am enclosing herewith = memorandug
that suthority be given for the Bale
of the Wx-USS 0-1, B-3, 6-6, 5-7, 8-8, snd 8-9, aw
hulks, st the sarliest time pessible in lieu of the

JAMES FORGESTAL

loting Beeretery of the Navy. .
.

The President,
The White House,

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED e
DUU ﬂlﬂ. 5200.9 (9/27/68) /@’- 6 » 1942,
X FRANKLI) D. KOOSGVELT
sianibs- BN L #m : APPROVED:
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JAG:S!MFL:br
(8c)L11-3/88
June 16, 1942

The Ex-USS 0-1, a submarine having an over all length of
172 feet, 4 inches, a standard displacement of 480 tons, built
et the Navy Yard, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, during the period
1917 to 1918, was strioken from the Navy leglster on May 14,
1938, The appraised value of this vessel as of December 23,
1938, was $2,000.

The Ex-U88 8-3, 8-6, 85-7, 8-8 and 5-9, submarines, each
having an over all length of 251 feet and a standard displace-
ment of 790 tons, were built at the Yard, Portsmouth,
New Hampshire, during the periocd from 1916 to 1921, and were
stricken from the Navy Register on January 25, 1937. The appralsed
value of each as a , a8 of December 20, 16“. was §6,000.

These vessels are no longer sulted for further naval ser-
vice and 1t i1s believed to be to the best lnterests of the Govern-
ment that they be s0ld as hulks at such prices as the Secretary
of the Navy may approve.

The Chief of Naval Operations has certified that the sub-
marine hulks Ex-USS 0-1, 5-3 and 8-6 to 8-9, inclusive, are not
esséntial to the defense of the United Etates as required by
Section l4(a) of Public Aet No. 671 - 76th Congress, approved
June 28, 1940.

The Aot of March 3, 1883 (22 Stat. 209; 34 U.35.C. sec.492),
provides that the sale of a condemned vessel shall be advertised
for a period of three monthe and that the sale be made for cash
at the highest price offered above the appraised value “"unless
the m:um of the United States shall otherwise direect in
wvreiting".

Advertisement for a shorter period but long enough for suf-
ficient notiece to prospective purchasers and consequent earlier
sale of these hulks would effeet a saving to the Government "‘1
the cost of upkeep. Friak in D, Rooseve t Library
U LLASSIFIED
I][lﬂ ﬂiH. 6200.9 (9/27/68)

Date- ;’.—ﬁ//.ﬁ_ 7

CONPIDENTIEL | . - (a7 Jfoui
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(5C)L11-3/88

it is therefore recommended that authority be givea for
the sale of the Ex-USS 6.1, 5-3 and 8-6 to 8-9, usive,
(] , &t the earliest time possible in lieu of the cus-
three months, and ot prices ae the Seoretary of
I-R approve irrsspective of the appraised values of

:

Eig




COPYX

NAVY DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

WASHINGTON
Op-38B-1-VRJ
(sC)L11-3/88 June 11, 1942
Serlial 0499838
SONFIDENTIAL
From: The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,
and The Chief of Naval Operations.
To The Secretary of the Navy.
Sub jJeot: Submarine Hulks - Ex-US8 0-1, 8-3 and 85-6

to 8-5 Inoclusive,

Reference: (a) Sec, 14(a) Public Act No. 671 - 70th
Congress, Chapter 440, 34 Sesesion,
approved June 28, 1940,

1, In compliance with the provisions of refer-
ence (a), it ie certified that the 0-1, B-3 and 8-6 %o
8-9 Inclueive are not essential to the defense of the
United States,

E. J. KING

Fronk) [.cogevelt Library
BECLASSFIED
Dﬂﬂ UIH- b5200.8 (Efﬂ?ﬂl}
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NAVY DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

Op-38B-1-VRJ WASHINGTON
(sc)L11-3/88
Serial 048038
June 1, 1942
From: The Seoretary of the Navy.
b, L The Chief of the Bureau of Suppllies & Acocounts.
Via : The Judge Advocate General,
Subjeot: Submarine Hulks - Ex-US8 0-1, 8-3 and 8-6 to

8-9 inclusive.

References: (a) Secnav ltr. Op-230-1-VRJ(80)L11-3/88
Serial 0121223 of May 19, 1942,
(b) VONO conf, 1ltr, oa:aan-l VRJ(80)L11-3/88,
Serial 047738 of May 22, 1842,
(a) ::EEPhill. oconf, ltr, AE-8(I) of March 19,
L]

1, The subjJect hulks are unfit for naval service
and will be dlsposed of by sale or in such other manner, in
accordance with law as may be most advantageous to the Gov-
ernment,

s The Commandant, Navy Yard, Philadelphla, in re-
ference (o) advises that all equipment will have been removed
in accordance with reference (b).

3e Paragraph 3 of reference (o) is quoted for your
information and guldanoce:

.. Based on the past experience of this Yard in
the sorapping of similar hulks, and having in mind the
possible interference with the productive efforte of

the Yard, it appears that the best interests of the Navy
ocan be served by disposing of these hulkes to private
contractors, to be sorapped by them, and it 1ls aoccord-
ingly recommended that the Department approve thie pro-
cedure., The Oommandant underetande that there are seve-
ral sorapping concerns in the vioinity of Philadelphila
that will be glad to bid on these hulkes for sorapping

purposes.”

4, The subject hulke were striocken from the Navy
regleter on the following dates:

) . EX-USS 0O-1 - - - = - = May 14, 1838,
SR T S (R———— v | L
L] " 8-8 to 8-9 1ino. Jlﬂi Eﬂ. 195'?

B. In order to avoid delay asnd expense inoident
to sale, the Judge Advoocate General will prepare the necessary



Op-38B-1-VRJ
(8c)L11-3/88
Berisl 048038

QONFIDENTTAL

papers requesting executive authority to sell these hulks at
the earliest time poseible in lieu of the customary three
months, at such price as may be approved irrespective of 1te

appralsed value,
6. Upon receiving notification from the Judge Ad-

vooate General that the necessary Exeocutive Authority hase been
received, the Bureau of Supplies and Accounte will proceed

with the sale of these hulks,

JAMES FORRESTAL .

Aoting
Copy to: Frenklir I, Roosevelt Lib:
Buships Epl AQRIE B
Op- I][iﬂ DIH 5200.9 (8,/27/68)

Date- X/1/5F

e (et 7o
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" WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

/n% July 6, 1942.

MEMORANDUM POR THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY: A€

I am inclined to go along with this
idea. If I understand it, Towers now occuples
two jobs, which of course is fundamentally
contrary to good organization. Perhaps Jack
Towers could be made a vice admiral in his
capacity as the Aeronauties Officer in
Operations -- and put someone in his place 1
as Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics. 18"

Will you speak to me about this at
your convenience?

Letter from Cong. Carl Vinsop, Chairman, Committee on
Naval Affairs, undated, to the President. (Received at
the White House on July 4, 9:07 P.M., 1942). Refers to
hig suggestion some time ag: that the President conslder
the question of providing the rank of vice admiral for
chiefs of buresus in the Navy Dept., and in reply to
which the President had advised that it did not appear, |
st that time, appropriate to confer such rank upon the
officers in question. Cong. Vinson still feels that there
shonld be one exception thereto, that is, in the case of
the Chief of the Buresu of Aeronsutics, and states his
Feggons as to why he feels t#tly‘;}s exception should be
4 ki it :

Wﬁi 122/ sl




THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTOMN

July 7, 1942

(0277004)

My dear Mr., President:

Thie will aclnowledge your memorandum of July 6 to

which was attached a2 letter from Congressman Vingon euggesting that
Towere be made a Vice Admiral.

I thoroughly approve of the puggestion you make, that
ig, of making Towers a member of King's staff for Aercnautice
with the rank of Vice Admiral and then appolnting someone else
in hie place as Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics.

At my first opportunity, I will diecuess this with you.

Yours elncerely,

The President

The White House
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library

DEGLASSIFIED
DOD DIR. s200.0 (8/27/08)

vate- 2//2/5F

Hopw=-cnt 7. %
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 6, 1942.

(oo zanc
MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY:

I am inclined to go along with this
idea. If I understand it, Towers now occuples
two jobs, which of course 1s fundamentally
contrary to good organization. Perhaps Jack
Towers could be made a vice admiral in his
capacity as the Aerconautics Officer in
Operations -- and put someone in his place
as Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics.

Will you speak to me about this at
your convenlience?
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My dear Mr, President:

You will recall that some time ago I suggested
for your consideration the question of providing the rank
of vice admiral for chiefs of bureaus in the Navy Depart-
ment. You were kind enough to afford me the benefit of
your views on this subject, with which I was in complete
accord, to the effect that it did not appear, at that time,
appropriate to confer such rank upon the officers in
question.

While T am constrained to adhere to the above view,
still I feel that there should be one exception thereto,
that is, in the case of the Chief of the Bureau of Aero-
nsutics. It 18 my considered opinion that he should, during
the continuence of the present wer, have the rank of vice
admiral, This is not solely because of the statutory dutles
{mposed upon the chief of that bureau but is occasioned
principally by the important additional duties which have
been assigned to the officer occupying that position.

As en illustration of the above, the Chief of the
Bureau of Aeronautics attends the meetings of the joint
chiefs of staff as the Navy Department's aeronautical rep-
resentative and at such meetings he is outranked by all other
officers present, including the Chief of the Army Alr Forces.
The latter officer holds the rank of lieutenant general, the
corresponding rank to that of vice admiral, which it 1s pro-
posed be conferred upon the Chief of the Bureau of Aero-
pneutics., Similarly, the Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics
is a member of the Joint Aeronautical Committee which is
charged with the allocation of our aireraft and, at the meet-
ings of this committee, he 1s also junior in rank to the
other members attending, including the British representa-

tive.

The according of the rank of vice admiral to the
chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics would also seem to be
necessary and desirable in view of the fact that there are



a number of other officers holding the rank of rear
admiral in the meronautical organization of the Navy,
who, in effect, are serving under Rear Admiral Towers,
the present Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics. They
occupy, however, the same rank that he does. In addi-
tion, there is one officer with the rank of vice admiral
serving at sea in an aviation command. This would not
appear to be sound from an administretive standpoint or
to be in accord with the general principles inherent in
any military chain of command.

In view of the above, end in the interest of the
more efficient edministration of the Navy's vast aero-
neuticel organization, I suggest that consideration be
given to the advisability of authorizing the rank of
vice admiral for the Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautlcs.

I would be grateful, Mr. President, if at your
convenience you would be good enough to let me have the
benefit of your thoughts in connection with this matter.

Assuring you of my highest esteem,

The President,
The White House.
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JUI J 1949

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT.
The attached oopy of Admiral Nimits' letter to
Admiral King is self-explanatory.

In erder to take care of the situation I pro-
poss %o issus the following:

order in of Task Foroes or Task Groups any
offioer he , regardless of relstive rank.

2. “Any provisiens of Navy Regulations in eonflict
herewith are suspended.

3¢ A Commander-in-Chisf ordering an offiocer to
ocommand a Task Foros or Task Group to which a semlor
may be attached shall, in his orders, refer to this
letter as authority.”

Your approval of the foregoing is requested.

FRANK KNOX. ﬁfg

!\ Franklin D. Rocgevelt Library

z{& DECLASSIFIED

U / 000 DIH. 5200.98 (9/27/68)
Y Pate- s,(m/.r?-

signature- (2240 7 ,ébau



CoPY
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

June 24, 1842

Dear Eing:

Paragraph 706, Navy Regulations, requires in effeoct
that officers shall be assigned to command task forces
according to rank. Under Seotion 1434 of the Revised
Statutes, the President, and the Secretary of the Nawvy
by direotion of the President, may assign an officer to
command over officers holding commissions of an older
date. Also, it has been held that it is the President's
right, as Commander-in-Chief, to decide according to his
own judgment what officer shall perform any particular
duty.

I foresee that a situation may ariee in which I
will desire to designate a task foroe commander who 1s
junior in rank to the commander of the cruisers in the
force., In such a situation the time element may not permit
referring the matter through you to the Secretary of the
Wavy., I should have the authority, delegated if necessary,
to make spot mssignment of a task foroe commander regard-
less of his relative rank and request that you obtain
that authority for me.

With kindest regardes and best wishes,
Sincerely yours,

/s/ C. W. Nimite

. W. lil.‘lt-l
R
Admiral E. J‘G:ing’ g.:_g.i A Freaklis L. Tocsevelt Library
¢ der-in-Chief, U.S. Fleet,
Comander 120 DECLASSIFIED
Washington, D. Co Dnn DIH- b200.8 (Eﬂ?ﬂi}
Date- 2//2/SF

sigatwres (3201 7, dfecacr



Article 650, U.5. Navy Regulations.

"Nothing in these regulations shall be construed
as limiting the discretion of a commander in chief or other
naval commander in making at any time such disposition of
his command, or such special temporary organization of the
forces under his command, as he may deem appropriate for the
accomplishment of a particular task or purpose.”
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« WASHINGTON, D. C.
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MEMORANDUM - for The Under Secretary of the Navy o @ }J
Sub ject: Export Licenses issued to the_Sydney Rass .. 3 [

cﬂfﬁ allowing shipments of certain Drugs ‘v

to n America. Yy
1, The first indication the lledical Department of the

Navy had of this matter was on July 18th when we were informed
that a license had been issued to the Sydney Ross Company which
allowed the exporting of certain critical drugs. We were told

at that time that the license included some B000-ounces of quinine,

waTe

2 The following morning the President, having seen
something in the newspapers on this matter, asked me to look
into the situation and find out why quinine was being shipped
out of the country. I told him that it was on the order of the
Board of Economic Werfere and that the matter wes closed. That
we had known nothing of it whatscever, but since the Navy had a
representative on this Board we supposed the matter had at least
been brought to his attention.

e The President called in one of his secretaries,

Mr, Mervin McIntyre, and instruocted him to look into this matter

and see what could be done about stopping shipment until some in-
vestigation could be made. The matter then rested and on July

2Tth Marvin lelntyre told me that considerable pressure was being
brought to bear to have something done about 1lifting the prohibition
on licensing.

4, Later in the day Tom Corcoran called at my office in
the Navy Department and stated that he felt we were all working

under misapprehension in this matter., 1 told him very frankly

that my interest was to protect the Navy in regard to oritical
drugs and whenever I heard of an order of 8000-ounces of quinine
being taken from our present stock-plle I was at least going to
raise gome kind of an outery. He then prosented what he said wus
the true pieture and that the only quinine they proposed to send
out was made up in the form of cold pills; that they had no in-
tention of shipping out quinine as a separate drug.

Ba There was a considerable amount of caffelns in his

order, but the entire amount came only to $1,200,000 instead of

the $3,000,000 that we had originally been told was in their

license. Of course, I do not know what the fucts are as to the

items in the original license but if, as he stated, the amounts (



BEoRed - SONFIDENTIIL 8:CRM Page 2

MEMORANDUK - for The Under Secretary of the Navy

Subject: Export License Issued to the Sydney Ross Company
allowing shipments of certain drugs to Latin America.

under the $1,200,000 order are corredt, we would have no objection
to this item's being shipped out. Quinine that is already made up
into cold tablets would be of no particular value as far as we are
concerned in the treatment, or prophylaxis, of malaria,

6. It would seem to me that the proper attitude for the
Navy Department to take in these matters would be thut a very clear
explanation should be presented when critical drugs are involved
that will affect the conduct of operating troops in certain areas
of the world, Further, thorough investization should have been
made in advance as to the reliability of the companies to which
these drugs were to be shipped, I have every sympathy for the drug
firms in this country which are attempting to compete with German
and Italian firms in South America and feel that they should be
helped whenever we can, but we do have a responsibility that we
must protect.

ROSS T. MeINTIRE
The Surgeon General

x fﬁ’fﬂ

Franklin D. Feesevelt Library
DECLASSIIED

DOD DIR. s200.0 (o/z7/58)
vate- 2 //1/57 |
signatmres (224 5/4&"”‘

<



BOARD OF ECUNOMIC WARFARE

WASHINGTON, D. C.
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

July 20, 1942

The President,
The White House.
Dear Mr. Preszident:

The licenses to the Sydney Ross Company were issued to assist
that company in maintalning its trade war in Latin Americea against
Nazl controlled producers and distributors of pharmaceutical goods.

The Board's declsion was a consldered one. It was reached
only after thorough discussion with all interested government agencies.

As you requested on Saturday, all licenses heretofore lssued
to the Sydney Ross Company have been suspended. However, we have no
pregent basis for bellsving that the licenses should not be reln-
stated.

The salient facts in the matter follow:

1. The company's trade war is being waged mainly againet

the German agpirin and ecaffeine compound called "Cafi-
agpirina®. §Sydney Rosg competed against this "commercial
swastika™ with its own aspirin and caffeine compound called
"Me joral®.

Apparently its trade war strategy has been expertly

conceived and vigorously executed. The June issue of
"Fortune” gives the company a big "hand" for ite aggressive
campaign. The article deplores the govermment's lack of
initiative in not itself gelzing the opportunity to strike
vigorously at I. G. Farben through the Sterling controlled
companies.

2. In May of this year Sydney Ross faced an increasingly

eritical supply problem, and requested BEW to expedite
the licensing of the company's minimum requisites of supply
and ghipping.

Since the Sydney Ross Company had originally been part
.  of the I. G. Farben cartel group, a meeting was promptly
ealled of the interested agencles to review the statua of
the Sydney Rose Com and to decide what, if any additional
aid -hm:lﬁ be extonded, The meeting, held on June 5, 1942,



was attended by representatives of the Treasury Depart-
ment, the Department of State, the Coordinator of Inter-
American Affairs, and the Alien Property Custodian.

As a regult of this meeting -- at which the company

was gilven a substentially clean "bill of health" by
the Treasury Department® —— a decision was reached to
extend further aid to the company in its trade war.

3. After this decision, the company's applications for

additionsel export licenses were granted. The chief
items involved were the acetyl salicylic acid and
caffeine needed by Sydney Ross for "Mejoral®, its big
competitive item against the similar German compound
"Cafiaspirina®. The licenses also covered advertising
matter, labels and other material necessary in the ef-
fective sales distribution of "Mejoral®.

4. The decision to grant the licenses obvliously in-

volved conelderations of economic warfare as well
as thoge of requirements and suppliese. However, the
amounts actuslly licensed were within the quantities
allotted for export to the countrlee in gquestion by
the Drug Branch of the War Production Board. Nelther
these nor any other figures on exporie are now beling
made publie. A tabuletion of the relevant quantitieg
involved is attached for your information.

E. In adopting thies program of increased aspgistance et
the interdepartmental conference on June 5, it was
specifically understood:

e. That the Sydney Ross Company would

keep the Board fully informed at all
times as to ite operatione, activities
and affsire; end,

# A 500 page investigation report of the Treasury Depart-

ment completed early in July concluded that in general
end subject to inveetigation of purchasers and personnel
atroed the Sterling Producte group "has apparently mede a
sincere effort to fill ite obligations under the Reprecen-
tations it made tc the Foreign Funde Control Committee on
tugust 15, 1941, The Boerd of Economic Warfore plans to
make & secret check-up of the company's operatione abroed.
Should there be any unfavorsble developments, licenses
would, of courge, be suspended at once.



b. That similar aid would be made
availsble to any other American
companies in good standing, engaged or
proposing to engage in gimiler economle
werfere against Axie firms in Latin

America.

I ghall be happy to give you any further informetion you

may deglire.
Respectfully rui’s.)
%ﬂﬂ ol

G
Fxecutive Director
X wa e

Attechment



Jamery
February
March
April
May

June

Licenses Granted Jan. 1, 1942, to Date

TOTALS

* 3.6 months' supply

ASPIRIN (Tsbletg and Pulk)

(In Pounds)
g%ﬁfnzngﬂsaaieﬂ
re
2,700
39,89
147,454
71,336
34,282
3,556
4127
343,359

3,500

274,025

Drug Branch War Production Board has indicated our exporte should not
month, but also indicated we Could have an

additional annual reserve of 200,000 pounds.

exceed 50,000 pounds a

Division of Statistical Controls

Prepared by
BOARD OF ECONOMIC WARFARE

July 20, 1942



JENUATY
Februsry

March

May
June

July

TOTALE

CAFFEIN

(Licenses granted Jan. 1, 1942, to date)

Licenses
GS ted
erg

1,472
2,873
5,959
5,267
2,190

914

402

19,077

(in pounds)

Sterling Producte
& subsidiaries in-
eluding Sydney Hoss Co.

750

15,750+

16,500

# 3-6 months supply

Caffein content of
tablets to Eterling
Producte Co. & sub-
gidiaries.

43

140

191

Drug Branch W.P.B has indicated our exporte should

not exceed 10,000 pounds monthly.

