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22, lHI 

t .. , 10 ahead 8114 '-lk t1P1' 

vUh Adalral ball~ ot 0111 •n4 .. ,eJ! 
allo vUh G-2 ln the AN7. 1.'J-~,. 1' 

r. D. a. 

1Aemorondu1:1 for the Pre ~tdent fro"' Hon. 
!Auchltn Cur rie , 10//0/t.'J, nttaci1ed to 
which \8 letter whtcb tao Pr eotdont r ocol ved 
rroo g rnfl.,t B. Pr' ce . 1 1.{,'1 North tm~l,wood St . t 

Arllno:£on, VA., 10/fl/I.J, •Uit,lnr rl!ft80M "hY 
~- re•l vned froo the orrlce of ~tr•tP' IC 
S.rvlce•, which had been •ent to ·~. curr'. 
by Pre•laent• al ~oor&thl:> of 10/H/1.2 "i th 
the requeot. •;o;Ul you look Into tnls?• 
ltlr. CUrrie states tru.t !le will be •aa to 
t&lk wlt.tl 1lr . Prico t.bout. t.no DLt.tor if the 
President. so aeslres. !lr . t.\1rrle rer•n to 
nature or tne actlv1 tie• of the orrtc .. of 
Mr*te,•lc l'ervlces in China . - -

lf'/'Jtr-



/ THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Ootober 15, 1942. 

l(bOR.UDOJI FOR 

8011 . LI.UCJILDI CUBRIE 

Wlll YOil look lnto thia? 

P. D. R. 

Letter f l"Qg Ernest 8. Price, ll49 liorth 
Inglewood St., XrHnlitOn, va . , 10/0,/f.'J, to the 
Pre•ident, in rerorence to his resignation 
from the Of~iee of ~trateg1c Services. 
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THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 29, 1942. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Re: Letter from Ernest B. Price, 
1149 North Inglewood St .,Arlington , Va . 

The main charge in this letter i s that 
the Office of Strategi c Services i s attem~ting 
to carry on i ntelligence work in China without 
the knol'lledge of the Chinese . I intervi ewed 
its sender , Mr. Price , who was fonnerly with 
the Office of Strategi c Services , and found 
that he i nferred that t his was so because certai n 
Chinese in Washington dld not knov; of the act ivi­
ties of Colonel Donovan ' s representatives in 
Chi na. I checkPd separately vdth Colonel Donovan 
and wi t h Maj or Bruce, who has specific charge 
of such activities. They both assured me th&t 
t hey would not dream of attemptin~ to carry on 
military intelligence or espionage activiti es 
i n Chi na vd thout the full consent of the 
Generalissimo ; thAt they f elt if they were 
going to get any informati on worthwhile t hey 
would have t o work w•ry closel y wit h Tai Li, 
HeRd of the Chinese Secret s~rvice , who OpPrates 
direct ly under the Generali ssimo. Actually they 
were not able to do much as yet and were dis­
sati sfied 1-dth the present a rrangement whereby 
their representatives were responsible in the 
first i nstance t o General Stilwell. 

Mr. Price s~emed chiefly concerned with 
get tin.:; a job. I think 1!\V t alk with him 
obviates the need of a r eply to hi s letter. 

Lauchlin Currie 
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THE WHITE HOU S E 

WAS HINGTON 

October 15 , 1942 . 

:;tE:!ORANDUM FOR 

HON . Lt.UCHLIN CURRIE 

\'/ill you look into this? 

F . D. R. 



The Honorable 
Franklin D. II.Oose•..elt 
Tne ·•hi te House 
lashin~on 1 D. C. 

Dear Ur. President: 

ll4S North In.;lev.ood Street 
Arlin .-t.on 1 'li rginia 
October 8 , 1942 

Having just submitted my resignation f roc the Office of 
Strategic Services 1 I am wri tirlc this i .n the capacity of a 
private American citizen. 

