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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE SECRETARY 

Auguat 22, 1941 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The attached letter from the High 

Commissioner, dated July 31, 1941, 

which you sent me with your memorandum 

of August 21, has been read with inter­

est and I appreciate the opportunity of 

seeing it. I enclose a suggested draft 

for your reply to Dr. Sayre. 
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Co•onwealth OoYei'DIIent -7 not be able to ewing the 
problea alone and that if a eerloue ehipping ehortage 
de•elope the United 8tate1 will ha•e to gl•e eerioue 
oonaideration to affording finanoial aeaiatanoe but 
ehould doubtleea oouple whateYer aeeiatanoe il gi•en 
with a program of oareful di•ereion of augar land to 
rioe and other orope needed in the Philippine•. 

Perhape atill aore preeeing at the aoaent ia the 
problem of aainta1n1ng Ph111ppine atooka of food auppllel 
and other neoeeeltiee. If the ehortage of bottoae be­
ooaee aoute we will be extremely l1a1ted 1n what euppllet 
we oan get troa the United Statee. Yet there ie 1aainen1 
danger that what we ba•e v1ll be drained awar b7 being 
exported to neigbborlns rar laetern oountriee where priot 
of euppllee aar be higher. We ought to oontrol euoh ex­
porte; but hovt !he bport Control Act apparentl7 11 not 
broad eDOugh to inolu4e foodetutfl and a Dllllber of other 
neoeeearr oa..od1tiee. Juet nov I'• vreetllng V1th th11 
problea aleo. It look• ae 1f the onl)' thoroughl)' eatie­
faotorr anever vlll be an Act of the United 8tatee Oon­
greee aaendlng the lzport Control Aot eo aa to g1•e oon­
trol o•er the export fro• the Ph1llpplnee of foodatuffe 
and artiolee of neoe11lt7 for Phlllppine doaeetio neede. 

It 11 heartening to '" how our oountl')' ie rupond­
lng to rour leadereblp and we are doing our beet to up­
hold )'Our hande in th11 far outpoet. 

l•er 
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THE WHITE HOUft 
WA8HINCJTON 

Aug us t 21 , 1941. 

l!'OR PREP, ..F .• TIO .. 0} P.ULY . 

F • .LJ . R. 

Letter from Hon. Francie B. Sayre, u.s. High 
Commissioner to the Philippine Islands, Manila, 
7/31/41 to the President, aarked "Personal and 
confidential" . Wishes to know the President 1 s 
mind and his desire a bout 11r. Sayre • s remaining 
in Manila. Original letter sent to the Secretary 
or State . Copy or President's 1118IIIO!'andUIII and 
explanation of enclosare sent to the Onder Secretary 
of State . 
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