
c . ~ . 

• 



THE: ~HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Deer Orac:e1 

lf1ll JOU aM tbat tM J'reaJAlat 1ata 
tllla t.o<1a.1 aa Ploralla La8llarcUa 1a Mat 
anx10Q6 t or h1a to alp l t ao I c:aa retw'll 
l t taoorro- 1101'11.1J1c. W111 JQU HDd 1t, or 

fh• 1t to lira. ~18011 Uld abe wU.l put 
t 1D ay aate overaS.~~at . 

I. a. W. 
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Tt<E Wt<ITE t<OUS£ 

WASt<INGTON 

Nove~ber 14, 1941. 

IIEYORANDUII FOR JliSS TULLY: 

Dear Grace: 

Will you see that the President gets 
thia today as Fiorella LaGunrdin 1s most 
anx1oua tor him to sign it so I can return 
it tomorrow morning. Will you send it, or 
sive it to Yrs. Dennison and she will put 
it 1n my aate overnidt ~ • 
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PERMANENT JOINT BOARD ON DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 

SubJect& Mcva .. nt ot Aircr&ft to Alaska. 

UNITED STATES 

1 . Penuent Joint Board on Defen.ee initated action last 

Navnber looking to the provaion ot aViation atacin& faclli tiea 

in lleatern Canada and .l.laaka to perait the expeditious aov-nt 

of aircraft to Aluka, 

2. Verr conaiderable con.etruction ditficultiea have been 

encountered due to tbl inacceaaibilitT of certain necessary ataginc 

aitea, probl ... or aatiataotorilT hendl ing of troaen earth and 

ditticultiee due to the lack of traneportation faclliti81 . Despite 

th81e handicape, reporta aut.itted at tbl laat Meting ot the Bo&rd 

indicate that haaq and Mdiw. bomberdMDt can now be !lOVed to .U..ka 

u required, Short r an&• aircraft can alao be moved , but aucb opera­

tiona rlll be con.eiderablT liaited by available taolliti... All 

practical MaiNNa have bean, or are balD&, ta.lten to ~ tbie 

route to handle arq IIOV-t• required durlnc the coting winter. 

) . The above ie verbatia from the .. rvica aabarn Meana that 

•• are in tairlT coo4 poe1t1oo durlnc the winter. In tbe epring 

there rlll be aoM interruption because ot crouad ooodition.e and, 

therM!'ter, work will be rea-.d and I would N.¥ that toward the 

a!ld ot tbe a~Daar, the work will be ent1relT ccapleted for the rapid 

aoving or all tT\)81 or planae, thus artordinc the llecaeaary aobilityr 

and relining the Onited state• fro• ltM¢11& large reaarve torcee in 

Alaeka. 

r. H. La OIWU>U 
Cbairan, .berioan SaotiOD. 



CANADA 

PERMANENT JOINT BOARD ON DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON 

UNITED STATES 

Jor-.ber lJ, 1941 

~Dtll FOR 

WUl you pU&ae ... that the l'Naident seta the attached 
MO~d&ti011 fro. the Per.&D&nt Joint Board 011 Detenae tot" hU ap­
proftlt 

Tbia oleara up the aituation nry aatieCactoril)". You 
qht intono the PH1~11t that n made p-eat headQ¥ dlll'ing the 
l.e.at aaeting and the cooperation at thia tiM 1a exoellitlt • 

.l.fter the PMaidellt h11 a pprored oC the Ncoaaaend&tioa, 
w1l.l you pleaae IN to it that it reaobu Lt. Col. Cl.e.yton Biaee~ 
War Pl&Da Dirtaioo, Roc. 2002, War Depan.-t, lhmitiolll Bu1ldin&, 
at the earlilet poalible ~~a..~~t. 

r.a . LaGuardia 
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UNITED STATES 

PERMANENT JOINT BOARD ON DEFENSE -:t. J ) 

L!El10RAIIDUJ.l ~'OR THE PRFSIDEilT: 

Subject: Twenty-second Reco~Jendation. 

1 . Canadian-United States Joint Defense action can 
be materially improved by decentralization to appropriate 
military comnanders of broad authority, previously exer­
cised through various agencies in Ottawa and ·.rashington, 
to effect , by mutual agreement, arrangement for instal­
lations of accessory equipment in the territory of eithPr, 
the transit of anned forces and equipment, the use of 
facilities and other pertinent matters. 

2 . A list of the commanders concerned is attached. 