Ordinar ily, I believe that when o. man has terminated his connection with an organizat.lon because of disgroe~rent "ith 
the nolicies of his chief, be should keep still, find himself another job, and t~J to forzet all about it. In the present 
instance , however , my conscience and sonso or responsibility as a citizen will not permit this , for 1 feel tnat a question of ;:>rbci;Ue is involved, atfectirl~ the interests of the <11!18rican people; their ability to prosecute this r~ar to a succeasful conclusion ; and the establishment of a durable peace afterwards . 1 ask your pardon, therefore , l!r. President, if I brin-· certain 
facts to your attention. ly personal relatio!\ to the Jlroble::lS 
L~volved is inconsequential, and is presented merely by "ay of illustration . 

!.'ore tha !'l two years ago 1 seeing the ine·n. tab ill ty of 
Amer ican involvemBnt in this war and l'li3hin.r to be of service 1 I applied for a cotmnission in the Offlco of :<a val Intelli!:Once 1 but failed to pass the physical oxo.min.ation. uhen v;e entered the war, I offered uy services to tne .3tat.e 1 .ar, and ;1avy 
Olpart::>ents 1n a.ny capacity in which I might be useful , but 
nothinS developed. Then in April of this year I r eoeivea an 
invit ation to join wha t was then the uffioe of the Coordinator of ln!ormat.ion, now the Office of Strate>1.c Services. I applied for and was eranted a year •s leave of absence from my position as Director of ln ternational House , University of Chicaco 1 and came to ·•ashington l.:ay 18 . Since that. date I have been asso­
ciated With the Coordinator of lnfon:aUon, later uffice of 
Stratet;ic Services , I:1Y work beine concerned With the rar :.ast, part icularly China , whoro I had spent sixteen years , fifteen of then in the r'oreign Service of tho United States and one in 
business. 
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1'/hil e 1 have bad little oirect contact vlith Colonel "illiam 
J. Donovan, Director of this agency, i t early became apparent 
that my ideas with respect to policy toward China and the 
Chinese did not accord with his. It was my unfortunate duty, 
within the first week of my service here, to present objections 
to certain aspects of a plan which the Col onel had ill mind. 
The objections were accepted, and certain changes were incor­
porated into the plan, which was subsequently submitted to the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and by them approved. 

From that time on, my advice on matters t ouching the Far 
East was never requested, and Colonel Donovan tended more and 
more to handle all such matters directly. I became increasingly 
disturbed over the s i tuation, and sought repeatedly, throueh my 
immediate chiefs , to have a talk with the Colonel, but no oppor­
tunity was accorded. L:eanwhile, I sought to develop pr ojects 
which would carry out the pur poses of the agency so far as con­
cerns the Far East. Of eleven projects submitted, only one 
has been approved by the Colonel , and that one concerned Japan. 
On the others I have received no answer. 

Finally, it carne to rrzy attention that Colonel Donovan 1·:as 
initiating, directly, a project having to do with Chi na , certain 
aspects of which seemed to me definitely against our national 
interest. While you are my ?resident and Commander in Chief, 
and I am no longer associated with the Office of Strategic Ser­
vices, I feel I am :~till bound not t o divulge , .,'ithout your 
specific permission, the details of this plan, but I be:ieve 
it will suffice to state my general position on t he policies 
involved, to which Colonel Donovan evidently took excepti on. 

It is ~ conviction, based on more t han sixteen years resi­
dence i n China and life- long study of the Chinese people , that 
the time has passed when the Chinese Will tolerate the existence 
within their country of speci al interests enjoyed by Western 
peoples , whether by t reaty or otherwise. Not alone the Govern­
ment of Chiang Kai Shek, but the Chinese people as a .,nole , have 
demonstrated during the past decade their Willingn.ess to suffer 
and if neces sary to die to maintain for themselves and their 
posterit y compl ete independence f r om foreign domination. They 
are willing and eager to have our cooperation in the common 
effort of winnine the war, but they will not t olarate within 
t heir country, if they can help it, any operations even by 
friendly governments of which their Government has not been 
fully apprised or to which it has not given its consent . This 
applies to subversive or intelllbenoe operations as fully as it 
does to any other type of activity. I t is all very well to 

