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1 .. oL ar &D4 •~ reqvut. a •apeo1&1 oau• -the S.leot1n Somee a or 12,000 pllJ'Wlol&u (&,ooo tor tho~. 
T,OOO tar • ·~ OOIIplotH 1>7 Jllu'oll 10 1N6. Svoh a reqvoot clooo .all 
oo- jutU1o4 ail tb.io ~. 

Prooon ~ llod1oal Stroacill • • 60,000 ~troop StroJIC\Il • • 7,1421 000 
Proaoat llVY llodioal atroacth • • 10,100 llTT troop Straacth • • 2,&tl,OOO 

( laoludoo 100 l'llbl1o JIAlth S.moo ottiooro au1pe4 to Coaot o.ari) 

no A:nq •• &.6 ph)'rloiau por tho ...... 4 troop.. !ha ·~ •• l ou tball 
• por thoa.o&lll4. no projooto4 otroacth oL tho A:nq on .Ja_,.:r 1 1o 7, TOO, COO. no A:nq ...,llltl ban bottor tbaa I dootora per tholloaaol ona it 110 add1t1oal 
-.olioal ottiooro -ro a44o4 ~ tho oorpa. no ·~·· projooto4 otro~ 1o 
j..U our a,ooo,oool 1A or4or. to .&iataia ito pro .. nt ratio, 2,000 additi-1 
..Uoal oLtioor o ~1.4 'be reqlliro4. no S~~rcooa (loaoral ot tho ·~ baa otato4 
tbat it ho eaa laoroaoo tho ~tal otroJIC\Il ot tho ·~ Jlo41o&l Corpo to 11,1500 
..Sor tho prooollt roondt.eat procraa, ho will bo oat1ot1o4e 

thl4or pruoat rHndtiJIC •thoola thrOIICh the Proo~t u4 ~elsa-at 
Borneo it 1o upooto4 that ~oa 1,000 allll 1,1500 phJa1o1au o&n bo a44o4 to 
the Somooo 'bJ tho oa4 ot thio oUJToat ;roar. Solootin S.moo prooouro at 
prooat O&ll M llrollcJlt oal;r Oil •• llp to all ,.aro ot &COo 

no pruoat pieturo oa phJa1o1aao to .. rn obUiau 1o oo•tbiJic lib 
tb.i .•• 

!biro aro abowt 88,000 ottootin ob1Uaa pll;ro1o1&u lett 1a all •co 
P'"Ph ot th1o -"or, oaly abCNt 11,000 aro ••r II. Ia Dooollbor lMl 
thoro -r• u,ooo ph;roioiaao a4or aa. no &rM4 Somaoo baw rooru1te4. 
abowt 115~ ot that pool. ot the ltt,ooo T-1A1Ac. probably 10,000 baw booa 
-·ho4 1>r tho 11111tar:r oaniooe ud phJa1o&Uy or otharwin 41oq,.11t1M. 
ot the 1,000 ~1111111, • o aipt llo pr-• to llo alipblo tor u.laot1oa. 
at load llalt wwl4 bo ta,.. to bo 1a a tt1ao wiMra the)- aro tho oal;r 

ar 1a hoepital aa4 •41oal Mhool poato *1oh -n bo t1llo4, aD4 
[;q~~~- roplao-ate are 4Utiolllt it Mt ao~iablae 
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In the age group )8 to 45, tbere nre 28,000 pbyaiciane bti!ore the war, 
About 8,?00 of thU eroup are now ill aerri.ce, lea'l'inc about 19,000 ill cirtli.an 
lite. ~~any o! tbia &lt>ap ben bean diequeli!ied aleo, parhape about 40%. 
1Mre Nl!ainl in tbie age eroup a pool o! about 11,000 pbynoi.anl. Tbua 
.. n are careying the aajor load o! llledioal eerrioe ill the count.rT and are 
tbe Minlta.y o! our lledical echooll and boapitale. To recruit rroa tbU 
aroup, without regard to aae111t1al poaitiona, would not be in the public 
intareat 11ban you conaider that practically 80% or the placea in the 111ed1cal 
schools are !1llad by A:rrq and Na"7 atudanta. 