3. United States Army and Navy concur. 

4. Your approval is requested. 

2 Incls : 

Incl. 1 - Copy of 22nd Recom­
mendation. 

Incl. 2 - List of commanders 
named in para. 12 of 
ABC-22 . 

F. H. LaGUAPJ>IA, 
Chairman, American Section. 

DECLASSIFIED 
\JCS meco, l-4-74 

By !WP, NLR, Date APR 111974 
I 
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12-27-U 

THE W HITE HOUSI 

WASHINGTON 

lllli>JWIOOII FO;t II.~. LATTA: 

Colonel Bissell , secretary of th• 
Ptraonont Joint Board on Defonae, CM&da­
Onltod St&teo, brought in theee copieo . 

He BAys they • • r e elgnad by the 
President during llayor LaOuerdle 1 1 vi li t 
on Tuesday, Oee~ber 2Jd . 

Tho poporo oro not d4tad ae or O.coabar 
23d, however, as they are atlll bain& held 
awal Ung Canodian approval. 

Col . Biesall left t he popera Cor the 
llhltt House fUea. 

14 
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CANADA UNITED STATES 

PERMANENT JOINT BOARD ON DEFENSE WI. w~ WASH!IIGTON 

~;?~ Dec-2 ~. 194].. 

UEII)IWIDUII t'OR THE PlmSlll£NT1 

Subject, Twenty-Third Reco-ndation. 

1. The belllgoreooy o! tho United States nocoasit ateo a 
norientation and a caroM coordi.nation of aviation t raining plano 
ot canada and t he United statoa. ON&t Britain baa an intoreot in 
a nation tnJ.ning conducted in canada and tho United Stat". 

2. lltbough polltioal and financial consider e.t i on.o beyond 
t ho porvi., ot tho Board ora also invol vod, tho Boe.rd cona1dored 
that it should initiate action to 1nsuro IDO$t ettoctivo uso ot ..U 
tre.ining tacilltioa in Canada and tho United States . To that and, 
it 1a requested, 

~· That the atte.cbed Twenty-Third Rocc>tZBndation be 
apprOYed. 

!?.• That atte.ched lettora to tho Seerotary or War and 
tho Socrete.ry ot the Navy be signed. 

J . The United State a Arm;)' and Navy concur. 

J !nels. 

rv~ 
F. H. L&OUAllDIJ., 

Oh&u-..n, Amariean Saction. 

Incl. 1 - Cpy. 2Jrd Reeo=sndation 
Incl . 2 - Draft or ltr. to S/lf 
Incl. J - Draft of ltr. t o S/ll 

DECLASSIFIED 
' JCS WCIIIO, l-4-14 

By MP, NLll, Dote APR 1 1 1974 
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1-23-42 

. . . ' 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

IIEXORINDUII FOR RECORD: 

Colonel Clayton Bissell, secretary 
Permanent Joint Board on Defense, phoned. 

He says the two letters to the 
Secretaries of War and Navy (re aviation 
training in Canada), which were signed by' the 
President December .24, 1941, have bean 
held pending receipt of approval trOll 
Canada. 

This approval has just arrived, 
and the letters to War and Navy, signed by 
the President 12-24-41, have been dated 
Jan'lliU7 2.3, 1942 and forwarded to the addressees 

This information for the White 
House records. 

ld 



-~A 
UNITED STATU 

PERMANENT JOINT BOARD ON DEFENSE 

trs . Dennison, ~ry. 

"nj . Oenerul E. l.'. Iatson, 
lh1te llous~ . 

Snt-losed &rP co;>if"S o! =:.eaorAnctwas 
requP-ted a~ pf'r wr t.Pl~phon~ ronvttr3&tio:t 
cr this a"tttmoan . 

It wns lli.Y unders t and1nij thnt eu:fident 
oopiPs h8d l>een Corwnrded rri th th~ <'r1g1nals 
and rt>&re~ ~his delay, supplyinl' tht' above 
infomntion . 

(Ciss} h. Jane~ Bentor , S..cy. 
Lt . Orn~ral ~. D. Embick . 

DEC! ~ StiFlED 
J CS r '• l-4·14 
llY ru.J-' NL'I, DnuAPR 1 1 ''174 



.-'ANADA UNITED STATES 

PERMANENT JOINT BOARD ON DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON 

I&Lrch 7 , 1942 h. 

J.tEI.'ORANDUII FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

SUbject : Defenses of Sault Ste. L:a.rie. ~ 
(2 5th Recommendation ol Permanent 
Joint Board on Defense) 

l. The accompanyinc recotllmendation of the Defense Board 
proposes the a ugmentation of the air defense of t ho l ocke and 
accessory i nstallations of t he Sault Ste . l""rie . 