l 
sa.y that "we must fieht this war with our own men and our O?o'Tl 

weapons," but we make ourselves the aggressors if we attempt to 
do so withi.n the terri tory of a friendly nation Without the full 
knowledge and consent of its government. 
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Two further consid.erati ons must here be added. Out of 
t he sufferinys of the past decade , there has been developed 
i n t he Chinese people a special sensitiveness to the method 
by whi ch an offer of cooperation is extended, and the >Tay in 
which it is actually put into effect. The Chinese Government 
has in this coun~ry, as we have in China, various agencies to 
represent it : a dipl omatic mission with various att ach6s , a 
military mission, and so on. These are duly recognized , and 
t hey operate , wi thin certain lirr~tations , with our consent; as 
ours do in China. To go around these people , or to leave them 
in the dark as to our plans for operations i n China, no matter 
how fully we may expect to explain them at the other end, is 
impolitic and unwise . "F'ace" means a f!'dat deal to the Chinese, 
particularly in their present s tate of sensitiveness . 

The second consideration i s that whatever subversi ve or 
intelligence operations we may hope t o undertake in China, if 
they are to succeed, mus t be undertaken in full and ac tual-­
not merely nominal-cooperati on ·Kith the appropri ate corres­
ponding Chinese age:1cies . ore cannot , for exa.~ple , carry on 
espionage or subvers i ve operations in Chinese territory against 
the Japanese v.'i thout the kno'.<led,;e and cooperation of the 
corresponding Chinese agencies ; they would soon a iscove r i t 
i n any case , would resent our having attempted it, and would 

1 

put our agents out of the count ry, as they did the British • 
.. e cannot hope to set up in China a completely independent 
system of radio or other communications of our own. I would 
go further and say that for intelligence or subver sive opera­
tions in China, all plans should be worked out joi ntly, all 
operations of each should be kno~n and approved by the other , 
and all information pooled . On such a par t nership basis , I 
believe vm can conduct e f fec tive intelligence and subversive 
operat i ons directed against the common enemy. 1oit hout it, we 
shall be handicapped by Chinese distrust , and by our own inabi­
lity to conduct such operations on our orm. 

This latter i s in f act the existing si t uation. 

Such is my position on ~he matter of poli cy with respect 
to OSS operations in China. Presumably it is because l hol d 
t hese ideas, even thoueh I have had little opportunity to pro­
sent them, that I am charged with "opposil'\B the polici es of 
Colonel Donovan in China.• For this r eason, and this reason 
only, so I am told, my resigna t ion from t he OSS has been asked; 
and it has, of cout'Se , been tendered. 
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As stated before, ruy personal relation to this problem 
is of little moment . I intend to seek and presume I shall be 
able to find some niche or usefulness sonewhere in the war 
effort. The larger issue, however , seelll3 to me to be of 
sufficient importance to justify presentation to you, Lr. 
President , in the form of this present letter. 

Rest assured that r:r:1 only desire is to see our war effort 
furthered, and to contribute thereto What little 1 have to 
offer. 

Vory respectfull y yours , 

~mest B. Price 
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,OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES;1~ 
WASHINGTON. D. C. , 

4 
_ 

May 2.8, 1943 

The Honorable M. H. Mcintyre 
Secretary to the Presiden t 
The White House 
Washington , D. C. 

My dear Mr . Mcintyre : 

lfl:!A.SSflllB 

!' ::.· 1!:_62. Sec. 3(£) nod 5(0) or (E) 

...... "'" ''lz."'jM 
By~ 1J" DEC 4 1974 

J( t'l1 

I acknowledge with thanks receipt of your 
memorandum of April 24, 1943, with wh ich you referred 
to me for my consideration letter dated April 20, 1943 , 
from loll' . Lytle S. AdAms t o the President . ;..;... ______ >< 

OSS cooperated with Mr. Adams on his idea to 
t he point where experimentation could more appropriately 
be carried on by t he Army Air Forces and t he Ch emical 
warfare service , who are best fitted to evaluate the 
idea. Brigadier Gener al o. A. Anderson, Assistant Chief 
of Air Staff Plans , Army Air Forces , 3 E 1082, Pentagon 
Building, Arlington , Virginia, is supervising the tests 
that remain. Accordingly, I have referred Mr . Adams • 
letter of April 30 , 1943, to Gener al Anderson, although 
i t is doubtful, from the n ature of Mr. AdAms' requests, 
t hat any action is called for other t h an the proper 
evaluation of t he idea--whi ch would be made in any event . 