'!be .lrMd Serrices are dUobar&ini ph)'llioiana at the rate or 1, 500 per 
,-ear, 'Ibe;r han intal'M , reaidanta, and JUdical studenta ow.mitted to th• 
to make up more than tldce that m111ber. In cirtl1an practice the attrition 
u about 3,m per ,-ear. From IIOif on there will be laae than halt that mabel' 
or DR medical graduates to 1 .. plaoe thes e lossaa. It .. agreed that aa a 
national anrage the ratio o! pbyaiciane to the general population ahollld be 
about 1 to 1,500. At preaent uny or our States are balow the 1 tc 1,500 
ratio and soorea or camnn1 tiaa are !ar below tbU ratio. 'lbe 11'll1y today 
baa 1 doctor !or every 180 aen, and the Na.,. 1 to 260, 

Thia Coamd.aeion baa tal t !or e0111e till.a that the .Amy has autriciant 
dootore to give excellent care to the troops, in YiP of their praaant 
s trength. It ie our !aaling that medical ar@IMi.sation in the installations 
in thia country ellould be reYi ... d and raorpnbed. We are convinced that 
a conaiderabl.e aaYing can be !lade and un freed !or duty with trcope overeeae. 
For instance, the A:ra:r has at preaent 375,000 hoapital beda ill this country 
ot 11bich at llaat 120,000 are ncant. A large maher or the rest are occupied 
by patients that are awaiting dUoharge or raaesigmant. All o! theae hospital• 
are unned w1 th Mdical peraozmal on the buis of a tull patient load. It 1a 
possible alae Ulat in the Serrice CCDIIIIlde reorpniaationa and roasaigmt!lllta 
li'Ould result in a aore efficient uu or p~iciane. We undaratand tbD.t the 
Surgeon General of the Arltq 1a at preaant atud;ying thj.a nry question, Before 
rec011111.ending a •spacial call• it would be desirable tc have the reaulta or 
this atud;r. 

It is doubtrul if the "special call• requested would yield tha ph,-eioiana 
desired without c0111pletely diarupting oirtlian care. It is not pcesibl.a to 
have a •eallff !or doctora alone in any age group. To include doctors beman 
)8 and 45 through a •special call•, tbe Sarrieea would have to aak for a 
"general call• of aat or all agel between 18 and 45 in a autfioientl;y large 
naber to &in proaiae or picking up the necessary <botora through the orderly 
proceae of ealection by local boards, 'Ibis 110uld probably necessitate a 
•general call• ot between 100,000 to 2001000 -.n o! all ages 1 between lB and 
4S. '!he Amy could reject all those between )8 and 45, except the doctcra, 
Unl.••• the group .38-45 were included, there 1a no chance or securing the 
l'llllllber requested, 'lba di!!icultiea inherent in tha request ot the Sarricea, 
prompt us to be nry certain or ita nacee'¥{E~• rac-ndini it, 
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The 110at uratnt :!Jimediate needs are to build the etrenjfth or the NayY 
lledical Corpa. Before reccm181\cl ng the •apecial. call• 'lbieh will have aerloua 
r eperouaaion.a •• tar ae the public and Congre11 are concerned, 7011r appro'ftl 
ot the tollowini plan ot action is requaat.dt 

1. lfajor reeruitin& cp~u betnen DOff and Jann.ary 1 be for pll;rsieians 
t or the Navy. SeeCI'Id cal.L on tb1a group will resW.t in saa. acldition.a to the 
Arfq. 