Ji)1Cl l 

2 . The United States Arr;ry and Navy concur • 

.3 . Your approval is r equested . 

Cpy. 25th Reco~endation 

of Joint Defense Board . 

F. H. LaGUARDIA, 
Chairnan, American Secti on . 
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~ADA 

/ • PERMANENT JOINT BOARD ON DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 

~:arch 7 , 1942 

lolFJ.()l'.A:ID\111 FOR THZ PRESIDEllf 1 

SUbject: llilltary Hit)tway to Alaaka. . 

UNITED STATES 

(24th Reco~ndation o! Percanent 
Joint Board on Defense) 

1 . On February 11, 1942 you approved a joint proposal 

ot the Secretaries or \oar, 1/avy, and Interior !or the con­

struction or the above. 

2. 'lhe aoco'"P&IIying recomr:endation or the !l@rense Board 
1e in accord with and furth@rance or that proposal. 

In order to formalize the record, a notat i on o£ your 

approval is reque~ted. 

Enc1: 

J . The United States Arrri:y and Navy concur. 

$: If. ?fa-~ .. ~ 
F. H. LIIOUARDIA, 

~n, AQeri can Section. 

Cpy. 24t h RecoJ:r.~endation 
of Joint Defense Board. 
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- 1n - - --iono aro lntorrupt.eciJ 

(4) !hot tho a1r rout.. to Alaaka ond tho d4o!otwe foc111tt .. 

1n Al&oko ~ be ~ utlll...S 111.thout. adequate _,_ o! a 

""PPl:r t<ll' tho a1r rwta. Tb1.o CIA boot ho prcY1cled Iii' a hi&~ 

u.s t hlo rout... 

1nload rout.. liill ho ot-t ftlua 1c tho.- ot an otr-1 .. 

-!Mt o111pu projMtocl b-Oll Alaallaf 

'(6) nat. ~ 1o ·~ ce th1o -~ a Rlt1c~ 

~ ot laM t.raMpor\ wldaleo \e .-blo tho - t o ho -

to ita tull oapul.t7 tor tho Np14 relntw ._ ancl •-ly ot 
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the,...._ 1a ~. 111~ -ioc to \be_.., • l.Jidu.t'7, 

and that tlw ~ ,.,.,. tha -""""- ol \be ...... 1a alrMd;r 
l..ft a:l.at-J 

(7) 1..1.1' t~ -.. - """ olt'w a ~-~ 

tJ.roratt ud ot' a1J'W'aft -~1~ t'aaUUiae. 

(B) !'bat ~ ,_ .r s~ .. a •• t..-.l..ftal with a ..­
~ tr.a WhiW .. t.o h.1rl>ub -'-'1 DOt. be a ~ 
oolllt.t.. ol tha prob1a. (It. 1a -oool that tha llhl~-­
Palr......, ~ ... ot' the ld&-.:r _.u probablT be ciftll ~ 
-....-1 ... Jll'1•1t¥. ) 

no .. ;ned~~ .... ito-'*"' t~ ... t he 
I' 10110 Doa 5 • ud llriUa h Col ... lua llaibooT, wbialt hu a..uahle 
aarT7I..fte •-UJ o-n&l.all,:r l..ft - ot' tho ~o1ble aarT7I..fte •p­

aaltJ ot' t ile ....... ru --- t.ca ·- -"" be at. • po1.a ah!loa 
6o .U.. ""*'h ot' Po.lr......, on the R1Aiharda011 ~, 'Oblalt o-'a 
'""-- 111tb Yal"- . ,..,. Palrbonta than 1a oloo • -....,. __ ... 

tlan vi\h s-r.t. ~oo....U..C to w .... tiOD t'\ond.abecl b)' -.J. 
$1.- ol tho United S1.otao ,."'7 t;rci-.., lha .-tl.aated oppi'OOid..­
•t• lanct.ll ot tha road 1a 1,600 ..U.. ol ollioll aboul. 1,200 .U.. .-ld 
be l..ft C.Mcla and 400 llilu i.e Al&~kaJ that tho coot ol a 24 root crawl 
,.,.d aapabla ol oaJ'!'71J1c hoaY)' lratt'lo c1arJ..oc bot.b - and -... 
1a likotl7 to ·~ l..ft tho Dri; hborhoool ot' S50, 000 to 860, 000 a od.lAJ 
and tlat t ho t.otal coot. od.ciJt ._1 .. bl7 axe-- -...cl od.lUGII 
and probobl7 ~ not b<t le .. than ••-~ttw od.lllon. 1'1lo !.At--
t1cm ol tho ca ...... n _ ........... i.e I'M]IOC\ to ooot.a .. to tlw - olt'.-t. 