I am informed that Mr. Adams • idea has been 
thoroughly checked, and so far appears to have me t all 
tests . The single test remaining is the important 
t ypical full flight t est; preparations for this are now 
underway . 

Mr. Adams i s apparently satisfied with progress 
made to date but fears that the War Department will limit 
uae of his idea to too small an area. This problem can 
be met only after f inal teats are completed and the value 
of the idea in practice assessed and compared with other 
means available . Among other things to be considered i a 
the fact that i f this idea is effective it will necessarily 
result in widespread damage to civili an populations. 
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Mr . Mcintyre - 2 - May 28, 1943 

Mr . Adams also r equests that a cancelled film ~~~ 
project relating to his idea be reinstated or a new one 
inaugurated. It seems to me that t he value of such a 
film is debatable , especially before completion ot tho 
r emaining testa , but I shall also bring this fact to the 
attention ot General Anderson. 

Because Mr. Adams in effect asks for Presi­
dential intervention, I respeottully suggest, if you have 
not already dono so , that you thank Mr . Adams for his 
letter a.nd say that i ts contents are receiving considera­
tion. 

Sincerely yours , 

~~;;t§.~ 
Director 



April 24, 1943 

Re..,eot~ referred to 
Col oae1 ~ ror conetderetlon 
1n oonnectlon with tbe Pre31dent•s 
-orudua o! l'ebru&lj' 9 , 1942, 
traualtt1D& to 7011 lettGr of 
1-17 121 1942, !'1'011 Kr. Adua. 

II. H. lloDTIRK 
Secreu ry to the Pres1deat ba 

L•l"' t ~r fr0.1 ~ t ... f) s. ;\u .... l· , PC.tlti c.:'u, !l· •. ~t. , n • 1 ll 1- I' , 

._o tlld r'ro:dueut , 1ta :Urt.r..._ 1' • • ~r ' •'enct:~ t.o •' l l• "'t•Jr r)r ~, -'"'/L2 
to + ... e ?ro<-i<.o'lut; '3'111 be-,t1n~ 11 10 .,,.. t.tUt ... ~"or "r1 ,t" an 'rJt , l' tnOt' .lt. .. · n 

• r.ct f4 Ycitii .• t .H~ or~~uu .:~ a, o"' t .t•:s ~Q..,_.a or !. \J : :. PlO'l"t" t_n,-·r'.t·u . 

1='ncloc:ec:: V· r~O'II'l :'l't>er~ tu .. pho .. '.) r'-nnc; r h."'-"t, "' r..e T'll"' r •• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 9, 1942 

MD401W1Dml fOR ., 
OOLOIIEL DOJOVAR .X 'flfgb 

•oUDd• like a perteotlr ¥114 14ea 

but h worth your look1DC into. 

You a1ght replJ tor •• to Mr. An•••' 

r. D. R. 

Enolowre• 

Let t ? t' I' PrP<l i cPn t 1/, '"/1r ~ r :> L•r t l' 

S . Ace P , I rwin :?enn . f':",cloP !. n£. ".t'.,~ t'o r 
Surprl <l' lt tt,qcl~" - R'Pi'ef't~ 'l!le o~ ;JPtr 
for fr i )l t f':l1r.- , 11 e:1orr 11:- lnt t'nd r· ci tin.· ~ 
t !1P ')rejuc 1cof' of tl':o pP.onl e o f t he J11o . 
:-:rr: n1 r P . 
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.. 
Dear Mr. Martu: 

Thank yoa wry much for your latter 
of June outeent b . :I am wry nppreciatlve of 
the lntereatlng suggeatl ono 1n your second ~a­
c;rapb. Tbooe were referred 1mmed.l:l.te}Jr to the 
proper OoTernment author! ty _ 

:I nc most· gratetul. tor your expreo-
' olone of oontldence 1n the l.D.et paragrnph. 