2. The preuure ot the Selectin SerTice S;yat• should be inoreued on 
ph;yaicians up to 38 who have been declared anilable by the Proour81Unt and 
.Uaipent SerTice. The Arfq end Nay;y han 11tated that they will accept 
oaen up to 45. 1fe will continue to recruit voluntarily from thia group 
those who can be oaade aftilable. Local boarde do not allra;ya &iX'&e on the 
eaaential.ity ot a pbyaician wh011 the Pro~nt and .laeigllllent Service 
llig)\t eonaider aT&ilable for lllilitary serrlce. Thia tact u ...U u var;ring 
attitudes ot local boa.rda on dependency are deterring factors to rapid 
recruit.ent tbrou&h Seleotba SerTiee, In un;r int1taneea appaale are 
necauar;r. The Cc:aoai .. ion 1A quite willln& to invoke all poeaibla means 
l't ita CCW!!!•nd to recruit the ph;yaioiana still reoaaining in ehiU&n lite 
who han been declared Available f or cdlitar;r aerTica. 

J , The Aray lfedical Corps will review ite present crganizatlon and it 
aey substantial nuaber ot additional ph;yaiciana are needed on J.:~nuar:r 1, 1944, 
de11n1te justiticl't'lona therefor w:l.ll be ll&de. 

4, Final action on the "special call" w:l.ll be postponed until the 
aoat.ter ia reviewed apin en Jan11&17 1, 1944 • 
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WAR DBPARTIIEHr 
lllllh1D~Oil 

Hoaorable ~ul v. llollutt, 
Cbairan, liar lllulpower C~nion, 

11aah1~oll, o.o. 

Dear lllr. llollutto 

Oot. 18, lifS 

Tba liar aucl laT)' o.,.rtlllents are taohg a ahortage 
1a the ll1DJ..a -ber or pbJalolau uouaary tor the proper 
..ctioal care or the .u..cl Sern.o .. , aDd ao oritioal aa to 
elldaJ2cer the health ot our toro... Tbia •ttar h ot auob 
gra~ ooDOern that t ... diate aod aubetaotial relief 1a 
ooaaidered eaaeatial. 

O.aplte the greatut etrort on the part or both 
O.parta•ta 1a cooperation with agenoiea Ullcler "f016' leader• 
ahlp, iJioluclillf; auooeaa1~ reduotlou iD ratio• ot •d1oal 
ott1oera to peraoDDel0 lt baa beeD tOWD4 i~aa1ble to induce 
a autt1oiallt auaber ot qualifi ed p~ioiana to aooept appol~ 
•Dt aa •dioal otfioera .olwstaru,.. 

There re•ina ou pro11ur-nt •aaure 'tllhiob the 
Serrlou feel .aat - be ·~tilbed 1n arcler to &Ht aiJI1mla 
requir•enta. We an at11aoh1ng hereto nqueata tor a apeoial 
oall 011 the Seleotin Serrloe Syat .. tor 12,000 ph:ratoiana 
(Ar.;r &,000, J.DOlCiaure .&. • laT)' 1,000, lDOloaure B)o 

Since thou 'tllho are illduoted will be ' otterecl o~a­
aioaa, it ia beliaYed tbat depelldeDOy ahoulcl be elill1natecl a& 
a taotor iD r;rantinc dete,...nt. The reatriotiOD ot the age 
lialt or th1rt,...1g)1t (S8) yeara tor thoae a"bjeet to thh oall 
1a •1-recl, au 1Dd1 rlcl~~&la '11111 be aooeptecl who are wi th1D the 
age lill1te uta"bliahecl by lawo 

We are oOIIrlnced that no other aolutioD will fulfill 
the requl..-nta ot the Serrloea tor adequate •41oal oar•• 
The aeecl 1a ao \II' pnt 1hat we teel that 1Dduot1ona UDder thia 
oall abould be 11litiatacl not later than Deo•ber l aDd OOIIPlatecl 
wi thlA lliMty claya thereafter. 

Ore&ry ol the •YJ' 
lnoloaur .. 

.&. and B 

/a/ BeDJ'7 L. Stiaaon 
lioretai"y 01 S:r 
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