M ita T'I'EJI'I'1'-f00ll'l'H !I£COIIUJ!DlnOC, 1'llo Ooard oooor ll!lll;(, oo a 
•ttar pwh'"'lll ta tha Jo1JI' dol- ot' ca.- ud tlw Uftited Stat•, 
---·tile "·"'- ot'. hfod If~ \be- ... , t.U.. 
t.ha c-1 u. .c auporta, I"'rt. st . __,_ U.lo oa lataOD Lair ... 

1 .... 
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llb1t.e~ll14! Dolta, t bo ,...1'"\l." t.erw1n1 ooouwct1nc with 

m.u .. ., r- 1A eo-a &Jilt .U.Uka. 

n. -rd -. w..- b7 \M t'll.lt.eol St.et.e _,.. \.Ia\ \ho 

\ll>lhd ~1.&14<1 Oo uG rt a-J&tinl: tho bcnlaJ1 ot tho ..,. apon41.­

\ W'O al.readJ l.M...-..d b7 ca..- oiMe bor .at.,. I.Ato tho ..,. 1A Sept.­

-. 19:19, u4 1.a part1oular .. tbo •-tnao1.1oa or t ho ai.Jo .-. 

" .U..ka, - lla.1Jic ·-- ot \bo - ity ot tho ~ and tao. 

lll'pii07 ot I.U -""'Uca, ~ be ~ to - tho -la ot 

tbo oon ot l.u -nao1.1.011 and ot ita -.J.ntonanoa clur1ni t bo ..,., 

wl.t.houl. aaiWI& ca..- to .to - • \boa pron.de ~ t'ocl.UtiM u 

iJudiat.eolluelGw. U ~ ott w .., t.be pu1. ot tboo llnit.ecl Stat._.. 

--. aOMpt.ed, t.bot Oo-1wt wocl<l1 

(A) CU1'7 Ollt tbo -:1&1'7 Olll"Ye)'W Cor which prel.ia1Jiu7 

......_ta '-" alraed7 be.a - and ......nruct a Pl.- a...! 

~ Lila - ot IID1t..cl 5\a\M [n~~- Lroopo f<tr OW ,.,. and l.nl\l.al 

.,, .. ~..,..u,. (n -w1 ~ to ·~· thl.a wrk cllll'1nc t lua 

curreat. ,....- and l.a ad.S.ed that tbo Pi- Rood ohoul..l be ntrl.­

<>1oa\l7 ..t .. noed to be capable n.xt win\.,. ot OIU"I'11~ a ..U 

- ot -.;.acy tratt1o)J 

(I) l.n'aae• Cor tho ~·· e-lation Wldtor - ruta -
by tbo United St.et.u Publlo tloada Ada1oiot.raUon and •• ..- Wl.\11 

a n. to l.nollrillll tho -1011 ot aU coil\root• 1A t bo ohort­

JIGUibla U• WI.LbOilt ...,....s to -- tho - ract.oro ..,.. 

t!4nadla n or ~ioan (It ~ \bot Lhe ~ obould ho able to 

oor.,. tratt1o to 1\e tllll ""pao1ty not later tban tho end ot 11143)1 

(C) Ua1At&1A t ho hi&~ un1.1l tho t.oJ"'I.lAation ot t he ~ 

w.r W.. \M Oooa-lt ot ca..- pretoro to .... ._ rMpou•lbillty 

at.., .... u.r tkto t• tho •1AL-- ot 110- ot u u ll.ao 

1A Clolladaj 
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pari. ot t.be ~ 1a ca-da thlll -... 1a &ll 'uopell\e .., 

intot:J"&l pari. ot t ho canodiOD 111~ 0)'111.• oubject. to the 

~ that there eholl at "" t.J.. be 1"1l I lll1:l .u.-
arl.tDat.Gr)' -t.l- 1a ... lauoa to t.be - or lbe road ..,. 

cana41AII or llb1t..S St.a t.. c1 rlllan t.ratrlc. 