. , 

Very elnoerely yours , 

FRANKLIN o; ROOSEVELT 

Dartrl.n n. l-lartln, Esq., X 
ROue1 3 tuJseesAt, 
Duffalo , !lew York. 

.. 

, 
I 

,/ 

/ 
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.. .. 

\ 



• 

OFF ICE OF STRATEGIC SER VICES 
WASH INGTON, D. C. 

. . 

The Presiden t 
The Wh1 t e House 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Mr. President : 

14 July 1943 

In General Donovan's absence I am returning 
herewith the letter from Hr. Darwin R. Martin to you, 
together with a sugge sted draft ot reply as requested 
in your memor andum or June 28th to General Donovan. 

It seems to us impossible to reply to this 
l etter in an informat ive way without committing the 
Government to some quotable expressi on, vmich either 
approves the practice of counterfeiting money or 
refuses to consider a plausible war measure . l'le have 
t herefore drawn a col orless reply. 

Por your information, in the event you lfish 
to reply more fully , this subject has been thoroughly 
reviewed and studied in this office . We are prepared 
to execute any one of several possible pl ans and have 
been in touch lfith r epresentatives of the State, 
Treasury, and Justi ce Departments. There are reports 
of counterfeiting the American dollar by guerillas in 
both Poland and Rumania. The British h ave experimen ted 
on a local ocale with some success in counterfeit 
ration cards . Dis t r i buti on is a major probl em as drop­
ping from planes is i nefficient, ·and success seems to 
depend on a widespread underground penetration of the 
country by agents. Tho program seems pro~sing if done 
on a large scale at a moment of crisis in Germany or 
Japan. In occupied countries it might produce" more 
distress to the conquered than to the conquerors . 

-. .. 
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The President 
Page Two 
H July 1943 

If you so desire , we would be glad to sub­
mit a report outlining the various projects of this 
type now under consideration. 

Respectfully yours , 

G. Edward Buxton 
Acting Director X 



,, 
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!.1r. Darlfi.n R. uartin 
Hotol Stuyvesant 
Buffalo , New York 

Dear !Ar. Martin: 

Thank you very much tor your letter 
ot: June 16t h, I am very appreciative of the 
interesting suggestions in your second para­graph. These were referred immediately to the ' 
propor Government authority. 

I am mos t grateful for your expres­
sions of confidence in the last paragraph. 

Sincerely yours , 

' ' 
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TH E WHITE H O USE 

WASHINGTON 

June 28 , 1943 . 

eW.-IORANDUM FOR 

BILL DOliOVAIJ: b 
. ~~ lfg 

FOR Pa!:l'A!'.ATION OF 1'\:::PLY 

FOR H'.l !JIG!IATURE . 

F.u.n. 