Pre

pared by
Division of Statistical Controls
BOARD OF ECONOMIC WARFARE

July 20, 1942



JENUATY
Februery
March

April

QUININE SULPHATE,- EQUIVALERT
Licenses granted Jan. 1, 1942 to date

In Cunces
Licenses Granted Sterling Producte
Others & Subpidiaries
42,080
101,456
167,889
755364 T3
156,606 1,331
44,5187 3,695
28,850 3,36
616,432 8,466

# 3-6 monthe supply.

W.P.B Drug Branch has asked us to clear in-
dividual shipments with them. It is realized,
however, that 2 million ouncee will be needed
in 1942 in Latin America, but local inventorles
are not accurately known. Since April no
quinine has been exported except for anti-
maleriel control unless it was compounded in
other medicines and in stock prior to April.
This ie in strict complience with W.P.B order
M-131.
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Subjmwet: mmmr—n-mmm. and

1. inelosures (A), (B), and (C) show the stocks on hand
and requiresents for 1942 and 1943 on subject ltems,

it, Comdr, - UCNR
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CCsy Mr. Ferol 3. 4]
Rear /dairal loces T. s

Franklin . Rocsevelt Library

DECLASEIFIED
DOD DIR. s200.5 (9727/58)

Date- 9%? / N7
" Gt 7 e



July 29, 1942
Supply and Requirements
(Acetyd ﬁﬁlﬁu ueid)
SUFPLY
Production in 1941 - 17,810,338 pounds
Stocks (menufacturers) as of Jenusry 1, 1942 -  T11,224 pounds
Estimated Production in 1942 - 5,400,000 pounds
REQUIREMENTS
1942 1943
poundg pounde
Navy 65,250 79,5200
Army 300 596,081
Civilien 3,300,000 kel
Lend-Leuse 667,853 -
Canade 200,000 3
Other Fomelgn 1,232,000 -
Total 5 94 Thy 765

Sources All data obtained from Health Supplies Section,
ctatistics Division, Wer Production Board, except

Army and Navy Requiremcnts.
Franklin D. Roosevelt Libraiy

DECLASSIFIED e—
DOD DIR. sz00.9 (9/27/58)

Date- % /57

signature- (3, / ;’ %



July 29, 1942.

Supply and Requirements
CAFTEIR
SUPFLY
Stocks as of January 1, 1942 - 132,508 pounds
Estimated production in 1942 - 1,002,563 pounds
Estimated importe in 1942 - 5,000 pounds
Total 1,140,071 pounde
REQUIREMENTE
1942 1943
pounds pounds
Huvy T 3 500 9,000
Army 126 74655
Civilian 750,972 o
Lend-Lezse 149,839 bt
Exportes to American Republies _ 35,305 -
Total 93,742

# Requirements (caffein, citrated) for third and fourth quarters of 1942.
## Requirements not available.

Source: All duta obtained from Health Supplies Section,
Statistics Division, War Production Board, ercept
Army and Navy Requirements.

5

L% -'*'!""f“
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CONFIDENTIAL July 29, 1942.

Supply and Requirements

QUININE
(Basis - Quinine Sulfate)

SUPPLY
Stocks as of June 1, 1942.
pounds
U.5.Treasury Department Stockpile 450,000 (7,200,000 oze.)
Defense Supplies Corp. Stockpile 93,750 (1,500,000 ozs.)
Total Industrisl Stocks# 493,750 (7,900,000 ozs.)
Total 1,037,500 (16,600,000 ozs.)
Supply available in 1943 (principally from
South America) is estimated by the War
Production Board t0 B8 « « « « « ¢ = = = = = & =« = -93,125(1,3“)’@ 055-}
RECUIREMENTE
1942 1943
pounds Pounds
Hﬂ.ﬂ lﬂ,ml' 10,'?2{1'
s~ 121,929’ 227,042
Civilian 125,000 125,000
Lend-Lease and Exports 232,717 281,250
Total 490, 366 6L4,012

# Quinine inventories reported to Wur Production Board in response
to General Limitation Order M-131
#* Requirements for third and fourth quarters of 1942.

Source: All data obtained from Health Supplies Section, Statistice
Division, War Production Board, except Army and Navy Re-
guirements.
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My dear Mr. President:

In May, 1942, your approved a strength of 4,000 commissioned officers,
2,000 warrant officers, and 100,000 enlisted men for the Coast Guard.
Since that date additional duties have been assigned to the Coast Cuard
by directives of the Qommander-in-Chief, United States Fleet, and Chief
of Naval Operations, in comnection with the establisihment and maintenance
of an anti-submarine patrol along the Eastern and Gulf Sea Frontiers com-
prised of yachts and other seagoing small craft for rescue, observation,
and anti-submarine combat duty, and the maintenance on the Atlantic, Gulf,
and Pacific Coasts of the United States of a continuous patrol on shore
of all coastline capable of being effectively patrolled.

The strength of the Coast Guard on August 26th, 1942, was:

Comaissioned Ufficars, 2,800
Warrant Officers, 1,244
Enlisted Men, 77,798
|
“1 In order ot meet the new demands in connection with anti-submarine
= patrol, both afloet and ashore, it is requested that you approve a
+ strength for the Coast Guard as set forth in the following table. The
_,dates by which that strength 1s expected to be reached are indicated.

3 Commisaioned Officers, 6,000 April 0, 1943.
* Warrant Officers, 3,000 March 31, 1947,
X Enlisted Men, 150,000 February 2%, 1943,

; The proper distribution and use of manpower being of such vital con-
gsrn in the war effort, T am sure you will be interested to know that
under the policy adopted for the procurement of these additional men for
1@ Coast Cuard it is proposed to effect this increase in Coast Omard

strength without an appreciable effect on manpower available for war in-
dustries and combat forces of the United States. Instructions have been
issued to the recrulting officers of the Coast Guard to inaugurate an in-
tensive recruiting campaign to obtaln men who are not allocated to war
industries and whose physical defects and dge, while precluding them from
assignment to first-line combat duty, will nevertheless permit them to
perform Coast Guard duties in commection with beach patrol, port security,
and similar preventive war-time duties. Men in thils category asaigned
to such Coast Guard duties will rdlease personnel who meet all age and
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physical requirements for assignment to duty afloat and will enable the
Coast Guard to earry out its functions in connection with the manning

of Navel auxiliaries and transports, anti-submarine patrol craft, and
Coast Cuard vessels assigned to Naval duty, without a corresponding drain
on manpower., The same general policy is being extended through the uti-
lization of temporary members of the Coast Guard Reserve who serve on
part time and intermittent duty without pay and allowances.

The foregoing meets with the approval of the Chief of the Buresu of
Naval Personnel, the Vice Chief of Naval Operations, and the Commander-
inChief, United States Fleet, and Chlef of Navel Operatlions.

Very reaspectfully,
(signed) FRANK ENOX X Ig‘

The President,

The White House.

Frank ,evelt Library
BECLAGolFIED
00D DIR. s200.9 (8/27/58)
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%Eﬁ“ﬁ Septemder 4, 1042 ? o

My desr Mr. President A

Under date of August 19, 1942, the original of the attached
letter regarding the strength of the Marine Corps was submitted
to you for your approval,

In order that the proper budget sstimates may be submltted o
early next wesk, 1% ies requested that mction be taken se soon as x j,7
possible, e i

Sincerely youre,

The President
The Vhite House

XI@-E 5 e
F :-_-.:-_-.h'. I icosevelt Lip
DECLASSIFIED .
UUD DIR, s200. (8/27/58)

Date- 9/{//_4",«
Eigature- CM i? 4&4



THE SECRETAKY OF THE NAVY

WASHTNGTON

Augast 19, 1942

42626

(8C)P1H-1/KK
(037100a,/GRC

SEHET

—————

My dear Mr. President:

T have just had made for me a careful study of the dis-
tribution of the Marine forces of the Mavy Department end attach hereto
this report for your possible parusal.

Apdmirsl King hes studied this report and is of the opinion
that tne general distribution of manpower in the Marine Corps 1s in accord
with the prospective employment of the corps. This report indicates that
over seventy per cent of the Corps will be assigned to combatant amphibious
and supporting units, both ground and air, by the end of thls year. At
the same time, approximately one-half of the Corps will be on foreign
duty. Admiral King believes &nd I conmcur in the conviction that it is
necessary for the Marine Corps to continue without interruption organizing
additional ground and air units for offensive operation.

Therefore, I desire to recormend that the authorized
strengtn of the Marine Corps on June %0, 194% be set at 21,661 officers
and warrant officers and 225,000 enlisted men.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ Frank Knox

-pgevelt Library
DEGLAGLIED
00D DIR. s200.9 (8/27/58)

Date- i'/ff/.ﬁ"f
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September 1, 1942
Sone

MEMORANDUM FOR AIMIRAL LEMMY: _ 429

In the light of our discussion the olher day, I would

1ike to refer this to the Chiefs of Staff for thelr
comnendation,

o AYI7H

In advising me regarding this and similar matters, I
wish that recomnendations be made in the light of military

s, rather than from the point of view of

production possibilities. Omce the Chiefs of Staoff detcrmine
what is required successfully to prosecute the war, then
Up. Nelson can appropriately reach hls conclusions as to
production.

A¥735

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Re: distribution of the Marine Corps forces of the Navy
Dept. and listing assignment of various units.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Septamber 1, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR MISS TULLY:

This was attached to the other
document and has nothing to do with
it so far as I can see.

Hi LCH'D



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 26, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HARRY HOPKINS ,,_;Hl-'?

Will you be good enough to
take this up with me the next tiume
we meet with the Chiefs of Stuff?

F.U.R.

Secret memo from Knox, Aug. 19th

re strength of Marine Corps and sugges-
tions. Also file from downstairs on
Marine Corps strength, etec.
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HE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 11, 1942,

mummnrmnug
Xl

a “h#:hth;nrxmlmlh
gard strength o Mﬂiﬂﬂ‘gl s

approved as %o ph two aut

a total stre umm.lmum
16,248 Officers and Warrant Officers and
22,000 Enlisted Nen,

The ¢ s in paragraph one for
dates su to June 30, 1043 are
not appro as those dates are too far
ahead for present action,

F.D.R.

™

Confidential memorandum from the Chief of S5tuff,
Russell Willeon, Mevy Dept., 5/1/47, at bottom
of which 1= memorendum from the Vice Chief of Wavel

7

Orerationa, 4/5/42 to the Secretery of the Nawy,

pecommendine aporoval of reauest in re Strength of

Murine Corps as entlinea in »nragraph ? of be=ic

letter, & cQ’f‘-’JEf' which haas been retainesa for our
- AT
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTOMN

8 May 1942

Additional strength of the Marine Corps
over and above the strength suthorized by you in
response to my memorandum of February 10, 1942 is
requested in order thet the Commandant of the
Merine Corps may carry out the directives glven
him by the Commander-in-Chief, U. 8. Fleet.

Such request ie attached.

Regpectfully,

Yo Toruated
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- D
P UNITED STATES FLEET
¥ Headguarters of the Commander in Chief fl8
Navy Denartment, Wasnington, D.C.
FF1/A3
Servial: 0737 May 1 1942
T MFMORANDUM___
lat endor=ement on Comit.
ISMC 1ltr AO-2f3-hem (0xC11942)
of April 30, 1942
From: Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.
Tot Vice Chief of Naval Onerstions.
Subjects atrength of Marine Corps.
1. Forwarded.
2 The Commancer in Chief, United States Fleet, aporoves

the provosal in paragraph 7 of basic letter. It is accordingly request-
ed that the necessary effectuating =teps be teken.

(Signed) RISSELL WTLLSON

RUSSELL WILLSON,
Chief of Staff.

- E e O S . EE o e e e e O e e R e e W o A s o = = = = -

Op-12F-fhg MEMORANDITM
®14-1/KK
Doc. 49671 GONFTDERTIAL May 5, 1942
Ser. 035612
From: Vice Chief of Navel Operationa.
to 1t Secretary of the Navy.
1, The Vice Chief of Neval Operations recormends arproval

of the request as outlined in paragraph 3 of basic letter,

(Signed) ¥, J. HORNE

——— e ——

F. J. HOHNE
NAVY DEPARTMENT,
Approved 8 May 1942 Frongli Tcesevelt Library
"Forrestal" B;GLHL.;-“ED |
Secretary of the Navy nnn BIH- 6900.5 (9/27/58) ;

Date- H./;.«/ 7

ssetare- (Tl 7] dseon
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(oxC11942) HEADOUARTTRS 1", 2, MARTNE CORPS
WASHTHNGTON
LONFFHINTTRL Anr 30 1942
From: The Commandant, U.2, Merine Corps.
Tot The Commander in Chief, U, 8, Fleet.
fubiect: Strength of Marine Corps.
References: (a) Cominch Serial 00375, dated 29 Aoril 1942.

{b) SecNav Memo for President, KK/P16-1 (411212),
dated February 10, 19.2.

p I Reference (b) authorized an enlisted strength of
the Marine Coros as follows:
30 June 1942 170,000
0 June 1943 160,000
71 December 1943 140,000
30 June 1944 200,000
2 The employment of Marine Corns units contemnlated

in reference (&) will require the followine total officer and
enlisted personnel:

Date Officers and Enlisted
Warrant Officers
70 June 1942 74475 135,000
31 December 19.2 1?,':60 l”",{ﬂ[}
30 June 1943 16,248 220,000
3. It is therefore requested that the approvel of

the Secretary and the Preaident be obtained for the procurement
as required of the personnel and material necessary to nmeet
this program.

(8igned) T. HOLCOMB
T. HOLCOMH
= Eranklin-D. Rogseval t Library
DECLASSIFIED
nﬂﬂ [“H- 6200.8 (9/27/68)

.L....___.....-........ ___________



KK/P16-1( .11212)

/na/‘ﬁ/ February 10, 1*3&2#;. ,;,L]

FO s L (’"‘“

On December 16, llﬂ,J ou authorized a strength of
104,000 enlieted for the Marine Corps and equipment for
150,000. Since war was declared 41,274 men of the very
finest type have been enlisted, giving a total s th of
98,074 on February 9, 1942, and large numbers of appliocants
are still flowing into the Marine Corps recrulting stations.

Unlese the strength of the Marine Corpe is in-
ereased, 1% will be necessary to stop recrulting entirely
within a few days.

The Commandant of the Marine Corps has recommended
200,000 enlisted s th by June 30, 1943. The Commander in :
Chief, United States Fleet has recommended a strength of
180,000 by December 31, 1943; the Chief of Naval Operations g.-ﬁ, :
recommends a strength of 200,000 by June 30, 1943. £

AfSer a study of the above recommendations and
our prospective needs for amphibious operations, I recommend
that the followlng program be approved:

(o
130,000 - by June 30, 1942 O
F

%E'% « "J g:‘-ﬁ' 31, 1943 -'“"')v*
- r —
200,000 - by June 30, 1944 /:-/“/7"

Note - The above figures ineclude 6,000 Limited Service
Reserves previously authorized.

\ We are faecing a situation where amphiblous opera-
tions of all types are nig to be of inecreasing lmportance
and, as you know, owr aviation program ls being tremendously
expanded, I feel, therefore, that we will need the above
numbers of Marines as a minimum and strongly recomm ap-
proval of thie progrea.

The present legal limit of 104,000 regular Marines
will be suffiolent to take oare of the prtgzud expansion %o
160,000, the difference to be made up by use of reserves,
so that no new legislation will be required for at least a

year.

James Forrestal

4
X /8- 3
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// THE WHITE HOUSE W | ?)-V'

WASHINGTON

October 26, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

There are forwarded herewith for

your approval recommendations of the Board

-

of Awards for recognition of the services

of certain officers and men.
It will be noted that the Secretary
of the Navy has approved these cases.

Very respectfully,

’Q';E" 2 X /&
C«Wu,a—v-“Q

X357 o s

(s) John L. McCrea x*ﬂhﬂ”ﬁ



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 26, 1942,

MEMORANIUM FOR THE FRESIDENT

There are forwsrded herewlth for
your spproval recommendations of the Boerd
of Awarde for recopnition of the services
of certain officers end men,

It will be noted that the Secretory

of the Havy hns approved these ceses,
Very respectfully,

JOHN L. HeCEEA

Secnsv,

Approved

Franklin D, Roosevelt
CinC

10/27/42

cony:fep



Cominch File UNITED STATES FLEET
FF1/P15 HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF

Serial: NAVY DEPARTHWENT, WASHINGTOH, D.C.
02593
SeeET L 0CT 22 1742
FIFTH ENDORSEMENT to
CO USS BLAKELEY ltr
DD150/F15 (030) of June 19, 62391
1942,
From: Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,
To : The Secretary of the Nnvy,
Subject: U.8.S. BLLEELEY = raport on conduct of subordinstes

during enemy sction, .

i Forweried for consideration,

R. S. EDWLRDS,
Chief of Steff,

Fre .aevelt Library
n;bi.f‘l'wull'it“
DOU DIR. s200.0 (2/27/58)

Date- 2 //2/5°7

S ONE &/ T 3

copy:feg
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QBL(B82)
ST ITEETIRT
FOURTH ENDORSEVENT 0CT 20 1942

to CO USS BLAKELEY ltr, DD150/P15
(030) of June 19, 194z,

From:

To 1

Vie 1

Subject:
1,

Awards,

2.

The Chief of Haval Per=zonnel,
The Secretery of the Navy,
Commandesr in Chief, U.5, Fleet,

U,5.8. BLAKELEY - report on conduct of subordinstes during
eneny action,

Forwerded, coneurring in the recommendetion of the Board of

This correspondence conteins 2 recommendation for the Legion

of Yerit which is a mantter of interest to the President,

NAVY DEPARTMENT
Anprove i .DET 2.? }?4?_ 1. E D Pald 1
& The Assistanl Chief of Naval Personnel
Frank Knox

Copy to:
Cominch

Fronklin T'. focgevelt Library
DoCLEc.iFIED

D“n mﬂ. 5200.9 {Bjﬁ?fﬁﬂ}
pate- 2//2/5F

Bignatares ¢ f#(@

Enlisted Fers.
Bd of Awards

Secy Files

copyifeg



1ir 7. Noceevelt Library

0-CLAGSIFIED

LOD DIR. s200.. (8/27/88) 10 01430 ALDRESS REFLY TO
y THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
2/8 AND REFER TO INITIALS
i 'E'L/ 12/ NAVY DEPARTMENT AND 1O,
Signatares 2g/7 ﬂ“ﬂ . Jusuvozon . g
L o
THIRD Endorsenent
to CO USS BLAKELEY 1tr,DD150/P15 OCT 12 1942

(030) of June 19 1942,

From: The Senior lember of the lNovy Department Permenent Board of Awards,
Ta |2 The Secretary of the Nevy.

Via : (1) The Chief of Navel Persomnnel,
(2) Commender in Chief, U,S, Fleet

Subject: U,.S.S, BLAK = report on conduct of subordinetes during enemy ection.

ol
Reference:(a) C,0, USS BLAKELEY letter DD150/F15 (030) dated June 19, 1942,
(t) Comér. Caribbaan Sea Frontier 1lst end., on reference (HS.

L Conaidered st the meeting of the DBoerd of Awards held October 7 1942,

2, Recommendation: The Boerd carefully considered the report of the
Commanding Officer of the U.S.S5. BLAKELEY and the forwarding endorsement of
the Commander Caribbesn See Frontier =nd makes the followine recommendetions:

{(a) Thet the Commnnding Officer of the U.5.8. BLAKELEY, Lisut, Comdr,
Mitehell D, Matthews, U,S,N,, be awarded the Legion of Merit of appropriate
depgree, o

(b) Thet the following officer and enlisted men be awarced the Legion of
lerit, fourth depree; x357- 5

Lieut. Comdr. Roger V. Mulleny, U.S5.N.R,
BREWSTER, Hubert Allen, CWT (AA) USN x
VICTOR, Anthony Faul, WTle USHR

SAVAGE, Leo Kertin, WTle USH

(e) Thet the following enlisted men be swarded the lavy snd llarine Corps
Hedsl:

ROBERTI, Joseph CQM(PA) USKR

>
(d) The Boerd further recommends that all enlisted men mentioned in refer-
rnce (a) who have not been awerded & decorastion be addressed Letters of Commenda-
tion by the Commanding Officer,

Copy to: Cominch THOS C. ¥
Enlisted Pers, ; ._.ET_-
=

Bd of iwards - Secy Files,
conyifep
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UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF

-

NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTO:, D.C.