Oomm&L 1fOiUld ut \.he ca:nadJ.An 'lOUOEr=-nL t.o acr'"l 

(.I.) !'o aoquire r~te of ..._.. ror the ,...... 1n Canada, t.ha 

t 1tla to .-1.n 1n t he ~, 1n the rt:lht. or canada cr ot tbe 

rro..u- of l!rltleb CQluwbto ... _... -t • .,.._,__, 

(!I) To •i'r• 1leport -1•o, tr&JU01t or at.U.ar ~ ,.. 

e,.,_nto cr181nAUD!: 1a the United Stat• and tranoport...S -

the t.S.CI>ooT to .l.laolce, ~ on,;t.nat.l..Dc 1a u ... a and t.~ 

owr tha binl>ooT t.o the l;Dl.t.ecl Stat.• J 

(C) fo •1"" 1..,- dut.1M, aaloo taxH, ls.- t- CC' 

other ol.ail.ar cllorsao on &ll oqu1_.,t ud ._u .. t.o be ....S 

1a t.be -"""'1"" ar nalnl.-- or t.he road and on partOMa1 

of !oot.o or tt~ oonotruot1an parooanel1 

(D) fo talco the _..,. tt.o,. to taoU1tato the a dldoo1an 

ial.o Canada or noll United Stat.ao o1t1- 11 ~ be eoplo)owd 1n 

the o-ruet1an or ~ or t.he h1c,_7, u ~ ...,.,_ 
et.ood thet the Cnlt...S Stat.oo will .. ..._ tho axpenoe or repatrlet­

ln& lll1:l nob po1 -• 1t tha .-traet.oro tall to 4o ""• 
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THE WHI T& HOUSE 

WAS H INGTON 

October 8, 1942 . 

r.IEMORA!IDII\1 FOR 

GENERAL WATSON 

I do want to see La Guardia 

on Saturoay or SUnaay. Will you 

give the attached to me when he 

coces in? 

F .. D. R. 

l 



Respectfully referred to 

the President. 

E.M.W. 



·. 

CITY o~ No:wYo~tK 

Orr 1 c~ or THE- MAYOft 

October 3, 1942. 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
President of the United States 
The 'llhite House 
Washington, D. c. 

My dear Chiefs 
>( 'fr'fO 

The Pe on Defense baa just returned trca 
a tour of lint including Labrador, I t.m enc aing report and fll/f 
peroj!)l&' oboervationa which I aubmi tted to Lieutenant General Drum, Coumand-
~the Eastern Section, ~ _ 

)(q1-'ll! a-t-~ "' " You will be glad to hear that I met Elliot juat before he >< hr r 
took off,. He was in fine spirit and looked great. He ha'J OOJrOT&nd of a 
bombing squadron and all of his men were in fine ahape, enthuoiutio o.nd ready 
to go, The weather was favorable that oveni.ng with a good tail wind and I 
was happy to note their aafo landing. 

At your convenience, I would like to diooua e the c ivilian 
public health ai tuation 1n 1/BWfoundlo.nd. I ainaerely believe that it io 
something that should not be neglected, The expense will be very little and 
the task not very great, The most difficult part of it would be to negotiate 
acme sort of an arro.ng80lent with the Commission Government of Newfoundl and , 
I think i t can be done. I will be glad to come to \'raahington aey time you 
may indicate that it is convenient to you, 

Your trip wao great, 

With kind personal regarde, 

Sincerely yours, 



CITY o,. N.:w Yol'tK 
o .... . c.: o .. TME M ... vo .. 

Ootobor s, 1942. 

Major General Edwin J.t. Watson 
The Ylhito l!ouoe 
Washington D. c. 

o ... r Pe. s 

Will you pleaoe see thAt the President 

get• the enoloaed . 

Slnoerely , 

J 



October 1, 1942 , 

14 E lt 0 R A ll D U t1 - -·- ............ ..._ __ -
From: 1' , H. !..1 GUA.Ili>IA - Chairman , AmrioanSootion, 

?o r~anont Jo int Bonrd on De fonso . 