Letter from Darwin R. IX&rtin , Hotel Stuyvesnnt, 
Buffal o, ~ .Y~, li/16/4J , to the Pre~ident. '\tateo 
that one splendid way of "bombing" our enemies 
to sub.:olssl.on oi;;llt be to disl(orge from pl anes , 
flying aver he11vily !'Opul a t.ed arc11s , laq;e 
qu~ntities of well-counter feited currency - or even 
ration books - of tlre type uow ira use in the country 
so bomtod • 





~~~ril 21.1, 1044. 

I'Oi! a 

1 tl W t!lat lla,jor •01. hud better 

ha..., a tall wit.h .,..,oe.,.t h hcnalin& tbh 

in the lltate Dop...-toa..nt aDd work wi th -

011 a ' reply t or • w .. nd a~ the •- tiM 

I IMIOil a rllpl J to 11».s Pettr ""o wrot. • 

,... .. tl,, I •-•t -t to oro .. wine. 

r. o, a, 

Memo from G. Sdward Buxton, Aoting Oiroctor, OSS, 
4- 24- 41, to~ethor •Yith mouor,o f rom l.!o.rehal 
'l'ito of Yur;oalo.via. 

-
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. 0. C. 

Miss Grace Tull1, 
Tbe White Bouse, 
lashiDgtoo, D. C. 

Dear Miss Tully: 

24 April 1944 

I would appreciate it if you will be 

good enough to deliver the attached to the Presi­

dent. 

Sincerel,y yours, 

Ji~~-r. 
G. Edward Buxton, -o< 
Acting Director. 

tfllA.WJ!D 
E. O. 1105~ Soc. 8{£) ad II{D).,. (IQ 

C.rA """ ''lu/"1 
lly IJ.B.8 o ... O~G I IQ74 



WASH INGT ON, D . C. 
~D OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

24 April 1944 

I&IOJWIDU!d FOR THE PRESI DENT 

The attached communication f rom Tito to you 

waa brought out by one of our officers at Tito' s re­

quest. 

Major V'eil, t he bearer of thi s message, i s 

in l'anhington, and wi ll be available if you wish any 

further information from hia. 

We will f urnish a copy of ldujor leeil' s report 

which will soon be avai lable. 

G. Edward Buxton 
Acting Director 



·-& E CK El 

His l.>tcelloocy l"RJ.IlKLfN llOOS!YELT 
Preetdant ot tlw United ~tea or America 

I( 
~he departure or Lt. Colonel Richard Wetl , Jr. AOS . offera ne 

the opportunity of exprel!stni ey j fittWdi t o you for the 
aeate tance in !!IILter tal ard in tbe coo}>f)r&tlon or your Air Forces , 
terdered to our A~ or Natlonnl Liberation by )'OU nn:S tho people 
of k!lertca . 

The ""perhucan ~truggls which Ms been nged by the people or 
tugosl •·da for the la~t thr ee year e , aim!', not only &t eleu-tne our 
country or the criminal occupiers, but also at the creation or a 
better anct mor e r ighteous ol"der, •hich ltOUld guarantee t.rue deoo­
c ra cy . 1beee aspirations and perepocttves have given our nations the 
s t rengt.b to endure 311 the dit!'ieultio~ and mzfforlng of tble un­
equal struggle . For the fulfilment of t heir l'ltrt vings the people 
or Yugo$lavla expect the old of your ere&t denocrat\c country, or 
the f"80ple of the U.S .A. , ard of )'Wt'$8lf. 

The achleveaent of the idee.ls or our netion:J h arduous . '!'he 
eneey b t~~ till Atron,g . Tho s t.n•gglo with the occupter h still 
tou.gh and extr ecely bloody . The hooe traitOl"S N&d1ch, PAvdi ch, Rup­
nt.k and Or a za lUhaUovlc, un lte their efforts with the occupior to 
prevent tho natt one; or Iugot'lla.vta .fro& att4Lining those geat and 
progreesive &i.lztS o BlJt DO $8Criflces or dif!iCUltiO! frighten US, 
f or •a are conv-inced 1n the vtctory or our r 'ightooua ct1uso, as w& 

a.re eertftin tn tbe victory of all the All ies over the Cermlll'l fa­
sci ~t agr e •sor s . 

PerMpe: no other coontry is eo terribly devaat6.ted and r a vag&d 
a s Yugo8laviy . This "or •il l l eeve palnJ"ul wound!'! which "i.ll r e­
quire a long Ume to beal. And thia wW be possible only t.f tbe 
n.tltlone of' Yugosl.avi,y receSve run eeonro.ic an::S political -'Upport 
1n the creation of a new, tn,l.y dooocr aUc, federative yugo:JlaVia, 
in whi ch all nations will have thuir natio~l rtghts . 

Lt. Colonel We11 will be able to expo:'le to you our needs e..nd 
ria hel'l . I ac convtnced t.hftt thay wUl be grented your aunpor t . 

/811!7'ed/ .lUll- "< 
Marshall of Yu.goslavla 

15th II>T'Ch 11.1. 

e .. ene: 
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