COMINCH FILE
FF1/F15/016-3
Serisl: 02239 53885

SEITTTTR,

SECOHD ENDORSELENT to
CO USS BLAKELEY 1ltr,

DD150/F15 (030) of
June 19, 194Z,

SEP 24 1942

From: Commander in Chief, United Ststes Fleet,
To : Secretery of the Nevy (Boerd of /wards),
SUBJECT: U.8.5. BLAKELEY - Report on Conduet of Subordinntes

durins Enemy Action,

1a Forwerded for consideration,

R. 5. EDWARDS,
Chief of Staff,

Fronkli ., Noceevalt Library
DECLACLiFIED

DoD DIR. s200.0 (9/27/68)
Date- 2//2/87
sgmtwe- (%eo( 7] ooy

cory:feg
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HEADQUARTERS
TENTE NAVAL DISTRICT
SAl JUAN, PUERTO RICO
ND10/F16/A16=3
Serisl CCSF 092 21 June 1942

BIRST EiDORSEVENT to:
0, USS BLAKELEY 1ltr.,

DD150/P15/(032) of 29802
19 June, 1942,
l. w -
|
From: Commander, Caribbesn Sea Frontier,
To. 1 Commender=-in=Chief, United States
Fleet,
Subject: Report on Conduct of Subordinstes
during Enemy Action,
Enclosure: {4) Officiel photogreph of U.S5.S.
BLAKELEY .
1, Forwerded spproved,
2, In the opinion of the Commander,

Caribbean Sea Frontier the Commanding Officer of the
U.8.5, BL/KNLEY is deserving of praise for the way in
which he hendled his vessel snd crew nt the time of the
atteck snd since thet time, Although the BLAKELEY was
suddenly and very seriously damared, excellent judgement
and initistive was shown in bringing her into port and
effecting temporary rerpairs,

J. H. HOOVER.

Frankl Rocgevelt Library
B:-EL!".L.‘..J'IED
[mﬂ BIR- 5200.9 (9/27/58)

Date- 2/ 2/SF
MRS st 7 dffdeer

se: CO, USS BLAKELEY

copyifepg



PEh 555

CARIBEEAFRONT

]]IJlSD.E'Plﬁ EDED} U.5.5. BLAKELEY June 19, 1942,

Subject: USS BLAKELEY = Report on conduet of subordinates
during enemy Action,

- e O o Em o am Em E E o R o R R o B S e w S e M o

SUTTON, Wayne George 622-23-33, Sea2e, V-6, USHR,
TANCREDI, Michmel Anthony K 403-03-57, Seale, 0-1, USHH,
HOLMEE, Charles, 274=39=T8, Mattle, UsH,
HEEVES, Oscar 287-37-55, Mattle, usH,
B. The following entry has been mnde in the service

records of s#11 men not listed above:

" Commended by Captain for meritorious performance
of duty during enemy metion on 25 May, 1942",

yelt Library

£~ = =
Frankl:

D:GLA..iFIED
DOD DiR. s200.9 (9/27/58)

Date- gl_/f:i_/é"?

st @00 7. o decer

COPY:FEG =10=



U.S.S. BLAKELEY (150)

opmso/rF15s (030) Care Postmaster
New Iork, H.Y.

e e June 19, 1942

From: Commanding Officer,

To: Comnander-in-Chisf, U.3. Fleet

Via: Commander Caribbean Sea Frontier.

Subject: U.5.5, BLAKELEY - Report on Conduect of Subordinates
during Enemy Action.

References: (a) Art. T12(1) U.S.Navy Regulations.
(b) BLAKELEY Conf. Ltr. DD150/111-1(028) of
June hj 1?&21

Enclosure: (A) Report of Executive Officer, U.S.S5. BLAKELEY
dated June 19, 1942,

1. Enclosure (A) is lorwarded herewith,.

2. The particulars of the torpedoing of BLAKELEY on
May 25, 1942, wore furnished in reference (b). The following
is a report on the conduct of BLAKELEY personnel.

3 The conduct of the officers and crew of BLAKELEY
immediately following the explosion was exemplary and in keep-
ing with the high traditions of the Naval Service, This was
particularly remarkable in view of the fact that sixty-six
percent (66%) of the personnel were Naval Reservists of whom
eighty percent (80%) had less than two years of active duty
to their credit and the remainig twenty percent (20%) had less
than five months active duty. There was no disorder at
any time. There was a complete disregard for individual
safety during the preparations to defend the ship from further
attack, to re-establish mancuvering control, and during the
passaze from the scene of the attack to Fort-de-France,

L. The tremendous personal inconveniences such as¥
complete loss of living quarters, toilet articles, money, 7
clothing (the only clothes remaining for hall the crew were~
the oil-soaked ones on their backs), and the temporary shu
down of the galley as well as the necessity to eat in ralaquﬁ
could not be overcome even by the gemerous, friendly and o
sympathetic hospitality of the personnel of BEARN. Despite”
the hardships the morale remained high and was characterized
by the spirit of the Golden fule. Not only were the more
fortunate ones (those quartered in the after living compar
ments) unselfish in their division of clothing, but also th
French sailors personally contributed some of their alreadyf

DOD DIR. 5200.5 (s/27/58)
Date- %73/ 57

DECLASSIFIED

=1-
COPY - FEG

Sigatare. (26l 7. sffecer.
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DDI50/7P15 (030) U.5.5. BLAKELEY June 19, 1942,
Subject: U.S5.5. BLAKELEY - Report on Conduct of Subordinates during

Enemy Action.

meager supply of clothing. The crews of both ships fraternized
in a most satisfactory manner., The Commanding Officer is deeply
grateful to Captain Le Tesson, his staff and crew members of
BEARN for all that they did to lessen the hardships of our stay
in Fort-de-Irance.

Ge The departure from alongside BEARN was undertaken
in as military a manner as conditions permitted. Passing honors
were rendered by both ships. The spirit of all hands was very
high and commendable as the crippled BLAKELEY stood out of Fort-
de-France towards Castries., The personnel were at battle
stations ready to give or take, There was no excitement when
DAVIS reported "submarine in area" and opened fire with her main
battery. ;

6. Although the entire ship's company conducted them-
selves in a commendable manner the Commanding Officer considers
that certain ones are worthy of special mention as follows:

(A) Lieutenant .Commander Roger V. Mullany, U.S.N.R.
Executive Officer,

Lisutenant Commander lMullany dis _layed exceptionally
meritorious conduct during and after the cmergency. His courage,
initiative, leadership, rapid thicking and resolute actim with
total disregard of personal safety were largely responsible for
keeping the ship under control and maintaining her fighting
ability at the time of* Lhe emercency. His untiring efforts,
unfaltering devotion to duty, sound judgment and leadership
under very trying conditions resulted in expediting the readiness
of BLAKELEY for sea at Fort-de-France. His performance of duty
was above and beyond the ecall of duty and in keeping with the
highest traditions of the Naval Service.

(B) Lieutenant Ivan lionk, U,S.N.R., Enginecer Officer,

Lieutenant Monk displayed heroic conduect, leader-
ship and levotion to duty with tatal disregard of personal
safety during and after the emerpgency, Lieutenant lonk made an
inspection of all engineering spaces immediately after the ex-
plosion, quickly analyzed the situation, made the proper
decisgions and personally directed the enginsering personnel in
the performance of their duties. His excellent leadership,
example, untiring efforts, constant vigilance and flow of
information to the Commanding Officer, and previous indoctrin-
ation of engineering personnel were responsible for the absence.

-2= CUFY - FEG
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DIJ].,‘:GE;!IE 5030 U.8,5, BLAKELEY June 19, 1942,

Subject: U,88 BLAKCLEY - Heport on Conduct of Subordinstes
during Enemy Action,

of panie, the excellent morsle which hes existed in the enpineer-

ing force throughout, =nd thus contrituted mrterially in meking

it possible for BLAKTLEY to résch port under her own power, His

performance of duty, was sbove snd beyond the call of éuty =n in

keeping with the highest traditiones of the HNaval Service,

(C) Lieutenant Julius W, Owens, U,S,N,R,, First Lieutensnt,

Limutenant Owens received multiple lecerations of the
head, back, face, and right leg, He rlso suffered shock ns a
result of the explosion, He wes working in his stateroom (A-208)
when the forward bulkhead was completely blown eway end the door
to the Wardroom passarewey was blecked, He reachec the well deck
by climbing forward znd upward through the debris end opéning to
the main deck csused by the explosion. /,lthourh not recovered
from the shock, Lieutensnt Cwens assisted in securing the forward
fireroom from the topside, In Fort-de-France he reluctszntly
cbeyed the Commanding Offlcer's orders to po ashore to the
hospital for treatment. Lieutenant Owens' devotion to duty in
fece of grest atress is in keepinpg with the traditions of the
Naval Service,

(D) The coolness end ettention to duty of the following
officers set a fine example to others and wes in keeping with
the best traditions of the Naval Sarvice:

L

Lieutenant J, J, McLendon, Jr,, U,E.H.K., Mnnery

Officer.

Lieutenant D, L, Rusgell, Jr,, U,8,N.R,, "Torpedo
Officer,

Lieutensnt W, G. Hell, U.S.N.R.,, Communication
Officer,

(E) WADE, Hmrold Eugene, #620-15-96, SeaZc, V-6, USIR,

WADE wes on wetch in the crow's nest st the time of
the atteck. He was struck cn the left shoulder end injured by
the fore-top-mnst &8s it carried eway, WADE descenued to the
flying bridge by meana of the starboard forsstrny mnd proceeded
to the galley deck house where he Jolned a gun's crew and
reneined there until teken in cherpe by the Chief Pharmacist's
lete, as WADE wes found to hawe a broken collar bone, After
hiz aym wag put in a sling, WADE turned to snd despite his
physical discomfort assisted in various ways and far beyond the
eall of duty, lils devotion to duty, cournge and fine example

wae inspiring to other men,

conyifep o
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DDlﬁD%lS Enac-} U.5.5. BLAKELEY June 19, 1242
Subject: U8s BLAKELEY - Hepert on conduct of subordinstes

during Enemy Action,
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(F) SAVAGE, Leo Martin, 311-03-48, W,T.lc, U.S.N,

SAVAGE was in churge of the forwsrd fireroom (which
wes steaming) when the torredo struck., Although the fireroom
wae deluped with oil end water through the blowera, SAVAGE and
his men remrined st their stetions until the fireroom was later
secured in eccordunce with the order "premare to sbandon ship",
Immediestely after the explosion he secured the boiler fires and
personally examined the forward bulkhead e2nd bilges for dzmape,
Upon finding the fireroom still interct he shifted fuel oil
suction to the after tanks, relighted fires under the boilers
and signalled "all right" to the engine room, His ealm and
intellirent orders to hizs men who were essisting him end his
lendership and complete disregard for personal safety contri-
buted larpely to the absence of panic and to the excellent
morele thet existed throughout the engineering force during the
entire emerpency.

(G) HATHAWAY, John Mareld, 371-70-89, CPhM(AAL), U.S.N,

The explosion of the Lorjedo resulted in the complete
loss of the dispensery znu damage to the battle dressing stetion
and thg first aid bags about the ship, HATHAWAY obtained his
supplies by selvaging same from the soiled first aid beps and
the battle dres=zing locker., He then visited each General Quar-
ters stntion where he rendered such first sid as he could under
the circumstances, During his visit to the stotions he discover-
ed s number of injured who required immedirte ettention but who
would not voluntarily leeve their stations for trestment despite
their injuries, After his visit to the stations HATHAWAY quickly
improvised r dressing stetion in the vieinity of the Torpedo
YWorkshop where he attended the more seriously wounded,

HATH/WAY quickly and correctly disgnosed the type and
extent of injury in esch case and immedistely instituted the
proper trectment, liis trestment of the injured was commented
upon most favornbly by the French surgeons who had occasion to
re-examine the wounds of some of the patients,

For days after the sttnck HATHAWAY worked firelessly

with meager supplies rnc crude fecilities administerine to the
madicel needs of the personnel without thought of self,

copy:feg ==
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DD150/F15 (030) U.5.8, BLAKELEY June 19, 1942,
Subject: USS BLAKELYY - Report on conduct of subordinates

during Enemy Action,
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The Commending Officer im of the opinion thet through
the energy, nbility, initiative, leadership and good judgment
of HATHAWAY 211 injured men were discovered snd trested prompt-
ly =nd properly so thnt no infections developed =nd the loss
of men-dnys due to injuries wes remarkably small,

(H) BREWSTER, Hubert Allen, 355-77-22, CWT(AA), U.S.N.
(In genersl charge of firerooms),

BREWSTER wes in the efter fireroom when the torpedo
struck, He immediately secured the steaming firercom from top-
side &t the order "prepare to sbandon ship", During the subse-
guent liphting off enu petting underway operstions his coolness
and outstanding leadership were largely responsible for the
confidence and calmness with which his men manned their ststlions
in pleces of extreme personsl denger, While securing the steam-
ing fireroom BEEWSTER extingmished with s blanket a small Tire
in the palley which wrs caused by fuel oil dropping on the hot
ranpe. By this timely action BREWSTER most probably prevented
a dissstrous fire-se the ship wes drenched with fuel oil,
BREWSTFR's courrre, unfaltering devotion to duty and fine example
wes inspiring to other men end fer beyond the call of duty,

(1) 120771, Howard Joseph, 402-92-34, F.le, 0-1, USHR,

(Fssistent CL1 Minms)s

MARTIN was in the after living compartment et the
time of the attsck, After the explosion he noted the list to
starboard snd shared the feeling of others that the ship was
poing on over, He immedistely sought nermission of the Engineer
Officer to sluice oil in the efter tanks, Permission was
granted snd MARTIN carried out the sluicing with such dispatech
thet the 1ist was quickly removed from the ship, This act was
lergely responsible for the return of confidence to all hands
thet the ship wes still seaworthy, MARTIN's initietive, cool
sssurnnce and unfsltering devotion te duty were noteworthy.

(J) VICTOR, Anthony Faul, 243-33-49, W,T.le, 0-1, USHR. -

VICTOR was in the after firerocom at the time of the
atteck, His peneral Quarters stetion was in this fireroom,

copyifeg .
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DDlﬁOErlﬁ 5030} U.5.S8, BLAKELEY June 19, 1942

Subject: USS BLAKELEY = Renort on conduct of subordinates
during Enemy Aetion,
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During the events following the explosion VICTOR wes consplcuous
by the coolness end complete disrepard for personsl selety with
which he performed tasks outside his normal duties. Although
the fireroom spoces hnd been secured end snbendoned in sccordance
with the order "prepare to ebandon ship", VICTOR sccompanied the
Engineer Officer on an inspection tour of the firerooms, one of
which was filled with esceping steam, Following this inspec-
tion &and in accordence with orders from the Engineer Officer,
VICTOR, unassisted, began lirhting off the forwerd fireroom st
& time when he believed that all hands were sbandening ship and
that the ship wes in a sinkinp condition, He leter lighted off
the after fireroom and was in cherpe of the fireroom steaming
wateh that brought the ship into port. His coolnesz snd courapge
under the ciroumstences was noteworthy.

(K) GLITTENBERG, Helmer Olaf, 403-66-20, Q¥3c, 0-1, USHR,

GLITTENBENRG had just been relieved from the watch on
the sound pear and wes still on the bridge st the time of the
ettack, By voluntarily menning the Bridee battle cirenit tele-
phones in the plece of the regulsr telker who had been injured
by the explosion, GLITTENBERG showed excellent initiative,

His stecdiness, cool thinking and calming worda over the eircuit
were instrumental in spresding confidence to the other telephone
talkers and in the rapid restoration of normel communicetions,
GLITTENEERG's calmness, initistive, and presence of mind are
noteworthy and in keerinr with the high trsditions of the Nawvel
Service,

(L) TARDY, Leo Henry, 103=52-40, CRM(PA), F4D, USFR,

TARDY is the senior redioman and was on wetch in
the radie room when the pttack ocecurred, The main trensmitter
was damaged, and the main entenna carried swny by the explosion,
TARDY's cool thinking end initiative iIn ctiempting to repalr
the mzin transmitter, in directing the starting of the emergency
generator and in rigeing an emergency sntenns are praiseworthy.
The rapid recovery of the redio perscnnel from the shock of the
explosion and the efforts to overcome dsmage to radlo eguipment
are indicative of TARDY's leadership, lis courepge and unfalter-
ing devotion to duty were far beyond the esll of duty,
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DﬁlSDEPlE EGEGJ U.5.8., BLAKELEY Juns 19, 1942,
Subject: USS BLAKELEY = Report on conduet of subordinntes
during Enemy Action,

(M) LEMILY, John Thomss, 402-88-69, SW2e, O-1, USHR,

LEMILY wes on wateh on the port side of the bridpe
at the time of the stteck, Without regard to his own personal
safety LEMILY helped MILLER rescue one of his shipmates (ALLEN)
who was seriouszly injured snd slowly slidinr over the side due
to the fuel oil on the deck mnd the list of the ship. By using
his initiative in sendins Tor r stretcher and cering for his
injured shipmate until he wes removed from the bridge, LEMILY,
with the help of MILLER, wea undoubtedly responsible for saving
the life of ALLEN., After the above net, LEMILY, though suffer-
ing from eye irritation cue to fuel oil, carried on visual
comminication with tha French ships while entering port, Two
days later, still suffering from eye irriteation, he manned =
signel searchlirht for nearly 5 hours wHile the ship wes
enroute to Port Castrie=z, LEMILY's endursnce =nd devotion to
duty wes noteworthy,

(M) ROBERTY, Joseph, 206-40-28, CQM(PA), 0-1, USIR,

HOBEATI wes on watch on the bridge, Thoush pain-
fully wounded in the leg when he wss blown from the bridge to
the well deck, ROBENTI assisted in rig-ing an emerpgency antenna
and supervised the restoration of the bridre to normal operntion,
Hiz lesndership, courepe, =nd unfaltering devotion to duty were
of the highest order =nd far beyond the call of duty,

(D) WATSON, Demne, 330=-56-81, CMM(AA), U.S.N,

WATSOH, who was in the efter fireroom at the time
of the attack immedistely proceeded to his General Querters
stetion in the forward enrine room =nd there directed the
operctions in both enginerooms, Fis lesdership, celmness,
correct decisions, and deteiled execution of genersl orders
given by the Engineer Officer resulted in a complete lack of
confusion in the engine rooms and contributed mnterinlly to
the excellent mornle that existed throughout the engineering
force during the emerpency, He wes in charge of the watch
which brousht the ship inte port, WATSON's fine exemple,
gcournge and unfaltering devotion to duty were noteworthy.

gopy:feg ==
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Subject: USS BLAKELEY.=- Report on conduet of subordinntes
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(P) MILLER, Joseph Ernest, 402-00-64, T.M,%e, 0-1, USNR,

KILLEK was on the sturbosrd wing of the bridge when
the atteck occurred. Immediately after the explosion, MILLER
saw thet ons of his shipmetes (ALLEN) who wea injured and unable
to move, wes slowly slidine over the side due to the fuel oil
on the deck snd the list of the ship, Without repard to his own
personal safety MILLER essisted LEMILY in removing the injured
man from his danpgerous position, MILLER then brought a stretch-
er and helped move the injured man teo the whaleboat, Through
the prompt action of both MILLER end LEWILY, ALLEN's 1ife was
undoubtedly saved.

(Q) FAGAN, Charles Williem, 403-02-33, SM3e, 0-1, USHR,

FAGAR miraculously escaped desth as he was relexing
under the breech of #1 pun, Although he was injured when he
wes blown violently spgeinst the bridre structure by the explo-
gion, he manned his atation on the bridre and sided in ripring
the emerpency rntenna. He then voluntarily manned the ,30
Cal, machine pun on the flying bridpe whare he remained yntil
directed to lesve this stetion for medical =id, His coursge,
devotion to duty, end fine example wns lnsniring to othar men
and far beyond the call of duty,

(R) LARKIN, John Robert, 403-53-58, Seelc, 0-1, USKR,

LARKIN was in the after part of the ship at the
time of the explosion, He velunterily menned Secondsry Conn
and directed the shifting of control to this station when the
word was passed to "shift control aft", His coolness,
courage and devotion to duty were noteworthy.