To: Li eutenant Gonorn1 HUGH A DRW - &stern Section Commnd , ... 
Subject t OBSUlVATIOll Iii !ElFOUNDLfulD BASE COJ.!HANIJ 

It oc curr ed to mo th"t you would rnmt to have rey observat ion of 
a qui ck t our made with tho Pe!11'.anent Joint Boar d on Dof onso, of base s 
in llewfoundland , inol ud inc; Labr ndor, 

1. i/o found ocnd !tiona much bet.er than \7e had oxpeoted . Construction 
is prog ressi~.g vary oatisfaotorily , It is r enlly astourrl ing hovr 
muo 't constr uction has been fully oomplotod, or up to tho stage of 
bein& serviceable , Tho mornlo of our t roops is excellent . The 
cooperation botween Ame riotiii troops and Can.,dian is all that can be 
expected arrl tho !'boling bot-.roen officer arrl enlisted J?'rsonnol is 
since rel y friendly a.nd wholesa:Je . · 

2 . Goose is a ver i t able beehive , The oonatruction of the American 
section is goi ng up spl endidly a!td a great deal of 'I\O l'k tri ll be 
dono bofor o f r eezing weather sots in . I did not havo an opportnn­
ity to nttend any of tho pilots briefiu~ 1!13etings horo , The 
Senior Co-mandin& vfrioer, Colonel A. D. Smith , hns tho situation 
11ell in hand ard is moot enthusiastic in his Har k an<1 seams to be 
tao rir;ht rtan in tho right plC>oe , Aooon:modntions for ferrying 
pilots t.lD.y yet be impr oved nal tlu.t is only a mattor or timo . 
Rec r eation for the !!l>n is one of tho difficult prob1orJs . Thoro is 
absolutely nothing in the iiimodiato vicinit y , I strongly reconnend 
"""" USO activity and 110re rooroational equipment ·~o be shipped in 
before f r eezing ti,e , Colonel Smi'th soo:ns to &et slang var y ni oely 
uith tho Canadian ComMandil'l; Officer , 

3 . O..Udo r - ·· the housing f'o.cilitiea hore are advanced mud> ft\rther 
than nt Goose, beinc; i n use a longe r time . Tho routine fbr pilots 
briefing before hopping off , 1ronth.1r ro por ts and foroon sts , has 
been vory r10 ll 1.or ![ed Ol!t , ?.1o lnfornation is g i ven in o. moot 
fri<mdl y tu'ld ldndly manne r nnd soor.m to bo Ttoll worlcod out i n ovoty 
detail, Gander is lcopt under t;., dir eot eye of Major Genoral Brant , 
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. 
To: Lieutenant Genen.l llu&)l " · IJrum 

olationa boto/een the United ~ta ~ee Col'1:1&nd1J16 Or!'icere ard t;,e 

Canadian CoiCllllndi"" Officore hero arc abo •tory oordial , fri<ndly 

an! >lloU.somo , It would seem that eventually Gooao "ill mvo tho 

greater portion or the ferryin& treJ'!'io . 

4 . Unity of Co~ -- I wi ll 'irat discuss unltv of oonmand and in 

thia and i'ollowi rg pa ragrnpha will touoh upon cone\ itiDM at Tor !lAy, 

St . Johna an<i Argontia , Fo 1· the mmont tho queatian of unified 

corrand has bean aottled . I gavo you details of our discussion 

on thil eubjoc'.; tMa ~~:Crning , Wajor GeMral Brant and !'ajor General 

?ai&e have wotkod out on agreo1r.0nt betwoon tho,..elvoa , baaed on 

thoi r undorsttuldint; o" "\no pt•ovieiona and me!lning or Section 22 of 

ABC, and strategical ooi!U!lancl """ g ivon to tho Senior Officer , 

Trl•ioh happens to bo General Paige . I said this agroc:ront is sat­

isfactory for the "proaont" bnoauso I see it as satiahotory only 

beoauee or -tne personalities ~ the indiTiduals involTod . r....,.eral 

El'ant 1a a conpotont, able, oxperionoed an! farcof\11 pe. son, !lae 

s<>lf-confidence and 1:ncnrs very Yroll that in tho eVl)nt of an attack 

lie wnvld dominate , nnd hu no misgivings VlhO the uotuo.l Couunanclor 

would bo , He is perfectly reaaew·od on this, and ia so big as to 

lot the othor follow talcD tho title . What worries oo 11, supposed 

th8re tho~~ld b4J & change . No ono could b• aasured that our 
interoeta and tile proper oarryin& out of the tnok would ra11 into 

