


rl s_l 
., jl' , r, .. ,... 

I was disgracefull y defeated today at the Public rlorks Board r 
Meeting , I have been protesting the enormous alloca tions t o 
California al l year , with the suppor t of a small majority of the 
Board. Los Angel es i s only 230 miles from Boulder Dam, and i n addi­
tion to that, they have r eceived a large amount in excess of the ir 
quota or Public Works funds . 

Also which shoul d be taken i nto consideration, is ;;;105, 000 , 000 
out of a t ot al of yl 48 , 000, 000 of unexpended R. F . c. funds , as the 
unexpended amounts when dral'l!l down, will a ffor d empl oyment with 
Federal funds, and should be considered in the picture , making the 
total al l oca tions four or f ive times their quota, taking into con­
s ~derat ion 25 per cent unemployment and ?5 per cent populat i on . 

I do not wish Mr . Ickes to know that I am g iving you this 
information, and am lea ving i t to you a s to whether you think this 
matter should be brought to the attention of the Pres i dent , but 
all of these pro jects which have been held up and turned down by 
the Boar d , were railroaded through today in the a bsence of Judge 
lliggs, Chip Robert , Rex Tugwell , who hed l eft the meet ing , Secre­
tary Roper , and the representa tive of the Director of the Budget . 
I asked to be r ecor ded as vo t ing "no" , and inasmuch as today 
marked the completion of the alloca t ion of the enti re y3 , 300, ooo, ooo , 
while many wor thy projects in areas where there is exoessi ve unem­
ployment as compared to California, I know tha t there is going to 
be bitter crit icism of the enormous amount allocated to Cal i f ornia . 

Miss Perkins , on her Mid- western speaking tour last month , 
stated that the mos t violent protests were being made of t he Ad­
ministra tion ' s large al l oca tions to California and the far wes t . 

It was tile clear unders tanding from Secretary Ickes ' of!'ice , 
while he was in the hospital, that there would be no more meetings 
until t he 'J.'ue sday meet i ng , un t il after the firs t of t he year , and 
theref ore s everal members or the Board who would have been ther e 
did no t attend . Also, the usual procedur e of sending around t he 
agenda with a list of the projects which \7ere to be taken up, was 
not done today, and also no one wa s telephoned , notifying them of 
the meeting . 

'ruRNuR BATTLE . 
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