(S) PSOTTO, John Carl, 403-02-85, Seale, 0-1, USIR,

FSOTTO was on lookout watch on the galley deck
house when an unknown objeet struck him on the head and caused
extensive lacerstions, Deapite injuries end with disrererd to
his own personal safety, PSOTTO manned his battle station,
which was trniner at Gun #2, end remained there until he
beceme semi=-conscious, Hie devotion to duty in face of physi-
cal pein wes inspirine to other men,

copyifep =4-
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(T) ALIEY, Forl Tyson, 268-07-25, SKle, U.S.N,

ALLEN was on watch es bridge talker when the explo-
sion occurred, snd his courage and atiention to duty despite
being seriously injured wes & splendid displey of naval
discipline,

(U) The follewing men showed initiative and intelli-
gence in their performnnce of duty under adverse circumstances,
Their untiring efforte followin- the torpedo explosion contri-
buted prestly either to the successful operstion of getting
the ship into rort or to the subsequent preparstions of meking
the ship reedy for sea:

FRITCHARD, Carlos Edgar 258-08-53, MMle, HSN,
GEORGE, Edwerd 278-89-40, Bilc, FAC, USFR,
SEDERHOLT, Charles Tialter 403-66-21, F.l¢ 0-1, USIR,
SALEN, Barl Almsn 299-20-52, CCStd(Fr), USH,
WINNIE, Joseph Stonislaus  402-74-30, F.le, 041, USIR,
O'BRIEN, Robert James 403-53-72, F,1lc, 0-1, USHR,
EAPAUN, Frederick Arthur 316-53-18, MM2e, USH,

DENLEL, James Robert Feter 403-52-62, F.2e, 0-1, USIR,
WORTLEY, William Leonard  700-08-05, F,3e, 0-1, USIR,

YOUNG, Isamc Giffen 261-26-36, CEM(PA) UsH,
KAUTZ, Robert John jr 403-52-56, EM3e, O-1, USHR,
KECKLER, Rolend Wilbur 253-22-36, EM2c, USN,
BERLINEH, . Alexander 403-03-54, F,le, 0-1, USHR,
WOODE, Dale 612-03-56, F,3¢, V-6, USHR,
FETTY, Jemes Lawrence 403-53-70, F,lec, 0-1, USHE,
GEHRUANN, Charles Phillip jr 253-22-13 FCle(M),  USK,
KIRBY, Richard Mamnl 287-18-50, T3c, usH,
GERMAINE, Frencis Fredrick 402-59-60, SC3¢, 0-1, USHH,
AQUATEHO, Joseph 403=-56-T77, Sesle, 0-1, USNR,
VERELGGI, Henry Anthony 223-44-20, ¥Mle, UEN,
BRAWNER, Joe 270-00-8, MMle, FAC, USFR,
DRONEN, George 228-39-23, MM2c, USN,
DOLL, James Henry 290-73=34, MM2c, FAC, USFR,
i o The following men were performing thelp regularly

assirned duties at the time of the attsck and were lost in
tha subsecuent exnlosion, lone of the bolies have been
recovered:

BARON, William Eraft 403-66-98, Sealc, 0-1, USIR,
BARDITRI, Stephen 402-91=79, Sesle, 0-1, USHR,
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U.5.5. BLAKELEY (150)

Care Postmaster, New lork, N.Y.

geETa June 19, 1952,

From: Lieutenant “ommander R. V. MULLANY, USNR
Executive Officer

Tos Commanding Officer.

Subject: Aeport after Enemy Action of May 25, 1942.

Reference: (a) Art. 948 U,5, Navy Regulations, 1320.
(b) BLAKELEY Conf. Ltr. DD150/111-1(028) of
June 4, 1942,
(e¢) DLAKELEY Conf. ltr. DD150/F15 (030) of
Ju.m 19, 1F-II-I-EO

1 The details of the enemy action which tock place
at 1000 on May 25, 1942 are thoroughly covered in reference (b),

2s The conduct of subordinates has been reported in
reference (c).

34 The Executive Officer collaborated with the
Commanding Officer in the preparation of references (b) and
(c), with the exception of that part of reference (c) which

pertains to himself, The Executlive Officer does not desire
to amplify or modify either reference (b) or (c).

/s/ R. V. MULLANY

Fronklir T, Docsevelt Library
PEGLECEIFIED

U Uil s200.9 (8/27/58)
Date- .#-/; :J_/é‘ b 4

signature- (2220 ?/—é&aﬂ
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 28, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

There ars forwarded herewith for
your approval recommendatioms of the Board of
Awards for recognition of the services of cer-
tain officers and men.

It will be noted that the Secretary

of the Navy has approved these cases.

Very respectfully,

JOHN L. MeCREA

Secnav.

Approved

Franklin D, Roosevelt
CinC

10/27/42



QB 4-M5D

BENFIRENTI]
Subjeot: Awards to officer personnel of Task ‘orce TWENTY-FOUR.
3. The original of the reference has been forwarded to the

Secretary of the Navy with other correspondence,
THOS. C. HART

ronk 13 PR evalt Libra:z
DECLASSIFIED

DOD DIR. sz00.5 (s/27/58)
Date- 2//2/377

sigatres (Z2¢ 451&4-

Copy to:
Seclav (2)

Bd Awards (2)
Cominch
BuPers



From:
To:

Via:

Sub jeot:

Relearence:

Enclosure:

|

NAVY DEFARTMENT
WASHINGTON
QB 4-MSD

Ootober 12, 1042
The Senior Member of the Navy Department Permanent Board
of Awards.
The Secretary of the Navy,
(1) The Chief of Naval Personnel.
(2) Commander in Chief, U,S5, Fleet,
Awards to officer personnel of Task Force TWENTY-FOUR.

(a) Enclosure A to Comtask Force 24
Alﬁ-ﬁbeFﬂi Serial 00185 of June 6, 1942.

(A) Copy of reference (a).

In the reference Commander Task Force TWENTY-FOUR makes

certain recommendations for awards to officers of that force.

2.

At its meeting of Ootober 7, 1942, the Board carefully

considered these recommendations and recommends as follows:

(a)

(v)

(e)

That Captain Robert B. Carpeyv, U.5. Navy be award-
ed the Distinpuished Service Medal, ™ :

That the below nemed officers be awarded the Legion
of Merit of the Third Degree:

Captain Marion ¥, Cohen, U.S, Navy.
Captain John B, Heffernan, U,S3, Navy,
Commander George W. Johnson, U.S. Nawvy.

4 J Commander Ralph W, Hungerford, U.S, Navy.

Commander Edmund T, Wooldridge, U.S. Navy.
Commander Paul R, Heineman, U.S., Navy.

Commander Albert C. Murdaugh, U.S5, Vavy
ieut,Commander William L. Erdmann, U.5. Navy.

That the below named officers be addressed a special letter

of commendation by the Secretary of the Nawvy:

(d)

Captain Frederick W, Pennoyer, Jr., U.S. Navy
Commander Stuart H. Ingersell, U,.S, Navy.

That the balow named officers be addressed a letter of

commendation by the Secretary of the Navy:

Franklin [. Roosevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED
DGD DIR- 5200.9 (9/27/58)

Date= Qﬁﬂ/‘r? ‘
8ignature- (2”4’ :{‘#‘”‘

Rear Admiral James L, Kauffuman, U.S, Navy.
Captain Henry M, Mullinnix, U.S5. Navy.
Commander William K, Phillips, U.S. Navy.
Commandsr Lawrence T, Haugem, U.5. Navy
Commander Harold C, Fitz, U.S., Nawvy
Commander Logan MoKee, U.S5. Navy.
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BECRET

Enclosure (A)

Recommended recognition for distinguished, meritorious, and
commendable service rendered by officers attached to the Support Force
(Task Force4 - Task Force 24) during the period 3 March 194l- 17 April
1942, HRecommendations are based on the results cited in CinclLant 171440
of April 1542 and are considered in three groups.

GROUR 1

Operational Planning and Tactical Development

During the period 3 March 1941 - 17 April 1942 Captain
Robert B, Carney, USN, as Operations Officer and later as Gh{sg of Staff,
Support Force {%P-Zi}, U.S, Atlantic Fleet) prepared all operational plans
preparatory to and during belligerent operations of the Force; made impor-
tant contributions to the essort-of-convoy instructions which resulted in
safe escort of over two thousand ships with a loss of only eight ships;
contributed to the development of escort tmctics which hawve been highly
successful in combatting the submarine menace; planned and developed the
speciallized training program for surface vessels and aircraft which made
possible the successful operations previously mentioned. Recommended for
award appropriate for distinguished service contributing in major degree to
a highly successful belligperent campaipn.

During the period 3 March 1941 - 17 April 1942 Commander E.T.
Wooldridze, USN, as Assistant Operations Officer s nd later as Operations
OfTicer, Staff, Commander Support Force (TF-24), U.B. Atlantic Fleet, prepared
the details of training plans; made importent contributions to the escort-of
convoy instructions and to the art of anti-submarine tactics which in larpge
measure made possible the safe escort of over two thousand ships with a loss
of only eight ships; as Operations Officer formulated operational plans and con-
ducted the details of supervision of surface and air escort-of-convoy in the
Western North Atlantic. Recommended for award appropriate for distinpuished
service contributing in major degree to a highly successful belligerent cam-

EniEn.

During the period 3 March 1941 - 17 April 1942 Commander S,H,

Ingersoll, 1,5, Navy as Assistant Operations Officer, Staff, Commander Support
(TF=2%), U.5, Atlantic Fleet, made important contributions to the development
of training plans, and to the Anti-submarine tactics of surface vessels and
aircreft employed in the safe escort of over two thousand ships with a loss

of only eight ships. At times, and for extended periods, conducted the details
of supervision of surface and air escort-of-convoy operations in the Western
North Atlantic, Recommended for special letter of commendation for merltor-
ious service contributing in large measure to the success of a heldiypdidn®ry

SRR DEGLASSIFIED
Copytts =le U0D DIK. s200.9 (9/27/58)

Enclosure (A) Date= 97/:"-"/-[.?_
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Enclosure (A) (Cont'd)

GROUP I1I
TRAINING

During the period 3 March 1941 - 23 September 1941
Rear Admiral J,L, Kauffman, U,5, Navy, as Commander Destroyers, Support ‘orce,
U.S. Atlantic Fleet conducted the speciallized training of Destroyers,
Support Force in the anti-submarine tactics which subsequently contributed
to the safe escort of the HX and ON convoys and other shipping in the West-
ern North Atlantic., Recommended for letter of commendation.

During the period 3 March 1941 - 21 March 1942 Captain
H.M. Mullinnix, U.5, Navy, as Commander Patrol Wing Seven and Commander
Patrol Wings, Support Force, conducted the equipping, speciallized training
and operations of patrol aircraft of the Support Force (TF-24) in high lati-
tude operation and anti-submarine and escort-of-convoy tactics which contrib-
uted tothe safe escort of shipping inthe vieinity of Newfoundland and Ice-
land, KRecommended for letter of commendation.

GROUP III

MATERIAL PREPARATION

During the period 3 March 1941 - 10 February 1942 Captain
F.W. Pennoyer, 1.5, Navy, as Material Officer, Staff, Commander Support Force,
U.5. Atlantic Fleet, planned and supervised the conversion and alteration of
Burface vessels and aircraft for escort-of -convoy employment and thereby
made an important contribution to operations which resulted in the safe es-
cort of over two thousand ships witha loss of only eight ships. Captain
Pennoyer's energy and resourcefulness in maintenance matters also contributed
largely toward offsetting storm damage and permitting the surface escorts to
maintain a heavy schedule in the face of serious and unusual difficulties,
Recommended for special letter of commendation for meritorious service con-
tributing in large measire to the success of a belligerent campaipgn.

During the period of 3 March 1941 - 17 April 1942, Commander
L. T, Haugen, U.S, Navy, as Force Constructor, Staff, Commander Support
Force (TF-24), 1.5, Atlantic Fleet by his resourcefulness and energy contrib-
uted largely to the material preparation and maintenance of the escort vessels
of the Force prior to and during belligerent operations which resulted in the
safe escort of over two thousand ships with the loss of only eight ships.
Recommended for letter of commendation.

During the period 3 March 1941 - 17 April 1942, Commander
Logan MoKes, U.S, Navy, as Force Engineer, Staff, Commander Support Force
fTE:EITT'ﬂfé. Atlantic Fleet, by his resourcefulness and energy contributed
largely to the material preparation a nd maintenance of the escort vessels
of the Force prior to, and during the belligerent operations which resulted
in the safe escort of over two thousand ships with the loss of only eight
ships, Recommended for letter of commendation.

wDe
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' nnp Dlﬂ 5200.9 (9/27/68)

- Date- 2/ 2/S%
Enclosure (B) S8 (dM i,’ {//zar"

Recommended recognition for distinguished, meritorious, and
commendable service in actual protection of shipping against Axis submarines,

Commander G.W. Johnson, U.S, Navy, while in command of Task Unit
4,1.6, escorting convoy ON-2B repelled attacks by enemy submarines during the
pericd 27-31 October 1941 by skillful and aggressive tactics which denied to
the enemy every opportunity to attack except for the initial attack on the U,.S5.5.
SALINAS, and resulted in the certain damage and probable destruction of three
enemy submarines, Commander Johnson's conduct of this operation in the face
of determined and concentrated enemy attack was an outstanding example of stam-
ina, skill, resourcefulness, apgressive spirit, and success., Recommended for
award appropriate for distinguished service in belligerent operations against

the enemy.

Commander A.C. Murdaugh, U.S.Navy, while Commanding U.S.S.
EDISON, and also Commanding Task Unit 4.1.4 escorting convoy ON-67, by bold
and skillful handling of his forces 21-24 February 1942 outfought, out-man-
esuvered, and finally eluded a determined and persistent attack by a concen-
tration estimated to consist of 5 or € submarines., Three enemy submarines
were damaged or destroyed; one of the aforementioned submarines was damaged
or destroyed by U.5.S, EDISON. Recommended for award appropriate for distin-
guished service in belligerent operations against the enemy,

Lieutenant Commander William L. Erdmann, U.S. Navy as Commander
Patrol Plane Squadron VP-BZ of Task Force 24 by his leadership, persistence,
high professional attainments, snd fighting spirit, so trained, disposed, and
operated his squadron that four enemy submarines were unquestionably destroyed
and three other submarines- so well attacked as to neutralize them with respect
to concurrent surface operations in the vicinity. HRecommended for award
appropriate for distinguished service in the conduct of alr operations against

the enemy.

Captain M.Y. Cohen, U.S5, Navy, during the period 16 September -
10 March commanded escort units with North Atlantic trade convoys and on num-
erous occasions handled his convoy and escort inm skillful manner in contact
with enemy submarines, On November 1, 1941 while in command of Task Unit 4.1.1,
vessels of the unit attacked enemy submarines with tanpgible evidence of success;
the skillful handling of the escort prevented any attack on the convoy. Recom-
mended for the same award as may be considered appropriate for the commandi
o p SucCCcess y engages an enemy submarine,

Commander Ralph Hungerford, U.S. Navy as Commander of Escort units
with North ATIantic trade convoys durlng the period 16 September 1941 to 17
April 1942, on several ocecasions so conducted his convey mnd escorts as to out-
maneuver and slude enemy submarines which were in favorable position to concen-
trate and attack, thereby carrying out hie mission with great skill and in a
most oreditable manner., Recommended for the same award as may be considered
appropriate for the Commanding Officer of a ship successfully engaging an enemy
submarine.
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Commander Paul Heineman, U.S, Navy, as Commander of Escort umits
with North Atlantic trade conveye during the pariod 12 February 1942 to 17
April 1942, on twe occaslons so conducted his convoys and escorts as to detect
the presence of enemy submarines before they could concentrate and attack,
and by his aggressive and highly skillful operations foiled all attempts by
the enemy to attack, thereby avoiding imminent damage to his convoy and carry-
ing out his mission in the most commendable manner. Recommended for the same
award as may be considered appropriate for the Commanding Officer of & ship

succesafully engaging an enemy submarine.

Captain J.B, Heffernan, 1.5, Navy as Commander Task Unit 24.1.3
escorting convoy ON-92 skillTully detected the presence of enemy submarines
and commenced offensive counter measures before they could attack the convoy.
Although later heavily attacked and suffering convoy losses to a persistent
and determined enemy, Captain Heffernman, by bold and aggressive tactics,
finally succeeded in driving off and eluding a concentration estimsted to in-
clude a minimum of three submsrines. Recommended for the same award as may
be appropriate for the Commanding Officer of a ship successfully engaging an
enemy submarine.

Commander W.K. Phillips, U,S5, Navy during the period 22 September
1941 to 17 April 1942 as Escort Commander with Trade Convoys in the North At-
lantic, conducted his escort cperations with skill and success and in the most
commendable manner., HRecommended for letter of commendation.

Commander H.C, Fitez, U.S, Navy, during the pericd 22 December
1941 to 17 April 1942, as Escort Commander with Trade Convoys in the North
Atlantic, conducted his escort operations with skill and success and in the
most commendable manner. HRecommended for letter of commendation.
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e October 20, 1942

FIRST ENDORSEMENT

From: The Chief of Naval Personnel.
To: The Secretary of the Navy,
Via: E.:urmndar in Chief, U.5. Flest.
Su‘b,jiut: Awards to officer personnel of Task Force TWEKTY-FOUR.
1, Forwarded, concurring in the recommendation of the Board of
Awards, L
2. This correspondence contains a recommendation forthe Legion

of Merit which is a matter of interest to the President.

3. The classification of the Enclosure is hereby changed to
"Confidential",

L. E. Denfeld
The Assistant Chief of Nawval Personnel

|.|"' Y DEPAL r-?'-::..:-.-.r

FRANK KNOX Fronklir D. Noosevelt Labkes)
DECLASEIFIED
DOD DIR. sz00.0 (s/27/88)

Bate- 3//:-/4‘7
sigutare- (%0f 7 Lfeco;

Copy to:
Seclav

Bd., Awards
Cominch
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Cominch File UNITED STATES FLEET

FF1/P15 Headquarters of the Commander in Chief
Ser. 02603 Navy Department, Washington, D.C.
SONTTUERTHAL
October 23, 1942
SECOND ENDORSEMENT to
Woard of Awards 1tr.
QB4-MSD, of Oot. 12, 1942.
From: Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.
To: The Secretary of the Navy.
Subjeot: . Awards to Officer Personnel of Tagk Force
TWENTY-FOUR.
1. Forwarded, contents noted.

R. 5. EDWARDS,
Chief of Staff.

?':":m‘.- i '-T;_E=ocpe1'ﬁlt Library
DECLASSIFIED
DDD BIR- 6200.9 (2/27/58)

Date- -ﬁ—‘/f 27/-5“7
R Bt T féﬂm ;



THE WHITE HOUSE
Washington

October 26, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

There are forwarded herewith for
your approval recommendations of the Board
of Awards for recognition of the services
of certain officers and men.

It will be noted that the Secrestary

of the Navy has approved these cases.

Very respectfully,

/s/
JOHN L. McCREA

Secnav.

Approved

Franklin D. Roosevelt
CinC

10/27/42

COPY - JJd3



Cominch File UNITED STATES FLEET
F?lfPIS Headquarters of the Commander in Chief
Serial: 02596 Mavy Department, Washington, D.C.

October 22, 1942

Ehmdi. hﬁﬁ Icaland nf.
1tr. 0076 of Sept. 9, 1942,

From: Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

To: The Secretary of the Navy,

Subject: Fighting French Corvette ROSELYS - recommendation
for recognition of exceptional performance in rescue
operations.

1. Forwarded.,

/s/ R.S. EDWARDS,
Chief of Staff,

NAVY vulranTv ENT
3 : 0CT 23 1942
ﬁ[-l’r”“-"-l -------------- Iang I'cogevelt Library
Fraak Knox 15 [:LF surleD
Secrelary of the N-i]"n']f. Dnn DIH- 5200.9 {9}’2'?,:’!53}

Date- .97/;:!7/4‘*7'
sonswe- (D00 7, ecor

COPY = JJdS
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bOREBERTAL

FOURTH INDORSEMENT
to Comdt. NOB lceland Conf. ltr.
0076 of Sept. 9, 1942

QBL(899) October 20, 1942
From: The Chief of Naval Personnel.
To: The Secretary of the Navy.
Via: Commander in Chief, U.5. Fleet.
Subject: Fighting I'rench Corvette ROSELYS - recommendation

for recognition of exceptional performance in
rescue operations.

1. Forwarded, concurring in the recommendation of the
Beard of Awards.

L. E. Denfeld
The Assistant Chief of Naval Personnel

Franklin D+_Tocsa?elt Librayry
DECLAGSIFIED
DDD DIR- 5200.8 [9;’2?}53}

Date- 5/!3—/47

Copy to:

Bd of Awards
Secy Files
Cominch

COPY - JJ3



10 01461
HAVY DEPARTMENT

m Washington Address Reply To

d The Secretary of the Navy
THIRD ENDORSEMENT and refer to initials
to Comdt, NOB lceland Conf. 1ltr. and No.
0076 of Sept. 9, 19L2. ; RB-};-HBY

October 13, 1942

From; The Senior llember of the Navy Department Permanent Doard of
fwards.

To: The Secretary of the lawvy.

Via: (1) The Chief of Naval fersonnel.

(2) Commander in Chief, U.S. Ileet.

Subject: Fighting French Corvetie RUSELYS - recommendation for recogniticn
of exceptional performance in rescue operations.

Reference: (a) Comdt. NOB Iceland “Yonf, ltr. Serial 0076 of Sept. 9, 1542
with forwarding endorsements.
(b) Fublic Law 671 dated July 20, 1942.
1. Considered at the meeting of the Board of Awards held Uct. 7, 1942.

24 Recommendation: After careful consideration of reference (a),
the Board recommends that Lieutenant de Valsseau A. zeret, the cqqgﬁgggaj
officer of Fighting French Corvette ROSELYS be awarded the Legion of Lerit,”
third class, for outstanding service in tonnection with the rascue of the
survivers of six Hussian convoy vessels, sunk by reason of striking mines.
In spite of the difficult conditions of the sea and weather and with total
disregard of his own ship's safety, Lieutenant Bergeret skillfully maneu-
vered his ship to perform the rescue operations and succeeded in picking up
one hundred and seventy-nine persons, of which L1 were members of U.S. armed
quard crews and 121 were members of U.S. Flag merchant vessels.