oorr.potent hando , This all gooa back to tho real moaning of Section 

22 o£ ,,!JC . Pol'lonAlly I am not eure that it provides for the co11!1".anl 

to bo riven to tho Senior Offloor at proaont (I hllvo not the agroo­

n<o;1t I><> fore mo). An::t for=la which provtdoe co.::-_.ond In any givon 

theatre ·ubere thtuo are troor>• of oore than one nation, to tho 

Senior Officer ie just not lor;ical or oonetruotivo , Under this 

forr.tulu, pc.rticu larly '.n tho wna oem homiaphore, the Unit"d St. tea 

wonld constantly bo at n d1oadVIlntn~;e . Small c ountrioa like Cnnada 

and lloxioo lll""Y' have gre~tor nu.ober of r;oneral ot'fioor8 in pro­

portion to tho relative strensth of the roepsctive armioe . i'hoso 

a.-all cC!Untriea can alW<\ys oroate Lieutenant Ge,...ah , Fio ld !!arahals, 

etc ., anC: besides >1\<n it oo,..,s to seniority, thoro always 1a an 

abundanoo of politicos v.!lo hnve both rank and seniority. I stro~~ 

urge that the 1\gl'eoment be olllrified to tho oxtent thnt oupreme 

ccmT..and be giv on in oaoh thaatro to tho o Ol·TUt.ndinl; officer of 1tle 

largest force there pr esent . Tha. 'IIOUld oolvo our trouble , I ..,. 

aure, n all t.,.,atree a!'fe,tl ~ joint defetllle of Cana da and t:·e 

United ..itatos . 

The f.:norioan base at St. John• ia beautifully situated and con­

struction \lOll advanced. HelO too, tho rela tiona bet-.,..on officer 

and enliatod poraonnel of t~4 two force• ate excellent , Additional 

land ahould be acquired by tho United Statu at the et.rUest poe­

siblo nomont in accordance with the r eoomnondations made by Goneral 

Bront , It would be ooonomy to do so . Claima for d~agoe will 

continuo r.nd are l~ blo to run hi(;h, but what is moro impor trutt ie 

that tlwoe olaiN are aourooa of i rritation and should be eliminated , 



To : Lieut<m.ant Genaral r~ A, Drun 

~rgentia -- Wondera in ocnstr uotion have been acco~pli1hed hero also , 

Thh io a very busy area oontain1!1f; the Naval Bue and Fort l'cAlld r""" . 

Cooperation and tCl\111-'~VOrk betHeon the ~~~ ond tho navy 1u so sur· 

prhingly fine that it jult oven/Mll:ul me, still r otainint cen:oriee 

or tho lut war . Here too, additional land should bo acquired by 

the United Statoe gover nttent , Rocommndationo havo boon oubmttod 

and are awdting approval. All tho guM have not yct arri ved, but 

bod• and fou.ndationo have been ootlpleted and aro r eady to reooivo 

ti-e guxu , Very olevor defense location• have boon soleotod -- lo::Jl 

aro already in operation , The inetallation of tho system of co:rn~UJ>Oo 

ioationo has ove1·oorne a groat I'WIY difficulties and i o now i n opera­

tion. Poraonally 1 boliovo =re guns aro neodod and surely thoro are 

not suffio ient anti- &iroraft battorioe , l'hio brings up the offonsivo 

Coree and oquip~mnt of ou r bases , and !'rankly, f~ting and bombing 

planes aro woefully lacking , The number of planus on hand is no l:hing 

s .ort of pathetic. 

Wo have boon saying a groat deAl about the stntegic val\•• of tho 

bues aoquirod i n llo.-lfound lond. The AlMr ican poopl o have boon t;iven 

aaeuranoe that this outpoat is our fi rat dofeneo against any air 

attack on the northern section or tho Atl111tic Coast . As I undor­

atood it, that w~• tho 1·enl purpooe or utabliohl.ng buos on l1o•lfound­

lmd . Aa tho situation now s tands, thoro are not auffial.ent planes 

to repulse an air fleet on its way to 1>ho United ;;tatoo , or to dutroy 

a plnne ourier taking then over, or to lt&intain an efficient, •ride 

soalo patrol for submar ineo . 