/s/
THOS., C. HART

Fronklin D. Roosevelt Library

DECLASEIFIED
X203 D0D DIR. s200.¢ (9/27/58)

2437
Date- f?-%i‘?'
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{f Awards
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UNITED STATES FLEET
Headquarters of the Commander in Chief
Navy Department, Wachington, D.C.

Cominch File
FF1/111-1
Sept. 30, 1942.

Serial 02355 3
”1{?’lqiﬂ

SECOND ENDORSLEENT to
Comdt,, WD Tceland conf,
1ltr. Serial 0076 of
September 9, 1942,

From: The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.
To: The Senior lember, Board of Awards.

Subject: Fighting French Corvette ROSELYS - recommendation
of recognition of excepticnal performance in
rescue coperations.

1. Porwarded.
/s/

R.5. EDWARDS
Chief of Staff

fienkit: U, Nocsevelt Libraly
bobLs oRiFIED

DOD DIR. s200.8 (9/27/58)
Date- ﬂ~/lﬂhl-5'1'

p— @A,.;:.(,/fqhéu:_

COPY - JJ5



CinClant File UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET BLAoL
111-1/(e2188)

FIRST ENDORSEMENT to Care Postmaster, New York, N.Y.

Comit, NUP lceland conf.
1tr., Serial 0076 of 26 September 1942

September 9, 1942.

ST,
!
riL,
From: Commander in Chief, United Statss Atlantic Fleet.
To: The Secretary of the Navy.
Via: Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

Subject: Fighting French Corvette ROSELYS - recommendations for
recognition of exceptional performance in rescue opera-
tions.

Reference: (a) CinCLant 1st End, A16-3/(2261) of August 26, 1942,
to CTF 2l ltr, Al6-3/CTF2l Serial 00185 of June 6,
1942,

1. Forwarded, recommending favorable action.

2, In reference (a) the Gommander in Chief, Atlantic Fleet,
submittel recommendations relative to recognition of meritorious serv-
ices of our a'L]:LiES .

3. The classification of this correspondence is hereby changed
to confidential.

/s/

R.E. INGERSOLL

Copy to: J
Comdt. NOB Iceland Frastlin 0. Boosewell LibPrary

CTF 21, BEGLASSIFIED
BGB i}lR 5200.9 (8/27/568)



U.5. NAVAL OPERATING BASE
Iceland
In Reply Refer to
Initials and Number September 9, 1942

L11-1
Serial 0076

GOREBENTIAL

From: The Commandant.

To: The Secretary of the Navy.

Via: (1) Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Atlantic Fleet.
(2) Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Fleet,

Subject: Fighting French Corvette ROSELYS - recommendation for
recognition of exceptional performance in rescue operaticns.

1. On July 5, 1942, between 2000 and 2220, off the northwest
coast of Iceland, in low visibility and in rough seas, six vessels of
a Russian convey were lost by reason of striking mines., Four of the
vessels were U,S. Flag ships, The F.F.C. RUSELYS (Lieutenant
de Vaisseau A. Bergeret), one of the escorts, rendered especially
meritorious service in picking up the survivors of the sunken vessels.
In spite of the difficult conditions of the sea and weather, and with
total disregard for own ship's safety, the ROSELYS was skillfully
handled and maneuvered in rescue operations and picked up a total of
179 persons of which 41 were members of U.S. Naval armed guard crews
and 121 were members of I/,5. Flag merchant vessels. These survivors
all paid the highest tribute to the promptitude and efficient manner
in which the rescue operations were carried on and to the exquisite
handling of the RUSELYS. Not only were the survivors skillfully
rescued but ROSELYS carried out a regular production line system for
caring for these survivors which excited the admiration of the young
organization-minded U,5. laval armed guard officers.

2s In view of the above it is recommended that the
Commanding Officer and Ship's Company of the Fighting French Corvette

RUSELYS be accorded recognition appropriate for the meritorious
services rendered.

Franklin D. Foosevelt Library

/s/ 0.B. searPEGLASSIFIED
DOD UiR. s200.9 (s/27/58)
SECRET Date- .‘-'f-/f ‘-‘-"-/é‘? =

COFY — JJ3



Buresuof lMedieine and Surgery Following Shent File lo.

8th Endorsement C-LET October 7, 1942 P15/0G(093)
From: The Chief of the Bureau of Medicine nnd Surgery.
Tot The Secretary of tha Nevy,
Subject: lurse Ann A, Bernatitus, U,S, Havy; recommendstion
for suvencement®to Chief Nurse and appropriaste sward,

Heferences: (a) M%S 5th end., F15/0G(093), Sept, 17, 1942,
(b) 6th end,, Sr. Member of Navy Dept. Permpnent Board
of Awards, GB4-ARH, Sept, 28, 1942,
(¢) 7th end,, BuPers, Fers 328-HBY, Oct. 1, 1942,

1, Forwarded, It is noted thet the Nevy Department
Fermanent Board of Awards recommends thst lurse Bernatitus be
ewarded the Legion of Merit, fourth ua,ﬂ'ﬂ'n, when available, in
recopnition of her m:t.stanuint gervice during the campeign in
the Menila-Betasn Feninsula rres during the period December 1941
and April 1942,

2, It is further noted thet in forwarding this
correspondence, the Buresu of Navsl Fersoniel notes thet recom-

mendation for the Lepion of llerit is a matter of interest to the
Fregident,

ROSS T, MeINTIRE,

- eam A E W B G R e e R O W SR R e e o A S M O o R = e = e

Frankl Tocsevelt Libras,
DECLAGSIFIED
DOD Lili. s200.9 (9/27/58)
Date- 1L/5P7g“f

csgumture. (Ucl 1>

copyifeg



Fersi2a-lBY
64916
Sept. 29, 1942
Seventh Endorsement
to Cdr E.L, Sackett USN ltr dated lay 27 194Z

From: The Chief of Hawvel Perconnel,
Yo 1 The Secretary of the Navy,
Yia-t The Chief of the Bureau of Medicine end Surgery.

Subject: lurse Ann A, Bernatitus, U,S.N, - recommendztion for sdvancement
to Chiaf Nurse snd mppropriate award,

1. Forwarded, concurring in the recomnendation of the Boerd of iwards,

2, This eorrespondence contains a recomnendation for the Legion of
Merit which iz & matter of interest to the Fresident,

1. E. Denfold
Mhe Assistant Chiaf of Naval Personnal

Copy to:

Bu M&S

Bd of Awards
Secy Files

copy:feg



Acdrese Heply To
THE SECHRETARY OF THE NAVY
And hefer To Initiels
And Ko,

QB4=-ARH

NAVY DEF:RTMENT
WASHINGTON

SEP 28 1942

Sixth Endorsement
to Cdr E,L, Sackett USH ltr doted May 27 1942

From: The Senior Member of the lavy Department Fermanent Board of Awards,
Tow s The Secretary of the Navy,
Via 1 (1) The Chief of Naval Fersonnel

(2) The Chief of the Buresu of Medicine and Surgery

Subject: MNurse Ann A, Bernatitus, U,5.H. - recommendstion for sdvencement
to Chief Nurse and sppropriate awerd,

Reference:(a) Cdr, E,L, Sackett U,S.N, letter dated May 27 1942 with endorze-
mentes thereon,

e Congidered st the meeting of the Board of Awards held Sept, 23, 1942,

2, Recommendation: Thet Nurse Ann A, Bernatitus, U,.S.l, be sawarded
the Legion of Merit, fourth degree, when availsble in recognition of her
outstanding service during the campeign in the Manils=Bataen Peninsuls ares
during the period December 1941 and April 1942,

THOS C. HART

Copy to,

Bu MES

Bd of Awards
Secy Files

copy:ifeg



Bureau of Medieine mnd Surpery Following Sheet File No,

Fifth Endorsement C-LET Sentember 17, 1942  P15/0G(093)
From: Tha Chief of the Bureau of Medicine znd Surrery.
To: The Secretary of the Navy (Board of /wards).
Subject: Nurse Ann A, Bernstitus, U, 8, Navy; recommendstion
for advancement to Chief Nurse and appropriate
award,

References: (a) Ltr of Comdr, E, L, Sackett, USN, May 27, 1942,

(b) 1lst end Lt.Comdr, C,M, Wassell, USKR, Mry 25,
1942,

(¢) 2nd end Comdr, Bage Activities, Allied Naval
Forces, Western Australir, llay 28, 1942,

() 2rd end Comdr Task Force Fifty-One, Mey 30,
1942,

(e) 4th end Comdr U,S,Naval Forces, S,W, Pacific
Area, June 5, 1942,

5 Forwarded, recommending approvel of the proposal
contained in bssic corresrondence snd endorsements thereon end that
the services rendered by Niss Dernntitus be recognized by the
award of the llevy Cross,

2, This Buresu already has taken action which will
place in effect in the near future thet part of the reconmends tion
contained in nttached correspondence repnrding the promotion of
Miss Bernetitus from Nurse to Chief lurse,

ROSS T, McINTIHE.

_..-.-——.n---n—----—.-t--———---—-----——-u---

copy:feg



 ANM_AGNES BERNATITUS, NURSE, U, S, NAVY

Ann Agnes Bernntitus was born st Exeter, Pennsylvania, January 21,
1912, the deughter of Mrs, Mergaret Bernatitus. She recelved her eduestion
in the Exeter Public Schoole, gradusting from High School in 1928, In 1921
Miss Bernatitus entered Nurses' training at the Wyoming Velley Homeopathie
Hospitel Treining School, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvenie, with an affilistion
at the Philadelphia General Hospital, from which she gradusted in 1934,

In 1935 she took a Post-Grzduete course in opersting-room technic at the
University of Pennsylvania Graduste Hospitel, Thiledelphis, Fennsylvania,
end continued duty in thet hospital in a surgicsl assignnent,

In September 1936 Wiss Bernetitus was appointed in the Havy lurse Corpa,
and ordered to duty st Chelses, Mussnchusetts, In 1933 she was trensferred
to Mare Island, Californis, for duty, swaiting transportation to the U, S,
Neval Hospital, Canacao, F, I. In July 1940, Miss Bernatitus arrived in

Ganacao, Philippine Islends, for duty,

copy:leg



UNITED STATES NAVAL FORCES
F17-2/00/F15 SOUTHWEST FACIFIC AREA

Serial 471
G Melbourne, Australias,
FOURTH ENDORSEMENT to June 5, 1942,
Cdr, E,L, SACEETT's 1tr,
of May 27, 1942,

From: The Commander U,5, Wavel Forces,
Southweat Pacific Ares,
To The Chiaf of the Buresu of Wedicine

and Surgery.

Subject: Wurse Ann A, Bernntitus, Nevy Hurse Corps,
U.8, lNevy, recommendetion of for advancement
to Chief lurse, Nevy Nurse Corps, U.S, Navy,

5 Forwarded recommending anproval,

H. F. LEARY,

S0 913 226

cony:fep



FE2/FF6/ BASE ACTIVITIES, ALLIED NAVAL FORCES
P17 WESTERN  AUSTRALIA
Serial 391
May 28, 1942,
SECOND ENDORSELENT

From: Commrnder Bese fctivities, L1lied Naval Forces,
Vlestern Australis,

To. 4 The Chief of the Bureau of Medielns and Surgery.

Via ¢ ° Commander Allied Naval Forces, Western Aunstralis,

Subject: Nurse Ann A, Bernatitus, Navy Nurse Corps, U.5. Navy,

recommendation of for advancement to Chief lurse, Navy
Furse Corps, U, 8, Navy,

1. Forwarded concurring in the recommendatlion conteined in the
basic correspondence,

- This exsmple of cournge and devotion to duty by a Navy Nurse
is an honor to the lurse Corps nnd it is believed thet the edvencement in
rank and such other recognition re mny be considered suitable should be made
in this case,

H, L. GROSSKOPE.

R W R B EE R e R s am B N W R W R R S W R S e

A
FF6/0G ird endorsement 64,/Rd
(64-911) . TASE FORCE FIFTY-0lE

May 30, 1942

From: The Commander TASK FORCE FIFTY-ONE,
To 1 Chief of the Burenu of Medieine and Surgery.
Vie : The Commender ALLIFD HAVAL FORCES,

SOUTHWEST FACIFIC.

L Forwarded, recommending epproval,

¢. A, LOCKWOOD, Jr,

Copy to:
Basucts
USH Medicel Unit,
Australisn General
Hoaspital 110, 80 913 226

c;py:fag



U.5. NAVAL MEDICAL UNIT
AUSTRALIAN GENERAL HMOSPITAL 110
HOLLYWOOD, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

FIRST ENDORSENENT May 25, 1942,
From: ' Lieutenant Commander Corydon M, Wessell, MC-V(S), U,S.H.R,
To @ The Chief of the Bureau of Vedieine and Surpery.

" Vie (1) Commender Bose Activities, Allied Neval Forces,

Western Australis,
(2) Commender Allied Neval Forces, Western Austrelia,

Subject: Wurse Ann A, Berustitus, Navy Burse Corps, U.5. lavy,
recommendation of for advancement to Chief Nurse, Nevy
MWurse Corps, U.S, Havy.

1. The following information is cited in the cese of the subject
nurse 5s bnsis for recommendation for edvancement to Chief MNurse, Havy Nurse
Corps, U,S. Navy,

A e Miss Bernatitus received an evpointment s Nurse, Navy Nurse
Corps, and reported for duty se of 25 September 1936, She depertec frofthe
United Stotes 21 Juns 1940 and report to the U,S, Neval Hospitsl st Cenacao,
Philiprine Islands on 20 July 1940 et which hospitel she remsined on duty
until the entry of the United Stetes into war,

3. On O December 1941, liiss Bernatitus rendered valuable sssistance
in evacuating patients from the Havel Hospitel at Canaceo to vessels in vort
and to the Sternberg llospitel et Manila,

be In mid December 1941, Miss Bermatitus joined Surgicnl Unit #5,
headed by Lieutenant Commender C,!M, Smith, (MC), USN,, and Lieutenant (jg)
€. Fraleigh, (MC), U.S.N., nt St. Scholastica, lanile, P,I,, where this unit
established their opersting rooms., On 24 December 1941 this unit moved to
Limay, Bateen, F,I,, and reestablished operating rooms, Due to the front lines
being esteblished et this point, this unit wes seein forced to veente and
reestablished at Little Baguio, Batean, F,I. Due to the bombing of this center
end wrecking of the surgical unit the nurses were evacunted to Corrngidor on
g April 1942 by & small boet, ;

5s Miss Bernetitus was evacueted from Corregidor, F.I., on ley 2,
1942, erriving at Fremantle, Western Auatralia, May 20, 1942, reportinc to
Commender Allied Navel Forces for duty on May 21, 1942,

6, Most persensl belongings, ineluding uniforms, were logt during
the above trensfers, Those selvaped being only the slacks worn and a small
lMugette bap,

alw=

coovifas



Subject: Nurse Ann A, Bernatitus, Navy Nurse Corps, U.S, lavy,
yecommendstion of for rdvancement to Chief Nurse, Nevy
Furse. Corps, U.€, Navy,

..-.-.-.-..-..-—---d-ﬁ--n—u-n——u-nn-u-———-u-n——---—

Te From December 3, 1941 to lMay 3, 1942, lliss Dernatitus was
constantly in the front lines of defense, being bombed out ou two separete
occasions, and though suffering attacks of dysentery this did not in any wey
lower her efficliency ns s nmrse nor the coursge demonstreted by her which
prompts this recommendstion snd other suitnble rewards th t may be considered,

¢, M, WASSELL.

S0 918 226

copy:feg



COMMANDER ALLIFD NAVAL FORCES
BASED WESTERN AUSTRALIA

May 27, 1942.

From: Commander E,L, SACKETT, U.S5. Nevy,
To : Commander Bese Activities, Allied Forces,
Western Austrslis,

Subject: Recommendation for Advancement to Next Higher
Rank and Appropriste fwerd in the ccse of Niss
ANN BERNITITUS, U,S, Navy Nurse Corps.

u Fel The subject recommendstion is mede in view of the
services rendered by Miss Bernititus during the campaign in the
Msnila=Batzan peninsular aree ss described below,

2. Miss Dernititus was regularly attached to the Naval
Hospital, Canacao, F,I., having reported for duty there on
July 20, 1940, Shortly after hostilities cormenced in December,
1941, the Naval Hospital steff andpatients were moved to a new
establishment in Yenils, On December 24ith, 1941, when Moanile wes
being evaguated Miss Bernititus accompsnied by two Navy Medical
Officers proceeded to the Army hospital at Limny, Batean, The
remeinder of the liavel Hospitel steff stayed in Menils and were
taken prisoners, On Jemuary 25, 1942, Miss Bernititus was trans-
ferred to Army field hospital No, 1 nt Little Bagulo, Bataan, and
yemained there on active duty until that hospitel was destroyed
by enemy bombing on April 7th, When Bataan fell Miss Bernititus
wns transferred to Corrégidor, During her stay in Batsan she
worked directly under Lieut,Comdr, C.M. Smith (MC), U.S, Navy, who
is now a prisoner of war,

3. The conditions under which the nurses lived and worked
lecked everything in the way of comfort, They were constantly
exposed to enemy bombing attacks and experienced seversl ss well
as the endemic jungle diseases of thet area, Niss Bernititue
suffered from both dvsentery snd beri-beri during her tour of duty
in Bataan,

& In spite of all difficulties Miss Bernititus performed
her duty in sn exemplary manner with courape and good spirit. She
was officielly transferred from Corregidor three days before the
surrender of that fortress,

5. As former Commander of Navel Forces in the lariveles-
Batean aren, Miss Bernititus ceme under my commend (elthough her
services were rendered at an Army field hospitel) end I am plensed

50 918 226

w
copyifeg -1-



CONMMANDER ALLIED NAVAL FORCES
BASED WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Subject: Recommendation for Advancement to Next Hirher
Rank and Appropriaste Awerd in the cese of Niss
ANN BERNITITUS, U.S, Nevy Nurse Corps,

- o R B B S 4 S SN M S R W o O m E E  w  E E m m m m = =-

to recommend that she be advanced to the next hipher reank in
her corps and cited for suitable award,

E. L. SACKETT.

cony:fep 80 918 226



__ir. b dl-Foyntony—
Friwate Secretary to

= 4E
Pk Y-

Dear Mr. Poynton:

I wish to acknowledge your letter of
Hovembar fourth, and to assure you that the
message enclosed with thut letter hus beem

With best wishes, I an,
Very sinceraly yours,

EDWIN M. WATSON
tary to

Secre the Fresident.

-

The ¥Minister of Production,
The British Zmbassy,
‘Ihlh.ln‘hn, D. C.



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON,D.C.

4th November, 1942,

—

—
L —
e ——

Dear General Watson,

I have pleasure 1n sending you
the enclosed letter from the Frime Minlster to

the Presldent, which was handed to me by Mr,

Churchill's Private Secretary to bring over with
us, I also enclose a note of amendments whlch
vwere telephoned to me just before ocur departurs,

I understand that these have already been
telegraphed direct to the Presldent from the

Frime Minilster, but I thought I had better forward
thls copy in confirmation.

Viould you be kind enough to let
me have an acknowledgment of this jetter to
confirm that the Prime Minister's letter has been
safely delivered.

Yours sincerely,

A.H. Poynton.
Private Secretary to
The Minister of Production.

3 /L;l’) & i o

Faﬁxifj{'{féﬁyi giﬁ: C/ ,f,;i
N Win (s D —

Hajor General Edwin Watson, v,
The White House, ' Vi '

Washington, D.C., L/’/_/#——-ﬂ
')
DECLASSIFIED st
By Authority ot Beitish.,
=12:-22
By ﬁ/ﬂ?: pate 7272,




November 6, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL LEAHY: ‘,”31

Dear Admiral:
I am returning for your files the m,rg-?ﬂﬁ
anendments to the Prime Minister's message to
the President, as I suppose that should ge
with the original messuge.

X/E
2.7 Ute Wotd Ve IL
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THE WHITE HOUS
WASHINGTON

December 2, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE PRESIDENT.

It is recommended that the award

: X 3-*"'7'"\ﬁ
of the Legion of Merit, Fourth degree,
to Lieutenant Commander Clarence A. King,
e i B oo A R R W
R.C.N,R., be approved. TP 4]

It will be noted that the Board of
Awards has reconsidered its recommendation
of an award of the Leglon of Merit to

Lieutenant Gordon R. Fiss, U.S.N., and now

b
recommends that that officer be awarded

the Distinguished Flying Cross.

Very res ect.fullya
v b
e é

x50

Attachments
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NHAVY

WASHINGTON

1 December 19.2.

Yemorandum for

THE PRESIDENT

There is forwarded herewith for your
approval a recommendation of the Navy Department
Fermanent Board of Awards for the award of the
Legion of Merit, Fourth degree to Lieutenant Com-

mander Clarence A. King, R.C.N.R.

s/  FRANK KNOX
x )7

Fronklin T. Tocsevelt Library

DEGLASSIFIED |
v DOD DIR. ss00. co/27/59)

oK
FIR bate- 4/i//5¢

purea .
g TN #«-& "



Tourth Endorsement
‘CominCh FFL/AL6-3/P15
Serial Jﬂ‘ Oet. 17, 1gke.
From: The Senior Member of the Navy Department Permanent Board of Awards.
To : The Secretary of the Navy.
Via : (1)

(2)

Subject: Simiing o
Plene w—rlu u'!m:-'“’

Raferenuﬁ CominGh 1tr FFL/Aly-3/715 Ser. 02946 of Oot. 17, 19hE.

1. Considered at the meeting of the Board of Awards ne1diov. 27, [

Franklin D. Foogevelt Library

DEGLASSIFIED
DOD DIR. s200.0 (9/27/58)
Date- ﬂ-/’f/.f"-f

e o st " @wd Jd&"‘ NAVY I‘Jb:i‘.i‘.cl'-‘dt‘.:f‘.l

’ Approved ... . -.---
White Hhuse

A. K. VATSON

sacretary of the Nuvy.
Secretary ol the
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Second Bndorsement

to
T. FF1/A16-3/P15 13 November 1942.

Serial 02546 dated Oct.17, 19L2.

From:
To:
Via:

Subject:

1.

The Chief of Naval Personnel.

The Secretary of the Navy.

(1) The Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet.

Sinkdng of U-9L4 by patrol squadron NINETY TWO, Flane

Forwarded, concurring in the recommendation of the Board

of Awards, first endorsement.

2.

This correspondence contains recommendations for the Legion

of Merit which is a matter of intersest to the President of the United

States.

Copy to:

Bd. of Awds (2)
Secy Files (2)
Cominch

White House

,_) (Copy for White House Files)

/s/L. E. DENFELD

relt Library
DOD UIR. sz00.9 (s/27/58)

Date- 2/4/87F




. ADDRESS MEFLY TO
" THE SECRETARY OF THE MAVY
AND REFER TG IRITIALE
AMD Ho,

NAVY DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTON QB-L-ARH
SONTEDENRTIAL
Firat Endorsement
to Cominch confid.ltr FF1/
A16-3/P15 Serial 02546 of
October 17 1942
From: The Senior Member of the Navy Department Permanent Board of Awards.
Pas The Secretary of the Navy.
via : . (1) The Chief of Naval Personnel.

{2} Commander in Ghi!.f, U.5. Fleet.

Subject: Sinking of U-94 by patrol squadron NINETY TWO, Plane 92-P-6,
and HMCS OAKVILLE.

Reference: (:g Cominch confid. ltr FF1/A16-3, Serial 02546 of Oct 17 19k2.
(b) CinClant confid.ltr A16-3/(02187) dated Sept 26 19L2.

3= Considered at the meeting of the Board of Awards held Oct. 27 1942,

2. Recommendation: (a) In view of other correspondence recommending a
definite policy towards awards for anti-submarine warfare, based on the Anti-
submarine Warfare Assessment Board's action and classification of individual
cases now pending, the Board recommends that Lieutenant Gordon R. Fiss, USN
be awarded the Legion of Merit of appropriate degree.

(b) The Board further recommends that Lieut, Commander Clarence A. King,
R.C.N.R. be awarded the Legion of Merit with appropriate degree.

THOS. C. HART
Copy to:
Bd of Awards
Secy glﬂﬂ .ceevelt Librayry
White House U'...;.L.u.t .‘tD

D0D DIR. s200.9 (9/27/68)
Date- |, | &1

Sigature- Quul 7, Jfhuess



UNITED STATES FLEET.
Headquarters of the Commander in Chief
Navy Department, Washington,D.C.

FF1/M16-3/F15

Serial 02546

LONFTDENTEE.

From: Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

To: Secretary of the Navy (Board of Awards)
Subject: Sinking of U-94 by Patrol Squadron NINETI-TWO,

Flane 92-P-6, and HMCS OAKVILLE.

Reference: (a) Cominch conf. ltr FF1/A16-3, serial 02232,
dated Sept. 21, 19L2.

1. The Assessment Committee appointed by the Commander in Chief,
United States Fleet, has assessed the subject attack as a sure kill - assess-
ment A. It is recommended that an appropriate decoration be awarded Lieut-
enant Gordon A. Fiss, U.S. Navy, and that such recognition of commensurate
rank, as may be legally given to an officer of the foreign allied service, be
awarded to the Commanding Officer of HMCS OAKVIILE.

2. Other awards to the crews of the plane and HMCS OAKVILLE should
be based upon reference (a).

/s/ R. S. Edwards

R. S. EDWARDIS
Chief of Staff

Copy to: .
CinClant

im::velf. Libraiy
JLbocliIED
U0D DIR. s200.0 (8/27/58)

Date- /0[5 F
MO st I, Sffuer
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R, E. INGERSOLL.
Copy %o:
ComPatiingslant do
Cosiratiton 92 do
00 LaA do
lant¥lt ASY Unit
._ 1 J;'j'
|
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CINCLANT FILE UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET

ne3/( 2187
3 CARE POSTMASTER, NEW YoRE, N.Y.
CoRERTIT 96 SEP 1942
From: tommander in Chier, United States Atlantic Tlest,
To Communder in Chief, United States Fleet.
Sub jeet: Aetion Heports = sinking of U=94.
Teference: (s) CinClant lst end, ser sl 2261 of August 26, 1942,
Enelosure: (A) ComPatiion 92 serial 281 or Sept. 1, 1942, with lst

and 2nd end, thereto,

(B) HMCS OAKVILIE 1tr. of Aug. 29, 1942, with lst and
2nd end, thereto,

(0) OenTasklnit 92,1,8 serial 00768 or Sept. 2, 1942,
with lst end., thereto,

(D) LantFlt ASW Unit serial 0028 or Sept. 19, 1942,

.

1o Inelosures (i) to (D) are forwarded herewith in comnece
tion with the sinking or the German submarine U-94 on August 27, 1942,
24 But for the fast that Lisutensnt Gordov R, Piss, USH,

&e The elassification of enclosures (C) and (D) is hereby
changed to confidential. Fronklic D. Roosevelt Libraiy
UECLASSIFIED
DOD DIR. s200.¢ (9/27/88)
- 1 -
tne 371/ 57

simte- 2330 1 e



HEADQUARTERS
TENTH NAVAL DISTRICT
NDLO/AL6~3 San Juan, Puerto Rico staff/jws
Serial CCSF 0247
SONTTTENTTEL 5 Sept. 1942
SECOND ENDORSEMENT to:
u.gl HI‘EPHE - EEIDII
with Enemy" report dated
2? -luzt 1?1[2.
From: Commander, Caribbean Sea Frontier.
To: Commander-in-Chief, United States Atlantic Fleet.
Subject: Report of U.S. Adrcraft Action with Enemy.
l. Forwarded, concurring in recormendation contained

in paragraph four (L) of first endorsement.

/&/ 8. A. Clement

S. A. CLEMENT
Chief of Staff

Copy to:
NOB Gtmo.

Fre ._.:-.I. Roosevelt Library
- ULA ..--Jli'IED

DUU DIk, s200.5 (s/27/88)
Date- 2////&F

Bignature- FMZ—&“‘I



Office of the Commandant
UNITED STATES NAVAL OFERATING BASE
Ouantenamo Bay, Cuba
File no. NB37/A16
Serial no. 0298 10-p
; Elir Tccgevelt Library

CONFIBENTIAL September 3, 1942 2
buu DIR. s5200.9 (9/27/88)

FIEST ENDORSEMENT
on "U.S. Mreraft - Action

with Enemy" report dated Date- a/w/SF

Signature~ (Zef 7 ""’I& e
From: Commandant . +
To: Commander-in-Chief United States Atlantic Fleet.
Via: Commander Caribbean Sea Frontier.
Sub ject: Report of U. S. Alrcraft Action with Enemy.

Reference: (a) CinClant Conf. file A2-11/A16-3/FF13
serial 0551 of 16 March, 19k2.

1. Subject report, a bombing attack on an enemy sub-
marine by a PBY-5A type aircraft of Patrol Squadron 92, piloted
by Lieutenant Gordon R. Fiss, U,S.N., which occurred at 0230,
Zone L time in Latitude 17° LO' North and Longitude 7L° 50'
West, is forwarded herewith.

2. The attack was excellently conducted inasmuch as
the pilot on observing the surfaced submarine went immediately
into a dive and within fifty seconds dropped four 650 pound
depth bombs., The submarine sustained damages inasmuch as it
was later observed that the vessel was unsble to submerge.

It was later learned that the damage consisted of the destruc-
tion of the horizontal rudders, extinguishing the lights in
the submarine and the slowing it to from ten to twelve knots.

3e In other reports it is seen that the final de-
struction of the submarine was accomplished by the HMCS OAKVILLE
by gunfire and ramming. The airplane which was covering a
convoy remained in the vicinity until relieved. Had not the
OAKVILLE been in the vicinity and completed the destruction
of the submarine, some hour and a half would have elapsed be-
fore a second plane would have been gotten in the area. It
is believed that when practicable planes should operate in
pairs and this doctrine has been established at Ouantanamo by
the use of six B-18-B Army bombers recently reported to this
Station for duty.



™

Office of the Commandant
UNITED STATES NAVAL OPERATING BASE
Cuantanamo Bay, Cuba

File no. NB37/M16
Serial no. 0298

September 3, 19k2.

SUBJECT: Report of U.8. Adrcraft Action with Enemy.

L. The action of Lieutenant Gordon R. Fiss, U.S5.N., in this
incident is commendatory and it is recommended that such recognition
be given.

/8/ Geo. L. Weyler
GEO. L. WEYLER



PATROL SQUADRON NINETY TWO

VP92-10-Br
File no. F15 ¢/o Postmaster
Serial no. (261) York, New York
September 1, 19L2.
CONFEBENTTAL
From: The Commander, Patrol Squadron NINETY TWO.
Tos: The Commander Caribbean Sea Frontier.
Via: The Commandant, Naval Operating Base, Guantanamo.
Subject: Lieutenant Gordon R, Fiss, U.S5. Navy. -

Commendation of.
Enclosure: (A) Action report dated 27 August, 19L2.
1. BEnclosure (A) is forwarded herewith.

2 Lieutenant Gordon R. Fiss, U.S.N., is considered
worthy of the highest commendation for services above and beyond
the call of duty. The flight on which this action occurred was
not a required convoy coverage. Lieutenant Fiss had been
engaged in arduous duties at the Joint Operation Center, Guan-
tanamo, working from fifteen to eighteen hours daily. He speci-
fically requested permission to conduct this flight in the belief
that he could encounter enmemy submarines in their suspected fuel-
ing areas. A mechanical failure in the aircraft assigned to the
convoy resulted in its return to base which would thus have left
the convoy temporarily uncovered had it not been for the immediate
availability in the convoy area of Lieutenant Fiss. His prompt
actions in sighting, engaging and damaging the U-9L to the extent
that it could not submerge are believed to have contributed
appreciably to the ultimate sinking. Had it not been for his
extreme devotion to duty under trying circumstances there is
1ittle doubt that our losses during the ewvening of 27 - 28
August would have been considerably larger.

‘f."f Je 11 Moreno
J.« A. MORENO

to: Franklin D. Roogevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED
DOD DIR. s200.9 (8/27/58)

. Date- 2/01/5F
Signature- (22¢ 7 #'—"f
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U.5. AIRCRAFT - ACTION WITH ENEMY &0
e e B " INSTRUCTIONS :
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(a) To be filled out’ by unit’ cormahder {Hndﬂ?diir 'Ilpm ld!ﬂinti!hr each
‘eotitact with the enenty,
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2. _MM.&M "%

3. Unit nporuhg' ?mswmrmhﬂ Typoﬁm ﬂ

M=

L. Nature of uplrlt.i‘h -l!r nedﬂ. ‘fbi'- L/

5. Specific objective- Pruhuﬂnn uf l’l!.'-lS Gmwy

6. Forces engages (include models and markings)
OWN

PBY-5A German Submarine
Corvette - HMS QAKVILLE
Destroyer - USS LEA

T« Type of attack (Own/Enemy) (Scratch one)
Low altitude bombing Anti-submarine approach

8+ Enemy tactics - Attempted to crash-dive.

9. Brief description of action (ineclude altitudes and ramnge of contact. Alti-
tudes and directions of release and withdrawal)

s - MK29 650 1b, depth bombs ut.m-?;m_ S Sl s i
A T a0 DIoiviE
10.Weapons -p].n]r!d- JDotiyls saw ealy S __,,_F e
ENE MY
i depth bombs

11.Evasive action employed - None
12 ,Ammuni tion upndld (include types and fuse settings. Indicate no. of duds.)
L MK29 depth bombs A1l exploded

(over) |



13, Results (certain) - Caused submarine to surface immediately.

1L, Damage to omn craft _ . _ _ _Effectivepess to leak-proofing and ammor _

15. For attack on submarine -
2 Submarine was- (on surface) (MMMEKEEEN) when sighted.
b) Direction of attack relative to submarine was OLS®
(c). Erapsed time between first sight of sub and fIret bomb explosien_b0 seconds

(d) Was sny part of sub in sight when bomb released Conning towsr.

16 REMARKS=- Enhnu'i.m was aim at azauqm the surface forward
port beam, distance cne-half mile, Commenced attack

immediately. The approach was made in a direction of L5
i degrees relative to the course of the submarine.
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ADDITIONAL PAGE

REMARKS (No. 16)

Lt. Gordon R, Fiss, USN, in 92-P-6 was providing night air coverage
for TAW-15 convoy in a PBY-SA armed with four MK 29 six hundred and fifty
pound depth charges with 50 foot depth settings. An enemy submarine was
sighted at 2230 Q, 27 August at Lat. 17°-40' Long. 74°50'. The submarine
was visually sighted in the moon path three miles astern of the main conwoy
body, Plly surfaced.

It was sighted about one quarter of a mile off the port beam, estimated
speed eight to ten knots. The altitude of the plane was five hundred feet
and an attack was commenced immediately without additional power to prevent
gaining too much speed, since it was apparent the submarine could not sub-
merge prior to the drop, The approach was made into the moon path 235°
relative to the submarine, at an attempted lead of three quarters of the sub-
marine's length. The starboard manual bomb relsase was pulled when the sub-
marine was about 200 feet distant and about 45° relatiwe bearing; a speed of
125 knots and an altitude of 50-75 feet was obtained at the instant of the drop.
The second pilot released the port bombs manually about 1 second later; the
gubmarine was submerging with the bow awash as far as the conning tower at
the time of release.

"A quick glance astern a few seconds later rewealed the conning tower
becoming obliterated by the bomb upheaval. Members of the crew in the walst
hatech stated the stern of the submarine was ralsed clear of the water, How-
ever I did not see this, my attention being necessarily on the alrplane which
was close to the water.

"A Corvette was sighted sbout two miles away while commencing a return
circle and the word "SUB SUB"™ was flashed by Aldis lamp. Upon completing
the circle to the position of the drop a flare was released, At this time
the submarine was sighted again on the surface in the moon path but lost as
we continued the circle, It was sighted once again on the succesive pircle.

"The Corvette was approaching and commenced firing at asbout two to
three hundred yards. It continued to approach and rammed the submarine.
A pgreat deal of gun fire was issuing from what appeared to be the submarine

and the Corvette.

"After about five to ten minutes the submarine and Corvette separated
sbout two hundred yards with the pun fire attack continuing., After about
fifteen minutes a destroyer epproached from the direction of the conwvoy and
it too opened fire from about three hundred yards. After a few minutes the
firing ceased and the Corvette approached closer. Two small life boats
were then seen in the wlednity. I did not see the submarine disappear but
latar an oil slick was observed and sharp white flashes which appeared to be
gun fire was issuing from the general area at sbout fiwe second interwvals,
However upon closer observation it was seen that no submarine was afloat and
that the flashes were coming from what looked like under the water, since
they could be seen dimly prior to their final bubble like flash. This con-
tinued for an hour while prisoners were being picked up. At 0050 we returned
to base,"



HEADQUARTERS
TENTH NAVAL DISTRICT Adm/ jws
NILO/A16~3 San Juan, Puerto Hico
Serial CCSF 0242
Ly September, 1942

FIRST ENDORSCEMENT to:
Comdt, NOH, Ouantanamo
1tr. Serial 0299 of 3 Sept.

1942,
BONFEEENTIAL,
From: The Commander, Caribbean Sea Frontier.
To: The Commander-in-Chief, United States Atlantic Flest.
Subject: Attack on enemy submarine by HMCS OAKVILLE.
1. Forwarded.
2. The Commander, Caribbean Sea Frontier is in thorough

agreement with the remarks of Commandant, Naval Operating Base, Guan-
tanamo, in paragraph five (5), of basic letter. The activities of the
LEA in connection with this affair and thereafter are being investi-
gated.

;3; Je H. Hﬂﬂwr
J. H. HOOVER

E1;5.- Elin I onnevult Lihrary

w -uu. h

UO0D DR, 5200.9 (9/27/58)
Date. A/I/d'-f

Signature. :
Carl 7 —‘-jﬁmyg—



Office of the Commandant
UNITED STATES NAVAL OPERATING BASE

File no. NB37/M16 Guantanamec Bay, Cuba 10-P
Serial 0299
Sept. 3, 1942
GoNFEEENTEAL
From: Commandant.
To: Commander-in-Chief United States Atlantic Fleet.
Via: Commander Caribbean Sea Frontier.
SUBJECT: Attack on enemy submarine by HMCS OAKVILLE.
Enclosure: (A) Commanding Officer, HMCS OAKVILLE, report of
attack on "U-94" dated 29 August 1942,
1, Enclosure (A) is forwarded herewith.
24 This attack was conducted with great energy and

determination. Every method of destruction available %o the
Commanding Officer was employed. While it is not intended
to detract even a scintilla of praise due to Captain King
of the OAKVILLE and for the courage he, his officers and
men displayed during the entire incident, and subsequently
in bringing his severely damaged ship into port unassisted,
several points present themselves which might be worthy of
commant .

: 3. It is pointed out that the submarine was init-
ially bombed by a plane of Patrol Squadron 92 during which

" fbur 650 pound depth bombs were dropped. The pilot of the
<@l ane, Lieutenant Gordon R. Fiss, U.S.N., observed the sub-

marine on the surface and members of the plane crew observed
the stern of the submarine to be forced out of the water by
the explosion of the bombs. The plane crew further observed
that the submarine did not submerge or disappear from the sur-
face of the water until after the OAKVILLE sunk her by gunfire.
It was later learned from members of the submarine crew that
the vessel was damaged by the original bembing to the extent
of being unable to submerge, all lights in the vessel being
extinguished, and its speed reduced from ten to twelve lmots.

Lie The matter of ramming the submarine by the OAK-
VILLE after the enemy vessel had been damaged by bombing and
while under fire by all guns that bore from the OAKVILLE, ap-
pears to be extending the doctrine beyond the limits of neces-
sity. It is pointed out, however, that the Commanding Officer
of the OAKVILLE did not know to what extent the submarine had

-]l =



0ffice of the Commandant
UNITED STATES NAVAL OPERATING BASE
Ouantanamo Bay, Cuba 10-p

File no. NB37/A16
Serial 0299 Sept. 3, 1942

SUBJECT: Attack on enemy submarine by HMCS OAKVILLE

been damaged but, after the first unsuccessful attempt at
ramming, it appears that the submarine was unable to submerge
or to offer battle with her guns, This comment is made in
view of certain severe damage, if not the sinking of the OAK-
VILLE, in carrying out repeated remidings.

Se While the rescue of members of the submarine crew
was a highly humane act, it is submitted that under the cir-
cumstances the protection of the convoy was of immadiate con-
cern of the Commanding Officer of the LEA. On the other hand,
the OAKVILLE being severely damaged and making water, properly
engaged in the rescue work if by so doing the Commanding Officer
was assured that steps looking toward saving his own ship
were not necessary.

(. The Commanding Officer, OAKVILLE, in ordering the
sinking submarine boarded, showed outstanding foresight under

the circumstances and his conduct in this respect was extra-
ordinarily meritorious.

/s/ Geo. L, Weyler
GE0. L. WEILER

i1 .:I.._;‘t::aevalt Library
OCGLACSIFIED
i DOD DIR. s200. s/27/s8)

Date- a f;/d* 7

ssemature- gyl 7 ety



From: TheCommanding Officer
, HMCS OAKVILLE Brantisn 5. p i
Date 29th August 19L2 b BLAS SFFIE[]! brary
To: The Commandant. ‘U LI, 5
Naval Operating Base 200.9 (8/27/58)
Cuantanamo Bay, Cuba Date. 374/ /.r_;-
Subject: REPORT OF ATTACK ON "U-9L" o
A1 times G.M.T. Sigaturey (22¢0 7 fdhm
P 01, E‘;E-‘ H
SUBMITTED: Vi

While escorting TAW 15 from Curacac to Ouantanamo on
Thursday, 27 August, 1942, in Latitade D.R. 17° 4O' North, Longi-
tude D. R. 7L® 22' West, the following incident took place:

At 0258Z/28th August, H.M.C.S. OAKVILLE was screening
convoy, Station 5,000 yards 30° from port column, speed 12 knots;
~::-:::1|.u'uri of convoy 351° true, speed of advance 8 knots, state of
sea 34.