I strongly r ecou;:::.end at least tour or five ad~itional bombing squad­

rona , t 'lroo or four additional pursuit aquadrons an<' the R)aesury 

ohoorvnt ion plnnos to r ound out o.s a aomplot o or goniution the 

inoroasod ai r force hero rocoJmOndod. I want to point out that I 

fully appreciate tho de,.a."lds for planoa haro and ols8Tihoro . I l\ave, 

though, t!U<en into oonsidorntion, the numbe r of planee that aro be ­

ing ferried, a nl have given thought to n pl an vrl1oreby a certain 

ar.ount or planes could always bo ha ld in Jhnrfoundland u a reserve 

for any unfor eseen sl.tuati on elsewher e farther east. A nud>or of 

aquodr ono I n llewtoundlard oe>Jld Le stagger ed in 1uch a woy that 

&!'tor a c ortain numbo r of months at the •o bnsoo •more opportunities 

f or training are excellen· and climatic conditione such ao to 

create oplll'ldid experience, they oculd be replaced by othera and 

then moved on to Grent Britain, or elaewbore Whore oer vioo is MOr e 

active. l'he•e en would have hod addi-.:ional experi~noo a1'd would 

have acquired additional confidellA>o in tho:laelve• ar.d would be f'ar 

bettor propnred than gci11fi fresh t r om tho ho~::e fields to the bottle­

f r ont 1n Euro po . I do not mean to a utseat • woolcly tum~over, 

thereby giv~ little bonofita to tho pe rsonnel and littl e offioi­

enoy to tho t ask at !ll!ld'oundland, but tho staggering on the basia 

of' say at leaot four ~ntho' por ioda . This plan would dooroaee the 

ncMnal supply of' plMoo to Groat Bri tain only llie;htl y fo1· a very 

short periOd , However, lot not thia sug,ostim \le&lre n ley .urgon1> 

personal plea far additional pl ano• at tho oarlioat poul.ble mot>Ont 

at these bases , whioh include Gooao , Gande r, Tor Bay, St . Johnt 

and Ar gentia . 
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L~autana.nt Oonornl Hugb A. Drum Page 4 . 

6 • 'load a -- Thll re is u rgent Mod for ll'.ol"o r oads , Thoro 1o no use Oxt"eoting ti'e govei"N"'Int of lhnrfoundland to oonatruct any, 
It we r.aed U.om, aa I bel1en .,.. do, negotiftti one should be initiated imnediately 'I'll. th the 110\tfoundlnnd Gover nmont 1\l".d we pr opar e to construct ti'e r oade and ray for them. 

6. Hoalth -- Tm health of our troope up to thia til:ul has boon excellent". 1 believe onple pr ooo is ions h&ve been rade for their proper care duriq; tho aevere winter , Vener eal diaeuo is still a probler.l, Thia bring• up the subjo et of the public health condition Among c iv iliAns in the 4ntire Newfoundland- Labr ador country . I intend to take this ~atter up rith the United Stat es Public llealth SerYloe and 1nter11t the President I n oeeldn· to negothte a plan with the Gover nmnt of llowfoundl&nd . !Ulitnry for cos 1till not be • bl e to aope with tho aituation no it now etande . 

It rould be r;r e&t economy ln ZtOnoy as well as per sonnel it ~; rant and aid 11ore given to tho Nowfoundlo.n:l Gover nment to establish clinics for the tre&tl!'ent ot infected civil ians, At the presm t tit11 thoro is no pr ovision for this and ao far al I have been able to aaoortain no r..onoy, personnel or oqui l""""t 1D take oare of it , A syst en: of clinics wiU. Al!l!lri can supervision and local nur aoo nod perhaps doctor s , would in Q gr eat ~asure eliminate the vener eal disease problem. Tuberculosie i a &nether problem that unless very carefully watched, might grow into a .-.onaoe to the health of our troope . I will also disouu U.ia sub­ject Yrith th• United Statoe Publio Health Service. 

7 . Relotions vrith Civilian Authoritioa - - Ao could bo expected mAny problecs are preronting therr.selvee , !lone l conaid~r serious , Juritdiotional quoetions are bound to arise where troopa are stationed in • foroi191- f r iondly country . Tho s11llllo r tho count ry tho mor e dif­ficult t he pr oblem. Here"" hsvo o very Qll&ll country and a sl:t&ll po~ulation . The Ano rican Conaul Gemral h renderi~ excellent eor-7ioe to the an:;od forces in this reapect , General llr a.nt has adopted tho policy of referring all these ~ attera to the State Depar tment , 1. >toll - bAlanced , seasoned, e:.peri onced, patient tr.an who hu had ex­perience in civil r;ovemmont mi.,ht bo ooll:lllieai<>ned in the arz;y to serve aa liaison otricer be~~tum the il.carican ocmnand and the Nowfoundlnnd civil authorities , H& must be tactful and should be pr ovided 11ith a IIT.lAll contingent fund for incidentAl expenau . Profer aoo~odations ahould be provided for hie in the City or St . Johns an:! not on the a~ post . If he has a taatful wife, ao­cuotomed to aocial activities pe r taining to civ il ofi'icida, he should be pe rmitter.l to tnlal hs r along, Tho J>r oblem 1o not ae rious , but just u above ir.dlcated, .:.ust be cot on the level.,., rind . 
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