Visibility L miles up moon and 2 miles down moon, the
convoy being plainly wvisible,

(1) SubLieutenant E, G, Scott, RCNVR. was on watch at
0258Z/28th and ship was in station on its outward zigzag steering
300° true when three explosions were heard ahead. A column of
water was observed fine on the port bow about one mile distant,
course was altered towards and the Commanding Officer called,

speed increased to 15 knots.

(2) The “ommanding Officer ordered guns crew, depth
charge party and all officers called.

(3) United States aircraft was flashing "S's" by signal
lamp at surface of water but no object was visible,

(k) Adreraft circled and dropped a flare ahead which
was extinguished on contact with water.

(5) Immediately "Full speed shead" was ordered; sub-
marine alarm sounded and Engine Room informed we were about to

drop depth charges.

(6) Five charge pattern "B" set to 100 feet was dropped
on the approximate position of the flare without AJS contact;
altered course 30° to starboard, reduced speed to revolutions,
depth charge pattern "B" set. S b



~SECRET

(7) Immediately afterwards Aés contact was obtained 10
degrees on the starboard bow bearing 335° true, range 600 yards.
"Full speed ahead" ordered, course was altered towards and bearing
was reported moving rapidly left. Less than one-half minute after-
wards Sublieutenant K. O, Fenwick, RCNR. sighted the bow of a sub-
marine on the bearing indicated about half a cable distant on the
starboard bow moving left and alightly opening. Two white rockets
were:fired, Course was altered to ram and First Lieutenant ordered
to shore up bulkheads. The submarine passed under out bow "Hard
a Port" ordered and the submarine bumped against the portside.

(8) The port 5's opened fire on the bow of the submarine
which was the only portion visible. The order "Hard a starboard"
was given to open the range in order to bring the L" gun to bear
and to ram, When the range had opened te about one csble, cne
round of l" was fired at the bow which landed close by, ship's
course was altered to a collision bearing and two rounds L" were
fired at the conning tower which was by this time visible. Ume
hit.was observed on the conning tower. At this time the Cerliken
was raking the submarine, also .5's Lewis gun and small arms to such
an extent that it was impossible for the submarine to man any gun
throughout the action, markmanship being extremely effective.

(9) The submarine was taking avoiding action, complstely
surfaced and had increased speed considerably. The submarine passed
shead across to the starboard side and at this time one 4" shell
carried away the 88 mm. deck gun. OAKVILLE maneuvered to ram and
struck the starboard side of the submarine which passed down the
portside. Order given to fire depth charge and one charge exploded
directly under the submarine. Submarine rapidly decreased speed.
OAKVILLE maneuvered to open range sufficiently to again ram. This
was carried out at approximately 03L5Z/28. Submarine being rammed
squarely abaft the conning tower; OAKVILLE receiving three distinct
shocks.

(10) Dome and oscillator were smashed and Asdic compart-
ment flooded, No. 2 boiler room leaking considerably. Steps were
taken to control the damape by shoring up watertight bulkheads.

(11) After the submarine had been rammed, OAKVILLE was
laid alongside in moderately heavy swell and SubLieutenant H. E. T.
succeeded in boarding (see separate report) OAKVILLE opened to
about ohe-half cable and twc survivors, the Commanding Officer end
one mechanic, swam over and climbed on board with assistance. The
port sea boat was sent away with SubLiéutenant K. D, Fenwick, RCNR.,
in charge to assist the boarding party and collect prisoners.

L LAl ol el
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(12) The USS LEA was requested to close submarine to
cover OAKVIILE's boarding party in case submarine should sink,

(13) The submarine was afloat for some 15 minutes after
final ramming, sinking by the stern at approximately 0L00Z/28.

(1) The starboard sea boat was sent away in charge of
SublLieutenant E, G, Scott, RCNVR., as scon as submarine was observed
to have sunk to assist in the rescue of boarding pary but they had
already been picked up by the pott sea boat and put on board the
USS LEA.

(15) The starboard sea boat picked u]:l three survivors and
had two elinging to the gunwales,

(16) A motor boat from USS LEA put out in response to
request and was directed by the two officers in charge of OAKVIILE's
boats to the area where the survivors were swimming.

(17) The starboard sea boat brought back SubLieutenant
H. E. T. Lawrence and the three prisoners already in the boat,
the port beat having already returned to OAEVILLE with Stoker
Petty Officer Fowell,

(18) At 0506 engines "Slow ahead" closing USS LEA to
pick up our boats. Difficulty was experienced in hoisting boats
due to heavy swell and defective disengaging gear. At this time
considerable activity was observed from the direction of the con-
voy and I decided to tow the sea boats temporarily.

(19) The starboard sea boat had been damaged to some ex-
tent and broke away. We therefore made another attempt to hoist
the port sea boat which was eventually successful and by 0705Z/283
we were under way and increased speed to 10 knots, proceeding to
overtake convoy.

(20) Set course for (Cuantsnamo, arriving without further
incident at 1722Z/28.

(21) Prisoners were taken ashore by U, S. Authorities
and we secured at "A" Wharf at 1518Z/28.

In conclusion, I would like to pay tribute to the pilot
~of the U, 5, aircraft for his excellent reconnaissance work in
spotting submarine; a splendid example of the cooperation between
our respective Services.

Franklin D, oo ¢ Library /s/ Clarence A. King
HEG: ! mmm A. KIH’G’ Lto Gmdr-, RCNR.

0ol |



Headquarters
TENTH NAVAL DISTRICT
San Juan, Puerto Rice JWS

NDLO/A16-3/A1L-1
Serial CCSF-00113-42 11 September, 1942
FIRST ENDORSEMENT to -
s cret ltr.
pm18/Al-1/AL-3 serial
(00768) dated 2 Sept.

1942.
CONFIOENT AL
From: The Commander, Caribbean Sea Frontier.
To: The Commander-in-Chief, U. S. Atlantic Fleet.
Subject: Submarine Attack on Convoy TAW-15 and sinking
of German Submarine U=9L.
Reference: (a) CCSF 1tr. NDIO/A16-3, Serial 022 of i
September 1942.
b IS Forwarded.

/s/ J. H. Hoover

J. H. HOOVER

Frmkl in D. ch

DEGLASS g™
0D g, 5200.9 (9/27/5¢,



DDL18/AL-1/AL-3/(00768) U. S. S. LEA (DD118)
Care Postmaster

CoNFIDENTIAL New York, N. Y.

TSR —— Sept. 2, 1942

Sfmiei?

From: TheCommanding Officer, U. S. 5. LEA - Escort
Commander - Escort Oroup 92.1.8

To: The Commander in Chief, U, 5. Atlantic Fleet.

Via: Commander Caribbean Sea Frontier,

Subject: Submarine Attack on Convoy TAW-15 and Skining of

German Submarine U-9.

Reference: (a) CinCLant Conf. Ltr. 7CL-L2
(b) U. S. Nawvy Regulations Art. 712 and 87L(6).

1. In accordance with reference (a) the following report
is submitted: -

On August 27, 1742 Convoy TAW-15, consisting of twenty-
nine ships, was enroute from Trinidad, B.W.I. to Key West, Florida.
The Convoy was formed up in seven columns with three to fiwve ships
in each column. The Convoy Commodore, Commander C. B. Platt, U.S.N.,
was in the 55 ESS0 ARUBA, the leading ship in the third column.
Convoy course was 351°T., convoy speed 8 knots.

The escort group consisted of the USS LEA (DDL18),
Escort Commander, HNMS JAN VAN BRAKEL, HMCS HALIFAX, OAKVILLE, and
SNOWBERRY, PC559, SCL99, 506 and $22, The dispositicn of the escort
group was as follows: JAN VAN BRAKEL ahead, HMCS HALIFAX on star-
board bow, SC506 on starboard beam, PC559 on starboard quarter,
S€522 astern, HMCS OAKVILLE on port quarter, SCLL9 port beam,
HMCS SNOWBERRY on port bow., All distances 5000 yard from convoy.
A11 ships were patrolling station except the SC boats whose
limited fuel capacity will not permit patrolling station on a
trip of this length. the USS LEA was patroll outer screen
across entire rear and both quarters, distance to 9000

yards.

The convoy was in latituds 17°54' N,, longituds 7L°36' W.,
on course 351°T., speed 8 knots. A full moon was directly over-
head; a clear bright moonlight night with excellent visibility.
The wind and sea were from the east, both force L. This caused
moderate high swells and some white caps. Depth of water was about
1000 fathoms. The estimated sound range was 2500 yards.

At 2300 August 27 the explosion of depth charges was
felt. Almost immediately thereafter an aircraft flare was sighted
on the port quarter of the convey in the sector patrolled by HMCS
OAKVILLE. This was followed by another shock which was thought to
be a depth charge barrage. LEA went to full speed, headed for the
flare and sounded general quarters. In about ten minutes rockets
and gun fire could be seen coming from the direction of the OAKVILLE,



Hm:tﬁflh-léw-aﬂm?ﬁﬂ}
Saptember 2, 1942

SUBJECT : Submarine Attack on Convoy TAW-15 and Sinking
of German Submarine U-9L4 (Centinued)

Upon spproaching the OAKVILLE a dark object could be seen in the
water close to her. Machine gun tracers from the OAKVILLE could
be seen ricocheting off the object. OAKVILLE reported over
2110 kes and 3000 kes (voice) that she had rammed a submarine twice
and was now firing on her. He was asked if he needed assistance and
replied that he did not. LEA then headed for the port gquarter of
convoy to take the OAKVILLE's station and ordered all escorts te
remain on stations. Before completing the turmn away the OAKVILLE
requested the LEA to close her as she was taking water badly. LEA
closed the OAKVIILE and saw off her port beam a submarine with
gonning tower and forward deck awash. In the water many survivors
were swimming around. A boat was lowered and a boarding officer
[ and party were sent to the submarine to pick up any information
‘ . possible~and take any prisoners. When the boat arrived only the
“  conning tower was visible above the water and this soon disappeared
below the surface., However a boarding party from the OAKVILLE had
gotten sboard and one officer had gone below in the darimess to
look around. He stopped by the LEA on his was back to the OAKVILLE
and reported the control room was a complete shambles and the
submarine was filling up rapidly. He did not hawve time for a
thorough examination in the darkness and reported he had been
unable to find snything of importance, however, he stated the
ship was the German Submarine U-9L.

It was later found oht that the escort patrol plane
had spotted the submarine on the surface well off the quarter of
the convoy, approaching for an attack and had bombed it, then
dropped flares. - Appsrently the bombing had disabled the submarine
to such an extent that he could not submerge. The OAKVILLE then
picked it up on the surface in the light of the flare and had
attacked with gun fire and rammed twice. The first time the bow
gun of the submarine was knocked off. the OAKVILLE had knocked
off her sound dome and opened a hole in her forward firerocom.

At 0400 August 28, while standing by the OAEKVILLE and
awaiting the return of the boat, a burst of flame illuminated the
sky in the direction in which the convoy had disappeared. This
was followed by many flares, rockets and starshells, '

The boat was immediately recalled and hoisted aboard.
By this time the OAKVILLE had investigated the extent of damage
and signalled that although one boiler room was flooded out and
the hull forward was leaking she could proceed cautiously to
Guantanamo Bay at very slow speed. The LEA then went to full
speed in order to rejoin the convoy. Twenty one German prisoners
were picked up by this vessel. It was later found out that the
OAKVILLE had picked up five more, smong whom was the Captain of the
Submarine,

Ll
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Dm18/AL-1 ;m-a;gmm) September 2, 1942

SUBJECT: Submarine Attack on Convoy TAN-15 and Sinking
of German Submarine &-94 (Continued).

Upon rejoining the convoy communication was established
with the SC522 who reported that the SS SAN FABIN and the SS
ROTTERDAM, the first and second ships respectively in the second
colwm had definitely been sunk and it was thought that the Convoy
Commodore's ship, the S5 ESSOARUBA, the first ship in the third
column had been hit but did not know if it had been sunk, It was
later found out that although the ESSO ARUBA had been hit she re-
mained afloat and made Ouantanamo with the convoy. The 5522
further reported that he had picked up 59 survivors from the SAN
FABIN and the ROTTERDAM.

Inquiries of the Convoy Commodore brought out the fact
that no one in the convoy saw the submarine, nor did any of the
escorts. He also stated that all three ships were torpedoed on
the port side, Immediately after the explosions were heard, the
SNOWBEBRY conducted a starshell search down the port side of the
convoy. All other vessels conducted a sound search, and where
equipped, a radar search, over their entire stations, but of no
avail,

From an analysis of the facts presented, namely,
(1) a bright moonlight night, (2) a choppy sea, with medium
heavy swell, (3) all ships hit were in the front of the conwoy,
(L) all ships hit on port side, (5) no one in conwvoy or escorts
saw the submarine, it is my belief that the attack was made from
about 60° on the port bow of the convoy at maximum range outside
the escorts, and by one submarine. Since some German submarines
are equipped with four (L) bow tubes, it is possible that a
fourth torpedo was fired in the spread but ran erratic.

It is my opinion that the aviator on escort patrol
who first sighted the submarine, delivered the first attack and
caused sufficient damage to force it to stay on the surface to
be lighted by a flare, and the Gommanding Officer of the HMCS
OAKVILLE, who displayed keen judgement and quick decision in
ramming and otherwise damaging the submarine with gunfire, caus-
ing it to sink, both deserwve special credit.

In view of the fact that no depth charge attack was
made, or sound contact obtained on either submarine, this re-

port is made in lieu of Conf. ASW-1. Franklin D. Rocsevelt Libra
/s/ J. F. Walsh DEGLASSIFIED
J. F. WALSH
Di gt ribution: DOD DIR. s200.8 (8/27/58
(2) Original and one copy via ComCaribb to CinCLant.
(1) Copy to ComCaribb with Convoy Report. Bate= 9—/”/5'7

(1) Advance copy to COMINCH.
(1) Advance copy to LantFlt A.S.W. Officer, lst Naval

1) Copy to ComGulfSeaFront. 5 e
Eli Copy to ComDesRon-30 et & #ﬁa
-3~



A16-3 UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET

Serial 0028 ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE UNIT

7/rem 150 Causeway Street

—SECHET Boston, Massachusetts

CONEDEREA. 19 September, 1942

From: The Commanding Officer, U.S. Atlantic Fleet
Anti-Submarine Warfare Unit.

To: The Commander inChief, U.S. Atlantic Fleet,

Subject: Submarine Attack on Convoy TAW=15 and Sinking of Ugrman

Submarine U-9L.

Reference: (a) The Commandant, NOB, Ouantanamo serial

0299 of 3 September 19L2.

(b) €O, U.S.S. LEA serial 00768 of 2 September
1?[;2. (Comdr. Escort Group 92.1.8).

(¢) CO, H.M.C.S., OAKVILLE secret letter of 29
August 1942,

(d) Anti-Submarine Action Report from Patrol
Squadron 92 dated 27 August 15L2.

(e) Cominch despatch 11161l of August 19L2.

Enclosure: (A) Sketch of the possible positions of the escorts
with Convoy TAW-15 at 2300Q/27 August 1942.
(B) Analysis of reference (d)
(€) Analysis of reference (c)

La At 2300Z/27 August at the time LEA heard the first depth
bomb explosions caused by 92-P=6 escorts were placed in sectors
around the convoy in accordance With LantFlt 9A. Escorts were patrol-
ling stations at distance 5000 yards. It is hoped that the patrolling
of stations involved a variation of distances of escorts from the Con-
voy as well as a variation in bearing. The LEA (Escort Commander)
was patrolling astern and on the quarters in the secotr indicated in
Enclosure (4).

2. Visibility was reported to be from 2 to L miles and the
convoy was easily visible from OAKVILLE, However, the attack by the
ﬁmmnmzﬂ.so:ummmmmm
surfaced at about 10 knots had not been seen. Whether or not OAKVILLE
had radar equipment is not indicated.

3. The attack by 92-P-6 was well exscuted and damaged U-9k
sufficiently so that the latter did not dive. She remained on the
surface for 15 minutes after the final ramming by OAKVILLE. In view
of the difficulty in sinking U-9L it may be assumed that the attack by
92-P-6 did not rupture the pressure hull. It must be assumed that
reference () was not available to Patrol Squadron’ 92"binte all cdspilit Library

bombs were set for DECLASSIFIED
DOD DIR. s200.9 (9/27/68)
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UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET

A6-3 ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE UNIT
Serial 0028 150 Causeway St.

7/rem Boston, Massachusetts
SECRET-

m———tea A

Subject: Submarine Attack on Convoy TAW-15 and Sinking of
German Submarine U-94.

50 feet, Had 25 fest settings been used it seems likely the sttack
by 92-P=56 would have been much more destructive.

L. This incident furnished a splendid example of coordination
between an aireraft and a surface wessel which resulted in the destruct-
ion of the German U-boat 9.

Se Interrogation of survivors of U-94 will aid in the estimate
of the damage done by 92-P-6 but it seems reasonable that in view of
the uncertainty of this prior damage OAKVILLE was justified in ramming
tactics until it became clear that the submarine was unable to escape.

6. LEA ordered all escorts to remain on their stations. Some-
how in the excitement and in spite of the high visibility mut.h-r subma-
rine attacked from the port side of the convoy at nhooq;zﬁ
sbout 1 hour and 4O minuted after the first bombing of l‘l—}?h Iit.ho'ut. be-
ing seen. In view of the extreme accuracy of the salvo (3 ships were
hit but only 2 sank) it seems most likely the torpedoes were fired
from close range by a submarine on the surface "flooded down"™ or from per-
iscope depth. Firing from the periscope depth at short range seems
possible in this attack since the visibility was reported as excellent
with eclear bright moonlight.

Te It is unfortunate that 92-P-6 returned to base at 0500Q/28
August (There appears to be some discrepancy in the times used by sur-
face vessels and plane). It was not reported whether a relief was fur-
nished. The attack by the second submarine must have occurred about
the time 92-P-6 took its departure from TAN-15.

8. The establishment of woice communication with 92-P-6 was
not reported by LEA. Communication by light from the aireraft to OAK-
VILLE was quite effective, and in any case it is felt that the air-
craft might have been directed to continue screening operations since

OAKVILLE spparently had the situation well in hand. Such action might
poas:l.'bl have pnmt-d the :tmk on the mn'm;r 'lhiuh occurred at
0400, 28 August. s v D. Rocsevelt Library
i GLhSSiHED
i DOD DIR. s200.5 (8/27/88)
Date- A u/SF
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A16-3 UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET

Serial 0028 ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE UNIT
7/rem 150 Causeway St.
Boston, Massachusetts
CONFPEDENTIAL
Sept. 19, 1942,
SECRET
Sub ject: Submarine Attack on Convoy TAW-15 and Sinking of
German Submarine U-9L.
e The transmission of this correspondence via

registered mail within the continental limits of the Unitad
States is authorized.

J/e/ T. L. Lewis

T. L. LENIS
1kl Eoﬂumrnlt Library
TECLASSIFIED

[21 /B8)
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UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE UNIT
' 150 Causeway Street
SECHET Boston, Massachusetts

ANALYSIS OF ATRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

Reference: (a) VP-92 Aircraft Action with Enemy Report dated
h-lg'lllt 2?] 1?1‘20

1. Following is the ldentifying data covering the subject
attack:

(a) Unit: VP-92
(b) Adrplane type: FPBY-5A.

Squadron No.: 92-P-6.

Fllot: Lieutenant Gordon R. Fiss, USN.
(e) Location of attack - Latitude 1‘1::_4;3 N.

Longitude 7 w.

(d) Date - h"ﬂ't 27, 1942,

Time - 2230, LZT (2300 as reported by Escort Commander;

2258 by H.M.C.S. OAKVILLE(.

2. Pilot sighted a submarine about one quarter of a mile
off the port beam, estimated speed eight to ten knots. The U-boat
was three miles astern of the main convoy body, fully surfaced, and
plainly visible in the moonlight. Approach was p rly made from
down moon, and attack was prompily delivered at 235° relatiwe to the
U-boat, speed 125 knots, #traltitude 50-75 feet. Attempt was made to
lesad the U-boat three quarters of its length, a sound estimate. The
starboard manual bomb release was pulled at about 200 feet distance and
the port bomb release about one second later. Obviously these est-
imates are in error since the explosion enveloped the submarine, Had
the starboard bombs been released at 200 feet distance, altitude 50
feet, they would hawve hit the water over 200 feet beyond the submarine
and the port bombs, one second later, would have struck over LOO feet
beyond. Evidently the starboard bombs were released at about LSO
feet distance (underwater carry of 60 feet) and are the cnes that
exploded under the submarine.

3. No explanation is contained in the report of the use of
manual release. The electrical release, with intervalometer, is more

accurate and giwves the proper stick spacing. It is noted that in an
attack by this same pilot on June 26, the first bomb failed to release
and was considered to be the cause of a failure to straddle or hit the

U=boat. anklin D. Roosevelt Library

BEBLASSiHED
-1- pob DIR. s200.8 (8/27/58)
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UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
ANTI-SUBMARTNE WARFARE UNIT

150 Causeway Street
Boston, Massachusetts

Secret: Analysis of Aireraft Action Report.

— e S S S e e

L. Flare was properly not used on the attack since the U-Baat

was plainly visible.

Be The subsequent action of the pilot in guiding the corvette
to the attack by signal and flare resulted in good teamwork, Communi-
cation difficulties have been so great in the past that successful use
of even the elementary signals used in this case are encouraging. It
is thought that the pilot should have dropped another flare on a sub-
sequent sighting of the submarine after his first flare had been ex-
tinguished, to assure contact by the corvette.

6. The use of 25 foot depth settings is even more definitely
indicated at night than in daylight. and probably would have caused
lethal damage in this case. By the use of 50 foot settings the pilot
simply was subjected to a self imposed handicap. That the submarine
actually was damaged to the extent that it was unable to submerge may
be attributed to good aim by the pilot and bomber and to the fact that
the heavy Mark 29 depth charges were used,

' As a direct result of this attack the U-boat was destroyed
and prisoners taken., The pilot and crew deserve every credit for a
successful attack.



UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE UNIT
150 Causeway Street

GECREY Boston, Massachusetts

ANALYSIS OF ACTION REPORT
H.M.C.5. l‘.}m

Attack at 2345, LZT, August 27, 1942, Employment: Escort of
Latitude 17-54 Nj Longitude 7L-36 W. Convoy TAW-15

Weather conditions : Sea moderate - wind force L.
Sound conditions: 2500 yards.

Renge at which contact was obtained: 600 yards.
Range at which contact was lost: Not lost - submarine sighted.

The report of these attacks is made as a chronological history
of events rather than on the standard from ASW-1., Accordingly it must
be analysed in the same fashion.

The first attack was a five charge pattern of depth charges set
at 100 feet dropped on the approximate position of the flare dropped
by the plane, No contact was made. This was an urgent attack prop-
erly delivered in view of possible deanger to the to the convoy.
Though the position of 5000 yards on the port quarter, if that be
assumed the nearest position of the potential submarine to the convoy,
was not a favorable one for attack, an urgent attack under these cir-
cumstances may well divert the submarine from its efforts to obtain
a more favorable position, ceusing him to submerge or to escapt at

hight speed.

Immediately afterward sound contact was obtained at 600 yards,
10 degrees on the starboard bow. Course was altered toward the bear-
ing end full speed was ordered. The intended depth charge attack was
again to be an urgent one since little time was available to evaluate
the target's motion and danger to the convoy was still present. Less
than one-half minute later the bow of a submarine was sighted on the
contact bearing, distant 100 yards, moving left, as was also indicated
by the sound contact. Two white warning rovkets were properly fired.
Attempt was immediately made to ram, and though the OAKVILLE missed on
this pass due to insufficient time to turn, the conning officer in
seamanlike fashion used the kick of the rudder by his order of 'Hard
aport' to give the submarine an unfriendly nudge with his port side.

Franklin D, Roosevelt Libra.y

DECLASSIFIED
DOD DIR. s200.9 (9/27/58)
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The port 50 calibre machine guns were the first to be brought
to bear and opened fire at the bow. The conning officer opened the
range to bring the lj inch gun to bear and to ram. In this maneuver
he displayed excellent seamanship and a fine knowledge of the tactical
characteristies of his ship. All guns which could bear were in use:
i inch, Oerlikon, 50 calibre, and small arms, which swept the sub-
marine's deck clear. One shot carriedaway the U-boat's deck gun.
Despite the avoiding action and increase of speed of thelU-boat, OAE-
VILLE rammed her on the starboard side, then uséd her only remaining
weapon, the depth charge, to further blast the enemy as they dropped
aft tovport. The depth setting used was not stated but is is assumed
it was shallow,

After this attack the submarine decreased speed. The OAKVILLE
then mansuvered to ram a third time, which was done at 2345, the
only time given in the report since the first sighting of the airplane
flare. As a result of this the OAKVILLE received considerable damage
herself., As a matter of pure hindsight, it appears that this final
ramming was perhaps unnecessary. This is so stated not because of the
damage to the OAKVILLE which did result, but because it must have been
evident by this time that the submarine could neither submerge nor
escape on the surface, The entire action had taken sbout three-
quarters of an hour, and during this time the submarine would certain-
ly have taken advantage of any capability she had of escaping. It
is thought that the use of gunfire alone was sufficient to complete
the jobe

The rescue of survivors and boarding of the submarine reflects
additional credit upon the Commanding Officer and crew of the OAE-

VILLE. This was a most determined attack and is exemplary of the
tenacious and aggressive spirit necessary in anti-submarine warfare.

n o aapwalt LibTary
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UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
g;::;l 00e8 ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE UNIT
180 CAUBEWAY BTREET ;
BOSTOMN. MASSACHUBETTS
-BECREE-
10 CFP 1049
From: The Commanding Officer, U, 8, Atlantic Fleet
Anti-Submarine Warfare Unit,
To : The Commander in Chief, U,3, Atlantic Flaet,
Sub ject: Submarine Attack on Convoy TAW=15 and Sinking of

German Submarine U-94,

Reference: (a) The Commandant, NOB, Guantanamo serial

0299 of 3 September 1942,

(b) co, U.,S,8, LEA merial Q0768 of 2 September
1942, (Comdr, Escort Group 92,1.8),.

(e) CO, H.M.C,S, OAKVILLE secret letter of 29
August 1942,

(d) Anti-Submarine Action Report from Patrol
Squadron 92 dated 27 August 1942,

(6) Comineh despatch 111614 of August 1942,

Enelosure: (A) Sketech of the possible positions of the
escorts with Convoy TAW-15 at 2300Q/27
August 1942,
(B) Analysis of reference }d}
(C) Analysis of reference (¢

1 At 2300Q/27 August at the time LEA heard the first
depth bomb explosions caused by 98-P-6 eight escorts were placed
in sectors around the convoy in accordance with LantFlt 9A,
Escorts were patrolling stations at distanee 5000 yards, It is
hoped that the patrolling of stations invelved a variation of
distances of escorts from the Convoy as well as a variation in
bearing, The JPA (Escort Commander) was patrolling astern and
on the quarters in the sector indicated in Enclosure (A),

2. Visibility was reported to be from 2 to 4 miles and
the convey wae easily visible from OAKVILLE, However, the attack
by the planc vas within 2 miles of (MIVILLE and the submhrine
mngfull‘r surfaced at about 10 knots had not been seen,
Wihether or not OAKVILLE had radar equipment is not indicated,

S The attack by 92-P-6 was well executed and damaged
U-94 lurfiaiantly so that the latter did not dive, She re-
mained on the surface for 15 minutes after the final ramming
by OAKVILLE., In view of the difficulty in sinking U-94 it may
be assumed that the attaclk by 92-P-§ did not rupture the pres-
sure hull, It must be assumed that reference (e) was not avail-
able to Patrol Squadron 92 since all depth bombs were set fop

-l
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Alfes UHIT!ﬁ.BTATEE ATLANTIC FLEET

23::;1 oogs ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE UNIT
180 CAUSEWAY BTREET
BOSTON, MASSACHUSBSETTS
—SECRETF— September 19, 1942
Sub ject: Submarine Attack on Convoy TAW-15 and Sinking of

German Submarine U-94,

—---.---‘--- ------ L . -

50 feet. Had 25 feet settings been used it secems likely the
attack by 92-P-6 would have been much more destructive.

4. This incident furnishes a splendid example of co-
ordination between an aireraft and a surface vessel which re-
sulted in the destruction of the German U-boat 94,

Se Interrogation of survivors of U-94 will aid in the
estimate of the damage done by 92-P-6 but it scems reasonable
that in view of the uncertainty of this prior damage OAKVILLE
was justified in ramming tactics until it became clear that
the nuh?arina was unable to escape,

6 LEA ordered all escorts to remain on their stations,
Comehow in the exoitement and in spite of the high visibility,
another submarine attacked from the port side of the convoy at
0040Q/28 August about 1 hour and 40 minutes after the first
bombing of U-84 without being seen. In view of the extreme ac-
curacy of the salvo (3 ships were hit but only 2 sank) 1t

, 8eems most likely the torpedoes were fired from close range
' by a submarine on the surface "flooded down" or from periscope

depth. Firing from periscope depth at short range seems posse-
ible in this attack since the visibility was reported as ex-
cellent with clear bright moonlight,

N 7. It is unfortunate that 92-P-6 returned to base at
0050Q/28 August (There appears to be some discrepancy in the
times used by surface vessels and plane), It was not reported
whether a relief was furnished, The attack by the second sub~
marine must have occurred about the time 92-P-6 took its de-
parture from TAW-15,

8, The establishment of voice communication with 92-P-6
was not reported by LEA, Communication by 1lIght from the aircraft
to OAKVILLE was quite effective, and in any case it is felt that
the alreraft might have been directed to continue screening op-
erations since OAKVILLE apparently had the situation well in
hand., BSuch action might possibly have prevented the attack on
the convoy which occurred at 0040, 28 August.

-



UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
Al6-3

Serial GbEB ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE UNIT
‘?frm 180 CAUSEWAY STREET
BOSTOMN, MABSACHUSETTS

SBeRET September 19, 1942,

Subject: Submarine Attack on Convoy TAW-15 and Sinking of
German Submarine U-94,

9. The transmission of this corresrondence via
reglstorod mail within the continental limits of the United
statos is authorized.

T. L. LEWIS,

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED
DOD DIR. s200.5 (s/27/5¢)

Date- 2//1/5
gignature- ( 2zl 5 #AM
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UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET

ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE UNIT
180 CAUSEWAY STREET

% BOSTON, MASBACHUBETTS

ANALYSIS OF AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT
Reference: (a) VP-92 Alreraft Action with Enemy Report dated
August 27, 1942,

2 1, Following 1s the identifying data covering the
subject attack: |

%' (a) Unit: VP-92
R 5 Ai:glana type: PBY-5A.
‘ Squadron No,.: 92-P-6.
Pilot: Lieutenant Gordon R, Fiss, USN.
(¢) Location of attack - Latitude 17-40 ¥,
S ! Longitude 74-50 W,

} (d) Date - August 27, 1942,

Time - 2230, LZT (2300 as reported by Escort Com-
mender; 2258 by H.M.C.S., CAEVILLE).

2 Pilot sighted a submarine about one quarter of a
mile off the port beam, eatimated speed eight to ten knots,
The U-boat was three miles astern of the main convoy body,
fully surfaced, and plainly visible in the moonlight. Ap-
praeach was properly made from down moon, and attack was prompt-
ly delivered at 235° relative to the U-boat, speed 125 knots,
at altitude 50-75 feet., Attempt was made to lead the U-boat
three quarters of its length, a sound estimate. The starboard
manual bomb release was pulled at about 200 feet distance and
the port bomb release about ofe ‘second later. Obviously these
estimates are in error since the explosion enveloped the sub-
marine, Had the starboard bombs been released at 200 feet dis-
tance, altitude 50 feet, they would have hit the water over 200
feet beyond the submarine and the port bombs, one second later,
would have struck over 400 feet beyond, Evidently the star-
board bombs were released at about 460 feet distance (underwater
carry of 60 feet) and are the ones that exploded under the
submarine,

3. No explanation is contained in the report of the
use of manual release, The electrical release, with inter-
valometer, is more accurate and gives the proper stick spacing,
It 1s noted that in an attack by this same pilot on June 26,
the first bomb falled to release and was considered to be the
cause of a failure to straddle or hit the U-boat.

ENCLOSURE (&) TO
LANTFLT ASW_UNIT
SERIAL Q0
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UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET

ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE UNIT
180 CAUSEWAY STREET
BOSTON. MASSBACHUSETTS

EECRET™
Sub ject: Analysis of Aircraft Action Report.
4, Plare was properly not used on the attack since the

U-boat was plainly wvisible,.

5. The subsequent action of the pilot in guiding the
corvette to the attack by signal and flare resulted in good
teamwork, Communication difficulties have been sc great in
the past that successful use of even the elementary signals
used in this case are encouraging. It is thought that the pilot
should have dropped another flare on & subsequent sighting of
the submarine after his first flare had been extinguished, to
assure contact by the corvette.

6. The use of 25 foot depth settings is even more de-
finitely indicated at night than in daylight and probably would
have caused lethal damage in this case, By the use of 50 foot
setfings the pildt simply was subjected to d self imposed
handicap, That the submarine actually was damaged to the ex-
tent that it was unable to submerge may be attributed to good
aim by the pilot and bomber and to the fact that the heavy
Mark 29 depth charges were used,

7 As a direct result of this attack the U-boat was
destroyed and prisoners taken, The pllot and crew deserve
every credit for a successful attack,

venklin D. Focsevelt Library
DECLASSIFIED
00D DIR. s200.5 (o/27/58)
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UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE UNIT
1B CAUSEWAY STREET
m BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

ANALYSIS OF ACTION REPORT
H,1M,C,8, OAKVILLE

Attack at 2345, LZT, August 27, 1942, DImployment: Escort of
Letitude 17-54 N; Longitude 74-36 W, Cenvoy TAW-15,

Weather gonditions : Sea moderate - wind force 4,
Sound conditions: 2500 yards,

Range at which contact was obtained: 600 yards,
Range at which contact was lost: Not lost - submarine sighted,

The report of these attacks is made as a chronological
history of events rather than on the standard form ASW-1. Ac-
cordingly it must be analyzed in the same fashion,

The first attack was a five charge pattern of depth charges
set at 100 feet dropped on the approximate position of the
flare dropped by the plane. No contact was made, This was an
urgent attack properly delivered in view of possible danger to
the convoy. Though the position of 5000 yards on the port
quarter, if that be assumed the nearest position of the poten-
tial submarine to the convoy, was not a favorable one for attaclk,
an urgent attack under these circumstances may well divert the
submarine from its efforts to obtain a more favorable position,
causing him to submerge or to escape at high speed.

Immediately afterward sound contact was obtained at €00
yards, 10 degrees on the starboard bow, Course was altered to-
ward the bedring and full speed was ordered, The intended depth
charge attack was again to be an urgent ono since 1ittle time
was avallable to evaluate the targot's motion and danger to the
convoy was still present, Less than one-half minute later the
bow of a submarine was sighted on the contact bearing, distant
100 yards, moving left, as was also indicated by the sound cons
tact, Two white warning rockets were properly fired, Attempt
was immediately made to ram, and though the OAKVILLE missed on
this pass due to insufficient time to turn, the conning officer
in seamanlike fashion used the kiclk of the rudder by his order
of 'Hard aport' to give the submarine an unfriendly nudge with

hi ort side, .
sl s ENCLOSUKE (&) T
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UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE UNIT
180 CAUSEWAY STREET

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
SECRST

Subject: Anslysis of Action Report - H,HI,C.S5. OAKVILLE,
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The port 50 calibre machine guns were the first to be
brought to bear and opened fire at the bow, The conning of-
ficer opened the range to bring the 4 inch gun to bear and to
ram, In this maneuver he displayed excellent seamanship and
a fine knowledge of the tactical characteristiecs of his ship.
All guns which could bear were in use: 4 inch, Oerlikon, S0
calibre, and small arms, which swept the submarine'’s deck
¢lear, One shot carried away the U-boat's deck gun., Despite
the avoiding action and increase of speed of the U-boat,
OAKVILLE rammed her on the starboard side, then used her only
remaining weapon, the depth charge, to further blast the
enemy ae they dropped aft to port. The depth setting used was
not stated but it i1s assumed it was shallow,

After this attack the submarine decreased speed. The
0. GVILLE then manouvered to ram a third time, which was done
at 2345, the only time glven in the report since the first
sighting of the airplane flare. As a result of this the
OAEVILLE received conelderable damage herself, As a matter
of pure hindsight, it appears that this final ramming was
perhaps unnecessary. This is so stated not because of the
damage to the OAKVILLE which did result, but because it must
have been svident by this time that the submarine could neither
submerge nor escape on the surface. The entire action had
taken about three-quarters of an hour, and during this time
the submarine would certainly have taken advantage ol any
capability she had of escaping., It is thought that the use of
gunfire alone was sufficient to complete the job.

The rescue of survivors and boarding of the submarine re-
flects additional credit upon the Conmanding Officer and crew
of the OAKVILLE, This was a most determined attack and is
exemplary of the tenacious and aggressive spirlt necessary in
anti-submarine warfare,

Franklin D. Rocsevelt Library
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Authority is requested to
{mmediately with the construction of two (2) of

\
i
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT L,..“&
the 45,000 ton aireraft carriers. {

graok Enox ° I
X1&

/8- o, Jownd ﬁ%fﬁw
u”‘%ﬂ” i f
Franklin D. Roosevelt Libras,

DECLASSIFIED
l}pﬂ DIR. s200.9 (9/27/58)

d



Fy -

. g
To cf )
10X, Hoa, Fraak e P
SECETTARY OF TIE MAVY, O, ﬂé’f—
1-31-42 M 3
The Fresident quoted to Jeo, lmox a memorsndun he recelved a day or
$wo age lissting itess of elunlnum ordesed by the levy Dept. from the American
shuninum Corporution end re slusiuus fof motiou plature camwss, and light fixtares
erdered froa Bobu /luminum Co., Tue pesident stressed heed for reducing awount
of alumioun used on suips and suggest that Muvy Dept. englosers mork oo tuls in
order thet slusipue sey De used [or airplencs. --- The Fpesident wrote to Domald
/ M, Uelson, Dilrevtar, wur -roduction Desrd, Juum. U1, 1542 e hendling this metter
with the Nevy.

SEE G.F. ALUMINUN
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STARK, Admirsl H. R,
CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS,
3-11-48

¥rote to President re letter of the Commander in Chief, U.S, Facifio Fleet,
Jam, 7, 1942, in mpport of letter on same subjeot, and writtem in a similar vein by
Oommanding Oeneral Hawaiian Dept., - comcerning airoraft situation im the Hawaiian
Islands for sir reconnaissance and combat duties, Said this letter, together with
an appreciation® of the Hawaiian defense forees (copy attached, dated Feb, 12, 1942),
was presented by the Chief of Staff, U.S. Army to the Joint U.S, Chiefs of Staff for
their consideration, Asked the President o approve certain recommsndations submitted
by the U,8, Chiefs of Staff, re use of Army forces and present Naval local defense
foroes on the Islands, increase of Army ground and air forces, amd re handling of
Japanese residents from the Islands, --- Returned to Admiral Sterk with notation (oopy
retained): "M.R.S. Approved F.D,R, 5/13/48". --- Copy of letter and ecopy of mimeo=
grephed poper (7.0.8, 11)* supplied to Capt. McOrea by Comdr. MeDowell, 3-12-48.

SEE 0.F. HAWAII
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MoCABE, Hon. Thomas B, - Acting Lend-Lease Administrater, C g’

SEQR*TARY OF THE NAVY f! '
" SEORFTARY OF WAR,

The President sent identicel letters to the
presant Frotocol agreement with the U.5,8,R,, in large part, with end of this fiseal
year, and re view which he shares with the Army and Navy that aid sheuld be econtimmed
and expanded es concistent with shipping and needs of the United States, the British
Cemmonweelth of Nations and others of the United Netions. Referred to discussion with
U.S.5;R., and asked that each of the abeve submit certaim schedules to him by April 6,
1942, PFresident seid he is ssking My, Marry Hopkins to eomsolidate end ecordinate
resommendations of verious departments end agencies concermed and would like Mr, MoCabe
and the two Jeeretaries to designate someone to represent views of their respective
depertments, JFreparation of estimates ie %0 be kept confidential,

8SEE C.F, LEND LEASE



HAMBRO, Dr. C. 7.
Frinseton, N, J,
4-E7-42

Wrote o the Fresident inquiring about getting in toush with ¥r, Harry
Hopkins oonoeraing possibility of celebreting King Hoakon's 70th birthday inm the
way he (Dr. Hembro) suggested. Y¥rote re desire of lr, Nygsardsvold, the Prime Ninister,
t0 have a privete talk with the Presidext after he hes been formally presented.
wee Attached 1s President's memo for Mr, Hopkins, Ney 5 asking if he has any word for
Dr. Hambro, === President replied to Ur, Hasbro, May 20, 1942 re gift So the Norwegisn
Government, and transfer of ship on King's birthday, --- Edvard Hambro, Frinceten, N, J.,
umuummmm.mllmuu--mummmuuw
trip, end has forwarded the Fresident's letter to him,

SEE C,F., - Lend-lLesne
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